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The Epistle To The Philippians
Introduction To The Epistle

INTRODUCTION

1. Of dl theletters written by the gpostle Paul, Philippiansis perhaps the most per sonal and
heartwar ming in nature,

2. Sorevedingisit of Paul’s character, this epistle has been cdled “ a window into the apostle’s
own bosom”

3. Throughout the epidtle, the keynote istheword “ Joy” ...
a. Note how frequently the word “joy” (or avariaion of it) isfound: 1:3-4,18,25; 2:1-2,16-18;
31; 41,4
b. Inview of this, we can understand why some cal this epistle “ Paul’s hymn of joy”

[Aswe begin to study this very short epistle, it might be helpful to see the value this book has for us,
especidly in light of today' s society...|

|. THE SEARCH FOR PEACE OF MIND

A. PEACE OF MIND ISSOMETHING MANY ARE LOOKING FOR TODAY...

1
2.

Tofind it, many are swalowing tons of tranquilizers
In addition to drugs (both prescription and illegd drugs), there are tranquiilizing books (e.g.,
bestsdllers promising secrets to having peace of mind)

B. SUCH “PEACEFULIZERS’ OFTEN DO MORE HARM THAN GOOD, FOR IN
MANY WAYSTHEY FAIL...

1.

They fail to provide lasting peace in the face of life’ s often harsh redities

2. They fal to ded with the problem of sin, the true underlying cause of much anxiety
3.
4. Thosetruging in tranquilizers, whether books or pills, are trying to escape rather than face

They do not provide peace with God, the only true basis for lasting peace of mind

redity

[What does dl this have to do with the book of Philippians?]

II. PHILIPPIANSAND THE SEARCH FOR PEACE OF MIND

A. THISSMALL BOOK ISWRITTEN BY A MAN WHO HAD FOUND TRUE PEACE
OF MIND...

1
2.
3.

Even though he was imprisoned at thetime! - Ph 1:12-18

Even though he might soon be amartyr! - Ph 2:17-18

He had the joy that comes from peace of mind, and wanted to share it with others! - Ph 4:
4-7,11-13
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B. THEREFORE, HERE ARE SOME GOOD REASONSFOR STUDYING THE
EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS...
1. ltrevedsthe nature of true peace and joy!
a. Thejoyisfoundonly “inthe Lord” - Ph 4:4
b. The peaceisone that “surpasses understanding” and is like a fortress - Ph 4:6-7
2. Itrevedsaman who provides an example of what produces joy and peace (again, the
epidleislike “awindow into the apostle’ s own bosom.”) - Ph 4:9
a. Hislovefor hisbrethren - Ph 1:8
b. Hisdevotionto hisLord - Ph 1:21; 3:7-11
c. Hisdriving for perfection - Ph 3:12-14
d. Hisconcern for the enemies of the cross- Ph 3:18
3. lItrevedsthe Christ Who isthe ultimate sour ce of thisjoy and peace!
a. The mindseat of this Lord who provides peace and joy - Ph 2:5-8
b. The exdtation of Him who gives this peace and joy - Ph 2:9-11

CONCLUSION

1. These are some of the reasons why this epistle is certainly very relevant for present-day living!

2. Do you have the peace that “passes understanding”? Thejoy tha is“inthe Lord™?
a. If not, then | hope you will want to learn more about it from this epistle
b. If not, and you know why and what you should do about it, then why not do it today!
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Salutation To The Philippians
Philippians 1:1-2

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our previous lesson we introduced the book of Philippians as a book that is very relevant to our
times

Aswe actudly begin our sudy of this epistle, we shdl examine Paul’ s sdlutation as found in the first
two verses...

[First, we notice...]

THE “AUTHOR” OF THISEPISTLE

A. IDENTIFIED AS“PAUL" ...
1. Thisisthe apostle Paul, of course
2. Who was once the “ per secutor” - Ac 8:1,3
3. Butisnow the* per secuted’
a. For heiswriting thiswhilein Roman custody - Ph 1:12-14
b. During thetime period mentionin Ac 28:30

B. HEISJOINED IN THE SALUTATION BY “TIMOTHY” ...
1. A traveling companion who joined Paul during his second journey - Ac 16:1-3
2. Hewasayoung man, devoted to serving Paul, whom Paul loved as a son - Ph 2:19-22
3. Helater was the recipient of two other episties by Paul (1 & 2 Timothy)

C. TOGETHER, THEY ARE DESCRIBED AS“SERVANTS” ...
1. Atitleof humility, it denotes dependence, obedience, and acknowledgment of ownership
2. Used in connection with Jesus Chridt...
a. Itisaword with red dignity
b. Indicatesintense devotion to the Lord

[Having consdered those respongible for this epistle, we next take alook at those to whomiitis
addressed...]

II. THE“"RECIPIENTS” OF THISEPISTLE

A. IDENTIFIED AS*SAINTSIN CHRIST JESUS" ...
1. Theterm “saint” wasacommon term by which all Christianswere cdled inthe NT
a. Literdly, it means“holy one” - cf. 1 Pe 2:9
b. Thebascideabehind theword isthat of “ separation”, for the purpose of
consecration
2. But note that they were cdled saints“ in Christ Jesus”
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Itisin Him that we are “set apart”
Only by virtue by being in Him and having our sinsforgiven by His blood can we be
cdled “saints’ - cf. Re 1:5-6; 5:9-10

3. Itisinteresting to notice the contrast between “ servants” and “ saints”

a

b.

By udng such terms, Paul immediately humbles himsdf and exdts those to whom heis
writing
Thereby practicing what he later preachesin regards to humility - cf. Ph 2:3

B. INPARTICULAR, THEY ARE THE SAINTS“WHO ARE IN PHILIPPI"...
1. Thatis, thechurchin Philippi
2. Thebeginning of the churchisfoundin Ac 16:9-15

a

b.

Prompted by the “Macedonia Cal”
Started with the converson of Lydia

3. lItsearly growthisaso found in Acts 16 (verses 16-40)

a

b.

C.

With the converson of the Philippian jalor and his family
With the church meeting in Lydia’ s home
And with Luke staying a Philippi after Paul’ s departure

4. Severd things may be said about the char acteristics of the church

a

b.

C.

d.

e.

It appears to be predominantly Gentile (lack of asynagogue in Philippi would suggest
this)

It appears to be predominantly female (implied by meeting in Lydia’ s home and the
referenceto womenin Ph 4:2)

They were very supportive in the preaching of the gospd - Ph 4:15-16

They provided for needy saintsin other areas-2 Co 8:1-5

They cared for Paul in hisdigtress- Ph 4:10,14

C. ALSO ADDRESSED WERE THE “BISHOPS AND DEACONS'...
1. Inthisverse, we seethe organization of alocal church as God intended

a

b.

C.

Itismade up of “sants’ (the members)
It is overseen by “bishops’
It is served with the assistance of “deacons”

2. Concerning the “ bishops” (trandated “overseers’ in some versons)...

a

b.

These were men charged with guarding the flock and providing spiritua food

They were dso called “elders’ (or “presbyters’), and “pastors’ (or “shepherds”)

- cf. Ac20:17,28; 1 Pe5:1-2

1) For they were older men

2) And they wereto feed (or pastor) the flock under their charge

According to the New Testament...

1) They had to meet certain qualifications before they were gppointed to serve as
“elders-bishops-pastors’ - 1 Ti 3:1-7; Ti 1:.5-9

2) Therewas dways aplurdity in the congregation, never just one - cf. Ac 14:23;
20:17; Ph 1:1

3. Concerning the* deacons” ...

a

b.

C.

The term means “servants’ or “minisers’
They dso had to meet certain qudifications-1 Ti 3:8-13
They served the needs of the congregation, under the oversight of the bishops (elders,

Sermons From Philippians 6



Mark A. Copeland

pastors)

[So the recipients of this epistle was awell-established congregation, one that had demonstrated their
love and support for the gpostle Paul. Findly, we briefly notice the greetings given to them...]

[1.THE “GREETINGS”

A. “GRACE"...
1. Thiswasthe common greeting of the Greeks
2. 1t gpeaks of wishing favor and kindness upon them

B. “PEACE"...
1. Thiswas common greeting of the Jews (“Shdom!”)
2. It gpeaks of the result of receiving favor and kindness

C. “FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST" ...
1. Thisisthe source of grace and peace which Paul desires the Philippiansto receive
2. For when one has received unmerited favor and kindness from God through His Son Jesus
Chrigt, one truly receives peace:
a. Peacewith God - Ro5:1
b. Peacewith men - Pro 16:7
c. Peacewithone’ssdf - Ph 4:6-7

CONCLUSION

1. Atthispoint, we can seethat thisepistleisa personal letter, between...
a. A manin chanswho is accompanied with adear friend
b. And acongregation of holy people whose love for this man has been demonstrated on severa
occasions

2. Inthe next lesson, we shdl examine the * joyful thanksgiving” on the part of Paul for the
fellowship he has enjoyed with the church at Philippi

In the meantime, are you experiencing the grace and peace that comes only from “God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Chrigt”?
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Paul's Thanksgiving For The Philippians
Philippians 1:3-8

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthelast study we examined the salutation of Paul and Timothy to the brethren at Philippi (1:1-2)
2. Asisquite common in Paul’ s epistles, an expression of thanksgiving follows the sdutation

3. Inthisepidleto the Philippians, we find Paul’ sthanksgiving in ver ses 3-8, where we begin to look
into “the window of Paul’s own bosom’

[Aswe examine this passage, three things stand out, the first being that Paul is...]

|. THANKFUL FOR THEIR FELLOWSHIP (3-5)

A. THE MEMORIES OF THEIR FELLOWSHIP WAS A SOURCE OF GREAT JOY...
1. Every time he remembered them, it made him glad!
2. The memories were a sour ce of frequent joy, because every time he prayed, he included
them
a. Herewe get aglimpseinto the prayer life of the gpostie Paul
b. It evidently included frequent prayers for those with whom he had labored in the past
-cf.Col1l:3,1Th 12
3. Thejoyful memories were the result of sharing together in the work of the gospel
a. “Fromthefirg day...”
1) From the day that Lydia opened her hometo him
2) Asrecordedin Ac 16:15
b. “..until now.”
1) Thiswould include the “giving and recaiving” when he first left Macedoniaand aso
in Thessalonica - Ph 4:15-16
2) And now tha heisin Rome, with the gift sent to him by Epaphroditus - Ph 4:18

B. THISILLUSTRATESTHE BLESSING OF “PLEASANT MEMORIES”, AND THE
“FELLOWSHIP’" THAT CREATESTHEM ...
1. Peasant memories are ablessng in difficult times
a. Despite imprisonment, Paul could pray with joyful thanksgiving as he remembered the
Philippians
b. Asonepersonputit: “God gave us memory so that we might have rosesin
December.”
2. But memory can be acurse ingead of ablessng!
a. If we have spent our livesin sin and have troubled those around us, memory can be a
curse!
b. Assomeonesad: “Most peoplelivethefirst half of their life making the second
half of their life miserable!”
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c. For memoriesto be ablessing to us, we must be a blessing to others!

The sort of fellowship experienced between Paul and the Philippians creates the most

precious memories!

a. Fdlowship inthe gospd of Chrid!

b. Sharing together in oreading the Word, ether directly by teaching or indirectly by
supporting those who teach

[How comforting it must have been for Paul, though experiencing imprisonment, to be able to look back
upon his relationship with the Philippians with such joyful memoriest What kind of memories are we
creating today? It will affect the kind of future we havel As Paul continues his expression of
thanksgiving, he writesthat heis...]

II. CONFIDENT GOD WILL COMPLETE HISWORK INTHEM (6-7)

A. THE BASISFOR SUCH CONFIDENCE...

1.

Catanly it involvesthe faithfulness of God Himsalf, as expressed throughout the

Scriptures

a. Eg, inhdping usto handle temptations- 1 Co 10:13

b. E.g., in providing forgiveness when we succumb to temptations- 1 Jn 1.9

But Paul dso took into congderation the faithfulness of the Philippians

a. They werewilling to share in hischains - cf. Ph 2:29-30

b. They werewilling to share in the defense and confirmation of the gospd (through their
support of Paul)

c. Assuch, they were sharing together in the grace of God!

B. THISPASSAGE SHOULD REMIND USTHAT WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR
GROWTH ASCHRISTIANS...

1.

That God “ began a good work” in our converson, awork that involved:

a. Hisprovidence, in giving us an opportunity to hear thegospd - Ti 2:11

b. Hisregeneration, when we responded to the commands of the gospd - Ti 3:4-7

Aswe continue to “work out our own salvation”, God is right there with us.

a. Certainly we must cooperate with God - Ph 2:12

b. But God istruly a work within ud - Ph 2:13

c. And He provides whatever help we need - Ph 4:13

This Divine Help will bewith us* until the day of Jesus Christ”

a. The“Day” when Christ comesto beglorified-2 Th 1:10

b. Thesame“Day’ we will be glorified with Him, by virtue of God' s goodness and work in
conjunction with our faith-2 Th 1:11-12

[With such help asthe basis of our confidence, as long as we are faithful and partakers of God's grace,
Hewill complete Hiswork in ug (but note carefully He 3:12-14). Fndly, we notice in this
thanksgiving of Paul...]

[I.HISDEEP LONGING FOR THEM (8)

A. IN EXPRESSING THE DEPTH OF HISAFFECTION FOR THEM ...
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1. Hecalsupon God as awitness!
a. HeWho knows the hearts of dl men
b. And certainly Who knows the heart of Paul!
2. Hedescribesit asthe “affection of Jesus Chrigt”!
a. l.e, thesame sort of love Jesus has toward us
b. Even as Jesus commanded His disciples, to love one another as He loved us - Jn 13:34

B. THISSORT OF LOVE SHOULD CHARACTERIZE ALL DISCIPLES...
1. Thisishow the world will know that we are truly the disciples of Jesus-Jn 13:35
2. Suchlove comes only by being taught by God - ¢f. 1 Th 4:9-10
3. And how does He teach us? Through the example of His Own Son! -1 Jn 3:16

CONCLUSION

1. How dose Paul must have fdt toward the brethren at Philippi!

2. Andthisisunderstandable, because it wasthe pleasant memoriesof their fellowship in the
gospel of Christ that gave Paul such joy and confidence in the wel-being of the Philippians

3. Note how dl these things relate together:
a.  Joy and confidence comes from pleasant memories
b. Peasant memories come from fellowship in the gospe of Jesus Christ

4. If welack the joy and confidence we desire, the key isto create pleasant memories by sharing with
other workersin the spread of the gospd!!

5. Fndly...
a. Has God begun agood work in you? (viayour obedience to the gospel?)
b. Will He completeit until the day of Jesus Chrigt? (viayour faithful serviceto the Lord?)
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Paul's Prayer For The Philippians
Philippians 1:9-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Trueto theform found in severd of his epidles, Paul follows his salutation and thanksgiving with
aprayer for hisreaders

2. Foundin Ph 1:9-11, we find in this prayer that Paul is concerned about four things in the spiritua
growth and development of the brethren a Philippi

[Thefirgt of theseis...]

|. THAT THEIR LOVE MAY ABOUND (9)

A. “STILL MORE AND MORE..”
1. We have seen were they had excdled in their love toward Paul and othersin the past
a Towards Paul - Ph 4:15-16
b. Towardsthe needy saintsin Jerusdem -2 Co 8:1-5
2. Butacadind principle of Christian growth isthat it should never stop!
a. Indeveoping the graces of a Chrigt-like character, we should always beincreasing - cf.
2Pel:5-8
b. Evenif wearein no need for someoneto teach us“ how’ to love, we can aways use
the admonition to “increase” our love! - eg., 1 Th 4:9-10
3. And 0, Paul praysthat their love may abound “<ill more and more”’

B. “IN KNOWLEDGE AND ALL DISCERNMENT...”
1. Theseaethe“qguidelines’ inwhich their love wasto abound
a. “in knowledge” - according to the right mord principles (which comes from God' s
Word)
b. “all discernment” - usng wisdom to gpply these mora principles most effectively
(such wisdom comes from asking for it in prayer - Ja 1:5; Pro 2:1-9)
2. ThusPaul’s prayer isthat their love may abound for the right things and in theright
way!

[If Paul felt such was necessary for the Philippians, how much more for ourselvestoday! May we never
be satisfied with the degree of love that we may have, but strive to increase our knowledge and wisdom
of how to love others more abundantly. As Paul continues, it is his prayer for the Philippians...]

II. THAT THEY MAY APPROVE THE THINGSTHAT ARE EXCELLENT (10a)

A. THE “PURPOSE’ OF ABOUNDING IN LOVE STILL MORE AND MORE...?
1. Itisposshlethat Paul isbeing progressve in histhoughts here
2. l.e, rather than just listing four equa but unrdated thoughts in this prayer, each of the four
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arerdated and the last three are but building on the thoughts which precede them (aform of
“stair-like” progressive parallelism common in Hebrew writings)
3. If suchisthe case, then Paul isnow explaining “why” our love should abound...

B. “MAY APPROVE THE THINGS THAT ARE EXCELLENT...”
1. To“approve’ isto“try, test, demonstrate”
2. Thispassageisreminiscent of Ro 12:2, where we learn that we are to “prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God”
3. Provetowhom?
a Tooursaves? Certanly...
b. But even more so, to prove to othersthat God' s way is the best way! - cf. 1 Pe 2:15

[Therefore, by abounding in love sill more and more with dl knowledge and discernment, we are able
to demondtrate by our “actions” that God's way is the more excellent way! But there is another reason,
as we continue to see that Paul is concerned for the Philippians...]

III.THAT THEY MAY BE SSINCERE AND WITHOUT OFFENSE (10b)

A. DEFINING “SINCERE” AND “WITHOUT OFFENSE" ...
1. “sncere” involves
a. Having perfect openness toward God and man
b. With aclear conscience (not hypocritica)
2. “without offenseg’” means not to provide occasons for othersto sumble - Ro 14:13

B. SUCH VIRTUESWILL BE FOUND IN THOSE WHO ARE...
1. Abounding in love sill more and more, in knowledge and al discernment!
2. Approving the things that are excellent by their conduct!
--  See Paul’ s progression in thought?

C. PAUL'SCONCERN ISTHAT THESE VIRTUESWILL LAST “TILL THE DAY OF

CHRIST"...

1. Thisisthe second timein this epistle Paul has referred to this* day” (cf. 1:6)

2. Heisreferring to the day when Christ comes again, aday of “ destruction” for some, but
“glory” for others! -2 Th 1:7-12

3. Perhaps Paul’ s concern that these virtues of being “ sincer e and without offense” lasting
till the day of Chrigt is basad upon what will hgppen to those in the kingdom who are guilty
of such things- cf. Mt 13:41-43

[Such astrong warning by Jesus Himsdlf should encourage us to take the thoughts of Paul very
serioudy! Findly, we notice in Paul’ s prayer for the Philippians a concern for their...]

IV.BEING FILLED WITH THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (11)

A. WHICH APPEAR TO BE THE RESULT OF...
1. Abounding in love gtill more and more in knowledge and al discernment
2. Approving the things thet are excdllent
Sermons From Philippians 12
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3. Beng sncere and without offense
-- Notice again the “dair-like’ progressve pardleism!

B. SUCH FRUITSPOSSIBLEONLY “BY JESUSCHRIST"...
1. For without Him, we would not know what true loveredly id -1 Jn 3:16
2. For without Him, we would not have the ability to demondrate whet is excdlent - cf. Ph 4:
13

C. SUCH FRUITSTO BE OFFERED “TO THE GLORY AND PRAISE OF GOD” ...
1. Jug asJesussadin letting our light shine- Mt 5:16
2. Jus as Peter wrote in speaking of our good works - 1 Pe 2:12
3. Andrightfully o, for it is God who through the gift of His Son has..
a. Shown us wha loveredly is
b. Taught us what things are redly excdlent in His sght
c. Empowered us to be able to demondtrate the excellence of His Will, that we may be
sncere and without offense!

CONCLUSION

1. SuchisPaul’sprayer for the Philippians, for achurch that had demondtrated it’ s love and
fathfulnessto Paul again and again

2. BEven asexcdlent asthe church was, Paul could il pray for them to abound still more and more!

3. How much more, then, should wel May we take the prayer of Paul, and make it our own for
ourselves and for brethren we know!
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Making Good Out Of I
Philippians 1:12-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe continue our sudy, we should redly begin to gppreciate the statement that “ this epistleis
like awindow into the apostle’s own bosom.”

2. We have dready seen Paul’ s fondness for the saints a Philippi, as expressed in his thanksgiving
(Ph 1:3-8) and prayer (Ph 1:9-11)

3. Inthislesson, we shdl see Paul’ s j oy, despite circumstances which would cause most people to be
despondent

4. Thetitleof thislessonis“ Making Good Out Of I11”, for thisiswhat Paul did, aswe find in our
text (Ph 1:12-18)

[Notice firgt, that Paul was* M aking Good Out Of 111", even...]

. INIMPRISONMENT (12-14)

A. PAUL INFORMSTHEM OF THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL ... (12)

1
2.

The Philippians were aware of Paul’s circumstances - cf. Ph 4:14

Y et he does not want them to be overly concerned

a. For he had “good news’ - not bad news!

b. The“gospe” was till being soread!

Now, Paul could have looked at the bad side of his Situation...

a. Hisown imprisonment

b. Hisredrictionin trave

But Paul looked at life from the viewpoint of the gospd...

a. |If the gospd was spreading, it was “good news’!

b. And hisimprisonment was actuadly increasing the progress of the gospd!!

[How? Let'sread on...]

B. THERE WERE SERMONSIN HISCHAINS... (13)

1.

Being under “ house arrest” (cf. Ac 28:30-31) congtantly made reference to the cause of

Jesus Chrigt

a. Hewas not there for norma reasons (e.g., crimes)

b. So hisdtuation naturaly sparked interest and discussion

In thisway, the message of the gospel was made known to “ the whole palace guard”

a Mot likely the emperor’ s own guards, who were put in charge of specia prisoners
awaiting their gpped before Caesar

b. Though alowed some freedom, Paul was still under constant guard - cf. Ac 28:16
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c. But these guards were dso under the congtant influence of Paul and the gospe!!
1) They could not help overhearing what Paul taught otherdl - again cf. Ac 28:30-31
2) Itisdmog certain Paul would have tried to teach his “captive audience’ (those
soldiers chained to him)
d. Soitispossblethat some of them were converted (for they would be included of those
“who are Caesar’s household” - cf. Ph 4:22)
3. Themessage was dso being spread “to all the rest”
a. Perhaps by word of mouth
b. And by vigtation - again cf. Ac 28:30-31
4. And so, Paul could see “ good out of ill”!
a. Bengin protective custody gave him free rein to preach the gospd to guards and his
vigtord
b. But he saw even more “good out of ill”...

C. HISEXAMPLE WASPROMPTING OTHERSTO ACTION... (14)
1. Hisimprisonment caused most brethren to be more confident and bold themselves
a. They saw that he was a liberty to teach, “ with all confidence, no one for bidding
him” - Ac 28:31
b. That prompted themto “ speak the word without fear” - Ph 1:14
2. So the gospel was being spread, and to Paul, that’s good news!

[Thereis an application for us to make today, but before we do o, let’ s notice another example of how
Paul was“ M aking Good Out Of [11”, even...]

II. IN PERSECUTION (15-18)

A. SOME WERE PREACHING TO HURT PAUL ... (15a,16)
1. Suchindividuaswere motivated by “envy”, " strife”, and “ selfish ambition”
2. They thought they could add &ffliction to Paul’ s chains
3. Theseindividuas could ether be “Judaizers’ or jealous church leaders

B. BUT WE SEE PAUL’S CONQUERING JOY SHINING THROUGH THE GLOOM...
(15b, 17-18)
1. First, because he did not lose sight of those preaching out of “love” and “goodwill”
a.  Those who knew Paul was imprisoned because of the gospel
b. Those who knew their preaching would increase the gospd and thus encourage Paul
c. And 0, Paul did not fdl into the trgp of “sdf-pity” and “despair” so common among
preachers
1) Who when persecuted, think they are the only oneswho are faithful
2) 'Who when persecuted, lose sght of the faithful because of the unfaithful
2. Secondly, because he could see those seeking to per secute him wer e inadvertently
spreading the gospdl! - Ph 1:18
a. Though in pretense, though from envy and drife, Christ was till being preached!
b. And snce“preaching Christ and Him crucified’ was Paul’smain purposein life (cf.
1 Co 2:2), he could find cause to rgjoice even when Christ was preached by those who
meant him harm!
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[So we see how Paul could was* M aking Good Out Of [1I”, even in imprisonment and in
per secution. What gpplications can we make from this today?]

[11.DRAWING SOME APPLICATIONSFROM THISTEXT

A. UNDERSTANDING THE “KEY” TO “MAKING GOOD OUT OF ILL"...
1. For Paul, it was making the proclamation of Jesus Christ hisgoal, his purposein life,
his highegt joy!
2. Soitcanbeforus If wedo the same...
a Wecan experienceajoy greater than any other (just as John did - cf. 3.Jn 4)
b. Wecan “make good out ill” injust about any circumstances, for example...

1) Hospital confinement (as we communicate the gospd in both word and life to
those ministering to our needs)

2) Difficult gtuationsat work, with family, and even with the church (aswe
demongrate the impact the gospel can have in dedling with these problems)

3) Evenin death and dying (aswe will learn more about in our next lesson)

3. If wemake magnifying Christ our primary focus in life, we can dways “make good out
of ill™!

B. TAKE HEART KNOWING THAT GOD CAN USE “IMPERFECT” TEACHERS...
1. Many get discouraged by dl the “false teachers’ we see on TV and radio, etc.

a

b.

C.

But much of their error isintergpersed with some truth

God is able to use them to lead others who are seeking the truth allittle closer to His
truth

The fase teachers will be held accountable for their error; we can at the least rgjoice
that to some degree, Christ is preached!

2. Many who would teach others about Christ, hesitate to do so out of fear they may say the
wrong thing

a

b.

Yet we seein our text that God could use those who were imperfect in motive to
proclam Jesus to others - Ph 1:18

If God can use those imperfect in motive, can He not also use thoseimperfect in
ability?

1) Paul certainly claimed lack of ability to some degree- cf. 1 Co 2:3-4

2) So God can use us, to whatever degree we are able!

3) And wherever we may be lacking, can use someone else to supplement our efforts!

CONCLUSION

1. To put it another way, not only was Paul “making good out of ill”, but God is able to “meake good

out ill"!

2. And 0 can we, if we like Paul make “preaching Chrigt” the mgor focusin lifel Do we?

Evenif you arelogt in 9n, or achild of God who has strayed away, you can let Christ make good
out of your ill circumstances by obeying His gospd...
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Magnifying Christ In Life And Death
Philippians 1:19-26

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe continueto look into the heart of the gpostle Paul, we find a man who despite difficult
circumgtances gill maintained a strong expectation, hope, and confidence concerning the
future

2. Inour text for this study, we find Paul expressing that strong hope and confidence - Ph 1:19-26

3. Many lessons can be gleaned from this passage, but we will “zero in” on Paul’ s expectation and
hopethat “ Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” - Ph 1:20
a.  Why would Paul desire to “megnify Chrigt” with hislife?

b. Why would he want to “magnify Chrig” by hisdeath?
¢. How would he do it?

[These are some of the questionswe' Il ook & in thislesson. To begin, let’s consider the idea of Paull...]

. MAGNIFYING CHRIST BY HISLIFE

A. WHY WOULD PAUL WANT TO MAGNIFY CHRIST BY HISLIFE...?
1. Becauseof Chrit’slovefor him-2 Co 5:14-15
2. Because of the strength Christ gave him for daily living - Ph 4:13
3. Because of what Christ would one day do for him - Ph 3:20-21

B. HOW DID PAUL MAGNIFY CHRIST BY HISLIFE...?
1. By hisattitude toward Christ
a. Whichwas“toliveisChrist” (21)
b. He made Jesus the preeminent focus of hislife - cf. Ph 3:7-8
2. Bydevoting hislifein serving Christ - cf. Ga 2:20
a. Aslong ashelived, he would offer fruitful serviceto Jesus Chrigt - Ph 1:22
b. Aslong ashelived, he would so live as to promote the progress of his brethren in Christ
- Ph 1:25-26
1) For he knew that what one did for his brethren, he did for Christ!
2) Cf.Ac9:4-5; 1Co 8:12; Mt 25:40,45

C. WHAT OF OURSELVES...?
1. Do we desireto magnify Christ with our lives?
2. Areweliving in amanner that megnifies Chrigt?
a. l.e, leting Chrig livein us and we living for Him
b. Il.e, soliving asto promote progress and joy in the cause of Christ among His brethren
who are dso our own
1) Do we encourage or discourage the brethren?
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2) E.g., do we discourage the brethren by apathy, or negligence of the assemblies?
- cf. Pro18:9
3. Doesnot Chrigt provide sufficient motive to do s0?
a. Heloved us, and gave His lifefor ud
b. Hepromisesto help ud
c. Hewill greaily blessusif we do!

[Every Christian has reason to magnify Chrigt in hisor her lifel May we dl seek to make better use of
our livesinthisarea. But remember that Paul was aso concerned abot...|

II. MAGNIFYING CHRIST BY HISDEATH

A. WHY WOULD PAUL WANT TO MAGNIFY CHRIST IN HISDEATH...?
1. Certainly for some of the reasons aready noted
2. But dso because of what death would mean to Paul because of Chrigt!
a Becauseof Chrigt, “todieisgain” (21)
b. Todiemeansto“bewith Christ, which isfar better” (23)
1) Paul understood that when a Chrigtian dies, they go to be with the Lord! - cf. 2 Co
5:6-8; 1 Th 5:9-10
2) S0 Jesus Himslf promised to the churches of Asa- cf. Re 2:10,26-27; 3:21
3) Thisappearsto the point of the vison seen by John and recorded in Re 7:9-17
3. Inview of thiswonderful hope, Paul would gladly megnify Christ, even by his desth!

B. HOW WASPAUL WILLING TO MAGNIFY CHRIST BY HISDEATH...?

1. By hiswillingnessto diein sarvice to Chrigt and his brethren - Ph 2:17-18
a Hewas determined to serve them, eveniif it killed him!
b. But then, what better way to die, in the service of the Lord?

2. Of course, thisis how Paul eventudly did magnify Christ by hisdeath - cf. 2 Ti 4:6-8
a. Hefaithfully served His Lord and his brethren
b. And he died because of his service to them (tradition says that he was beheaded by

Nero)

C. WHAT ABOUT US...?
1. We have the same motives to magnify Christ by our deaths
a. Theasurance of eternd life
b. The assurance of being with our Lord
2. Will we magnify Chrig by our degths?
a. Unlessthe Lord returnsfirgt, we will dl die anyway
b. What better way to die, in amanner which magnifies the One who makes even desth a
blessng!
3. How can we magnify Christ today by our deaths?
a. Itisunlikey wewill suffer martyrdom for our faith
b. But we can ill determine to wear out in our serviceto the Lord, rather than rust out!
1) Toomany Chrigtians “retire’ in their service to God when they retire from their
secular jobs
2) They dlow theinfirmities of age or Scknessto render them virtudly fruitless
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3) Or they dlow the fear of death to be overly cautious about what they do
a) E.g., fear of an accident keeps many aged Christians from coming to services
b) But wouldn't be better to diein serviceto the Lord, than to just rust away,

gtting a home?
C. More Chrigtians need to have the attitude of Paul and other Christians | have known

- cf. Ac 20:22-24; 21:13

1) Who would rather be “ poured out” in their service to Chrig, rather than become a
“ stagnant pool”

2) They arethose describedin Re 12:11

3) Andthey are dso like those described in Psa 92:12-15

4. Indeed, the way we face impending degth, whether young or old, can be a means of

megnifying Chrigt!

CONCLUSION

1. If wearegoing to be ableto say with Paul, “ To liveis Chrigt, to dieisgain”, we have to
magnify Christ both in lifeand in death!

2. Jesus has certainly given us every motive for doing so!

3. Solet’s encourage one another in both word and deed to so live, and to so die, that we magnify
Jesus Chrigt!
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Conduct Worthy Of The Gospel
Philippians 1:27-30

INTRODUCTION

1. Uptothispoint in hisepistie, Paul has been informing the church at Philippi concerning his Stuation

2. We have seen that his attitude was one of joy and confidence

3. With verse 27, Paul begins a series of practical exhortations concerning the Chridtian life

4. Thefirg exhortation isfound in verses 27-30, and it pertainsto “ Conduct Worthy Of The
Gospel” (please read)

[As we examine these verses, let’ sfirgt notice some...]

. “GENERAL” OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING OUR “CONDUCT”

A. LOOKING AT THE WORD “CONDUCT” ITSELF...

1.
2.
3.

5.

The KJV trandates thisword as “ conver sation”

Inthe Gr eek, it literdly means* behave as citizens”

To those a Philippi, thisword would likely have specia meaning...

a. Forthecity a Philippi was a Roman colony

b. Mog of its citizens were actudly transplanted citizens of Rome, retired soldiers who had
been encouraged to settle there

c. Sothough they were living in Philippi, they were expected to “behave as citizens” of
Rome

Paul applies thisterm to the life of a Chridtian...

a. Whose “dtizenship” isactudly in heaven - cf. Ph 3:20

b. So though we may live on earth, we are to “behave as citizens” of heaven!

This leads usto our next observation...

B. OUR “BEHAVIOR ASCITIZENS' ISTO BE “WORTHY” OF THE GOSPEL...

1.
2.

Thisimplies that there is behavior that isNOT worthy of the gospdl!

And to act unworthy of the gospel would bring shame upon the gospdl!

a. Jugt asan American citizen who misbehaves in aforeign country sheds a bad reflection
on his home country

b. The gpostle Peter would have us remember the importance of proper conduct as we
“sojourn’ here in a.country not our own - 1 Pe 2:11-12

If we are not “behaving as dtizens” in amanner “worthy” of the gospel, then the only

dternative is behaving in an “unworthy” manner!

C. OUR “BEHAVIOR ASCITIZENS’ ISTO BEWORTHY “WITH OR WITHOUT”
THE PRESENCE OF OTHER CHRISTIANS...
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Note that Paul said “ whether | come and seeyou or am absent”
Paul evidently did not want their faith to be Smply an “ environmental faith”
What isan “environmentd faith?’
a. A fathtotaly dependent upon the environment
1) E.g., remaning faithful while under the postive influences of one’s home, church, or
“Chrigtian’ college
2) But take that person out of such an environment, and his or her faith islost!
b. Somesgnsof an “environmenta” faith
1) Prayingin public, but not in private
2) Studying the Bible when a church, but not in private
3) A lack of persona closeness and dependence upon God and Jesus Christ
Paul’ s hope was that the Philippians’ “behavior as citizens” was not dependent upon his
presence
Likewise, our behavior should not be dependent upon the presence of other Chrigtians, but
upon the presence of Christ donel!

[Having consdered these “generd” observations about “ Conduct Worthy Of The Gospd”, let’s now

look at...]

. “SPECIFIC"” OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING OUR “CONDUCT”

A. IT INVOLVES*"“STANDING FAST IN ONE SPIRIT"... (27)

1.

2.

“Behaving as ditizens” involves “ standing fast” againgt those things which would beset us.

a. Thelure of the world in which we live, with itsimmoraity and materidism

b. Thesn of unbdlief, which can strike a even the most mature Chrigtians, during crises of
doubt

c. The decaitfulness of fase doctrines, showing great promise but leading us away from
Chrigt

-- All such thingswe mugt “stand fast” againd!

Note aso that we must stand fast * in one spirit”

a  Wearenot to stand strong by ourselves, in isolation from one another, but in unity!

b.  Unworthy conduct usualy begins when we neglect the blessings of fellowship and
togetherness

c. Theimportance of unity in our conduct will be developed further in thisepistle

B. IT INVOLVES“WITH ONE MIND STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF
THE GOSPEL” ... (27)

1.

3.

4,

“Behaving as ditizens” includes:

a. Aggressvdy promoting the gospe of Jesus Chrigt (“griving”)

b. Doing thisin unity with other Chrigtians (“together with one mind”)

Our conduct is unbecoming the gospd if we are:

a. Not driving for the faith of the gospd

b. Not doing it in unity with other brethren

Do we not see here the need for “identifying with a congregation” and closdly working
together with them?

Are those who drift around from church to church, never “placing membership”, truly
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behaving in a conduct worthy of the gospel?

C. ITINVOLVES“NOT INANY WAY TERRIFIED BY YOUR ADVERSARIES’ ...

(28-30)

1. Chrigianswaking in amanner worthy of the gospel will not be troubled by those who may
ridicule or even persecute them!
a. For even though the world may consder such “fearlessness’ as evidence that we are

crazy...

b. Such courageis actudly evidence of our salvation! - cf. Mt 5:10-12

2. There may come times when we who have been “granted to believe in Jesus” are also
“privileged to suffer for His sake”’
a.  Such was the case with Paul, and evidently the Philippians as well
b. Should it ever be our “lot” to suffer for Chrigt, remember that it will be a“privilege”
c. Therefore our attitude should be like that of the gpostlesin Ac 5:41-42

CONCLUSION

1. Sohereare some of the thingsinvolved as “behaving as citizens” of the kingdom of heaven, and
having a“conduct worthy of the gospd of Chrigt...
a. Standing fast in one pirit
b. With one mind sriving together for the faith of the gospd
c. Notinany way terrified by our adversaries
-- And this being the case, no matter what the “environment” (mora climate) might be!

2. Thisiscertanly not dl thet isinvolved, for in chapter two we will learn more of what is expected of
Chrigians

3. Butinview of thesethings...
a. Isour conduct worthy of the gospel of Christ?
b. Arewe behaving as citizens of heaven while sojourning on this earth?

If not...could it be that we have forgotten the privileges we enjoy by “bdieving in Jesus” and even
“auffering for Jesus’?
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The Unity That Produces Joy
Philippians 2:1-4

INTRODUCTION

1. Atthispointin hisepisieto the Philippians, Paul is exhorting his brethren in regards to Chrigtian
living

2. Inthe previous section, we notice that he encouraged them to manifest “ Conduct Worthy Of The
Gospel” - Ph 1:27-30

3. Inour text for this study, Paul exhorts them to manifest “ The Unity That Produces Joy” - Ph 2:
1-4

4. Indoing S0, Paul describes three aspects of such unity:
a. Themotivation for having unity that producesjoy (1)
b. Thenature of unity that producesjoy (2)
c. Theattitudes required for unity that producesjoy (3,4)
[Aswe begin, let’s carefully consder Paul’ s description of...]

|. THE*MOTIVATION” FOR HAVING UNITY THAT PRODUCES JOY (1)

A. DOWE NOT HAVE ANY “CONSOLATION IN CHRIST"...?
1. When Paul says“if thereisany consolation...”, heisnot doubting thet thereis
a Thisisacommon use of the conditiond “if...then” where given the redity of the “if”
clause, “theri’ apoint should naturaly follow
b. For example, consder Ga 3:29...
1) Where Paul wrote “If you are Chridt’s, then...”
2) The*if" does not suggest doubt that they could be Christ’ s for in the previous verse
he said that they were!
C. Insuch cases, the “if” meansthe same thing as“since’
2. Indeed, there is much consolation (comfort) to be found in Christ!
a. Asexpressed to the brethren at Thessalonica, there is consolation from Christ in “every
good word and work” - 2 Th 2:16-17
b. And as written to the Corinthians, such consolation abounds even in the midst of
tribulation - 2 Co 1:3-5

B. DO WE NOT HAVE ANY “COMFORT OF LOVE"...?
1. Do we not enjoy any comfort that comes from love?
2. Does not the love that comes from God, Chrigt, the Holy Spirit, and even our brethren
provide any comfort? - again, cf. 2 Co 1:3-5
3. Indeed, it does to those who will receiveit!
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C. DOWE NOT HAVE ANY “FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT”...?

1.
2.
3.
4,

5.

Indeed, al who have been baptized into Chrigt has received the gift of the Holy Spirit - Ac
2:38-39; 5:32

As the church (the temple of God), the Spirit dwdlsinus-1 Co 3:16

Even our individua bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit -1 Co 6:19

Not only by the Spirit have we al been baptized into one body, but have dl been made to
drink of the one Spirit - 1 Co 12:13; cf. Jn 7:37-39

Indeed there is atrue “communion of the Holy Spirit” available for Chrigians-2 Co 13:14

D. DOWE NOT HAVE ANY “AFFECTION AND MERCY"...?

1.
2.

There isthe “affection’” that comes from Jesus and from other brethren - eg., Ph 1:8
Thereisthe “mercy” that comes from our loving Father in heaven - Ep 2:4-7

[Enjoying dl these benefits, should they not serve to encourage us to have “the unity that produces joy’?
It certainly moved Paul to write and encourage the Philippians toward this “unity”! But exactly what
kind of unity isit that producesjoy...7]

I[I. THE “NATURE” OF THE UNITY THAT PRODUCES JOY (2)

A. ITINVOLVES“BEING LIKE-MINDED”...

1.
2.

Which means to “think the same thing”
That thisis a necessary qudity of unity is evident from Paul’scommentsin 1 Co 1:10

B. ITINVOLVES“HAVING THE SAME LOVE” ...

1.
2.

Thisisanaturd consequence if we are firgt “like-minded”
Having the same love, we will love:
a. Thesamethings, in matters pertaining to Christ and His church!
b. Oneanother with the same kind of love
1) Our lovefor one another will be of the samekind: sincere, fervent, and from a pure
heart - 1 Pe 1:23
2) Our love for one another will be mutual, not one-sded, asis often the case

C. IT INVOLVES“BEING OF ONE ACCORD"...
1. Litedly, “of one soul; having your soulsjoined together”

2.

It suggests acting together asif one soul isdriving them

3. Therefore, working together in complete harmony, not as separate entities going our

separate way's

D. IT INVOLVESBEING “OF ONE MIND"...
1. TheNASV says*“intent on one purpose”’
2. Not only working together outwardly, but inwardly, having the same purpose and intentions

[When such conditions exist in aloca congregation, then the “unity that produces joy” will be fully
experienced! But what are the attitudes required for having such unity?]

[II.THE*ATTITUDES’ REQUIRED FOR THE UNITY THAT PRODUCES JOY (3,4)
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A. “LET NOTHING BE DONE THROUGH SELFISH AMBITION OR CONCEIT”...
1. Firg, itisnecessary to point out those attitudes we should NOT havel
2. Possessang these attitudes will destroy unity
a. For both involve “self-centered” attitude
b. Rather than a*“Christ-centered” attitude
3. Therefore, it isrequired that we rid oursaves of:
a. Thedesirefor exalting self (“sdfish ambition’)
b. Theimproper estimation of sdlf (“concet”)
4. In place of these, we should subgtitute...

B. “LOWLINESSOF MIND”...
1. Inother words, humility
2. Thiswill effectively replace the problem of * conceit”
3. Humility should be easy to maintain if we remember our own faults

C. “LET EACH ESTEEM OTHERSBETTER THAN HIMSELF” ...
1. Thisshould be easy for usto do...
a. For weare aware of our own defects, but we do not have the same clear view of the
defects of others
b. We can only seetheir outward conduct; in our case, we can look within
c. We see our own hearts, with dl its faults; we cannot so look into the hearts of others
2. Inwriting to the brethren at Rome, Paul exhorted them to outdo one another in this regard
- “in honor giving preferenceto one another” - Ro 12:10b

D. “LOOK OUT...FOR THE INTERESTSOF OTHERS' ...
1. Thisattitude diminatesthe problem of “ selfish ambition”
2. ltistheattitude of maturity and was the attitude of Christ! - Ro 15:1-3
3. Soit should be the attitude of every Chrigtian!

CONCLUSION

1. These attitudes are essentid if we are going to have “ The Unity That Produces Joy”!

2. Thisisnot to suggest that these attitudes alone will bring about such unity...
a. For “TheUnity That Produces Joy” comesonly when it is unity based upon the truths Jesus
taught
b. These attitudes without that truth will only produce a fase sense of joy
c. But without these attitudes, holding to the truth itself will not give usthejoy we seek!

Therefore, let us “fulfill our joy’ by making sure that we manifest these attitudes as we attempt to live
according to the truth that isin Jesud!
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TheMind Of Christ
Philippians 2:5-11

INTRODUCTION

1.

Invs. 1-4 of this second chapter, Paul wrote about “ The Unity That Produces Joy” , inwhich he
described:

a. Themotivation for having this unity

b. Thenature of thisunity

c. Theattitudes necessary to have this unity

In describing the latter, he caled upon the Philippians to:

a. Do nothing through sdfish ambition or concet

b. Havelowliness of mind in which they esteem others better than themseaves
c. Look out for the interests of others, and not only those of their own

Invs. 5, Paul continues to exhort them to have “thismind” (the attitudes of vs. 3-4), pointing out
that thisis dso the “mind of Chrigt”

Invs. 6-11, Paul eaborates on the “mind of Chrig” (or the atitude of Christ), which will serve as
the focus of this particular Sudy

[Firgt, note that “ The Mind Of Chrig”...]

LACKED SELFISH AMBITION OR CONCEIT (6)

A. PRIOR TO HISINCARNATION...

1. Jesuswas*in theform of God’
a. Thatis “Heexiged as essentidly onewith God” (Vincent’s Word Studies)
b. Thisisinaccord with what weread in Jn 1:1-3

2. Hewasadso “ equal with God’
a AgannoticeJn 1.1
b. Hecetanly shared smilar glory with the Father (Jn 17:5), something the Father

refused to share with any created being (cf. Is42:8)

B. YET CHRIST DID NOT CONSIDER SUCH EQUALITY “ROBBERY”...
1. Lit., “athingto be grasped’; that is, something to be laid hold of, and retained jedoudy
2. The“dlory” of equality with God which Chrigt enjoyed from eternity was not something
Hefdt like Hehad to cdling on to
3. A true demongtration of alack of selfish ambition and conceit on the part of our Lord!

C. DOWEHAVE “THE MIND OF CHRIST”...?
1. Do we consder our “sanding” before others (whatever that may be) something to be held
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onto?

Do we consder ourselves more important than others, and consider that distinction
something to be preserved at dl cogts?

If s0, then welack “TheMind Of Christ”!

[As we continue to read on in our text, we see also that “ The Mind Of Chrigt”...]

II. LOOKED OUT FOR THE INTERESTS OF OTHERS (7-8)

A. WHEN CHRIST BECAME FLESH...

1.

He“ made Himself of no reputation”

a Someversonssay “emptied Himsd”

b. Hedivested Himsdf of the “glory” He had with the Father - cf. Jn 17:5

He took upon Himsdf “the form of a servant”

a. Hedid not comeasa“king’, “noblemar’, etc.

b. But asthelowly son of asmple carpenter

He came “in thelikeness of men’

a. Assuch, He could experience their temptations and sufferings - He 2:14,17-18; 4:15;
57

b. In other words, though deity, Hewastruly “man’ (not some sort of “superman’)

He“humbled Himsdf and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of

the cross’

a. Condder He5:8

b. Thoughin every way aman like you or me (while il the Son of God), He humbled
Himsdlf and obediently suffered and died on the cross!

Why did Jesusdo all this?

B. HEDIDIT ALL FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS...!

1.

2.
3.

He became man, humbled himsdlf as aman, was obedient, and then died on the cross -
because it was in our own best interest!

Hedid it, to bear our reproach - cf. Ro 15:1-3; 1s53:4-6

Y es, He was looking out for our interests!

C. DOWE HAVE “THE MIND OF CHRIST”...?

1.
2.

We do, if we are looking out for the interests of others
We do, if we arewilling to humble oursalves, even sacrifice oursavesif it be in the best
interests of others- cf. 1 Jn 3:16

[Suchis“ TheMind Of Christ”, one of humility and service to others; but itisaso onethat is..]

III.HIGHLY EXALTED BY GOD (9-11)

A. INTHE CASE OF JESUS...

1.

2.

Heisagood example of the Scripturd maxim: *“ He that humbles himsdlf shall be
exalted’
For God has highly exated Jesus in two ways:
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a. Inthepresent - by giving Him “the name which is aove every name’ (the name by
which men must be saved - Ac 4:12)

b. Inthefuture - tha a His name “every knee should bow...that every tongue should
confess’ HeisLord! - Re 5:11-14

BUT ALSO IN OUR CASE...

1. Those who possess“ The Mind Of Christ” will participate in that great future exdtation of
Christ! - cf. R0 8:16-18; 2 Th 1:10-12

2. lsn't thisawonderful motivation for usto have“ The Mind Of Christ” ?

CONCLUSION

1. Wehave seenin this passagethat “ The Mind Of Christ” involves...

a

b
C.
d

Humility

. Obedience

Sacrifice

. Great Reward

2. Dowe possess“ TheMind Of Chrigt” ? We should, for it isthe“ key” to:

a

b.

The unity that producesjoy!
Oneday sharing in “glory”’ together with Chrigt!

3. AsChridians, let’ s be diligent to manifest “ The Mind Of Christ” in our relaionship to God and to
each other

If you are not a Christian, why not begin possessing “The Mind of Chrig” by following His example of
humble obedience to the Will of God...
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Work Out Your Own Salvation
Philippians 2:12-18

INTRODUCTION

1. One of the thingsthat interests me about Paul’ swritingsisthat he isintensaly practica

2. Hedwaysreates...
a. Doctrine and duty
b. Creed and character
c. Fathandlife
-- ToPaul, these are inseparable!

3. Soitisnow, that having described the example of Chrigt, he bases upon that example his
exhortation to earnest endeavor towards spiritua progress - Ph 2:12-18

4. Inthispassage, Paul exhorts Chrigiansto “Work Out Your Own Salvation”; in this lesson, there
are severd observations | would like to make concerning what thisinvolves

[Firgt, consder that asyou “Work Out Your Own Salvation” that...]

|. THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF OBEDIENCE (12a)

A. THAT DONE ONLY IN THE PRESENCE OF OTHERS...

1. Thisisavery common form of obedience
a. Done only when others are around
b. Because we fear what others might think if we don't behave a certain way

2. Yet Paul did want the Philippians’ obedience to be of that sort
a. For thenit would only be whet he cdls e sewhere “ eye-service” - cf. Co 3:22
b. Ther fath would then only be an “ environmental faith” (afath whichisactive only if

the environment is conducive to it)

B. THAT DONE IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHERS...
1. Thisisthe proper form of obedience
a. Doneto please God, conscience, and no one el se!
b. Thistype of obedience remainsfaithful no matter what others do or think
2. Itisthistype of obedience...
a. That Paul hoped for in the lives of his beloved friends
b. That we should render in our service to the Lord and His cause

[Secondly, we should aso bear in mind that asyou “Work Out Your Own Salvation” ...]

1. ITINVOLVESTHE WORKING OF BOTH MAN AND GOD (12b-13)
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A. MANHASA ROLETO PLAY INHISSALVATION...
1. Hemus “work out” hissdvation

a. AsPeter preached on the Day of Pentecost - Ac 2:40

b. And dso wrote later to Chrigtians - 2 Pe 1: 10

-- Therefore man is not totaly passive (or helpless) when it comesto his sdvation!

2. Hemus dso have“fear and trembling” inworking out his savation

a. Thereisaplacefor theright kind of fear in the life of a Chridtian
1) The*“fear of the Lord” isthe beginning of knowledge - Pro 1:7
2) The“fear of the Lord” will cause oneto hate evil - Pro 8:13
3) The*“fear of the Lord” will prolong life - Pro 10:27
4) The*“fear of the Lord” provides strong confidence and is afountain of life - Pro 14:

26-27
5) The“fear of the Lord” prompts one to depart from evil - Pro 16:6
6) The*“fear of the Lord” leadsto a satifying life, and spares one from much evil - Pro
19:23

7) The*fear of the Lord” isthe way to riches, honor, and life! - Pro 22:4

b. Prompted by the “fear of the Lord” to hate evil, depart from it, and turn to God where
they will find wisdom, life and honor, they will aso come to find that love which dispdls
any improper kind of “fear” - cf. 1 Jn 4:17-18

c. But many never experienced such love from God because they have not had the “fear
and trembling” in the firg place!

B. BUT GOD ISALSO VERY MUCH INVOLVED IN OUR SALVATION...!
1. Noticethat Paul writes“for it is God who worksin you”
a. Wearenot donein our efforts to serve God
b. Godisdwaysthereto help usaong
2. Inwhat way does God “work” in us? Paul identifies two ways.
a. “towill” - God hdpsusin our desire and motivation to do Hiswill
b. “todo” - Heworksright dong together with ud!
3. Thisdoesnot deny that man isafree mord agent...
a. Paul hasdready said to “work out your own savation’
b. But when we offer ourselvesin service to God, He becomes our partner, our “copilot”
- cf. He 13:20-21
1) Atour conversion, He begins anew work in us, and intends to completeit - Ph 1:6
2) Through Hisindwdling Spirit and Son, He gives us whatever strength we need - Ep
3:16; Ph 4:13
3) Sothat, whatever we may becomeinthe Lord, it isby Hisgrace! - 1 Co 15:10
c. Unfortunately, many Chrigtians hinder God’ swork in them by their lukewarm attitude
(orisit ther lack of faith in God?)
d. God canwork (and iswilling!), but only if we let Him!
4. Knowing that God is at work in us, this ought to provide further motivation to work out our
svation!

[Asweread on, welearn that oneisto “Work Out Your Own Salvation”...]

[11.DOING SO WITHOUT MURMURING AND DISPUTING (14)
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A. MURMURING WASTHE DOWNFALL OF ISRAEL...
1. Noticel Co10:10-12
2. Thiscan dso be a problem among many Christians today whenever they face hardships
3. Butwearetold that God is ever ready to help us (1 Co 10:13), and that He isin us both to
“will” and to “work” (Ph 2:13), so why complain?
4. Rather, rgoicefor the opportunity such “tribulations” give usto develop spiritudly! - Ro 5:
3-5;Jal:2-4

B. DISPUTING OFTEN FOLLOWSMURMURING...
1. Those who murmur are likely to be the same ones who begin disputing with others
2. All it accomplishesisill will, and in many cases, unnecessary divison
3. Shdl we dare destroy the unity for which Christ died on the crossto attain?
[We need to heed Paul’ s exhortation to “Work Out Your Own Salvation”...]

IV.SO YOU CAN SHINE ASLIGHTSIN THE WORLD (15-16)

A. TO SHINE ASLIGHTS, WE MUST BE CHILDREN OF GOD WITHOUT FAULT...
1. Whichispossbleonly if we*“become blameless and harmless’
2. Which requires doing dl things* without murmuring and disputing”
3. Which can only happen if we dlow God to “work in” usaswe *“work out” our own
sdvation; in other words...
a. Allow God go forgive usin obedience to the gospe
b. Allow God to strengthen us through His Word and prayer
c. Allow God to change usin conformity to His Will

B. TOSHINEASLIGHTS, WE MUST BE “IN THE MIDST” OF CROOKED AND
PERVERSE GENERATION...
1. Lightsarevaueonly if they are used to dispd darkness - cf. Mt 5:14-15
2. Though we areto “ be separate” from the world (2 Co 6:14-18), we must “ not isolate”
oursgvesfromit - cf. Jn 17:15,18; 1 Co 5:9-11
3. We mugt associate with those in the world in order to be a positive influence

C. TOSHINEASLIGHTS, WE MUST “HOLD FAST” THE WORD OF LIFE...

1. Sometrandations read “hold forth’
2. Certainly we should do both...

a. “hold fast” the Word of life (by our study and obediencetoit) -2 Ti 2:15

b. “hold forth” the Word of life (by offering it to those in the world) - Mk 16:15
3. Inboth ways, we are to be like “The Statue Of Liberty”

a.  Showing the way

b. Offering hope to those in need

[Acting as“lightsin theworld”, we bring grest joy to those who taught us the Word of God (16).
Findly, Paul writesthat asyou “Work Out Your Own Salvation”, it should include...]

Sermons From Philippians 31



Mark A. Copeland

V. REJOICING IN YOUR SACRIFICES (17-18)

A. WE MAY BE CALLED UPON TO SACRIFICE OURSELVES...
1. It may bein sarviceto our own faith, or in the service of the faith of others
2. It may be asacrifice of time, energy, money, or even life itsdlf
3. Butitisfor agood cause, and thisis how Paul viewed his possible execution for the cause
of Chrigt

B. SUCH SACRIFICES CAN BE AN OCCASION FOR GLADNESSAND

REJOICING...!

1. Thisishow Paul viewed it

2. For heknew his sacrifices was in the cause of saving others

3. And he knew that their sdlvation would ultimatdly bring him greater joy a Chrit’ scoming
-cf.1Th 2:19-20

4. Does not the prospect of seeing each other in the presence of the Lord at His coming...
a. Make any sacrifice for one another worthwhile?
b. Congitute good reason to be glad and rgjoice in sacrificid service?

CONCLUSION

4,

Such are some of the things involved in the sdvation God offers
Arethey included in your effortsto “ Work Out Your Own Salvation” ?

As someone has suggested: “Work asthough it all depended upon you, but pray asthough it
all depended upon God”

Indeed we should, for as we work out our salvation, it is God who isworking in usl

Areyou doing your part?

Sermons From Philippians 32



Mark A. Copeland

Paul's Son And Brother
Philippians 2:19-30

INTRODUCTION

1. We have dready observed that this epistle is very persond in nature

2. Further proof of thisis now seen as we consder Paul’ s remarks concerning two men; one
described asa“ son” to Paul, the other asa* brother” - Ph 2:19-30

3. Paul’scomments reved that these two men demonstrated the “mind of Christ” about which Paul
encouraged the Philippians to have earlier in this chapter

[In this study, we shdl notice in what ways these two men demongtrated the “mind of Chrigt” in their
service to ther brethren, beginning with...]

|. TIMOTHY, PAUL’S“SON" (19-24)

A. WHAT WERE PAUL’SPLANS CONCERNING TIMOTHY ...?
1. Tosend him to Philippi shortly (19,23)
a. That when Timothy returns, Paul might be encouraged by their condition (19b)
b. But notice that Paul trustsin the Lord Jesus to do this - perhaps another way of saying,
“If theLord wills” (cf. Ja 4:15)
2. But sending Timothy would be delayed until Paul’ s condition was more fully known (23Db)

B. WHY USE TIMOTHY. ...?
1. Paul had noonedse...
a. Who was*“like-minded’ (20a)
1) Who had the same mind as Paul
2) Paul and Timothy weretruly “united in soirit” and had that unity described in Ph 2:2
3) Therefore, Timothy was the best “dternate’ in the place of Paul
b. Who would “ sincerely carefor your state” (20b)
1) Remember, Timothy had first joined Paul just before going to Philippi (Ac 16:1-12)
2) So Timothy had good reasons to be close to the brethren there
a) Itwas“hs’ fird missonary effort
b) He had known of them from the very beginning of their existence as a church
c. No other person was better suited, therefore, for this particular task
2. Hisdevotion to Christ surpassed others (21)
a. He sought the interests of Christ, which meant the interests of others - cf. Ph 2:4-5
b. Sono one dse surpassed Timothy in having the “mind of Chrigt”
3. Hehad proved his servicein smilar errands (22)
a. For example, with the church a Corinth - 1 Co 4:17
b. He had done so with humility: “asason with hisfaher he served with me”
c. Agan, Timothy demongrated the “mind of Chrig” - cf. Ph 2:3
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[Such was the young man Timothy: abeloved “son” to the apostle, whose attitudes of humility and
sarvice made him aussful ingrument in Paul’sministry. Now let’s consider...]

II. EPAPHRODITUS, PAUL’S*BROTHER” (25-30)

A. WHO WASEPAPHRODITUS...?)
1. “my brother” - abrother in Christ to the apostle Paul
“fellow-worker” - acompanion in the work of spreading the gospel
“fellow-soldier” - one shared in the conflicts with the enemies of Christ
“your messenger” - the one bearing the gift from the Philippiansto Paul - cf. Ph 4:18
“who ministered to my needs” - now with Paul, he offered himsdf in service to him

absonN

B. WHAT KIND OF MAN WASHE...?
1. A man of love and concern for his brethren a Philippi (26-27)
a. Helonged for his brethren while away from them
b. He had been sick, and was distressed they knew about it
2. A man devoted to the work of Christ (30)
a. Who redized that serving others (like Paul and the Philippians) was serving Christ
b. Who waswilling to risk hislifein such service - c¢f. 1 .Jn 3:16
3. A manwho did not mind being a“messenger”
a. He had brought the gift to Paul from Philippi - Ph 4:18
b. Morethan likely, he carried this epistle back to the Philippians (28)
c. Such willingness again demondrates humility, so important to having the “mind of Chrigt”
-- Truly he was aman who lived up to hisname: “ Epaphroditus” means“ handsome,
charming”

CONCLUSION

1. Individudslike Timothy and Epaphroditus we are to hold in high esteem (29) - Why?
a. Because they demondrate the humility and love so essentid to the cause of Chrigt
b. Because they rendered service to God and His church which isjust as essentid asthat offered
by men like Paul and Peter

2. The church today needs more people like these two men, to provide the backup and support
necessary for the cause of Christ

3. Weman not bea“Paul” or a“Peter”, but we can be a*“Timathy” or an “Epaphroditus” (i.e., God's
“second string”)!

4. All we need are the same dtitudes they had:
a. Sincere concern for the condition of others
b. Seeking firg the things of Chrigt
c. A willingnessto sarve others
d. A willingness to sacrifice themsdlves, even to the point of death
--- l.e., the*mind of Chrig”!
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The True Circumcision Of God
Philippians 3:1-16

INTRODUCTION

1. Throughout his minisiry as an gpostle of Jesus Christ, Paul had to contend with certain Jewish
Chrigians...
a. Known today as Judaizers, they were fase teachers who often followed Paul wherever he
went
b. They would try to bind the act of circumcision and the Law of Moses itself upon Gentile
Chrigians - eg., Ac 15:1-2

2. Evenashewritesthis“ epistle of joy” , encouraging the brethren to rgjoice in the Lord, hefindsiit
necessary to warn them of these fase teachers - Ph 3:1-3
a. Inthese verses, wefind Paul making a play on words...
1) Hecdlsthe Judaizers* katatome” (mutilation) - Ph 3:2
2) Andrefersto true Christians as*” peritome” (circumcison) - Ph 3:3
b. Indoing s0, he also declares that “ the true circumcision” are those who:
1) Worship God in the Spirit
2) Rgoicein Christ Jesus
3) Have no confidencein the flesh

3. Using himsdf as an example, Paul further defines the attitudes and characteritics of those who are
“The True Circumcison Of God” - Ph 3:4-16

[In doing s0, Paul actualy doesit in an order reverse to what we find in ver se 3; thusfirg illustrating
“The True Circumcison Of God” asthosewho...]

|. HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH (4-8)

A. IF ANY COULD, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN PAUL...
1. He could have boasted in things of aracial nature
a. “circumcised the eighth day”
1) A genuine Jew from birth
2) Not aproseyte
b. “of the stock of Israel”
1) Directly descended from Jacob
a) The Arabs could boast of their descent from Abraham
b) The Edomites could boast of Isaac
2) But only the Jews could boast of Jacob, who had prevailed with God and was given
the name“Isradl” (literdly, “one who strives with God”)
c. “of thetribe of Benjamin”
1) The son of Jacob’s beloved wife, Rache
2) Theonly son actudly born in the promised land
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3) lsradl sfirg king, Saul, was from thistribe
4) Theonly tribe that remained true to Judah when the kingdom was divided
d. “aHebrew of the Hebrews”
1) Both his parents were Jews
2) Hewastrue to the customs of the Jews, not a Grecian or Hdllenistic Jew
2. He could have boasted in things of ardigious nature
a. “concerning thelaw, a Pharisee”
1) A vey rdigious person
2) Bdonging to asect known for their loydty, patriotism, and conservatism to the Law
of Moses
b. “concerning zeal, per secuting the church”
1) lludrates his 9ncerity and enthusasm for hisreligion
2) Alwaystrueto hisconscience - cf. Ac 23:1; 26:9-11
c. “concerning therighteousnesswhich isin thelaw, blameless’
1) Not that he was perfect
2) Butwasdiligent in fulfilling the requirements of the Law (e.g., anima sacrifices)

B. YET PAUL CONSIDERED THESE THINGSAS“LOSSFOR CHRIST"...
1. All these things which could have provided Paul with prestige and socid standing, he
counted asloss - Ph 3:7-8
2. Infact, helogt many things when he chose to follow Chrigt - ¢f. 1 Co 4:11-13
3. Yet, compared to the excellence of the knowledge of Chrigt, they were to Paul nothing
morethan “rubbigh’ (literdly, “dung’)!

C. WHAT ABOUT US...?
1. Do we place confidence in our fleshly accomplishments?
2. Dowetakepridein our racid background, religious heritage, etc.?
3. Or do we consider such things as “rubbish’ compared to the knowledge of Jesus Christ?

[How we answer helps to determine whether we are “ The True Circumcison Of God”! But thereis
more; those who are the “true circumcison’...]

II. REJOICE IN CHRIST JESUS (9-11)

A. THEIR JOY ISNOT IN THINGSMATERIAL OR FLESHLY, BUT IN CHRIST...!
1. AsinPaul’s case, he consdered fleshly accomplishments as* rubbigh’
2. Hiscompeling desrewasto “gain Chrig” - Ph 3.8

B. WHAT IT MEANSTO “GAIN CHRIST” ...
1. To“befoundin Him”, which includes...
a “not having my own righteousness, which isfrom thelaw’ (not trusing in his
keeping the Law of Moses to save him)
b. “but that which isthrough faith in Chrig, the righteousness which isfrom God
by faith” (experiencing sdvation as a gift from God through faith in Jesus)
2. To"know Him”
a. Theword“know’ asused here, means...
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1) “torecognize” or “to become acquainted with’
2) l.e, apersona knowledge, not atheoretical or vicarious one
b. Inparticular, to know “the power of Hisresurrection”
1) The same power Paul wanted the Ephesians to know - Ep 1:18-20
2) A power that isfirst experienced in baptism into Christ - Co 2:12-13
3) And throughout our lives- Ep 3:20-21
4) And ultimately in our own bodily resurrection - Ph 3:20-21
c. Toknow “thefelowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death”
1) Inhiseffort to know Chrigt, Paul wanted to experience and share even in His
ufferingd
2) “Such fdlowship in the sufferings of Christ indludes aturning from an, and the degth
of sdf. 1t may involve much hardship for the sake of Christ. For Paul it finaly
meant martyrdom.” - Charles Erdman
3) Weadl should bewilling to do the same! - cf. 1 Pe 4:1-2
3. To*attain totheresurrection from the dead”
a. Thiswould be the ultimate experiencein “ gaining Christ”!
b. l.e, apersona and experientiad knowledge of the “ power” of the resurrection!

C. WHAT ABOUT US...?
1. Suchwasthegod of Paul’slife, the source of histruejoy!
2. Canthissad about us?
3. Isour god inlifetotruly “know Chrigt”?

[If itis, then what Paul continues to say will be our attitude dso; for “ The True Circumcision Of
God’ are dso thosewho...]

[I.WORSHIP GOD IN THE SPIRIT (12-16)

A. JESUSWASTHE FIRST TO DEFINE “TRUE WORSHIP" ASSPIRITUAL
WORSHIP...
1. InHisdiscusson with the Samaritan woman a the well - Jn 4:23-24
2. Since God is Spirit, our worship must be of the spirit as well, and not limited to particular
locations

B. PAUL DESCRIBESTHE ATTITUDES OF THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD IN
THE SPIRIT...
1. They are never stisfied with their present spiritua condition - Ph 3:12
2. With perseverance, they presson - Ph 3:13-15
a. Not looking back
1) Redting on past laurels
2) Or bemoaning past failures
b. But ever reaching forward, which isamark of spirituad maturity
3. All thewnhileliving up to the sandard of knowledge they have atained - Ph 3:16

CONCLUSION
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1. Do these attitudes characterize our devotion to God and His Son?
a. Do weworship God by dlowing His Spirit and the Spirit-given Word to rule over our complete
lives?
b. Do we consder the reationship we are developing with Christ to be our primary joy and focus
inlife?
c. Do we place no confidencein the flesh?
--- If s0, then we are*“ The True Circumcision of God”!

2. AsPall invitesustodoin verse 17, let’s be sure to follow his examplée!

How does one begin in becoming “ The True Circumcison Of God” ? It begins when we in faith
submit to the working of God in baptism, in which we experience the “circumcision of Chrigt” (cf. Co 2:
11-13). Have you had the “circumcigon made without hands’ (i.e., been baptized into Christ for the
forgiveness of your Sns- Ac 2:28)?
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Two Ways To Walk
Philippians 3:17-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe continue our examination of Paul’s “ epistle of joy” , we now find him discusang two
different waysto wak in thislife...
a. Thewdk of onewhois*a citizen of heaven’
b. Thewak of onewho is“an enemy of the cross of Christ”

2. Hopefully, there should be no question as to which way we are to walk; but to better understand
why, we will look closgly & some reasons Paul givesin this passage

[First, we notice...]

I. AN ADMONITION TO WALK LIKE PAUL AND OTHERS (17)

A. “JOININ FOLLOWING MY EXAMPLE...”
1. Paul frequently encouraged othersto follow hisexample - cf. Ph 4:9; 1 Co 4:16; 11:1
2. Some brethren evidently took himup onit-eg., 1 Th 1:6-9
3. Inwhat way were people to imitate Paul?
a. Tothedegree hetried to imitate Christ - 1 Co 11:1
b. Perhgpsadsoin hisdevotion to Jesus Chrit - cf. Ph 3:7-16

B. “NOTE THOSE WHO SO WALK, ASYOU HAVE USFOR A PATTERN...”
1. Jud asthere were some in Thessaonicawho imitated Paul (1 Th 1:6-9), so there were
those at Philippi who did the same, and were thus worthy of emulation
2. Noticing the examples of others can be very beneficid - cf. Psa 37:37
3. Especidly when we consder the outcome of their conduct - cf. He 13:7

C. WE SHOULD NOT ONLY BE GOOD IMITATORS, BUT GOOD EXAMPLES
OURSELVES...!
1. Thisisespecidly true of those who teach and preach God'sWord - 1 Ti 4:12; Ti 2:7-8
2. Whichincludesthosewho serve aselders - He 13:7; 1 Pe 5:1-3

[ The reasons for noting those who are worthy of emulation is given later in this passage. Bt firgt there
is...]

Il. A WARNING CONCERNING THOSE WHO WALK AS*ENEMIES OF THE CROSS’
(18-19)

A. “OF WHOM | HAVE TOLD YOU OFTEN...”
1. Paul found repetition to be avauabletoadl - cf. Ga 1:8,9; 5:21; Ph 3:1
2. Also, that it was necessary to be negative at times - cf. Ph 3:2
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B. “AND NOW TELL YOU EVEN WEEPING...”

1.

2.

Negative preaching, when necessary, should not be done without compassion - eg., 2 Co
2:4

Even here, Paul is setting the right example...

a. Toloveour enemies

b. Eventhosewho are “enemies of the cross’!

C. WHO ARE THESE “ENEMIES OF THE CROSS'...?

1.

We know they are many people

a. “For many walk” - cf. Mt 7:13-14

b. Sonotjust afew

We know their end

a “whoseendisdestruction” - cf.2Th 1:7-9

b. Havewe serioudy considered the outcome of their conduct?
We know who istheir God

a “whosegod isther belly”

b. l.e, those who are set on satisfying only their fleshly appetites
We know whereinisther glory

a “whoseglory isin their shame”

b. They take pridein thingsthat are actudly shameful

We know upon what they set their minds

a. “who st their mind on earthly things”

b. Contrast thiswith where Chrigtians are to set their minds - Ph 4:8; Co 3:1-2

[Whereisour “ mindset” ? How we answer may determine whether or not WE are* enemies of the
crossof Christ”! Asamotivation not to be“ enemies of the cross’, we notice Paul now shares a

few...]

I1.REASONS TO WALK LIKE PAUL AND OTHERS (20-21)

A. “FOR OUR CITIZENSHIPISIN HEAVEN...”

1.
2.
3.

Our true loydty isto that above, not that on earth!
It isthere where our “ inheritance” isreserved - 1 Pe 1:3-4
Therefore, we have specid responsihilities - cf. 1 Pe 2:9-12

B. “WE EAGERLY WAIT FOR THE SAVIOR..WHO WILL TRANSFORM OUR
LOWLY BODY...”

1.
2.

Though now in heaven, our Savior iscoming again oneday! - Ac 1:9-11

When He does, what glory there will be for those who are “ citizens of heaven’!

a. Hewill “transform our lowly body” !

b. Itwill be® conformed to His glorious body”

This He will do by the same power by which He subdues dl thingsto Himsdf - cf. Mt 28:
18; 1 Pe3:22

CONCLUSION
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1. Arenot these good reasons to wak like Paul?

2. Brethren, how arewe waking in thislife?
a  As*“cdtizens of heaver?'?
b. Or “enemies of the cross of Chrig”?

3. The answer depends upon where we have set our MINDS:

a IfonEARTHLY things...we are “enemies of the cross of Chrigt”!
1) We make our beliesto be our god
2) Weglory inthat which is shameful
3) Our end will be destruction

b. Butif on HEAVENLY things...we are “citizens of heaveri’!
1) Weeagerly await Christ’s coming
2) We eagerly await our transformation

4. Have you become...
a. A “dtizen of heaveri’? If not, why not become one today? -Jn 3:5
b. An*“enemy of the cross’? If so, why not “defect” today? - 1 Pe 4:1-3

Mark A. Copeland
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The Art Of Making Peace
Philippians 4:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. Evenin*“good” churchesyou often find brethren who have differences with each other; such was the
case with the church at Philippi

2. AsPaul continues with various exhortations to the Chridtian life, a this point he addresses his
comments concerning arift that gpparently existed among two members a Philippi - Ph 4:1-3

3. How Paul gpproaches the sendtive task of trying to make peace between Euodia and Syntyche
provides severa lessonsin the use of tact...

a. Asdisciples of Jesus Chrigt, we are to be known as“ peacemakers” (Mt 5:9)
b. From Paul, then, et uslearn what we can about “ The Art Of Making Peace”

[Thefirst lesson, gleaned from verse one, is...]

|. THE PEACEMAKER MUST LOVE THOSE ON BOTH SIDES (1)

A. PAUL STARTSOUT BY EXPRESSING HISLOVE...
1. Notethe termsused by Paul...
a. “my brothers”
b. “beloved and longed for”
c. “myjoyand crown”
d. “beloved’
2. Truly Paul loved the people a Philippi!

B. PEACEMAKERSMUST DO THE SAME...
1. They must have sincere love for those on both sSdes of anissue
2. They must be able and willing to express their love, as did Paul
3. Otherwise, they cannot be useful arbitrators in making peace
a. Loving one sde, and not the other, makes impartid judgments impossible
b. The peacemaker’ s advice and counsel will be open to suspicion

[With mutua love for those on both sides, the peacemaker isin a position to render afair evauation of
the problem and the solution. Next, we see that...]

II. THE PEACEMAKER SHOULD TREAT BOTH SIDESTENDERLY AND EQUALLY
)

A. INTHE CASE OF PAUL...
1. Notethe use of the verb “implore” (KJV, “beseech”) - parakaleo { par-ak-al-eh'- o}
a Tocdl toone'ssde cdl for, summon
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b. To address, spesk to, (cdl to, cal upon), which may be done in the way of exhortation,
entreaty, comfort, ingtruction, etc.
-- Rather than command, Paul choosesto plead with them
2. Note the repeated and equd use of the verb “ implore”
a “l implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche”
b. Rather than take sdes, Paul treats them both tenderly and equally

B. THERE ISA NEED FOR SUCH PEACEMAKERSTODAY...
1. Individuaswho will use tenderness and fairness in treating those in a dispute
2. Agan, remaining impartial, so the counsd will not tainted with any accusation of bias
[The next insght we can glean from Paul in “ The Art Of Making Peace” is...]

II.THE PEACEMAKER MUST SEEK FOR ONENESS OF MIND (2)

A. NOTE PAUL’'SOBJECTIVE...
1. That Euodiaand Syntyche* be of the same mind in the Lord”
2. A concern of Paul dready expressed in this epistle, that there be - Ph 1:27; 2:2
3. But now applied especidly to these two ladies

B. INMAKING PEACE, THERE MUST BE ONENESS OF MIND...
1. Inmany “ peace agreements”, the participants have not truly reached a oneness of mind,
only acompromise
2. Such*agreements” are often only temporary, destroyed when the remaining differences
eventudly resurface
3. For Chrigtians, seeking to “ be of the samemind in the Lord” becomes easy if wedl
griveto have“the mind of Christ” - Ph 2:2-5

[Not content with only a*cessation of hodtilities’, the peacemaker seeks to go much further, dedling
with the divisveness of mind that is the true cause of the problem. Note dso, that...]

IV.THE PEACEMAKER MUST USE ASSISTANCE WHEN AVAILABLE (3)

A. PAUL WASNOT TOO PROUD TO CALL FOR HELP...
1. Hesought out the assstance of “ Syzygus”
a. Literdly, “ yoke-fellow, true companion”
b. Possbly histrue name, which if o, he was being caled upon by Paul to live up to his
name!
2. Paul wanted thisindividud to help these ladies out

B. PEACEMAKERSWILL GLADLY USE THE HELP OTHERS CAN GIVE...
1. Humble, they do not fed like they haveto doit dl
2. Aware of others who may be in a position to provide counsdl or other means of help, they
will glad utilize them
3. Their god isto make peace, not a reputation for themsaves!
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[Findly, we can glean from Paul that...]

V. THE PEACEMAKER MUST SEE THE GOOD AND GIVE CREDIT WHEN DUE (3)

A. PAUL DID NOT LOSE SIGHT OF WHOSE THESE WOMEN WERE...
1. They had labored with Paul in the gospel
2. They had labored with Clement
3. They had labored with Paul’ s other fellow-workers as well (who though not mentioned by
name, had their namesinthe“ Book of Life” - cf. Re 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12,15; 21:27,
22:19)

B. SO PEACEMAKERS MUST REMEMBER THE GOOD IN THOSE WITH WHOM
THEY DEAL...
1. Itissoeasy toforget that those having problems likely have much good to their credit
2. Recognizing thisand giving credit where it is due increases the likelihood thet one’s
advice will be heeded

CONCLUSION

1. Inaworldthat isasdivided as ours, thereis agrave need for those who can serve as faithful and
effective peacemakers”

2. Hopefully, by consdering and goplying “ The Art Of Making Peace” as exemplified by the
gpogtle Paul in this passage, we may be ussful to the Lord when called upon to bring divided people
together!
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Regoiceln TheLord Always!
Philippians 4:4

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefind chapter of Philippians, we find Paul giving exhortations that are both specific and generd
in nature...
a. Wesaw in vs. 1-3 where Paul gave specific exhortations to individuas there a Philippi
b. Nowinvs. 4, wefind thefirs of severd exhortations which are certainly needful for al
Chrigians “ Rejoicein the Lord always. Again | will say, rejoice!”

2. Youmay recdl that “joy” isthe keynote of this epistle
a. Nolessthan sixteen timesin this epistle, Paul uses the word or a derivation of it!
b. Cf.Ph 1:4,18 (twice) ,25; 2:2,17 (twice), 18 (twice) ,28,29; 3:1; 4:1,4 (twice), 10

[Inthisstudy, | will share afew observations about how we areto “ Rgoice In The Lord Always!”
Fird, notice that...]

. THISJOY ISTO BE EXPERIENCED “ALWAYS”

A. NOT JUST AN OCCASIONAL EXPERIENCE, FOR EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE...
1. Butindaknessaswel asinlight; intridsaswel asintriumphs- cf. Ja 1:2-3; Ro 5:3-4
2. Not just for gpostles, but for dl Christians - cf. Ja 1:2-3; 1 Pe 4:12-13

B. CONSIDER THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL, WHO FOUND JOY “ALWAYS"...
1. Inhisprayers-Ph 1:4

In the proclamation of the gospel under adverse circumstances - Ph 1:18

In the unity of the saints- Ph 2:2

In the prospect of being a martyr for Christ - Ph 2:17

In the love of the brethren - Ph 4:10

a b owdN

[Truly Paul rgjoiced “dways’! But what was his secret? What was the source of this abiding joy?|

II. THISABIDING JOY ISFOUND “IN THE LORD”

A. THERE MAY BE “TEMPORARY” JOY...
1. Indrugs (including acohol and tobacco)
2. Insexud pleasures (whether lavful or unlawful)
3. Inmaeid acquigtions
-- But these are at best like riches, which “ make themselves wings; they fly away like an
eagle toward heaven” (Pro 23:5); and at worst, are * the passing pleasures of sin”
(He 11:25)

B. BUT THE JOY THAT “ABIDES” ISONLY “IN THE LORD" ...
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1. l.e, that which comesfrom a persond, living and fruitful rdationship with the Lord
2. For“intheLord” weenjoy:

a. Peacewith God - R0 5:2

b. Hepintemptations-1 Co 10:13; Ph 4:13

c. Assurance of God's companionship intime of trial - He 13:5-6
3. These arethe sort of things which provide atrue and lasting joy

[Wouldn't it be wonderful to be able to experience this* abiding joy” ? Well, why don't we? Why do
many of those who have a persond relaionship with the Lord often find themsalves lacking joy in dl
circumstances? Perhapsit is because...]

1. THERE ARE OFTEN HINDRANCESTO “ABIDING JOY”

A. MEMORIESOF PAST FAILURES;, AWARENESS OF PRESENT FAULTS...
1. Such often leaves people in a state of discouragement or depression
2. Paul, however, providesthe solution in Ph 3:12-14
a. Redize your imperfection, yet press on to better things!
b. Forget your past failures, reach forward to future successes!

B. NATURAL TEMPERAMENT OR DISPOSITION...
1. Many people are naturdly “melancholy”
a.  Through genetic predisposition toward such an attitude
b. Or through environmenta influences as we were growing up
2. Yetin Chrigt, we can be transformed (Ro 12:1-2) and produce the * fruit of the Spirit”
whichindudes*®joy” - Ga 5:22

C. DEPRESSING CIRCUMSTANCES...
1. Itisessy to bejoyful when everything is going well, but when things wrong, well...
2. However, we see from the Scriptures that even those times can be atime for rgoicing if we
have the right “ per spective” - Ja 1:2-4

D. SYMPATHY WITH OTHERS...
1. Certainly, acompassionate heart cannot be untouched by the hardships of others - cf. Ro
12:15
2. And yet, properly spoken words of comfort and counsdl can provide ajoyful reprieve from
the hardships others bear - cf. Pr 16:24

CONCLUSION

1. “RegoiceintheLord aways’ ...
a. Doesnot mean oneisto beinsengtive to the harsh redities of life
b. But it does mean that one does not let the dark redities of life blind him to the radiance of joy
that isfound in the Lord!

2. Have you found yoursdf going through life without the “ abiding joy” discussed in our text, that joy
which Peter himsdlf definesas“ inexpressible” (1 Pe 1:8)?
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If S0, then make your relationship with the Lord what it ought to be...

a. Firg by rendering complete obedience to His Will

b. And then by letting the counsdl of His Spirit-given Word give you the pergpectives necessary to
“Rgoiceln TheLord Always!”
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The Virtue Of Gentleness
Philippians 4.5

INTRODUCTION

1. Among severd generd exhortations which Paul includesin this last chapter of his epistieto the
Philippians, we find the following admonition:

“Let your gentleness (moderation, KJV) be known be known to all men. The
Lordisat hand.” -Ph 4:5

2. Thevirtuereferred to in thisverse is a very important one, and well worth the timein thislesson
taking acloser look t it.

[We begin by noticing...]

|. THE NATURE OF THISVIRTUE

A. DEFINITION OF “GENTLENESS’ (from Barclay)...

1.
2.

The word epi-ei-kei-a is one of the most untrandatable words in Greek
The difficulty can be seen by the various trandations given it:

Petience (Wydliffe)

Softness (Tyndde, Cranmer)

The patient mind (Geneva Bible)

Modesty (Rheims Bible)

Forbearance (Revised Version)

Moderation (King James Version)

Sweet Reasonableness (Matthew Arnold)

@ ~p 0o

B. DESCRIPTION OF “GENTLENESS’ (from Erdmans)...

1
2.

3.
4.

It describes that courtesy and graciousness which should characterize a Chrigtian gentleman

The term indicates something of “the power of yidding”

a. Theability to give way to the wishes of others

b. The poise of soul which enables one to sacrifice his own rights, not by necessity, but out
of generosity and sympathy

It is the opposite of stubbornness and thoughtlessness

It was embodied in the man Jesus Chrigt - cf. 2 Co 10:1

C. “GENTLENESS’, THEN... (asdefined by Pulpit Commentary)

1.
2.

3.

It isthe opposite of contention, rigor and severity

It is the spirit that enables a man to bear injuries with patience, and not demand dl that is
rightly his due, for the sake of peace

A good example of where thisvirtueisto gpplied isseenin 1 Co 6:1-7 (note the willingness
to be defrauded enjoined by the apostle Paul)
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[Perhaps with a better grasp of the nature of thisvirtue, let’ s now examine...]

II. THE DISPLAY OF THISVIRTUE

A. ITISTO BE A PERSONAL QUALITY OF ALL CHRISTIANS...
1. Noticethat Paul says“Let your gentleness...”
2. Elders especidly must display thisvirtue-1Ti 3:3
3. So aso should teachers - 2 Ti 2:24-26 (not the same word used here, but the same idea)
4. Indeed, all Chrigiansareto digplay thisvirtue- Ti 3:1-2
5. For good reason, for it isapart of that “ heavenly wisdom” which comes from above - Ja
3:17

B. ITISTOBEKNOWN TOALL MEN...
1. Thisisthedifficult part of the exhortation
a Itiseader to be consderate, kind, and gentle toward some persons
b. There are others, however, toward whom it is difficult to show a spirit of gentleness
2. The hard task, and the redl test, isto display this“ gentleness’ or “ sweet
reasonableness’ toward...
a. Theunkind
b. Thethankless
c. Thepeverse

[But as we continue on with our text, thereis good reason to do so...]

1. THE REASON AND MOTIVE FOR DISPLAYING THISVIRTUE

A. “THELORD ISAT HAND" ...
1. Thismay possbly mean “theLord isnearby”
2. Or it could refer to either meeting the Lord at death or a Hisfina coming, both events are
adways imminent!
3. Hewhoisour Judge is ever watchful, ever aware of our conduct and treatment of others
4. Oneday we will have to answer to this Judge!

B. THE DANGER OF NOT DISPLAYING “GENTLENESS' ...
1. If wearenot gentlein our treetment of others, do we expect Him to be gentlein His
treatment of us?
2. Remember the® Parable Of The Unforgiving Servant”? - Mt 18:21-35
3. Also, Jameswarningin Ja 2:13

CONCLUSION

1. Thedisplay of thisvirtue has great advantages...
a. It can contribute much to the comfort of life and the peace of society, by reducing friction
between people - eg., Pro 15:1
b. It can contribute to the usefulness of Chrigians in promoting the gospd of Christ (we
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demondtrate the “gentleness’ found throughout the gospe message)
2. Arewea“gentle people”? May we ever be, for “theLord isat hand!”

Speeking of the Lord being a hand, are you living alife pleesing to Him...?
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How To Be Free From Anxiety
Philippians 4.6-7

INTRODUCTION

1. If anyone had good reason to be anxious, it could have been the apostle Paull...
a. Hisbedoved friends a Philippi were disagreeing with one ancther - Ph 4:1-3
b. There were preachersin Rome who were filled with envy and strife, and out to “get” Paul - Ph
1:15
c. Totopit off, Paul himsdf was under house arrest, awaiting trid and his possible execution!
-- Yet we have seen that throughout this epistle the keynote repeated again and again is
“regoicel”

2. Bvidently Paul had found the secret of overcoming anxiety, and fortunately for us, he shares that
secretin Ph 4:6-7

[We shdl examine what that secret is, but firg, let’s take a closer look at “ anxiety” itsef...]

|. UNDERSTANDING THE NATURE OF ANXIETY

A. DEFINING THE WORD...
1. Theword “anxious” (careful, KIV) isfrom “merimnao” {mer-im-nah’-o}
2. Asdefined by Thayer...
a. It means“to be pulled in different directions”
b. For example, our hopes pull usin one direction; our fears pull usin the opposite
direction
C. Thus, to be anxiousisto be “pulled gpart”!
3. Theword “worry” (asynonym for anxiety) in its English origins presents a different, yet
enlightening picture
a. It comesfrom aword meaning “to strangle”
b. If you have ever redly worried, you know how it does indeed strangle a person!
1) Infact, worry (or anxiety) has definite physica sde effects. headaches, neck pans,
ulcers, even back pains
2) Worry affects our thinking, our digestion, and even our coordination

B. ADDITIONAL THOUGHTSON ANXIETY...

1. Fromagpiritud perspective, anxiety is.
a. Wrong thinking and wrong fedling about circumstances, people and things
b. The greatest thief of joy

2. Itisnot enough for usto tell ourselves, “ Quit being anxious”, in an effort to stop the thief
from gtedling our joy
a Anxiely is“aninddejob’
b. It takes more than good intentions to get the victory over anxiety
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[The antidote to anxiety is reveded by Paul in our text, which we will now look at closdly...]

. WINNING THE VICTORY OVER ANXIETY

A. THE“ANTIDOTE” ISTHE RIGHT KIND OF “PRAYING”...!
1. Inwhich we pray about “everything”!
a. Likethe hymn, Paul counsdls usto “take everything to God in prayer”
b. To put it another way, “Don't worry about anything, but pray about everything!” is
Paul’ s admonition
c. Weare prone to pray about the “big things”, and forget to pray about the “little things”
1) But“littlethings’ left unattended grow up to become “big things”
2) Therefore, God would have ustak to Him about “everything”
2. Inwhich wepray by “ prayer and supplication”
a. “Prayer” isthe genera word for making requests known to God
1) It carriestheideaof adoration, devotion, and worship
2) Whenever we find oursaves filled with anxiety, our firgt action ought be to spend
time done with God in prayerful adoration and worship
3) Adoration for God helps us to remember the greatness and majesty of God
a) We mus remember that He is big enough to solve problems we cannot
b) Too often, we rush into His presence and hadtily tell Him our needs
c) But freedom from anxiety comes when we spend more time on Who He is,
rather than on what our problems are!
4) Having spent timein prayerful adoration, we are now ready to move on...
b. “Supplication” iswhere we begin making our requests known to God
1) Itinvolves an earnest sharing of our problems and needs
2) Freedom from anxiety does not come from halfhearted, insncere praying!
a) While we know that we are not heard for our “much spesking” - Mt 6:7-8
b) Stll we should redlize that our Father wants us to be earnest and persstent in
our asking - Mt 7:7-11
3) Anexampleof thissort of prayingisfoundin He 5:7
a) Jesusoffered up “ prayersand supplications”
b) Hedid so, “with vehement criesand tears”, suggesting true earnestnessin
making His requests
3. Inwhich we pray “with thanksgiving”
a. Thisimpliesappr eciation on our part
1) Cetanly the Father ddightsin hearing His children say “Thank you!”
2) Yet s0 many people are like the nine lepers hedled by Jesus - cf. Lk 17:11-19
3) Arewe eager to ask, but dow to appreciate?
b. Notethat thisthanksgiving isto be offered at the same time we make our requests!
1) Doing this servesto remind us of other things God has done and is doing for us
2) Which inturn helps to keep our problemsin perspective

B. SUCH “PRAYING” WILL RESULT IN A FORTRESS GUARDING OUR MINDS
AND HEARTS...
1. God may not dways remove the problems that were the initial cause of our anxiety, but He
promises a“ peace which surpasses all understanding”!
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2. Itisapeacethat the world cannot provide, but He can! - cf. Jn 14:27; 16:33
3. Itisapeacethat “ guards” (to guard, garrison like afortress) our “hearts’ and “minds’
a) Guarding the heart (which is susceptible to wrong feding)
b) Guarding the mind (which is susceptible to wrong thinking)
4. Thisdoes not mean the absence of trials on the outsde, but it does mean...
a) A quiet confidence within
b) Regardlessof circumstances, people, or things that would otherwise stedl our joy!

CONCLUSION

1. Thiswonderful peace, this freedom from anxiety, isthe result of letting our requests be known to
God through the right kind of praying...
a. Praying about everything
b. Praying with prayer and supplication
c. Praying with thanksgiving

2. But notewel, dl thisis possble through Christ Jesus...! - Ph 4:7
a. Heisthe source of every spiritual blessing from God, including the peace that surpasses
understanding - cf. Ep 1.3
b. Andwemust bein Chrigt if we desre this peace of which Paul writesin our text

3. Do you desire the “peace of God™?
a. Thenyou mug bein Chrigt (to see how one getsinto Christ, consder Ga 3:26-27)
b. And then you must commune with God frequently in the kind of praying taught by Paul

Areyou in Chrig? Do you commune with God as you should? If we can assst you in either way...
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Christian M editation
Philippians 4.8

INTRODUCTION

1. Our text for this lesson enjoins upon Chrigtians that they engage in aform of “meditation’

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report, if thereisany virtue and if thereis
anything praiseworthy -- meditate on these things.” (Ph 4:8)

2. Thepractice of “meditation’ by Chrigtiansis not something you might hear frequently discussed...

a

b.

It may be that some Chrigtians are Smply not aware that they are commanded to “meditate’
It may be that some believe meditation belongs solely to the Eastern religions like Hinduism or
Buddhism

3. Yet Paul clearly teaches usto “ meditate on these things”, and “ meditation” iscertanly a
Biblica subject...

a

b
C.
d.
e.

| saac meditated in the fidd at eventide - Gen 24:63

. Joshua was charged by God to mediate “day and night” - Josh 1.8

The*blessed man” in Psams 1 is one who meditates - Psa 1:1-2
David became wiser than his teachers through meditation - Psa 119:99
Paul commanded Timothy to “meditate on thesethings” - 1 Ti 4:15

4. But some questions may come to mind...

a

b.

C.

What does meditation mean for the Chrigian?
Why should we be concerned about making time to meditate?
How should we meditate?

[Thislesson will attempt to provide answers to these questions...]

. WHAT MEDITATIONISIN THE BIBLE

A. WHAT MEDITATION IN THE BIBLE ISNOT...

1. Thekind practiced by many Eastern religions
a. Like Hinduism, Buddhism, or Transcendental Meditation
b. Wherethe object is to experience truth, peace, or being, that is “inexpressible”
2. Thekind practiced by “ Christian mystics”
a. Such as Quakers, and others often found among Catholics and Protestants
b. These meditatein order to “experience’ God, or to receive some revelation from God
3. Both Eastern and “Chrigtian mysticd” meditation usudly attempts to empty the mind so as
to find or receive truth within (i.e, a * subjective” form of meditation)
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B. WHAT MEDITATION IN THE BIBLE IS...
1. Todwel or contemplate on some truth or redlity aready reveded (i.e., an “ objective”
form of meditation)
2. Spedificdly, the man “after God's own heart” is one who meditates on such things as.
a. ThelLord Himsdf - Psa 63:6
b. Hiswonderful Works - Psa 77:12
c. Hisrevealed Word - Psa 119:15,23,48,97-99,148
3. Toput it in the words of the agpostle Paul, we are to meditate on “ things” ...
a. Thingsthat are “true, noble, just pure, lovely, of good report”
b. Thingstha are of any “virtue”, and are “praisaworthy”
4. Thepurpose of such meditationis...
a. To nourish man with his understanding of God and His Revealed Will (not to seek for
some previoudy unreveded truth)
b. To give man spiritud joy and strength through such nourishment - ¢f. Ps 1:1-3; 1sa 40:
28-31

[Sothereisavery red difference between “Biblicd meditation’ and that commonly practiced by many
religiond

¢ Chrigian meditation dwells on that dready reveded in creation or inspired
revelaion

+  Whereas other forms of meditation are seeking some new truth to be reveded
Undergtanding the difference, why is Biblical meditation so important?

. WHY WE SHOULD MEDITATE

A. ITISA SOURCE OF JOY AND STRENGTH...
1. Thiswe have dready seen from such passages like Psa 1:1-2; 1sa 40:28-31
2. Thisdone should motivate us to meditate more often

B. ITISANIMPORTANT PART OF OUR “TRANSFORMATION"...

1. Thegod of the Chrigian isto become more like Chrigt - cf. Ro 8:29

2. Thisrequiresa*transformation” - Ro 12:1-2

3. But noticethat thisis possible only by “renewing the mind” - Ro 12:2

4. This“renewing” ispossble only when we* set our minds” on proper things
a. Onthingsabove
b. Not onthingson the earth - Co 3:1-2

5. Only then, when our minds are“ set on things above”, will we be successful in completing
the " transformation” which indudes “ putting off the old man” and “ putting on the
new man” - cf. Co 3:1-2with Co 3:5-14

C. MANY FALL BECAUSE THEY MEDITATE ON THE WRONG THINGS...!
1. They “mind thethings of theflesh’, which leadsto “ death” and “ enmity with God”
- cf. R0 8:5-8
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Y et even those in the world understand that you cannot be a spiritua person if you “dwel”

on cand things

a  “Recent sudies conducted by a Stanford University research team have reveded that
‘what we watch’ does have an effect on our imaginations, our learning paiterns, and
our behaviors. First we are exposed to new behaviors and characters. Next, we learn
or acquire these new behaviors. The last and most crucid step isthat we adopt these
behaviors as our own. One of the most critica aspects of human development that we
need to understand isthe influence of ‘repeated viewing' and ‘repeated verbalizing’
in shgping our future. The information goesin, ‘ harmlessly, almost unnoticed,” on a
daily bass, but we don't react to it until later, when we aren’t able to redlize the bas's
for our reactions. In other words, our value system is being formed without any
conscious awareness on our part of what is happening!” - Denis Waitley, Seeds Of
Greatness, p. 47-48)

b. “Youarewhat you watch and think.” (ibid., p. 45)

c. “If agxty second commercid, by repeated viewing, can sdl usa product, thenisn't it
possible for a Sixty minute soap operaor ‘ smut-con, by repesated viewing, to sell usa
lifestyle?” (ibid., p. 47)

[If Chrigtians are going to succeed, they must set their minds (or meditate) on “the things of the Spirit”,
or on “things above, where Chrigt is”! Only then can they with God' s help “put off the old man” and
“put on the new man’. Findly, afew thoughtson...]

[11.HOW TO MEDITATE

A. REMEMBER, YOUR MIND ISAFFECTED BY EVEN CASUAL
CONTEMPLATION...!

1.
2.
3.

5.

Cf. the Stanford studies

Thefirst step to proper meditation is to be sdective in what you watch and read

Fll your mind with pogtive and spiritud thoughtsif you redly want to:

a ‘“renew themind”

b. “betransformed”

It doesn't have to be redtricted to the Bible, as Paul said: “ Whatever things...”

a. Thereare novels, movies, televison shows, etc., that fal into the category of possessng
“virtue” and being “ praiseworthy”

b. Seek the advice and counsd of other Christians asto what is* of good report”

Sofird let your “casual” contemplation be discriminatory!

B. TOREACH THE HEIGHTSOF SPIRITUAL MEDITATION, HEED THE
COUNSEL OF THE PSALMS..

1

2.
3.
4.

5.

Make the Bible your primary focus for meditation - Psa 1.2

Read it contemplatively every day - Psa 1:2; 119:15

Read it with aprayer in your heart - cf. Psa 119:18

Asyou read, occasondly read it aloud to yoursdlf

a. TheHebrew word in Psa 1:2 means “ to mutter”

b. Reading dowly and audibly helpsto focus one’s mind on the words
Asyou read, you might ask your self the following questions:
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Isthere some truth | should know from this verse?

. How doesthis passage affect a previoudy held conviction?

Is there something | should stop doing in light of this verse?

. Isthere apractice | should change?

Isthere ahabit | ought to begin?

6. To putit another way: “Hold the Word of God in your heart until it has affected
every phase of your life...this ismeditation.”

CONCLUSION

1. InPsa 19:14, wefind David praying:

“Let the words of mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptablein Your sight,
“O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.”

2. What Paul commands usto do in our text (* meditate on these things”) is the means by which we
can assure that our meditations will be acceptable in the sight of our Lord!

3. If you are not a Chritian, or an erring one, then there are some things in particular upon which you
ought to meditate:
a. Wha isyour ganding in God' ssght?
b. What would happen if you were to die today?
c. What do you need to do to be found in the grace of God?
d

. Why ddlay any longer?
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Things Seen In Paul
Philippians 4:9

INTRODUCTION

1. A description of our Heavenly Father frequently used by Paul is* the God of Peace” ...

“Now the God of peace be with you al. Amen’ - Ro 15:33

“And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly...” - Ro 16:20

“...and the God of love and peace will bewithyou.” - 2 Co 13:11

“Now may the God of peace Himsdlf sanctify you completely...” - 1 Th 5:23

“Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead...” - He 13:20
-- Indmilar fashion does Paul refer to God in Ph 4:9 which serves as the text of our lesson

®op o

2. Inour text, welearn from Paul the key to having the “God of peace” blessng usin our lives

3. Itinvolvesdoing the “things”...
a Learned from Paul
b. Recaved from Paul
c. Heard about Paul
d. Seenin Paul

4. What are some of “The Things Seen In Paul”, which if we do, will assure that the “God of
peace’ will be with us?

[The answer can be found both in his epistle to the Philippians and in his other letters. For example, we
see...|

. HISCONCERN FOR HISBRETHREN

A. ASEXPRESSED IN PHILIPPIANS...
1. Withthecase of Eudoia and Syntyche - Ph 4:1-3
2. Indeed, with dl the brethren there a Philippi - Ph 1:8-11

B. ELSEWHERE, PAUL REVEALSHIS CONCERN...
1. For dl the churches-2 Co 11:28-29
2. For brethren who are wesk in faith - cf. 1 Co 8:8-13; Ro 14:14-21; 15:1-3

[Asseenin Ro 15:3, this concern for his brethren is smply areflection of Christ’ s concern for us, and
therefore certainly worthy of our imitation. Another thing seen in Paul that isworthy of imitation is...]

II. HISSTRIVING FOR PERFECTION

A. TO THE PHILIPPIANS, PAUL WROTE...
1. Of hisadmisson that he was not perfect - Ph 3:12a
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2. Of hisdedireto press on, to reach forward, to press toward the goa - Ph 3:12b-14
B. TO THE CHURCH AT CORINTH, PAUL REVEALS...

1. That heviewed his Chrigian lifeasa*“race”, a*“boxing match” - 1 Co 9:24-26
2. Wherethereis dwaysroom for improvement, lest he become “ disqualified’ - 1 Co 9:27

[Why this dedire for perfection? Asreveded in Ph 3:8-11, it was part of his“magnificent obsesson’ to
“gain Chrigt and be found in Him.” If we desre the same for us, then we need to have the same
desirel Another thing seen in Paul that relates closdly to this desire for perfectioniis..]

[.HISEFFORTSTO SAVE THE LOST

A. ASEXPRESSED INHISEPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS...
1. Hisefforts continued despite being under “ house arrest” - Ph 1:1214
2. Hewould willingly offer himsdlf asamartyr if it would help - Ph 2:17

B. THE DEGREE TO WHICH HE WOULD GO ISSEEN INHISEPISTLESTO THE
CORINTHIANS...
1. Hemadehimsdf asarvanttodl -1 Co 9:19-23
2. He endured much suffering as aminister of Christ and Hisgospd - 2 Co 11:23-27

[Even with so much suffering in his efforts to save others, we see yet another thing in Paul that is worthy
of emulation...]

IV.HISJOY IN SUFFERING

A. THIS*“JOY” ISESPECIALLY SEEN IN THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS...
1. Which we have seentimeand againisan “ epistle of joy”
2. For example, hisjoy in Christ being preached, despite hisimprisonment and the efforts of
false preachers - Ph 1:12-18 (note especiadly verse 18)
3. BEvenif it meant martyrdom, he viewed it as areason to rgoice, and wanted them to rgjoice
with him! - Ph 2:17-18

B. TO THE ROMANS, HE EXPLAINED WHY HE WOULD “REJOICE IN
TRIBULATIONS' ...
1. Suchtridsand sufferings would produce “ per severance” - Ro 5:3
2. Whichin turn would produce “ char acter” and “ hope” - Ro 5:4

CONCLUSION

1. Such were some of the qudities seen in Paul, that we dso learn from him if we take his epistles
serioudy

2. And we should, if we desrethe” God of peace” to be with us and He clearly was with Paul
throughout hislife and service as a disciple of Jesus Chrigt!
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3. Arethethingsseenin Paul, dso seenin us? Areweliving in such away that we could say to others

“The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these
do, and the God of peace will be with you”?

4. Inview of such passagesas 1 Ti 4:12 and Ti 2:6-7, where we are called to be an example to
others, we should!

May the “ God of peace” hdp usto livein such away that we can be an example as Paul wad
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Paul's Thank-Y ou Note
Philippians 4:10-23

INTRODUCTION

1) Inour study of Philippians, we come to point where Paul mentions the occasion which prompted the
writing of thisepidtle

2) Inour text we find an expresson of Paul’ s gratitude, a“ Thank-You Note” - Ph 4:10-23

[In these concluding verses, there are a number of notable things | would like to emphasize. [Thefirgt
being...]

|. THE PHILIPPIANS GENEROSTY

A. ASDESCRIBED BY PAUL...
1. Noticeespecidly verses 10, 14-18
2. Clearly they demongtrated an ongoing support and concern for the gpostle
a. When Paul first departed from M acedonia, they shared with him
b. Beforeleaving Macedonia, while dill in Thessalonica, they sent ad time and again
c. Now a lagt, whilein Rome, they sent a gift by the hands of Epaphroditus

B. WHAT A WONDERFUL PICTURE OF FELLOWSHIP BETWEEN A CHURCH
AND A PREACHER...!
1. Thekind that ought to exist today!
2. Where churches and preachers continue to maintain their fellowship in the gospel of Chrigt
asthe need cdlsfor it, long after the preacher has gone on to other works
3. How sad, that in many cases preachers leave a congregation in such away that thereis no
desre on the part of the congregation to maintain such fellowship!

[Ancther notable thing in this passageis...]

. PAUL'SCONTENTMENT

A. ASEXPRESSED BY PAUL...
1. Hisexpression of thankswas not to hint that he wasin great need - Ph 4:11a
2. For hewas quite content with the “state” or condition he found himsdlf in - Ph 4:11b
3. This“contentment” was something he had learned - Ph 4:11b-12

B. WHAT WASTHE “KEY” TO PAUL’'SCONTENTMENT...?
1. Asexpressedin Ph 4:13, it involved strength given by the Lord
a.  Who enabled him to be content whether full or hungry
b. Who enabled him to be content whether abounding or in need
2. Pat of this strength from the Lord may have been the proper per spective which Paul
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likely received from the Lord

a. The proper perspective about life and death - cf. Ph 1:21-24

b. The proper perspective about the true necessitiesin life- cf. 1 Ti 6:6-8
[Having mentioned the strength given by the Lord, let’ slook alittle closer at...]

[11.CHRIST'S POWER

A. THERE ISWONDERFUL POWER AVAILABLE FOR THE CHRISTIAN...!
1. AsPaul indicates, this power enables oneto do al things necessary in serving the Lord - Ph
4:13
2. Welearn more about this wonderful power in Paul’ s epistle to the Ephesians...
a. Itispower about which Paul wanted them to know - Ep 1:18-19
b. Itispower that isin accordance with the power used to raise Jesus from the deed, and
to seat Him at the right hand of God! - Ep 1:19-21
c. Paul atributes such power to the Holy Spirit, dwelling in the Chrigtian - cf. Ro 8:11-14
d. He prayed that God would strengthen the Ephesians with such power, whichis
described as being able to accomplish great things - Ep 3:16, 20-21
3. Inother words, with the Spirit as the instrumenta agent, God and Christ enables the
Chrigtian to do dl that he or sheis required to do!

B. THE RAMIFICATION OF THISPOWER...

1. Weaenot donein our effortsto “work out our own savation’ - cf. Ph 2:12-13

2. Thereisno excuse for not doing what God desires!

3. Whenwefdl, it isusudly aproblem of the will, not the ability! (unlike those outside of
Chrigt, where it is a problem of ability - cf. Ro 7:18,22-25)

4. For Chrigianswho sn knowingly, it is not that they can’t do the will of God, but won’t!
a. Of course, because we have imperfect knowledge, we may sometimes sin ignorantly,

and therefore are dways in need of the cleanaing blood of Jesus

b. But when we know the will of God, there are no excuses for not doing it!

[What awonderful blessing for those who arein Chrig, to have that power! But thereis even ahint of
more blessingsin our text, as we notice what is said about...]

IV.GOD’SRICHES

A. ASDEFINED BY PAUL...

1. Theseare“richesin glory” which God supplies by Jesus Christ - Ph 4:19
a l.e,onemus be“in Christ” to enjoy these “riches’
b. Indeed, “in Chrig” isthe realm in which God provides every spiritua blessng - cf. Ep

1:3-13 (note the use of the phrase “in Chrid”, or “in Him")

2. But God provides not only spiritud needs, but “ all your needs”
a. Which includes the necessties of life, like food and clothing
b. AsJesusHimsdf taughtin Mt 6:30-33

B. WITH “RICHES” LIKE THESE...
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1. How can we not be content?
2. We have an abundance of “ spiritual” blessings, and an assurance “ physical” needs,
how could we ever be less than satisfied?

[May God forgive us when we take these “riches’ lightly and begin to fed discontent with what we
havel Findly, we note...]

V. THE SAINT'SGREETINGS

A. ASREAD HERE IN PHILIPPIANS...
1. Paul first sends his gregtings - Ph 4:21a
2. Thebrethren with him (Luke? Timothy?) send their greetings - Ph 4:21b
3. Then“dl the saints...especidly those who are of Caesar’s household” send their greetings
- Ph 4:22

B. THE SSIMPLE ACT OF GREETING CAN SERVE AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION...

1. Clearly, Paul thought so - cf. Ro 16:3-16, 21-23

2. Some possible benefits of greeting one another:
a. Greeting one another expresses our love and gppreciation for one another
b. Greeting one another frequently (in Ietter or in person) nourishes the relaionship we

have as brethren in Chrigt

3. Notethat Paul desired to greet “ every” saint in Christ Jesus; no room for favoritism herel
-Ph4:21

4. How we greet (or fail to greet) each other in our assemblies reveas alot about oursdves
a. Either that we are caring and loving without partidity
b. Or cold and insensitive, except to thosein our “dique’!

CONCLUSION

1. Such are some the things we can glean from asmple “ thank-you note” ...
a. ThePhilippians’ generosity d. God'sriches
b. Paul’s contentment e. Thesants gredings
c. Chrid’s power

2. What thisrevedsisthe high qudity of life experienced by those in Chrigt!
a. Who despite the sort of circumstances faced by Peaull...
b. Could ill fed and write such aletter as the epigtle to the Philippiand

3. Aswe closethis study on this wonderful epistle, | leave with you two words. glory and grace...
a. “Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.” - Ph 4:20
b. “Thegrace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt be with you adl. Amen.” - Ph 4:23

Have you received the wonderful grace of our Lord in your life, by obeying His gospe? Areyou living
S0 asto offer glory to God, both in word and deed?

May such portions of God's Word like the Epistle to the Philippians inspire you to do both!
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