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TheEpistle To The Hebrews
Introduction To The Epistle

INTRODUCTION

1. The Epidleto the Hebrewsis a unique book in the New Testamen...
a. Itbeginsasan essay - He 1:1-2
b. Itprogressesasasermon - He2:1-4
c. Itendsasaletter - He 13:23-25

2. ltscontents are deep and challenging...
a. Many Chridiansfind it difficult
b. Some equate its difficulty with the book of Revelation

3. But for Chrigians who are willing to take the time to read and reflect upon it...
a. They arereminded of how blessed they are to have trusted in Christ
b. They areimpressed with the superiority of Christ and His New Covenant over Moses and the
Old Covenant
c. They arewarned of the danger of apostasy and the need for steadfastnessin their faith

4. With thislesson, | wish to begin a series of expository sermons based upon this epidtle...
a Yetjud asone should not begin ajourney without some idea of where they are going
b. Soitisbeneficid to begin with apreview of this epidtle, that we might have an idea...
1) Of where we are headed
2) And wha we can expect to find

[Such a“preview” or introduction would naturdly include some informetion on...]

|. THE BACKGROUND TO THISEPISTLE

A. THE AUTHOR...
1. Theauthor does not identify himsdf
2. Many bdieveit to be the gpostle Paul (e.g., Clement of Alexandria)
a. Thisssemsunlikdy in view of the author’ s statement: “...was confirmed to us by those
who heard Him,” - He 2:3
b. For Paul declared that he had not received the gospe from or through men - Ga 1.
11-12
C. Yet there are many arguments which favor Paul as the author (cf. New Testament
Commentary on Hebrews, Robert Milligan, pp. 5-19)
3. Other names have been proposed over the years.
a. Barnabas (suggested by Tertullian)
b. Apoallos (suggested by L uther)
c. Priscilla (suggested by Harnack)
--  Perhaps Origen says it best, “But who wrote the epistle, to be sure, only God knows.”
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B. THE RECIPIENTS...

1. Thegenerd consensusis that this letter was written to Jewish Chrigtians

2. But thereisuncertainty as to where they and the author were at the time of composition
a. Mog believe the recipients were in Pdesting, and the author in Rome
b. Others suggest the readers were in Rome and the author € sewhere, based upon a
possbleimplicationin He 13:24

-- Inany case, they were Jewish Chrigtians whom the author knew personaly - cf. He 10:
34, 13:19

C. THE DATE OF WRITING...

1. Weknow it was prior to 96 A.D., for Clement of Rome quotes from Hebrewsin his letter
written at thet time

2. Thereare cartainly srong implications thet it was written prior to 70 A.D.
a. Thereisno mention of the destruction of Jerusdem and the temple
b. The author writes as though priests were il offering sacrifices- He 8:4; 10:11

3. If the Jewish Chrigtians were in Pdedting, it was likdly before or a the beginning of the
Jewish Wars (ca. 66-70 A.D.), inlight of He 12:4

-- Thetimeframeof 63-65 A.D. is often suggested

D. THE PURPOSE OF THISEPISTLE...
1. To prevent hisreaders from abandoning their faith in Chrigt - cf. He 2:1-4
2. To encourage his Jewish brethren not to go back to the Old Law
a. By showing the superiority of Christ and His Covenant - cf. He 8:1-2,6
b. A key word found throughout the epistleis“ better”
1) Chrigt is"better thanthe angels’ -He 1.4
2) Weenjoy “the bringing in of a better hope’ - He 7:19
3) Jesus has become “the surety of a better covenant” - He 7:22
4) Heisdso “the Mediator of abetter covenant, which was established on better
promises’ - He 8.6
5) The heavenly things benefit from “better sacrifices’ - He 9:23
-- Indeed, the purpose of this epistle has been to exhort hisreaders - He 13:22

[With this background to the epistle, let’ s continue our brief survey of the book by noticing...]

II. THE MAIN DIVISIONSOF THISEPISTLE

A. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST...- He 1:1-8:6
1. Better than the prophets, as a much better Spokesman - He 1:1-3
2. Beiter than the angels, by virtue of His Deity and humanity - He 1:4-2:18
3. Better than Moses, for Heis the Son who provides a heavenly rest - He 3:1-4:13
4. Better than Aaron, as His priesthood is a superior one - He 4:16-8:6

B. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW COVENANT...- He 8:7-10:18
1. Foritisbased upon better promises- He 8:7-13
2. Foritisbased upon a better sanctuary - He 9:1-28
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C.

Mark A. Copeland

3. For itisbased upon abetter sacrifice- He 10:1-18

EXHORTATIONSDRAWN FROM THISSUPERIORITY...- He 10:19-13:25
1. Todraw near to God and hold fast - He 10:19-39

2. Toruntherace of faith with endurance- He 11:1-12:29

3. Miscdlaneous exhortations - He 13:1-25

[A unique festure of The Epistle To The Hebrews are the warnings throughout the book. Aswe
conclude thisintroduction, perhaps it may be profitable to summarize...]

[1I.THE KEY WARNINGSIN THISEPISTLE

A.

THE WARNING AGAINST DRIFTING... - He 2:1-4
1. Through neglect we can easlly drift away
2. Thesolution isto give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard

THE WARNING AGAINST DEPARTING... - He 3:12-15

1. Through 9n's deceitfulness we can become hardened and develop alack of faith by which
we can depart from the living God

2. The solution is exhort one another daily and remain steedfast

THE WARNING AGAINST DISOBEDIENCE... - He 4:11-13
1. Likelsrad in the wilderness, we can fail to enter our rest through disobedience
2. Thesolution is diligence and heeding the Word of God

. THE WARNING AGAINST DULLNESS... - He5:11-6:6

1. Dullness of hearing can make it difficult for us to appreciate the extent of our blessngsin
Chrigt, and even faling away to the point of crucifying the Son of God afresh!

2. Thesolution is grasping the firgt principles of the oracles of God, and then pressng on to
spiritual maturity and perfection

THE WARNING AGAINST DESPISING... - He 10:26-39

1. Itispossbleto so despise God' s grace asto no longer have asacrifice for sins, but only a
certain fearful expectation of judgment

2. Thesolution isto hold unto our confidence in Chrigt, and believe with endurance

THE WARNING AGAINST DEFYING... - He 12:14-29

1. Itispossibleto refuseto lisen to the One who now spesks from heaven!

2. Thesolution isto look diligently to the grace of God, recelving it in such away so we may
serve Him acceptably with reverence and godly fear

CONCLUSION

1. With such warnings, this book is indeed a“word of exhortation’! - He 13:22

2. Aswe proceed through the book in the coming lessons, it will be my intent...
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a. Toremind you of how blessed we are to have trusted in Christ

b. To impressyou with the superiority of Christ and His New Covenant over Moses and the Old
Covenant

c. Towarn you of thered danger of gpostasy and the need for steadfastnessin our faith

My task will be easy if | am faithful in letting the book spesk for itsdlf. That ismy hope and prayer...
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God's Perfect Spokesman
Hebrews1:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour introductory lesson, we saw how The Epistle To The Hebrews isunique in its beginning...
a. Thereisno mention of the author’ s name, nor the recipients
b. Rather, it dartslikean essay - cf. He 1:1-3

2. We dso noted regarding the purpose of the epistle...
a. To encourage Jewish Chrigtians to remain steadfast in their faith
b. Accomplished by showing the superiority of Christ and the New Covenant

3. That superiority is demongtrated through a number of contrasts...
a. Thevery fird contrast beginsin these first three verses
b. Inwhich Jesusis contrasted with the prophets of the Old Testament
4. Inthislesson, we shall take acloselook &t the contrast...
a. Noting how God spoke “in time past”, and how He speaks “in these last days’
b. Obsarving how Jesusis cartainly qudified to be“ God's Per fect Spokesman”
[We begin by consdering what is said regarding...]

. GOD’SSPOKESMEN “IN TIME PAST” (1)

A. THE EXPRESSION “IN TIME PAST” ...
1. Refersto the period of time prior to the coming of Jesus
2. l.e, that period of time described in the Old Testament (Genesis-Malachi)

B. GOD SPOKE “TO THE FATHERSBY THE PROPHETS" ...
1. The*“fathers’ would be the ancestors of the |sraelites
2. The*“prophets’ would include grest men like Samud, Elijah, Isaiah, Ezekid, Danid
a. The Hebrew word for “prophet” means*“ one who boils over”
b. Itrefersto onewhoisingpired by God to spesk for Him - cf. 2 Pe 1:21
3. At times, the prophets themsdves were unsure of what they spoke - 1 Pe 1:10-12

C. GOD SPOKE “AT VARIOUSTIMESAND IN DIFFERENT WAYS” ...
1. Hisrevdation did not comedl a once, but progressively at different times
2. Hismethods varied as well, usng visons, dreams, symbols, €tc.

[So God has clearly reveded Himsdf as One who “speaks’; that is, He communicates His will to
mankind! What He revedled through His prophets “in time past” is certainly wonderful, but consder
what we learn regarding...]
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II. GOD’S SPOKESMAN “IN THESE LAST DAYS” (2-3)

A. THE EXPRESSION “IN THESE LAST DAYS" ...
1. Literdly, “at the end of these days’, which may be understood as referring to either:
a. Theclosng period of the Jawish age (cf. Milligan)
b. The period of the Messiah (most commentators)
2. TheOld Testament often spoke of “thelast days’ - e.g., Isa 2:2; Micah 4:1
3. Assuchit often had specia reference to the age of the Messiah
a. The gpostles spoke of ther time as the time of this fulfillment - Ac 2:16-17
b. Thusit denotesthefina phase of history, brought on by the first coming of Chrigt,
continuing until His second coming and the consummeation of dl things - cf. He 9:26;
1Pe1:20; 1Co010:11

B. GOD “HASSPOKEN TO USBY HISSON"...
1. God has spoken once again, but note the contrast!
2. “Intime pad” it wasthrough “ prophets”; but “in these last days” itisby “His Son”!
a.  God has sent His own Son to speek for Him!
b. Aswonderful asthe prophets were, how can they compare to God' s own Son?
-- Thereisno contrast, especidly as we read on and notice...

C. THE EXCELLENCE OF “GOD’SPERFECT SPOKESMAN" ...
1. Jesusis“the appointed heir of all things’!
a. Theauthor may have had Psa 2:8 in mind, for in verse 5 he quotes from Psa 2.7
b. Asthe“beloved Son’, itisonly natura that He would be the appointed heir
c. What does“dl things” include?
1) All that the Father hasl - Jn 16:15
2) Theauthority to raise and judge the dead - Jn 5:26-29
3) The authority to rule in heaven and on earth - Mt 28:18
4) Thisauthority Christ has even now! - Ac 2:36; 10:36; Ep 1:20-22; 1 Pe 3:22;
Re 1:5
2. Jesusis“through whom He (God) also made the worlds’!
a. Not only the “Heir”, but also the “Creator”!
b. For it wasthrough the Son that God created the universe - cf. Jn 1:3; Co 1:16
1) All thingswere cregted “by (or through) Him” (He is the Cresator)
2) All things were created “for HIm” (He istherightful Her)
3. Jesusis“thebrightnessof His(God’'s) glory”!
a. InJesuswe seethe very radiance of the glory of God!
b. AsJohnwrote, “...we behed His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father...” -Jn 1:14
c. When we behold Jesus, we see an extension of the glory of God!
4. Jesusis“theexpressimage of His(God’'s) person”!
a. Heisthe exact representation of God' s being and character! - cf. Co 2:9
b. Therefore Jesus could say...
1) ToThomas *“If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; and
from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” - Jn 14.7
2) To Philip: “Hewho has seen Me has seen the Father;” - Jn 14:9

Sermons From Hebrews 8




Mark A. Copeland

5. Jesusis*upholding all things by theword of His power™!
a. Not only the Cresator, but dso the Sustainer of the universe - cf. Co 1:17 (“inHim dl
things congs”)
1) By Hisword the universe holds together!
2) All Hehasto do issay the word, and the universe is no more!
b. Notewel:
1) Thisillugtrates the power of HisWord
2) Shdl we not listen when He spesks? - cf. Lk 6:46
6. Jesushasaso by Himsdf purged our sins’!
a. A clear reference to His desth on the cross for our Sins
b. Thisspesksto Hisrole as our Redeemer, atheme that will be prominent later in this
epidle- cf. He 2:17; 9:26,28
7. Jesushasaso “sat down at theright hand of the M gjesty on high”!
a. ThisJesus did when He ascended to heaven - Ep 1:20; 1 Pe 3:22
b. Sitting a theright hand of God is a place of honor, but for Jesusit is aso a place from
which Hereignd
1) Asindicatedin Ep 1:21-22; 1 Pe 3:22
2) lItistruethat Heiswaiting for the His enemies to be made His footstool (He 10:
12-13), but He isreigning until that time! - cf. 1 Co 15:25-26
3) Asdated in Psa110:1-2, from which the author to the Hebrews quotes, the
Messah wasto “rule in the midst of Y our enemies’
c. ThusJesusistruly “theruler over thekings of earth” - Re 1:5; 17:14

CONCLUSION

1. The sentence does not end with verse three...
a. It continues on into verse four, with adeclaration of Jesus’ superiority over angels
b. But that verse and the rest of the chapter we shall save for the next study

2. But what have we seen in this lesson?
a. Godisclearly aGod who speaks, He makes His Will known to mankind!
b. And now He spesks through His Son, Who is.
1) The gppointed Heir of dl thingd
2) The Cregtor!
3) The brightness of God' s glory, the expressimage of His person!
4) Our Sustainer, Redeemer, and King!

How can one turn their back on Him? Especialy when the Mgesty on high proclamed a the Mount of
Trandfiguration:

“Thisis My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Hear Him!” - Mt 17:5

Are you heeding the words of the Beloved Son, “ God's Per fect Spokesman” ? - cf. Mt 28:18-20;
Re2:10
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Jesus Superiority To Angels
Hebrews 1:4-14

INTRODUCTION

1. The subject of angedls has certainly become a popular one lately...
a. Bookgores arefilled with books dedling with angels
b. Popular TV shows and movies depict angels working in our lives (“Highway To Heaven”,
“Touched By An Angdl”, “The Preacher’ s Wife’, “1t's A Wonderful Life’)

2. Angeswere dso an important part of the Jewish religion...
a.  Angesassged with the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai - cf. Deu 33:2; Psa 68:17; Ac 7:53;
Ga3:19
b. They appear throughout the history of Isragl, coming to Abraham, Danidl, and many others

3. Sincethe purpose of The Epistle To The Hebrewsisto show the superiority of Christ and the
New Covenant to the Law of Moses...
a. Itisnecessary that the writer have something to say about angdls
b. Soitisthat we find the comparison of the Son to prophets followed now by a comparison to
angels-He 1:4-14

4. Thepremiseisclearly sated that the Son (Jesus) is “much better than the angels’... -He 1:4
a. Thereasonin anutshdl isthat “He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they”
b. Tha nameis“Son’, atitle that only Jesus can properly wesr...
1) Angdsmay be caled “sons of God” collectively - cf. Job 1:6
2) But no angd can be cdled this name individually!

[As evidence for the superiority of Jesus over angels, the author proceeds to offer scriptura support
from the Old Testament. Hisfirst two quotations are to prove...]

. JESUSISTHE “SON” (5)

A. TWO PROPHECIESREFER TO THE MESSIAH AS“SON"...
1. ThefirdisPsa2:7
a. A psam depicting the enthronement of the Messiah (the Lord' s Anointed)
b. Inwhich Jehovah cdlsthe Messah “My Son’
c. The"begetting” has reference to the resurrection of Jesus- Ac 13:33; Ro 1:4
2. Thesecondis2 Sam 7:14
a. This passage had immediate application to Solomon, David’s son
b. But asthe Messah who would receive the throne of David was aso descended from
David...
1) It sultimate application would be to the Messiah
2) l.e, Jesus, the“son of David” - Mt 1:1; Mk 10:47; Jn 7:42
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B. BUT NO ANGEL ISEVER CALLED“MY SON”...
1. Collectively they were caled “sons of God”, but never individudly!
2. Thisnot only demondtrates Jesus’ superiority to angels...
a It provestha Jesus Himsdf was not an angd!
b. Contrary to what some (such as WSs) bdieve

[The superiority of Jesus over the angdsis further illustrated as we continue...]

. JESUSIS“THE FIRSTBORN” WHO RECEIVESWORSHIP (6)

A. JESUSISDESCRIBED AS“THE FIRSTBORN" ...

1. Theterm “firstborr” does not dways mean “born first”

a. Itisdsousad in the Scriptures as a metaphor to describe one who occupies the rank
and privilege of being firstborn (without literally being “firstborn’)

b. Usad by God in thisway to refer to the nation of Isradl - Exo 4:22
c. Used by God in thisway to refer to David, youngest of eight - Ps 89: 20,27

2. Itisused of Jesusin thisway to stress His preeminence over cregtion...
a. AsPau explansin Co 1:15-18
b. By virtue of being the Creator, He maintains the rank and privilege of “firstborn’!

B. WHEN THE FIRSTBORN CAME INTO THE WORLD, THE ANGELSWERE TO
WORSHIP HIM...
1. Thequotationin ver se 6 isfrom Deu 32:43 asfound in the Septuagint verson
2. Theangds of God were to worship Him
3. Notewdl: No created being is or was ever worthy of worship!
a. The angelsthemsdves refused to be worshipped - cf. Re 22:8-9
b. The gpostle Peter refused to accept worship - cf. Ac 10:25-26
4. Yet Jesusreceived worship!
a Fromthewise men-Mt 2:11
From the leper - Mt 8:2
From theruler - Mt 9:18
From Hisdisciplesin the boat - Mt 14:33
From the Canaanite woman - Mt 15:25
From the man born blind - Jn 9:38
From the women and other disciples following His resurrection - Mt 28:9,17
From the disciples following His ascenson - Lk 24:52

S@ropooCoT

[That Jesusis worthy of worship, especidly now, becomes more evident as we consider how...]

I1.JESUSIS“GOD” ENTHRONED AND ANOINTED (7-9)

A. ANGELSARE SSMPLY FOR THE SERVICE OF GOD...
1. They are created spiritsto serve God (caled “ministering spirits’ in He 1:14)
2. Ther service can be as powerful yet transent as “wind” or “flames of fire’, if need be

B. BUT THE “SON” ISGOD HIMSELF, ENTHRONED AND ANOINTED...!
Sermons From Hebrews 11
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The author is quoting from another Messianic psam - Psa 45:6-7
Notice thet the Soniscdled “God’! - He 1:8
a. TheHebrew writer clearly proclams the deity of Jesud! - cf. He 1:3a
b. Yetinthenext verse we read whereit says“God, Your God has...”
1) Herewefind adigtinction of persondities within the Godhead
2) Which we learn through later revelation involves the Father and Son (and Holy
Spirit)
The Son, Who is God, has been enthroned, and reigns over an everlasting kingdom with
righteousness
a. A kingdom of which Danid said “shdl never be destroyed” - Dan 2:44
b. A kingdom of which Gabrid (an angdl) told Mary: “there will benoend” - Lk 1:33
c. Both Paul and John wrote of thiskingdom - Co 1:13; Re 1:9
This Son, Who is God and King, has been “anointed” - He 1:9
a. Of course, theword “Messiai” means “anointed one”
b. Inthis passage, the emphasisis on how Jesus has been anointed with gladness “more
than Y our companions’
1) Who are these “companions’?
2) Inviewof He 2:11; 3:1, it islikely the followers of Jesus, His brethren!

[As God, King, and Messiah, Jesusis certainly greater than angels But there is even more...]

IV.JESUSISTHE “LORD” WHO ISTHE ETERNAL CREATOR (10-12)

A. JESUSIS*YAHWEH" (JEHOVAH)...!

1.

Now the Hebrew writer is quoting from Ps 102: 25-27

a. A psam which addresses God using His covenant name Y ahweh (or Jehovah)

b. Thisisthe nametha God used to identify Himsdf to Moses - Exo 3:13-14

But the Hebrew writer by inspiration knew this psam equally applied to Jesus!

a.  Such would be blagphemy, unless Jesusistruly Deity!

b. Sowhilethe Sonisdidtinct from the Father (cf. He 1:9), He and the Father are

aso the same!

In this chapter, then, we find evidence relaing to the nature of the Godheed...

a. Thereisone God, but three distinct personaities within the Godhead (Father, Son,
Holy Spirit)

b. AsJehovah, Jesusisnot “agod’, or any sort of created being (contra JWs, Mormons)

c. Asthe Son who isdigtinct from the Father, the Son is not the same in persondity asthe
Father (contra Oneness Pentecogtals)

--  Though not abiblica term, the word “trinity” does help to convey the Biblica evidence
as to the nature of the Godhead!

B. JESUSISTHE ETERNAL CREATOR...!

1.

In the beginning it was He who created the earth and the heavens - He 1: 10
a. Astheauthor had dready stated in He 1:2c
b. Asboth John and Paul professed - Jn 1:3; Co 1:16-17

2. Heisdso eternd, therefore unchangeable - He 1:11-12

a. The heavens and earth “will perish”, “grow old” and “be changed” - cf. 2 Pe 3: 10-12
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b. But Jesuswill “remain’, bethe“same’, and “not fall” - cf. He 13:8
[The superiority of Jesus over angelsisillustrated with one last comparison in this chapter...]

V. JESUSISTHE “SOVEREIGN” (13-14)

A. NO ANGEL HASBEEN INVITED TO SIT AT GOD’SRIGHT HAND...

1. Thepsdm quoted now isPs 110:1
a. Thispsdm isquoted or dluded to more than any other psdm inthe NT
b. It refersto the Messanic reign of Chrigt that began when Jesus sat down at the right

hand of God - cf. He 1:3; Ac 2:34-36; 1 Pe 3:22

2. That no angel has been asked to St at God' sright hand...
a.  Once again provesthat Jesus was not an angel (contra JWs)
b. Only Jesus, asthe Son of God, has been so invited, and is truly the Sovereign!

B. ANGELSARE BUT MINISTERING SPIRITS...
1. While Jesus sts enthroned in heaven, angds are *“ sent forth to minister (serve)”
2. They miniger for those “who will inherit salvation”
a. They have certainly ministered in the past - cf. Lk 1:11-38
b. They will certainly miniger a the time of Chris’ sreturn - cf. Mt 13:36-43
c. But to what extent they minister in the present, the Scriptures reved little (cf. Mt 18:
10), and we should be careful to refrain from vain speculation

CONCLUSION

1. Inavery forceful manner, the writer to the Hebrews has shown Jesus’ superiority to angels:
a. Jesusisthe Son (angels are not)
b. Jesusisthe Firstborn who receives worship (angels are not and do not)
c. Jesusis God enthroned and anointed (such is not the case with angeldl)
d. Jesusisthe LORD (Yahweh) who isthe eternd creator (angels are created beings)
e. Jesusisthe Sovereign, reigning at God' s right hand (angels are but ministering spirits)

2. While angds ceartainly have aspecid place in God' s plan for redeeming man...
a. They are not to become the object of worship or adoration - cf. Co 2:18-19
b. Only Jesusisworthy of such worship and adoration!

Asinnumerable angels proclamed with aloud voice:

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom,
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” (cf. Re 5:11-12)

Let Jesus, and not angels, be the focus of your interest and adoration!
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Lest We Drift Away
Hebrews 2:1-4

INTRODUCTION

1. Theauthor of The Epistle To The Hebrews was concerned about the spiritual well-being of his
initid recipients...
a. They werefdlow Jewswho had become Chrigtians
b. Hisconcernisthat they not drift back into Judaism
C. Hededswith this problem in two ways:
1) By emphasizing the superiority of Christ and the New Covenant
2) By asariesof exhortations for them to remain steedfast

2. In chapter one we saw...
a. The superiority of Chrigt to the prophets- He 1:1-3
b. The superiority of Christ to theangels- He 1:4-14

3. Now we cometo the first of severd exhortations - cf. He 2:1-4
a. Inwhich wefind awarning about the danger of “drifting”
b. Thefigure suggested isthat of abodt...
1) Drifting dong a an dmost imperceptible pace
2) Caried dong in the wrong direction by a subtle current

4. Inthislesson, | want usto examine...
a. Thereasons behind such an exhortation
b. Various“currents’ that can cause usto “drift away”
c. Thekey to avoiding “drifting away’

[Let’ s begin, then, with some...]

I. REASONSFOR THISEXHORTATION

A. THE REAL DANGER OF DRIFTING...
1. Itispossblefor usto “drift away’ from our salvation!
a. Wecan certanly “neglect” our savation - He 2:3
b. Later, wewill learn that we can “depart” from God - He 3:12-14
c. Also, that one can so “fal away” that it becomes impossible to renew them to
repentancel - He 6:4-6
d. One can reach a point where the sacrifice of Christ is no longer available for their snd
- He 10:26-27
2. Thedanger of “drifting” isvery red!
a. Itispossblefor achild of Godto so Snasto belost!
b. Otherwise, such an exhortation as thisis meaningless
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B. THEDIGNITY OF THE ONE THROUGH WHOM GOD HAS SPOKEN...
1. Aspointed outin He 1:1-2, God now speaks to us through His Son
a. We have seen that thisSonis.
1) Superior to the prophets- He 1:1-3
2) Superior tothe angels-He 1:4-14
b. We have seen that thisSon is.
1) The gppointed Heir of dl thingd
2) The brightness of God' s glory, the expressimage of His person!
3) Our Sugtainer and Redeeme!
4) The*“Firstborn” who receives worship
5) “God” enthroned and anointed
6) The“LORD” (Yahweh) who isthe eterna creator
7) The“Sovereign’, reigning a God' sright hand
2. When God spoke through angels...
a. Hisword proved steadfast
b. Every tranggression and disobedience received ajust reward - He 2:2
3. How much more, then, when He speaks through His Son!
a.  Will not Hisword prove just as steadfast?
b. Will not every unrepented transgression and disobedience receive ajust reward?
-- Dare we neglect the Word of God spoken through His Son?

C. THE CONFIRMATION GIVEN THISREVELATION...

1. Theword spoken by the Son was confirmed by His gpostles- He 2:3
a. Individuaswho were eyewitnesses- Ac 10:39-41; 2 Pe 1:16
b. Men who endured much to serve Him - ¢f. 1 Co 4:9-13

2. Theword spoken by the Son was confirmed even further! - He 2:4
a. By God Himsdf, through Sgns, wonders, and miracles - cf. Jn 10:37-38
b. By theHoly Spirit, with gifts according to Hiswill - cf. 1 Co 12:7-11

--  Shdl we neglect that Word to which such have born witness?

D. WHAT WE LOSE IF WE DRIFT AWAY ...

1. Welose“s0 grest asdvation”! -He 2:3

2. Itisa“great sdvation’, because it offers such things as.
a. Theforgivenessof Sn
b. Transformation of character by providing power over Sn
c. Assurance of God'sfatherly presence
d. A clear and peaceful conscience
e. A glorious hopefor eternity

-- Daewelosedl thisthrough “neglect”?

[Just as those who neglected the word spoken through angels (i.e., the Law of Moses) lost their
“promised land”, so there are grave consequences for those who neglect the salvation spoken of by the
Son of God! Such “neglect” is possble when we “drift away”. Following the metephor of drifting, what
“currents’ might cause one to drift?]

[1. CURRENTSTHAT CAN CAUSE USTO DRIFT
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A. THE CURRENT OF “TIME"...
1. Inwhich we grow weary of doing good, a concern expressedin Ga 6:9
2. Astimepaseshy...
a. We can gradudly lose some of the fervor of our devotion - eg., Re 2:4
b. Wemay begin to rest on past accomplishments, and cease pressing forward - cf. Ph 3:
13-14

B. THE CURRENT OF “FAMILIARITY” ...
1. Aswe become familiar with the truth, it may seem common placeto us
a  Wemay loseits sense of novety
b. Wemay takeit for granted
2. Agan, likethe Ephesanswe may lose our “fird love” - Re 2:4

C. THE CURRENT OF “SOCIETY” ...
1. Thetidesof modern opinion can eesily induce us- cf. 1 Co 15:33
2. Bombarded by the secular humanism, false religions, and even plagtic “Chridtianity” offered
as “truth’, it is hard to maintain the course!
3. Such things can move us away from the amplicity and wisdom of our Lord! - eg., 2 Co 11.
2-3

D. THE CURRENT OF “THE FLESH" ...
1. Our warfareisnot only without, but dso within-1 Pe 2:11
2. Our flesh is congtantly waging war againgt our souls, and againgt the Spirit who desires that
we follow Him - Ga 5:16-17

E. THE CURRENT OF “DAILY CONCERNS'...
1. The constant pressure of daily cares, anxieties, duties, etc., can distract us
2. Jesuswarned againgt this on severd occasons- Lk 8:14; 21:34

[Any and dl these things can dowly move us away from the Lord and His great sdvation if we are not
careful! However, aswe return to our text, we can learn...]

[II.THE KEY TO PREVENT DRIFTING AWAY

A. WE MUST GIVE “THE MORE EARNEST HEED" ...

1. Imagineyoursdf in acanoe, in ariver with adow moving current...
a. Falureto pay congant atention leads to drifting
b. Thedrifting may be subtle, but often by the time you redize it, it istoo late!
c. Last minute corrections may be made, but even then one may 4ill run into the brush,

crash into the rocks, or go over the fdldl

--  Only by giving earnest heed can that be avoided

2. Soitiswith our sdvation!
a. Wemust be “diligent” to the task at hand - cf. 2 Pe 1:5,10
b. Thereisno placeto be hdfhearted about thid - e.g., Ph 3:12-15

3. Notethat we mugt give the “more’ earnest heed
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a. Weareto be more earnest than those who heard the word of God spoken through
angels (i.e, the Isradites)
1) Because we have the word of God spoken through the Son
2) Which pertainsto asavation greater than that enjoyed by them
3) Towhom moreisgiven, moreisrequired! - cf. Lk 12:48

b. Areyou more earnest in giving heed to what you have heard, than those saintsin the
Old Testament?

B. WE MUST GIVE SUCH HEED TO THE “THINGSWE HAVE HEARD" ...
1. The*"thingswe have heard” refer to:
a. TheWord of God spoken through His Son
b. Thegreat sdvation
-- l.e, thegospd of Chrigt in dl aspectd!
2. How canwe do this?
a. The Bereans provide agood example-Ac 17:11
1) Intheway inwhich they initidly listened (“received the word with dl readiness’)
2) Intheway in which they followed up (“searched the Scriptures daily...”)
b. Cetanly through:
1) Earnes attention whenever God' sword is proclaimed
2) Earnest study of God's Word on our own
3) Earnest study in preparation for our Bible classes
c. With the sort of sudy of God's Word...
1) Entered into with a prayerful devotion to God - Psa 119:18
2) Concluded with a prayerful desireto please God - Psa 119:10-11
3. Areyou giving “the more earnest heed to the things we have heard’?
a. Another year has past; how did you do?
b. Another year is dready started; how will you do?

CONCLUSION

1. We have been blessed to receive “ so great a salvation” ...
a. A sdvation spoken to usfirg through God' s own Son!
b. A sdvation then confirmed by God Himsdlf, the Holy Spirit, and those who heard Him!
c. A sdvation much greater than any offered before!

2. But plesse note carefully...
a. Oneneed not “reject” or “adtivdy fight” againgt this great salvation to “receive ajust reward”
b. Thosewho smply “drift away” through “neglect” will aso not escapel
1) Escapewhat?
2) Fromwhat we learn later, it will be*much worse punishment”! - cf. He 10:28-29

Have you neglected this great sdvation Jesus offers? If so, may thisfirg exhortation found in The
Epistle To The Hebrews move you to repent, and cause you to give “the mor e earnest heed” to
the gospd of Chrig!
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Advantages Of Jesus Humanity
Hebrews 2:5-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Following hiswarning againg drifting (He 2:1-4), the writer of Hebrews continues to illustrate
Jesus’ superiority to angels...
a. Inthefirgt chapter the emphasswason Jesus’ deity
b. Now thefocusison Jesus' humanity

2. One can imagine the sort of objections that could be raised about Jesus’ humanity...
a. When Jesus became flesh, didn't that make Him lower than the angels?
b. How then can it be said that He is superior to angels?

3. Theresponseisthat Jesus’ humanity provided severa advantages...
a. Inreganing maislost dominion
b. Inbringing many sonsto glory
c. Indisarming Satan, and delivering us from the fear of deeth
d. Inbecoming asympathetic high priest

['Y es, becoming flesh did not prove to be a handicap or amark of inferiority; rather, it served to make
Him “perfect”! To see how, let’ s note how Jesus’ humanity fird...]

|. ENABLED JESUSTO REGAIN MAN’SLOST DOMINION (2:5-9)

A. MAN ONCE HAD DOMINION OVER THE EARTH...
1. At thebeginning , man was given dominion over God's cregtion - Gen 1:26-28
2. David marveled that God set man over Hisworks - Psa 8:4-6
a. Even though man was made “alittle lower than the angds’
b. Yet God “crowned him with glory and honor”!

B. MAN HASLOST THAT DOMINION...
1. Asisraher evident: “But now we do not yet see dl things put under him.” -He 2:8
2. Asareault of TheFal, man logt hisdominion

C. JESUS, ASA MAN, REGAINED THAT DOMINION...!
1. Jesuswas“made alittle lower than the angels’; i.e., He became aman!
2. Because of His suffering of deeth, He was “ crowned with glory and honor”!
a.  What man once had and lost...Jesus has regained!
b. Thosewho arein Him share in that rule, both now and in the future!
1) Seated a theright hand of God, Chrigt rules over al - cf. Ep 1:20-22
2) Thosein Chrig gt together with Him - cf. Ep 2:4-6
3) Especidly so, when we pass from thislife to the next... - cf. Re 2:26-27; 3:21
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[Such dominion, both now and in “the world to come”’, was never given to angels (He 2:5). Man had it
and logt it. Becoming aman and suffering degth enabled Jesus to regain that dominion for man! By the
same suffering and death, Jesus was able to “taste death for everyone” (He 2:9). By the grace of God,
then, His humanity ao...]

II. ENABLED JESUSTO BRING MANY SONSTO GLORY (2:10-13)

A. HISSUFFERINGSIN THE FLESH WERE “FITTING” ...

1. God gave Jesusthetask...
a.  To bring many sonsto glory (to restore man to his position of glory and honor)
b. Tobethe“author” (captain, pioneer, leader) of man's sdvation

2. Hisaufferingsin the flesh made Jesus “perfect” for the task!
a. Thisisnot to imply that Jesus was imperfect when He was on the earth
b. Theword “perfect” meansto be “complete, effective, adequate’
c. To becomplete and effective as our Savior and High Priest, Jesus’ sufferings were

necessary - cf. He 2:18

B. HISHUMANITY MAKESHIM “ONE” WITH THOSE BEING SAVED...
1. Eventhough Heisthe One who “sanctifies’, and they are “being sanctified”
2. Hishumanity (and suffering) mekesthem “dl of one”’
3. Such identity with man makes Jesus proud to cal us“brethren”! - He 2:12-13

[Theidea of Jesus as the One whose suffering in the flesh makes Him the perfect author of our salvation,
and not ashamed to call us brethren, is expanded even further in the remaining verses of the chapter.
Here we see that the humanity of Jesus...]

I11.ENABLED JESUSTO DISARM SATAN AND DELIVER USFROM THE FEAR OF
DEATH (2:14-16)

A. JESUS DEATH GAVE HIM VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL...
1. Through His own death and resurrection, Jesus “destroyed” the devil!
a  Thedevil isdill very active- cf. 1 Pe 5:8-9
b. But though he once “had” (past tense) the power of death, no more! - cf. Re 1:18
2. Hispower grestly weakened by Jesus’ victory over desth, Satan will be destroyed for dl
time at the time of our own resurrection! - cf. Re 20:10-12

B. JESUS DEATH GAVE USFREEDOM FROM THE FEAR OF DEATH...
1. A fear that kegps many in bondage throughout therr lifetime
2. But thefathful Christian need not fear degth!- cf. Ro 8:37-39; 1 Co 3:21-23; Ph 2:21
3. Thusitistothe“seed of Abraham” (faithful Chridtians, cf. Ga 3:29), and not to “angels’
that Jesus has given such ad! -He 2:16

[Findly, partaking of flesh and blood, suffering and dying on the cross...]

IV.ENABLED JESUSTO BE A SYMPATHETIC HIGH PRIEST (2:17-18)
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A. JESUSISA MERCIFUL AND FAITHFUL HIGH PRIEST...

1. Incoming to thisworld, Jesus was “ made like His brethren”

2. Hebecamelike man “in dl things’

3. Thisequipped Him for the role of amerciful and faithful high priest
a.  “Inthings pertaining to God”
b. “To make propitiation for the sins of the people’
c. Weread later that therole of high priest involved offering gifts and sacrificesfor Sn

- He5:1

B. HEISABLE TO AID THOSE WHO ARE TEMPTED...
1. Hetoo has suffered, and been tempted, though we learn later He remained without Sin
-He4:15
2. Such suffering makes Him compassionate - cf. He 5:2
3. Therefore those who come to Him can expect to receive mercy and grace in time of need!
-cf.He4:16

CONCLUSION

1. What angd has accomplished such things as...
a. Regan manislog dominion?
b. Bring many sonsto glory?
c. Disam Satan, and deliver us from the fear of death?
d. Become asympathetic high priest?

2. All these things (and certainly much more) Jesus has done by virtue of becoming man...
a. Yes Hebecame “alittle lower than the angels’
b. Butinsodoing, even His humanity makes Him far superior to angeld

3. With the firg two chapters, then, we see the superiority of Jesus...
a. Over the prophets, as God' s perfect spokesman
b. Overthe angds, by virtue of His deity and His humanity
--  Why should we ever want to turn our back on such a Savior?

We have a so seen that Jesus, who was tempted, who has suffered and tasted death for everyone, is not
ashamed to cdl us “brethren’. Arewe ashamed to cdl Him “Lord”? Arewe willing to serve Him as
“Lord’?
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The Supremacy Of Jesus Over M oses
Hebrews 3:1-6

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen that the writer to the Hebrews sought to encourage faithfulness to Jesus by illustrating
His superiority...
a. Over prophets-He 1:1-3
b. Over angels-He 1:4-2:18
-- Both of which were very important to the Jewish people

2. Highly revered dso by the Hebrews was Moses...
a. Theauthor of thefirg five books of the Old Testament
b. Theddiverer, who led them out of Egyptian bondage and to the promised land
c. TheLawgiver, through whom God revealed so much of the Jewish religion

3. If thewriter was to be successful in encouraging his brethren to remain faithful to Jesus...
a. Hewould have to compare Jesus with Moses
b. Hewould havetoillugrate “ The Supremacy Of Jesus Over M oses”
-- Thishe does, especidly in He 3:1-6, which serves as the text of our study

[In the first verse, we note the...]

|. THE CALL TO CONSIDER JESUS (1)

A. TOWHOM THISCALL ISGIVEN...
1. Thereadersare described as.
a. “holy brethren”
1) l.e, brethren who are sanctified, set apart for aholy purpose
2) Cf. what waswrittenin He 2:10-11
3) lItisto the brethren of Chrigt that these things are being written!
b. “partakersof the heavenly calling’
1) They had cometo sharein the cal from heaven
2) This“cdling” wasthe cdl of the gospd
a) Fortha ishow God cdlsus-2Th 2:13-14
b) Itisacdltoglory-2Th 2:14; 1Th 2:12
2. Clearly the origina recipients were Christians!
a. Some commentators try to reason that they were not, because of the warnings
found throughout this epigtle
b. Butitisevident they were, which iswhy we need to give earnest heed to the warningd

B. TO CONSIDER JESUSASAPOSTLE AND HIGH PRIEST...
1. HowisJesusan “apostle” ?
a  Theword means “one sent”
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b. Just as Moses was sent by God, so was Jesus, as foretold by Moses and the prophets
that followed! - Ac 3:22-26; cf. Jn 7:16
2. HowisJesusa“high priest”?
a. Thatisoneof theimportant themes of thisepistle
1) Introducedin He 2:17
2) Expounded upon in detail later in He 4:14-7:28
b. Hehas made “propitiation’ (an gppeasng sacrifice) for our sns, through offering
Himsdf on the cross- He 7:26-27
c. He continues to intercede on our behaf - He 7:24-25
-- Thus Jesusisthe Apostle and High Priest “ of our confession” (i.e., whom we confess as
Chrigians)

[Aswe now note the actua comparison of Jesus with Moses, we are told that...]

Il. JESUSISGREATER IN HISPERSON (2-4)

A. THE ISSUE ISNOT ONE OF FAITHFULNESS...
1. Jesuswasfathful to the One who gppointed Him - cf. Jn 17:4
2. Mossslikewise was faithful - cf. He 11:24-29; Num 12:6-8

B. JESUSISGREATER BECAUSE HE ISTHE BUILDER (CREATOR)...

1. Jesusisworthy of more glory, just as one who builds a house has more honor than the
house itsdf
a Jesusisthebuilder
b. Mosesispat of the house itsdlf
-- Implying that what Moses did was in service to the work of the Son!

2. Once again the author declares the deity of the Son asthe Cresator of dl things- cf. He 1:
2¢,10; 3:4

[ The comparison continues as we note that...]

I1.JESUSISGREATER IN HISMINISTRY (5-6)

A. MOSESWASA FAITHFUL “SERVANT"...
1. We have dready seen that issue is not one of faithfulness- Num 12:6-8
2. Moses' task wasto testify of thingsto come, which he did faithfully - eg., Deu 18:15-19;
cf. Lk 24.44

B. JESUSISA FAITHFUL “SON”...
1. Mossswas smply aservant in the house, Jesusisthe Son “over” the house
2. Not only did Jesus do the work He was sent to do (Jn 17:4), but He was given authority
over dl thethings of God - cf. Mt 28:18; Jn 3:35; Ep 1:22

CONCLUSION

1. How is Jesus superior to Moses?
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Not in faithfulness, but in person and service

Moses was a servant in the house of God; Jesus is the builder of the house, and serves asthe
Son over the housel!

--  Indeed, Moses points us forward to Jesus (cf. Deu 18:15-19); for oneto forsake Jesusin an
attempt to go back to Moses doneisto frustrate the desire of Moses himself!

o

2. Speaking of the house of God, of which Jesusis the builder and over which He presides...
a. Thewriter to the Hebrews affirms that “we” are the house of Chrigt
1) Spesking of the church, which isthe house of God - cf. 1 Tim 3:15
2) In Chrigt, we are now “members of the household of God”, and together with the faithful
sants of old (including Moses) we are now “fdlow-citizens’ in the commonwedth of Isradl!
- cf. Ep 2:11-22
b. Yet our status asthe “house’ is conditiond!
1) “whose house we areif we hold fast....” -He 3:6
2) Wemus hold fast “the confidence and the rgoicing of the hope firm to theend.”

Therefore the need for steadfastness, and the reason this epistle isfilled with exhortations to that end!
Indeed, the next exhortation beginsin ver se 7, which we shal examine in our next lesson (“ A Warning
From TheWilderness’).

Isyour faith wavering? Then heed the words of thisepistle and “ ...consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus’. Asyou contemplate His person and His minigtry, it should
help you hold fast to your confesson of faith!
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A Warning From The Wilderness
Hebrews 3:7-19

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe previous study, we considered “ The Supremacy Of Jesus Over Moses’ ...
a. Jesuswas superior, not in faithfulness, but in His person and service
b. Moseswas a servant in the house of God
c. Jesus, however, isthe builder of the house, and serves as the Son over the house!

2. InHe 3:6, the writer to the Hebrews affirms that “we’ are the house of Christ...
a. Referingto the church, whichisthe house of God - ¢f. 1 Tim 3:15
b. Forin Chrigt, we are now “members of the household of God”, and together with the faithful
sants of old (including Moses) we are now “fdlow-citizens’ in the commonwedth of Isragl!
- cf. Ep 2:11-22

3. Yet our status as the “house’ is conditiond!
a “whose housewe areif we hold fad....” -He 3:6
b. Wemus hold fast “the confidence and the rgoicing of the hope firm to the end.”

4. The need for seadfastness explains the exhortationsin this epistle...
a.  Wesaw thefirgt exhortation in He 2: 1-4, regarding the danger of drifting
b. Now we come to the second exhortation, regarding the danger of departing from theliving
God - He 3:7-19
[To warn againgt the danger of departing, the writer gppedsto...]

|. THE EXAMPLE OF ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS (7-11)

A. ISRAEL HARDENED THEIR HEARTS...

1. Thequotationin verses 7-11 isfrom Psa 95:7-11
a. Inwhich the Holy Spirit warned Isragl not to be like the fathers in the wilderness
b. A warning which the Hebrew writer found just as necessary in his day

2. Inthewilderness, the Isradlites had...
a. Hardened their heartsin rebelling against God
b. Teded (tried) God with their lack of faith

3. Thisthey did many times during the forty years of wandering, but especidly...
a. At the beginning, with the incident & M assah (tempted) and M eribah (contention)

- cf. Exo 17:1-7

b. Toward the end, with the incident at K adesh - Num 27:14; cf. 20:1-13

B. THEREFORE THEY DID NOT ENTER GOD’SREST...
1. God became angry with that generation in the wilderness for their persistent rebellion - eg.,
Psa 106:13-33
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2. So God swore that they would not enter Hisrest - cf. Num 14:22-24,26-35
a. Of those over the age of 20 when they departed from Egypt, only Caeb and Joshua
entered the promised land
b. Therest (of which there were 603,548 men) died in the wilderness

[Because of hardened hearts sradl departed from God which led to rebellion. In turn, they fell short of
the Canaan rest that had been promised them. With “ A Warning From The Wilderness’ fresh on
their minds, the writer therefore exhorts his brethren by warning them of...]

II. THE DANGER OF DEPARTING (12-14)

A. THERE ISA NEED TO “BEWARE”...
1. A bdiever can deveop “an evil heart of unbdief”
a. Remember that the recipients of this epistle were “holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly cdling’ -He 3:1
b. Thewarning againgt developing a heart of unbelief presumes ared possbility
c. Thusa“bdiever” can become an “unbeliever”!
2. Unbdlief isproduced as one is * hardened through the deceitfulness of ain”
a. Snisdecdtful...
1) Promising pleasure, power, and prestige
2) Inthe short term that may be true, but such thingsare “ passing” (temporary”)
-eg., Hell:25; 1Jn 2:17
b. Because of its decatfulness, it is easy to become * har dened”
1) I.e, to bestubborn and not heed the Word of God
2) It happened to Isradl, and it can happen to us!
3. The consequence of unbdlief is* departing from the living God”
a. Asonegrowsin unbdief, so they drift avay from God
b. Whileabdiever remainsin fellowship with God, an unbdiever can only depart further
and further away from God!

B. THE SOLUTION ISTO “EXHORT ONE ANOTHER DAILY"...

1. Thisishow abeliever avoids becoming an unbeliever!

2. Through mutud edification on adaily basis, we can prevent the “hardening” that comes from
an's decaitfulness

3. Animportant part of such exhortation is our assembling together - cf. He 10:24-25
a. Which should certainly involve assemblies on the first day of the week - eg., Ac 20:7
b. But with aneed for “daily exhortation’, should we be content to limit our assembling to

one service aweek?

c. If we have the opportunity to assemble more often, shouldn't we?

4. Evenifitisonly by phone, we should seek to “exhort one another daily”!

C. OUR PARTICIPATION IN CHRIST ISCONDITIONAL...
1. Once again we see the conditiond nature of our participation with Christ
a. Weare house of Chrigt “...if we hold the fast the confidence and the rgoicing of the
hopefirmtotheend.” -He 3:6
b. We have become partakers of Chrigt “...if we hold the beginning of our confidence
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seadfast totheend,” - He 3:14

2. What about the security of the believer?

a. The“bdiever” doesindeed enjoy the assurance of his salvation

b. But we have seen that a“bdiever” can develop “an evil heart of unbdief”; i.e., become
an“unbdiever” - He 3:12

c. When a“bdiever” becomesan “unbeliever”, what promises of security and salvation
there may be to the bdiever are no longer applicable!

--  Thusthe many warnings to remain faithful, incdluding thet of our Lord's - Re 2: 10

[The danger of departing from God is so greet, that the writer of Hebrews returnsto “ A Warning
From TheWilderness'...]

II.THE EXAMPLE OF ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESSREVISITED (15-19)

A. ANOTHER APPEAL ISMADE...

1.
2.

Quoating again from Psa 95:7-8

The Hebrew writer gpplies the quotation to Chrigtians

a. They need to “hear His (God's) voice’ - remember He 1:1-2; 2:1-4?

b. That is, hear with a desre to hearken, for they too can easily harden their hearts“asin
the rebdlion”

B. THE NEED FOR CHRISTIANSTO BELIEVE, AND OBEY ...

1.

In the case of the |sradlites, who was it that rebelled?

a. All those who came out of Egypt (save Joshua and Caleb)!

b. Though led by Moses, they Hill rebelled!

--  We may have been ddivered by Chrigt from the bondage of sin, but rebelion is il
possiblel

In the case of the Isradlites, with whom was God angry forty years?

a. Thosewho snned

b. Andwho died in the wilderness as aresult of their lack of faith

--  If we become hardened through the deceitfulness of sn, shal we escape judgment?

In the case of the Israglites, who did God not alow in the promised land?

a. Those who did not obey!

b. Thosewho developed unbdief!

--  Shdl we enter our promised rest if we disobey through unbelief?

CONCLUSION

1. When the apostle Paul related some of the same experiences of Isradl in the wilderness, he wrote:

“Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.” (1 Co 10:11)

2. Itisfor our own admonition that we have such warnings as that found in our text...
a. For the deceitfulness of sin isjust as strong today
b. For the hardening of one’sheart isjust as dangerous today
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c. For departing from God isjust as possible today
-- Thusthe potentid for faling short of our promised rest is just as much aredlity for usas it
proved to be for the Isradlitesin the wilderness!

3. Tha iswhy we need to “exhort one another daily”...
a. To encourage one another to remain rong in faith - cf. He 3:19
b. To encourage one another to remain strong in obedience - cf. He 3:18
-- Have you exhorted your brother or sgter lately?

Findly, did you notice how “faith” and “ obedience” were used interchangeably in these last two
verses? These terms are not opposed to one another, for in fact Paul himsdlf wrote about “ obedience
to thefath” (Ro 1:5; 16:26). Faithisdead unlessthereis obedience (Ja 2:17,26), and so those who
truly believe will obey.

That iswhy Jesus can be described as “the author of eterna salvation to dl who obey Him” (He 5:9).
Have you obeyed Jesus by obeying Hisgospel ?- cf. Ro 10:16; 2 Th 1:7-8; 1 Pe 4:17
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The Rest That Remains
Hebrews 4:1-11

INTRODUCTION

1.

In chapter three of The Epistle To The Hebrews, we saw...
a. A comparison of Christ to Moses
b. How the comparison led to awarning based upon the example of Isradl in the wilderness

Appeding to the example of Isradl’ sfdl in the wildernessisanaturd one...

a. For despite Moses' leadership, most died in the wilderness and did not enter the promised land
for lack of faith

b. Now under Christ’sleadership, we face asmilar danger of faling short of our “promise’
through alack of faith - cf. He 3:14-15; 4:1

Chapter four continues the warning with afocus on the promised “ rest” which awaitsthe

fathful Chrigian...

a. Thispromised “rest” isactudly one of severd “rests’ found in the Scriptures

b. Itisa“rest” that Moses and Joshua did not provide, which is just another reason why the
Hebrew Christian should not forsake Jesus and return to Judaism

c. Itis*TheRest That Remains” for the people of God today!

In this lesson, we shdl address two questions...
a Whais“TheRest That Remains”?
b. What essentid elements are necessary to enter “ The Rest That Remains” ?

[Let’ s begin, then, with the first question...]

WHAT IS*THE REST THAT REMAINS'?

A. ITISNOT ISTHE “CANAAN" REST...

1. This“rest” isdludedtoin Deu 3:20; 12:9-10; Josh 1:13-15

2. This“rest” was given as God promised - Josh 21:43-45

3. Butin chapter four “Hisrest” (or “My ret”, “God’ srest”) is clearly delineated from that
which Joshua provided - He 4:8
a. Long after Joshuadied, the passage in Ps 95:7-8 was written
b. Theword “Today...”, indicates that the Spirit was warning the Isradlites who had long

before received the “Canaan” rest
-- S0 Joshua provided the “Canaan’ ret, but thereis dill “ The Rest That Remains”!

B. ITISNOT THE “SABBATH” REST...
1. Itisnatura to think of the Sabbath day when one hears or reads the word “rest”
a. When firg introduced to the nation of Isradl, it was spoken of as “the rest of the holy
Sabbath unto the LORD” - Exo 16:23
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b. Thiswas the seventh day rest, patterned after God' s own rest following the creation
- Gen 2:2
c. Itwasencoded into the Law given on tablets of sone - cf. Exo 20:8-11
2. But the Sabbath as aday of rest was given only to the nation of Isradl
a. Itwasnot given to the nation s fathers (i.e., ancestors such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob)
- cf. Deu 5:2-22; Neh 9:13-14
b. Itwasgivento Igad asaweekly remembrance of their deliverance from Egypt - Deu
5:12-15
c. Theonly Gentiles ever commanded to keep the Sabbath were those living among the
Isradlitesin Canaan (“your stranger who is within your geates’)
3. The Sabbath day, like the rest of the Old Law, has been done away
a Itwasnailedtothecross- cf. Ep 2:14-15; Co 2:14
b. Thosein Chrig have died to the Old Law, having been ddivered from it that they may
now serve Christ - Ro 7:4,6
c. Aspat of “the minigry of death” (i.e, the Old Testament), it has been replaced by “the
minigtry of the Spirit” (i.e, the New Testament) - 2 Co 3:5-8,11
d. Itisnow amatter of indifference to God, left to one’sindividua conscience, and not to
be bound on anyone - cf. Ro 14:4-6; Co 2:16-17
4. Findly, the argument regarding Joshua can aso be made regarding Moses...
a. Long after Moses provided the “ Sabbath” rest, Psa 95: 7-8 was written
b. Indicating that there was till another “rest” to come
--  While Moses provided the “Sabbath’ res, thereis ill “ The Rest That Remains”!

C. ITIS*GOD’'SREST"...
1. Through this section of Scripture there are repeated referencesto:
a “Myrest” -He3:11; 4:3,5cf. Psa 95:7-11
b. “Hisret” -He 3:18; 4:1
1) Which those who fdll in the wilderness did not enter - He 3:18
2) Which Chrigtians today have apromise of entering-He 4:1
2. ltisares that God entered upon the completion of His creation - He 4:4,10
3. lItisares that Joshua (and Moses) did not provide...
4. God sregtisoneinwhich...
a. Wemug bediligent not to come short of it-He 4:1,11
b. Onewho has “entered Hisrest” has “ceased from hisworks’ - He 4:10
-- “God'srest” isthe “heavenly rest” of which we read in the book of Revelation...

Then | heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “ Write: ‘Blessed are the dead
who diein theLord from nowon.”” “Yes,” saysthe Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labors, and their works follow them.” (Re 14:13)

[“The Rest That Remains” in this passage istherefore “ God’ s Rest” , and in particular that
“heavenly rest” one entersin which they cease from the labors. Now if we wish to one day enter this
“rest”, some things are necessary...|

. WHAT ARE THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTSTO ENTER “GOD’SREST” ?
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A. THE WORD OF GOD...

1. Notethat both Israel and we today have had “the gospel” preached unto us- He 4.2

a. The“gospd” (i.e., good news) proclaimed unto the I sragites pertained to the promises
of Canaan

b. The“gospd” proclamed unto us pertains to the blessngs we havein Chrigt

2. TheWord of God is essential for &t least two reasons:
a. Without it we would not even know about our promised rest!
b. Without it we would not know how to receive our promised rest!

3. But the Word of God (i.e., the gospd) istruly God' s power to save - cf. Ro 1:16-17
a. Forittdlsusof God ssdvetion in Chrigt
b. And how we might receive that wonderful sdvation

-- But aswe proceed, we learn that the Word of God done is not sufficient...

B. MIXED WITH FAITH...
1. TheWord of God did not profit many in Isragl because they did not recaive it with faith
-He4:2
2. Aspowerful asthe Word of God may be (cf. He 4:12), it’s power in our livesis hindered
unless we accept it with faith!
a. Of course, the Word is designed to create and nurture faith to apoint - Ro 10:17; Jn
20:30-31
b. But unlessour hearts are good and noble, the Word will not find the proper soil needed
to produce itsintended fruit - cf. Lk 8:15
--  Without faith, then, the promise of God' s rest will not be experienced by ud

C. FEAR AND DILIGENCE...
1. The Hebrew writer stressed both of these essential eements
a “Letusfear lest any of you seem to have come short...” -He 4:1
b. “Let ustherefore be diligent to enter thet rest, lest anyonefdl...” -He 4:11
2. Fear (awesome reverence) has an important placein the life of the Chrigtian
a. Jesustaught us Whom to fear - Mt 10:28
b. Paul taught that “fear and trembling” should accompany efforts to serve God - Ph 2:12
3. Diligence (strenuous effort) likewise isimportant - cf. 2 Pe 1:5,10
a. Wemug bediligent to grow in Chrigt-like character
b. Wemus be diligent to “make your cdling and eection sure’
--  Theneed for such fear and diligence is understandable only if the possibility of faling short is
very red!

CONCLUSION

1. “TheRest That Remains” isindeed awonderful blessng...
a Itis“God sred”, therefore a“heavenly ret”
b. Itisares inwhich one has*ceased from hiswork as God did from His’ - He 4:10
-- Itistherest of which John heard avoice from heaven speek in Re 14:13

2. But we have seen how disobedience led many |sradlites to fal short of their “Canaan rest”...
a.  Though they collectively asthe nation of Isradl were God's “dect”, predestined to receive the
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promises made to Abraham (cf. Gen 12:1-3)

But individualy, they failed to make their “calling and eection sure’

1) They had the “gospd” spoken to them

2) But they did not receive it with faith

3) And sothey did not have the fear and diligence necessary to perseverel

3. Brethren, what about us today?

a

b.

If weare“in Chrid”...

1) We are blessed to be God' s “éect” in a collective sense as Christ’ s body, the church

2) We are predestined as such to receive the wonderful blessings of sdvation in Chrigt,
induding the “heavenly ret” that awaits us

Y et individudly we must till make our “calling and dection sure’...

1) Arewe recaving the Word mixed with faith?

2) Do we have that proper sense of fear?

3) Arewediligent in our effortsto remain fathful and steadfast?

--  Only then can we have the assurance of entering into “ The Rest That Remains”!

May the words of the writer to the Hebrews sink deep into our hearts...

“Let ustherefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the
same example of disobedience.” - He 4:11
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God's Powerful Word
Hebrews4:12-13

INTRODUCTION

1.

InHe 4:11, we find asuccinct summary of al that has been sadin He 3:7-4:10...
a. Weneed to be diligent to enter “the rest that remains”, our heavenly rest
b. Or wemay fdl short of our rest, just as many |sradites fell short of their Canaan rest....

“Let ustherefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the
same example of disobedience.” -He4:11

To dress the need for diligence, we are reminded regarding the Word of God - He 4:12-13
a. That Word which provided the example of the Israglites disobedience
b. Tha Word which is now warning them not to emulate the Israglites’ example

In this passage, the Word of God is described in amazing terms...

a Itis“living’

b. Itis"powerful”

c. Itis“sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the divison of soul and spirit”
d. Itis“adiscerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”

At atimein which God' s Word is so often neglected, even by some Chrigtians, it never hurtsto
contemplate the wonder of God's Word...

a.  And so we take this opportunity to reflect upon what is said in this passage

b. With adesreto renew and increase our gppreciation of the power of God's Word!

[We begin by noticing...]

THE WORD OF GOD IS*LIVING” AND “POWERFUL”

A. GOD'SWORD ISNOT SOME “DEAD LETTER”...
1. Not only in this passage, but € sewhere we read of the abiding nature of God’'s Word
a. Notice Peter’s description of it - 1 Pe 1:23-25
1) It"livesand abides forever”
2) It“enduresforever” - cf. 1sa 40:8
b. Jesussaid“my words shal not passaway” - Mt 2435
2. The“lifé’ of God's Word is due to the nature of God Himsdlf!
a. Godiseernd, Heis“theliving God’ - cf. He 3:12; Jer 10:10
b. Hecannot lie, so what He sayswill cometo pass- cf. He 6:18; Ti 1:2
--  Thus His Word will never perish!
3. AsJesussad, “...thewordsthat | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they arelife.” - Jn
6:63
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B. THAT GOD’'SWORD IS“ALIVE” ISSEEN IN ITS“POWER"...
1. It hasthe power to accomplish its intended purpose - 1sa 55:10-11
The gospd in particular has the power to save - Ro 1:16-17; Ja 1:21
Through God' s word we can be born again - 1 Pe 1:22-23; Ja 1:18
It works effectively in those who believe- 1 Th 2:13; cf. He 4:2
It can build us up, and give us the inheritance thet is ours - Ac 20:32
It can make the man of God complete for dl good works-2 Ti 3:16-17
--  How could anything with such power be a“dead letter?

o gk wN

[With such a“living” and “powerful” word a our disposal, we would be foolish to neglect the blessngs
it offers, or thewarningsit gived It's power is seen further as we note how...]

II. THE WORD OF GOD IS“SHARP’ AND “A DISCERNER”

A. SHARPER THAN AN “TWO-EDGED SWORD" ...

1. TheWord of God is often likened to powerful objects
a Hereitisdescribed asasword - cf. dso Ep 6:17
b. Elsewhereitisit described asfire, and a hammer - Jer 23:29

2. Toillugrateits sharpness asa“sword”, the Word of God is said to pierce...
a. “..eventothedivison of soul and spirit”
b. *“..and of thejoints and marrow”
-- i.e, thedivineword is able to cut through everything that isin man (Lightfoot)

B. A DISCERNER OF “THE THOUGHTSAND INTENTSOF THE HEART" ...
1. Withitssharpness, it is cgpable of sfting through and reveding the heart of man
2. It seffect on man reveds histrue heart...
a. Insome cases, that one’s heart is Sncere and open to change- e.g., Ac 2:36-37
b. Other times, that one’s heart has no desire to change - eg., Ac 5:33; 7:54
-- One cannot hear or read the Word of God without being affected!

[As stated earlier, the “life” of God's Word is due to the nature of God Himsdlf. Inasmilar way, the
“power” of God'sword is due to the nature of God...]

1. THE POWER OF GOD’'SWORD ISDUE TO HISOMNISCIENCE

A. GOD ISOMNISCIENT...
1. Theword “omniscient” means “dl-knowing”
2. David extolled the omniscience of God in Psa 139:1-12
3. Solomon dso wrote of God's omniscience - Pr 15:3
-- That iswhy “thereis no cregture hidden from His sight, but al things are naked and open”
to Hiseyes

B. THEREFORE NO CAN HIDE FROM THE JUDGE...
1. AsDavid counsded his son Solomon - 1 Chr 28:9
2. Itisbeforethis Omniscient Judge that we must one day give an account
a. Thereisajudgment day coming, in which God will judge the world through His Son,
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Jesus Chrigt! - cf. Ac 17:30-31; Ro 2:16; 2 Co 5:10
b. Weread of that Judgment Day in the last book of Bible - cf. Re 20:11-15
3. Thegandard by which we will be judged are the words spoken through His Son
a. Asdaed by Jesusin Jn 12:48
b. Which should give pecid force to thewarning found in He 2: 1-3
1) If theword spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgresson was
justly punished...
2) ...then how shall we escape judgment if we neglect the words spoken through
God's Son?

CONCLUSION

1. Yes, the power of God' s Word is derived from God Himself...
a  Godisomniscient, able to seeinto the hearts of men; therefore His Word is able to cut to the
hearts of men and reved ther true nature
b. Godisliving, eternal, who will one day judge the world; therefor His Word that abides
forever will be the slandard by which we will be judged

2. Inview of the power of God Himsdlf and His powerful Word...
a. How dare we neglect thewarnings given in it, such asthosefound in He 4:1,117?
b. How dare we neglect to even read about the warnings (as many do by not reading the Bible)?

3. And remember, how we react to the Word of reveas our true character...
a Someare so “dull of heart”, thet they react with indifference and say “so what?”
b. Someare*“cut to the heart”, angrily resst the Word, and blame the messenger - Ac 7:54
c. Someare“cut to the heart”, and cry out “what shdl | do?’ - Ac 2:37

What kind of heart do you have? If your heart cries out “what shal | do?’ in response to the gospel
message of salvation in Chrit, then | encourage you to heed what Peter said:

“Then Peter said to them, “ Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.” - Ac 2:38

If you have so responded to God' s saving grace, then | encourage you to heed the warnings found
throughout the Scriptures, especidly here in the book of Hebrews, and in the words of our Lord
Himsf:

“Befaithful until death, and | will give you the crown of life.” - Rev 2:10
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Coming Boldly To The Throne Of Grace
Hebrews 4:14-16

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our study thus far we seen the concern of the author of The Book Of Hebrews...

a. That the Jewish Chrigtians remain steadfast and firm in their faith

b. That they not make the same mistake of departing from the living God, as did many of ther
ancestors

His modus oper andi (method of operation) has been twofold...
a. lllusrate the superiority of Jesus (e.g., to prophets, to angels, to Moses)
b. Exhort them to fathfulnessin light of these comparisons

In two exhortations we have seen thus far, to remain faithful we mudt...
a. “..givethe more earnest heed to the things we have heard” - cf. He 2:1-4
b. “..exhort one another daily...” - cf. He 3:12-14

To put it another way, to remain faithful we must be diligent...

a. Inour study of the Word of God

b. Inexhorting one ancther dally

--  Other things are a0 necessary, and in our text we read of another - cf. He 4:14-16

The main thought in this passage is that we should “come boldly to the throne of grace’...
a. But what doesthat mean?
b. Andwhy should we be diligent to do this?

[ These are the questions we shdl address in this lesson, and so we begin by congdering...]

WHAT IT MEANSTO “COME BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE”

A. THE“THRONE OF GRACE"...

1. Thisisamply another way to say the “throne of God”

a. Other passages emphasize that “God’ sthrone” is one of righteousness, justice, mercy
and truth - cf. Psa 89:14

b. l.e, Godisknown for these things

2. He4:16 emphaszesthat “God’ sthrone” is one of mercy
a. “thethrone of grace’
b. l.e, where kindness, mercy, and benevolence may be found

B. THE EXPRESSION “LET USCOMFE’ (“DRAW NEAR” ASV)...
1. Thisisapriegtly expresson, used inthe OT of priestsin their gpproach to God
a Eg,Lev21:17-21
b. It denotes approaching God for worship and prayer
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2. It suse here suggests that the priestly privilege of accessto God is now extended to all
Chrigiand
a Aswesaw in Leviticus, only certain individuds hed this privilege
b. But now, in Chrig we can all “draw near” to God in worship and prayer!

C. THISWE CAN DO “BOLDLY"...
1. Thisword means “with confidence’ (Gr., parresia, meaning “full sory”)
2. Inancient Greece...
a. It wasused to describe the right of a citizen to speak his mind on any subject in the
town assembly (L ightfoot)
b. Only “full dtizens” had thisright, daves did not
3. Asusad herein Hebrews, it stands for our freedom to approach God...
a.  Without hestation or inhibitions
b. Made possible by the blood of Jesus - cf. He 10:19-22
[And s0 this passage speaks of the wonderful privilege Christians have through prayer to approach our
gracious God, with full confidence that He hears our prayerd It isimportant to utilize this privilege, and
in our text we find severd reasons for doing 0...]

. WHY WE OUGHT TO“COME BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE”

A. BECAUSE WE HAVE YET TO ENTER “THE REST THAT REMAINS' ...
1. Asseenealier inthis chapter, thereis dill apromised “rest” for the people of God
a Weneedto “fear” lest we come short of it -He 4:1
b. We needto be“dligent” - He 4:11
2. Thisbeing true, we need dl the “mercy” and “grace” we can find!

B. BECAUSE OF THE “HIGH PRIEST” THAT WE HAVE...
1. InJesuswehavea“great” High Priest - He 4:14
a.  Onewho has “passed through the heavens’ - cf. He 9:24; 7:26-27
b. Having ascended to the right hand of God, He has become * higher than the heavens’!
2. InJesuswe have a“sympathetic’ High Priest - He 4:15
a. Theword “sympathy” literdly means “to suffer with’
1) The Greek word suggests an intengity that islost in the English word “sympathy”
(Lightfoot)
2) Westcott describesit as “the feding of one who entersinto the suffering and makes
it hisown.”
b. Jesus’ sympeathy isdue to being “tempted as we are, yet without Sn.”
1) ThisqudifiesHim to be a“meraful and faithful” High Priest - He 2:17
2) Onewho is“ableto aid those who are tempted” - He 2:18
3. With such aHigh Priest interceding for us, shdl we not teke advantage of Him while we
can?- cf. He 7:24-25
a. Especidly ance Heis able “save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him”
b. And since He “dways lives to make to make intercession for them”
--  Does this not encourage us to “come boldly to the throne of grace’?

Sermons From Hebrews 36



Mark A. Copeland

C. BECAUSE OF THE “MERCY” AND “GRACE” THAT AWAITS..
1. Chrigians continue to need two things throughout their lives:
a “mecy’
1) l.e, forgivenessfor our Sns
2) Forwedoan; todeny that isto cal God aliar - cf. 1 Jn 1:8,10
b. “graceto hdpintime of need’
1) l.e., God sfavor to hdp usin time of need
2) E.g., Hisprovidentid protection (cf. 1 Co 10:13) and divine strength (cf. Ro 8:13;
Ph 4:13)
2. The Chridian finds these things in answer to prayer!
a. By confessng our snsto God in prayer, thereismercy - cf. 1.Jn 1.9
b. By praying for strength from God' sindwelling Spirit, there is grace to help in time of
need - cf. Ep 3:16,20; 6:10-13

CONCLUSION

1.

Brethren, when we are diligent to “come boldly to the throne of grace’, what do wefind...?
a A “graceful God’ and a“sympeathetic High Priet”!
b. Mercy, and graceto help usin time of need!

The means by which we “draw near” is prayer, and so, to...

a. Diligent study of the Word of God - cf. He 2:1-4

b. Diligent exhortation of our brethren on adaily basis- cf. He 3:12-14

-- Wemust add diligent prayer if we areto going to find the mercy and grace necessary to “hold
the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end”

Brethren...

a. Do we appreciate the “great” and “sympathetic” High Priest that we have in Jesus?
b. Arewe utilizing the opportunities we have to “come boldly to the throne of grace’?
-- May this passage remind us never to take the privilege of prayer lightly!

Asfor the “privilege” of prayer itsdf, by which we can now “draw near” to God, bear in mind that it is
made possble by “anew and living way” (He 10:19-20). Only by the blood of Jesus shed in His degth
can we now come to God.

Have you been washed in the blood of Jesus for the remission of your Sns? For those seeking this
wonderful blessing, give careful attention to these words by the disciple sent by Jesusto Saul of Tarsus:

“ And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” - Ac 22:16
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Christ's Qualifications AsHigh Priest
Hebrews 5:1-10

INTRODUCTION

1. A recurring themein thisepidle is that of Jesus as our High Priest; He has been described as:

a. A “merdful and fathful High Pries” -He 2:17

b. The“High Priest of our confesson” -He 3:1

c. A “great High Priest who has passed through the heavens’ - He 4:14
d. A High Priest who can * sympathize with our weekneses’ - He 4:15

Thisisin keeping with the overdl purpose of the epistle...
a. Whichisto show the superiority of Jesus and His new covenant
b. Wehave consdered Jesus' superiority to...
1) Prophets-He1:1-3
2) Angds-Hel:4-2:18
3) Moses-He3:1-6
.itisonly naturd that a comparison to Aaron and his priesthood be made

The actud comparison with Aaron will follow later, but first there isaneed to...
a. Review the quditiesrequired in high priests

b. Esablish that Jesus doesindeed qudify as aHigh Priest

--  Which iswhat we find in the text for our study today - He 5:1-10

[For non-Jewish readers who may be unfamiliar with the role of high priests, this section of Scripture
can be enlightening and increase our gppreciation of Jesus as our High Priest. We begin by noticing...]

THE QUALITIESREQUIRED IN HIGH PRIESTS (1-4)

A. DIVINE APPOINTMENT... (1,4)
1. Thework of the high priest involves “things pertaining to God” - cf. He 2: 17
2. Hemus “offer both gifts and sacrificesfor Sns’ - ¢f. He 8:3
--  Thusonly God can rightfully sdect ahigh priest, even as God cdled Aaron - eg., Exo 28,
29; Lev 8,9; Num 16-18

B. HUMAN SYMPATHY ... (1-3)
1. A high priest is sdlected “from among men”
2. Thishepsto ensure aspirit of “compassion”...
a. Toward “those who are ignorant and going astray”
1) Notethat the high priest was to make a distinction between sins of ignorance and
gns of presumption (rebellion) - Num 15:22-31
2) Sacrificeswereto be offered in behdf of the former, but not the latter
b. For “he himsdf is often beset by weskness’
1) A high priest who knew his own weakness would be more likely to be
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undergtanding of his brethren
2) It dso explanswhy the high priest in the OT offered sacrifices for hisown sins, as
well asfor the ans of the people - cf. Lev 16:11
-- Thusahigh priest would need to be wel acquainted with the “human conditior’

[The pardld between high priestsin the OT and Jesus as our High Priest does not hold true in every
minute detail (eg., He 7:26-27). But certainly in the most fundamenta ways Jesus has the qudities to
be our High Priest, as we now consider...]

II. CHRIST'SQUALIFICATIONSASHIGH PRIEST (5-8)

A. DIVINELY APPOINTED... (5,6)
1. Chrigt was Divindy cdled to serve as High Priest, just as Aaron was
2. Asevidence of His calling, two Messianic prophecies are offered...
a. Hispostion as God' s Son - cf. Psa 2.7
b. His gppointment as a priest after the order of Melchizedek - cf. Psa 110:4
-- AsGod's Son, gtting and ruling a the right hand of God (cf. Psa 110:1-3), Hiscdling
asapriest isonly natura

B. SYMPATHETIC BECAUSE OF HISOWN SUFFERINGS... (7,8)

1. While“inthedaysof Hisflesh”, Chrid...
a. “offered prayers and supplications with vehement cries and tears’
b. Heprayed “to Him who was able to save Him from death”
c. Hewasheard “because of His godly fear”

2. Tha Jesuswould have “godly fear” and offer such prayers providesingght into the extent of
His temptations and sufferingsin the flesh- cf. dso He 2:18; 4:15

3. Even though He was God's Son, by the things which He suffered “He learned obedience”
- what does this mean?
a. Cetanly He knew obedience as the Son of God
b. Perhgpsit means He came to know what obedience involved as one “in the fledi’ (i.e.,

the challenge of obedience in the midst of suffering, temptations, etc.)

--  Through His suffering, Jesus certainly understands the *“human condition” which qudifies

Him to serve as High Priest

[Qudified by virtue of His cdling and His compassion to be a High Priest, what kind of High Priest is
Christ? The next two verses introduce two themes that will be developed much further later on...]

I1I.CHRIST'S CALLING ASOUR HIGH PRIEST (9,10)

A. “THE AUTHOR OF ETERNAL SALVATION...” (9)

1. “Perfected” by virtue of His sufferings “in the fles’, He has become the “author” of eternd
sdvation
a. Theword “author” comesfrom aitio, meaning literdly, “cause”
b. Later, wewill see how Christ isthe “cause” of our savation - cf. He 7:24-27

2. But for now, note that He is the cause of sdvation for “dl those who obey Him”
a. |sobedience necessary for salvation? Consider these verses.
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1) Jesuswill bring vengeance on those who have not obeyed the gospel -2 Th 1. 7-9;
cf. 1 Pe4:17-18

2) Paul sought to bring about the “obedience to the faith” among dl the nations - Ro
1:5; 16:25-26
a) But not dl had obeyed the gospd - Ro 10:16
b) Yet hewas grateful for those who had - cf. Ro 6:17,18

3) Those who have obeyed the truth have purified their souls- 1 Pe 122

b. If obedienceis necessary for salvation, are we saved by works?

1) Notif by “works’ you mean “meritorious works’ (works by which we earn
svetion)

2) Butif youmeen by “works’ the “works of God” (works by which wereceive
God’ s unmerited gift of salvation) which God has ordained, then yed
a) E.g, bdievingin Chrigisa“work of God’ - Jn 6:28-29
b) Since repentance and baptism are likewise enjoined by God, they too would be

“works of God” that we must obey in order to recelve sdvation - eg., Ac 2.

38; 10:48
-- Thussavation “by grace through faith” does not preclude the necessity of obedience to
Christ and His gospe!!

B. “ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK...” (10)

1. Herewe begin to learn the digtinct nature of Chrigt’s priesthood

2. Asprophesedin Psa 110:4, the Messiah would be “a priest forever according to the order
of Melchizedek”

3. ThusHis priesthood would be different from the Aaronic or Levitica priesthood
a. Different, but would it be superior?
b. Would the difference be enough to persuade them not to forsake Chrigt?
-- Thedifference between the two priesthoods and the superiority of Christ’s over

Aaron' sistaken up later inthisepistle (cf. He 7:1-28)

CONCLUSION

1. The spiritud immaturity of the Hebrew readers will necessitate a temporary digresson

2. But for the moment, the author has established “ Christ’s Qualifications As High Priest” ...
a. Hewas Divinely gppointed
b. Heissympathetic because of His own sufferings

3. This makes Jesus suitable as the “author of eterna savation”
a. But don't forget that Heisthe author of savation “to dl who obey Him”
b. Have you rendered obedience to the gospel of Christ? - cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:36-39
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Marks Of Spiritual lmmaturity
Hebrews5:11-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Just because one has been a Chrigtian for many years, does not mean they are “mature’ ...
a. They may belike the person who had been teacher for twenty-five years
1) When she heard about a job that would mean a promotion, she gpplied for the position.
However, someone who had been teaching for only one year was hired instead.

2) Shewent to the principal and asked why. The principa responded, “I’m sorry, but you
haver't had 25 years of experience as you claim; you ve had only one year’ s experience 25
times”

-- During that whole time the teacher had not improved!

b. Soit may bewith many Chridians, they have not grown, but Smply repested their first year of
spiritud life many timed

2. Thelack of spiritua growth (i.e., spiritud immeturity) is a dangerous thing...
a. For there some blessngs to be enjoyed in Chrigt that only the mature Christian can truly
understand and appropriate
b. If oneremans spiritudly immature, they do not come to fully appreciate their sanding and
blessngs that they havein Chrigt!
--  Deprived of agreater understanding, they are more susceptible to the wiles of the devil

3. Theauthor of the book of Hebrews found himself faced with this problem...
a. He had much to say about Christ as our High Priest
b. But the spiritud immaturity of his readers made it difficult
-- And so0 he thought it necessary to temporarily digress- cf. He 5:11-14

4. How about you?
a. Areyou growing as a Chrigian?
b. Or areyou repesting your firs year over and over again, remaining spiritua immature?
-- Do you know how to determine whether you are spiritualy mature?

[In our text we find some of the identifying “ Marks Of Spiritual Immaturity”, indicators that reved
when oneisin need of “growing up” spiritualy. For example, one mark of spiritua immaturity is...]

|. DULLNESS OF HEARING (11)

A. THE HEBREWSHAD BECOME “DULL OF HEARING" ...
1. Thisprevented the writer from continuing with his argument at the moment
2. While the materid he had to share was “hard to explain”...
a. It wasn't so much the difficulty of the materid itsdf
b. Asit wasther own inability to receveit!
3. That they had “become’ dull of hearing may imply aregresson...
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At one time they were not “dull of hearing”
They may have been like the Bereans at one time, “who received the word with al
readiness’ - Ac17:11
c. Indeed, most convertsaretruly “sharp” in their ligening a the first
1) They are excited about what they are learning
2) They lisen with great “readiness’, and spiritual growth occurs
d. Butitisnot uncommon for gpathy to set in, making one “dull of hearing”
-- When one becomes “dull of hearing”, they begin to regress to a state of spiritual
immaturity

o

B. AREYOU “DULL OF HEARING"...?

1. Askyoursdf these questions:
a. IstheBibledull?
b. AretheBible dassesdull?
c. Arethesermonsdull?
d. Isanything that is siritud in neture (like Snging, praying) dull?

2. If 5o, then you have become “dull of hearing’!
a. Ifyouligenat dl, it will be to those who are willing to “tickle your ears’
b. Andyou will be susceptible to being midead - ¢f. 2 Ti 4:3-4

[When oneis“dull of hearing’, it isonly naturd that the next “mark of spiritud immeaturity” will be
evident...]

II. THE INABILITY TO TEACH OTHERS (12a)

A. THE HEBREWS SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS...
1. They had been Chrigtians for some time (“by this time you ought to be teachers’)
a. They had timeto learn, to grow
b. A natura responseto growth isto bear fruit
c. Oneway we bear fruit is by teaching others
2. Inoneway or another, they should have been able to teach others
a. Perhgpsnot in aforma sense, for not dl are gifted in that way - cf. 1 Co 12:29; Ep
4:11; Ja 3:1
b. But dl can share the good news and hope they have with others - cf. Ac 8:4; 1 Pe
3:15; Ti 2:3-5
-- Ther need for someone to teach them again “the firgt principles’ demondrated their
Spiritud immaturity

B. ARE YOU ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS...?
1. Assuming tha sufficient time has passed, are you teaching others?
a. Either formdly as ateacher indructing othersin the fath?
b. Orinformaly by sharing your faith with others?
2. Do you find yoursdf saying “I don't know what to say?”
a. Thenit sounds like you have forgotten “the firgt principles’
b. And you need to have someone teach you again!
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[1f one has not progressed to the point where they are somehow teachings others about Christ, then
they are il spiritualy immature!’ One reason why this may be true is dso another indicator of spiritua
immaturity...]

1. ADIET OF “MILK” (12b,13)

A. NOW,ADIET OF “MILK” ISOFTEN NECESSARY ...
1. Caertainly it isneeded for those who are “babesin Chrigt” - e.g., 1 Co 3:1-2
2. Alsofor those who have regressed (as with the Hebrews) - cf. He 5:12b
3. Such adiet includeswhat is described as “the first principles of the oracles of God” (later
cdled “the dementary principles of Chrig” in He 6:1-3)

B. BUT OUR DIET MUST ONE DAY INCLUDE “SOLID FOOD"...
1. Just asaphysicd baby must graduate to solid foodsin order to grow to maturity
2. So a“babein Chrigt” cannot mature unless the diet goes beyond the “firg principles’
3. Wiershe offers an interesting explanation as to the difference...
a “Milk” refersto what Jesus did on earth: His birth, life, teaching, death, buriad and
resurrection
b. “Solid food’ refersto what Jesusis now doing in heaven: eg., His priesthood
4. If our diet remans “milk only”...
a. Thenwewill be“unskilled” (lit., without experience) in the word of God
b. Wewill remain “babes’ in Chrig - cf. He 5:13

C. WHAT HASYOUR “DIET” BEEN LATELY...?
1. Hasit been limited to “milk”?
a. Hasit evenincluded “milk”?
b. Some Chrigtians may not even be getting the “milk” of the Word!
2. Areyou getting any “mest”?
a.  Studying portions of God's Word that challenges your understanding?
b. Stay with usin this sudy in Hebrews, and you will be sure to get some!

[A “milk only” diet leaves one immature, and by default one who is*unskilled in the word of
righteousness’. Thiswill in turn produce another trait of spiritud immaturity...]

IV.THE INABILITY TO DISCERN (14)

A. NORMAL SPIRITUAL GROWTH EXERCISESTHE SENSES...
1. Eventhe“milk” of theword isdesigned to train one’ sfaculties
a. By exposng usto the difference between right and wrong
b. Inthisway our spiritud senseis“exercised’
2. Then “by reason of usg’ we learn to “discern both good and evil”
a.  With clear examples st before usin the Scriptures, we learn right from wrong
b. We thereby develop the ability to “diginguisi’ between good and evil
c. We become able to apply generd principles to specific Stuations
1) Specific condemnation of a practice is not dways necessary
2) We can discern when something is more like the good, or more like the bad
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B. SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY LACKSTHISABILITY TO DISCERN...

1. A babein Chrig often has difficulty discerning the difference between:
a.  Good teaching (truth) and bad teaching (error)
b. Good conduct (righteousness) and bad conduct (wickedness)

2. Inability to discern leaves them open to being...
a. “Tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctring’ - cf. Ep 4:14
b. Like"awave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind...a double-minded man, unstable

indl hisways’ - cf. Ja 1.6-8

C. DO YOU HAVE THE ABILITY TO DISCERN...?

1. Canyou gpply generd principles to a specific Stuation, or do you require aclear “Thou
ghdt not” to determine if something iswrong?

2. Areyou able to recognize when adoctrine is true to God' s word?

3. Or are you dependent upon someone d<e...
a. To"spoon feed” you?
b. To “take you by the hand and lead” you?
-- l.e, totdl youwhat isright and wrong, what is truth and wheat is error

CONCLUSION

1. Thereare cetainly other indicators of spiritua immaturity...
a E.g., behaving inacarnd way
b. E.g., possessing dtrife, envy, and jedlousy - cf. 1 Co 3:1-4

2. Butin our present text we have focused our attention on the four presented here...
a. Dullnessof hearing
b. Theinability to teach others
c. Adietof “milk”
d. Theinability to discern
--  All of these should serve as “warning 9gns” that something isamissin our lives as Chridians,
they aretruly “Marks Of Spiritual Immaturity”

In our next lesson (* The Peril Of Not Progressing”), we shal seewhy it is so important to grow
goiritudly. As Peter warned, growth isthe “antidote’ to fdling avay:

“You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also
fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked,
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.” - 2 Pet 3:18

Areyou growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord?

Sermons From Hebrews 44



Mark A. Copeland

The Peril Of Not Progressing
Hebrews 6:1-8

INTRODUCTION

1. Thenorma Chrigtian life isto be one of spiritud growth and progression...
a. Starting as “babesin Chrigt”, we feed on the “milk” of the Word
b. Asour spiritua senses are exercised to discern good and evil, we are then able to progressto
“solid food” (mest)
-- Inthisway we are to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrigt.”
-2Pe3:18

2. But aswesaw in apreviouslesson (“Marks Of Spiritual Immaturity”), not al grow asthey
should, and some of the indications of immaturity are...
a. Dullness of hearing
b. Inability to teach others
c. Dieof “milk” only
d. Inability to discern good and evil - cf. He 5:11-14

3. But what if we don't grow spiritudly as we should, so what?
a. Isspiritua growth redly that essential?
b. Istherea“danger” involved in not progressing spiritudly?

[In the text before us (He 6:1-8), we find that indeed thereis*® The Peril Of Not Progressing”; thet it

ispossble for Chrigtians to find themsdvesin avery precarious Stuation. Aswe examine this passage,
we notefirgt...]

|. THE DUTY OF PRESSING ON TO PERFECTION (1-3)

A. THE PERFECTION WE SEEK ISTWOFOLD...
1. Maturity in religious knowledge, asameans - cf. 1 Pe 2:2; Ja 1:21
a. We need the Word of God, that we may grow thereby
b. By recaiving the Word with humility into our hearts, it can save our souls
2. Full development of spiritud life, asan ends - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-8
a. Tofath and knowledge, we must add the qudities of godly character
b. Aswe deveop thisgodly character, we truly come to know the Lord

B. FOR THISWE NEED “THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF CHRIST” ...
1. Our text revedsthat thisinvolves teaching on such subjects as:
a. “Repentance from dead works’
1) l.e, turning from works which produce spiritud degth, not life
2) Paul describes such worksin Ep 2:1-3; Ro 6:21
b. “Faith toward God”
1) l.e, that trusting conviction in God and His promises thet is essentid to pleasing
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Him-cf. He 11:6
2) Thisfaithis produced by the Word of God itsdlf - cf. Ro 10:17; Jn 20:30-31
c. “Thedoctrine of baptisms’
1) Inthefirs century A. D., there were many ritual washings practiced by the various
sects of the pagans and Jews
a) Such practices needed to be carefully digtinguished from Christian baptism
b) Just as John's baptism was distinguished from baptism into Chrigt - cf. Ac 19:
1-5
2) Today, it isimportant to understand the different kinds of baptisms practiced...
a) Nealy dl “Chrigtia’ religions practice some sort of baptism
b) But most do not baptize for the reasons stated in the Scriptures - cf. Ac 2:38;
22:16; R0 6:1-6
d. “Layingon of hands’
1) Intheearly church, this was done for various reasons:
a) By Jesus, and others with the gift of hedling, to hed the sck - Lk 4:40; Mk
16:18; Ac 28:8
b) By Jesus, to bestow specia blessings upon others- Mk 10:16; Mt 19:13-15
c) By the gpodtles, to impart the Spirit in a miraculous measure- Ac 8:14-25; 19:
1-7;2Ti 1.6
d) By church leaders, to gppoint different onesfor service- Ac 6:1-6; 13:1-3;
1Ti4:14; 5:22
2) Note that the laying on of hands was accompanied by prayer; perhaps the
imposition of hands being the outward symbol of the prayer (Lightfoot)
e. “Resurrection of the dead”
1) A centrd theme of gpogtalic preaching was the resurrection of Jesus- Ac 2:31-32;
10:40; 13:33
2) They aso preached in Jesus our own resurrection, which is our precious hope! - Ac
4:2; 24:15; 1 Co 15:12-23
f. “Eterna judgment”
1) Another theme of gpostalic preaching - cf. Ac 17:30-31; 24:24-25
2) Also gtressed in their epistles - ¢f. Ro 2:16; 14:10-12; 2 Co 5:10
2. Undergtanding these concepts serves as the “beginning” of spiritud growth!
a.  Sadly, some who have been Chrigtians for years still “need someone to teach you again
the first principles of the oracles of God;”
b. Such people are dtill “babes’ who “need milk and not solid food.” - He 5:12

C. BUT WE ALSO NEED TO “GO ON TO PERFECTION"...

1. Oncewe havelaid the foundation, we need to build on it

2. With an understanding of the doctrines previoudy described, we are ready to receive more
difficult knowledge
a. Such asthe high priesthood of Chrigt - cf. He 5:9-11
b. Wemight aso add the work of Christ as our “King of kingsand Lord of lords’, as

depicted in the book of Reveation

3. By comprehending the more “meatier” parts of the Word of God, we are more likely to
remain steadfast in our faith

-- And so we need the attitude of striving toward perfection as described by Paul - Ph 3:7-15
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[Isthisour attitude? It should be, for as we continue to read in our text, thereis...]

II. THE DANGER OF IRREVERSIBLE APOSTASY (4-8)

A. NOTE THE PRIVILEGES SOME APOSTATESHAD ENJOYED...
1. They “were once enlightened”
a. Thislikely refersto their converson - cf. He 10:32
b. By the second century, the word “enlightenment” was used as a synonym for baptism
(Justin, Apology, 1.61.65)
c. The Peshitta Syriac trandates the verse, “who have once descended to baptism”
(Lightfoot)
2. They “havetasted of the heavenly gift”
a. Theword “taste” suggests a deep persond experience - cf. 1 Pe 2:3; Ps34:8
b. Ther tagting the “heavenly gift” refers back to the past experience of savation...
1) Inwhich they experienced the forgiveness of Sns
2) Inwhich they began to recaive the sairitud blessngs of being in Chrigt
c. Thedause“describesvividly the redlity of persond experiences of savation enjoyed by
Chrigtians at converson (baptism).” (Behm, TDNT, I, 676)
3. They “have become partakers of the Holy Spirit”
a. Thisaso refers back to their conversion - cf. Ac 2:38; 5:32
b. Theword “partakers’ (metochous) is Sgnificant...
1) Chrigians are“ partakers (metochoi) of the heavenly cdling” -He 3:1
2) They are*” partakers (metochoi) of Chrig” - He 3:14
-- Sothey are dso partakersin the Holy Spirit! (Lightfoot)
4. They “havetasted the good word of God and the power s of the age to come”
a. Agantheword “tasted” suggests persond experience
b. They had experienced the good things the word of God promises
c. They had experienced “the powers of the age to come”
1) The“ageto come” islikely the Messanic age, ushered in with the first coming of
Chrigt, and consummated with His second coming (L ightfoot)
2) The“powers of the age” they had experienced...
a) Certanly included the “power” experienced by dl Chrigians - cf. Ep 1:19;
3:20; 6:10
b) But perhgps even “sgns and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Spirit” - cf. He 2:4
-- Can these be anyone other than true Christians who had once believed in Jesus?

B. NOTE HOW FAR THEY HAD FALLEN...
1. Iltwasnow “impossible...to renew them again to repentance’
a. Itisagpparent that Christians can “fdl away’
1) Paul warned that one can become “estranged from Christ” and “fall from grace”’
- Ga54
2) Peter described those once saved whose “latter end is worse than the beginning”
- 2Pe2:20-22
b. Herewelearn that some can fall away to the point they are beyond rescue!
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1) We cannot say when a person reaches that point
2) But thereisapoint where renewa becomes impossible!
2. Insuch adate“they crucify again for themselvesthe Son of God and put Him to an
open shame.”
a. Thisisnot a Christian who sins out of weakness or ignorance
b. Thisisonewho knowingly and openly rgjects Christ publicly!
1) Itisonewhose heart has been so hardened by sin that in unbdief they have
departed from the living God - ¢f. He 3:12-13
2) Itisonewho despises Jesus, His blood, and the Spirit of grace - cf. He 10:29
c. ltisonethingto “yidd” to Sn contrary to the new lifein Chrig, it is another thing to
“abandon’ that new life dtogether! (Lightfoot)
--  But such can happen if we are not careful to “go on to perfection’!

C. NOTE THE FEARFUL DESTRUCTION RESERVED FOR THEM....

1. Like unproductive branches, they are“regected...whose end isto be burned”
a. Having recaeived blessings from God, they should have produced good fruit
b. Butingead they arelike thorns and briars, taking nourishment but not producing useful

fruitin return - He 6:7-8

2. Withagmilar illugraion, Jesus warned Hisdisciples! - Jn 15:1-8
a. By abiding in Him, we are able to bear fruit to God' s glory
b. Butif wedo not bear fruit, we will be cut off and “burned”!

CONCLUSION

1. From this stern passage, we learn some sobering truths...
a. Recaiving wonderful blessings from God does not preclude the impossibility of gpostasy
b. For thosewho fal away to the point of casting off their faith, destruction awaitd

2. Inview of such truths...
a. “ThePeril Of Not Progressing” isvery red!
b. We need to heed the exhortation: “let us go on to perfection”
1) We cannot be content with spiritual immaturity
2) Wemug bediligent to “presson” in our spiritud growth

Does this mean we must live our Chrigtian lives with insecurity regarding our salvation? No, for aswe
will seein our next lesson (“ The Basis For Spiritual Security”), there are things upon which we can
base our hope and trust for the future. But the warnings in this passage should be heeded!

Brethren, what are you doing with the blessngs you have received in Chrigt...?
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The Basis For Spiritual Security
Hebrews 6:9-20

INTRODUCTION

1. Wehave seen the author of The Epistle To The Hebrews express his concern for the initia
recipients of thisepidtle...
a. Hemakes mention of their spiritua immaturity - He 5:11-14
b. Hewarnsthem of the peril of not progressng - He 6:1-8

2. While he writes in this way, he has great confidence for their ultimate savation...
a.  Though others hed indeed fdlen to the point where it was “impossible...to renew them again to
repentance...” - cf. He 6:4-6
b. Yet hecould say of them, “we are confident of better things, concerning you, yes, things which
accompany sdvation...” - cf. He 6:9

3. What wasit that gave the author confidence regarding hisreaders sdvation?
a. l.e, wha wasthe bassfor ther spiritud security, when the danger of gpostasy had just been
described in vivid detail?
b. What can we glean from this passage which may help us understand the basis for our own
Spiritud security?

[ There are three things mentioned in this section of scripture (He 6:9-20), that gave the author his
confidence. Thefirg of which isthefact...]

|. GOD DOESNOT FORGET OUR WORK AND LABOR OF LOVE (9-10)

A. GOD ISA JUST GOD, ONE WHO DOESNOT FORGET...
1. Heisvery much aware of our servicein the past (“in tha you have ministered”)
a.  Searvicetha has been shown toward Him (“toward His name’)
b. Servicethat has been shown toward His servants (“to the saints”)
2. Heisvery much aware of our servicein the present (“and do miniser”)

B. KNOWING THISCAN BE A SOURCE OF GREAT COMFORT...

1. Incontrast to every snwhich is*“blotted out” and “remembered no more” (cf. He 8:12),
service rendered in love to God is not forgotten!

2. We need not fear that God will not see or remember our efforts to be pleasing to Him
a.  God seeksto show Himself strong to those who areloyd to Him - cf. 2 Chr 16:9
b. If Hetook note of Corndlius’ desireto please Him in his unsaved state, how much

more will He take note of His children' s effort to serve Him! - cf. Ac 10:1-6

--  Thuswhen we stumble, but repent of our sins, our labor of love is remembered and our Sns

forgotten!

[Knowing that God sees and does not forget our service of love, both past and present, should help us
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fed spiritualy secure. But note that what He does not forget is our “work and |abor of love’, which
impliesthe need for...]

II. DILIGENCE, FAITH, AND PATIENCE ON OUR PART (11-12)

A. NOTE THE AUTHOR’SDESIRE...

1.

That hisreaders show the same diligence (earnestness) they had shown in the past
a. Diligent regarding their assurance of hope

b. Diligent until theend - cf. He 3:6,14

That they do not become sluggish

a. Theword “duggidi’ isfrom a Greek word meaning “dull”

b. Thesameword asused in“dull of hearing” - cf. He 5:11

-- They were dready dull of hearing; his desire is they not become dull in conduct!
That they have faith and patience

a. Imitating “those who through faith and patience inherit the promises’

b. Such asAbraham, who is given as an example later - He 6:15

B. THESE QUALITIESARE NECESSARY FOR SPIRITUAL SECURITY ...

1.

2.

3.

Peter describes the need for diligence to “make your cdling and eection sure’ - 2 Pe 1.5,
10-11

Jesus called upon His disciplesto remain faithful if they wished to “receive the crown of
life’ -Re 2:10

Paul wrote that eternd lifeisfor those “who by patient continuancein doing good seek
for glory, honor and immortdity” - Ro 2:7; cf. dso He 10:36

[Only by developing such virtues as diligence, faith, and patience can werightfully have an assurance
that we will one day “inherit the promises’. Without them, we become sluggish, and as such expose
oursalves to the danger of gpostasy. To encourage us further, we note that another reason we can have
Spiritual security is because...]

I11.GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES (13-20)

A. THE EXAMPLE OF GOD’'SPROMISE TO ABRAHAM ...

1.

2.

God made a promise to Abraham - He 6:13-15
a. Inwhich He swore by Himsdf (because He could not swear by anyone higher)
b. A promise which Abraham obtained after patient endurance - cf. v.15 with v.12
God confirmed His promise with an oath - He 6: 16-18a
a. For men, an oath confirms what they say, ending al dispute
b. To assure us of the unchangeableness of His promise, God also swore an oath
c. Thisprovided a double assurance that He would keep His promise:

1) One, becauseit impossible for God to lie anyway - cf. Ti 1.2

2) Two, because of the oath by which He confirmed it

-- How doesthisrelate to our spiritua security? Read on...

B. GOD’SFAITHFULNESS|ISOUR ASSURANCE...!

1.

It gives us “grong consolaion” - He 6:18b-19b
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a. Wewho are seeking refuge
b. We who need “an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast”
2. Thisisespecidly true regarding our “hope’, which is Jesud - He 6:19b-20
a. | understand Jesus to be the “hope” in this passage...
1) For Heis“our hope’, to whom we can fleeasarefuge- cf. 1 Ti 1.1
2) Assuch, Heisour “anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast”
b. Asaforerunner, He has entered “the Presence behind the vell” (i.e., heaven)
c. He hasbecome “High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”
1) Even as God swore He would do - cf. Psa 110:4
2) God not only promised, but He swore an oath, just like He did for Abraham
-- S0 He has kept His promise, providing us a superior High Priest!
3. Upon such an example of God' s faithfulness, we can have an assurance of our
sdvation aslong as we continue to lay hold of the “hope”’ (Jesus) set before us

CONCLUSION

1. With afindy crafted argument, the author has returned his readers back to his origina subject,
which is Jesus as “a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” ...
a. Our spiritua security isfirst based upon the character of God...
1) Whoisnot unjust to forget our work and labor of love
2) Who keeps His promises
b. God has promised and swore with an oath concerning the priesthood of the Messiah
c. Thispriesthood Jesus now has in heaven, and as such isthe basis of our “hope”
-- For which reason we should seek to learn what we can about the priesthood of Jesus

2. Yet aswonderful isthe character and promises of God, we are not to take them for granted...
a.  Wemug be careful not to become duggish
b. Wemus be careful to be diligent, imitating the faith and patience of those like Abraham who
obtained God' s promise for them
-- Together with God's character and promises, thisis* The Basis For Spiritual Security”

Have you fled to Jesus for refuge? Is He your “hope’, your “anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast”? |IsHe your “High Priest”? If s0, then let these words sink deep into your heart:

“ And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” (He 6:11-12)

If you have not yet fled to Jesus for refuge, then please congder His tender invitation:

“Cometo Mg, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. “For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.” (Mt 11:28-30)
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The Greathess Of M echizedek
Hebrews 7:1-10

INTRODUCTION

1. Thusfar in our study, we have seen the writer mention Melchizedek...
a. That Jesusisapriest “after the order of Melchizedek” - He 5:9-10; 6:20
b. It hasonly been abrief mention, for the dullness of the readers required a necessary digresson
- cf.He5:11-6:20

2. But now the writer returnsto his theme concerning M chizedek, in which he...
a. Egablishes the greatness of Melchizedek - He 7:1-10
b. Showsthe sgnificance of Mechizedek’s priesthood - He 7:11-19
c. Thereby illugrating the grestness of Chridt’s priesthood - He 7:20-28

3. Sincethissubject ismeat compared to the milk of the Word (cf. He 5:10-12)...
a. Wewant to approach it dowly and carefully
b. Allowing oursdlvesto dowly “digest” what is said in this saventh chapter of Hebrews

[For this reason, this lesson will limit itsdf to the first ten verses, in which weread of “ The Greatness
Of Méelchizedek”. To appreciate his greatness, we must first be aware of...]

|. THE HISTORY OF MELCHIZEDEK (1-3)

A. THE HISTORICAL RECORD ASFOUND IN GENESIS 14...
1. Wefird read of “The Baitle Of TheKings’ - Gen 14:1-11
2. Inwhich Lot is captured, and then rescued by Abram (Abraham) - Gen 14:12-17
3. Upon hisreturn, Abram is met by Melchizedek - Gen 14:18
a. Whois*“king of Sdem” (thought to be later known as Jerusalem)
b. Whoisdso “the priest of God Most High”
4. Inthis meeting, two things happen...
a. Méechizedek blesses Abram (Abraham) - Gen 14:19
b. Abram pays tithes to Melchizedek - Gen 14:20b

B. INREFERRING TO MELCHIZEDEK, THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS...
1. Summaizestheeventsin He 7:1-2
a. How Méechizedek met Abraham and blessed him
b. How Abraham gave “atenth part of dl” (i.e, tithes) to Me chizedek
2. Explainsthe meaning of hisname and title-He 7:2
a. The name“Méechizedek” means “king of righteousness’
b. Thetitle“king of Sdem’ means “king of peace”’
3. Makes some intriguing statements about Melchizedek...
a. “without father, without mother, without genedlogy”
b. “having neither beginning of days nor end of life’
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c. “made like the Son of God”
d. “remansapriest continudly”

C. WHOISTHIS*MELCHIZEDEK”...?

1. Some have suggested that he was.
a. Anangd (Origen, Didymus)
b. Enoch (Husius, Cadmet)
c. Shem (Jerome, Luther)

2. Others have taken the statementsin v.3 to suggest that Me chizedek was atheophany (a
pre-incarnate gppearance of Christ), for the following reasons:
a.  The name Méchizedek, meaning “king of righteousness’ (v.2)
b. Thedesgnation “king of peace’ (v.2)
c. Theposshility that the lack of recorded genealogy mentioned in v. 3 is due to actual

lack of ancestors, rather than the mere absence of historical record

d. Heissadtoreman “apriest continudly” (v .3c)
e. Heiscontrasted with “mortad men” (v. 8a)
f.  Of him “itiswitnessed that helives’ (v. 8b)

3. Modt take that he was smply a man (note v.4), but because he appears suddenly in
Scripture asapriest...
a.  With no mention of parentage or genedogy
b. With no mention of his birth or degth
c. With only amention of him asapriest of “God Most High”
..that heisa“type’ of Chrigt, and what His priesthood would be like

[While the true identity of Me chizedek may remain a mystery because of the brevity of scripturd
information, hisimportance asit relates to the superiority of Chrigt’s priesthood becomes very clear as
we congider...]

II. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MELCHIZEDEK (4-10)

A. MELCHIZEDEK RECEIVED TITHESFROM ABRAHAM... (4-6a)
1. Abraham paid atenth to Melchizedek
2. Jugt asthe nation of Israel would later pay atenth to the sons of Levi
--  Thus Abraham, greet as he was, showed his deference to M el chizedek

B. MELCHIZEDEK BLESSED ABRAHAM... (6b-7)
1. Méechizedek blessed him “who had the promises’ (Abraham)
2. Thereisno dispute that “the lesser is blessed by the better”
-- ThusMédchizedek isclearly “better” than Abraham

C. MELCHIZEDEK’SSERVICE WASNOT AFFECTED BY DEATH... (8)
1. Inthe priesthood under the Jewish system (i.e., the Levitical or Aaronic priesthood), tithes
were received by “morta men” (whose service ended at death)
2. But it has been witnessed that Me chizedek “lives’ (“remains a priest continudly” - He 7:3)
3. How helives and remains a priest continudly, the Bible does not say
-- Butinthisway Melchizedek is greeter than the Levitica priests (a point made concerning
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Jesus later in the chapter)

D. EVEN LEVI PAID TITHESTO MELCHIZEDEK... (9-10)
1. Levi was“intheloinsof hisfather” Abraham when Méchizedek met him
2. ThusLevi, who receivestithes, paid tithes “through Abraham, so to spesk”
-- Aganillugraing the grestness of Me chizedek, as one grester than Levi!

CONCLUSION

1. Thereisalot morel wish | knew about Melchizedek...
a. Was he atheophany, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ?
b. Washeisan angd? Enoch? Shem?
c. Washeamply aman?
1) Onewhose Biblica record is such that he serves as atype of Chrigt
2) If so, | would love to know where he came from, and how he cameto be “priest of God
Most High”
d. How does he remain apriest continually?

2. Butwhat | do know isthis...

a. Jesusis“apriest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”, as God promised and swore
Hewould bein Psa 110:4

b. And that Melchizedek is clearly presented to be greater than Abraham and Levi!

Understanding “ The Greatness Of M elchizedek” helps prepare us to appreciate the superiority of
Chridt’ s priesthood over the Levitica (Aaronic) priesthood, which we will congder later...

Sermons From Hebrews 54



Mark A. Copeland

The Significance Of Christ's Priesthood
Hebrews 7:11-19

INTRODUCTION

1. A mgorthemein The Epistle To The Hebrews isthe priesthood of Jesus Chrigt...
a.  Hishumanity prepared Him to be “amerciful and faithful High Priest” - He 2:17
b. Heisthe“High Priest of our confesson” -He 3:1
c. Heis"agreat High Priest who has passed through the heavens’ - He 4:14
d. Heisasympathetic High Priest, for He “wasin dl points tempted as we are, yet without Sn”
- He4:15
e. Hiscdling asHigh Priest came from God Himsdlf - He 5:5-6

2. Hisisaunique priesthood, however...
a. Itisnot according to the “Levitica priesthood’
1) Heisanot priest in the order of Aaron
2) A priesthood that began with the giving of the Law through Moses & Mt. Sinai
b. His priesthood is “according to the order of Melchizedek” - He 5:9-10
1) Méchizedek was apriest “of God Most High” who met Abram - Gen 14:14-20
2) And God swore that the Messiah would be a priest like Melchizedek - Psa 110:4

3. Inour previous study, we saw how Melchizedek was superior, in that...
a. Herecaved tithes from Abraham - He 7:4-6a
b. Heblessed Abraham - He 7:6b-7
c. EvenLevi, intheloinsof hisancestor Abraham, paid tithesto Mechizedek - He 7:9-10
-- All of this proving that the priesthood of Chrigt, which is &fter the order of Melchizedek, is
superior to the Levitica priesthood

4. That Jesus would cometo serve as apriest after the order the Melchizedek is not without grest
ggnificance and mgor implications..
a. Regarding the efficacy of the Leviticd priesthood
b. Regarding the law of Moses itsdf!

[Some of the dgnificance and implications of Chrigt’s priesthood is described in He 7:11-19. Aswe
consder “ The Significance Of Christ’s Priesthood”, we noticefirg that ...]

|. THELEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD WASLACKING (11)

A. IT DID NOT BRING “PERFECTION" ...
1. Otherwise there would not have been another priest to arise like Mée chizedek
2. Thefact that one has come proves the order of Aaron was lacking

B. THE MEANING OF “PERFECTION"...
1. Pefection means*completeness’ and in this context it indicates making men acceptable to
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God (Believers' Study Bible)
2. TheOld Law with its priesthood could never fully reconcile man back to God
a. Theanimd sacrifices could not make one “perfect” - He 10:1
b. They could not cleanse the Snner’s conscience - He 10:2-3; cf. 9:9
c. They could not take away sin- He 10:4; cf. 10:11

[Jesus coming as a priest after the order of M chizedek impliesthat the Leviticd priesthood, while
having served the purpose for which it was intended (to foreshadow the sacrifice of Christ), was not
able to provide man what he redly needs. The priesthood of Chrigt aso sgnifies...]

II. THE LAW HASBEEN ANNULLED (12-18)

A. A CHANGE IN THE PRIESTHOOD SIGNIFIESA CHANGE IN THE LAW...

1. Jesus came from the tribe of Judah, not Levi - He 7:13-14; cf. Mt 1:1-2

2. Moses had not authorized anyone from Judah to serve as priet; indeed, God specificaly
forbid anyone other than a descendant of Aaron - cf. Num 16:40

3. For Chrigt to serve as priet, then, a change must have occurred - He 7: 14

4. Especidly for one who serves “according to the power of an endlesslife’ - He 7:15-17
a. TheLeviticd priestswere “morta men’, whose service ended at death
b. But Jesusisapriest “forever”, His priesthood is therefore unchangesble - He 7:24

B. WITH THE CHANGE IN PRIESTHOOD, THE LAW ISNOW ANNULLED...
1. “Annulled” means*“to declare as void, to invalidate, to abrogate” (Lightfoot)
2. The“former commandment” (as the Law is caled) has therefore been set asde-He 7:
18-19a
a. Becauseit waswesk and unprofitable
b. Inthe sense of making us*“ perfect” (acceptable to God) - cf. He 10:1
3. That the Law has been done away should not surprise us...
a. God foretold this would happen - cf. He 8:7-13
b. Jesusimplied that the Law would be done away once it was fulfilled - Mt 5:17-18
1) One“jot” or “tittle” would not pass from the law until it was fulfilled
2) If the priesthood was changed, then it must have been fulfilled!
c. Paul described how Jesus abolished it in His death on the cross
1) TotheEphesans- Ep 2:14-16
2) TotheColossans-Co 2:14-16

[This dgnificance of Chridt’s priesthood has powerful implications. With the Law annulled, it would be
folly to seek judtification by the Law (cf. Ga 5:4); it aso explains why we should not go to the Old Law
to find our authority for the work, worship, and organization of the church! Findly, thereisthat
sgnificance of Chrigt’ s priesthood which should be most precious to us...]

III.THERE ISNOW A BETTER HOPE (19)

A. THROUGH WHICH WE CAN DRAW NEAR TO GOD...
1. Aswesaw ealier, the Levitica priesthood did not offer “perfection”
a. ltssacrifices could not make one * perfect” regarding:
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1) “Consciousness of ains’, for sacrifices were “year by year” - He 10:1-3
2) Actud forgiveness of ains, for “it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats
could take away Sns’ - He 10:4
b. Thusthe Law, because of its “weakness and unprofitableness’, “ made nothing perfect”
- He7:18-19
2. But now we have in Christ a“better” hope
a. Herewefind the keyword of thisepistle: “better”
1) Frstused in comparing Jesusto angels- He 1.4
2) Used later in contrasting the new covenant and its promises with the Old Covenant
-He7:22; 8:6
b. Our hopein drawing near to God is now “better” than before!

B. CHRIST'SSUPERIOR PRIESTHOOD ISTHE BASISOF THAT HOPE...

1. Because Jesusis*“apriest forever according to the order of Me chizedek”, our hope for
drawing near to God is much better:
a. Aswe have seen, Mée chizedek is superior to Abraham and Levi
b. Therefore his priesthood is superior to the Levitica priesthood
-- Making Jesus' own priesthood superior

2. More evidence of superiority will be seen later (cf. He 7:24-28), but note again how the
greatness of Jesus’ priesthood should strengthen our hope in drawing near to God
a. Our High Priest has “passed through the heavens’ - He 4.14
b. Our High Priest can “sympathize with our wesknesses’ - He 4:15
c. Our High Priest makesit possible to “come boldly to the throne of grace’” and “obtain

mercy and find graceto help intime of need” - He 4:16

--  Canwe see how His service as our High Priest provides “a better hope, through which we

draw near to God"?

CONCLUSION

1. Moreisyet to come regarding Christ’s Priesthood, but perhaps we better appreciate how...
a. TheLevitica priesthood does not provide what man redly needs (access to God)
b. There has been achangein the Law; indeed, it has been replaced with a new covenant
c. InJesus, our hopein drawing near to God is much better than ever before!

2. Inview of such things...
a.  Why would the Hebrew Christians ever want to leave Jesus and return to the Law?
b. Why would people seek to use the Law to justify thelr rdigious practices, as many do when
they turn to the Old Testament to establish authority for such things as a separate priesthood
(clergy), burning of incense, or even ingrumenta music?

Jesusisthe only way to God (cf. Jn 14:6). Areyou willing to come to the Father through Him? Let us
be sure to serve God through Him only! - cf. Ga 5:4-6
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The Superiority Of Christ's Priesthood
Hebrews 7:20-28

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefirst saven chapters of The Epistle To The Hebrews, the main thought is the superiority of
Chrigt...
a Totheprophets-He1:1-3
b. Toangds-He1:4-2:18
c. ToMoses-He3:1-5
d. ToAaon and his Levitica priesthood - He 5:1-10; 7:1-28

2. In showing the superiority of Jesus’ priesthood, the author has done so step-by-step...
a  Jesusisqudified to be apriest by virtue of His cdling by God and His suffering - He 5:1-8
b. He hasbeen cdled to be “apriest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” - He 5:9-10
c. Thepriestly order of Mechizedek is shown to be superior by comparing Abraham and
Melchizedek - He 7:1-10
d. That Chrigt has become such apriest has severd implications- He 7:11-19
1) TheLeviticad priesthood could not make one perfect before God
2) The Law upon which the Levitical priesthood was based has been annulled
3) Christ now provides“a better hope, through which we draw near to God’

3. Thishringsusto He 7:20-28, in which we find a climatic comparison...
a.  Where Jesusis contrasted with those who served in the Levitical priesthood
b. Where" The Superiority Of Chrig’s Priesthood” is clearly demongtrated
[In this passage, wefind at least four pointsillugtrating Jesus’™ superiority, the first of which pertainsto...]

|. HISDIVINE APPOINTMENT (20-22)

A. LEVITICAL PRIESTSWERE APPOINTED BY A “COMMAND" ...
1. Beginning with Aaron, he and his descendants served in the Levitical priesthood
2. It wasadivine command that so gppointed them - cf. Exo 28:1-4
3. Whiledivindy commanded, it was not with an oath

A. JESUSWASMADE A PRIEST WITH AN “OATH” ...

1. Agan, thereferenceisto Psa 110:4, in which God swore an oath concerning the
coming Messah and His priesthood

2. Wesaw eaxlier that apromise joined with an oath redly confirms the “immutability”
(unchangeableness) of God's counsd - cf. He 6:17

2. Appointed by an oath and not just a command, Jesus has become “a surety of a better
covenant” ...
a. “Surety” means“guarantor” (NEB)
b. Appointed by such an oath from God, Jesus guarantees the new covenant, thet it is
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“better” (thereisthat key word again!)
[The superiority of Chrigt’s priesthood isdso illustrated by...]

II. HISETERNAL INTERCESSION (23-25)

A. LEVITICAL PRIESTSWERE LIMITED IN SERVICE BY “DEATH” ...
1. When one died, another took his place
2. Of necessity there had to be “many priests’

B. JESUS“EVER LIVES’ TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR US...
1. That isbecause “He continues forever”
2. Asseen earlier, Jesus came “ according to the power of an endlesslife’ -He 7:16
3. Hetherefore *has an unchangeabl e priesthood’
a. Heis“adleto saveto the uttermost those who cometo God through Him”
1) Hecan do what the law could not do: make one “perfect” - cf. He 7:19
2) Thais, make one“holy, and blameless’ - cf. Co 1:21-22
b. And*“He ever livesto make intercesson for them”
1) | have dways been impressed by this phrase
2) For it suggests what Jesusis doing for us now, and is most willing to do!

[Aswe continue in our text, we see yet another contrast with Levitical priests..]

I11.HISPERFECT CHARACTER (26-27)

A. LEVITICAL PRIESTSWERE “SINNERS' ...
1. Some more so than others
2. Eventhe best of them had to “ offer up sacrifices’...
a Onadaly bass
b. For hisown sins before offering sacrifices others

B. JESUSIS“SEPARATE FROM SINNERS' ...
1. We see our High Priest described in regardsto...
a. Hisholy character: “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from snners’
b. Hispreeminent pogtion: “higher than the heavens’
--  Thus He does not need to offer sinsfor Himsdlf
2. Thismakes Him aHigh Pries “fitting” (becoming, seemly) for us

[Add to His perfect character another element that shows His superior priesthood...]

IV.HISPERMANENT SACRIFICE (27)

A. THE LEVITICAL PRIESTS SACRIFICED “DAILY”"...
1. Every day they offered sacrifices for their own sins and for those of the people
2. That they had to be continualy offered implies a fundamenta wesknessin the efficacy of the
sacrifices themselves
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3. Later welearn that the problem was the inability of anima sacrifices to make one perfect
and to cleanse the conscience of Sns- He 10:1-4; cf. 9:9

B. JESUSOFFERED HIMSELF “ONCE FOR ALL" ...
1. Thisimpliesthe efficacy of His sacrifice
2. Thesuperiority of Jesus' sacrifice will be explained further, later on- cf. He 9:11-15; 10:
11-14

CONCLUSION

1. Inverse 28, wefind asummary statement that contrasts the two priesthoods...
a. Thelaw, upon which the Levitica priesthood derivesits authority, gppoints men who “have
weaknesses’; for example:
1) They are Snners themselves, and degth terminates their service
2) Their sacrifices cannot truly remove sin, o had to be repeated daily and yearly
b. Theoath, given after the law and the basis for Chrid’ s priesthood, appoints the Son “who has
been perfected forever”; for example:
1) Hishumanity and the obedience learned through suffering makes Him most “fitting” to be
our High Priest - cf. He 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 5:8-9
2) His snlessness makes the sacrifice of Himsdlf the perfect and dl-sufficient sacrifice, given
oncefor dl! - cf. He 10:12-14

2. Inchs. 9 ad 10, the focus of this epistle will center on the superiority of Chrigt’s sacrifice; but for
now, our attention has been those things thet illustrate what a great High Priest we have:
a. Hisappointment by an oath from God, not just a command
b. Hiseternd intercesson, not limited by degth
c. Hispefect character, untainted by an
d. Hispermanent sacrifice, offered once for al when He offered Himsdlf

Don't you desre to have such aHigh Priest interceding in your behdf? Then as Chridians...

“Let ustherefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find graceto help in time of need.” - He 4:16

Let us never forget that “He ever lives to make intercesson” for those who come to God through Him!
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Our GloriousHigh Priest
Hebrews 8:1-6

INTRODUCTION

1. Withthebeginning of chapter eight, we come to the close of the first mgor section of The Epistle

ToTheHebrews...
a. Inwhich the key thought is“ The Superiority of Christ”
b. Inwhich Jesusis shown to be superior to:
1) Tothe prophets-He 1:1-3
2) Toanges-Hel:4-2:18
3) ToMoses-He3:1-5
4) To Aaonand hisLevitica priesthood - He 5:1-10; 7:1-28

2. The next mgor section redly beginsin earnest with verse 7...
a. Inwhich the key thought will be® The Superiority of the New Covenant”
b. Inwhich this covenant is shown to be based upon:
1) Better promises- He 8:7-13
2) A better sanctuary - He 9:1-28
3) A better sacrifice- He 10:1-18

3. InHe 8:1-6, wefind atrangtion...
a. Inwhich the main point of the firg section is summarized
b. Inwhich the main points of the next section are introduced
--  Indeed, these six verses truly summarize what the author seeks to establish in the first ten
chapters of this epistle!

4. It can dl be summarized in these words. “We have such aHigh Priest...”

a. InJesus, we have aHigh Priest

b. Not just any High Priet, but “such” aHigh Priet; i.e., aglorious High Priest!
[In what waysis Jesus*® Our Glorious High Priet” ? Firgt, Heis.. ]

|. SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD (1)

A. THEPHRASE “THE MAJESTY IN THE HEAVENS' ...
1. A Jewish drcumlocution meaning “God” (Believers Study Bible)
2. l.e, aroundabout way of referring to God - cf. He 1:3

B. MANY PASSAGESREFER TO JESUSAT GOD’SRIGHT HAND...
1. David prophesied that the Messiah would st at God' sright hand - Psa 110: 1
2. Jesus sad that He would st at the right hand of God - Mk 14: 60-62
3. When He ascended to heaven, He then sat down at God' sright hand - Mk 16:19; He
12:2
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4. At God'sright hand, He poured forth the Holy Spirit - Ac 2:33

Peter preached Jesus as being exalted to be at God' sright hand as our Prince and Savior

- Ac5:30-31

Paul taught that Jesusis a God' s right hand, interceding for us- Ro 8:34

Heisat God sright hand, “waiting till His enemies are made Hisfootstool” - He 10:12-13

Y et while He sts and waits, Heruled! - Psa 110:1-2,5; cf. 1 Co 15:24-26

For at God' sright hand, Heis above dl other authority - Ep 1:20-22; 1 Pe 3:22

-- Inoneplace, we read of Jesus“standing at the right hand of God” (Ac 7:55-56); was Jesus
showing His respect for Stephen, the first Chrigtian martyr?

o

© N

[Exdted to such aplace of honor and authority, we truly have a“glorious” High Priest, onewho is“the
ruler over the kings of the earth” (Re 1:5)! Aswelook at the next versein our text, we see that Heis
aso..]

II. AMINISTER OF THE TRUE TABERNACLE (2-5)

A. ERECTED BY GOD, NOT MAN...
1. Weare now introduced to a contrast between two “tabernacles’
a. There had been the earthly sanctuary or tabernacle
1) Asordained under the first covenant (i.e., the Law) - cf. He 9: 1ff
2) Itwashbuilt by man
b. But now we read of ore “which the Lord erected”’; i.e., a heavenly tabernacle
2. The heavenly tabernacle is none other than heaven itsdf! - cf. He 9:11-12; 23-24

B. INWHICH HE OFFERS“SERVICE" ...
1. AsaHigh Prieg, it is necessary for Him to have something to offer - He 8:3
a. Every high priest is gppointed for this purpose - cf. He 5:1
b. What Jesus hasto offer isnot mention here, but will be later - cf. He 9:12
2. Thissarvice Herendersin heaven, not on the earth - He 8:4
a. If Hewere on earth, He couldn't be a priest!
b. For the Law required priests from the tribe of Levi, and Jesus was from Judah
3. Asfor priestson the earth...
a. They serve only the copy and shadow of the heavenly things- He 8:5
b. For Moses had been told by God to build the earthly tabernacle according to the
patern shown to him on the mountain - cf. Exo 25:40

[As* Our GloriousHigh Priest”, then, Jesus renders service in the true tabernacle, which is heaven
itself. Thisthought will be expanded upon in chapters nineand ten. But consider also how Heis...]

III.THE MEDIATOR OF A BETTER COVENANT (6)

A. HEHASOBTAINED A MORE EXCELLENT MINISTRY. ...
1. Incontrast with the minigry of the Leviticd priests
2. Ther ministry was smply a shadow and copy of Hisminigry - cf. Co 2:16-17

B. ASMEDIATOR OF A BETTER COVENANT...
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1. Theword “mediator”...
a. The Greek is mesites { mes-e€' -tace}
b. It means“one who intervenes between two, either in order to make or restore peace
and friendship, or form a compact, or for ratifying a covenant”
2. By Hisdeath on the cross, Jesus has become the Mediator of the new covenant - cf. He
9:15; 12:24
3. Thisnew covenant is here referred to as “a better covenant”
a. Better than what? Better than the “first covenant” - cf. He 8:7
b. Il.e, what had been established through Moses

C. ESTABLISHED ON BETTER PROMISES...
1. What makes the new covenant better than the old are its promises
2. Some of those promises are explained later - cf. He 8:10-12
3. But Peter describes the promises we receive as “ exceedingly great and precious promises’
-cf.2Pel:3-4

CONCLUSION

1. With thistrandtion passage, then, we are introduced to things that will be expounded upon aswe
proceed through the epistle...
a. The better covenant we have in Chrigt, based upon its better promises
b. The better ministry Christ renders as our High Priest in heaven, seated at God' s right hand

2. When such things are properly understood, we can see how Jesusistruly “ Our GloriousHigh
Priest”...!
a.  Onewho stands ready to minister in our behalf
b. Heis“ableto save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him” - He 7:25
c. Heis“ableto aid those who aretempted” - He 2:18

Have you accepted Jesus as your High Priest by obeying His gospd? Heistruly...
“...the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.” (He 5:9)

For those who have not obeyed His gospd, we find this avesome warning:
“...and to give you who are troubled rest with uswhen the Lord Jesusis
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those WHO DO NOT OBEY THE
GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. These shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His

power...” (2 Th 1:7-9)

Please render obedience to the gospd today if you have not yet done so! - cf. Ac 2:36-39
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The Promises Of God's New Covenant
Hebrews 8:7-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Uptothispoint, thefocusof The Epistle To The Hebrews has been on Christ...
a. Hissuperiority to prophets, angels, Moses
b. The superiority of His priesthood to the Levitica priesthood

2. Withthetrandtionin He 8:1-6, the focus shifts to the New Covenant...
a. A new covenant in which Jesus has aready been described as:
1) The“surety” (guarantor) - He 7:22
2) The“Mediator” (one who intervenes) - He 8:6
b. Inboth passages, this covenant was described as a“better” covenant

3. Better than what? Better in what way? In Hebrews 8, we learn the answer...
a. Better than the “first covenant” - cf. He 8:7
b. Better because of thepromises’ contained init - cf. He 8:6

[In thisstudy, “ The Promises Of God's New Covenant”, we shal examine our text (He 8:7-13) to
ascertain how the New Covenant is better, especiadly with regard to its promises.

Let’ sbegin by noticing...]

|. GOD’'SPROMISE OF A NEW COVENANT (7-9,13)

A. THE FIRST COVENANT WASNOT FAULTLESS... (7)

1. Otherwise, there would have been no need for a second covenant

2. We have dready seen concerning the first covenant that...
a. The Leviticd priesthood could not bring perfection - He 7:11
b. The Law made nothing perfect, and was therefore annulled due to its weskness and

unprofitableness- He 7:18-19

3. Thisinadequacy has specid reference to the sacrifices of the first covenant...
a. They could not make those who approach perfect - He 10:1-3
b. Theblood of animas offered by the priests could not teke away sins- He 10:4,11

B. THE PEOPLE OF THE FIRST COVENANT WERE ALSO AT FAULT... (89)
1. God found fault because they did not continue in His covenant - cf. Jer 11:7-10
2. For thisreason He disregarded them, alowing them to be taken away by their enemies - cf.
Jer 11:11-14
-- Even s0, He did not leave them without some hope, for through the prophet Jeremiah He
made apromise...

C. GOD PROMISED A NEW COVENANT... (8-9)
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Promisedin Jer 31:31-34
In which God would make a“new covenant” with Isragl and Judah

2. A covenant different than the one made at Mt. Sinai (how, we shdl see in amoment)

D. THE NEW COVENANT HASMADE THE FIRST “OBSOLETE" ... (13)

1.

2.

By even cdling the promised covenant “new”, God made the first covenant obsolete

a. Theold covenant actualy continued on for about 500 years after Jeremiah

b. But with the promise of the new, attention would be taken away from the Old Covenant
and directed toward the new one that was coming!

Its obsolescence was especidly seen in the days of the Hebrew writer...

a. It was"becoming obsolete and growing old’
1) The desth of Jesus rendered the sacrifices of the first covenant unnecessary
2) Beforelong, the temple itsef would be destroyed, and dong with it, the last vestiges

of the Levitica priesthood
b. Truly, it was “ready to vanish away”

[So God promised a*“new covenant” to replace the * old covenant”; and Jesusisthe “Mediator” of this
covenant, which is “abetter covenant”. Better in what way? Better because it “was established on
better promises’. Let’s now consider some of...]

II. GOD’SPROMISESINVOLVING THE NEW COVENANT (10-12)

A.

IT WILL BE INWARD AND SPIRITUAL ... (10)

1.
2.

3.

“I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts’
The first covenant had its laws written on tablets of sone; the new covenant is one that
requires God' s laws be written in our hearts
It is not enough to have God' s Word in our hands, on our coffee tables, etc.
a. Wemug plant God' s Word into our hearts - cf. Ja 1:21
b. For only then can we truly be born again by the incorruptible seed, the word of God
- 1Pel:22-23
Areyou living up to intent of the New Covenant, or are you little different than those under
the first covenant, who had the Word, but not on their hearts?

IT WILL PROVIDE A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD... (10)

1.
2.
3.

“I will be their God, and they shdl be My peopl€e’

The actud terms of this promiseisredly nothing new - cf. Exo 6:7; Lev 26:12

But in each successive “age”, its promiseis filled with fresh meaning; for example...

a. In“thisage”, we enjoy acloser relationship with God - cf. 2 Co 6:16-18; 1 Pe 2:9-10
b. But even more s, in the “age to come”, which isin eternity - cf. Re 21:1-7

Areyou utilizing the blessngs whereby you can have a closer relationship with God?

IT WILL BEWITH PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE LORD... (12)

1.
2.

“None of them shdl teach...saying, ‘Know the Lord’, for dl shdl know Me...”

The New Covenant will be with people who have already come to know the Lord

a.  Unlikethefirst covenant, in which people entered it at birth; asthey grew up, they
needed to be taught about the Lord
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b. Inthe new covenant, one must come to know the Lord before they can enter the
covenant
3. Soitisthat one must believe in Jesus before they can enter into a covenant reationship with
their Lord through baptism - cf. Ac 8:36-38
--  Doesnot this feature of the New Covenant preclude the practice of infant baptism?

D. IT WILL PROVIDE TRUE FORGIVENESSFOR SIN... (12)
1. “For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds | will
remember no more’
2. Hereisthe ultimate basis of the blessing previoudy described; by virtue of the forgiveness of
ans can wetruly be God' s people, and He our God!
3. Thusthe New Covenant provides what the first covenant could not: true forgiveness of
snd - cf. He 10:1-4,11

CONCLUSION

1. Suchare”ThePromises Of God' s New Covenant” ...
a. Asforetold through the prophet Jeremiah
b. Now fulfilled through the coming of Jesus and His degth on the cross
-- By virtue of “better promises’, Chrigt istruly the Mediator of a*“better covenant”!

3. But thereismore to be said about why the New Covenant is a better covenant...
a. It dso has abetter sanctuary
b. It dso hasabetter sacrifice
--  But condderation of these thingswill be saved for later

At thispoint it might be appropriate to ask: Have you truly entered into a covenant relationship
with theLord?

The entrance terms of this New Covenant are smple: They involve faith in Christ and a confesson of
that faith (Ro 10:9,10), dong with repentance of sins and baptism into Christ (Ac 2:36-39). The
promised blessings of the New Covenant await any and al who are willing to so respond to the gospe
of Chrigt!
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The Earthly Sanctuary
Hebrews 9:1-10

INTRODUCTION

1.

Themain pointsin The Epistle To The Hebrews arerather smple...
a. Thesuperiority of Christ -He 1:1-7:28
b. The superiority of the New Covenant - He 8:7-10:18

Inthetransition passage of He 8:1-6, we find...
a. Thefirg point summarized - He 8:1
b. The second point introduced - He 8:2-6

In demondtrating the superiority of the New Covenant, three points are made...
a. The New Covenant is based upon “better promises’

b. The New Covenant pertainsto a*“better sanctuary”

c. TheNew Covenant provides a* better sacrifice”’

InHe 8:7-13 we read of the “better promises’...

a. Foretold through the prophet Jeremiah - cf. Jer 31:31-34

b. Inwhich God promised a closer relationship with His people, made possible by the forgiveness
of 9n

In chapter nine, our atention is now drawn to the matter of the” better sanctuary” provided by

the New Covenant...

a. To appreciate the author’ s argument, we must be acquainted with the sanctuary of the first
covenant

b. Thereforewe find abrief discusson concerning “ The Earthly Sanctuary” - He 9:1-10

[We could turn back to the books of Exodus and L eviticus to read about the earthly sanctuary, but in
our text we find a hdpful and concise summary. Beginning with...]

THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY: ITSDESCRIPTION (1-5)

A. THEHOLY PLACE... (2
1. Thiswasthefirg part of the tabernacle, in which the priests entered daily
2. Insgdeof it were...
a. Thelamp stand - cf. Exo 25:31-40; 26:35
1) Placed next to the south wall of the tabernacle
2) Made of gold and had saven lamps for burning olive ol
3) It was never alowed to go out
b. Thetableand the show bread - Exo 25:23-30; 26:35; Lev 24:5-9
1) A tableoverladwith gold
2) On which were kept twelve loaves of bread, in two rows of six
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3) Fresh loaves were brought in each Sabbath, and the old were eaten by the priests
- cf. 1 Sam 21:3-6; Mt 12:3,4

B. THEHOLIEST OF ALL...(3-5)
1. Thiswasthe part of the tabernacle behind the veil, dso cdled “The Mos Holy” - Exo 26:
31-33
2. Thisinnermost room of the tabernacle, the holiest place in the worship of Isradl, had...
a. Thegolden altar of incense (golden censor, KJV)
1) Thegolden dtar of incense was actudly in the Holy Place, just on the other Sde of
the vell separating the two rooms - Exo 30:1-10
a) Onthisdtar siweet spices were continualy burned with fire taken from the
brazen dtar (which was outside the tabernacle)
b) The morning and evening services were begun by the high priest offering incense
on thisdtar
¢) Onceayear, the High Priest would take a censer of burning cods from this dtar
aong with incense into The Most Holy Place - Lev 16:12
2) Itisappropriate to say The Most Holy Place “had” the golden dtar...
a) For the smoke of the daily incense would permegte through the vell, and as such
be “a perpetual incense before the LORD” - Exo 30:8
b) Theannua ceremony on the Day of Atonement connected in atangible way the
dtar of incense with The Mogt Holy Place- Lev 16:12
b. Theark of the covenant
1) A chest made of acaciawood, about four feet long by two and haf feet high and
wide - Exo 25:10-16
2) Covered with gold, it was the most sacred thing in the tabernacle
3) Init contained...
a) Thegolden pot that had the manna - Exo 16:32-34
b) Aaron'srod that budded - Num 17:1-11
¢) Thetabletsof the covenant - Deu 10:1-5
4) Covering the ark wasthe mercy seat - Exo 25:17-22
a) Thislid, covered with gold, was topped with two cherubim (with wings
stretched upward, and their faces “toward each other and toward the mercy
Sedt.”)
b) The Lord was said to appear in a cloud above the mercy seet - Lev 16:2;
Num 7:89; 2 Kin 19:5

[As gtated by the author himsdlf, “of these things we cannot now spesk in detail”. But alittle moreis
now sad regarding theritua of the earthly sanctuary...]

II. THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY: ITSRITUAL (6-7)

A. THERITUAL OF THE HOLY PLACE... (6)
1. Every morning and evening, the priests would go into The Holy Place “ performing the
services' ...
a. They would trim the lamps on the lamp stand - Exo 27:20-21
b. They would offer incense on the dtar of incense - Exo 30:7-8
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2. On the Sabbath, the priests would replace the show bread - L ev 25:4-9
--  But none went into The Most Holy Place during these daily services

B. THE RITUAL OF THE MOST HOLY PLACE... (7)
1. Onceayear, only the high priest entered The Most Holy Place - Lev 16:2
a. OntheDay of Atonement
b. Thetenth day of the seventh month - Lev 16:29
2. Thehigh priest would do three things:
a. Offer theincense to cloud the mercy seet - Lev 16:12-13
b. Sprinkle the mercy sest with the blood of abull, asasn offering for himsdf and his
family - Lev 16:11,14
c. Sprinkle the mercy seat with the blood of a goat, as asin offering for the people- L ev
16:15
3. Inthisway he offered blood for his own sins and those of the people committed in
ignorance - He 9:7

[With this summary of theritud of the earthly sanctuary, we are reminded of the sort of services
rendered under the first covenant. But was the true purpose of such service? And did the sacrifices

provide complete redemption? These questions are addressed in the next two verses..|

II.THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY: ITSSYMBOLISM AND LIMITATION (8-10)

A. IT WASSYMBOLIC...

1. Asdready stated, the tabernacle and its service was “a copy and shadow of the heavenly
things’ - He 8:4-5; cf. He 10:1a; Co 2:16-17

2. Thusit was“symboalic for the present time’ - He 9:9
a.  Symboalizing what eventudly would occur when Chrigt came
b. Symbolizing what Christ has now donein redity when He entered heaven - cf. He 9:

11-12,24-26

3. TheHoaly Spirit was thus indicating that *“the way into heaven itsdf was not yet made

manifes” - He 9:8

B. THERE WERE LIMITATIONS...
1. Thegifts and sacrifices could not make one perfect in regard to the conscience- He 9:9;
cf. He 9:14; 10:1-4
2. The ceremoniesinvolved “fleshly ordinancesimposed until the time of reformation” - He
9:10
a.  Jud asthe sanctuary was “earthly”, the ordinances were “fleshly”
1) Incontrast to that which is heavenly, spiritud
2) Indeed, dl of theritual was designed to impact the physica sde of man
a) l.e, hissenses(dght, sound, smell, taste, touch)
b) E.g., the burning of incense, the blowing of trumpets, the vestments
b. Such ordinances were designed to be temporary
1) Until “thetime of reformation”, when changes in worship would be made
2) Indeed, now God expects “spiritud” worship - cf. Jn 4:21-24
a) Worship that is morein kegping with God' s true nature (Spirit)
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b) Worship that focuses on the inner man

1 E.g., snging, where the emphasisis on melody made in the heart
- cf. Ep 5:19; Co 3:16

2/ Eveninthe Lord s Supper, which has physica dements, the emphasisison
the communion we share in the body of and blood of Jesus aswe
commemorate His death - cf. 1 Co 11:23-26; 10:16-17

--  Therefore we should not be surprised to learn that the early church did not smply
inditute the fleshly ordinances of the first covenant into their worship

CONCLUSION

1. Theearthly sanctuary and its fleshly ordinances served God' s purpose well...
a. It reveded the terrible nature and high price of an
b. It reveded the need for the shedding of blood to provide the remission of Sin
c. It prepared people for the coming of the ultimate sacrifice and complete redemption

2. But asuseful asit was, it was temporary and symbalic...
a. A copy and shadow of what was to come
b. Designed to vanish away when what it represented came to pass

3. Aswe shdl see morefully in our next study...
a. Chrigt has come and entered into “the greater and more perfect tabernacle”
b. Hehas“obtaned eternd redemption”
c. Hehasmadeit possible to “purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God”

Why would one ever wish to go back to the earthly sanctuary and its fleshly ordinances? Why do some
people wish to introduce Old Testament practices into the worship of the Lord’ s church?

It can only be afailure to gppreciate what we now have in Christ, and the kind of worshippers God now
desres. AsJesustold the Samaritan woman at the well...

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshiperswill worship
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
(John 4.23-24)

Are we worshipping God the way He desires? Or whatever way that appeds to our fleshly sensesand
persond desires? Brethren, think on these things...
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The Superior Sanctuary
Hebrews 9:11-28

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthecurrent section of The Epistle To The Hebrews, the focusis on the superiority of the New
Covenant which provides...
a. Better promises-He 8:7-13
b. A better sanctuary - He 9:1-28
c. A better sacrifice- He 10:1-18

2. Our previous study consgdered “ The Earthly Sanctuary” of the Old Covenant, that tabernacle
which...
a. Served as copy and shadow of the heavenly things - cf. He 9:9; 8:5
b. Involved fleshly ordinancesimposed until the time of reformation - He 9:10
...anhd was therefore limited in its ability to provide what man truly needed! - He 9:9b

3. Inthe second hdf of the ninth chapter, we are now introduced to “ The Heavenly Sanctuary” of
the New Covenant...
a. Thetruetabernacle in which Chrig isaminiser - He 8:2
b. Thetrue tabernacle “which the Lord erected, and not man” - He 8:2

[Assuchitis” The Superior Sanctuary”, which becomes apparent as we make our way through the
rest of the ninth chapter...]

. ITISHEAVENLY (11,24)

A. A GREATER AND MORE PERFECT TABERNACLE...
1. A tabernacle “not made with hands’
2. A tabernacle “not of this creation”
-- Wherethenisthistabernacle? Look ahead to ver se 24...

B. INHEAVEN ITSELF...
1. Chrigt has not entered the earthly tabernacle “made with hands’
2. Itis"“into heaven itsdf” that Chrigt has entered!
3. Henow appears “in the presence of God”
-- Therefore” The Superior Sanctuary” isnone other than heaven , where God dwells!

[In this heavenly sanctuary Chrigt serves as “High Priest of the good thingsto come’. The “good things”
likely including the promises of Jer 31:31-34, epecidly the one pertaining to forgiveness of ain, for the
author explains how with “ The Superior Sanctuary” ...]

Il. ITSMINISTRY EFFECTIVELY DEALSWITH SN (12-15)
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ETERNAL REDEMPTION ISPROVIDED... (12)

1.

Chrigt entered the “Most Holy Place” (heaven)

a.  Jug asthe high priest entered the Most Holy Place in the earthly sanctuary

b. With these two mgor differences.
1) Jesustook not the blood of goats and calves, but His own blood
2) Jesusentered “oncefor dl”, not once ayear

2. With Hisblood, He “obtained eternd redemption”

a. Thisiswhy He does not need to offer Hisblood every year - cf. He 10:10-12
b. But Hisredemption is“eternd” in another sense, as seen later in verse 15

THE CONSCIENCE ISPURGED OF SIN... (13-14)
1. Theblood of animaswas able to purify the flesh of an unclean person

2.

But the blood of Chrigt is able to purge the conscience from dead works (i.e., Sn) to serve

the living God

a. Theanimd sacrifices could not do this- cf. He 9:9-10; 10:1-2

b. For the daly and annud sacrifices congtantly reminded them of sn-He 10:3

c. Therefore Chrigt not only removesthe “legd” guilt of sin, but dso the “inward” (or
emotiond) guilt of gn!

THERE ISREDEMPTION FOR SINSUNDER THE FIRST COVENANT... (15)

1.

Hisrole as Mediator of the New Covenant is not limited to those who came &fter it became
of force

His deeth covers not only sinners since His deeth, but aso those who lived under the first
covenant, who were caled to receive the promise of eterna inheritance!

In providing atonement for those before and after His death, Jesus has truly “ obtained
eternd redemption”

[The service rendered by its High Priest certainly makes the “heavenly sanctuary” a superior one! As
one contemplates the meaning of Christ’ s degth in its relaion to the heavenly sanctuary, there is much to
consider, and the author proceeds to explain further why...]

[HI.ITSMINISTRY NECESSITATED A COSTLY SACRIFICE (16-22)

A.

TO INITIATE A NEW TESTAMENT... (16-17)

1.
2.

A testament, or will, requires the deeth of the one who makes it
It does not become of force until the testator dies

--  The New Covenant with its heavenly sanctuary is like a testament, then, requiring Jesus’

death for it to become of force

TO DEDICATE A NEW COVENANT... (18-23)

1.

Congder what was done with the first covenant...
a. It was dedicated with the blood of calves and goats
b. Itstabernacle and furniture were purified with the sprinkling of such blood

2. Should the new covenant require any less?

a. Thefirgt covenant contained only “copies of the things in the heavens’
b. Therefore the heavenly things required purification by “better sacrifices’ (i.e., Jesus’
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own blood)
c. Exactly what is meant by “heavenly things’ is unclear

1) Some point to passages like Co 1: 20, where even “things in heaven” are reconciled
to God by Jesus’ blood

2) Some bdieveit has reference to the church, of which the Holy Place in the earthly
tabernacle wastypical

3) B.W. Johnson comments “By the heavenly things are meant dl of which the
tabernacle was typical. The holy place was atype of the church, which is cleansed
with the blood of Christ. Perhaps, too, there is a reference to the redeemed church
above, in the heavens, which eterndly praises him who cleansed it with his blood.”
(The People’s New Testament)

[1t was the “ better sacrifices’ (i.e., Jesus’ blood) that initiated the new covenant and made the heavenly
sanctuary superior to the earthly one. More will be said about Christ’ s sacrifice in chapter ten, but we
findly note concerning “ The Superior Sanctuary” that...]

IV.ITSMINISTRY ISFINAL AND COMPLETE (24-28)

A.

CHRIST ISNOW IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD FOR US...

1. Nolonger isahigh priest serving in atabernacle “ made with hands’

2. Nolonger is one serving in what was only a“copy”

-- In God's presence, Jesus is ministering as High Priest in that which isthe “true’ holy place!

. HEONLY NEEDED TO OFFER HIMSELF ONCE...

1. Thedl-aufficiency of His sacrifice is seen that He only needed to offer Himself once
a. Otherwise, He would have needed to “suffer often from the foundation of the world”
b. Likethe high priests of old, who entered the Most Holy Place each year
2. Therefore, a the “end of the ages’, He came to put away sin once for dl!
a Thephrase “end of the ages’ isequivdent to the “last days” - He 1:2
b. l.e,thefind period of theworld’shistory - cf. 1 Co 10:11; 1 Pe 1:20
3. Just asman dies only once, so Jesus needed to be offered for sin only once

WHEN HE COMESAGAIN, IT WILL BE FOR SALVATION, NOT SIN...
1. With Hisfirg coming, He was primarily the “sin-bearer”

a. Hecame“to bear the sns of many”

b. Which He did by dying on the crossfor our sins- cf. 1 Pe 2:24
2. Hissecond coming will be * gpart from an”

a. Tobring sdvation (from the wrath of God to come - Ro 5:9)

b. To thosewho eagerly await for Him - ¢f. 1 Th 1:9-10

CONCLUSION

1. How isthe sanctuary of the New Covenant superior...?

a
b.

By virtue of itsnature: heavenly, not physica
By virtue of itsministry: deding effectively with sn, providing complete and find ddiverance
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2. Why should we be interested in the minidtry of “ The Superior Sanctuary”...?
a. Because death is our gppointed lot (unless Christ comesfirst) - He 9:27
b. And then comes the judgment - cf. 2 Co 5:10
-- Theminigry of Christ prepares us for that coming judgment!

3. Areyou prepared to stand before the judgment seat of Chrigt?
a. Preparation involves obedience, for Jesusiis “the author of eternd sdvation to al who obey
Him’ - He 5:9
b. Preparation involves dlowing the blood of Chrigt to *purge your conscience from dead works
to servetheliving God’ - He 9:14

Through obedience to the precious gospd of Chrigt, we can “eagerly wait for Him”, knowing that for us
Heis coming to bring sdvation and not condemnation! - cf. 1 Th 1:10
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The Superior Sacrifice
Hebrews 10:1-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Inshowing the superiority of the New Covenant, we have seen the author discuss...
a. The better promises- He 8:7-13
b. The better sanctuary - He 9:1-28

2. Theauthor now reaches aclimax in his discusson with alook at “the better sacrifice’...
a. Not that he hasn't dready made mention of it - cf. He 7:26-27; 9:11-14,24-26
b. But now thereisacontragt to the Old Covenant sacrificesin the clearest of terms
3. Inthissection, we will find the author...
a. Bring together the main ideas he has dluded to earlier
b. Add afurther thought not stressed before

[In the first four verses of chapter ten, then, wefind...]

|. THE SUPERIOR SACRIFICE: ITSNEED (1-4)

A. ANIMAL SACRIFICESDID NOT PROVIDE TRUE REMISSION OF SIN...
1. TheLaw wasonly a“shadow” of “the good thingsto come” - He 10:1a
a Itsgifts and sacrifices were a“copy and shadow” of the heavenly things- He 8:4-5
b. They symbolized what Jesus would actudly do - He 9:11-12,24
c. The*“good things” included such things as:
1) His better sacrifice
2) The better hope
3) Theeterna redemption and the eterna inheritance
2. The sacrifices did not make the worshippers “perfect” - He 10:1b-2
a. Pefect in regard to the conscience - He 9:9
b. The repetitive nature of the sacrifices prevented this

B. ANIMAL SACRIFICES PROVIDED A REMINDER OF SIN...
1. Every year there was the congtant reminder of sns-He 10:3
a. Inaddition to the daily and monthly sacrifices, there were the annua sacrifices on the
Day of Atonement
b. The congtant sacrifices reminded them of their sn and need for cleansing
2. It wasnot possible for the blood of bulls and goats to teke away sins- He 10:4
a. Theblood of animas could not redly take avay sn
b. Ther purpose was to impress upon the people their need, and to foreshadow what
would one day be accomplished in Chrigt

[ The sacrifices of the Old Covenant accomplished their purpose; they served as “a shadow of the good
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thingsto come’. Those “good things” involved the sacrifice found in the New Covenant, of which we
now read...]

II. THE SUPERIOR SACRIFICE: ITSPROVISION (5-9)

A. IT WASPROVIDED BY GOD...
1. Quoting Psa 40:6-8, we see the atitude of Christ when He came into the world
2. Burnt offerings and sacrifices did not meet His Father’ s ultimate desire - He 10:5-6
3. But what did meet God's desire, God provided Himself: abody - He 10:5
--  Thisreminds us that propitiation for sn was provided by God, not man -1 Jn 4:10

B. IT WASOFFERED FREELY BY CHRIST...
1. Christ came as prophesied to do the will of God - He 10:7-9a
2. Hereisadriking difference between Chrigt’ s sacrifice and the anima sacrifices...
a.  Animd sacrifices were offered againg their will
b. Jesusfredy offered Himsdf in accordance with His Father’ swill! - cf. Jn 6:38

C. IT ESTABLISHED A NEW COVENANT...
1. Indoing thewill of His Father, Jesus has taken away the first covenant - He 9:9b; cf. Co 2:
14-17
2. Making it possible to establish the second covenant, of which He isthe mediator - cf. He
9:15

[So what animal sacrifices could not accomplish, God did by the sending of His Son who fredy
accepted the task of offering Himsdlf for an. But was His sacrifice adequate? Read on...]

II.THE SUPERIOR SACRIFICE: ITSALL-SUFFICIENCY (10-18)

A. IT PROVIDESTRUE SANCTIFICATION...
1. We have been sanctified through the offering of His body - He 10:10
2. Itsaufficiency is seenin that He only hed to offer it “once’
a. Therepdition of the daily sacrificesilludrated their inadequacy - He 10: 11
b. But with Jesus, it was “one sacrifice for ansforever” - He 10:12-13
1) Ilugtrated by Hisstting down a God' right Hand - cf. He 1:3; 8:1
2) Where Hewaits (and reigns - cf. 1 Co 15:25-26; Psa 110:1-2) till dl Hisenemies
are made His footstool
3. Thus“by one offering” He has provided true sanctification - He 10: 14
a. “He has perfected forever” (doing what anima sacrifices could not - He 10:1)
b. “thosewho are being sanctified”
1) Note the present tense - sanctification is an ongoing process- He 2:11
a) Inone sense we have been sanctified - ¢f. 1 Co 1:2; 6:11; He 10:10,29
b) In another sense we will be sanctified - cf. 1 Th 5:23
2) Made possible by the one-time sacrifice of Chrigt - eg., 1.Jn 1:7-9

B. IT PROVIDES TRUE REMISSION OF SINS...
1. AstheHoly Spirit bore witness through Jeremiah in Jer 31:31-34 (quoted earlier in He 8:
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8-12) - He 10:15-17
2. With true remission of sins, there is no need for repeated sacrificesfor an-He 10:18

CONCLUSION

1. By providing complete sanctification and remission of Sins, the sacrifice of Jesusistruly “ The
Superior Sacrifice”...!
a.  Why would anyone want to return to sacrifices...
1) That did not make the worshiper “perfect”?
2) Werethereisthe constant reminder of sin that weighs heavy upon the conscience of man?
b. With the sacrifice of Himsdlf, offered fredy keeping with the will of God, Jesus provides what
the Law could not!

2. Withvs. 18, we cometo the end of the two main arguments in thisepidtle...

a. Tha Christ issuperior, for Heis
1) Better than the prophets, as a much better Spokesman - He 1:1-3
2) Better than the angds, by virtue of His Deity and humanity - He 1:4-2: 18
3) Better than Moses, for He is the Son who provides a heavenly rest - He 3:1-4: 13
4) Better than Aaron, as His priesthood is a superior one - He 4:16-8:6

b. Tha the New Covenant issuperior, foritis
1) Based upon better promises-He 8:7-13
2) Based upon a better sanctuary - He 9:1-28
3) Based upon a better sacrifice- He 10:1-18

The purpose of the author has been to encourage his Hebrew brethren to remain true to Jesus Chrigt.
Though one may not be a Hebrew by race, the same arguments should encourage al Christians to
remain true to Jesus and abide by the conditions of the New Covenant of which He isthe Mediator...
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A Gracious Exhortation
Hebrews 10:19-25

INTRODUCTION

1.

Tothispoint in The Epistle To The Hebrews, doctrina arguments have been presented to
encourage faithfulness and steadfastness...

a. Demondrating the superiority of the Son-He 1:1-8:6

b. Iludtrating the superiority of the New Covenant - He 8:7-10:18

With He 10: 19, the author begins making application based upon these premises...
a.  Which he does through a series of exhortations and warnings
b. Such composing the remaining part of this epistle

Invs. 19-25, we find a threefold exhortation...

a. Todraw near to God

b. Tohold fast our faith

c. To gimulate one another in love and good works

-~ All based upon what Christ has done and will do for ud

[I have entitled thislesson “ A Gracious Exhortation”, for certainly each aspect of the exhortation is
based upon God' s wonderful grace bestowed upon us through Chrigt, and it reflects the tone of the
author as he makes his heartfelt gppedl. Beginning with...]

LET USDRAW NEAR IN FAITH (19-22)

A. WE ARE EXHORTED TO DRAW NEAR TO GOD...

1. To“enter theHoliet” - He 10:19
a. That heavenly place where Christ has entered! - He 9:11-12
b. Into the presence of God Himsdlf! - He 9:24

2. Tosoenter:
a. “having boldness’ (with great confidence) - He 10:19
b. “with atrue heart” (with al sncerity) - He 10:22
c. “infull assurance of faith” (without doubt) - He 10:22

-- Though not expressed explicitly, thisisacdl to draw near to God in prayer! - c¢f. He 4:16

B. THEBASISFOR THISEXHORTATION...
1. Weareableto “enter” God's presence because:

a. Jesus has consecrated “a new and living way, through the vell” - He 10:19-20
1) Thereisnow anew way to approach God in heaven, through One who lives!
2) Itismade possible by “the blood of Jesus...His flesh” (His death on the cross)

b. Jesusnow serves as“aHigh Priest over the house of God” - He 10:21
1) Whoisableto cometo our aid-He 2:17-18
2) Who sympathizes with our weakness- He 4:14-16
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3) Who ever livesto intercede in our behdf - He 7:24-25
2. But weareaso ableto “enter” God' s presence because:
a. Wehave had “our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience”’
1) Thisisan dlusion to the Old Testament practice of taking blood from the dtar and
consecrating the priests by sorinkling them with it - Exo 29:21
2) lItistheblood of Chrigt that istruly efficaciousin purging our conscience of Sn-He
9:14
b. We have had “our bodies washed with pure water”
1) Another adluson to the manner in which priests were consecrated - Exo 29:4
2) Theauthor likely has reference to baptism...
a) For baptismisreferred to as a“washing’- cf. Ac 22:16; Ep 5:26; Ti 3:5
b) Though the Sressis on theinner cleansing, not the outer - cf. 1 Pe 3:21

[With Christ as our High Priest, and our own consecration as priests through the blood of Jesus, we
should not hesitate to draw near to God in prayer and worship, looking forward to that day when we
literdly enter “through the veil” into God' s wonderful presence! For similar reasons we should aso
heed the next part of “ A Gracious Exhortation”...]

II. LET USHOLD FAST OUR HOPE (23)

A. WE ARE EXHORTED TO HOLD FAST THE CONFESSION OF OUR HOPE...
1. In Christ we have amuch “better hope” - He 6:19; 7:19
2. But thereisthe danger of apostasy - He 3:12-13; 4:11
3. For which reason we must “hold fast” the hope which we confess- He 3:6,14; 4:14
--  Indeed, we need to “hold fadt...without wavering” - He 10:23

B. A GOOD REASON TO HEED THISEXHORTATION...
1. Thefathfulness of God: “for He who promised isfaithful”- He 10:23
2. God will not fal us (He 13:5); therefore we need to emulate the faith of Sarah, who
“judged Him faithful who had promised” - He 11:11

[We can depend upon God to keep His promise. But will we remain faithful to Him? To help ensure
that we will, we need to heed the find part of “ A Gracious Exhortation”...]

II.LET USCONSI DER ONE ANOTHER (24-25)

A. INORDER TO STIR UPLOVE AND GOOD WORKS...
1. Aswe“draw near” to God and “hold fast” our hope, we are not to do so aone
2. We areto be mindful of each other and how we are doing (“consider one another”)
3. Withaview to incite or spur on (“stir up”) both “love and good works’
- Thisisreminiscent of the exhortationin He 3:12-14

B. ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH FREQUENT ASSEMBLING...
1. Animportant purpose of our assembling isto “stir up love and good works’
a. Yes, wedo come to worship and praise God
b. But we aso come to edify and exhort one another! - He 10:25a

Sermons From Hebrews 79




Mark A. Copeland

2. Therefore we must not become guilty of “forsaking the assembling of oursalves together”
a. Theword “forsake’” means*to abandon, desert”
b. I.e, to stop assembling with the saints atogether
c. Some evidently had done so (“asisthe manner of some’)
3. Exhorting one another through assembling is even more imperative “as you see the Day
approaching”
a.  Some commentators believe the “Day” referred to the destruction of Jerusalem
which occurred in A.D. 70
1) Which wasimpending at the time this epistle was written (ca. 63-65 A.D.)
2) Certainly such an event would call for encouragement through frequent assembling
b. Others suggest that the “Day” refers to the Judgment Day at the Second Coming
1) It cetainly fitsthe context of He 9:27-29; 10:27,37
2) And while one might not know the “day and hour” of His coming, we were given
some generd signsof Hiscoming - ¢f. 2 Th 2:1-8
-- Themain point isto gppreciae the va ue and necessity of our assemblies, and that forsaking
them isindicative of gpostasy!

CONCLUSION

1. With*A Gracious Exhortation” before us, we are encouraged to...
a. Draw near to God in full assurance of faith
b. Hold fast the confession of our hope
c. Congder one another to stir up to love and good works

2. Asmoativation to heed this“exhortation”, we are reminded of...
a. The“new and living way” now open to God, made possible by Jesus degth
b. TheHigh Priest who now servesfor us over the house of God
c. How we have been “ consecrated” through having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water
d. How Hewho has promised is faithful
e. How we have each other to encourage us dong
f.  Thegpproaching Day, in particular the Day of Judgment

If we truly appreciate the blessngs we now have in Chrigt, we will do dl that we can to draw closer to
God, hold fast that hope which we confess, and utilize the opportunities we have to encourage one
another in love and good works!
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A Warning Against Willful Sin
Hebrews 10:26-39

INTRODUCTION

1. Immediately following agracious exhortation to draw near to God and hold fast the confession of
our hope, we find an ominous warning...
a. Itisawarning againg “willful Sn” - He 10:26-39
b. It spesks of reaching aterrible ate in which:
1) “therelonger remains a sacrifice a sacrifice for Sns’
2) Thereis"acertain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation”

2. Isthisawarning for Chrigtians? Some would say no...
a. They believein the doctrine* once saved, always saved’
b. Who hold thet true Chritians.
1) Cannot so Snto point of being eterndly lost
2) If they begin to sin to the point where they might be logt, God will intervene and take
their life to prevent it from happening

3. Doesthe Bibleteach “ once saved, always saved’ ?
a. It teachesthe security of the believer (i.e., those who remain faithful are secure)
b. Butit dso teachesthat abeliever can become an unbeliever, a which point a person has
every reason to fear for hisor her savation! - cf. He 3:12-14

4. The posshility of gpodtasy istaught in the Bible, especidly in The Epistle To Hebrews...
a. Wehave dready seen severd warnings that imply this possibility:
1) A waning agand drifting - He 2:1-4
2) A warning againg departing - He 3:12-14
3) A warning againg disobedience - He 4:11
4) A warning agang dullness, leading to apostasy - He 5:11-6:6
b. But perhaps now, with “ A Warning Againg Willful Sin”, we learn the real danger of
losng our sdvation if we despise what we have received! - He 10: 26-39

[To seeif that isredly what the Bible teaches, let’ s begin by considering...]

. WHAT IT MEANSTO “SINWILLFULLY” (26)

A. COMPARE OTHER TRANSLATIONS...
1. “If weddiberatdy keep on snning...” (NIV)
2. “Forif wewillfully persg ingn...” (NRSV)
3. “For if we go on snning willfully...” (NASB)

B. THE SENSE OF THE GREEK ISONE OF REPEATED ACTION...
1. Implyingnotan “act” of gn, but a“state” of Sn
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a. All Chrigians have moments of weakness, or ignorantly sn-1Jn 1:8-10

b. Itisnot “inadvertent” Sn, but “ deliberate” sin that is under consideration
2. A“gate’ inwhichone...

a. Knowsthetruth - cf. He 10:26b

b. Yet choosesto ddiberady and continuoudy persst in sin!

C. CAN A TRUE CHRISTIAN EVER REACH THISPOINT? YES...
1. Notethe pronoun “we’ (the author includes himsdlf in the warning) - He 10: 26a
2. Helater describes one who was sanctified by “the blood of the covenant” - He 10:29
-- Thiswarning is directed to those who have been sanctified by the blood of Jesus!

[When one persgsin sin with “ahigh hand” (i.e,, presumptuoudy, cf. Num 15:30-31), they arein
grave danger. Thisisespecidly true when oneisa Chrigtian! What sort of danger? Consider...]

. THE CONSEQUENCESOF “WILLFUL SIN” (26-27)

A. THERE NO LONGER REMAINSA SACRIFICE FOR SIN...
1. What sacrifice is under consderation here? Christ’ s sacrifice!
2. What sacrifice no longer remains? Chrigt’s sacrifice!
-- Theblood of Chrigt isno longer available for one who persstsin “willful Sn"!

B. THAT WHICH DOESREMAIN...
1. “acetan feaful expectation of judgment” - He 10:27a
a.  One can expect ajudgment that is certain! - cf. He 9:27; Ac 17:30-31
b. One can expect ajudgment that is fear ful
1) For we must answer to Christ Himsdlf - cf. 2 Co 5:10-11
2) Andwe will be in the hands of the living God! - He 10:30-31
2. A “fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries’ - He 10:27b
a. A judgmentinvolving fire (figurative, but torment just the same) - cf. Re 218
b. A judgment involving indignation (the wrath of God) - cf. Ro 2:5-11
c. Suchajudgment will devour (not annihilate, but destroy) - Mt 10:28

[Such are the consequences of “willful an’, and the warning is directed to Christiand Is God just to
bring such a punishment upon His children who have been redeemed by the blood of His Son?
Evidently s0...]

. THE JUSTIFICATION FOR PUNISHING “WILLFUL SIN” (28-31)

A. WHAT WASREQUIRED UNDER THE OLD COVENANT...
1. Desath without mercy! - He 10:28
2. Such wasthe punishment for aparticular kind of gn:
a. Sinthat wasddiberate
1) Inwhich one“rgected Moses' law” (NKJV)
2) Inwhich one”despised Moses' law” (KJV)
b. Sinthat wasopen
1) It had to be seen by two or more
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2) For death was not rendered unless there were “two or three withesses’
-- Agan, itissnwith “ahigh hand” that is under discusson
3. While there was mercy for sins of weakness or ignorance, there was none for open and
deliberate sn under the Old Covenant!

B. WHAT ISREQUIRED UNDER THE NEW COVENANT...
1. Oneisworthy of “much worse punishment”! - He 10:29
a. What could be worse than physical degth?
b. Only “fiery indignation”! (i.e, hel)
2. Why? Because a Christian who “gnswillfully” has...
a. “trampled the Son of God underfoot”
1) Theword “trampled” comesfrom katapateo { kat-ap-at-eh'- o}
2) It “denotes contempt of the most flagrant kind” (M offat)
--  Such aperson treats Jesus who died for him like dirt!
b. *“counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing”
1) The*“blood of the covenant” clearly refersto Jesus’ blood - He 9:14-22; 13:20
2) Itisby thisblood oneis“sanctified” (i.e., made a Chrigtian)
-- Such aperson consider Jesus’ blood a “common thing™!
c. “insulted the Spirit of grace’
1) Perhaps areference to the Holy Spirit
a) Through Whom the message of sdvation was given - Jn 16:13-14
b) Through Whom our sanctification takes place-1 Co 6:11; Ti 3:5-7
2) Or perhaps referring to the spirit (disposition) of God's unmerited favor
--  Whichever, a person who openly and deliberately sins “inqults’ God' s grace!
3. This passage clearly teaches two things:
a. That aChrigian can s0 Sin asto reach this point of open rebelion against Jesus!
b. That the punishment reserved for such is*“worse than death'’!

C. THISISCONSISTENT WITH GOD’SNATURE...
1. Isn't God aGod of love? Of course! - cf. 1.Jn 4:8
2. But HeisdsoaGod of justice, One who judges His people - He 10:30
a. Towho muchisgiven, muchisrequired - Lk 12:47-48
b. Those who despise His love, set themsalves up to be recipients of Hiswrath - Ro 2:4-6
3. Theaeoreit truly is“afearful thing to fal into the hands of the living God” - He 10:31; df.
He 12:28,29

[What can we do to ensure that we do not become guilty of “willful an’? In the remaining verses of
chapter ten, | believe wefind the answer...]

IV.THE SOLUTION TO AVOIDING “WILLFUL SIN” (32-39)

A. REMEMBER YOUR EARLY CONFIDENCE...
1. Thewriter reminds his Hebrew readers of their “former days’ ...
a. Those days after they were “illuminated” (enlightened) - He 10:32
1) l.e, shortly after their conversion
2) Inthedaysof Judtin (ca 167 A.D.), thisterm was a synonym for baptism
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b. Those daysin which they were “made a spectecle’ - He 10:32-34
1) By ther own sufferings
2) And by sharing in the sufferings of others, including those of the author
a) Inwhom they had compasson in his chains
b) Inwhich they “joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods’
--  Knowing that they had “a better and enduring possesson” in heaven!
It is such confidence they must be careful not to “cast avay” - He 10:35
a. To"“cast away’ isthe opposte of “hold fast”
b. Onlyin“holding fast” our confidenceis there “ greet reward” - cf. He 3:6,14
Likewise, we need to rekindle thefire of that newfound faith we had when we first
responded to the gospd! - cf. Re 2:4-5

B. ENDURE TO THE END...

1.

Endurance is needed to do God' swill, if we wish to receive the promise - He 10: 36

a. FortheLordiscoming-He 10:37

b. Andthejud livesby faith - He 10:38

-- If we draw back (become unfaithful), the Lord will not be pleased!

The author spesks of his own confidence - He 10:39

a. Heisnot of those “who draw back to perdition” (who cast away their faith)

b. But of those “who bdieveto saving of the soul” (who remain faithful to the end)

We too need to “bedieve to the saving of the soul”, or to put it in the words of Jesus, “be
fathful unto deeth” - cf. Re 2:10

CONCLUSION

1.

We can look forward with great anticipation to the “saving of the soul”, if we...

a. Remember (and rekindle) that confidence early in our converson
b. Endure to the end with the faith that saves

But with “ A Warning Againg Willful Sin”, we must never forget that one can...
a. Hdl from grace!

b. Fdl into the hands of the living God!

--  Whichisaterifying thing!

How much better, though, to be “uphed” by the hand of God, asthe Psamist wrote:

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delightsin his
way. Though hefall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds
him with Hishand.” - Psa 37:23,24

Such isthe case of those who remain strong in their faith and trust inthe Lord. Are we believing to the
saving of the soul...?
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Faith That Pleases God
Hebrews 11:1-7

INTRODUCTION

1. A key concernin thisepidle isthat Christians remain srong in faith...
a. Thereisthe danger of developing “a heart of unbdief” - He 3:12
b. It wasthelack of faith that destroyed Israel in the wilderness- He 3:16-19

2. Inchapter ten, we saw...
a.  Anexhortation to “draw near with atrue heart in full assurance of faith” - He 10:22
b. An admonition to have that faith which endures to the end - He 10:35-39; cf. 6:11-12

3. But one might ask...
a. Wha isthis“fath’ which leads “to the saving of the soul”?
b. How doesthisfaith manifest itsdf in the lives of those who possessit?

4. Inchapter eleven, we find the answer to such questions...
a. Withaddfinition of faith- cf. He 11:1
b. With amention of how necessary faith isto please God - cf. He 11:6
c. With examples of Old Testament saints who demondrating saving faith - He 11: 3-40

[In this lesson, we shdl focus our attention on the first seven verses as we examine the “ Faith That
Pleases God”. Inverses 1-3, we see...]

. FAITH EXPLAINED (1-3)

A. FAITH ISCONFIDENCE AND CONVICTION...
1. “Now fathisthe substance of things hoped for...” (NKJV)
a. The Greek word trandated “substance”’ ishupostasis { hoop-os -tas-is}
b. Literdly, it means*“to stand under”, i.e., to be afoundation
c. Astrandaedin He 3:14, it means*“ confidence”; i.e, firm trust, assurance
d. Other trandationsilludrate that the main ideaiis “confidence’...
1) “Now fathisbeing sure of what we hopefor...” (NIV)
2) “Now faith isthe assurance of things hoped for...” (NRSV, NASB)
2. *“..theevidence of things not seen.” (NKJV)
a. The Greek word trandated “evidence’ iselegchos { d’-eng-khos}
b. It means* conviction”
c. How other versonstrandate this phrase...
1) “certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
2) “theconviction of things not seen.” (NRSV, NASB)

B. PERTAINING TO THINGSHOPED FOR AND NOT SEEN...
1. Faithisconfidence about things hoped for, such as...
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a. Thecoming of our Lord - Ti 2:13

b. The resurrection of the dead - Ac 24:15

-- It wasthiskind of confidence possessed by the OT saints that pleased God - He 11:2
2. Fathis conviction about things we have not seen, such as...

a. Theexigence of God: “whom no manhasseenor cansee” -1 Ti 6:16

b. How the world began: “the worlds were framed by the word of God” - He 11:3

-- Ye fathisthat strong conviction that such metters are true

[Asexpressed in ver se 2, the “eders obtained a good testimony” because of ther faith. Therest of the
chapter isfilled with illustrations of the faith possessed by these “dlders’. Thefirg three mentioned were
“antediluwvians” (living before the flood), and in them we see.. ]

II. FAITH EXEMPLIFIED (4-5, 7)

A. THE TESTIMONY OF ABEL (“FAITH WORSHIPPING")...
1. By fath he “offered to God a more excelent sacrifice than Can” -He 11:4
a. Thereferenceisto Gen 4:3-5
1) Can'soffering was*“of the fruit of the ground”
2) Abd’soffering was “of the firstborn of hisflock and of their fat.”
3) Itissaidthe Lord “respected” Abd’'s offering, but not Cain's
b. Why did God respect Abdl’s offering, but not Cain’s?
1) It may have been that God had specified an animd sacrifice
2) It may be Cain offered “Ieftovers’, while Abd offered his best (the firstborn)
3) Can'sattitude may have been wrong; he certainly showed himself proneto display
envy and hatred, capable of murder!
4) Perhaps most likely, Abel offered hiswith “faith” while Cain did not
2. Through faith Abel “obtained witnessthat he wasrighteous’ - He 11:4
a.  God cetanly tedtified of his righteousness in showing respect to his offering
b. Jesus dso bore witness to the righteousness of Abd - Mt 23:35
c. TheaposleJohnaso-1Jn 3:12
3. Through hisfaith, “he being dead <till spesks’ -He 11:4
a. Hisexample of faith was written for our learning - cf. Ro 15:4
b. Hisexample of faith continues to warn us in regards to worshipping God

B. THE TESTIMONY OF ENOCH (“FAITH WALKING")...
1. By hisfaith, Enoch “was trandated so that he did not see death” - He 115
a. Thehigoricd reference dluded tois Gen 5:24
b. Like Elijah, he did not experience death - cf. 2 Kin 2:1-11
2. Hisfathwassuch that “he pleased God” - He 11:5
a. Wha God found pleasing isthat he “waked with God” - Gen 5:21,24
b. Hisexample of fath illustrates the vaue of waking with God throughout life

C. THETESTIMONY OF NOAH (“FAITH WORKING")...
1. By fath Noah “moved with godly fear” - He 11:7
a. Thescripturd background is Gen 6:1-22
b. God warned him about “things not seen” (cf. He 11:1); i.e,, the coming flood
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c. Hisconfidence (faith) in what God said would happen prompted him to act with
reverence toward God
By faith Noah “ prepared an ark for the saving of his household” - He 11:7
a. Hisfaith moved him to build the ark
b. Through such faith working, Noah...
1) *“condemned the world”
a) Hisown example of faithfulness stood in stark contrast to others
b) His obedience magnified the lack of obediencein others
-- Judt as Nineveh will condemn those who did not listen to Jesus - Mt 12:41
2) “became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith”
a) Herecaved that sanding of being right in God' s eyes
b) It washisfaith that so pleased God!

[From the examples of these “antediluviai’” saints we learn that the faith is a srong conviction that
wor ships God properly, walks with Him in life, and wor ks as He directs. That such faith is necessary
to please God is evident as we go back to ver se six and notice...]

[11.FAITH EMPHAS ZED (6)

A. WITHOUT FAITH IT ISIMPOSS BLE TO PLEASE GOD...

1.
2.
3.

We have seen Abd, Enoch, and Noah “obtained a good testimony” by their faith

Of Enoch in particuler it issaid “he pleased God” - He 11:5

Whether we are worshipping, waking, or working, faith must be the motivating factor
behind it dl

Without faith, then, thereis nothing we can do that will please God!

B. THE FAITH WHICH PLEASES GOD...

1.

Includes conviction “that believes that God is’

a. Wemug believe thereisa God, and He is the God of the Bible

b. Though we do not see Him, we have conviction in “things not seen” - He 11:1b

Includes confidence “that He isarewarder of those who diligently seek Him”

a. Wemust believe that God acts on the part of those seek after Him - cf. 1 Chr 28:9;
2Chr 16:9

b. Itisregarding such “things hoped for”, that we must have confidence- He 11:1a

Such wasthefaith seen in thelives of Abel, Enoch, and Noah; one might ask, how

do we develop such faith today...?

C. HOW SUCH FAITH ISDEVELOPED...

1.

It is not the result of “credulity”

a. A common misconception isthat faith is“blind”

b. That thereisno logic or reason to faith, one amply “believes’

But faith as described in the Bible is the result of “evidence’!

a. Fathin God isthe result of evidence provided viacredtion - Ro 1:20; Psa 19:1

b. Fathin Jesusisthe result of evidence provided viarevdation - Jn 20:30-31

--  Cetanly the “antediluvian’ saints had such evidence, including God spegking to them
directly!
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3. Today, faith comes*by hearing the word of God” - Ro 10:17
a. Theword of God presents evidence to believe in God and Jesus
b. Such asfulfilled prophecy, eyewitness testimony, etc.
c. Through God sword, we can develop the kind of faith (conviction) which pleases God!
-cf.Ro 15:4

CONCLUSION

1. Thefath which leads“to the saving of the soul” is one that includes...
a. A grong conviction that God is
b. A strong confidence that He will reward those who diligently seek Him

2. ltisthesamekind of faith that we seein...
a. Abd, in how he worshipped God
b. Enoch, in how he waked with God
c. Noah, in how he worked for God

3. Do you have that samekind of faith today?

a. If youdo not, let the power of God' sword create such faith in you...
1) It will help produce fath in the existence of God!
2) It will help produce faith in Jesus as His Son who died for you!

b. If you do, then let it affect the manner in which you...
1) Worship God
2) Wak with God
3) Work for God
-- Asreveded through His Son Jesus Chrigt

With theright kind of faith, we can have the assurance thét...
¢ Godispleasd
+  Weare hers*“of the righteousness which is according to faith”

+ Wetoo might one day “obtain agood testimony”!

Sermons From Hebrews 88



Mark A. Copeland

Faith That Embraces The Promises
Hebrews 11;8-22

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefird seven ver ses of the eleventh chapter, we saw...
a. Fathexplained...
1) Asconfidence of things hoped for
2) Asconviction of things not seen
b. Fathexemplified...
1) InAbd (fath worshipping)
2) In Enoch (faith waking)
3) InNoah (faith working)
c. Fathemphasized...
1) Without which it isimpossible to please God
2) We must believe He exigts, and rewards those who diligently seek Him

2. Another aspect of our faith pertainsto “ the promises’ in which we hope...
a. Wearewarned not to fall short of what has been promised - He 4:1
b. Fath (dong with patience) is necessary to inherit the promises- He 6:11-12

3. Thefath which pleases God, then, is one that embraces God's promises...
a. Inverses8-22, welearn of the faith of those who “embraced the promises’
b. Because of ther faith, “God is not ashamed to be caled their God”

[Do we have the sort of faith that makes God unashamed to be called our God? To answer this
question, let’s use the text of our study to review...]

|. THE FAITH OF THE PATRIARCHS (8-12,17-22)

A. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM...
1. By fath he“obeyed” -He 11:8
a. When God cdled him to leave his country, he obeyed the voice of the Lord
1) Eventhough at firgt he did not know where he was going
2) Thisisagood example of conviction in “things not seen”!
b. Herewe learn that faith and obedience are not contradictory terms
1) Indeed, Jesusisthe “author of eterna savation to dl who obey Him” - He 5:9
2) Isour fath an “obedient faith” like Abraham’s? - cf. Lk 6:46
2. By fath he“sojourned” - He 11:9-10
a. Hisfath required him to live “asin aforeign country”
1) Eventhough it was the “land of promise’, he and his descendants could not have it
for four hundred years - cf. Gen 13:14-17; 15:13-21
2) Hetherefore patiently waited for the city “whaose builder and maker is God”
a) Thissuggests that the promises he embraced were more than just those
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pertaining to the land of Canaan
b) Later, wewill confirm that he had a heavenly hope as well!
b. Our fath requires usto live “asin aforeign country”
1) For wetoo are“sojourners and pilgrims’ - 1 Pe 2:11
2) Isour fath a“sojourning fath” like Abraham’'s? - cf. He 13:14
3. By fath he“offered up Issac” - He 11:17-19
a. Hisfath required him to be willing to offer that which was closest to him
1) Hisson, Isaac - Gen 22:1-19
a) Through whom the promises he embraced were to be fulfilled
b) He assumed that God would raise Isaac from the dead, if need be, in order to
keep His promises
2) Thusheillugtrated that confidence “in things hoped for”!
b. Our fath often requires forsaking that which is closest to us
1) Our loved ones, even our own lifel - cf. Lk 14:26-33
2) Isour fath an “offering faith” like Abraham’s? - cf. Ro 12:1-2

B. THE FAITH OF SARAH...

1. By faith she recaived strength to conceive achild - He 11:11-12
a.  Though beyond the norma age of childbearing - Gen 18:1-3; 21:1-7
b. Though she laughed when she firgt heard of God' s promise, she later “judged Him

fathful who had promised’

c. Through her faith, the promises of a great nation were fulfilled!

2. Ouwr faith requires looking to God for strength, and trusting He will provide
a. Wemust look to God to “find grace to help in time of need” - He 4:16
b. Isour fath a“recaving fath’ like Sarah's? - cf. Ph 4:13

C. THEFAITH OF ISAAC...
1. He blessad Jacob and Esau regarding things to come - He 11: 20; cf. Gen 27:1-40
2. Thisillugrates how Isaec by faith “embraced” the promises

D. THE FAITH OF JACOB...
1. Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph when he was dying - He 11:21; cf. Gen 48:14-20
2. Hisblessng involved the promises of God, showing how he embraced them aso

E. THE FAITH OF JOSEPH...
1. When hewasdying, Joseph:
a. Made mention of the departure of Isragl out of Egypt
b. Gaveingructions concerning hisbones - He 11:22; cf. Gen 50:24-26
2. Insodoing, he demondgtrated that he had “embraced the promises’!

[Such was the faith of the patriarchs. | purposely skipped ver ses 13-16, for what is said there not only
appliesto Abraham and Sarah, but to Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Aswe now turn to those verses, we

learn in particular...]

II. HOW THEIR FAITH PLEASED GOD (13-16)
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A. THEY EMBRACED THE PROMISES... - He 11:13-16a
1. They did not receive the promises during their lifetime
a. Yet with fath they could see them afar off
b. They fredy confessed to be strangers and pilgrims on the earth
1) Thisimpliesthat they sought ahomedand
2) But what they desired was a better one, indeed a heavenly country
2. Therefore, they died “in faith” (i.e., holding fast to the promises)

B. THEREFORE GOD ISNOT ASHAMED OF THEM... - He 11:16b
1. Heisnot ashamed to be called their God
a. Heiswdl pleasad with them
b. It wasther faith embracing the promises that pleased Him
2. Hehas prepared acity for them
a. What they waited for, He has prepared - cf. He 11: 10
b. That which He has prepared is what we look for, too - cf. He 13:14
1) I.e, the new heavens and new earth - cf. 2 Pe 3:13
2) Inwhich will bethe“New Jerusdem,” that “greet city...descending out of heaven”
- cf. Re 21:1-3,10ff
3) Indeed, even now in a sense we have *come to Mount Zion and to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusdem...” - He 12:22-24

CONCLUSION

1. What kind of faith pleases God? Certainly a..
a. Worshipping faith like that of Abel
b. Walking faith like that of Enoch
c. Working faith like that of Noah
...but also aWaiting faith seen in the patriarchs (Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph)!

2. Thefaith that pleases God is one that “ embraces the promises’ made by God...
a. Pdiently waiting for their ultimate fulfillment, even if it doesit hgppen in one’ slifeime
b. But with conviction and confidence of “things hoped for” and “things of unseen”...
1) Wewill “obey” Hiscdling
2) Wewill “sojourn” here on earth
3) Wewill “offer” up whatever He asks of us
4) Wewill “receive strength” to do whatever He bids us
5) Andwe will “make mention” of His promises from generation to generation!

3. Thisisthekind of faith...
a. Inthose“who bdieve to the saving of the soul” - He 10:39
b. Inthose of whom “God is not ashamed to be cdled their God” -He 11:16

May the Lord grant us grace and mercy to develop thiskind of saving faith!
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Faith That Overcomes The World
Hebrews 11:23-40

INTRODUCTION

1. What kind of faith leads “to the saving of the soul” (He 10:39)?

a

Itis® Faith That Pleases God” - He 11:1-7

1) That has confidence and conviction in things hoped for, in things unseen

2) That believes God is, and that He rewards those who seek Him

3) Tha worshipslike Abel, waks like Enoch, and works like Noah

Itis* Faith That Embraces The Promises’ - He 11:8-22

1) Obeying God when He cdlls, even it means sojourning as a pilgrim, or sacrificing that which
is mogt preciousto you (Abraham)

2) Receving drength from God to do Hiswill (Sar ah)

3) Dedaring the promises of God from generation to generation (I saac, Jacob, Joseph)

2. Savingfathisaso “ Faith That Overcomes The World”, concerning which...

a
b.

The apostle John wrotein 1 Jn 5:4-5
We have many examplesin He 11:23-40

[Inthe lagt hdf of chapter eeven, then, we are reminded how in the Old Testament those with faith were
able to “overcome the world”. How such faith overcame the world may vary. To see how, let’ sbegin
by noticing...]

|. FAITHIN THE GENERATION OF THE EXODUS (23-31)

A.

THE FAITH OF MOSES PARENTS... (23)
1. They hid Maoses for three months - ¢f. Exo 2:1-3; Ac 7:20
a. They saw hewas a“beautiful” (“good”, “proper”, “not ordinary”) child
b. They were not afraid of Pharaoh's command - cf. Exo 1:22
2. It wasther fath that gave them courage to withstand the king' s ediict
--  With such a small beginning, by faith they “ overcame the world” of Egypt

THE FAITH OF MOSES... (24-28)
1. Herefused to be caled the son of Pharaoh's daughter - He 11:24-26
a. Hechoseto suffer afliction with God' s people rather than enjoy sin’s temporary
pleasures
b. He esteemed the reproaches of Christ more vauable than the treasures of Egypt
--  Through faith “he looked to the reward” (he had confidence in “things hoped for”, i.e,
that heavenly reward)
2. Heforsook Egypt - He 11:27
a. It wasnot the wrath of the king that he feared
b. Itwastheinvisble God hefeared - cf. Mt 10:28
--  Through faith “he endured” (he had conviction in “things unseen”, i.e,, God)
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3. Hekept the Passover and sprinkling of blood - He 11:28
a. Hebdieved in God s warning regarding the desth of the firstborn- Exo 12:1-30
b. Hehad Israd sprinkle the blood of the lamb on the lintels and door posts

-- By faith, Moses“ overcametheworld” of Egyptian bondage!

C. THE FAITH OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL ... (29-30)

1. They passed through the Red Sea- He 11:29
a. They waked through it on dry land - Exo 14:21-22
b. The Egyptians who followed them perished in the sea - Exo 14:23-28

2. They destroyed the city of Jericho - He 11:30
a. They waked around the city for seven days - Josh 6:1-20
b. Thirteen timesthey encircled the city, showing their faith in God rather than in their own

military might
-- By faith, Israel “ overcametheworld” of Egypt and Palestine!

D. THE FAITH OF RAHAB THE HARLOT... (31)
1. Shehad received the two spies from Isragl with peace - Josh 2:1-24
2. Therefore she did not perish with the unbdievers - cf. Josh 6:22-25
-- By faith, Rahab “ overcametheworld” of sin and unbelief!

[Through faith, Isradl recelve the promised land as God had told Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Josh
21:43-45). Inthe process, by faith they overcame what obstacles the world placed before them. Even
a Gentile snner like Rahab became arecipient of the promise by her faith. But the need for faith did not
stop there. Aswe continue, we see examples of...]

II. FAITH IN THE LAND OF PROMI SE (32-40)

A. A SAMPLE LIST OF HEROES OF FAITH... (32
1. Thereisnot enough time for the author to describe the faith of othersin detall
2. Suchas
a.  Judgeslike Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah
b. A king like David
c. A prophet like Samud, and the rest of the prophets
-- But what the author does provide is that which follows...

B. ASUMMARY LIST OF WHAT FAITH ACCOMPLISHED... (33-37)
1. Through faith, people such asthese...
a. “Subdued kingdoms’
1) Joshua, in conquering Pdegtine - Josh 12:7-24
2) David, in conquering neighboring nations - 2 Sam 5:4-25; 8:1-14
b. “Worked righteousness’ (administered justice)
1) Samud, asjudge-1 Sam 12:4
2) David, asking - 2 Sam 8:15
3) Solomon, asking -1 Kin 3:28
c. “Obtained promises’ - The nation of Isradl, receiving the promised land - Josh 21:
43-45; 23:14
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d. “Stopped the mouths of lions’
1) Samson - Judg 14:6
2) David, protecting sheep - 1 Sam 17:34-37
3) Danid, inthelions’ den - Dan 6:21-22
e. “Quenched the violence of fire’ - Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego, in the fiery furnace
- Dan 3:23-25
f. “Escaped the edge of the sword”
1) David, fleeing King Saul - 1 Sam 23:19-29
2) Elijeh, fleeing Jezebd -1 Kin 19:8-10
3) Elisha, whom the King of Isragl wanted murdered - 2 Kin 6:31-32
h. “Out of weakness were made strong”
1) Samson, after his hair was cut - Judg 16:29-30
2) Hezekiah, who was given fifteen years of life-1sa 38:1-8
i. “Becamevdiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of diens’
1) David, in defeating Goliath - 1 Sam 17:50
2) Jehoshaphat, in defesting Edom - 2 Chr 20:1-30
3) Hezekiah, whose faith led to the daughter of 185,000 Assyrian soldiers - 2 Kin 19:
1-36
2. Alsothrough fath...
a. “Women received their dead raised to life again”
1) Thewidow of Zarephath, viaElijah-1Kin 17:17-24
2) The Shunamite womean, via Elisha- 2 Kin 4:8-37
b. “Otherswere tortured, not accepting deliverance, to obtain a better resurrection”
1) Eleazar, in the Maccabean period (between the Testaments) - 2 M acc 6:30
2) Also, seven brothers and their mother tortured by Antiochus Epiphanes
- 2Macc 7:9-36
--  Such events would have been well known by the Hebrew readers
c. “Othershad trids of mockings, scourgings, chains and imprisonment”
1) Micaah, the prophet - 1 Kin 22:24-28
2) Jeremiah, the prophet - Jer 20:1-3; 37:11-21; 38:1-13
d. Somewere
1) “Stoned” - Zechariah, son of Jehoidathe priest - 2 Chr 24:20-22
2) “Sawnintwo’ - the prophet Isaiah, according to tradition
3) “Tempted” - Danid, asayouth - Dan 1:8-21
4) “Yanwiththesword” - Uriahthe prophet - Jer 26:20-23
e. Some wandered about:
1) “Inshegpskins and goatskins’ - Elijah - 2 Kin 1.8
2) “Being deditute, afflicted, tormented” - Elijah - 2 Kin 17:2-6; 18:9-10

C. WHAT THESE PEOPLE RECEIVED BY THEIR FAITH... (38-40)

1. Certainly not the praise of theworld! - He 11:38
a. Many had to wander in deserts and mountains, live in dens and caves (Elijah)
b. Butintruth, theworld is not worthy of them!

2. They did obtain agood testimony... - He 11:39a
a. Asdated regarding the eldersin He 112
b. Asdated regarding Enoch - He 11:5

Sermons From Hebrews A




Mark A. Copeland

3. Ye they did not obtain “the promise’ during their lifetime - He 11:39b-40
a. They did receive some of the promises, such as the promised land - c¢f. He 11:33
b. But they did not recelve “the” promise
1) They did not live to see the coming of the promised Ddliverer (Christ)
2) Nor did they experience the “perfection” which Chrigt now offers
a) TheLaw could not make them “perfect” - cf. He 9:9-10; 10:1-4
b) But Chrigt can! - cf. He 9:11-14; 10:11-14
4. What they did not receive during therr lifetime, they did with the coming of Chrigt!
a. For Chrigt died to redeem them aswell asusl - He 9:15
b. They are now made “perfect” just aswe are- He 11:40; cf. 10:14; 12:22-24
1) Note the phrase “the spirits of just men made perfect” in He 12:23
2) Thosewho in the past “should not be made perfect apart from us’ arein Christ
“meade perfect”!

CONCLUSION

1. Through faith, they truly overcame the world...
a. Sometimesther victory was miraculous, often it was not
c. Thar ultimate victory wasthat they “died in fath’ - He 11:13-16
--  And now, they enjoy thefruit of faith: blissin the presence of the Lamb! - cf. Re 7:9-17

2. Through faith, we can dso overcome the world...
a. Fathin Jesusasthe Son of God will give usthevictory! - 1.Jn 5:4-5
1) Victory over theworld’s temptations
2) Victory over the world’s persecutions
b. The victorieswe win may not be asimpressive as those listed in this chapter, but if we are
“fathful until death”, the reward will be the same! - cf. Re 2:10
May this great chapter with its heroes of faith, serve to motivate usto grow in the faith which...
+ Pleases God!
¢+ Embraces The Promises!

+ QOvecomesTheWorld!

We may not win the praise the world, but we will recaeive the praise of God, for such is the faith which
leads “to the saving of the soul”!
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Running The Race Of Faith
Hebrews 12:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. Throughout our study, we have noted the emphasis on being steadfast in our fath...
a. Thewarning againg developing unbelief - He 3:12-15
b. The need for afaith that endures - He 6:11-12; 10:36-39
c. Inchapter eleven, we were reminded of many who had thiskind of faith

2. Thisemphasis continues, with our own life of faith described asarace...
a. Inwhich we are*surrounded by so great acloud of withesses’ - He 12:1
1) The*“cdoud of withesses’ refers to those mentioned in the previous chapter
2) l.e, those Old Testament saints like Abraham, Moses, etc.
b. Inwhat way arethey “witnesses’?
1) Whilethe word can mean “ spectator”, it is not likely so used here
a) That would suggest they are now “looking down” on us from heaven
b) But thereisno indication the dead know whét is going on earth - cf. Ecc 9:5
c) Whilethey may have “memory” of what happened (cf. Lk 16:28), their attention
isfocusad upon their present condition - cf. Re 7:9-17
2) Theword can dso refer to those who “ bear witness”
a) By thair lives, they have borne witness to the vaue of faith - cf. He 11:1-40
b) By therr exemplary lives, they encourage usin “ Running The Race Of Faith”!

[Aswe seek to follow in the footsteps of others who have successfully “run the race of faith’, there are
three things necessary as presented in our text. Thefirst oneis...]

|. WENEED TO LAY SOME THINGSASIDE (1)

A. NOTE THE COMPARISON TO RUNNING...
1. The runner who seeksto win:
a.  Losesasmuch weight as possible without hurting performance
b. Wearsdothing that islight and dlows freedom of movement
2. Excessweight, chafing clothing, etc., can be the difference between victory or defeat!

B. WE TOO MUST LAY SOME THINGSASIDE...
1. “every weight”
a. |l.e, thingswhich would dow us down in our spiritud progress
1) Such as*carousing, drunkenness, and cares of thislife” - Lk 21:34-36
2) Also, “anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language...” - cf. Co 3:8; 1 Pe 2:1-2;
Jal:21l
b. Such things make “running the race of faith’ difficult, if not impossble
2. “thesnwhich so easlly ensnares us’
a Anyanddl snsshould belaid asde
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b. From the context, | understand “the” sin to be the “sin of unbdlief”
1) The epistle was written to encourage faithfulness to Christ and His covenant
2) We've seen warnings againg unbdlief - He 3:12-13
3) When one no longer believes, theraceislod! - cf. He 10:26-39

[With afull assurance of faith, and with every hindrance laid asde, we can “ Run The Race Of Faith”
as God intended. But as we comprehend the true nature of the “course” set before us, we can
gppreciate the need for the element of endurance...]

. WE NEED TO HAVE ENDURANCE (1)

A. THE RACE OF FAITH ISA MARATHON, NOT A SPRINT...
1. It doesnot require one quick burst of energy, in which the race is soon over
2. This“race” requires asustained effort over along period of time

B. ENDURANCE ISA NECESSARY QUALITY...

1. Jesus often taught His disciples concerning the need for endurance (i.e., patience)
a. Inthe parable of The Sower - Lk 8:12
a. Inpreparing the disciples for the Limited Commission - Mt 10:22
b. InHisdiscourse on the Mount of Olives- Mt 24:13

2. Thewriter to the Hebrews had stressed this virtue earlier
a. Inwhich he gppealed to the example of Abraham - He 6:11-15
b. Inwhich he quoted from the passage in Habakkuk - He 10:36-39

3. We can develop such patience with the help of the Scriptures- Ro 15:4
a. Asweread of the faithfulness of God Who fulfills His promises
b. Asweread of the ultimate end of those persevered in faithfulness

[Paul wrote that eternd life would be given “to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for
glory, honor, and immortdity” (Ro 2:7). Therefore, enduranceis required for successfully running this
“race of faith’! Equaly important is where we have our mind focused aswe run therace...]

I11.WE NEED TO FOCUS ON JESUS (2-3)

A. WEMUST “LOOK UNTO JESUS’ ...
1. Our focus must be upon the Lord aswe “run the race’
a  Wemight “glance” at others (cf. He 11)
b. But weareto “gaze” upon the Lord Savior (Bdievers Study Bible)
c. Assuggested by this“Formula For Spiritual Success’:
1) If youwant to be distressed -- look within
2) If you want to be defeated -- look back
3) If you want to be distracted -- look around
4) If you want to be dismayed -- look ahead
5) If you want to be ddivered -- look up! - cf. Co 3:1-2
2. For Jesusis “the author and finisher of our faith” - cf. He 2:10
a. Heisthe beginning and the end, the first and the lagt, the Alpha and the Omega - Re 1:
8,11
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b. Hehasblazed thetrail for us..
1) By having run the race Himsdlf
a) Asaforerunner He has entered the heavenly sanctuary - He 6:19-20
b) He has opened a“new and living way” for us - He 10:20
2) And now He hdpsusto finishit oursdves- cf. He 7:25
3. He succeeded in running the race by looking at “the joy set before Him”
a. The*“joy” that ingoired Him was likely that privilege of being seated at God' s right hand
- cf. Psa 16:9-11; Ac 2:25-31
b. With theanticipation of such “joy”, Jesus...
1) “endured the cross’ (the physica pain)
2) “despised the shame’ (the emotiond and spiritud agony)
-- Just as Jesuslooked at thejoy set before Him, so we must ook to Jesus!

B. WEMUST “CONSIDER HIM™...
1. Wemust consder how He endured, not only on the cross, but even before! - He 11:3
a. How He “endured such hodtility from snners against himsdlf”
b. Thishodility is something He experienced frequently - cf. Lk 4:28-29; 11:15-16,
53-54; 16:14
2. Meditating upon our Lord will prevent us from becoming “weary and discouraged in your
souls’
a.  We cannot run with endurance if we become weary and discouraged
b. But aswe consder the Lord and His example (in itsdf aform of “waiting upon the
Lord"), we shdl not grow weary nor faint - cf. I sa 40:31

CONCLUSION

1. “Running The Race Of Faith” requires both negative and positive dements...
a. Negdaivey, we must |lay asde things which would hinder us
b. Pogtively, we must keep our focus on Jesus who has made our sdvation possible

2. Inboth cases, the Word of God (the Bible) iscrucid...
a. Forinitwelearn what sort of thingswe must lay asde
b. Forinitwelearn about our Lord, what He endured, how His example should inspire us

3. Haveyou lost your endurance? Have you grown weary in “ Running The Race Of Faith” ?
a. Let the Bible hdp you examine what “baggage” should be |eft aside!
b. Let the Bible hep you learn about Jesus whose own example can encourage you to continue on
with perseverance!

Remember what we read earlier...

“For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God,
you may receive the promise...” (Hebrews 10:36)
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The Chastening Of The Lord
Hebrews12:4-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Inencouraging hisreadersto “run the race that is set before us’, the author of The Epistle To The
Hebr ews mentions the need for endurance...
a.  Suggesting that the “race” will not dways be an easy one-He 12:1
b. Indeed, our “forerunner” Himsdf had to endure hotility from sinners and eventudly the cross
- He12:2-3

2. They were reminded that they had yet to endure as much asthe Lord...
a. They had “not yet ressted to bloodshed, striving againg sn” - He 12:4
b. Though they had earlier endured “a great sruggle with sufferings’ - He 10:32-34
--  Because persecutions were likely to intensify, they needed “endurance” - He 10:35-36

3. Tohdp them in this regard, he reminds them of “ The Chastening Of The Lord” ...
a. By quoting awdl-known passage in the book of Proverbs- He 12:5-6
b. By expounding upon the purpose of the Lord' s chastening - He 12:7-11
--  Understanding how the Lord might use hardships, even persecutions, to “chasten” them for their
good, would serve to encourage them to endure

4. What doesthe word “chasten” mean?
a. The Greek word is paideia { pahee-di’-ah}
b. IntheKJV, itisvarioudy trandated as “chastening, nurture, indruction, chastisement”
c. Thayer definesthe word in thisway:

1) “thewhaletraining and education of children (which relaes to the cultivation of mind and
moras, and employsfor this purpose now commands and admonitions, now reproof and
punishment)”

2) “whatever in adults dso cultivates the soul, esp. by correcting mistakes and curbing
passions’

a) “indruction which ams & increasing virtue’
b) “acc. to hiblicad usage chastisement, chagtening, (of the evils with which God vidts men
for thair amendment)”

[Inthislesson, | wish to focus on “ The Chastening Of The Lord”, using thistext in Hebrews as the
basisfor our study. To begin, let me stress...]

|. THE“FACT” OF THE LORD’'SCHASTENING

A. SOME DENY THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD...
1. Bdieving tha aloving God would never bring suffering to His children
2. Bdieving that any suffering is solely due to the influence of Satan
a. Assome have o interpreted the Book of Job
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b. Yet because Satan himsdf could not do anything unless God dlowed it, Job's adversity
came ultimately fromthe Lord - cf. Job 42:11

B. THEBIBLE CLEARLY TEACHESTHE CHASTENING OF THE LORD...
1. Inthe Old Testament:

a “You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD your God
chastensyou.” - Deu 8:5

b. “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction; For
whom the LORD l|oves He corrects, Just as afather the son in whom he delights.” - Pro
3:11-12

2. Inthe New Testament:

a. “For if wewould judge oursaves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged,
we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.” - 1 Co
11:31-32

b. “Asmany as| love, | rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zedous and repent.” - Re 3:19

c. And of course, our entire text under consideration - He 12:4-11
1) Especidly verses 7-8
2) Which gate that al of God's children must experience chagtening!

[The“fact” of the Lord' s chastening cannot be questioned by anyone who acceptsthe Bible. At this
point, let’s consder “how” God might chasten His children.. ]

I[I. THE“HOW” OF THE LORD’SCHASTENING

A. CHASTENING IN THE FORM OF “INSTRUCTIVE DISCIPLINE" ...
1. Thereisboth “ingructive” and “corrective” chastening (discipline)
2. “Indructive” chastening is designed to prevent the need for “corrective” chagtening
3. Indructive discipline is seen most often in the form of “teaching”
a. Intheform of warnings, admonitions
b. ThusJesus could “clear’ (purify) His disciples through His teaching - Jn 15:2-3
c. Through Hiswords Jesus sought to chasten the Laodiceans - Re 3:15-19
-- Oneway, then, that God chastens usis through His Word!
4. But indructive discipline can dso bein the form of “tribulation’
a. Inthecaseof Job...
1) Hissuffering was not because he needed correction - cf. Job 1:1,8
2) Ye God dlowed it, knowing it would make him a better man
b. Inthe case of the early Chrigtians..
1) Persecution waslooked upon as aform of chastisement - cf. He 12:4-6
2) Ther persecution for the cause of Christ was not because they were wicked
3) But God alowed it, knowing that it would make them stronger - cf. Ro 5:3-4; Ja
1:2-4; 1 Pe5:8-10
--  Another way, then, that God chastens us is through persecution for Christ’ s sake!

B. CHASTENING IN THE FORM OF “CORRECTIVE DISCIPLINE" ...
1. When “ingructive” discipline is not heeded, “corrective” discipline follows
2. Note the example of Judah and Israd!:
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Failure to heed God’ s word would bring judgment upon Judah - Amo 2:4-5
God made repeated efforts to bring Israel back to Him - Amo 4:6-12
c. Such effortsincluded famine, drought, pestilence, plague, war, earthquakes
1) Thesewere not miraculous or supernaturd events
2) But acts of nature brought on by the providentia working of God!
d. Some understood the vaue of such afliction - cf. Psa 119:67,71
3. What about “corrective” discipline today?
a. If God would use Providence to encourage Israel to repent before it was too late...
1) Would not the same God use Providence to chastise His erring children today?
2) DoesHeloveusany less?
b. I know of no scripturd reason why God would not use Providence to bring about
eventsin our liveswhich serveto:
1) Wakeusup
2) Cause usto reflect on our lives and our relaionship to God
3) Encourage usto repent and turn back to Him if we are straying
C. Thereare severd passages which suggest that God might bring some form of
“corrective” disciplineif we do not heed His “indructive” discipline...
1) Some of the Corinthians had already begun to experience God' s chastisement,
which they could have avoided if they had “judged” themsdves (by heeding His
word) - 1 Co 11:30-32
2) Jesus spoke of some way in which He would punish some a Thyatirathat would be
evidentto dl - cf. Re 2:20-23
-- | therefore have no problem with the idea that God may choose to employ corrective
discipline in the form of nationa and even persond affliction

o

[My understanding of aloving God chastening His children is tempered by my understanding of “why”
He doesthis.. ]

[.THE“WHY” OF THE LORD’S CHASTENING

A. CERTAINLY NOT BECAUSE HE DELIGHTSIN DOING SO...
1. God found it necessary to bring judgment upon Isradl - Lam 1:3-5
2. It was not something He wanted to do - Lam 3:31-33

B. WHEN NECESSARY, IT ISFOR OUR GOOD...

1. Tocorrectus-He12:9

a.  Our human fathers do so, and we respect them for it

b. Should we not expect the same from the “Father of spirits’, and submit to it?
2. That we may be partakers of HisHoliness- He 12:10

a. Our human fathers do it for what seems best to them

b. Our heavenly Father doesit for areason that far excels any earthly purpose!
3. That we may yidd the peacegble fruit of righteousness- He 12:11

a. Inthe short term, the experience is unpleasant

b. Butin thelong term, we benefit by such “training”!

CONCLUSION
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1. Whether “corrective” or “indructive” chastisement, it is always for our good...!
a Itmay begrievous-He 12:11a
b. Butitwill produce “the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it”
-Hel12:11b

2. “Corrective” chastisement can mostly be avoided...
a. By correcting oursdves - cf. 1 Co 11:31-32
b. Which we can do by taking heed to God's Word - cf. Jn 15:2-3

3. But even when we heed the “indructive” chastisement through the Word of God, we may il
experience some form of tribulation...
a.  Such as persecution for the cause of Chrigt
b. Brought on by Satan, working in and through the world - 1 Pe 5:8-9
c. Not because we are wicked, but because we are righteous! (like Job)
-- Yet God can use even that to provide aform of “ingructive” discipline, in which the good are
made even better!

May the prayer expressed by Peter help us to endure should we experience such tribulation...

“But may the God of all grace, who called usto His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and
settle you. To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

(1 Pe5:10-11)
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The Pursuit Of Peace And Holiness
Hebrews 12:12-17

INTRODUCTION

1. In“Running The Race Of Faith” (He 12:1-3), we saw the need to...
a. Lay addethingstha would hinder us, especidly the sin of unbelief
b. Have endurance, even as Jesus endured hogtility and the cross

c. Focus our gaze on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, whose own example should

encourage us not to become weary and discouraged

2. After reminding hisreaders of the vaue of the Lord' s chastening, the author of Hebrews returns to

the metagphor of “running’...

a Withacdl to“runwithsyle” - He 12:12-13

b. Withingructions to pursue peace and holiness- He 12:14

c. Withaword of caution, gppeding to the example of Esau - He 12:15-17

3. Oneway to describe the Chrigtian “race”, then, is* The Pur suit Of Peace And Holiness’ ...

a. How wdl are you doing in your pursuit?
b. Do you know whet it isyou are to be running after?
c. Areyou aware of the possble pitfalsthat can hinder you?

[ To encourage excdlence in regards to our pursuit, let’ s take a closer look at the passage, beginning

with..]

I. MAKING PREPARATION FOR OUR PURSUIT (12-13)

A. ACALLTO“RUNWITH STYLE”...
1. Weareto “srengthen”...
a. “the handswhich hang down”
b. “thefeeble knees’

-- A common figure of gpeech (Job 4:3-4; 1sa 35:3), cdling usto shake off dl weariness,

to be firm and strong
2. Weareto “make straight paths’ for our feet, so that...
a. “wha islame may not be didocated”
b. “but rather be hedled’

--  Another common expression (I sa 40: 3-4), encouraging us to remove dl that would

hinder our progress (especidly if we are weak)

B. THEIMPLICATIONSOF THISCALL...
1. Frgt, we must respond to this cdl to action
a. Thisissomething “we” are being called to do
b. We can't expect Godto do it dl!
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While God will certainly hdp us, we must make the effort - cf. Ph 2:12-13

2. Thiscdl to action isnot limited to srengthening just yoursdlf

a
b.

C.

Certainly there isthe persond application

But as concerned Chrigtians, we should seek to:

1) “strengthen the hands...and feeble knees’ of others

2) “make draight paths’ for others- cf. 1 Th 5:14

Just as those who are “spiritud” should be concerned for the weakness of others - Ga
6:1

[Inaway, thiscdl issmilar to the one the Lord gave to Joshua (Josh 1:6-9), which Joshualater gave
to Israel (Josh 23:6,11). Shdl we not heed the call to “be strong and very courageous’, i.e., to “run
with gyle”? Now, for some thoughts about...]

II. THE GOAL OF OUR PURSUIT (14)

A. PEACEWITH ALL MEN...
1. We should not be surprised to read that we are to “pursue peace...”

a

d.

Jesusis “The Prince of Peace” -1sa 9:6

He died to make peace possible: with God, and with man - Ro 5:1; Ep 2:13-17
He taught that peacemakerswill be called the children of God - Mt 5:9

A key dement of the kingdom of God is peace- Ro 14:17-18

Therefore, we are to pursue peace with al men - Ro 14:19; 12:18

2. How does one “pursue peace with dl men’?

a

By seeking peace with God firgt - Pro 16:7

1) Wemust first make our relationship with God what it ought to be
2) Through Jesus, we can be at peace with God - Ro 5:1
L etting the peace of God rule in our hearts - Co 3:15
1) TheLlordisableto “give you peace dwaysin every way” -2 Th 3:16
2) How the Lord imparts peace:
a Through HisWord - Psa 119:165
b) Through prayer - Ph 4:6-7
-- If oneisnot a peace with himsdlf, it is unlikely he can be a peace with others
By doing things that make for peace - Ro 14:19
1) Such ashbeing consderate of their conscience - cf. Ro 14:13-21
2) Seeking unity with compassion, love, tenderness, courtesy, and willing to

respond to evil or reviling with ablessing - cf. 1 Pe 3:8-11

B. HOLINESS, WITHOUT WHICH NO ONE WILL SEE THE LORD...
1. AsGodishaly, so His children must be holy - 1 Pe 1:14-16; 1 Th 4.7
2. How can one “pursue holiness...”?

a

True holiness (sanctification) comes through:

1) FathinJesus- Ac 26:18; cf. He 10:10,14
2) Thework of the Holy Spirit-1 Co06:11; 2 Th 2:13; cf. Ti 3:5
3) TheWord of God - Jn 17:17,19

b. We cooperate with God in pursuing holiness by:

1) Offering oursdves as “daves of righteousness’ - Ro 6:19-22
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2) Pefecting holinessinthefear of God-2 Co 7:1

a) Which indudes deansing ourselves from al “filthiness of the flesh and spirit” - 2 Co
7:1

b) Also putting on the“new man...in true righteousness and holiness’ - Ep 4:24; cf.
Co03:9-14

[In many respects, thisis what the Chridtian lifeisdl aout: pursuing peace and holiness How
successful we are will depend on how diligently we avoid...]

III.PITFALLSTHAT HINDER OUR PURSUIT (15-17)

A. FALLING SHORT OF THE GRACE OF GOD...

1. Without God's grace, none can be saved, pursue peace, or have the holiness necessary to
see God!
But do Chrigtians need to concern themsdaves with faling from grace? Congder...

2.

@ rPpoo0oTw

Thewarning not to neglect our great sdvation - He 2:1-3

The warning not to be hardened by sn-He 3:12-14

Thewarning to be diligent - He 4:1,11; cf. 2 Pe 1:10

The warning againg willful 9n-He 10:26-31

Thewarning not receive God' sgraceinvain-2 Co 6:1

The warning not to fdl from grace - Ga 5:4

The warning to “look to yoursalves, that we do not |ose those things we worked for...”
-2Jn8

Indeed, if there were no possibility for one to “fdl short of the grace of God”, then there
would be no need for usto be “looking diligently”

3. For the Chrigtian, however, God' s grace can be just a prayer away! - cf. He 4:16

B. LETTING A ROOT OF BITTERNESSTO SPRING UP...
1. Bitterness can be a stumbling block in our pursuit of peace

a

b.

It destroys the peace within the person who harbors it (modern medicine has shown that
emotions like bitterness and anger can cause problems such as headaches, backaches,
alergic disorders, ulcers, high blood pressure, and heart attacks, etc.)

It can destroy the peace in the congregation where it becomes manifest

It dso becomes a stumbling block in our pursuit of holiness, for the problemsiit creates

cause many to become “defiled” (unholy)
If we are going to “make straight paths for your feet”, then we need to clip any root of
bitterness “in the bud”!

C. BECOMING A FORNICATOR OR PROFANE PERSON...
1. Fornication iscertainly apitfal to avoid...

a

b.

Fornication isageneric term for any sort of sexua immordity (including premarital sex,
adultery, homosexudity, €tc.)

It is contrary to God' swill regarding our sanctification - 1 Th 4:3-8

1) Later, wewill read in Hebrews where God will judge fornicators- He 13:4

2) It will keep one out of the kingdom of heaven - 1 Co 6:9-10; Ga 5:19-21
Therefore, let us heed Paul’ s admonition: “Heefornication!” - 1 Co 6:18
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2. Wemust aso not become a* profane person” ...
a. “A worldly person who profanes holy privileges by placing on them aworldly estimate.”
(B. W. Johnson)
b. One does not have to overtly wicked; they can displease God by smply devauing that
which isimportant to Him!
c. Suchwasthe casewith Esau... - cf. Gen 25:29-34
1) Thereisnoindication that he was afornicator
2) But hewas a profane person because he did not proper estimate the value of his
birthright
3) Though he later wanted the blessings of the birthright, it was too late; despite his
tears, it was too late to change hisfather’ smind (“he found no place for
repentance’)
d. We can become “profane” by devauing our spiritud blessngs.
1) In Chrigt, we have a spiritud birthright (redemption, fellowship with God, the hope
of eternd life)
2) But we can let careers, hobbies, friends, even families, come between us and the
things of God
-- Arewewilling to “sdl our birthright” for “one morsel of food"?

CONCLUSION

1. Aswerun the race of faith, peace with others and holiness before God should be our god's

2. Toruntheracewith “syle”, we need to...
a. Get inthe proper form (lift the hands, strengthen the knees), hel ping one another to do so
b. Waich out for the pitfalls that can hinder usin our pursuit, such as...
1) Not utilizing God' s grace to help you in your race
2) Allowing bitterness to become a sumbling block
3) Becoming afornicator or profane person

Aswerunthis“race’, the words of the gpostle Paul are very appropriate...

“Do you not know that those who run in arace all run, but one receivesthe
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes
for the prizeistemperatein all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable
crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Thereforel run thus: not with
uncertainty. Thus| fight: not as one who beatstheair. But | discipline my
body and bring it into subjection, lest, when | have preached to others, | myself
should become disqualified.” (1 Co 9:24-27)

Areyou running in such away asto obtain the imperishable crown?
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Heeding The Voice From The Mountain
Hebrews 12:18-29

INTRODUCTION

1. Inencouraging Chrigiansto run the race that is set before them, the Hebrews writer has instructed
them to...

Lay asde things that would hinder them - He 12:1

Run with endurance - He 12:1

Keep their focus on Jesus - He 12:2-3

Remember the value of the Lord’s chagtening - He 12:4-11

Runwith “gyle” - He 12:12-13

Pursue peace and holiness- He 12:14

Look diligently lest onefdl short of God' s grace, sumble because of bitterness, or become a

fornicator or profane person - He 12:15-17

@ ~p 0o

2. Further encouragement is now provided in the last half of chapter twelve...
a.  With areminder of the “mountain” to which they have come
b. With awarning to heed “Him who spesks’

3. Aswe“runtherace of fath’ today, we need this same reminder and warning...
a. Do we appreciate the significance of the “mountain” to which we have come?
b. Arewe"Heeding TheVoice From The Mountain” ?
--  How we answer such questions can reved how well we are running the race of faith!

[With our text before us, let’stake alook at...]

|. THE MOUNTAIN TO WHICH WE HAVE COME (18-24)

A. ITISNOT MOUNT SINAI... (18-21)
1. Themountain described first is Mount Sinal, to which Isradl came following their ddiverance
from Egyptian bondage - cf. Exo 19:12-19
a It seemsto have been much like avolcano - Exo 20:18; Deu 4:11
b. It frightened the people - Deu 5:22-26; 18:16
c. Even Moseswas afraid - Deu 9:19
2. We have not come to such amountain, that forces usto stand “afar off”

B. IT ISMOUNT ZION... (22-24)
1. The“mountain” to which we have come is one that encourages usto “draw near”
2. We have cometo “Mount Zion”
a. Zionwas origindly the sronghold of the Jebusitesin Jerusdlem that became the “city of
David” - cf. 2 Sam 5:6-10; 1 Chr 11:4-9
b. Theterm “Zior" came to be used to refer to:
1) Thecity of Jerusdem-Psa48:2; 84.7;, Am 6:1
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2) The heavenly Jerusdem where God dwells - 1sa 28:16; Ps2:6 Re 14:1

3. Incomingto “Mount Zior’, we have also come to...

a

“The dity of the living God, the heavenly Jerusdem”

1) The heavenly city longed for by Abraham and the others - cf. He 11:10,13-16

2) The heavenly city longed for by Chrigianstoday - cf. He 13:14

3) The heavenly city we will one day experience- Re 3:12; 21:1-7; 22:14

-- “This heavenly city iswhere our Lord dwdls and is our eternd home. In coming to
Chrigt we have come into the covenant which gives usthe right to aplace in that
cty.” (B. W. Johnson, People’s New Testament)

“An innumerable company of angels’

1) The heavenly servants of God, of which thereis a great number - cf. Re 5:11

2) Who aso miniger to those who will inherit sdlvation - He 1: 14

“The generd assembly and church of the firgtborn registered in heaven’

1) The churchinthe universa sense, made up of al who are saved - Ac 2:47

2) They arethe“firstborn ones’, who enjoy specid privileges of their birthright

3) Ther namesarein “the Book of Life” - cf. Ph 4:3; Re 3:5

“God the Judge of dl”

1) The Judge of dl the earth - cf. Gen 18:25

2) Heisthe Oneto whom we must give heed, as we shdl note shortly

“The spirits of just men made perfect”

1) Thosewho died in faith, such asthe Old Testament saints- He 11:39-40

2) Note: They had not been made perfect gpart from us, but now they are made
perfect; they were redeemed by the blood of Chridt! - cf. He 9:15

“Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant”

1) Aswe have seen, Heisthe Mediator of “abetter covenant” - He 8:6

2) Aswe have seen, this“new covenant” is by means of His death - He 9:15

“The blood of sprinkling that speeks better things than that of Abe”

1) Abd gill spesksthrough the example of hisfaith-He 11:3

2) But in comparison, the blood of Jesus speaks volumes! - He 10:11-14

[In coming to Chrigt, being redeemed by the blood of the New Covenant, we have drawn near to this
wonderful “mountain”! It is a place that offers many wonderful blessings, both now and with promise
for the future. But the author’ s purposeis not just to review the blessngs we have in coming to this
“mountain’; heiswarning us. “Seethat you do not refuse Him who spegks” (He 12:25a). To
gopreciate the need for hiswarning, let’s now consider...]

. WHY WE SHOULD HEED THE VOICE FROM THE MOUNTAIN (25-29)

A. THOSE AT MOUNT SINAI DID NOT ESCAPE... (25)

1. We have seen from our study that...

a

“Every transgression and disobedience received ajust reward” - He 2.2

b. Those who sinned, their “corpses fel in the wilderness’ - He 3:17
c. Thosewho rgjected Moses' law died “without mercy” - He 10:28
2. Thusthe argument is again one of comparison, from the lesser to the grester...

a

b.

“How shdl we escape if we neglect o great asdvation...” -He 2:1-4
“Of how much worse punishment , do you suppose, will he be thought worthy...” - He
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10:26-31
3. AsJesussadinLk 12:48...
a. “For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required...”
b. “...and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”
-- In Christ we enjoy so much more; darewerefuseto heed Him who speaks, not
from Mount Sinai, but from Mount Zion (i.e., heaven itsdlf)!

B. THE ONE WHO SPEAKSWILL SHAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH... (26-27)
1. When God spoke at Mount Sinai, the earth trembled - Exo 19:18
2. Theday is coming when both heaven and earth will be shaken, even removed!
a Aspromisedin Hag 2:6
b. Which refersto “the remova of those things that are being shaken, as of thingsthat are
made” - cf. 2 Pe 3:10-12
-- Darewerefuseto heed Him who speakswith such impact?

C. WE ARE RECEIVING A KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE SHAKEN... (28)
1. While everything made will one day perish, we “are receiving’” akingdom which cannot be
shaken!
a. Notethe present tense (“are receiving”)
b. Thuswe arein the process of recaiving this “kingdom’
2. Itisakingdom both present and future...
a. Inonesense, wearenow “in’ the kingdom - cf. Co 1:13; Re 1:9
b. Inanother sense, we have yet to enter the kingdom - cf. 2 Pe 1:10-11
3. Itisakingdom...
a. Inaugurated when Jesus ascended to Sit at God' s right hand on David’ sthrone
- Ac 2:30-36
b. To be culminated when Jesus returns to deliver the kingdom to God - 1 Co 15:23-26
4. Thusitisakingdom...
a. “which shdl never be destroyed...it shdl stand forever” - Dan 2:44
b. Of which “therewill benoend” - Lk 1:33
-- Receiving such a kingdom, dare we refuse to heed Him who speaks?

D. THE ONE WHO SPEAKSIS*A CONSUMING FIRE”... (29)
1. WEe'veread of a“fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries’ - He 10:27
2. We'veseen“itisafearful thing to fdl into the hands of the living God” - He 10:31
3. Even Jesustaught usto “fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” - M t
10:28
-- Darewerefuseto heed such an awesome God?

CONCLUSION

1. God hasindeed spoken...
a. He has spoken through His Son - cf. He 1:1-2
b. He has spoken from Mount Zion, that heavenly city, the New Jerusalem...
1) To which we have come through an obedient faithin Jesus - cf. He 5:9
2) Where we can enjoy the fdlowship of angels, the redeemed in heaven and on earth, and of
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Jesus and God Himsdf!
3) Where we can enjoy aNew and better covenant, based upon the better sacrifice of Jesus’
blood!

2. But with such wonderful blessngs come the responsibility of giving heed...
a. Not to neglect our greet salvation
b. Not to refuse Him who spesgks from the heavenly “mountain”
Therefore our god should be that as expressed by the author himsdlf:

“...let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear.” (He 12:28b)

With God' s grace to help us (cf. He 4:14-16), we can serve Him in a manner wel-pleasing to Him.
Areyou “Heeding The Voice From The Mountain” ?
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Exhortations To M anifest L ove
Hebrews 13;1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. When we began our study, we noted that The Epistle To The Hebrews...

a
b.
C.

Began likean essay - cf. He 1:1-2

Progressed likeasermon - cf. He 2:1-4

Ended like aletter

With thefina chapter, we see the tone of the epistle taking on the characteritics of a persond
correspondence

2. Aswith many epislesin the New Testament, this letter ends with various exhortations...

a
b.

The firgt of which regarding the objects of their love- He 13:1-3
Here we find the author practicing what he preaches; seeking to stimulate love and good works
-cf.He 10:24

[As Chrigtians, toward whom should we manifest our love? Certainly toward al men, even our enemies
(Lk 6:32,35); but in our text our atention is focused upon manifesting love fird.. ]

|. TOWARD BRETHREN (1)

A.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BROTHERLY LOVE...
1. Itisamak of true discipleship - Jn 13:35
2. ltisanindication of true spiritud life- 1 Jn 3:16

THE HEBREWSHAD MANIFESTED BROTHERLY LOVE...
1. Notethetext saystheir love wasto “continue”’
2. They had demongtrated brotherly love in the past...

a. Inthar minisry to God and Hissaints- He 6:10

b. Eveninther sarviceto the author - He 10:32-34

THE NEED FOR BROTHERLY LOVE NEVER DIMINISHES...
1. Just asPaul wrote...
a  For the Thesaloniansto excd in their love-1 Th 4:9-10
b. For the Philippiansto abound in their love - Ph 1:9
2. Just as Peter wrote that our love should abound - 2 Pe 1:7
-- Even now, the author of Hebrews says* L et brotherly love continue’!

[No matter how much we may have manifested love towards one another as brethren in the pagt, it is
imperative that such love continuest Equally imperative is the manifestation of love...]

II. TOWARD STRANGERS(2)
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A. THISISA CALL FOR “HOSPITALITY”. ..

1.

The Greek word is philoxenia { fil-ox-en-e€ -ah}

a. Lit., aloveof grangers

b. Itinvolved receiving a stranger (sojourner) into one’s home as an honored guest and to
provide the guest with food, shelter, and protection (Holman Bible Dictionary)

In many ancient cultures, hospitdity was a solemn duty

a. It wasregarded as a sacred obligation by the ancient Greeks and Romans, one that was
approved by Zeus, the god and protector of strangers

b. The Egyptians clamed it as a meritorious deed in life

c. For the Bedouins, it was an expression of righteousness (Holman Bible Dictionary)

d. “Hospitdity is one form of worship” (Jewish Proverb)

In the early church, it was an important minidry...

a. Chrigtians were often displaced by persecution; public inns were scarce, costly, and
sometimes dangerous

b. Traveling evangelists were to be supported through hospitaity - 3 Jn 5-8

Thus hospitality was to manifested by ...

a.  Those men who would serve as elders (bishops) - 1 Ti 3:2; Ti 1.8

b. Those widowswho would be “taken into the number” - 1 Ti 5:9-10

c. All Chrigians-R012:13; 1 Pe4:9

B A REASON TO PRACTICE HOSPITALITY...

1.

2.

“For by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels’

a. Theexample of Abraham - Gen 18:1-8

b. Theexampleof Lot - Gen 19:1-3

The paint is not that we should expect angelsto literdly come our way

a.  Though some we entertain may serve as His “messengers’ (“ange” means “messenger”)
inaprovidentid sense

b. Thekey ideaisthat “You never know what hospitdity might bring” (Lightfoot)
1) One often recelves unexpected benefits from his or her guests
2) Thereisaways the “blessedness’ of giving - cf. Ac 20:35

[The physica need for hospitality today may not be as great asit was in ancient times, but the spiritud
need (e.g., the strengthening of spiritud ties) isjust asimportant. Therefore we need to “be hospitable
to one another without grumbling” (1 Pe 4:9). The manifestation of our love should dso extend...]

[1.TOWARD PRISONERS AND THE PERSECUTED (3)

A. ACALL TOREMEMBER THEM...

1.

N

Chrigtians were often persecuted and imprisoned for their faith

a. Prior to his converson, Paul often led the assault - Ac 8:3; 26:9-11

b. Later, he himsdf wasaprisoner - eg., Ph 1:12-18; Co 4:18

The Hebrews had aready shown their love toward such prisoners - He 10:32-34

To remember and vigt Chrigiansin prison was an act of devotion to Chrigt Himself - M t
25:35-40

Thelr provisons for the prisoners would be a“sweet-amdling sacrifice’, well-pleasing to
God - cf. Ph 4:18
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5. They could dso remember them in their prayers - eg., Ac 12:5; Ep 6:18-20

B. THEIR LOVING REMEMBRANCE WASTO BE INFLUENCED...
1. By thar sense of felowship in their brethren s suffering
a “Asif chaned with them;”
b. TheLord intended such connection between the members of His Body (*if one member
auffers, dl the members suffer withit”) - 1 Co 12:26
2. By thear awareness of their own vulnerability
a. “dnceyou yoursaves are in the body adso’
b. They would not beimmune to persecution themselves, therefore they should be sengtive
to the sufferings of others

CONCLUSION

1. Inproviding a“new and living way”, it is true that Jesus made possible a close relationship between
man and God - cf. He 10:19-22

2. But the purity we experience through obeying the truth...
a. Isnotjus that we may fdlowship with God
b. But 3o we may aso have afellowship with each other in Sincerity and love! - cf. 1 Pe 1:22-23

3. Thusit naturaly follows that as we draw near to God, we should aso draw near one another; this
we can do when we manifest love...
a. Toward brethren - He 13:1
b. Toward strangers- He 13:2
c. Toward prisoners and the persecuted - He 13:3

May we dl be diligent to heed the exhortation to “ L et brotherly love continue”!
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Fornicators And Adulterers God Will Judge

Hebrews 13:4

INTRODUCTION

1.

In today’ s society, the honor and sanctity of marriage is under constant attack...

a. Divorceis acceptable, made easy through “no-fault” laws

b. Adultery is congdered normd, faithfulness to one’s spouse as unredistic

c. Among religious and palitica leaders, many say that sandards againgt sexud immordity are
antiquated

Even in the church, sexud immordity isamgor problem as evidenced by ...
a.  The high number of divorces among Chridians
b. The frequent reports sexud falings among preachers, dders, and other Christians

Thisis not to say there are not those who 4till hold marriage in high esteem...
a. Many people till believe sex isfor marriage, and marriageisfor life
b. I've been blessed to have:
1) Theexample of my wife's grandparents, married 77 years
2) The example of my grandmother, widowed with sx children when only 30 years old,
remaning sngle for over fifty years
3) Parents and in-laws who both were married over 50 years each
4) Three brothers, who dong with myself are still married to our first wives

In truth, our culture today is not that much different from the society of the first century...

a.  Where divorce and remarriage was rampant (women were known to date events by their
husbands, eg., “Yes, that happened during husband #5.”)

b. Fornication was acceptable, adultery barely frowned upon

But Chridtianity offers atrue contrast of standards regarding mordity...

a. Through clear and unequivocd teaching - cf. 1 Co 6:9-10; Ga 5:19-21; Ep 5:3-5

b. The same sort of teaching is needed today, which iswhy we need to carefully heed the text of
today’ s lesson:

“Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and
adulterers God will judge.” (He 13:4)

The verb “is” is not in the Greek, leading some to trand ate the first phrase as.
a. “Le marriage be held in honor among al, and let the marriage bed be undefiled;” (NASV)
b. “Marriage should be honored by al, and the marriage bed kept pure’ (NIV),

[Why should we honor marriage, and keep the “marriage bed” (a euphemism for marita reaions) pure?
Because God will judge those who violateit! To see how, let’ sfirgt define terms used in the last half...]
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EFINITION OF TERMS

A.

D

“FORNICATORS'...

1. The Greek word is pornos { por’-nos}, from which we get “pornography”

2. Itisagenerd word unlawful and immord sexud reaionships (Bar clay)

3. Itincludesany kind of sex outsde of marriage: premarita, extramarital (adultery),
homosexud, etc.

“ADULTERERS'...
1. The Greek word is moichos { moy-khos'}
2. It meansto have unlawful intercourse with another’ s wife or husband (T hayer)
a Thismay bewhilethey are dill married...
b. Or even AFTER they are divorced if not for the right reason - cf. Mt 5:32; 19:9
3 Soaperson can be guilty of adultery ether:
a. By having rlaionswith ancther’ s spouse
b. By marrying someone who ether:
1) Did not put their first goouse away for fornication
2) Or was put away by their spouse for ANY reason

“GOD”...

1. The Supreme Being, eternd and holy - Re 4.8

2. Omniscient and Omnipresent - Ps 139:1-12

3. Loving, yetjud - cf. In 3:16; He 10:30-31; 12:29

. “WILL JUDGE” ...
1. The Greek word iskrino { kree' -no}
2. “theact of condemning and decreeing (or inflicting) pendty on one” (T hayer)

[Marriage should be held in honor, because the Bible makesit clear that God will condemn and
somehow inflict penalty on those who are fornicators and adulterers who do not repent! But why will
God judge fornicators and adulterers?]

1. WHY GOD WILL JUDGE FORNICATORSAND ADULTERERS

A

. BECAUSE THEY DESTROY THE LIVESOF OTHERS...

1. They destroy marriages

a. Either their own, by ther infiddlity (trust is often destroyed)

b. Or others, by committing adultery with another’ s spouse

c. Sexud immordity isamgor cause of divorce, which God hates- Mal 2:16
2. They destroy families

a. Where divorce occurs, families are shattered

b. The children usudly suffer the mogt, often with severe emotiond problems throughout

ther lives

c. Jesuswarned about despising the needs of children - Mt 18:5-7,10-11,14
3. They destroy friendships

a. Read carefully Pro 6:30-35
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b. Itisdifficult, if not impossible, to restore good friendships after one has violated
another’ s spouse

B. BECAUSE THEY DESTROY THEIR OWN LIVES...

1. Read caefully Pro5:1-14...
a. You lose your honor (your reputation is destroyed)
b. Youloseyour wedth (ever hear of dimony?)
C. Youlos=your hedth (via STDs, perhaps even AIDS)

2. Adultery and fornication isindeed asn against your own body - cf. 1 Co 6:18
a. Thereisemationd damage (wracking guilt)
b. Thereissocid damage (ostracized by others)
c. Thereisphyscad damage (venered disease)

C. BECAUSE THOSE WHO ARE CHRISTIANSARE ESPECIALLY GUILTY...

1. They have taken members of the body of Christ and made them members of aharlot - 1 Co
6:15-16

2. They havether body, atemple of the Holy Spirit, and given it to a child of the devil - 1 Co
6:19-20

3. AsChrigtians, who have been...
a. Madeintheimage of God
b. Redeemed by the blood of Jesus
c. Madeatemple of the Holy Spirit
...they have dlowed their lugts to bring them aslow as animad

[When God's highest creation, because of purely sdfish reasons, destroys marriages, families,
friendship, even their own salves, we can understand why God will judge such, and why Paul wrote
what he did to the Corinthians:

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortionerswill inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Co 6:9-10)

But how will God judge fornicators and adulterers...?]

[11.HOW GOD WILL JUDGE FORNICATORSAND ADULTERERS

A. HEWILL JUDGE IN THE FUTURE...
1. They will not inherit the kingdom of God - 1 Co 6:9-10; Ep 5:5-7
2. They will suffer eternd torment - Re 21:8

B. BUT HE ALSO JUDGESIN THE PRESENT...
1. They become God'senemies- cf. Ja4:4
a. Assuch, they are estranged of God' s felowship, care and love
b. True peace and joy cannot be theirs
2. They receivein their own bodies what they rightfully deserve - cf. Ro 1:24-27
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a. Thosewho engage in such immordity do indeed “receive in themselves the pendty of
their error” (e.g., syphilis, gonorrhea, herpes, aids)
b. Butsuchisonly aforetaste of the torment fornicators and adulterers will receivel

CONCLUSION

1. There are many good reasons to honor marriage and keep the “marriage bed” undefiled...
a.  The bond between a man and awoman whose relationship is built upon trust and love
b. Thejoy, peace, and love that children in astrong family enjoy, and deserve
c. Thevdueof grong familiesin shgping our communitiesin which we live

2. But we have focused on God' s judgment on those who destroy this important fabric of our society,
and how it gives new meaning to the phrase “be sure your sin will find you out” (Num 32:23)...
a. Itisamog impossble to kegp immordity secret
1) Physcd infirmities will more than likdly bring it to the surface eventudly
2) Orlooslipswill!
b. Evenif one succeedsin hiding their immordity in thislife, not so in the life to come!

3. Toclose on amore positive note, let’ s offer some hope for those who have been guilty of adultery
and fornication...
a. 'You may not be able to escape the physical consequences of your actions
b. But you can be forgiven, and escape the eternal consequences!

As Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, acity known for it loose mordls...

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortionerswill inherit the kingdom of God.”

“ And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God.”

(1Co6:9-11)

Have you been “washed”, “sanctified”, and “judtified” in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God? (cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16; Ti 3:5)
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A Call ToBe Content
Hebrews 13:5-6

INTRODUCTION

1.

Inthisfind chapter of The Epistle To The Hebrews, we have noticed exhortations...
a. Tolet brotherly love continue- He 13:1

b. To show lovetoward strangers - He 13:2

c. Toremember thosein prison and others who are mistreasted - He 13:3

d. To hold marriage in honor, abstaining from fornication and adultery - He 13:4

We now find awarning againgt covetousness - He 13:5a

a. The previous verse was awarning againg “the lust of the flesi’ (immordity)
b. Herewe have awarning againg “the lust of the eyes’ (maeridism)

-- Both of which are contrary to the love of the Father - cf. 1 Jn 2:15-17

Covetousness, astrong desire for materid things, is strongly condemned in the Bible...
a Jesussad it defilesaman, and that we should beware of it - Mk 7:21-23; Lk 12:15
b. Paul taught that covetousness...

1) Will keep one out of the kingdom of God - 1 Co 6:9-10

2) Like fornication, should not even be named among us- Ep 5:3

3) Isnothing lessthanidolatry - Ep 5:5; Co 3:5

The antidote to covetousness is contentment - He 13:5b-6

a |If weare content, then we won't be covetous

b. Contentment istherefore an important virtue for Christians to develop...
1) But what is*contentment”?
2) What isthe key to being content?

[Inthislesson, “ A Call To Be Content”, we shal seek to answer these questions, using the text of our
lesson (He 13:5-6) and other scriptures that dea with the subject of contentment...]

THE VIRTUE OF CONTENTMENT

A. CONTENTMENT DEFINED...
1. TheEnglish word “content” means “desiring no more than what one has’
2. The Greek word isarkeo {ar-keh'-o} , which means “to be stisfied”

--  When oneis content, they are satisfied with what they have; with no desire for more,

covetousness no longer becomes a problem!

B. THE VALUE OF CONTENTMENT...
1. From the pen of uninspired men...
a. “Heisrichest who is content with the leest.” (Socr ates)
b. “Heiswdl pad that iswdl stisfied.” (William Shakespeare)
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“Hewho is content can never be ruined.” (Chinese Proverb)
“He who wantslittle dways have enough.” (Johann Geor g Zimmer man)
“If you are not satisfied with alittle, you will not be satisfied with much.” (Unknown)
f.  “The contented man is never poor, the discontented never rich.” (Geor ge Eliot)
2. Paul wrote that “...godliness with contentment isgreat gain.” - 1 Ti 6.6
a.  Godliness, which isgodly living expressed in devotion to God, is of great vaue only
when accompanied with contentment
b. For aswe have seen, covetousness (alack of contentment) would render any serviceto
God of novaue

® Qo0

C. CONTENTMENT EXEMPLIFIED...

1. InFanny Crosby (1820-1925), a blind songwriter who wrote:
O What a happy soul am I!
Although | cannot see,
| am resolved that in thisworld
Contented | will be;
How many blessngs| enjoy
That other people dor't!
To weep and sigh because I’ m blind,
| cannot, and | wor't.

2. InHelen Keller (1880-1968); blind, deaf, and mute, yet she wrote:
They took away what should have been my eyes,
(But | remembered Milton s Paradise)
They took away what should have been my ears,
(Beethoven came and wiped away my tears)
They took away what should have been my tongue,
(But | talked with God when | was young)
He would not |et them take away my soul,
Possessing that, | till possess the whole.

3. Inthe aged prisoner, Paul the apostle...

a. Who saw how hisimprisonment accomplished much good - Ph 1:12-14
b. Who had learned contentment - Ph 4:10-12

[The virtue of contentment richly blessed the lives of these and countless others. But as Paul indicated,
contentment is something “learned”. How then does one develop contentment?]

II. THEKEY TO CONTENTMENT

A. TRUSTING IN GOD’SPROVIDENTIAL CARE...

1. Thisisthe reason given in our text for usto be content - He 13:5-6
a.  God has promised never to leave nor forsake us
b. Withthe Lord as our helper, what can man do?- cf. 1 Jn 4:4

2. Thisisthe reason Jesus gave for us not to worry - Mt 6:25-32
a. Weare of greater value to God than the birds or flowers
b. Heprovidentidly caresfor them, will He not do the same for us?
-- Thekey to receiving this care is to put God' swill first in our lives- Mt 6:33
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3. Contentment comes, then, when we trust God will provide what we need!

B. KNOWING WHAT YOU CAN’'T TAKE WITH YOU...
1. AsPaul discussed contentment, he pointed out certain truths- 1 Ti 6:7
a.  We brought nothing into this world
b. Itiscertain we can carry nothing out! (have you ever seen a hearse pulling a U-Haul
traler?)
2. Why then become anxious or worked up over things...
a That a best are only temporary
b. That will wear out, be solen, or left behind (or burned up at the coming of the Lord
-2Pe3:10)
3. Contentment comes, then, from knowing that materid things are only temporary

C. REALIZING WHAT ISTRULY ESSENTIAL FOR LIFE...
1. Paul dsoreveded what are the only true “essentids” to sustain life- 1 Ti 6:8
a. They are"food and clothing”
b. Anything beyond thisisa*“luxury’, for which we ought to be thankful
1) That indudes“shdter”, which many believe is a necessity
2) But millions live without shelter, and such is passible with the proper clothing
2. Since God has promised to provide food and clothing (Mt 6: 25-33), we can rest knowing
that our “essentids” will be provided
3. Contentment comes, then, by redizing what istruly “essentid” for life, for then we will
redize how richly blessed we redly are!

D. UNDERSTANDING THAT MATERIAL THINGSDO NOT SATISFY...

1. Solomon observed this inadequacy of materid things - Ecc 5:10
a. Thosewho love slver (money) will never be stisfied
b. Thesameistrue with those who love abundance (what money can buy)

2. Maerid things do not meet the true needs of the soul - Ecc 6:7; cf. 1sa 55:1-3
a C. S. Lewis suggested that God placed alonging in man, that man might seek for God

- cf. Ac 17:26-27

b. Sadly, many peopletry to fulfill that longing with materid things
c. They never succeed, for only one thing can fulfill it: God Himsdf!

3. Contentment comes, then, from understanding that materia things will never provide lagting
satisfaction

E. FINALLY, TRUE CONTENTMENT ISA GIFT FROM GOD...
1. Hereisanother observation Solomon made in his search for life’s meaning:
a. Theahility to enjoy the fruits of one’ s labor isagift from God - Ecc 2:24-26; 3:12-13;
5:18-20
b. On the other hand, many are dlowed to “gather” and “collect”, but will not enjoy the
fruits of their labor - cf. Ecc 2:26b; 6:1-2
2. God has the ability to provide lasting satisfaction - Psa 107:8-9
a. He promisesto give that which truly satisfies (makes one content) - 1 sa 55:1-3
b. Andin Chrigt, He enables one to be content - cf. Ph 4:11-13
--  Contentment comes, then, when God seesfit to bless us with that which truly satisfies: “the
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sure mercies of David” (i.e., the blessings promised through the coming Messiah)

CONCLUSION

1. Thevirtue of contentment is awonderful blessng, one that comes from God Himsdf...
a. Whose Word revedsto us:
1) Thetemporary nature of materid things
2) Theinadequacy of materia things to satisfy man
3) Thethingsthat aretruly essentid inlife
b. Who has promised to us:
1) To never leave us nor forsake us
2) To providethe true essntidsin life
3) Tofill our soul with that which truly satisfies
4) To enable usto enjoy the materid blessings we do acquirein life

2. But what God has promised is contingent upon what Jesus said...

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you” - Mt 6:33

If you desire to be truly content, you must set as your priority the Will of God; have you made His Will
the primary focus of your life?
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Stability In Our Service To God
Hebrews 13:7-17

INTRODUCTION

1. Throughout his epistle, the author has exhorted his readersto “steadfastness’...

a

b
C.
d.
e.

With awarning not to drift avay - He 2:1

. With apromise of becoming partakers of Christ - He 3:14

With exhortations to be diligent - He 4:11; 6:11-12
With areminder of God' s fathfulness - He 10:23
With a promise of great reward - He 10: 35-36

2. Asthe epidle draws near to its end, we find some final exhortations that appear to encourage such
Steadfastness...

a

b.

They are sprinkled throughout He 13:7-17
They are given in view of the danger of “various and strange doctrines’ - He 13:9

3. The need for such exhortations is no lesstoday asit was then...

a

b.

There are many various and strange doctrines today
It iseasy for usto forget the smplicity thet isin Christ

[I1f we are not to be carried about with various and strange doctrines, then “ Stability In Our Service
To God” iswha we need. What can we glean from our text that will aid usin our steadfastness? Firs,
there are...]

|. THINGSTO REMEMBER (7-14)

A. THOSE WHO FAITH ISWORTHY OF EMULATION... (7)

B.

1. Intheorigind context of the epidle...
a. Theauthor here may have in reference those leaders who origindly spoke the word of
God to them
b. That may have included the gpostles themsdves - cf. He 2:3
c. “..consdering the outcome of their conduct” may imply that they were dead, and that
their faith served them well
2. But it would be gppropriate to remember the faithfulness of our “leaders’ today
a. Those elders who have spoken God' sword to us
b. Those dders whose faith enabled them to magnify Chrigt in both life and degth
3. Not only remember them, but “whose faith follow”
a. We should seek to emulate al those whose faith has set agood example - Ph 3:17
b. Especidly those whose faith sustained them to the end!

“JESUSCHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER...” (8)
1. Inwhat way is“Jesus Chrigt, the same yesterday, today, and forever”?
a. Cetanly not in every respect, for He was once “in the fledi’, but not today
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The context must determine, and the context pertainsto:
1) Theword of God which has been spoken - He 13:7
2) Variousand strange doctrines- He 13:9

It is therefore the doctrine of Jesus, which is unchangesble

2. One may therefore rightly ask whenever they hear of some strange or new doctrine: “Did
Jesus or His apostlesteach this?” - cf. Ga 1:8-9

C. WHAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST... (9-14)
It is gpparent the author hasin mind the temptation to return to the Law
a. Tothedigary redrictionsfound in the Law

1.

b.

To the dltar and tabernacle of the Old Covenant

2. But what we have in Chrig include:
a. Heartsthat are strengthened by grace, not food - He 13:9

b.

C.

1) Andluson to the dietary restrictions of Judaism

2) While they served their purpose, did not provide what we redly need - cf. Co 3:
20-23

An dtar from which those who serve in the physicd tabernacle have no right to edt - He

13:10-13

1) The“dta” islikdy ametonymy for the sacrifice offered on it

2) If 0, then our “dtar” isthe sacrifice of Chrigt, which is of no benefit to those who
hold to the Old Law - cf. Ga 5:4

3) Asour sacrifice (Christ), had to suffer “outside the gate” to provide our
sanctification, so we should be willing to serve Him “outsde the camp” (i.e,, outsde
the physicd rdligious community of Isradl)

A “city’ which isyet to come-He 13:14

1) Likeour father Abraham, we wait for the city “whose builder and maker is God”
- He11:9-10

2) Wearebut strangers and pilgrims on the earth, desiring that city which God has
prepared - He 11:13-16

3) Therefore, it isnot physicad Jerusalem we long for, but “the holy city, New
Jarusdem” - cf. He 12:22; Re 3:12; 21:1-2,10-11

[Dare we jeopardize these wonderful blessngsin Christ? Then remember the word and faith of those
who are worthy of emulation, and that the doctrine of Jesus Christ will not change!l Aswe seek
“Stability In Our Service To God’, there are dso...]

II. THINGSTO DO (15-17)

A. OFFER TRUE SPIRITUAL SACRIFICESTO GOD... (15-16)

We may not “serve the tabernacle” of the Old Covenant (v. 10), but we do have
“sacrifices’ to offer - cf. 1 Pe 2:5

Oneisthe sacrifice of “praise” - He 13:15

a. Tha includes anging and prayer, which are the fruit of our lips

1.

2.

2.

b.

In which we praise God as we give thanks to His name

-- Thisweareto do “continualy” (i.e.,, with ability in our service to God)
Another isthe sacrifice of “doing good and sharing” - He 13:16
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a.  With such sacrifices God is pleased
b. They arelike the “sweet-amelling aroma” of incense - cf. Ph 4:18

B. OBEY THOSE WHO RULE OVER US... (17)
1. Ealier hewrote of their previous leadership (v.7); now hewrites of their present leadership
2. Thesearemod likdy their “elders’ (aso known as “bishops’, “pastors’)
a. They were given the oversght of the local congregation - Ac 20:17,28; 1 Pe5:1-2
b. The souls of the congregation were “entrusted” to them - 1 Pe 5:3
They watch over us, as those who must one day give an account - He 13:17
4. Therefore we should “obey” and “submit”
a. Tha their work will be one of joy, not grief
b. If wegrievethemin therr work, it will not be profitable for ud
--  Of course, this assumes they are leading the flock in the right direction (some eders do
not, and may need rebuke - cf. Ac 20:28-30; 1 Ti 5:19-20)

w

CONCLUSION

1. Do you wish to remain steadfast in your faith, with stability in your service to God?

2. Then remember such things as.
a. Thoseworthy of emulation, and consder the outcome of their conduct
b. Jesus Christ, whose doctrine is the same yesterday, today, and forever
c. Theblessngswe havein Chrigt:
1) Hearts established by grace
2) Andtar (the sacrifice of Jesus) to which some have no right
3) A heavenly city whose builder and maker is God

3. And be careful to do such things as.
a. Offering the spiritud sacrifices of praise and doing good to others
b. Obeying those who have been entrusted to watch for our souls

With such “ Stability In Our Service To God”, then by God' s grace we too will be “the same
yesterday, today, and forever”!
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Closing Words Befitting A Grand Epistle
Hebrews 13:18-25

INTRODUCTION

1. Wenow come to the closing words of what istruly “a grand epistle” ...

a. Onethat has been described as:
1) Beginning like an essay
2) Progressing like asermon
3) Ending like aletter

b. Inwhich we noted systematic arguments upholding:
1) The superiority of Jesus Chrigt
2) The superiority of the New Covenant dedicated by His blood

c. Where we have been exhorted to:
1) Draw near to God with atrue heart in full assurance of faith
2) Hold fast the confesson of our hope without wavering
3) Consder one another in order to stir up love and good works
4) Run with endurance the race set before us, looking to Jesus as we do so
5) Purse peace with dl men and holiness
6) Heed the voice of Him who speaks from heaven
7) Serve God with reverence and godly fear
8) Lovethe brethren, display hospitdity to strangers, and remember the prisoners
9) Uphold the sanctity of marriage and avoid covetousness
10) Avoid various and strange doctrines, obeying those who rule over usin the Lord

2. With the last eight verses, we find:
a. A reques for prayer in bendf of the author - He 13:18-19
b. A benediction offered in behaf of the readers- He 13:20-21
c. A find exhortation, comment and farewd| - He 13:22-25

3. | am suggedting that these verses serve as“ Closing Wor ds Befitting A Grand Epistle” ...
a. For they touch upon themes developed earlier in the epistle
b. Therefore serving as a close worthy of such an epistie as we have studied

[As we take this opportunity to reflect upon these closing words, we first observe the author’s...]

|. REQUEST FOR PRAYER (18-19)

A. ONE REASON FOR HISREQUEST...
1. Heisconfident of “agood conscience’, desiring to live honorably
a. The mention of agood conscience brings to mind severd verses- He 9:9,14; 10:22
b. Through the blood of Chrigt, his conscience has made clean to serve God
2. Certanly their prayersin his behaf would be for agood purpose...
a. To blessaman whose has been cleansed by the blood of Christ!
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b. To blessaman who desresto live honorably!
B. ANOTHER REASON FOR HISREQUEST...
1. To berestored to them sooner
2. Thus he expresses his intention to come them

[Having requested their prayers, the author reciprocates with a prayer of hisown...]

II. BENEDICTION OFFERED IN THEIR BEHALF (20-21)

A. MAY GOD...

1. Described as “the God of peace’
a. A description found often in Paul’ s letters - Ro 15:33; 16:20; 1 Th 5:23; Ph 4:9
b. Heisthe source of peace (note the salutations in most epistles)

2. “who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead’
a. Thisisthe only explicit reference to Jesus’ resurrection in the epistle
b. Thoughitisassumed in passages which spesk of Chrigt a the right hand of God - cf.

He1:3; 4:14; 9:24 10:12; 12:2
3. Jesusisdescribed as“that great Shepherd of the sheep” - cf. Jn 10:11,14

B. MAKE YOU COMPLETE...
1. “inevery good work to do Hiswill”
a. Theauthor wants them to be complete in doing God' swill
b. Yet he recognizes that they cannot do it on their own, they will need God' s help!
2. How will God make them complete in every good work to do His will?
a. “through the blood of the everlasting covenant”
1) Thisrefers, of course, to the blood of Jesus
a) Whichisableto purge our conscience from dead works - He 9:14
b) By which Jesus has become the Mediator of the New Covenant - He 9:15
2) By thisblood Jesus has “perfected forever those who are being sanctified” - He 10:
10,14
--  Through the blood of Jesus, then, God is able to make us complete in every good
work to do Hiswill
b. “working in you whét is pleasing in His sght, through Jesus Chrigt”
1) Not only are we cleansed by the blood of Jesus, but God works in us to do what
pleases Him!
a) Thisisreminiscent of Paul’scommentsin Ph 2:12-13
b) That aswe “work out” our savation, God “worksin” ud
2) Ingrumentd in God working in usistherole of His Spirit...
a) We are strengthened by God' s Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16
b) Itisby the Spirit we can put to degth the deeds of the body - Ro 8:13
-- Itishby both the blood of Jesus and the work of the Spirit that we are truly “washed”,
“judified” and “sanctified” - 1 Co 6:11; Ti 3:5-7

[While we are admonished throughout this epistle to be steadfadt, this closing prayer reminds that we
arenot done. In Hisgrace and mercy, God aids in our desires and effortsto do Hiswill! And now at
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last, we notice a...]

[I.FINAL EXHORTATION, COMMENT, AND FAREWELL (22-25)

A. HISFINAL EXHORTATION... (22)
1. To "bear with the word of exhortation”
a. Thisepidle hastruly been one of exhorting them; we have exhortations againg...
1) Dirifting from what they have heard - He 2:1-4
2) Depating fromtheliving God - He 3:12-15
3) Disobedienceto HisWord - He 4:11-13
4) Dullness of hearing - He 5:11-6.6
5) Despisng God's grace - He 10:26-39
6) Defying Him who now spegks from heaven - He 12:14-29
b. While at times he has written rather strongly, he encourages them to bear with it
2. While one of the longer epidtlesin the New Testament, it was dill “written to you in few
words’ (compare it with some of the writings of the “church fathers’!)

B. ACOMMENT REGARDING TIMOTHY ... (23)
1. “Our brother Timothy” - most likely he who was Paul’ s constant companion
2. Evidently just released from prison, and likely to join the author in coming to them

C. GREETINGSAND FAREWELL ... (24-25)

1. Greetings from the author...
a. To"dl thosewho rule over you', i.e, their elders (cf. He 13:7,17)
b. To“dl thesants’, i.e, therest of the Christian

2. Grestings from “those from Italy”; this suggests two possibilities..
a. Theauthor was writing from Itdy, passng aong greetings from those present
b. The author was writing to Italy, sending greetings from thase with him who were from

there
3. A gmplefarewdl: *Grace bewith you dl. Amen”

CONCLUSION

1. Soends*“theword of exhortation”, that grand epistle known smply as The Epistle To The
Hebrews (or “To The Hebrews’)

2. Though written to Jewish Chrigtians, with their particular need in mind...
a. Itisof great vdueto dl Chrigians
b. It tels us more about the intercessory work of our Lord as High Priest than any other book of
the New Testament
c. Itswarnings and exhortations are needed just as much today by Christianswho are being
tempted to leave Christ and go back into the world

Especidly these wordsfound in Hebrews 10: 19-25...

“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of
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Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil,
that is, Hisflesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw
near with atrue heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let ushold
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is
faithful. And let usconsider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, asisthe manner of
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

| pray that our study has served the same purpose, to encourage us dl to...
¢ Draw near to God!
+ Hold fast the hope we confess!

¢ Stir up love and good works!
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