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To The Churches Of Galatia
Galatians 1:1-2

INTRODUCTION

1. Weliveintroubling times...
a. Sinisever present, depravity seemingly on therise
b. There are many religions seeking to address the problem, but their solutions are amiss

2. Chridiansin thefirg century A.D. found themsalves facing Smilar circumstances...
a. Immorality was rampant, mora virtue was scarce
b. Reigionswere many, yet ineffective in saving and sanctifying souls

3. Inhisletter to the churches of Galatia, Paul addressed such concerns...
a. Deding with fase gospels and fase hopes
b. Providing guidance for sdvation and godly living

[Paul’ s epigtle to the Gdatians remains a powerful and reevant guide for Chrigianstoday. Inthis
lesson, we shal consider some background infor mation on the book of Galatians...]

|. THE AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE (1:1-2)

A. PAUL...

1.

a s owdN

Mentions himsdf by nametwice-Ga 1.1, 5:2

Known formerly as Saul of Tarsus, persecutor of the church - Ac 9:1-2

Who became known as the “gpostle to the Gentiles’ - Ac 9:15

Author of half of the books of the New Testament

Regarding his authorship of Gddians

a. Thiswasthe unanimous view of the early church

b. Even modern critics who chalenge the authorship of many of the New Testament books
concede that Gdaiansistruly Pauline

B. ANAPOSTLE...

1.

2.

He immediately identifies as an apodle

a. “not from men nor through man”

b. “but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the deed”
His gospel and gpostleship were questioned by some, this epistie offers an aggressive
defense beginning with this opening Statement

C. THEBRETHREN WITH HIM...

1
2.
3.

“and dl the brethren who are with me”’
Other Chrigtians send their greetings dong with Peaul
Though not named, their inclusion implies support of Paul and the gospd he preached
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[Having identified himsdf as the author of this epistle, Paul then addresses...]

II. THE RECIPIENTSOF THE EPISTLE (1:2)

A. THE REGION OF GALATIA...

1.
2.
3.

4,

Gaddiawas aname used both geographically and paliticaly in the first century - 1 SBE
Geographicdly, it was used to describe the northern part of central Asaminor

Paliticaly, it included parts of Pontus, Phrygia and Lycaonia, i.e., more southern regions of
centra AsaMinor

| believe Paul like had reference to the latter (the Roman province of Gaatia)

B. THE CHURCHESOF GALATIA...

1.

wnN

During their first missonary journey (45-47 A.D.), Paul and Barnabas had the opportunity
to establish saverd churches in the Roman province of Gaatia- Ac 13:14-14:23

On Paul’ s second trip (51-54 A.D.), he and Silas vidited them again - Ac 16:1-5

On Paul’sthird trip (54-58 A.D.), he visited them yet again - Ac 18:23

It is quite likely that the churches of Galatiaincluded those established on hisfirst journey
a. E.g., Antioch, Lystra, Derbe

b. Thehomeof Timothy - Ac 16:1-6

Paul and Peter would later make mention of these brethren in other epistles

a. Paul in referenceto the collection for the saints- 1 Co 16:1

b. Peterinwriting hisfirs episle-1 Pe1:1

[Thetime and place of writing is uncertain (perhaps from Ephesus, sometime around 55 A.D.). What
is more certain because of what was written is...]

[1.THE PURPOSE AND CONTENT OF THE EPISTLE

A. THE PURPOSE...

1.

2.

3.

The churches in Gaatiawere being influenced by those who would “pervert the gospd of
Chrig” - Ga1:6-7; cf. 3:1

Known as ‘ Judaizing teechers, these individuds taught that Gentile Christians needed to be
circumcised and keep the Law of Moses - cf. Ac 15:1

Paul recognized this doctrine would jeopardize the salvation of those souls who accepted it
- cf. Ga5:4

Because the enemies of the true gospe were trying to support their case by undermining
Paul’ s authority as an apostle of Chrigt, it was necessary to verify that he was truly an
gpostle “not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father”
-Gall

Therefore, Paul writesto verify His apostleship and the gospel of justification by
faith in Chrigt

B. THE CONTENT...

1.

2.

Because of his outstanding defense of the gospe of Chrigt in which we have freedom from
an and the Law, this epistle has been cdled “ The Magna Carta Of Christian Liberty”
Hereisabrief outline of the epistle:
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a. Paul’sdefense of hisapostleship - Ga 1-2
1) Introduction - Ga 1:1-10
2) Divineorigin of hisgospd - Ga 1:11-17
3) Rdationship to the other apostles - Ga 1:18-2:21
b. Paul’sdefense of the gospd of justification by faith - Ga 3-4
1) Persona argument - Ga 3:1-5
2) Scripturd argument - Ga 3:6-25
3) Practicd argument - Ga 3:26-4:7
4) Sentimentd argument - Ga 4.8-20
5) Allegoricd argument - Ga 4:21-31
c. Calltostand fast in theliberty of the gospel - Ga 5-6
1) Liberty that excludes the necessity of circumcison - Ga 5:1-6
2) Liberty that fulfillsthe Law - Ga 5:7-15
3) Liberty in which oneisled by the Spirit - Ga 5:16-26
4) Liberty with a sense of responghility - Ga 6:1-10
5) Concluson-Ga6:11-18

CONCLUSION

1. A passagetha expressesthe theme of thisepistleisGa5:1...

“ Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do

not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”

2. Theliberty of which Paul writes about in this epistle pertainsto...

a

b
C.
d.
e

Freedom from the bondage of sin - cf. Ga 2:16

. Freedom from the Law of Moses - cf. Ga 4:4-5

Freedom to serve one another in love - cf. Ga 5:13
Freedom from the works of the flesh - cf. Ga 5:16,19-21
Freedom to produce the fruit of the Spirit - cf. Ga 5:22-25

3. Do you desreto learn more about the freedom that Christ provides...?
a.  Jesus spoke of it during His earthly ministry - Jn 8:34-36
b. Then He chose Paul to write about it in this epistiel

If you want to learn more about true freedom, then give specid atention to the epistie written “To The
Churches Of Galatia” ...
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Deliverance From An Evil Age
Galatians 1. 3-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Paul’sgreeting to the churches of Gdatia(Ga 1:3) contains words of grace and peace...
a. From God the Father
b. And our Lord Jesus Chrigt

2. Asanillugraion of such grace and peace, Paul continuesin verse 4...
a. “who gave Himsdf for our Sns’ (grace!)
b. “that He might ddiver usfrom this present evil age’ (peace!)

3. |'would liketo direct our attention to the latter phrase...
a.  Undoubtedly we have heard much about Jesus dying for our Sns
b. But what of thisidea of ddivering us from an evil age?

4. Theword“age’ (aion) as used here means “period of time’...
a.  Paul hasin mind the present period of time
b. Paul viewsthistimeasevil - cf. Ep 5:16; 6:13

[Do we take serioudly the evil of thisage? Do we appreciate the deliverance that Jesus provides?
Consder for afew moments...]

|. THE EVIL OF THISPRESENT AGE

A. EVIL IN PAUL'SDAY...

1.

2.

Paul described the sins of thosein hisday - Ro 1:18-32

a. Agang whom the wrath of God was coming

b. For denying the Creator and suppressng the truth

c. Given up to their own vile passons, they fell into depravity

d. They werefilled with al sorts of unrighteousness

He cdled such sins ‘the works of the fles' - Ga 5:19-21

a. Sinsthat are evident (to those not blinded by them)

b. Sinsunrepented of that will keep one out of the kingdom of heaven -1 Co 6:9-10
Paul and the early Chrigtians found themsalvesliving in an evil time

B. EVIL IN OUR DAY ...

1
2.

3.
4.

Today, many think lightly of suchthingsas fornication, adultery, divorce

One is consdered enlightened when they support: abortion, homosexuality, same-sex
marriage

More and more our cultureis accepting: lasciviousness, por nogr aphy, drug abuse
All of which reflect aworld view impacted by: humanism, evolution, selfishness
Today we find oursalveslivingin avery evil time
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[Yes, things are not much different today than they werein Paul’sday. Y et Jesus gave Himsdlf for our
ans“tha He might ddiver us from this present evil age’ (Ga 1:4). Consider therefore...]

II. THE DELIVERANCE THE LORD PROVIDES

A. DELIVERANCE FROM THE GUILT OF SIN...
1. Snisatransgresson of God'slaw -1Jn 3:4
2. All have snned, for which the punishment is degth - Ro 3:23; 6:23
3. Jesus blood frees us from the guilt of Sn-Ep 1:7
4. Werecalve remission of Snswhen we are baptized - Ac 2:38; 22:16
-- In Jesus, thereisno condemnation for sin - Ro 8:1; 3:24

B. DELIVERANCE FROM THE POWER OF SIN...
1. Sinendaves, but Jesus provides freedom from the dominion of Sn - Jn 8:31-36
2. ThisHedoesby giving usthe Spirit - Jn 7:37-39
3. Wereceve the Spirit when we are baptized - Ac 2:38; Ga 3:26-27; 4.6
4. With the Spirit's aid, we can put to death the deeds of the flesh - Ro 8:12-13; Ep 3:16,20
-- InJesus, we are set free from thelaw of sin and death - Ro 7:24-25; 8:2

C. DELIVERANCE FROM THE TEMPTATION OF SIN...
1. We continue to be tempted by fleshly desires- 1 Pe 2:11; Ja 1:14
2. Jesus teaches us to watch and pray that we might avoid temptation - Mt 26:41
3. HisFather will not alow us to be tempted beyond what we are able to bear - 1 Co 10:13a
4. Inevery temptation He will provide away of escape- 1 Co 10:13b
-- In Jesus, the godly can find deliverance out of temptations - 2 Pe 2:9

D. DELIVERANCE FROM THE MORAL DARKNESS OF OUR WORLD...
1. Those endaved to Sn are darkened in their understanding - Ep 4:17-18; cf. 2 Co 4:3-4
2. Which explainstheir lewdness and greediness- Ep 4:19
3. But Jesusreveds mord truth, and how we are to be renewed in true righteousness and
holiness - Ep 4:20-24
-- In Jesus, light shinesin the moral morassthat plaguesour world - Jn 8:12; 12:46

E. DELIVERANCE FROM THE WORLD THAT ISPASSING AWAY ...

This present age with itslusisis passing away - 1 Jn 2:17

The day is coming when thisworld and its works will be burned up - 2 Pe 3:10

Even if we live out our lives, they are as momentary vapor - Ja 4:14

Our ddiverance may come in the form of our own degth - cf. 1sa 57:1-2

It will eventualy come at the return of Chrigt -1 Th 4:15-17

-- In Jesus, we have the promise of deliverance from every evil work - 2 Ti 4:18

bk owbdpE

CONCLUSION

1. Livinginamordly confused and soiritud dark world, in Jesus we find...
a. Ddiverancefrom the guilt of sin
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Ddiverance from the power of sin

Ddiverance from the temptation of sin
Déliverance from the moral darkness of our world
Deiverancefrom the wor Id that is passing away

©®opoT

2. We note that such ddiveranceis “according to the will of our God and Father”... - Ga 1:4c
a. It wasHis plan from the very beginning - Ep 1:3-6
b. It wasHislovethat offered His Son for our sns- 1 Jn 4:9-10

3. How shdl we respond to such deliverance...?
a. Itwasdesgned to be “to the praise of the glory of Hisgrace” - Ep 1.6
b. Thus Paul writes concerning God: *“to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” - Ga 1.5

Shdl we not glorify God by accepting His graceful ddliverance from this evil age that He makes possible
through His Son Jesus Christ? We do so through obedience to the gospd... - ¢f. Mk 16:15-16
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Perversions Of The Gospel
Galatians 1.6-10

INTRODUCTION

1. Assoon as Paul began his epistle to the Galatians, he expressed concern...
a. Marvding they were turning o soon to a different gospe - Ga 1:6
b. Letting themsalves be troubled by some perverting the gospd of Christ - Ga 1:7

2. Itisimportant to know the difference between the pure gospd and perverted gospels...
a. To accept adifferent gospel isto be accursed - Ga 1:8-9
b. To not obey the true gospe isto face condemnation - cf. 2 Th 1.7-8; 1 Pe 4:17

[Today we need to be just as concerned about “ Per ver sions Of The Gospel”. Are we aware of
how some have perverted the gospel of Christ? There has been at least four such perversions...]

|. THE GOSPEL OF FAITH PLUSTHE LAW

A. THISPERVERSION EXPLAINED...
1. This‘gospd’ wasthe problem Paul faced in his day
2. Some Jewish Chrigtians demanded that Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep the Law of
Moses as well as obey the gospel of Christ - Ac 15:1-5; Ga 2:1-5

B. THISPERVERSION REFUTED...
1. Atthecouncil in Jerusdem - Ac 15:22-31
2. Intheepidleto the Gaatians- Ga 5:1-6
3. Inother epigtles of Paul (e.g., Romans, Colossans)

[Note carefully that those who seek to be judtified by the Law fal from grace (Ga 5:4). Thisillugtrates
the danger of accepting a‘perverted gospel’. Another such ‘gospd’ is...]

II. THE GOSPEL OF WORKSWITHOUT FAITH

A. THISPERVERSION EXPLAINED...
1. This‘gospd’ developed later in the course of church history
2. It exdted the efficacy of certain ordinances to the excluson of faith
3. Thus some believed you could baptize others without the need of faith
a. Such asinfant baptism
b. Suchasinfidel baptism(eg., a the point of a sword)

B. THISPERVERSION REFUTED...
1. Fathisessentid to pleasing God and our sdvation - He 11:6; Jn 8:24; Mk 16:16
2. Repentance of sinsand faith in Chrigt are prerequisites to baptism - Ac 2:38; 8:35-37
3. ltisfathintheworking of God thet resultsin risng to anew life- Co 2:12-13
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[A popular perversion of the gospel iswhat wewill call...]

[1.THE GOSPEL OF GOOD WORKSONLY

A. THISPERVERSION EXPLAINED...
1. Many have theideathat aslong asyou are abasicaly ‘good person’, you will be saved
2. Especidly if your ‘good deeds outnumber or outweigh your ‘bad deeds
3. Thusagood mora person, especidly if rdigious, is assumed to be saved

B. THISPERVERSION REFUTED...

1. Good mora people, even devout, are in need of salvation
a. Corndlius was agood, mora, devout man- Ac 10:1-6
b. Yet he needed to be saved - Ac 11:14

2. Many examples of converdon in Actsinvolved religioudy devout people
a.  The 3000 on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:5
b. The Ethiopian eunuch - Ac 8:27
C. Lydiaof Thyatira- Ac 16:14
d. Paul -Ac22:3

3. We cannot be saved by our good works - Ep 2:8-9; Ti 3:4-7

[Sometimes a perversion of the gospel |eads others to overreact with another perversion...]

IV. THE GOSPEL OF FAITH ONLY

A. THISPERVERSION EXPLAINED...
1. This‘gospd’ procdlamsthat oneis saved by “faith only”
2. l.e, no obedienceisrequired, especialy not baptism
3. Anovereaction to savation by works without faith, or to the gospd of good works

B. THISPERVERSION REFUTED...

1. Thegospd of Christ requires obedience
a. Jesusisthe author of eternd sdvation to dl who obey Him-He 5:9
b. Paul proclaimed what he called “the obedience of faith” - Ro 1:5; 16:25-26
c. Paul and Peter warned of those who obeyed not the gospel -2 Th 1:7-9; 1 Pe 4:17
d. Wearenot saved by “faith only” - cf. Ja 2:17,20,24,26

2. Many fall to digtinguish between different kinds of works
a Worksof the Law (of Maoses), by which oneis not judtified - Ga 2:16
b. Meritoriousworks, doneto earn salvation, which isimpossble - Ep 2:8-9; Ti 3:4-7
c. Worksof God, commanded of usto please Him - cf. Jn 6:28-29

3. Works of God are done, not to earn sdvation, but to recelve God's grace
a FathinJesusisawork of God - Jn 6:29
b. Repentance of snsisawork of God - Ac 17:30
c. Confessng Jesusisaawork of God - Ro 10:9-10
d. Suchworksin of themsavesdo not saveus- cf. Lk 17:10

4. So baptism isawork of God, not awork of man
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a. Commanded by Jesus and His gpostles- Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
b. Inwhich God doesthework of saving - Co 2:11-12; Ti 3.5
c. Inwhichwe put on Chrigt - Ga 3:26-27

d. Which, when obeyed, causes others to thank God - Ro 6:17-18; cf. 6:3-7

CONCLUSION

1. There have been other perverted gospels...
a.  Such as Gnosticism, which denied Jesus coming in the flesh
b. Such as M or monism, which procdlams a different gospd based upon *angelic revelation’

2. We need to be careful to receive the gospel preached by the apostles...
a. Even angdlic revdations are to be rgected if different from what the gpostles preached
b. Otherwise we will be accursed

3. The pure gospd of Christ may not be popular, but who are we trying to plesse...?
a. If itis men, then we are not true servants of Chrigt - Ga 1:10
b. If itisthe mgority, we are on the wrong path - Mt 7:13-14

Isthe gospel you heard, received, and obeyed, the same gospe proclaimed by the apostles of Jesus
Chrigt...?- cf. Ac 2:36-41; 8:35-38
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Paul’s Remar kable Conversion
Galatians 1:11-24

INTRODUCTION

1. Inwriting to the churchesin Gaatia, Paul set out to prove that...
a. Hisapostleship came from Jesus, not man-Ga 1:1
b. Hisgospd came by reveation from Jesus, not man - Ga 1:11-12

2. Indoing 50, he reveded remarkable facts about his converson...
a.  Which not only subgtantiates his claims regarding his gospe and gpostleship
b. But dso provides evidence for our faith in Jesus as the Son of God
[The latter hdf of the first chapter of Gaatians reved's pertinent facts concerning Paull....]

|. BEFORE AND AFTER HISCONVERS ON

A. BEFORE HISCONVERSION...
1. He persecuted the church - Ga 1:13
a InJerusdem-Ac8:1-3
b. Andbeyond - Ac 9:1-2
c. Something he believed he ought to do - Ac 26:9-11
2. Hewasadvancing in Judasm - Ga 1:14
a. Asascholar, trained at the feet of Gamalid - Ac 22:3; cf. 5:34
b. Insocid standing, advancing beyond many of his contemporaries
1) Holding positions of religious power - Ac 26:12
2) Which likely included accessto financia power
c. Hewasonthe'fast tract’ of successamong his peers!
3. Hewaszedousfor hisancestral and religious traditions - Ga 1: 14
a. Proud to be aHebrew - Ph 3:4-5
b. Proud to be a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee - Ph 3:5; Ac 23:6
1) A consarvative sect of the Jews - Ac 26:4-5
2) Noted for their opposition to Jesus during His minigtry - eg., Mt 12:14
c.  With such areligious background, he was naturadly prejudiced againgt Jesus - Ac 26:9

B. AFTER HISCONVERSION...

1. He had limited contact with the apostles - Ga 1:15-20
a. Hedid not see them for three years after his converson
b. Eventhen, it was for was for just fifteen days- cf. Ac 9:26-30
c. Even then, he saw only Peter, and Jamesthe Lord’s brother

2. Hewas unknown by face to the churches of Judea- Ga 1:21-24
a. He spent ten yearsin Syriaand Cilicia- cf. Ac 9:30
b. Thosein Judeaonly heard about him
c. Thoughthey cameto glorify God in him - cf. Ac 9:31
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[ The circumstances of Paul’ s conversion should cause usto glorify God aswell, which should become
more apparent as we consider various...]

. EXPLANATIONS FOR HISCONVERSION

A. PERHAPSTHERE WASAN ULTERIOR MOTIVE...
1. Couldit have been wealth?
a. Hehad that with the Jews
b. Heleftit for the poverty of following Christ - cf. 1 Co 4:11-12; Ac 20:33-34
2. Couldit have been fame?
a. Hehad tha with the Jews
b. Consider what he experienced asa Chrigtian - cf. 1 Co 4:10,13
1) Regarded asfoolish and wesk, even by other Christians
2) Viewed asthefilth of the world by those in the world
3. Could it have been power?
a. Hehad that with the Jews
b. Comparethiswith what he suffered as a Chrigtian - cf. 2 Co 11:24-28
-- Indeed, no ulterior motive can be found to explain Paul’ s conversion

B. PERHAPSHE WASDECEIVED...
1. Then who deceived him?
a. Friendswould nat, for he was their champion againg the Chrigtians
b. Chrigtians could not, because of his persecution againgt them
1) Putting them into prison, chasing them into other towns- Ac 8:3; 9:1-2
2) Even after his converson, many feared him - cf. Ac 9:26
2. Histestimony does not dlow for the possibility of deception
a. Heclamed to receive his gospe from Jesus, not man - Ga 1:11-12
b. He clamed to see Jesusraised from the dead - 1 Co 15:8
-- Theempirical nature of histestimony precludes the possibility of deception

C. PERHAPSHE WASMAD...
1. Such wasthe concluson of Festus, the governor - Ac 26:24
2. Others havetried to explain his converson in psychologica terms
a. Tha hisintense persecution of Chrigtians gave him aguilt-ridden conscience
b. That combined with the hegt on the road to Damascus, he became ddlirious and only
thought he saw Jesud!
3. Yet condder the testimony of Paul
a. Hehad aclear conscience regarding persecuting the Chrigtians - Ac 23:1
1) It was something he thought he should do - Ac 26:9
2) Hedidit out of ignorance, for which he knew hereceived mercy - 1 Ti 1:13
b. He said he saw Jesus more than once
1) Not just on the road to Damascus!
2) But on other occasonsaswell - Ac 18:9-10; 22:17-21; 23:11; 2 Co 12:8-9
-- Read hisepistles, do they seem like letterswritten by a mad man?
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D. THEONLY PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION: HE SAW JESUS...!

1. Theexplanation given by Paul himsdf
a. Before the Jerusdlem mob - Ac 22:1-16
b. Before King Agrippa and Festus the governor - cf. Ac 26:12-23

2. lItisthe only explanation that explains his converson
a. Why hewaswilling to forego wedlth, fame, and power
b. Why he waswilling to suffer poverty, shame, and persecution

-- Ashesaid “1 wasnot disobedient to the heavenly vision...” - Ac 26:19

CONCLUSION

1. “Paul’sRemarkable Conversion” isbest explained by...
a. Hisown testimony that it was the resurrected Jesus who appeared to him
b. Not once, but continuoudy throughout the rest of hislife
-- Serving asone of the greatest evidencesfor the resurrection of Jesus!

2. What will you do with “ Paul’s Remarkable Conversion” ...?
a. If youdo not yet believe in Jesus, may it spark further investigation into the evidence for the
resurrection of Jesus Christ!
b. If you dready bdievein Jesus, may it move you to glorify God! - cf. Ga 1:24

3. One of the best ways to glorify God isto give heeds to the words of His servant Paull...
a.  Who would have us come to know and obey the One he saw on the road to Damascus
b. Who haswritten of the true life and liberty that Jesus offersto al who believe and obey

Through such evidence as* Paul’ s Remarkable Conversion” , God has born witness to the
resurrection of Jesus. Have you responded to this evidence with the obedience of fath...?
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Circumcision And The Gospel
Galatians 2:1-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Paul’sprimary purpose in writing to the Gaatians was to defend...
a. Hisapodleship-Gal:l
b. Hisgospd - Ga 1:11-12

2. Indoing s0, he recounts a meseting that took place in Jerusalem, in which...
a. He, Barnabas, and Titus attended - Ga 2:1
b. He had the opportunity to relate the gospel he preached - Ga 2:2
c. Sometried to compd Titus (a Greek) to be circumcised - Ga 2:3-5
a. By fdse brethren, who sought to force Titus to keep the Law
b. Which Paul adamantly refused, standing fast for “the truth of the gospd”

3. Theissueof circumcision and the gospel was amgor concern in the first century...

a. Did Gentiles (non-Jews) who became Christians have to be circumcised as per the Law?

b. The question preoccupied many churches, and much of Paul’s ministry

[While the issue was resolved sufficiently that it is rarely a problem today, there are important lessonsto

be gleaned from astudy of “ Circumcison And The Gospd” . Let’sreview, therefore...]

|. THE PRACTICE OF CIRCUMCISION

A. INTHE OLD TESTAMENT...
It continued with Isaac, Jacob and his sons - Gen 21:4; 34:14-17

It was required to observe the Passover - Exo 12:48
Male children were to be circumcised the eighth day - Lev 12:1-3

agbhowwNE

Jordan River - Josh 5:1-8

B. INTHE NEW TESTAMENT...
John the Baptist was circumcised as an infant - Lk 1:59
Jesus was likewise circumcised on the eighth day - Lk 2:21

It was the focus of controversy in Antioch and Jerusdlem - Ac 15:1-2,4-6
Paul had Timothy circumcised - Ac 16:1-3

It was rumored that Paul taught Jews not to be circumcised - Ac 21:18-21
It was certainly afrequent subject in Paul’s epistles

a TotheRomans- Ro 2:25-29; 3:1,30; 4:9-12; 15:8

b. Tothe Corinthians-1 Co 7:18-19

NooaswWDRE

Asasign of acovenant, it began with Abraham - Gen 17:9-14,23-27; cf. Ro 4:11

Moses circumcised his sons, and gave the ordinance to Israel - Exo 4:26; cf. Jn 7:22

It became an issue when the gospel was first preached to Gentiles- Ac 11:1-3

The Jews born in the wilderness had not been circumcised, but were after they crossed the
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c. Especidly to the Gadians- Ga 2:1-9,12; 5:2-6,11; 6:12-15
d. Mentioned in Ephesians- Ep 2:11
e. AlsototheColossans-Co 2:11; 3:11; 4:11

[Because of the role of circumcisonin Isradl’ s higtory, and its Sgnificance in early history of the church,
it isimportant that we properly understand it in relation to...]

II. THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL

A. PHYSICAL CIRCUMCISION NOT REQUIRED...
1. Evidenced by the converson of Cornelius and hisfamily - Ac 10:44-48; 11:17-18
2. Confirmed a that conferencein Jerusdem - Ac 15:7-21
3. Proclamed by the letter sent by the apostles and elders - Ac 15:22-31
4. Expounded upon by Paul in hisletters- Ro 4:8-12; 1 Co 7:19; Ga 5:1-6; 6:15

B. SPIRITUAL CIRCUMCISION NOW AVAILABLE...
1. A circumcison made without hands, in which snsare cut avay - Co 2:11
2. Which occurs when we buried with Chrigt in baptism, then raised with Him - Co 2:12
3. When God makes us dive with Chrig, forgiving our Sns- Co 2:13

[The physcd rite of circumcision has become a matter of indifference to God, though it can be used and
misused. From both the practice of circumcision and the truth of the gospel asreveded in the Bible,

let’ssummarize...]

[1I.THE LESSONS FROM CIRCUMCISION

A. RITUAL ALONE NOT ADEQUATE...
1. Thiswastrue even when circumcision was required of |sragl
2. God dedred circumcision of the heart as well as of the flesh - Deu 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4
3. Paul explained that the true Jew was the one circumcised in heart - Ro 2:28-29
-- Thesameistrueof baptism; it must be accompanied with faith and repentance
- Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 8:36-37; Co 2:12

B. THE LAW HASPASSED AWAY ...
1. Jesussadnot onejot or tittle of the Law would pass until dl wasfulfilled - Mt 5:17-18
2. Circumcision was required by the Law - Exo 12:48; Lev 12:1-3
3. If drcumcadgion isno longer binding, the change implies the passing away of the Law
-- A dmilar point is made with referenceto the priesthood of Christ - He 7:12-19

C. 'EVERLASTING’ MAY NOT MEAN ‘LASTING FOREVER'...

1. Circumcison was described as the Sgn of an ‘everlagting covenant’ - Gen 17:10-14

2. Inthecaseof circumcision, ‘everlaging’ (Heb., olam) did not mean ‘lagting forever’
a. BDB definesolam as “long duration, antiquity, futurity, for ever, ever, everlagting,

ever more, perpetud, old, ancient, world”
b. The Complete Word Study Dictionary defines olam as*meaning avery long time”
c. “ltmay cover agiven parson'slifetime (Exo 21:6; 1 Sam 1:22); aperiod of many
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generations (Josh 24:2; Pro 22:28); the time of the present created order (Deu
33:15; Psa 73:12); time beyond this tempora sphere, especialy when used regarding
God (Gen 21:33; Psa 90:2; Dan 12:2, Dan 12:7) - ibid.
d. “Theterm aso gppliesto many things associated with God, such as His decrees, His
covenants, and the Messiah (Gen 9:16; Exo 12:14; Mic 5:2).” - ibid.
3. If ‘everlading’ always meant ‘lagting forever’, then we should il be observing:
a. The Passover - Exo 12:14
b. The Feast of Unleavened Bread - Exo 12:17
C. The priesthood of Aaron - Exo 29:9
d. The Sabbath - Exo 31:16-17
e. Thesacrifices, with ther portions for the priests - Lev 6:18; 7:34-36; 10:15
f. Fadting and anima sacrifices on the Day of Atonement - Lev 16:29-34
g The Feast of Tabernacles- Lev 23:39-42
h. ...and many other elements of the Law described as ‘ everlagting ordinances
4. From the context of the Scriptures, one discerns when ‘everlasting’ means ‘lasting forever’
-- Sincecircumcision isno longer binding, we should not be surprised such istruewith
other elementsof the Law - cf. Co 2:16-17; He 9:10

D. WHEN TRADITION BECOMES SINFUL...

1. Paul did not hestate to use the tradition of circumcison when expedient - Ac 16:3
a. The same with other Jewish traditions - Ac 18:18,21
b. Even somethat involved anima sacrifices- Ac 21:18-26
2. Yet he opposed circumcison (and other eements of the Law) when people attempted to:
a. Bind it on Gentiles, asin the case of Titus- Ga 2:3-5
b. Useitfor the purpose of justification - Ga 5:2-4
3. Thus Jesus dso condemned traditions of menwhen they:
a. Aretaught as commandments to be bound on others- Mk 7:6-7
b. By their observance prevent keeping the commandments of God - Mk 7:8-13
-- Under theright circumstances, traditions may be observed - cf. Ro 14:5-6

CONCLUSION

1. Theissueof circumcison may seem antiquated and unimportant...

a

b.

It certainly is not one of the *hot issues of our day
Y et lessons learned from studying the issue can be very hdpful

2. Underganding theissue of circumcision can help us preserve the truth of the gospel...

a

b
C.
d

We are saved by an obedient faith in Christ, not by keeping the Law of Moses

. The Law asasystem of judtification cameto an end a the cross of Christ

Elements of the Law, such as circumcision, the Passover, Sabbath, etc., are not binding today

. Traditions of the Law might be observed on apersond leve, but itisasinto baseone's

sdvation on them, or to bind them on other people

While circumcision of the flesh is nonessentid, the circumcison ‘without hands' is certainly necessary if
we areto have our Sins‘cut away’ ... - cf. Co 2:11-13
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Paul And Peter
Galatians 2:6-19

INTRODUCTION

1. Paul’sdefends his gpostleship in Galatians by recounting...
a. Hislimited contact with the other gpostles, in particular Peter - Ga 1:11-24
b. Two episodes when he met with the apostles, especidly Peter - Ga 2:1-21

2. Therdationship between Paul and Peter has often been misrepresented...
a. That Peter had primacy over Paul (Catholicism)
b. That they had doctrina differences (Criticism)

[The Biblical evidence shows otherwise. Both in Galatians and el sewhere in the Scriptures, we note
their equality and respect for one another. From our text (Ga 2:6-19), consder fird...]

I. PAUL'SVISIT TO JERUSALEM

A. THE OCCASION...
1. Paul, Barnabas and Titus had gone to Jerusdem by revelation - cf. Ga 2:1-2

a

b.

Likely the vist to Jerusdlem described in Ac 15:2-4
Though some think it may have occurred earlier - cf. Ac 11:29-30; 12:25

2. Paul withstood pressure by fase teachers - cf. Ga 2:2-5

a

b.

C.

In a private meeting, he spoke with those “ of reputation” (Peter? James?)
Fase brethren sought to compd Titusto be circumcised
Paul refused to yield to their demands

3. Paul met with Peter, James, and John, who “seemed to be pillars’ - cf. Ga 2:6,9

B. THE OUTCOME...
1. With those “who seemed to be something” (James, Cephas, John) - Ga 2:6-10

a

b.

C.

~ 0o

They added nothing to Paul (made no demands, gave no ingtructions or authority)
They saw that Paul had been given the gospe to the uncirmcumcison

Paul recognized God's effective work in Peter’s ministry and Peter’ s apostleship to the
circumcison

James, Cephas (Peter) and John perceived the grace given to Paul

They extended the right hand of fellowship to Paull

They asked only that Paul remember the poor, which he was eager to do

2. Of the meeting together with al the gpostles and dders at Jerusdem - Ac 15:6-29

a

b.

C.

d.

Peter rlated his preaching to the Gentiles, and their salvation without circumcision
Paul and Barnabas rdlated their ministry and God' s working among the Gentiles
James offered scriptura support, and then a letter to which al agreed

The letter confirmed the ministry of “beloved Barnabas and Paul”

[Paul’ svidt to Jerusdem certainly illustrated that he and Peter werein doctrinal agreement regarding
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the gospd they preached. The nature of their relationship is made clearer with...]

II. PETER'SVIST TO ANTIOCH

A. THE OCCASION...

1. Peter played the hypocrite - Ga 2:11-13

a. Hehad cometo Antioch (somethink thiswas during Ac 15:1; others think it was later)

At fird he ate with the Gentiles
After certain men came from James, Peter withdrew and separated himsdlf
He feared those of the circumcision
His actions encouraged other Jews to be hypocrites, even Barnabas
2. PaJI confronted Peter - Ga 2:11,14-19
He withstood Peter to his face, because he was to be blamed
He rebuked Peter before them dl, showing him to be incons stent
Paul’s gospd (judtification by faith in Chrigt, not by the works of the Law) vindicated by
Peter, who normdly lived like a Gentile himsdlf - cf. Peter dso, in Ac 15:7-11

®ao o

oo

B. THE OUTCOME...
1. Paul’sequdity with Peter demondtrated - Ga 2:11,14
a. Paul had the authority to withstand him to hisface
b. Paul had the authority to charge him with hypocrisy before dl
2. Peter’srespect for Paul undiminished - cf. 2 Pe 3:15-16
a. Peter later described Paul as “our beloved brother Paul”
b. Peter acknowledged the wisdom given to Paul
c. Peter recognized Paul’ s epistles as “ Scriptures’

[Peter’ s vidit to Antioch was not a happy occasion, but it did provide an opportunity to illustrate the
equality of Peter and Paul, and that despite Peter’s momentary lapse, his overal life demonstrated
that his gospel wasthe same as Paul’s. Findly, some thoughts regarding a couple of...]

[11.LESSONS FROM PAUL AND PETER

A. THE COURAGE OF PAUL ...

1. We note the cour age manifested by Paul in Jerusdem and Antioch
a. Refusing to concede to pressure by false brethren
b. Standing done with even your closest brethren are led astray
c. Having to rebuke arespected brother in Christ

2. Paul’s courage was motivated by faithfulness
a. Fathfulnessto the Lord whom he served
b. Fathfulnessto the gospd of which he was not ashamed - ¢f. Ro 1:16

B. THEHUMILITY OF PETER...
1. We note the humility manifested by Peter in hislast epistle
a. Not holding agrudge againgt Paul for his public rebuke
b. Willing to publicly acknowledge Paul’ s wisdom given by inspiration
2. Peter’shumility was motivated by love
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a Lovefor abrother in Christ
b. Love consstent with what he himsdf taught others - cf. 1 Pe 3:8-9

CONCLUSION

1. Thereationship between Paul and Peter illustrates the power of Chrigt...
a. Toturn persecutor and persecuted into coworkers for the gospel
b. To help brethren at odds work through their problems to become brethren beloved

2. While Paul and Peter had a different focus in their respective minidtries...
a. They served the same Lord, preached the same gospel
b. Onewas not superior to the other, they were fellow-apostles in the kingdom of God

Rather than trying to find some perceived ‘rift’ between two faithful apostles, may we use their examples
to motivate usin our service to the Lord and to one another....
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TheLifeWhich | Now Live
Galatians 2:20-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Much that we know of the Chritian life is dependent upon the apostle Paul...

a. Who wrote half the books of the New Testament

b. Hisconduct and attitudes are set before us as an example - 1 Co 11:1; Ph 3:17
But what principles governed Paul’slifeasa Christian?

2. Inourtext (Ga 2:20-21) we find Paul expressng some of the principles..
a. That guided hislife asadisciple of Chrigt
b. Ashespesksof “thelifewhich I now livein the flesh”
-- What kind of lifewasthat? Arewe governed by the same principles?

[Noticefirst of dl thet Paul says hislife which helived in the flesh wes.. ]

. ALIFE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST (20a)

A.

HOW IS“CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST” POSSIBLE...?

1
2.
3.

We can’'t go back in time and join Christ on the cross!

But we can be united with Chrigt in His death when we are baptized! - Ro 6:3-8

Note that baptism into Chrigt is...

a. A baptism into His death - Ro 6:3-4

b. Being united together in the likeness of His degth - Ro 6:5

¢. Crucfying our old man with Chrigt - Ro 6:6

d. Dying together with Chrigt - Ro 6:8

If we have been baptized into Christ, we can say together with Paul: “I have been
crucified with Chrigt”

WHAT DOES*“CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST” MEAN...?

1.

3.

For some it meansadeath “tothe Law” - Ga 2:19

a. Paul wrote of himsdf as a Jew who was a one time under the Law of Moses

b. Those who have been crucified with Christ have died to the Law - Ro 7:1-6

For all it meansadeath “to self” - Ga2:20

a. “ltisnolonger | who live’

b. AsJesustaught, we must be willing to deny sdf to follow Him - Lk 9:23-24

For all it meanswe have crucified “the flesh” - Ga 5:24

a. Which occurred in principle at our baptism - Ro 6:6,11-14

b. Which occursin practice as we continue to “put to death” the deeds of the body - Ro
8:12-13; Co 3:59

For all it means we have been crucified “to theworld” - Ga 6:14

a. Before our obedience to Christ, we were in bondage to the rudiments of theworld - Ga
4:39
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b. But now, Chrig isour rule and authority in life- Co 2:8-10,20-22; 3:17
-- Any external (Law, world) or internal (sef, flesh) controls have now surrendered to
the authority of Christ

[One who has been baptized into Christ and is letting Jesus be his or her authority in dl thingsisliving a
“life crucified with Christ”. But note that Paul also wrote “ the lifewhich | now live’ is...]

II. ALIFEINWHICH CHRIST LIVESIN ME (20b)

A. HOW DOESCHRIST LIVE IN ME...?

1. Itislikedectricity
a. | may not comprehend how it works
b. But | know how to get it working!

2. We aretaught how to make sure that He will abide in us
a By JesusHimsdf - Jn 14:21-23; 15:9-10
b. By Hisbdoved disciple John-1Jn 3:24

--  Aswe keep the commandments of Christ, we are assured that Helivesin us!

B. WHAT BENEFITSCOME FROM CHRIST LIVING IN US...?
1. Thewonderful love of the Father and the Son - Jn 14:21
2. Thereisfulnessaof joy - Jn 15:11
3. Thereispeace, evenin the mids of tribulation - Jn 16:33
4. Thereisthe hope of being with Jesus and beholding Hisglory -Jn 17:24
-- Thesearejust afew of the many blessings of alifein which Christ livesin us!

[Paul has more to say about “the life which I now live’. It should be...]

III.A LIFE LIVING BY FAITH IN CHRIST (20c)

A. WHAT ISLIVING BY FAITH IN CHRIST...?
1. Theword ‘fath’ impliestrust
2. Living by faith in Christ means congantly trusting in Jesus
a. E.g, for theforgiveness of our Sns
1) Truding in Hisblood to cleanse us from our sins-1Jn 1:7,9
1) Trugingin Him asour Advocate-1Jn 2:1
2) Truding in Him as our Propitigtion - 1 Jn 2:4
b. E.g., that Hiswordswill provide a solid foundation for our lives- Mt 7:24-25
c. Eg, that Hewill never forsske us- Mt 28:20
-- Truging in Jesus, not in sef, not in the Law, not in the world!

B. WHY SHOULD WE SO TRUST JESUS...?
1. BecauseHelovesud - cf. Ga 2:20
2. Because He gave Himsdf for ud - Ga 2:20
3. Shdl Henot do moreif we continue to trust Him? - ¢f. Ro 8:34-39
4. Suchlove naturdly compesoneto livealife of fath in Him - ¢f. 2 Co 5:14-15
-- Does such love should compel ustotrust in Jesus, living by faith in Him?
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[Finally, the life which we now live should be..

IV.A LIFE WHICH DOESNOT SET ASIDE GOD’S GRACE (21)

A. WE MUST DILIGENTLY KEEP JESUS COMMANDMENTS...
1. Asatrueindication of our love for Him - cf. Jn 14:15
2. Asatrueindication that we redly know Him - ¢f. 1 Jn 2:3
--  One cannot ignor e the commandments of the Lord

B. YET WITHOUT GOD’'SGRACE, ALL ISVAIN...
1. We cannot nor dare not try to earn or merit our savation - cf. Ti 3:4-5; Ep 2:8-9
2. After dl issad and done, we are ill unworthy servants - cf. Lk 17:10
3. If not for the grace of God...
a. Our faith would be usdless
b. Our repentance would meaningless
c. Our baptism would be fruitless
d. Our savation would be impossible!
4. And 0, from beginning to end...
a. Wemust look to God and the Word of His grace
b. Wemus trust in His mercy offered through Jesus
c. Wearetotdly dependent upon Jesus and His death on the cross for any degree of true
righteousness
-- |f wethink we have earned or merited salvation on our own, Christ died in vain!

CONCLUSION

1. Suchwasthelife Paul lived in the flesh...
a. A lifecrudfied with Chrigt
b. A lifeinwhich Chrigt lived in Him
c. Alifeliving by fathin Chrigt
d. A lifethat did not set asde the grace of God

2. Canthe samebe said of us...?
a. Havewe been crucified with Chrigt (in baptism)?
b. 1sChrig living in us (manifested by keeping His commandments)?
c. Areyou living by faith in Chrig (trusting His blood, His Word)?
d. Areyou trusting always in the grace of God (not your own goodness or obedience)?

May the words of Paul move usto live the kind of lives becoming of those who call themsdlves
Chrigians...

“1 have been crucified with Christ; itisnolonger | who live, but Christ livesin

me; and thelifewhich | now livein theflesh | live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me. | do not set aside the grace of God; for

if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” - Ga 2:20-21
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Bewitched And Befooled
Galatians 3:1-5

INTRODUCTION

1. When Paul wrote of his concern to the churchesin Gaatia..
a. Hedescribed them as*“foolish” - Ga 3:1,3
1) For seeking to be perfected by the flesh - eg., viacircumcision
2) For suffering many thingsin vain, astheir sdvation was endangered - cf. Ga 5:4-8
b. Hewondered if they had been “ bewitched” - Ga 3:1
1) A word (baskaino) which means “to be fascinated” (Strong), “charmed” (Thayer)
2) Ledadray by charming misrepresentations
c. He sought to reason with them - Ga 3:1-5
1) Wasnot Chrigt clearly portrayed to them as crucified?
2) Had they not received the Spirit by the hearing of faith rather than by the works of the Law?
3) Had not the One who supplied the Spirit done so through the hearing of faith?

2. Could we face smilar dangerstoday...?
a. Might someone “bewitch” and “befool” us through fal se representations?
b. Should we not beled by calm reasoning rather than fascinating clams?

[We may indeed find ourselves “ Bewitched And Befooled” , for the Scriptures reved thereis...]

I. ACLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER

A. DANGER CLEARLY DECLARED...

1.

o ubkwN

Jesus and John warned of false prophets- Mt 7:15; 1 .Jn 4:1

Paul warned of fase gpostles, ministers of Satan -2 Co 11:13-15

He warned of being cheated through philosophy and principles of the world - Co 2:8
He warned of some departing from the faith- 1 Ti 4:1-3

He warned of being turned aside to fables-2 Ti 4:3-4

Peter warned of fase teachers with destructive heresies, by covetousness exploiting with
deceptive words - 2 Pe 2:1-3

Such warnings clearly confirm the danger of being “ Bewitched And Befooled”

B. DANGER CLEARLY PRESENT...

1.
2. We are assaulted by philosophies of men (e.g., humanism, secularism, postmodernism)
3.

4. We are chdlenged by fdse doctrines denying God and Jesus (e.g., evolution, the * Jesus

5.

We are beleaguered by traditions of men (e.g., Catholicism and denominationalism)
We are dlured by false teachers who gppedl to greed (e.g., gospel of hedlth and wedlth)
Seminar’)

We are assailed by changing trends (easy divorce, same-sex marriage)
Theworld hasclearly been “ Bewitched And Befooled” ; what about us?
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[Yes, thereis*aclear and present danger” that we face today. If we areto avoid being “ Bewitched
And Befooled” , then consider from our text (Ga 3:1-5) what is...]

. THE SOLUTION

A. REMEMBER WHAT HASBEEN CLEARLY PORTRAYED...
1. Jesusand Him crucified - Ga 3:1
a. Proclaimed by the apostles- 1 Co 1:23-24; 2:2
b. Proclamed inthe Lord' s Supper - 1 Co 11:26
2. Never forget that Jesus was crucified for our Sns
a. Thusthe Law of Maoses with itsworks (e.g., circumcison) can't save us
b. Nor can any doctrine which denies God and the need for Jesus' desth
-- Thereisnoother gospel that can save us- Ro 1:16; Ga 1:8-9

B. REMEMBER HOW ONE RECEIVESTHE SPIRIT...

1. Itisby thehearing of faith- Ga 3:2
a. Promised to those who believe, repent and are baptized - Jn 7:37-39; Ac 2:38
b. Given to those who are the children of God - Ga 4:6

2. Never forget that our spiritud lives began in the Spirit - Ga 3:3
a. Weare born of the Spirit - Jn 3:5; Ti 3:5
b. We are drengthened by the Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

-- Thereisno other means by which we can grow as Chrigtians - Ro 8:9-14

C. REMEMBER WHO SUPPLIED THE SPIRIT AND WORKED MIRACLES...
1. ltwasGod-Ga3:5
a.  Who poured out the Spirit abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior - Ti 3:6
b. Who bore witness by the Sgns, wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit - He 2:4
2. Never forget that God bore witness to Christ and His apostles- He 2:3
a. Miracles confirmed those sent out by the Lord - cf. Mk 16:19-20
b. Wha miracles have been done by fase teachers, foolish professors, pompous
theologians who would midead us today?
-- Thereisno other way to know thewill and word of God other than through the
apostlesof Jesus Christ - 1.Jn 4:5-6

CONCLUSION

1. Many peopletoday have been “ Bewitched And Befooled” ...
a. Evidenced by the many different rdigions
b. Exhibited by the rgpidly changing mord standards
--  Too many people are being mided so they do not obey thetruth

2. If wedesirenot to be“ Baewitched And Befooled” ...
a  Then follow Jesus who was crucified for our Sns
b. Ligen to Him and His gpostles with “the hearing of faith”

Only then can we be sure to “know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” - Jn 8:31-32
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The Heirs Of Abraham
Galatians 3:6-14,26-29

INTRODUCTION

1. Abrahamisakey figurein three of the world's greet religions.
a. Heisthe ancestor of the Jews (Hebrews) through his son Isaac
b. Mudims regard him (Ibrahim) as the ancestor of the Arabs through Ishmadl
c. Chrigtians regard him astheir spiritua father through Chrigt - cf. Ga 3:29
-- Such istruly consstent with the meaning of hisname, “father of many” - Gen 17:5

2. Centrd to the importance of Abraham are the promises God made to him...
a. Theland promise- Gen 12:1,7; 13:15-17
b. Thenation promise- Gen 12:2; 13:16; 17:6; 18:18
c. Theseed promise- Gen 12:3; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14
--  Thefulfillment of these promisesto Abraham isthe theme of the Bible

3. TheBiblerevedsthat God fulfilled these promises...
a. Thenation promise - viathe descendants of Isradl - Gen 46:3; Exo 1:7; Deu 26:5
b. Theland promise - in the days of Joshua, and in the days of Solomon - Josh 21:43-45;
23:14-15; 1Kin 8:56; 2 Chr 9:26
c. Theseed promise - with the coming of Chrigt - Ac 3:25-26

4. Intheearly church, there were evidently some who sought to limit the seed promise...
a. Tothose who were physical descendants of Abraham
b. Or Gentile Chrigtians who were circumcised and kept the Law - cf. Ac 15:1,5

[In his epigtle to the Gdatians, Paul dedlt with thisissue. Aswe now turn to our text (Ga 3:6-14,
26-29), we note that the true heirs of Abraham are...]

. THOSE WHO ARE OF FAITH

A. THEY ARE THE SONSOF ABRAHAM...
1. Just asAbraham believed God - Ga 3:6
a.  Without faith, it isimpossble to please God - He 11:6
b. Abraham’sfath was accounted to him for righteousness - Gen 15:6
2. Indeed, only those of faith are sons of Abraham - Ga 3:7
a. Thisiswhat the seed promise had referenceto - Ga 3:8
b. Itisthose of faith who are blessed with beieving Abraham - Ga 3:9
3. Those who have the same kind of faith as Abraham
a. Todo theworks of Abraham - cf. Jn 8:39
b. Willing to “walk in the steps of the faith” which Abraham had - cf. Ro 4:11-12
c. l.e,tohave an obedient faith like he did - cf. He 11:8-10
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B. NOT THOSE WHO ARE OF THE WORKSOF THE LAW...

1. Thatis, those who seek to bejustified by the Law of M oses
a. Asmany in lsrad were seeking to do - cf. Ro 9:31-32
b. They sought to establish their own righteousness - ¢f. Ro 10:1-13

2. For they areunder thecurse of theLaw - Ga 3:10
a. TheLaw cursed those who did not confirm (keep) it - cf. Deu 27:26
b. TheLaw dso proclamed dl men to be sinners - cf. Ro 3:10-20

3. They arenot justified by the works of the Law - Ga 3:11-12
a. AstheLaw itsdf foretold - Hab 2:4
b. The Law required perfect obedience, which none could offer - cf. Lev 18:5

[Itisthrough faith like Abraham’sthat one becomes an heir of Abraham. Those who seek
savation through the works of the Law are not histrue descendants. But it ismorethan smply faith,

itisfaith in theright Person. Thusthetrue heirs of Abraham are...]

II. THOSE WHOM CHRIST HASREDEEMED

A. THEY ARE REDEEMED FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW...
1. Chrigt redeemed us from the curse of the Law
a. Hebecameacursefor us by dying on thetree- Ga 3:13
b. Hebore our snsin Hisown body on thetree- 1 Pe 2:24
2. ThusHe offersredemption
a Fromevery lawlessdeed - Ti 2:14
b. Through Hisblood, providing the forgiveness of Sns- Ep 1.7

B. THEY ARE RECIPIENTSOF THE BLESSING OF ABRAHAM...
1. Even Getiles, in Christ Jesus- Ga 3:14
a. Asindicated in the promise to Abraham (“dl the families of the earth”) - Gen 12:3
b. Asindicated in the promise to Abraham (“in your seed”’) - Gen 22:16; cf. Ga 3:16
2. They have received the promise of the Spirit - Ga 3:14
a. The Spirit Jesus promised to those who bdieve- cf. Jn 7:37-39
b. Which Paul reminded the Galaians they had received through faith - cf. Ga 3:2
c. “...that promise which agreed to give the Spirit to al who rendered the obedience of
faith - Ac 2:38-39.” - McGar vey (commenting on Ga 3:14)

[The heirs of Abraham are those who have been redeemed by Christ and made recipients of the
blessing promised to Abraham (which included receiving the Spirit). Closdy connected to thisis
Paul’ s point at the end of the chapter (Ga 3:26-29), that the true heirs of Abraham are...]

IH1.THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME SONS OF GOD

A. THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS...
1. We become sons of God through faith in Christ - Ga 3:26
a. Fathin Jesus asthe Messiah - Jn 8:24; 6:69
b. Bdieving that He died for our ans-1 Co 15:1-2
c. Fathin Hisresurrection from the dead - Ro 10:9
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2. A privilege offered to those who bdievein Jesus - cf. Jn 1:12
a. Those who believe are given the right to become children of God
b. How ther faith leads them to become children of God isexplained in Ga 3:27

B. THROUGH BAPTISM INTO CHRIST...

1. We become sons of God through faith, through our baptism into Christ - Ga 3:27
a. Note carefully the conjunction “for”
b. Paul explains how they became children of God by faith in Christ
c. Itwaswhen they put Chrigt onin baptiam

2. For in baptism oneis buried with Chrig, crucified with Chrit, and raised to live with Him
- cf. R0 6:3-8
a.  Inbaptism we are united with Chrigt
b. Inbaptism we are thus “clothed” with Chrigt (put Him on)

CONCLUSION

1. Who, then, are the heirs of Abraham, heirs of the promise made regarding his seed...?
a. Thosewho arefaith, walking in the steps of faith like Abraham did
b. Thosewhom Christ has redeemed, recipients of the promise of the Spirit
c. Thosewho have become sons of God through faith in Christ, having clothed themsdves with
Chrigt in baptism

2. Thehersof Abraham regarding the seed promise are not those...
a. Who clam to be so because of their lineage through Isaac or Ishmeel
b. Who seek salvation through keeping the Law of Moses

Rather, as gotly summarized in the words of Paul himsdf:
“Thereisneither Jew nor Greek, thereisneither slave nor free, thereis neither
male nor female; for you are all onein Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's,

then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” - Ga 3:28-29

Areyou in Chrigt, having been baptized into Christ and in so doing “put on Chrigt”? If so, then you are
blessed to be atrue heir of Abraham according to the promise...!
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The Purpose Of The Law
Galatians 3:15-25

INTRODUCTION

1. Inteaching they werejudtified by faith in Christ, Paul reminded the Gdatians thét...

a

b
C.
d

They received the Spirit by the hearing of faith - Ga 3:1-5

. The hdrs of Abraham were those “of faith” - Ga 3:6-9

Those of the works of the Law were under acurse - Ga 3:10-12

. Chrig has redeemed them from the curse of the Law, that even Gentiles could now receive the

promise of the Spirit through faith - Ga 3:13-14

2. With such comments regarding the Law, Paul anticipated alikely objection...

a

b.

What purpose did the Law then serve?
What was its relation to the promise given to Abraham?

3. Wemight also ask ourselves...
a. What vaue does the Law (Old Testament) have for us today?

b.

Do we even need to study it, Since we are not under the Law?

[Such questions are easily answered, first from our text (Ga 3:15-25), and then from other statements
of Paul regarding the vaue of the OT. Beginning with our text, congder the purpose of the Law...]

|. FOR THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL

A. WHAT IT'SPURPOSE WASNOT...

1. Not to change the promises made to Abraham - Ga 3:15-17
a. Evenaman’s covenant cannot be annulled or added to once confirmed
b. The Law which came 430 years later, cannot annul the covenant confirmed by God
2. Not to provide the promise made regarding the Seed - Ga 3:16-18
a. To Abraham and his Seed (Christ) were the promises made
c. TheLaw did not make the promise of no effect, nor did it provide the inheritance
regarding the Seed

B. WHAT IT'SPURPOSE WAS...

1. It wasadded because of transgression - Ga 3:19-23
a. “for the purpose of reveding and manifesting to man his sinfulness,” - M cGar vey
b. Till the Seed (Christ) should come to whom the promise was made
c. Not againg the promise, but it could not provide life
d. Confined dl under 9n, that the promise might be given to those who believe
e. Kept them under guard, kept for the faith (Christ) afterward reveded
2. Itwasatutor tolead them to Christ - Ga 3:24-25
a. Tobring them to Christ
b. Now that faith (Christ) has come, they are no longer under it
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1) It cameto an end when nailed to the cross - cf. Co 2:14-17; Ep 2:14-16
2) Jews converted to Chrigt have died to the law - cf. Ro 7:1-6
3) Thusit was replaced with anew covenant - cf. He 7:18; 8:13; 9:9-10; 10:9

[The Law was “haly”, “just”, and “good” (Ro 7:12), but it was designed to be temporary. With the
coming of Christ and His New Covenant, it came to end as a system of judtification (Ga 5:4). What
purposg, if any, does the Law (Old Testament) serve the people of Christ today...?|

II. FOR THE PEOPLE OF CHRIST

A. FOR THEIR LEARNING...

1.

Note carefully what Paul wrotein Ro 15:4

a. Things“written before’ (i.e, the OT) were “written for our learning’

b. The OT was written and preserved especidly for Chrigtians benefit!

c. TheOT provides “patience and comfort”, that we “might have hope’!

The OT provides arecord of God's faithfulness, how He kept His promises:

a. To Abraham and the nation of |sragl

b. Tojudge the wicked and avenge the righteous

c. Toforgive the penitent, and protect the humble

Asweread thishistory of God'sdealingswith Israd, it gives us hope that God will
keep His promisesto us!

B. FOR THEIR ADMONITION...

1.

2.

Paul had just reminded the Corinthians of Isradl’ sfdl in the wilderness- 1 Co 10:1-10
Note carefully what he saysin 1 Co 10:11

a. The events described may have happened to Isradl

b. “They werewritten for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come’
c. Again, the OT waswritten and preserved especialy for the benefit of Chrigtiand

We should not be surprised to see how often NT writers gppedled to the OT in ther efforts
to admonish Chrigtians

a. Asthewriter of Hebrews, in exhorting Christians to remain steedfast - He 3:12-19

b. AsJames, in encouraging Chrigtians to be patient in their suffering - Ja 5:7-11

c. AsPder, inwarning of fase teachers and scoffers - 2 Pe 2-3

We need to study the OT to bereminded of the very real danger of apostasy!

C. FOR THEIR WISDOM....

1.

N

Paul noted that Timothy had known the “Holy Scriptures’ since childhood -2 Ti 3:14-15
a.  When Timothy was a child, the only scriptures available wasthe OT

b. SoPaul clearly had the OT in view

He said the OT is*ableto make you wise for salvation through faith whichisin Chrigt”
How isthispossble? The OT provides.

a Thefdl of man and therise of Sn

b. The background and development of God's scheme of redemption

€. Hundreds of Messianic prophecies which describe what to expect when He comes
One cannot hope to fully understand such books of the New Testament like:

a. Hebrews without an understanding of the Levitica priesthood
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b. Revdation, without an understanding of OT prophecy and gpocayptic literature
-- If onewishesto bewise concerning their salvation in Christ, it isimperativeto
study the Old Testament!

D. FOR THEIR PROFIT...

1. “All Scripture’ includes the OT scriptures, epecidly inthis context - 2 Ti 3:16-17

2. Thereforethe OT is profitable for:
a. Doctrine - such asthe nature of God, man, and Sin
b. Reproof and correction - the need for repentance
c. Ingruction in righteousness - how to live godly lives

3. Thusthe apostles frequently appeded to the OT when teaching Chrigtians their conduct:
a Eg,R012:19-21; 2Co06:16-7:1; 9:7-10
b. Eg.,Ja2:20-26
c. Eg,1Pe3:8-12

--  While certain aspects of justification and wor ship have changed, many principles of
righteousnessremain the same under the New Covenant

CONCLUSION

1. For the peopleof Isradl, the Law served avauable purpose...
a. It helped them to understand the nature of sin, and the need for redemption
b. It guided them until the promised Seed (Christ), through Whom God blessed al nations

2. For the people of Chrigt, the Law continues to serve a vauable purpose...
a. For our learning and admonition
b. For our wisdom and spiritua profit

While we rgjoice in the salvation now offered through faith in Chrig, let us never underestimate the vaue
of studying the Old Testament. Its many examples of obedience through faith (cf. He 11:1-40) should
ingpire usto likewise walk in “the steps of faith”...
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From Heirs Apparent To Helirs Actual
Galatians 4:1-7

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhisepistleto the churches of Gaatia, Paull...
a.  Opposed those teaching that Gentiles must be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses
b. Presented a series of five arguments contending that we are judtified by faith in Christ

2. We have seen Paul make three of these arguments so far...

a. Thepersonal argument - Ga 3:1-5
1) How they received the Spirit
2) From whom they received the Spirit

b. Thescriptural argument - Ga 3:6-25
1) Theexample of Abraham
2) Thecurseof the Law
3) The priority of the Promise over the Law
4) The purpose of the Law

c. Thepractical argument - Ga 3:26-29
1) In Chrigt they are one, as children of God, Abraham's seed
2) Assuchthey are heirs of the promise regarding the Seed

3. Aswe begin the fourth chapter, Paul continues with his practical argument...
a.  Under the Law they were Smply “ heirs apparent”
b. In Chrigt Jesusthey have become “ heirs actual”

[That we might appreciate our blessingsin Chrigt, especidly the ear nest of our inheritance, let's
examine Paul’ s explanation of how they went “ From Heirs Apparent To Heirs Actual” ...]

I. UNDER THE LAW ASHEIRS APPARENT

A. THEY WERE NO DIFFERENT THAN SLAVES...
1. They were dill children - Ga 4:1-2
a. Hers, yet no different from daves regarding inheritance
b. Madters, yet ill under guardians and stewards
2. They were in bondage under the eements of the world - Ga 4:3
a. “Theword rendered ‘dements (stoicheion), properly meansarow or series, alittle
step; apin or peg, asthe gnomen of adid; and then anything ‘elementary,” as a sound,
aletter. It then denotes the e ements or rudiments of any kind of ingtruction, and in the
NT is gpplied to the first lessons or principles of religion; He 5:12.” - Barnes
b. “Herethefigureiskept up of the reference to the infant (Ga 4:1,3); and theideais, that
lessons were taught under the Jewish system adapted to their nonage - to a state of
childhood. They were treated as children under tutors and governors.” - Barnes, ibid.
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B. THEY WERE UNDER GUARD...
1. They were kept under guard by the Law - cf. Ga 3:23
2. TheLaw had been ther tutor, schoolmaster (paidagogos) - cf. Ga 3:24

a

“atutor, i.e. aguardian and guide of boys. Among the Greeks and the Romans the
name was gpplied to trustworthy daves who were charged with the duty of supervising
the life and morals of boys belonging to the better class. The boys were not dlowed so
much as to step out of the house without them before arriving at the age of manhood.”

- Thayer

“paidagogos; from pais (G3816), a child, and agogos, aleader, whichisfrom ago
(G71), to lead. An instructor or teacher of children, a schoolmaster, a pedagogue

(1 Co 4:15; Ga 3:24-25). Crigindly referred to the dave who conducted the boys
from home to the school. Then it became ateacher or an educator.” - Complete Word
Study Dictionary

[Such was the condition of those under the Law of Moses. But now in Chrigt things are draméticaly

different...]

Il. INJESUSCHRIST ASHEIRSACTUAL

A. THEY ARE NOW SONS...
1. They are no longer under atutor

a
b.

The Law had served its purpose as tutor well - cf. Ga 3:23-24a
But now they were cdled to be “judtified by fath” - cf. Ga 3:24b-25

2. They are now sons of God

a
b.
C.

Through fath in Chrigt Jesus - cf. Ga 3:26
For those baptized into Christ have put on Chrigt - cf. Ga 3:27
They have been “born again” - cf. Jn 3:5

B. THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE ADOPTION OF SONS...
1. They have been redeemed - Ga 4:4-5

a

By the Son sent by His Father

1) When the fullness of time had come (when conditions were just right)
2) Born of awoman (Mary), born under the Law (of Moses)

For the purpose of:

1) Redeeming those under the Law (Jews)

2) Receiving the adoption as sons (both Jews and Gentiles)

2 They have received the Spirit of God in ther hearts - Ga 4.6

a

b.

By whom they cry out “Abba, Father!” - cf. Ro 8:15

Who bears witness with their spirit that they are children and heirs of God, joint heirs

with Chrig - cf. Ro 8:16-17

Who pours out the love of God in their hearts - ¢f. Ro 5:5

As explained by others:

1) “And being made sons by the Son through the operation of faith (Jn 1:12), the
Spirit of Christ is bestowed upon usto bring usto blissful redization of our son ship,
s0 that we may spesk to God, caling him Abba, Father. Abbaisthe Syriac for
father. The Syriac and Greek names are both used by Paul, probably that al the
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tender associations which, to either Jews or Greeks, clustered around the paternd
name, might be, at the sound of the sacred word, transferred to God. Thus, by the
blessed minigration of Chrig, al who believed on him in Gdatia passed from
servitude and wardship to the estate of sonsand heirs- Ro 8:17.” - McGar vey
on Ga 4:6

2) “For yedid not receive the spirit of bondage. Thetimeisreferred to when they
were born again, and entered the kingdom of God. They did not receive the spirit of
bondage, of davery to sin, so that they would obey its dictates, and thus be in fear
of death. Instead, they received the Holy Spirit according to promise (Ac 2:38).”
- B. W. Johnson on Ro 8:15

3) “The Spirit of adoption. The Spirit God bestows upon those who are accepted as
his children. Paul was writing to the Romans, among whom the adoption of children,
not their own by nature, was common. They would understand this to mean that
those converted, or born again, are adopted as children of God; upon those thus
adopted he bestows his Spirit; this Spirit in their hearts produces aloving trust that
enables them to address God as Father.” - Johnson, ibid.

3. They are hars of God through Christ - Ga 4:7; cf. Ro 8:16-17
a. Recalving the Spirit as aguarantee (arrabon) - cf. Ep 1:13-14; 2 Co 1:22; 5:5

1) “Anearnest; money whichin purchasesis given as apledge or down payment that
the full amount will subsequently be paid.” - Thayer

2) “A pledge, something which stands for part of the price and paid beforehand to
confirm the transaction. Used in the NT only in afigurative sense and spoken of the
Holy Spirit which God has given to believersin this present life to assure them of
their future and eternd inheritance.” - Complete Word Study Dictionary

b. The Spirit isbut the firg fruits - cf. Ro 8:23

1) With the redemption of the body (the resurrection) yet to come - cf. Ep 4:30

2) Until the redemption of the purchased possesson - cf. Ep 1:14

3) When we will receive the ultimate inheritance: “God iswith ud” - Re 21:1-7

CONCLUSION

1. Toseekjudification by the works of the Law isto return to being “ heirs apparent” ...
a. Inwhich oneisbut achild under aguardian
b. Inwhich oneisdill in bondage to basc dements of religion

2. Tobejudified by an obedient faith in Chrigt isto become“ heirs actual” ...
a. Inwhich one has begun to receive the inheritance as sons of God
b. Thefirg fruit being the Spirit of God, who is a guarantee of that which isto come

3. Arewe bendfiting from the blessing of the Spirit in our lives...?
a. Promised to those who believe? - Jn 7:37-39
b. Given to those who become children of God? - Ga 4.6
c. Whoseindwdling should engender a strong affection for God as our Father? - Ga 4.6; Ro 5:5

Paul will have much more to say about the Spirit in the life of the Chrigtian in his epistie to the Gaatians
(cf. Ga 5:5,16-25; 6:8). For now, let Peter remind you how to receive the Spirit... - cf. Ac 2:38-39
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The Danger Of Religious Holidays
Galatians 4:8-11

INTRODUCTION

1. The obsarvance of holidays is a common fegture in many rdigions...
a. Judaism and Idam have their many feast days and holy days
b. Catholicism and Protestantism are known for their holidays like Christmas and Easter

2. Holidaysin New Testament Chrigtianity, on the other hand, are strikingly absent...
a. The church did assemble on the Lord’s Day (Sunday) to observe the Lord's Supper
b. Butthereisno record of celebrating any holiday like Chrissmas, Easter, Lent, etc.

3. Infact, Chrigtians were warned regarding religious holidays...
a. Not to let others judge them regarding their observance - Co 2:16-17
b. Concern was expressed regarding those who observed them - Ga 4:10-11

4. One might wonder regarding the New Testament and religious holidays...
a. Why didn’'t the early church observe such halidays?
b. Why was Paul concerned about their observance?
c. Arethere circumstances when Chrigtians might observe rdigious holidays?

[To answer such questions, let’ s take a closer look at Ga 4:8-10 where we learn...]

|. THEY CAN ENDANGER OUR LIBERTY IN CHRIST

A. THEY ARE WEAK AND BEGGARLY ELEMENTSOF RELIGION...
1. Paul refersto rites and ceremonies, such asfound in Judaism and paganism
a. Hehasin mind those who have come out of paganism - Ga 4:8-9
b. Who evidently were being encouraged to observe dements of Judaism - Ga 4:10
2. Mentioned specificaly were those found in the Law of Moses- Ga 4:10
a. Days - eg., the Sabbath
b. Months - eg., the new moons
c. Seasons - eg., festivalslike the Passover, Feast of Tabernacles, Pentecost
d. Years-eg., anud atonement, sabbatica years, jubilees
3. They are described as weak and beggarly elements - Ga 4:9
a. Weak - powerlessto save the soul or judtify the sinner - cf. Co 2:20-23
b. Beggarly - unable to impart true spiritud riches- cf. Ep 1:3
c. Elements - rudimentary, designed to be replaced - cf. Co 2:16-17; He 9:9-10
-- Rédigiousdays, like other elements of the Law of M oses, wer e carnal ordinances
designed to be replaced with a more spiritual form of worship - cf. Jn 4:20-24

B. THEY CAN BRING ONE INTO BONDAGE...
1. Those under the Law were under guard
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a. Like children under guardians and stewards - cf. Ga 3:23; 4:1-2

b. In bondage to the e ements of the world - cf. Ga 4:3

Those in Christ had been redeemed (st free)

a. God sent His Son for this very purpose - cf. Ga 4:4-5

b. They had become sonsand heirs- cf. Ga 4:6-7

Observing religious holidays can be a return to bondage, when Christ came to set
usfree! - Ga4:9-10

[Many believe observing holy days enhances their faith, when in fact it can be a step backward from
true piritudity! From Ga 4:11, we learn something €l se about the danger of religious holidays...]

II. THEY CAN ENDANGER OUR SALVATION IN CHRIST

A. APOSTASY ISPOSSIBLE...

1.

Otherwise, why would Paul be fearful ?

a. Doubtful over their condition? - Ga 4:11,20

b. Aware of the posshility of his own gpostasy? - cf. 1 Co 9:27

The Bible teaches one can fdl from grace

a. Inthebook of Hebrews - He 12:15; cf. He 3:12-14

b. Andin many other places- cf. Jn 15:2,6; 2 Pe 2:20-22; 3:17-18; Re 2:5

If we observereligious holidays based on the Law of M oses out of a sense of
necessity for our salvation, then we havefallen from grace! - cf. Ga 5:4

B. WORSHIP CAN BE IN VAIN...

1.

Paul described the vanity of “sdf-imposed rdigion” - cf. Co 2:20-23

a.  Basad on the commandments and ordinances of men

b. Which were of no true value againgt the indulgence of the flesh

Jesus warned againgt vain worship - Mt 15:9

a.  Such worship is based on doctrines commanded by men

b. Especidly when its observance displaces the commandment of God - cf. Mt 15:3-8

If we impose rdigious holidays through man-made traditions, then we offer wor ship
that isin vain!

[Perhaps we can see why observance of holy days was amajor concern to Paul. But we should also
note that he wrote of...]

[11.CIRCUMSTANCESIN WHICH THEY MIGHT BE OBSERVED

A. ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS...

1.

2.

Paul spoke of one observing a day above another - Ro 14:5-6

a. Likdy areferenceto the Sabbath Day

b. But generic enough to refer to exdting any day above another for religious purposes
c. Inthe context, it gppears to have been something dlowed aweak brother

Paul himsdlf observed certain rites of Judaism

a. Hetook vows, sought to attend the feastsin Jerusdlem - Ac 18:18,21; 20:16

b. On one occasion, he even helped the completion of avow involving anima sacrifices,
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evidently to accommodate weaker brethren - Ac 21:17-26; cf. Num 6:1-20
-- Notecarefully: these werethings done on an individual basis, not asawork or the
wor ship of the church

B. AWARE OF CERTAIN LIMITATIONS...

1. They cannot save one, they cannot be done for the purpose of sdvation
a. Thiswastheissue of the controversy in Antioch - cf. Ac 15:1,5
b. ThiswasPaul’spoint in Gaatians - cf. Ga 5:4

2. They cannot be impaosed on others
a. Thiswasthe concluson of council in Jerusalem - cf. Ac 15:10-11
b. Thiswasillusrated by Paul in Gdatians - cf. Ga 2:3-5

-- Notecarefully: thisiswhy réligious holidays should not be church functions: lest
they leave theimpression they are necessary, plus such functions are necessarily
imposed on others

CONCLUSION

1. Chrigtians need to be careful about their liberty in Chrigt... - ¢f. Ga 5:1
a. Jewish Chrigtians have been redeemed from the bondage of the Law
b. Gentile Chrigtians have been redeemed from the bondage of weak and beggarly elements

2. What liberty we havein Christ must be handled carefully... - cf. Ga 5:13-16.
a. We should be careful not to impose our liberty in ways that cause divison
b. We should progressto a higher plane of spiritudity, not regressto carnd forms of religion

What about your observance of rdigious holidays? If Paul wrote to you today, would he say: “1 am
afraid for you, lest | have labored for you in vain.”...? - Ga4:11
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Sacrifices In Evangelism
Galatians 4:12-15

INTRODUCTION

1. Inwriting to the Gadians, Paul reminds them of their shared history...
a. How hefirgt cameto them in preaching the gospd - Ga 4:12-14
b. How he was confident they were willing to sacrifice for him - Ga 4:15

2. This passage describes a sentimental argument by Paull...
a. Oneof severd arguments (persond, scripturd, practicd, sentimenta, alegorica)
b. Defending judtification by faith in Chrigt rather than by the Law of Moses

3. Thispassage reminds me of the need for sacrifice in evangdiam...
a. Not just by those willing to preach the gospel
b. But dso by those willing to support preachers

[The spread of the gospel can be hindered if we do not appreciate the necessity for sacrifice. Who
needs to be willing to sacrifice in evangedism? Most understand the need to sacrifice...]

. BY THOSE WHO PREACH

A. THEY MUST BEWILLING TO GO...
1. AsJesus commanded - Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15
2. Otherwise how shall people hear and believe? - Ro 10:13-14
3. Thusthe gospel must be preached to dl nations- Mk 13:10; cf. Isa 49:6

B. THEY MUST BE WILLING TO ENDURE...
1. Paul cetanly did-2 Co 11:23-29; 2 Ti 2:10; 3:11
2. Hewrote that Timothy must be willing to endure-2 Ti 1:8; 2:3; 4.5
3. Those who preach today must often endure:
a. Theinconvenience of frequent moves
The loss of benefits often provided in many secular jobs
The dangers of traveling in unsafe places
The resistance and even persecution by unbelievers
The lack of understanding by immeature or false brethren

oPopoT

C. THEY WILL BE REWARDED...
1. Inheavenif not on earth - Mt 5:10-12
2. But often even on earth - Mk 10:28-30

[Most who preach the gospel understand the need to sacrifice and do so willingly. But thereisdso a
need to sacrifice...]
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. BY THOSE WHO SUPPORT

A. THEY MUST BEWILLING TO SEND...

1. Otherwise how shal preachers preach? - Ro 10:14-15

2. Jud asthe early churches did
a. Jerusdem sent Barnabas to Antioch - Ac 11:22
b. Antioch sent out Paul and Barnabas - Ac 13:1-2
c. Philippi supported Paul in Thessdonica- Ph 4:15-16
d. Churches supported Paul in Corinth -2 Co 11:8-9

3. For they understood that such workers were worthy of support
a  AsJesus had taught hisdisciples- Mt 10:10; Lk 10:7
b. AsPaul taught the Corinthians-1 Co 9:7-14

B. THEY MUST BE WILLING TO SACRIFICE...
1. They aesewards dso
a. Just aspreachers are stewards of thegospel -1 Co 4:1
b. They are ewards of their possessons-1 Pe 4:10
2. Stewards are expected to be faithful - 1 Co 4:2
a. To miniger with the ability God provides-1 Pe 4:11
c. For which they will one day give account - cf. Mt 25:14-30
3. Some bdieve preachers should be willing to sacrifice more than others
a. Should the *quartermasters' at the base be squandering what may have been given them
to support the ‘soldiers at the front?
b. Should we not dl have the same willingness to sacrifice if the need is there?
c. If brethren ‘at the base’ sacrificed as much as they expect of those who are *at the
front’, would there not be more good things being done?
4. We may serve different roles, but we should have the same sense of sacrifice! - 1 Pe 4:11
a. Sevingwith the same zeal (“aswith the ability which God supplies’)
b. Striving for the same goal (“thet in dl things God may be glorified”)

C. THEY WILL BE REWARDED...
1. For they arefdlow workersfor the truth - 3 Jn 1:5-8
2. Inrecaving and sending those whom Chrigt has sent, they receive Christ - Mt 10:40
3. They will recaive the same reward as those who proclam - Mt 10:41-42

CONCLUSION

1. Thegospe spread around the world in the first century...
a  AsPaul wroteto the brethren a& Rome - Ro 10:17-18
b. Ashewroteto the brethren at Colosse - Co 1:23

2. The gospd continues to be spread in countries around the world...
a. Wherever preachers are willing to make sacrificesto go
b. Wherever brethren are willing to make sacrifices to send them

May the® Sacrifices In Evangdlism” exemplified by the early Christiansingpire ustoday...!
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True Friends And False Friends
Galatians 4:16-20

INTRODUCTION

1. Friends can be awonderful blessing...
a. A source of comfort in times good and bad - Pro 17:17
b. A source of good counsd - Pro 27:9

2. Itisnot dways easy to know who your true friends are...
a. Sometimes atrue friend tells you what you don’'t want to hear
b. Sometimesafdsefriend tells you what you do want to hear

3. Inwriting to the Gaatians, Paul found it necessary to remind them of that truth...
a. Ashedefended the gospe of judtification by faith in Christ
b. Ashe battled againgt the influence of those who sought to bind the Law of Moses

[In the course of reasoning with the Galatians on sentimenta grounds, Paul has some things to say about
“TrueFriends And False Friends’ (Ga 4:16-20). We can glean from Paul’ swords that...]

|. TRUE FRIENDS SAY WHAT YOU NEED TO HEAR

A. THEY WILL TELL YOU THE TRUTH...
1. Evenif it makesthem your enemy - Ga 4:16
2. Even when the tone hurts - Ga 4: 20
-- Paul had been atruefriend to hisbrethren

B. YOU NEED TRUE FRIENDS...
1. When hearing the gospel of Chrigt
a. Who will tell you the full gospd as preached by Christ and His gpostles- Mk 16:15-16
b. Not just what is popularly believed, or what may gpped to our sengtivities - Ga 1:8-9
2. When growing in grace
a. Whowill tdl us of the need to grow, and the danger of apostasy - 2 Pe 3:17-18
b. Not just tickling our ears with things we enjoy hearing -2 Ti 4:3-4
3. When drifting from God
a  AsPaul reached out to the Galatiansin our text - Ga 4:19-20
b. AsPaul encouraged them to do the sameto others- Ga 6:1
-- Do we appreciate the value of such friendsin our lives?

C. HEED THE WISDOM OF DAVID AND SOLOMON...
1. “Let therighteous strike me; it shdl be akindness. And let him rebuke me; it shal be as
excdlent oll; let my head not refuseit.” - Psa 141:5a
2. “Poverty and shame will come to him who disdains correction, but he who regards a
rebuke will be honored.” - Pro 13:18
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3. “Theear that hears the rebukes of life will abide among the wise. He who disdains
ingtruction despises his own soul, but he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.” - Pro 15:
31-32

4. *Likean earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold is awise rebuker to an obedient ear.”
- Pro25:12

[May we dways gppreciate the value of true friends. On the other hand...]

II. FALSE FRIENDS SAY WHAT THEY WANT YOU TO HEAR

A. THEY WILL TELL YOU WHAT THEY WANT...
1. Whenit makesyou on their Sde-Ga 4:17
2. When you have something they want - cf. Ga 6:12-13
-- TheJudaizing teacherswere not true friends of the Galatians

B. YOU NEED TO BEWARE OF FALSE FRIENDS...
1. When you are being courted with zed
a. Ther motives may not beright - Ga 4:17; cf. Ro 16:17-18
b. Ther knowledge may bewrong - cf. Ro 10:1-2
2. When you are being manipulated
a. Asthefdse teachers were trying to manipulate the Galatians - Ga 4:17
b. A tacticfirst used by Satan, and since by many others-2 Co 11:3,13-15; 2 Pe 2:1-3
3. When you are pursued only in their presence
a. Paul sought their devotion even in his absence - Ga 4:18; cf. Ph 1:27; 2:12
b. Fdsefriends often forget about you when they are no longer with you
-- Do we appreciate the danger of thewrong kind of friends?

C. HEED THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON...

1. “Fervent lipswith awicked heart are like earthenware covered with slver dross. He who
hates, disguisesit with hislips, and lays up decet within himsdf; when he spesks kindly, do
not believe him, for there are seven abominations in his heart; though his hatred is covered
by decait, his wickedness will be revedled before the assembly.” - Pro 26:23-26

2. “Open rebuke is better than love carefully conceded. Faithful are the wounds of afriend,
but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” - Pro 27:5-6

CONCLUSION

1. Many people have been led astray by the wrong kind of friends...
a.  Good habits have been corrupted by bad company - 1 Co 15:33
b. Immature Christians have been tossed around by cunning and deceitful teechers- Ep 4:14

2. May we learn from the interaction between Paul and the Gaatians...
a. Truefriends say what you need to hear
b. Fasefriends say what they want you to hear

Speaking of true friends, the greatest friend we can have is Jesus... - cf. Jn 15:13-14
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The Allegory Of Hagar And Sarah
Galatians 4:21-31

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefirs four chapters of Gaatians, Paul defends...

a

b.

His apostleship as being from God, not man - Ga 1-2
His gospd of judtification by faith in Chrigt, not by the Law of Moses- Ga 3-4

2. Indefending the gospd of judtification by faith in Chrigt, Paul makes five arguments...

a

b
C.
d.
e. Allegoricd argument - using Hagar and Sarah as anilludtration - Ga 4:21-31

Persond argument - the Gdaians' own experience - Ga 3:1-5

. Scriptural argument - the testimony of the Old Testament - Ga 3:6-25

Practical argument - how one becomes a son and heir of God - Ga 3:26-4:7
Sentimenta argument - gppeding to ther rdationship with Paul - Ga 4:8-20

3. Inthissudy, wewill consder Paul’ s dlegorica argument...

a

b.

“Allegory” comes from Greek allos (other) and agor euein (to gpeak in public)
An dlegory is*“afigurdive representation conveying a meaning other than and in addition to the
literd” - Wikipedia

4. Itisimportant to note...
a. “Paul doesnot deny the actud historical narrative, but he smply usesit in an adlegoricd senseto

b.

illustrate his point for the benefit of his readers who are tempted to go under the burden of the
lawv” - Robertson’sWord Pictures

“the gpostle gives an dlegoricd interpretation to the historical narrative of Hagar and Sarah, not
tregting that narretive as an dlegory in itsdf” - Smith’s Bible Dictionary

[To better understand Paul’ s allegorica argument, perhapsit is best to first review...]

|. THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

A. SARAH AND HAGAR...

B.

Sarah, who is barren, has a handmaiden named Hagar - Gen 16:1
Sarah gives Hagar to Abraham to bear a child in her place - Gen 16:2-3
Hagar conceives and despises her mistress Sarah - Gen 16:4

Sarah dedls harshly with Hagar - Gen 16:5-6

Hagar returns to Sarah, and bears Ishmadl - Gen 16:7-16

g s wbdpE

ISHMAEL AND ISAAC...

1. God promisesthat Sarah will have ason - Gen 17:15-17

2. God confirms the covenant will be through Isaac, not Ishmad - Gen 17:18-21
3. Sarah bears Isaac as God promised - Gen 21:1-8

4. Sarah has Abraham send Hagar away - Gen 21:9-14
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[With the historical account of Hagar and Sarah fresh on our minds, we now turn to...]

II. THE APOSTOLIC APPLICATION

A. PAUL REVIEWSTHE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT...

1. Abraham had two sons - Ga 4:21-22a

2. One (Ishmael) by adave woman (Hagar) - Ga 4:22b

3. One (Isaac) by afree woman (Sarah) - Ga 4:22b

4. The son of the dave was born of the flesh - Ga 4:23a
a. lshmad’s conception was natural
b. When Abraham went into Hagar

5. Theson of the free woman was born through promise - Ga 4:23b
a. Isaac’s conception was by God's power - cf. He 11:11-12
b. Aspromised by God - cf. Gen 21:1-2

A. PAUL APPLIESTHE ALLEGORICAL ELEMENTS...
1. Thetwo women are two covenants - Gen 4:24-27

a. Hagar represents Mount Sinal in Arabia, bearing children for davery
1) She correspondsto present Jerusalem
2) Sheisindavery with her children

b. Sarah represents Jerusalem above, those who are free
1) She corresponds to heaven (the New Jerusalem)
2) Sheis‘our mother’ (thosein Christ)
3) Shewho was barren is no longer desolate

2. Thosein Chrig arelike I saac - Gen 4:28-31

a. They too are children of promise

b. They too have been persecuted
1) Ishmad (born of the flesh) persecuted Isaac (born according to promise)
2) Judaizing teachers (born of the flesh) persecuted Chrigtians (born according to the

Spirit)

C. The Scriptures portend what will be the end
1) The son of the dave woman (i.e., Judaizing teachers)
2) Will not inherit with the son of the free woman (i.e,, thosein Christ)

d. Thosein Chris...
1) Arechildren of the free woman (heaven above)
2) Arenot of the dave (present Jerusalem, with the Law of Moses)

CONCLUSION

1. Thus Paul illugtrates why the Gdatians should not heed the Judaizing teechers...
a. Itwould be areturn to davery (to the Law of Moses)
b. It would be turning their back on the Spirit who concelved them - cf. Ti 3:5-7
c. Itwould beturning away from the promises of heaven - cf. He 12:22-25

2. Our thregt today might not be from Judaizing teschers...
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a. But there are those who would have us turn away from Christ
1) Voicesintheworld
2) Fd=serdigions
b. The end result would be the same
1) A returnto davery - cf. Jn 8:31-34
2) Faling short of receiving the promises- ¢f. He 4:1-2,11

Only by remaining in Christ can we be the free children of promise, with Jerusalem above as our true
mother...! - cf. Re 2:10c; 3:12
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Standing Fast In The Liberty Of Christ

Galatians 5:1

INTRODUCTION

1. Gdatianshasbeen cdled “ The Magna Carta Of Christian Liberty”; ‘Magna Carta’ refersto...
a. Theroyd charter of palitica rights given to rebelious English barons by King Johnin 1215
- WordWeb
b. A document or piece of legidation that serves as a guarantee of basic rights. - Dictionary.com

2. Thereasonit has been so cdled is because of Paul’s discussion regarding ‘bondage ...
a.  In connection with the meeting in Jerusdlem - Ga 2:4-5
b. Inarguing that we are justified by faith in Chrigt, not works of the Law - Ga 4:3-5,9,24-25
c. With hisdimax found in the text for our sudy today - Ga 5:1

[The liberty we have in Chrigt isindeed precious, and it isimperative that we stand fast in it. Yet exactly
what does that liberty entail...?]

|. THELIBERTY WE HAVE IN CHRIST

A. FREEDOM FROM THE LAW OF MOSES...
1. ThisisPaul’s primary concern inthisepisie - cf. Ga 2:16
2. Upon which he expounded in the first four chepters - eg., Ga 3:23-25
3. Concerning which he wrote elsewhere - Ro 7:4-6
-- Christ hasddivered the Jewsfrom their obligation to keep the Law of Moses

B. FREEDOM FROM THE BONDAGE OF SIN...
1. Writing of being “judtified”, Paul refersto being “not guilty” of Sn - cf. Ga 2:16-17
2. Concerning which he wrote elsewhere - Ro 8:1-2
3. Jesus dso spoke of the deliverance from bondage of sin - Jn 8:31-34
-- Chrigt hasdédlivered all men from the guilt and power of sin

C. FREEDOM FROM THE TRADITIONS OF MEN...
1. Paul wrote of thisin chapter four - Ga 4:9-11
2. Alsoin hiswriting to the Colossians - Co 2:20-23
3. Jesus dso spoke of the danger of human traditions- Mt 15:3-9
-- Chrigt hasddivered usfrom the need to keep human traditions

D. FREEDOM FROM WORKSOF THE FLESH...
1. Paul will have much more to say about the works of the flesh - Ga 5:13,17,19-21; 6:8
2. Ashewarned againg in writing to the Corinthians- 1 Co 6:9-11
3. About which Jesus dso warned - Mk 7:20-23
-- Chrigt offers deiverance from deeds of the flesh which endanger our salvation
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[Such are the things we experience through the liberty that we have in Christ. Of course, that presumes
that we are indeed...]

II. STANDING FAST IN OUR LIBERTY

A. HANDLE THE LAW PROPERLY ...

B.

1.

2.
3.
4,

The Law isgood if used properly - 1 Ti 1:8; 2 Ti 2:15

It was written for our learning and admonition - Ro 15:4; 1 Co 10:11

It is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, ingtruction in righteousness- 2 Ti 3:14-17
But it hasits limitations

a. It has ceased as a system of judtification - c¢f. Ga 5:4

b. It has been replaced as a covenant - cf. He 8:6-13

c. Itsrdigious observances have been replaced - cf. He 9:9-10; Jn 4:20-24

The Law must be properly handled if weareto preserveour liberty in Christ

APPLY OUR BLESSINGSIN CHRIST LIBERALLY...

1.

The blood of Chrigt freesusfrom the guilt of Sn-Ep 1.4

a. Theremisson of snsis promised to those who repent and are baptized - Ac 2:38

b. Theblood of Chrigt remains available for Christians who repent of sn-1Jn 1:7-10
c. Chrigtians need to repent and pray when they sin- Ac 8:22

The Spirit of God can free us from the power of Sn-Ro 8:12-13

a.  God can drengthen us by His Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

b. We can do dl things through God and Chrigt - Ph 2:12-13; 4:13

We must not hesitate to access the blood of Christ and the Spirit of God to make
use of our liberty in Christ

DEAL WITH TRADITIONSOF MEN CAUTIOUSLY ...

1.

2.

Traditions may have aplace on an individua levd - cf. Ro 14:5-6

a. When not taught as adoctrine of God - Mk 7:7

b. When not done instead of keeping a command of God - Mk 7:8-9

But they must handled with the utmost of caution on a congregationd level

a.  Things done on a congregationd level necessarily bind them upon al the members
b. That iswhy religious holidays are reasons for such grave concern - Ga 4:10-11
We must be careful not to let human traditions destroy our liberty in Christ

. FOLLOW THE SPIRIT DILIGENTLY...

We must not use our liberty as an occason for the flesh - Ga 5:13

Our best weapon againg the flesh is to follow the Spirit - Ga 5:16-18

Those who are led by the Spirit will produce the fruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23

Our new lifein Christ makes it possible to wak in the Spirit - Ga 5:25

We must bediligent to set our minds on thethings of the Spirit if we want to enjoy
life and peace - Ro 8:5-6

CONCLUSION

1. Theliberty weenjoy in Chrigt isgrest...
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a.  Freedom from the law of Moses
b. Freedom from the bondage of Sin

c. Freedom from the traditions of men
d. Freedom from the works of the flesh

2. Butitisnot license to do whatever we want; we must...
a. Handlethe Law properly
b. Apply our blessngsin Chrig liberaly
c. Ded with traditions of men cautioudy
d. Follow the Spirit diligently

With the aid of Paul’ s epidtle to the Gaatians, we will succeed in “ Standing Fast In The Liberty Of
Chrigt”. Have you begun to enjoy the liberty Christ offers through obedience to the gospd....?
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Consequences Of Trusting In The Law
Galatians 5:2-4

INTRODUCTION

1. Thechurches of Gdatiawere troubled by those who taught...
a. Chrigtians needed to keep the Law of Moses
b. Men needed to be circumcised as commanded by the Law
-- A problem that plagued many churchesin the beginning - cf. Ac 15:1-5

2. Paul presented powerful arguments in defense of the gospd of Chridt...

Persona argument - the Gdatians’ own experience - Ga 3:1-5

Scriptura argument - the testimony of the Old Testament - Ga 3:6-25
Practica argument - how one becomes a son and heir of God - Ga 3:26-4.7
Sentimenta argument - gppedling to their relaionship with Paul - Ga 4:8-20
Allegorica argument - usng Hagar and Sarah as an illudtration - Ga 4:21-31
--  ThusPaul sought to reason with hisbrethren in the churches of Galatia

P oo oW

[ Then, with gpogtalic authority (cf. Ga 5:2-4), Paul tedtifiesto the “ Consequences Of Trusting In
TheLaw” . The consegquences are grave, and should be considered serioudy by every Chrigtian...]

. YOUWILL NOT PROFIT FROM CHRIST

A. “IF YOU BECOME CIRCUMCISED...”
1. Thisshould be understood in its context
2. Paul did not condemn circumcision in every case - cf. Ac 16:3
3. Heopposad it when done with the idea it was necessary for judtification - cf. Ga 2:3-5
-- Paul isdealing with those teaching that circumcision was necessary for salvation

B. “CHRIST WILL PROFIT YOU NOTHING...”
1. What aterrifying thought!
2. Theblessngsthat Christ provides will not be theirs, for example:
a. Theforgiveness of snsthrough Hisblood - cf. Ep 1.7
b. Thegift of the Spirit as aguarantee of ther inheritance - cf. Ep 1:13-14
c. Thegreatness of God's power toward those who believe - cf. Ep 1:19
d. Theprivilege of being fdlow-citizens and members of God' s family - cf. Ep 2:19-22
-- Indeed, all the blessingsthat Jesus offerswill not benefit them!

[Not only will Christ not profit any who are circumcised in order to be saved...]

1. YOUWILL BE INDEBTED TO THE WHOLE LAW

A. “EVERY MAN WHO BECOMES CIRCUMCISED...
1. Again, thisshould be understood in its context
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2. Paul makesit clear that the consequences affect everyone
a. Notjust to “you” (if you become circumcised)
b. But to“every man” (to every man who becomes circumcised)
3. Paul makesit clear that he writes with grest solemnity
a. Hedready wrote“Indeed |, Paul...” - Ga5:2
b. Now headds“And | tedtify again...” - Ga 5:3
-- Paul’s statements areto betaken serioudy, for they arein the form of an oath

B. “HEISA DEBTOR TO KEEP THE WHOLE LAW..”

1. “Hebinds himsdf to obey dl the Law of Moses’ - Barnes

2. “Circumcisgon was the distinguishing badge of the Jews, as baptism is of Chridians. A man,
therefore, who became circumcised became a professor of the Jewish religion, and bound
himself to obey dl its specid laws” - ibid.

3. Which placed one under an insupportable yoke - cf. Ac 15:10
a. TheLaw put those who did not obey it under acurse - cf. Ga 3:10
b. Those who sumbled in just one point were guilty of dl - cf. Ja 2:10-11
c. Andtheblood of bulls and goats was inadequate - cf. He 10:1-4

-- Such a person hastruly become entangled with a yoke of bondage (Ga 5:1)

[ The apostle continues to describe the consequences of trusting in the Law for their sdvation...]

[11.YOU WILL BE ESTRANGED FROM CHRIST

A. “YOUWHO ATTEMPT TO BE JUSTIFIED BY LAW...”
1. Those seeking sdvation on the basis of keeping the Law of Moses
2. Anéeffort on the part of many in lsrael
a.  Not just those who were Jewish Chrigtians - cf. Ac 15:1,5
b. But dso Isadliteswho did not believe in Christ - cf. Ro 9:31-32; 10:1-4
--  Thiswould apply to anyone who seeksto be saved through the Law of Moses

B. “YOU HAVE BECOME ESTRANGED FROM CHRIST...”
1. Asexpresed by various trandations:
a “severed from Chrig” (ESV, NASB)
b. “dienated from Chrigt” (NIV)
c. “have cut yoursdves off from Chrig” (NRSV)
d. “Chrigt isbecome of no effect” (KJV)
2. Smilar to warnings given by Jesus Himsdlf to His disciples
a. Tothose who do not bear fruit - Jn 15:1-6
b. Tothosehad logt their first love - Re 2:4-5
c. Tothose who were lukewarm - Re 3:15-16
-- Notecarefully: both Jesusand Paul are addressing Christians!

[ The consequences for Christians who trust in the Law of Moses for sdvation is then stated most
ominoudy...]
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IV.YOUWILL FALL FROM GRACE

A. “YOUWHO ATTEMPT TO BE JUSTIFIED BY LAW..”
1. Again, Paul isaddressng Chrigtians who felt that circumcision and the Law were necessary
2. But by the Law no one can actudly bejudtified - cf. Ro 3:20
-- Thustheir effortsare destined for failure

B. “YOU HAVE FALLEN FROM GRACE..”

1. Thisisone of the clearest satement of the possibility of apostasy
a. Paul iswarning Chridians
b. Onecannat fdl from something if they were never there
c. Thoseinadake of grace were in danger of faling from it
d. If thereisno danger of gpodtasy, Paul’ s satement is meaningless

2. Thisisjust one of many passages that warn of the danger of gpostasy
a. Jesuswarned His disciples of being cut off - Jn 15:1-6
b. Paul warned the Gentile Christiansin Rome - Ro 11:19-22
c. Theepidleto the Hebrewsisfilled with many warnings- He 2:1; 3:12-15; 4:1,11;

6:4-6; 10:26-31; 12:15

d. Peter dso left many warnings - 2 Pe 2:1-3,20-22; 3:17

-- Thesecurity of the believer (Jn 10:28-29) isfor those who remain faithful to Christ;
otherwise, they will not receive their inheritance - cf. Re2:10c

CONCLUSION

1. How terrible are the consequences of trusting in the Law of Moses for savation...!
a. Chrig will be of no profit
b. Indebted to aLaw that cannot save
c. Severed from Christ
d. Fdlenfromgrace

2. Chrigtians may not be tempted to trust in the Law of Moses today; but we still must take care...
a. Not to trust in oursdves, nor in any law or religion of man
b. Otherwise the consequences will be the same!

3. How much better, to remain faithful to Jesus Chrigt, and enjoy...
a. Theblessngs of sdvation and sanctification that Jesus offers - cf. Ep 1:3
b. A law whose commandments are not burdensome - ¢f. 1 C0 9:21; 1Jn 5:3
c. Unionwith Chrig, with the life and strength such communion offers - cf. Jn 15:4-5
d. Standing in the grace of God - cf. Ro 5:1-2

Areyou placing your trust in Jesus Christ by heeding His gospd and the words of His gpodtles...?
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Eagerly Awaiting Our Hope

Galatians 5:5

INTRODUCTION

1. A few quedionsto simulate your thinking...
a. Wha isyour hope as a Chrigtian?
b. How strong isthat hope?
c. Canyou say that you are eager ly awaiting your hope?

2. Much of thejoy of being a Chrigtian is related to our hope...
a. How red that hopeisto us
b. How eager we are to one day redize that hope
c. How it enables usto serve the Lord with joy and patience

3. InGab5:5, Paul writes concerning his hope...
a. Wha hewaswaiting for
b. How hewas eagerly waiting for it (Grk., apekdechomai, to await eagerly)

[From hiswords in this verse and el sawhere we can glean truths that can make a greet differencein our
attitude and service as Chrigians. Congider firdt...]

. WHAT WE ARE TO EAGERLY WAIT FOR

A. THE HOPE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS...

1.

The hope of judtification

a. Paul had been writing about judtification - Ga 5:4

b. Judtification and righteousness come from the same Greek word (dikaiosune)

c. ThusPaul istaking about the hope of being made right, not guilty of sSn

They had no other hope of judtification than by faith in the Redeemer - Barnes

a. Thiswas Paul’s hope expressed to the Philippians - Ph 3:9

b. A hopethat sustained himin hislast days, his darkest hours-2 Ti 4:8

We areto havea strong desir e plus expectation (the meaning of hope) regarding
our standing beforethe Lord guiltlessof sin

B. THE SAVIOR FROM HEAVEN...

The Corinthians were eagerly waiting for the revelation of Jesus-1 Co 1.7

Paul dso was eagerly waiting for Jesus from heaven - Ph 3:20

For those who s0 eagerly await Him, Jesuswill bring salvation - He 9:28

We areto eagerly await the coming of the Lord, for Hewill bring the righteousness
(judtification) we hopefor!

C. THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY....

1.

Paul dso wrote of eagerly awaiting the redemption of our bodies- Ro 8:23
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This pertains to the hope of the resurrection - Ac 23:6; 24:15

In which our morta bodieswill be raised and put on immortaity - 1 Co 15:42-44,48-54
Made possible by the coming and power of our Lord Jesus Christ! - Ph 3:20-21

We areto eagerly await that glorioustransformation in which our bodies aswell as
our soulswill beredeemed by the Lord!

[Such are the things we are to hope for and await eagerly: Our judtification from sin, our Savior from
heaven, our resurrection from the dead! Now let’s consider...]

II. HOW WE CAN EAGERLY WAIT FORIT

A. BY FAITH...

1.

2.

Thisisour part

a. Weareto havefaith - cf. ESV (“For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly
wait...”)

b. Fathin Chrig and His sacrifice, faith in His coming

A faith that is Bible-based

a. A drong conviction in things unseen; in particular, Jesus- He 11:1; Jn 3:36

b. Which comes through the Word of God - Ro 10:17; Jn 20:30-31

c. Which gives us hope, like alight shining in darkness - Ro 15:4; 2 Pe 1:19

The eager ness with which we wait is proportional to the degree of faith we have

B. THROUGH THE SPIRIT...

1.

ThisisGod’s part

a. “..drengthened by the Spirit we wait for the fulfillment of the hope which righteousness
by faith instead of the law insuresto us” - B.W. Johnson

b. Paul wrote of God helping usto aound in hope viaHis Spirit - Ro 15:13

We receive the Spirit said aswe:

a. Wadkinthe Spirit - Ga 5:16

b. Set our minds on the things of the Spirit (i.e., the Word) - Ro 8:5-6; Ep 6:17

c. Ask God for strength by His Spirit (via prayer) - Ep 3:16,21

The eager ness with which we wait is proportional to the strength wereceive from

the Spirit

CONCLUSION

1. What isyour hope (dedire plus expectation) as a Chrigtian? It should include...
a.  Thehope of righteousness (judtification)
b. The Savior'srevelation from heaven
c. Theglorious resurrection from the dead

2. How gtrongisyour hope? It al depends...
a. Areyou growing in faith (through the Word)?
b. Areyou being strengthened by the Spirit (through prayer)?

If s0, then we will eagerly await that for which we both desire and expect to see...!
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That Which Has Power In Christ
Galatians 5:6

INTRODUCTION

1. Theriteof circumcison wasamgor issue in the early church...
a. Judaizing teachers taught it was necessary to be saved - Ac 15:1,5
b. Paul argued that it had become irrdevant - Ga 5:6

2. Notethat Paul wrote “neither circumcison nor uncircumcison avails anything...”
a. The Greek word trandated ‘avails istranditerated ischuo
b. Asdefined by Thayer, the word ischuo means.
1) to be strong, such asto be strong in body, to be robust, to be in sound health
2) to have power
a) to have power as shown by extraordinary deeds; to exert, wield power, to have
drength to overcome
b) tobeaforce avall

[If neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has power in Christ, what does? Paul revedsthat there three
things working in conjunction thet have power. Thefirg is...]

. FAITH

A. THE DEFINITION OF FAITH...
1. A Soripturd definition of faithisfoundin He 11:1
2. TheNIV ishdpful: “Now fath isbeing sure of what we hope for and certain of what we
do not see”
3. Vine decribesfaith as“afirm conviction”
4. | liketo think of faith as“a confident trugt”

B. THEIMPORTANCE OF "FAITH" ...
1. FathinGod isessntid to pleesng Him - He 11:6
2. Fathin Jesusisessentid to finding forgiveness and eternd life - Jn 8:24; 20:30-31
3. Without faith, the only dternative is doubt accompanied with fear - cf. Mt 14:30-31

C. THE POWER OF FAITH...

1. Fathin Chrigt has the power to produce:
a. Hope-Ro05:2
b. Joy-1Pel:8
c. Peace-Ro015:13

2. Those with faith in Chrigt receive the power to:
a Live-Ga220
b. Overcometheworld - 1Jn 5:4-5
c. Overcomethedevil - Ep 6:16
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D. THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH...
1. Faith comesfrom the Word of God - Ro 10:17; Jn 20:30-31
2. Fathinvolves agrowth process-2Th 1:3

[A thriving, growing faith in Christ has great power, to enable usto live strong, vibrant spiritud lives.
Such afath will naturdly involve the dement of...]

1. WORKS

A. THERE ARE DIFFERENT TYPES OF WORKS...
1. Worksof merit
a. Theseaeworksdoneto ‘earn’ something
b. Those who have done such works believe they ‘ deserve’
c. No one can be saved by such works - cf. Ti 3:4-5; Ep 2:8-9
2. Worksof faith
a Thesearethingsdoneto ‘recaeive something
b. Those who have done such works bdlieve they deserve nothing! - cf. Lk 17:10
3. Works of faith can aso be caled works of God
a. Of which fath itsdf is cdled by Jesus - Jn 6:28-29
b. Other works of faith commanded by God include repentance, confession, and baptism
-cf. Ac17:30; Ro 10:9-10; Co 2:12-13
c. Such works are those prepared beforehand by God - Ep 2:10

B. THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF FAITH...

1. Thereisdead faith - Ja 2:14-17,20,26
a. Fathwithout works
b. Substituting words for deeds

2. Thereisdemonic faith - Ja 2:18,19
a. Fath with the wrong kind of works
b. Such astrembling instead of acting

3. Thereisdynamic faith - Ja 2:20-26
a. Faththa worksthe will of God
b. An obedient faith, asrequired by the gospd - Ro 1:5; 6:17; 16:25-26

C. WITH THE RIGHT KIND OF FAITH AND WORKS...
1. Savationispossble- Ac 10:35
We can bring glory to God - Mt 5:16; 1 Pe 2:12
We can receive glory, honor, and peace - Ro 2:10
Our efforts to serve are strengthened by God! - cf. Ph 2:12-13; 4:13; Ep 3:16,20

b

[Faith without works is dead; faith with works has great power in Christ! Especidly so, when faith and
works are donein...]

[11.LOVE
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A. LOVE TOWARD GOD...
1. Loveiswhat God desresfrom us more than anything - Mt 22:37
2. Loveiswhat inspires the noblest form of obedience - Jn 14:15,23a
a. Some obey out of fear (of being punished)
b. Othersobey out of selfishness (for what they get out it)
c. Thehighest form of obedienceisout of love (glad to be of service)

B. LOVE TOWARD ONE ANOTHER...
1. Thekind of love Jesus showed toward us - Jn 13:34-35
2. Our liberty in Chrigt isfor the very purpose of serving onein love-Ga5:13

CONCLUSION

1. Whenfaith, works, and love ar e joined together, there is greet synergy...
a. Thereissavationfromdn
b. Thereispower over the devil
c. Thereishope, joy, and peace for the children of God!

2. When faith, works, and love are not joined together, nothing worksright...
b. Faith without worksis dead
a. Workswithout faith cannot save
c. Workswithout love produce a cold, heartlessreligion

Is our faith working through love? May Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians be our prayer for one
another:

Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of
this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and THE WORK
OF FAITH WITH POWER, that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be
glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ. - 2 Th 1:11-12
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The Sin Of Hindering Others
Gab:7-12

INTRODUCTION

1. Itisnot unusua in foot races for runnersto jostle one ancther...
a. Bumping ebows, tripping over one ancther’s feet
b. Often resulting in breaking one' s dtride, hindering one' s ability to keep up

2. Paul expressed his concern about Christians being ‘hindered’ in their spiritud race.. - Ga 5:7-12
a. Theword used here (anakopto) means properly to beat or drive back - Bar nes
b. Hence, it meansto hinder, check, or retard. Dr. Doddridge remarks thet thisis “an Olympic
expression, and properly signifies “coming across the course” while apersonisrunning iniit, in
such amanner asto jogtle, and throw him out of the way.” - ibid.

[We arein aracein which we mus dl run wdl (cf. 1 Co 9:24; He 12:1). Aswe run, do we help or
hinder others who run dong with us? Here are some thoughts on “ The Sin Of Hindering Others'...]

I. HOW WE CAN HINDER OTHER CHRISTIANS

A. THROUGH FALSE TEACHING...
1. Theproblem in our text (those teaching the necessty of circumcision) - cf. Ga 5:1-6
2. A concern later voiced by Peter - cf. 2 Pe 3:17
3. Preventing one from obeying the truth - Ga 5:7
-- Certainly a warning to those who would teach and preach

B. THROUGH SINFUL CONDUCT...
1. Suchasimmorality, being abad influence on others - cf. 1 Co 15:33
2. Such asdothfulness, which is as detrimentd as those who would destroy - cf. Pro 18:9
3. The example we set can have an adverse effect on others
-- Thisshould beawarning to all Christians, whether teachersor not

[In different ways, then, we can easily become a hindrance to those who are running. To gppreciate
how serious a métter thisis, consder...]

. HOW GOD FEELSABOUT THOSE WHO HINDER

A. FROM THE WORDS OF PAUL ...
1. They arelike leaven that leavens the whole lump - Ga 5:9; cf. 1 Co 5:6-8
a. Ther negative influence spreads, infecting others
b. Similar to how one runner may jostle another, who then bumps into another, etc.
2. They will bear their judgment (be held accountable) - Ga 5:10
a. TheLord takes notice of those who are a hindrance
b. It matters not who they are (or think they are)
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3. Hecould wish that they cut off themsdves- Ga 5:12

a. Some believe Paul had in mind that they may emasculate themselves

b. Othersbeieve Paul desred they cut themsdves off from the community of the church
-- Strong wordsfrom the inspired pen of the apostle!

B. FROM THE WORDSOF JESUS...
1. Woe to those who cause offenses (occasions of sumbling) - Lk 17:1
2. It isbetter to place amillstone around one' s neck, and be cast into the sea- Lk 17:2
3. Jesustakes migreating His disciples persondly - cf. Mt 25:41-45; Ac 9:1-5
-- Equally strong wor ds from the voice of the Son of God!

[In view of such strong words, we do well to be concerned about not hindering our brethren...]

[11.HOW WE CAN AVOID BECOMING A HINDRANCE

A. GIVE CAREFUL ATTENTION TO OUR EXAMPLE...
1. So Paul encouraged young Timothy - cf. 1 Ti 4:12
2. Give atention to our attendance
a. Theexample we st influences others to be e@ther fathful or dothful
b. Isour examplein attending services of the church hindering othersin this regard?
3. Giveattention to our attitude
a. Wecaningpire others by our love, spirit, speech and faith
b. Arewe asource of spiritual encouragement to those around us?
-- What kind of example arewe providing to our felow ‘runners...?

B. GIVE CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE WORD...
1. So Paul admonished young Timothy - 1 Ti 4:16
2. Giveattention to the sudy of God’s Word
a.  Only through careful study can we discern between truth and error
b. Isour example of attending Bible study encouraging others to do the same?
3. Give atention to the proclamation of the Word
a. Towhat we say or teach about God's Word, whether in private or in public
b. Iswhat wetdl others helping them to draw closer to God?

CONCLUSION

1. Weédther hinder or help our brethrenin Chrigt...
a.  Who are running a greet race, the race of faith
b. Who can easily be made to sumble by the other runners around them

2. Chrigtians should be a source of great encouragement to one another...
a. If weare, how wonderful it will be when we are together in eternity!
b. If we hinder others, woe to us, for we will be judged harshly!

Paul had confidence in his brethren (Ga 5: 10); do we give each other reason for smilar confidence?
Wewill, if we run “looking unto Jesus’ and with “graight paths for your feet” (He 12:1-2,12-16)...
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TheProper Use Of Our Liberty
Galatians 5:13-15

INTRODUCTION

1. InGab5:1, Paul mentioned our liberty in Chrigt...

2. Anealier sudy summarized what thisliberty entalls..
a. Chrig has delivered the Jews from their obligation to keep the Law of Moses
b. Chrig has ddivered dl men from the guilt and power of dn
c. Chrigt has delivered us from the need to kegp human traditions
d. Chrig offers deliverance from the deeds of the flesh which endanger our savation
-- Seethelesson “Standing Fast In The Liberty Of Christ” (Ga5:1)

3. InGab:13-15, Paul returnsto the theme of liberty...
a.  With an admonition regarding its proper use in Chrigt
b. Which we do well to give close atention

[His concerns are Smple yet sgnificant. In the exercise of liberty, we must...]

. NOT TO SERVE THE FLESH

A. THEWORKSOF THE FLESH THREATEN OUR SPIRITUALITY ...

1.
2.

3.

As Jesus warned during His earthly minigtry - Mk 7:20-23

The works of the flesh include hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, sdfish
ambitions - cf. Ga 5:20

If not careful, through such actions we may consume one another! - Ga 5:15

Liberty in Christ does not mean license to do whatever we want

B. THE WORKSOF THE FLESH ENDANGER OUR SALVATION...

1
2.
3.

By being contrary to the desire of the Spirit - Ga 5:16-17

By forfeiting our inheritance in the kingdom of God - Ga 5:19-21; cf. 1 Co 6:9-11
By regping corruption for those who sow to the flesh - Ga 6:8

We should take the danger of the works of the flesh serioudy

C. THE WORKSOF THE FLESH MUST BE CRUCIFIED...

1
2.
3.

Because of the wrath of God which is coming - Co 3:5-8

With the ad of the Spirit - Ro 8:12-13

Otherwise, we are not truly Christ’s - Ga 5:24-26

We have been set free from bondage of sin that we might serve God (Ro 6:11-19)

[How the Chrigtian is able to able to do this, Paul will discuss later (Ga 5:16-18). In our text, though,
we find the other sde of the coin regarding our liberty in Christ. We are not to serve the flesh...]
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1. BUT TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER

A. WE ARE TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER...
1. TheLord has blessed each of us with different abilities- Ro 12: 3-8
2. Weaeto minigter such giftsto one another - 1 Pe 4:10-11
3. The strong bearing with the infirmities of the week - Ro 15:1
4. Each of usfocused on edifying our brethren - Ro 15:2-3; 14:19
-- Liberty in Christ meansto befreeto serve one another!

B. SERVING ONE ANOTHER THROUGH LOVE...
1. Loving one ancther fulfillsthe Law - Ga 5:14; Ro 13:8-10
2. Loveenables oneto serve others with sacrifice - Ph 2:17; 1 Jn 3:16
3. Lovewill serve others, even when it isnot reciprocd -2 Co 12:15
-- Love, not begrudging obligation, should motivate our serviceto one another!

CONCLUSION

1. Our liberty in Chrigt isawonderful blessing...
a. Ddiverance from the guilt and power of dn
b. Ddiverance from the works of the flesh which endanger our salvation

2. Our liberty in Chrigt should produce the right response...
a. Gratitudein our hearts to God
b. Loving servicein our lives to one another

Until we are serving one ancther through love, we have yet to properly exercise the liberty that we have
in Chrig...!

Sermons From Galatians 59



Mark A. Copeland

TheFlesh Versus The Spirit
Galatians 5:16-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Indiscussng our liberty in Chrigt, Paul warned about the flesh...
a. Not to use our liberty as an opportunity for the flesh - Ga 5:13
b. To beware of being consumed by one another - Ga 5:15

2. How can one avoid the destructive influences of the flesh? Paul isclear...
a.  Wemug wak in the Spirit - Ga 5:16-17
b. We mus beled by the Spirit - Ga 5:18

[Why isit important for the Chrigtian to know this? And how does one wak in the Spirit? How isone
led by the Spirit? From our text (Ga 5: 16-18) we observe regarding the flesh and the Spirit that...]

|. THETWO ARE CONTRARY TO ONE ANOTHER

A. TWO OPPONENTS, FIGHTING FOR YOUR SOUL...

1.
2.

They are in opposition againgt each other - Ga 5:17a

Isthe “ Spirit” referring to the Holy Spirit, or the human spirit?

a. Thereiscertanly awar between the flesh and human spirit - 1 Pe 2:11; Ro 7:23

b. Yetl believe herein Gadiansit has reference to the Holy Spirit

The context of the epistle suggests that it isthe Holy Spirit

a. Note Paul’s earlier references to the Spirit - Ga 3:2-3; 4:6

b. Through the Spirit we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness- Ga 5:5

c. Paul’slaer argument “If welivein the Spirit, let us dso wak in the Spirit” would not
make sense if the human spirit is meant - Ga 5:25

d. Reaping everlagting life “of the Spirit” must refer to the Holy Spirit - Ga 6:8

While the flesh pullsusin one direction, the Spirit would have us go in another!

B. A CHRISTIAN MUST SERVE ONE OR THE OTHER...

1
2.
3.

If we follow the lugts of the flesh, we can not do the will of the Spirit - Ga 5:17b
Following the flesh will endave, placing onein adilemma- cf. Ro 6:12-13,16; 7:14-23
But with the help of the Spirit, the flesh can be overcome! - cf. Ro 8:12-14

We must walk in the Spirit, otherwise we will succumb to the lusts of the flesh

C. HOW DOESONE “WALK INTHE SPIRIT”...?

By setting our minds on the things of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:1-6

The things of the Spirit would be that which the Spirit has reveded

|.e., the Word of God, which isthe sword of the Spirit - cf. Ep 6:17

Just as Jesus used the Word to resst temptation - cf. Mt 4:4,7,10

Wewalk in the Spirit to the degree we follow the Word which Herevealed!
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[So whom will we serve? The lugt of the flesh, or the Spirit of God? Only one offerslife and peace; the
other offers desth, and prevents us from serving God (Ro 8:6-8). Paul then adds another point...]

II. ONLY ONE OFFERSFREEDOM FROM THE LAW

A.

WHAT DOESIT MEAN TO BE “UNDER THE LAW” ...?
1. Inthecontext, “thelaw” has primary reference to the “Law of Moses’ - cf. Ga 4:21
2. The purpose of the law was primarily twofold:
a Toreved gn-cf. Ga3:19a; Ro 3:20
b. To condemn the Snner as guilty - cf. Ro 3:19
-- Tobe"under theLaw”, then, isto beunder a state of condemnation!

THOSE LED BY THE SPIRIT ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW...
1. l.e, they are not under the condemnation of the Law
2. For obedience to the gospel reveded by the Spirit resultsin freedom
a. Freedom from condemnation - Ro 8:1
b. Freedom from the law of sin of desth - Ro 8:2; 6:17-18
c. Freedom from the obligation to keep the Law - cf. Ro 7:1-6
-- Led by the Spirit, oneisfreefrom both the condemnation and obligation of the Law

HOW ISONE “LED BY THE SPIRIT”...?

1. “The Spirit leads both externaly and interndly. Externdly, the Spirit supplies the gospdl
truth as set forth in the New Testament, and the rules and precepts therein found are for the
ingtruction and guidance of God's children. Interndly, the Spirit aids by ministering strength
and comfort to the disciplesin his effort to conform to the reveded truth and will of God.”
- JW. McGarvey and Philip Y. Pendleton, Thessdonians, Corinthians, Gaatians and
Romans, p. 361 (commenting on Ro 8:14)

2. The Spirit leads us exter nally through the Word
a. TheWord isthe instrument used by the Spirit to ingtruct and convict

1) The Spirit was sent to convict theworld - Jn 16:7-11
2) The Spirit guided the gpodtlesinto dl the truth - Jn 16:12-13
3) Thusthe Word isthe “sword” (instrument) used by the Spirit - cf. Ep 6:17
b. Toress the Word isto resst the Spirit
1) Aswhen Israd resisted the inspired word given through prophets - Ac 7:51-53
2) Aswhen weress the ingpired word given through agpostles - 1 Co 14:36-37
c. When one setstheir mind on the things of the Spirit (i.e,, Hisreveded Word)...
1) They will live according to the Spirit - Ro 8:5
2) They will experience life and peace - R0 8:6
d. When onewaksin the Spirit (by heeding His Word)...
1) They will not fulfill the lugt of theflesh - Ga 5:16
2) They will bethusled by the Spirit - Ga 5:18
3) They will produce the fruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-25
Do you desreto be led by the Spirit? Let Him lead you through His Word!

3. The Spirit leads usinter nally through Hisindweling
a. By grengthening the inner man...

1) Godisat work inthe Christian - Ep 3:20
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2) Even aswework out our own salvation - Ph 2:12-13; 4:13
3) Theingrument by which God strengthens the Chridtian is His Spirit in the inner man
-Ep 3:16; cf. 1 Co06:19
4) By His Spirit, we are able to put to death the deeds of the body - Ro 8:13
5) Inthisway the Spirit likewise leads us - Ro 8:14; cf. Ro 8:11
b. In conjunction with the Word...
1) When we make effort to heed the Word, the Spirit aids us
a) Supplying what strength we may need
b) So that which is produced may rightly be called the ‘fruit’ of the Spirit
2) Toillugrate, consder the development of a Chrigt-like character
a) Peter reminds us of the need for diligence on our part - 2 Pe 1:5-10
b) Paul explains these qualities produced are the ‘fruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23
-- Do you desreto beled by the Spirit? Let Him strengthen you as you obey His Word!
-- Chrigtiansareled by the Spirit externally asthey aretaught by the Word, and
internally by His strengthening theinner man asthey strive to obey the Word

CONCLUSION

1. Paul has more to say abot...
a. Theworks of the flesh and their jeopardy to our souls - Ga 5:19-21
b. Thefruit of the Spirit and the blessedness He provides - Ga 5:22-23

2. What Paul has said so far isthis...
a. Thereisagrea conflict between the flesh and the Spirit
b. Only those who walk in the Spirit and are led by the Spirit experience true freedom

Inthe battle of “ The Flesh Versus The Spirit”, which sde are you on? Are you being led by your
own fleshly lusts, or by the Spirit of God? Eterna consegquences hang in the balance...!
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TheWorks Of TheFlesh - |
Galatians 5:19-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Of grave danger to the Chrigtian are the works of the flesh...
a. They can destroy the liberty we enjoy in Chrigt - Ga 5:13-15
b. They prevent usfrom following the Spirit and doing the thingswe wish - Ga 5:16-17
c. They keep usfrom inheriting the kingdom of God - Ga 5:21

2. Itisimperative tha we know what are the works of the flesh...
a. Thosethingsthat are contrary to the Spirit - Ga 5:17
b. Those snswhich wage war againg the soul - cf. 1 Pe 2:11

[Toad usin this battle, Paul provides alist of snsthat are quite evident (Ga 5:19-21). At the top of
theligt are...]

I. SINSOF MORAL IMPURITY

A. FORNICATION (Grk., porneia)...

1.

2.
3.

Note: Some trandations begin with *adultery’ which is not found in some of the oldest
manuscripts, it is certainly covered by ‘fornication’

Porneia - illicit sexud intercourse - Vine

Asused in the New Testament, we find it having at least four different gpplications...

a. A referenceto premarital sex -1 Co 7:1-2

b. A synonym for adultery - Mt 19:9

c. A generic term referring to dl forms of unchadtity - 1 Co 6:13,18

d. A specific sensereferring to harlotry and progtitution - Re 2:20-21

It therefore includes any sort of sexual intercourse between partners who are not married;
eg., premarita sex, adultery, homosexudlity, progtitution, incest

God's disdain for such immordity is seen in the fact...

a. Thereareseven ligsof evil in the writings of Paul

b. Fornicationislised in five of them, and isthe first in each of them

B. UNCLEANNESS (Grk., akatharsia)...

1.

2.

Akatharga-inamord sense theimpurity of lustful, luxurious, profligate living - Thayer

a. Itorigindly had referenceto dirt or dirtinessin aphysical sense

b. Inthe Greek OT, it isused to denote ritual and ceremonid impurity which made it
impossible for the worshipper to approach God - cf. Lev 22:3-9

c. Itthen cameto beusedin amord sense, of that mord depravity which disguststhe
person who seesit

Three ideas are therefore inherent in the word

a. Thequdlity of that which is soiled and dirty; some minds are like that

b. Animpurity where there is arepulsve qudity that awakens disgust in decent persons
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C. That which separates man from God; in contrast, compare Mt 5:8; Re 3:4

C. LEWDNESS (Grk., asdlgia)...
1. Aselgia- dso trandated aslasciviousness, licentiousness, sensudity
2. Thebadc meaning of the word
a. IntheNT it seemsto be linked with sexua excessin apublic way
b. Barcday disinguishes three characteristics of thisan:
1) Itiswanton and undisciplined action
2) It has no respect for the persons or rights of anyone else
3) Itiscompletdy indifferent to public opinion and to public decency
3. Thegenerd ideais one of shamdess behavior
a. Thayer definesthisword by giving these examples:
1) “filthy words’
2) “indecent bodily movements’
3) “unchegte handling of maes and femdes’
b. Thisword isone that best describes...
1) What is often seen in much of modern dance, music, theater
2) What goes on a many concerts, and on many talk shows
c. Thecontext in which it is often found in the Scriptures helps to understand this word
- cf. Ro13:11-14; Ep 4:17-19; 1 Pe 4:1-4

[With these three words (por neia, akathar sia, aselgia), we learn that “the works of the flesh” involve
ans of mord impurity. Aswe continue with Paul’ s lit, we note that they aso involve...]

II. SINSOF IDOLATRY AND SORCERY

A. IDOLATRY (Grk., eidololatreia)...
1. Eidololatreia - image worship - Strong
2. Concerning idolatry as commonly consdered...
a. Inthebeginning stages of idolary, no one worshipstheidol or imege itself
1) Theidol amply served two purposes.
a) Tolocdizethegod it represents
b) Tovisudizethe god it represents
2) Itissmply designed to make it easier to worship the god represented by the idol
b. Inevitably, however, people will wind up worshipping theidol or image itsdlf
1) We seethisin various forms of Catholicism
2) Where the leaders say the image is not an idol, only an ‘icon’
3) But who can deny that the average worshipper beginsto view the image itsdf as
something holy and to be revered?
4) Thustha whichis'creasted’ begins recelving adoration rightfully due the * Crestor’
c. According to Ro 1:18-23, the basic error of idol worship isthe worship of the ‘ created
thing' rather than the ‘ Crestor of dl things'!
3. Concerning idolatry as that which displaces God...
a ldolatry isnot just the adoration or worship of images
b. Paul defines‘covetousness asidolatry - Ep 5:5; Co 3.5
1) Any strong desire for materid things that replaces our desire for God is aform of
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idolatry!
a) Our hearts are such that they are drawn to whatever is our treasure - Mt 6:21
b) If our treasureis earthly things, our heart (devotion) is drawn away from God
2) We cannot serve materid things and God at the sametime! - Mt 6:24
c. Thuswe can beidolaters when we make things other than God Himself our priority in
life, such as our job, house, hobby, family

B. SORCERY (Grk., pharmakeia)...
1. Pharmakeaisfound to be used in three ways
a. Medicdly, to the use of drugswith no bad meaning a dl
b. Themisuse of drugs so asto poison, not cure
c. The practice of sorcery and witchcraft, which often used drugs to cast spells and ater
the behavior of others
2. The practice of witchcraft and sorcery is strongly condemned - Exo 22:18; Re 21:8
3. Examplesof thissin today...
a. Thereisan increasng number of reigions based upon the occult, and that make use of
drugsinther rdigion
b. The*"recreationd” use of drugs dso fdlsinto this category
1) Remember that dtering the behavior of others through such drugs was abasic
function of sorcery and witchcraft
2) What isthe difference between using drugs to dter others behavior and your own?
3) Thisisnot to discount the proper medicina use of drugs
4) But just asthe Bible condemns drunkenness, which is an dtered state brought on by
acohal (adrug), so it would seem to condemn similar use of other drugs

CONCLUSION

1. Inthisstudy we have seen that the works of the flesh include...
a.  Sinsof mord impurity (fornication, uncleanness, lewdness)
b. Thesnsof idolatry and sorcery
-~ Our next study will survey sinsviolating the law of love

2. William Barclay observed that each of these sinsis a perversion of something good...
a. Fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness - perversons of the sexud indinct which in itsdf
can be abeautiful thing as part of true love between a man and awoman
b. ldolatry - aperverson of worship
c. Sorcery - aperverson of the proper use of drugs
-- Healsonoted: “Theawfulnessof the power of sin lies precisaly in itsability to take
theraw material of potential goodness and turn it into the material of evil.”

3. Because of the power of sin to corrupt, we need divine help to bresk free from its bondage...
a. Jesus promises freedom from the bondage of sin - Jn 8:31-36
b. Hesent the Holy Spirit to ddiver on that promise - Ro 8:12-13; Ga 5:16

Have you responded in obedience to the gospel that you might enjoy true freedom from the corrupting
power of ain...?- cf. Ac 2:38-39
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TheWorks Of The Flesh - ||
Galatians 5:19-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Our study of the “works of the flesh’ asfound in Ga 5:19-21 now focuses on eight Sins...
a. They are “hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies, envy” (NKJV)
b. Which have been categorized asinfractions of the law of love

2. Many find it hard to concelve that these eight Snsareredly al thet terrible...
a. Notice this news clipping that made the front page of the Orlando Sentinel (1/7/81) under the
heading, “ Pope Widens Sin Definition”:

“Pope John Paul 11 said today that sins of the flesh are not limited to fornication, orgies and
drunkenness, but include idolatry, jealousy, envy and unfriendliness.

“The pope made the remarks to his weekly genera audience at the Vatican, his forum for the
past 14 months on the subject of sex and sin.

“In his latest discussion of the subject, the pope cited St. Paul, the first-century apostle, as
giving Chritianity a very wide definition of sins of the flesh.

“’It is dgnificant that when Paul spesks about the works of the flesh, he mentions not only
fornication, impurity, libertinage, drunkenness and orgies which are the sins of sensua pleasure,’
the pope said, ‘but also speaks of other sins to which we are not accustomed to attribute a carnal
and sensud character: idolatry, witchcraft, unfriendliness, discord, jealousy, dissent, divisions,
factionaism, and envy.’”

b. The heading made it sound like the pope is declaring something new, but as the pope himself
dated, thisiswhat Paul taught in the very passage we are studying

3. Indeed, what is said of immordity and drunkennessis dso said of these eight sns. “...those who
practice such thingswill not inherit the kingdom of God”

[Therefore there is a great need to be informed as to what these sins entail, and to make a concentrated
effort to put them out of our lives...]

[11.SINSVIOLATING THE LAW OF LOVE

A. HATRED, ENMITY (Grk., echthra)...
1. Echthra means hodtility, enmity, hatred - Strong
2. It describes agtate and attitude of mind toward other people which involves barriers
between them and you
3. Enmity isthe direct opposite of love (agape); consder the contrast:
a. agape - an datitude of mind which will never dlow itsdf to be bitter to any man; dways
seeking the highest good of others
b. echthra - the attitude which puts up barriers and draws the sword of divison
4. When we dlow the work of the flesh to rule (e.g., echthra), we cannot alow the Spirit to
produce the proper fruit in our lives (eg., agape)
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B. CONTENTIONS, STRIFE, VARIANCE, DISCORD (Grk., eris)...
1. Erisisthe expresson of enmity or hatred; it isthe outcome in actud life of that sate of mind
2. Paul usesthisword to describe one of the evils that was characteristic of the pagan world
- R0 1:28-29
3. Sadly, it can ds0 describe the condition that may exist inachurch - cf. 1 Co 1:11; 3:3
4. Thisparticular Sn invades churches more often, perhaps, than many others
a. Because of our tendency to categorize sins, we may dlow thisoneto linger and fester
more than such sins as fornication, adultery
b. Yetthissnismos destructive of Chritian fellowship; it will just as easly destroy
(maybe even more s0) aloca congregation as will Sns of mord impurity

C. JEALOUSES, EMULATIONS (Grk., zd0s)...
1. Zeos can be either good or bad
a Usadinagood way
1) 1sa9:7 - “The zed of the Lord of hostswill perform this”
2) R010:1-2 - “...they have azed for God...”
3) Used to describe an excitement of mind, ardor, fervor of spirit, for something good
b. Usadin abad way
1) 1Co 3:3 - “For wherethere are envy...”
2) 2C012:20 - “For | fear...lest there be...jedlousies...”
3) A fervor of spirit that is misdirected, resulting in aform of envy and jedousy theat is
destructive of persond relationships
2. Zed that is misdirected is mogtly directed toward sdif; i.e, “sdfidT
a.  When we are zedous for God, that is good
b. When we are zedousin behdf of others good welfare, that is good
c. But whenwe are jedousfor sdfish reasons, it iswrong!
Such jedousy was amark of carndity in the Chrigtians a Corinth - cf. 1 Co 3:1-3
4. Inview of the coming of Chrig, zelos (envy) is one of the “works of darkness’ we need to
cast off - Ro 13:11-14

w

D. OUTBURSTSOF WRATH, FITSOF RAGE (Grk., thumos)...
1. Thisword describes...
a. Theblaze of temper which flaresinto violent words and deeds
b. The explosve temper which is uncontrolled
2. Not to be confused with...
a. Righteousindignation, which is proper and controlled; e.g., the righteous indignation of
God - Ro 2:4-11
b. Anger which is properly checked and not allowed to produce an occasion for sin - cf.
Ep 4:26-27
3. Sometry to excuse their explosve tempers as Smply hereditary...
a “Thatisjus theway | an’
b. “l amjud afiery Irishman, ahot Itdian, etc.”
c. “ltishuman nature’
4. But Chrigtians, no matter what their “nature”’, are blessed to become partakers of “divine
nature’, and must therefore put away these things - cf. 2 Pe 1:3-4; Ep 4:31-32; Co 3:8-11
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E. SELFISH AMBITIONS, STRIFE, DISPUTES (Grk., eritheia)...
1. Thisword describes a sdlf-centered attitude in the doing of any work; for example...
a. Working solely for money
b. Seeking and holding paliticd office purely for persond interests and ambition
c. Doing thework of the Lord out of adesire for recognition, persona ambition, or rivary
It is used to describe those who were preaching Christ out of jealousy - cf. Ph 1:17
3. Itisthisword which describes those who cregte party divisonsin the church...
a. Who are acting out of vainglory and adesireto be first
b. Rather than out of atrue desre to stand for truth
4. ltiscontrary to that “mind of Chris” described in Ph 2:3-5

N

F. DISSENSIONS, SEDITIONS (Grk., dichostasia)...
1. Thisword literdly means “a standing apart”
2. It describes a condition where dl fdlowship, dl togetherness are gone
a. Thiswasthe condition in the church a Corinth - cf. 1 Co 3:3
b. Paul taught we should mark those who cause such divisveness- Ro 16:17
3. Such may be dueto:
a. Personal divison (wheretwo people refuse to speak to each other)
Classdivision (i.e., class warfare between the rich and poor)
Party divison (where devotion to party rises above devotion to principle)
Racial divison (eg., Jaw vs. Gentile, Greek vs. barbarian, white vs. black)
Theological division (misusang labds and fixing them unfarly on others)
f. Ecclesiastical division (church divison, especidly in the form of denominationaism)
4. Thisgniscommitted when we confuse...
a. Prgudicewith principle
b. Unreasonable stubbornness with unwavering resolution

®opo

G. HERESIES, FACTIONS (Grk., hairesis)...
1. It most commonly denotes a group belonging to a particular school of thought or action
a. Such asthe “sect” of the Sadducees - Ac 5:17
b. Orthe“sect” of the Pharisees - Ac 15:5
2. Peter used it to describe fase teachers who will bring in destructive divisons- 2 Pe 2:1
3. Thusit refersto divisveness, especidly that brought about by false teaching
4. Thisword came to mean abelief or doctrine which is contrary to orthodoxy or the truth

H. ENVY, ENVYING (Grk., pthonos)...

1. William Bardlay offersthis distinction between phthonaos and zelos:
a. zelosisthe envy which casts grudging looks
b. phthonos isthe envy which has arrived at hostile deeds

2. Wemight dso add this digtinction:
a zelosislessarious lesshitter, less maignant than phthonos
b. But zelos, left unchecked, can result in phthonos

3. Whereas zelos has both a good and bad sense, phthonos is aways bad
a. It was phthonos that moved the Jewish leaders to ddiver Jesusto Pilate- Mt 27:18
b. phthonos isindicative of areprobate mind that has denied God - Ro 1:28-29

Sermons From Galatians 68




Mark A. Copeland

c. Itisoften the result of striving over words- 1 Ti 6:3-4
d. Itistypica of our livesprior to sdvation-Ti 3:3
e. Butitispart of that whichweareto“lay asde’ - 1 Pe2:1

CONCLUSION

1. “Murders’ (KJV, NKJV) isnot found in the oldest manuscripts and thus omitted in some
trandations...
a. Thoughit certanly isaninfraction of the law of love - cf. Ro 13:9
b. Itisasn of which even those who hate are guilty - cf. 1 Jn 3:15

2. Why are such ansincluded in the works of the flesh...?
a. Because of what Jesusdid on the cross
1) Itistruethat He died to reconcile man back to God - cf. 2 Co 5:18-21
2) But dso to reconcile man back to manin one body! - cf. Ep 2:13-16
b. Becausewe areto preservethisreconciliation
1) Not only the “verticd” reconciliation we have with God, which we preserve by living holy
lives (which iswhy we musgt dso avoid sins of mord impurity)
2) But dso the“horizontd” reconciliation we have with one another, which we preserve by
maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the body of peace - cf. Ep 4:1-3

3. Therefore, infractions of the law of love undo the work of Christ on the cross...!
a. Darewe commit snsof mora impurity to jeopardize our reconciliation with God?
b. Nether should we violate the law of love and jeopardize our reconciliation with one another

4. They dso prevent usfrom producing thefruit of the Spirit in our lives...
a. For such snsare certainly contrary to the Spirit - cf. Ga 5:17
b. Making it impossiblefor usto enjoy love, joy, peace, €ic. - cf. Ga 5:22

Our next study will conclude our look at the works of the flesh by noticing the sins of intemperance...
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TheWorks Of TheFlesh - 111
Galatians 5:19-21

INTRODUCTION

1. For severd lessons we have focused on the “works of the fleh’ liged in Ga 5:19-21

2. We have broken them up into severd categories, including...
a. Sinsof moral impurity (adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness)
b. Idolatry and sorcery
c. Infractionsof thelaw of love (hatred, contentions, jealousies, outburdts of wrath, sdfish
ambitions, dissengons, heresies, envy)

3. Inthissudy, we shal end our study of the works of the flesh by consdering two sins...
a. Drunkennessand revelries, which can be classfied as sins of intemperance
b. We dhal dso make an observation on the manner in which Paul concludes hislist of the “works
of the fledv’
[We begin by considering the two...]

IV.SINS OF INTEM PERANCE

A. DRUNKENNESS (Grk., methe)...
1. Thisword describes the state of intoxication due to acohol
2. TheBibleisvery srongin...
a Itscondemnation of drunkenness - cf. 1 Co 5:11; 6:9-10
b. Itswarning about the dangers of drinking - cf. Pro 20:1; 23:29-35
3. What about “drinking” that does not lead to “drunkenness’?
a. Theleve of dcohol in modern day acohalic beverages makes it difficult to diginguish
between the two
1) Levdsof dcohol are much higher today due to advanced ditilling techniques
2) Some of the strongest drinksin the past were not much stronger than our mild beers
today, thus making it much easer to get drunk today
3) Inancient Greece there was very little drunkenness, for the norma practice was to
dilute two parts of wine to three parts of water
b. The Chrigian isaso bound by the principle of influence - cf. Ro 14:13-21
1) Should Chrigians engage in an activity (socid drinking) that contributes to...
a) The number one drug problem in our country? (1 in 9 are dcoholics)
b) The sensdesskilling of 25,000 innocent victims ayear? (hdf of al driving
related accidentsinvolve driving under the influence of acohol)
c) Anedimated 25% of divorces? (which God hates- M al 2:16)
2) Theresponghility of the Christian regarding influenceisclear - Ro 14:21; 1 Co 10:
31-33
a) Only theinsengtive and sefish Chrigtian would try to judtify engaging in socid
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drinking today
b) The mature Christian considers whether the practice glorifies God, and benefits
hisfdlow man

B. REVELRIES, REVELLINGS, CAROUSING, ORGIES (Grk., komos)...

1.

2.
3.

Thisword refers to feasts and drinking parties that were often extended till late at night and

indulge in revery

Such behavior is condemned not only here, but dsoin Ro 13:12-14

Modern day forms of this sn would include what goeson ...

a. Mardi Grasin New Orleans

b. Many New Year's parties

c. Some office Chrigmas parties

d. Some music concerts

It does not require too much wisdom to see why such behavior is condemned

a. How many friendships, marriages, etc., have been destroyed by unrestrained behavior
that goes on at such functions?

b. Eventhe“innocent” can often get caught up in the excitement and do something that
ruinsthe rest of their lifel

In1 Pe 4:3-4, Peter states that...

a.  Such behavior as Chrigiansis unbecoming

b. Theworld thinks us strange for not engaging in such things

[The world may think us strange because we refrain from such things as drunkenness and revelries;
but as Peter goeson to say in 1 Pe 4.5, dl will have to give an account to Him who isready to judge
theliving and the dead. It isin view of the Judgment that prompts Christians to take the “works of the
flesi’ serioudy. And not just those specifically mentioned in Ga 5: 19-21, but as Paul goes on to say...]

V. “..,AND THE LIKE”"

A. CONCLUDING HISLIST IN THISWAY IMPLIES...

1.
2.
3.

Paul’sligt isnot to be taken as dl incdlusve

Thednslised are to give us abasic idea of the kind of things we are to avoid

We must gpply discernment on many activities which may not be specificdly condemned in

the Scriptures

a. Many people want a“Thou shdl not...” for anything to be wrong

b. But the Bible does not ligt everything that iswrong (if it did, you would have to carry it
around in awhed barrow)

c. Instead, we are given basic principles of conduct, with some specific examplesto
illugtrate such principles

d. We are expected to exercise discernment concerning good and evil using the principles
found in the Scriptures - cf. He 5:12-14

B. DETERMINING THINGSTHAT ARE “LIKE” THESE SINS...

1.

Today we are often faced with issues that may not be specifically mentioned in the Bible
a. E.g, quedionsreated to dancing, drugs, movies, music, smoking, televison programs.
b. How do I know when something not specifically addressed is right or wrong?
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2. One helpful way isto compare the activity in question to the two ligsfound in Ga 5:19-23
a Istheactive“like’ theworks of the flesh?
b. Orisit“like’ thefruit of the Spirit?

3. The better we understand these “works of the flesi” (as well as what condtitutes the “fruit of
the Spirit), the better we are to make decisions conducive to godly living

CONCLUSION

1. Such has been the purpose of our sudy: to learn what sort of things condtitute the “works of the
fledT’, so that we know what to avoid

2. For remember what Paul has written...

“Those who practice SUCH THINGS will not inherit the kingdom of God”
(Gabs:21)

3. Whether it be one of those things specificdly listed, or something “such like’ them, the
consequences will be devagtating!

4. In addition, the practice of such things makes it impossible to produce the fruit of the Spirit in our
lives- cf. Gab5:17

5. Hndly: theuseof theword “ practice” (Ga 5:21) impliesthat Paul iswarning againg those who
persstently engage in such sins and refuse to repent...
a. Wehavedl been guilty of one or more of things that can keep us out of the kingdom of heaven
b. But by God' s grace anyone can receive forgiveness, asimplied in this passage:

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortionerswill inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some
of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Co 6:9-11)

If you are willing to give up the “practice’ of such sins, you too can have your Sns washed away, finding
sanctification and judtification through Jesus and the Spirit of God! - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16
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Inheriting The Kingdom Of God
Galatians 5:21

INTRODUCTION

1. Inliging the works of the flesh, Paul concludes with an ominous warning...
a. Onethat he had told them about in the past
b. That those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God - Ga 5:21

2. The kingdom of God was an important theme in Paul’s minidtry...
a. He preached the kingdom of God among the Ephesians - Ac 20:25
b. Hedid so for two yearswhilein Rome - Ac 28:23,30-31

3. Inourtext (Ga5:21), Paul refersto ‘inheriting’ the kingdom of God...
a. Wha isthis kingdom of God?
b. Isit something that exigsnow? Isit in the future?
c. How canone‘inherit’ the kingdom of God?

[In answer to such questions, let’ sfirst talk about...]

|. THE PRESENT AND FUTURE KINGDOM

A. THE KINGDOM OF GOD ISPRESENT...

1.

Note what is said about those in the church

a. They werebeing cadled into the kingdom -1 Th 2:12

b. They had been trandated (conveyed) into the kingdom - Co 1:13

c. They wererecalving the kingdom - He 12:28

d. They were companionsin the kingdom - Re 1:9

The church isthat community of soulsin whose hearts Christ is recognized as sovereign
a. They have confessed Chrigt asLord - cf. Ro 10:9-10; 1 Pe 3:15

b. They fredy submit to the Lord in the day of His power - cf. Psa 110:1-3

Thusthe terms ‘church’ and ‘kingdom’ are often used interchangegbly

a. Aswhen Jesus spoke to Peter - Mt 16:18

b. The comments made to Chrigtiansin the church-Co 1:13; 1 Th 2:12

c. The description of those in the seven churches of Asa-Re 1:4,6,9

The kingdom of God (i.e,, the reign of Christ) reaches beyond those in the church (cf. Psa
110), but it benefits those in the church - cf. Ep 1:22-23

In one sense, the kingdom of God isclearly present

B. THE KINGDOM OF GOD ISFUTURE...

1.

2.

As spoken of by Jesus

a. Inthe parable of thetares- Mt 13:40-43
b. In describing the judgment - Mt 25:34
Asreferred to by Paul
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a. Exhorting Chrigtians to be steadfast and holy - Ac 14:22; 1 Co 6:9-10; Ga 5:19-21
b. Expounding on the hope of the resurrection - 1 Co 15:22-26; 15:50
c. Expressng his own expectation for the future-2 Ti 4:18
3. Aspromised by Peter
a. With acdl to diligence to make our cdling and eection sure- 2 Pe 1: 10
b. To receaive an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom - 2 Pe 1:11
-- Inanother sense, the kingdom of God is ill in the future

C. THE KINGDOM ISBOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE...

1. Inthepresent sense...
a. Itisfound wherever the sovereignty of Jesusis accepted - Mt 28:18-20
b. Itisagpiritud kingdom, for Jesusrulesin the hearts of men - Lk 17:20-21
c. Itsoutward manifestation today isthe Lord's church - Mt 16:18-19
d. Thisruleor kingdom wasinaugurated on at Pentecost - cf. Ac 2:36
2. Inthefuture sense...
a. Theruleor kingdom will be culminated with the coming of the Lord - 1 Co 15:22-26
b. It will beaheavenly and everlasting kingdom -2 Ti 4:18; 2 Pe 1:11
c. Enjoyed only by those submitting to God’ swill today! - cf. Mt 7:21-23
d. Inwhich they shdl reign with God and Chrig forever! - Re 22:1-5
-- Thekingdom of God relatesto therule of God in the person of Jesus Christ, with
manifestations and blessings of thisrule both present and in the future

[In our text (Ga 5:21), Paul evidently has the future blessings of the kingdom in mind. Heis concerned
that the Galatians will indeed inherit the kingdom. Do you have asmilar concern? If so, consder...]

II. INHERITING THE FUTURE KINGDOM

A.

D.

WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN...

1. Otherwise we cannot see the kingdom of God - Jn 3:3

2. Wemust be born of water and Spirit - Jn 3:5; cf. Ti 3:5

-- A referenceto baptism, in which oneisborn of both water and the Spirit - cf. Mt
28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:36-38

WE MUST BE WASHED, SANCTIFIED, AND JUSTIFIED...

1. The unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God - 1 Co 6:9-10

2. Yet the unrighteous can be washed, sanctified, and judtified - 1 Co 6:11

-- Another referenceto baptism, in which our sinsarewashed away, and we arethus
set apart, and declared not guilty for our sins- cf. Ac 22:16; Co 2:12-13; 1 Pe 3:21

WE MUST PUT ASIDE THE WORKSOF THE FLESH...

1. Such asfornication, uncleanness, covetousness - Ep 5:3-7; Ga 5:19-21

2. Wemust put them to death, put them off, put on the new man - Co 3:5-8

-- Inther place we must put on Chrigt-like qualities- Co 3:9-17; Ga 5:22-23

WE MUST DO THE FATHER'SWILL...
1. Itisnot enough to Smply confessthelLord - Mt 7:21
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2. Itisnot enough to do thingsin the name of the Lord - Mt 7:22-23
--  Wemugt have actually done the Father’swill! - Mt 7:21

CONCLUSION

1. Remember that the kingdom of God is both present and future...
a. Thefuture manifestation and blessngs will be experienced when Christ comes again
b. Toinherit that kingdom, we must submit to Hisrule in our livesin the present

2. Haveyou enter ed the kingdom of God inits present sense...?
a. By being born again of water and the Spirit?
b. By being washed, sanctified, and justified?

3. Will you inherit the kingdom of God in its future sense...?
a. By putting asde the works of the flesh?
b. By submitting to the Father’ swill in Chrigt?

Paul found it needful to warn his brethren time and again (Ga 5:21). May our hearts be receptive to
such warnings, and be determined to let the will of God reign fregly in our lives...
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The Fruit Of The Spirit - |
Galatians 5:22-23

INTRODUCTION

1. InGdatians, Paul warned regarding the works of the flesh...
a. They can destroy the liberty we enjoy in Chrigt - Ga 5:13-15
b. They prevent usfrom following the Spirit and doing the thingswe wish - Ga 5:16-17
c. They keep usfrom inheriting the kingdom of God - Ga 5:21

2. Headso wrote concerning those led by the Spirit...
a. They are not under the law (in particular, the Law of Moses) - Ga 5:18
b. They produce fruit againgt which thereis no law (i.e., no condemnation) - Ga 5:22-23

[Having examined the works of the flesh in previous lessons, let’s now turn our atention the fruit of the
Spirit (Ga 5:22-23). When we wak by the Spirit ingtead of indulging the flesh, whét fruit doesthe
Spirit producein our lives...?]

|. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISLOVE

A. THE LOVE THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...
1. Grk., agape - that love which seeks only the highest good of others
Isthe love of God poured into our hearts- Ro 5:5
Which engenders a deeper love for God as our Father - Ro 8:14-15; Ga 4:6
A lovein Chrigt which “surpasses knowledge’ - Ep 3:16-19
And should produce love for one another - 1 Jn 4:10-11,16,21
-- Those*“led by the Spirit” will produce the fruit of LOVE in their lives

a s owdN

B. LOVEINTHE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...

Wearetowadk inlove-Ep 5:1-2

We are to love one another fervently - 1 Pe 1:22

Loveisto be the “tiethat binds’ the “garment” the Chrigtianisto put on - Co 3:12-14
It isto be the “universd mative” for dl that we do - 1 Co 16:14

It isto prevent our Chrigtian liberty from turning into destructive selfishness - Ga 5:13
-- Do we manifest that we“walk by the Spirit” in regardsto our LOVE?

g s wbdpE

[When the love which the Spirit produces is a dominant presence in our lives, it isonly naturd that it be
accompanied by joy...]

II. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISJOY

A. THE JOY THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...
1. Grk., chara - joy, gladness (T hayer), ddight (Vine)
2. Isintegrd to the kingdom of God - Ro 14:17
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Isagift from God, closdly related to our faith and hope - Ro 15:13
Isablessing to sustain usin times of persecution-1Th 1:6

Can be described as ‘inexpressible and full of glory” - 1 Pe 1:6-8

-- Those*“led by the Spirit” will producethefruit of JOY in their lives

ok w

B. JOY INTHE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...
1. Should be a congtant presencein our lives- Ph 4:4
2. Finding joy in our asocigtion together - Phe 1:7,20; 1 Th 2:19-20
3. Finding joy evenin difficult circumstances - Ja 1:2-4
4. Especidly when suffering for Christ - 1 Pe 4:13
-- Do we manifest that we “walk by the Spirit” in regardsto our JOY?

[Wadkingin love, experiencing joy, it is undersandable that those led by the Spirit would adso have
peace...]

[II.THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISPEACE

A. THE PEACE THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...
1. Grk., ereine- “peace between individuds, i.e., harmony, concord” - Thayer
2. Istheresut of those sat their minds on the things of the Spirit - Ro 8:5-6
3. Isdsointegrd to the kingdom of God - Ro 14:17
4. Isdsoagift from God, closdly related to our faith and hope - Ro 15:13
-- Those*“led by the Spirit” will produce the fruit of PEACE in their lives

B. PEACE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...
1. Involves peace with God, when judtified by faith- Ro 5:1
2. Involves peace with man, made possible by Jesus' death - Ep 2:11-19
3. Involves peace within sdlf, received from God through prayer - Ph 4:6-7
-- Do we manifest that we “walk by the Spirit” in regardsto our PEACE?

CONCLUSION

1. What a contrast between the Spirit and the flesh...!
a. Those who walk by the Spirit experience love, joy, and peace
b. Thosewho indulge lugts of the flesh experience hatr ed, jealousies, and outbur sts of wrath

2. Which would you rather have...?
a. A lifeinfused with love, joy, and peace, by the Spirit of Almighty God?
b. A lifeinflicted by hatred, jedlousies, and outbursts of wrath, due to fleshly lusts?

By the grace of God, al who have been born again of water and the Spirit, and are willing to wak in the
Spirit can experience this wonderful love, joy, and peace (with even more, aswe ll seein our next two
lessons). How about you...?
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The Fruit Of The Spirit - 11
Galatians 5:22-23

1. Indiscussng “thefruit of the Spirit”, the nine graces are often divided into three groups...:
a. Those graceswhich turnson€ sthought toward God...

1) Love(for loveisof God)

2) Joy (for wergoicein the Lord)

3) Peace (for from God comes the peace that surpasses understanding)

Thosethat directsour attention to our fellowman...

4) Longauffering

5) Kindness

6) Goodness

Those which refer more directly to onesdlf...

7) Fathfulness

8) Gentleness (meekness)

9) Sdf-control

2. Our previous study focused on thefirst triad of graces...
a. Love - active good will, toward God and man
b. Joy - gladness, ddight, which isinexpressible and full of glory
c. Peace - harmony, concord, that surpasses understanding

[We now turn our attention to the second triplet of graces: longsuffering, kindness, and goodness...]

IV.THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISLONGSUFFERING

A.

THE LONGSUFFERING THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...

1.

Grk., makrothumia (‘patience’ in the NASB)

a. Literdly, it meansbeing “long-tempered” (the opposite of short-tempered)

b. “patience, forbearance, longsuffering, downess in avenging wrongs’ - Thayer

“Longsuffering isthat quality of sef-restraint in the face of provocation which does not

hadtily retdiate or promptly punish. It isthe opposite of anger and is associated with mercy,

and isused of God.” - Vine

The purpose of God's longsuffering - cf. 2 Pe 3:7-9

a. That we might have savation! - 2 Pe 3:15

b. That we might be led to repentance! - Ro 2:4

c. That those who fear Him and keep His commandments might delight in His
lovingkindness, even though they have snned - cf. Psa 103:8-18

Those“led by the Spirit” will produce the fruit of LONGSUFFERING in their lives

LONGSUFFERING IN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...

1.
2.
3.

Necessary if we desire God to be longsuffering toward us - ¢f. Mt 18:32-35
Necessary to maintain the unity of the Spirit - Ep 4:1-3
Necessary for preachers and teachers of the gospel - 2 Ti 2:24-26; 3:10; 4:2
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Devedoped through love and prayer - cf. 1 Co 13:4-8a; Co 1:9-11
Do we manifest that we “walk by the Spirit” in regardsto LONGSUFFERING?

[When one possesses the quaity of longsuffering, kindness naturdly follows...]

V. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISKINDNESS

A. THE KINDNESSTHE SPIRIT PRODUCES...

1.

Grk., chrestotes - thisword describes “the sympathetic kindliness or sweetness of temper

which puts others a their ease, and shrinks from giving pain” - Plummer

a. It therefore describes a quality that makes other people fed at ease when with you

b. They know you will bekind, or gentle

In the Septuagint, it is used of God more than anyone else

a. Whereit is often trandated as ‘good’ - cf. Psa 106:1; 145:9

b. Referring not to God' s mora goodness, but rather to His kindness, expressed in His
mercy

In the New Testament, we read of the kindness of God

a Innature, even to ungrateful and evil men - Lk 6:35; cf. Mt 5:45

b. Inthegiving of His Son, in whom we have sdvation - Ti 3:4-7

c. Evenintheagestocome-Ep 2:7

Those*led by the Spirit” will produce the fruit of KINDNESSn their lives

B. KINDNESSIN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...

1.
2.
3.

Is part of the Chrigtian “garment” we are to put on - cf. Co 3:12

Should characterize our treatment of one another - Ep 4:31-32

Do we act with kindness toward others?

a. Sothat othersare“at ease” in our presence?

b. Sothat othersfed they can draw closeto us?

Or do we with sharp words, cold shoulders, or arrogant condescension discourage others
from feding comfortable around us?

Do we manifest that we “walk by the Spirit” in regardsto KINDNESS?

[Putting the spirit of kindness into action isthe qudity of goodness...]

VI.THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS GOODNESS

A. THE GOODNESSTHE SPIRIT PRODUCES...

1.

2.

Grk., agathosune - active goodness, benevolent - Complete WordStudy Dictionary
a. “ltismorethan chrestotes, gentleness, kindness, amellowing of character.” - ibid.
b. “Itischaracter energized, expressng itsdf in agathon, benevolence, active good.”
- ibid.
Barnabas was agood man - Ac 11:24
a. Hewas happy to see the progress of others; i.e., he was not envious- Ac 11:23
b. Hewasan encourager of others- Ac 11:23
c. Hewaslibera with his good words, which is how he got hisname - cf. Ac 4:36
d. Hewas generouswith his possessons - cf. Ac 4:32-37
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3. Dorcas was agood woman - Ac 9:36
a. Shewas“full of good works and charitable deeds’
b. Evenin her death, her goodness was being fdt - cf. Ac 9:39
-- Those“led by the Spirit” will produce the fruit of GOODNESS in their lives

B. GOODNESSIN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...
1. Thoseled by the Spirit of God will produce the qudlity of “goodness’ - cf. Ep 5:8-9
2. We have been created in Chrigt for this very purpose! - Ep 2:10
3. We should do good unto al men, especidly ther brethren - Ga 6:10
4. The Scriptures furnish us completely for thistask - 2 Ti 3:16-17
-- Do we manifest that we “walk by the Spirit” in regardsto GOODNESS?

CONCLUSION

1. Agan we note the contrast between the Spirit and the flesh...
a. Thosewho walk by the Spirit experience longsuffering, kindness, and goodness
b. Those who indulge fleshly lusts experience contentions, envy, and sdlfish ambitions

2. Which would you rather have...?
a. A lifedeveloping longsuffering, kindness, and goodness, with the hep of the Holy Spirit?
b. A lifedevastated by contentions, envy, and selfish ambitions, due to your own fleshly lusts?

In the words of Paul (Ga 5:16): “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust
of theflesh.” Areyou walking in the Spirit, lowing Him to produce His fruit in your life...?
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The Fruit Of The Spirit - 111
Galatians 5:22-23

INTRODUCTION

1. Thisisour third and find sudy on “ The Fruit Of The Spirit”...
a. Fruit born by those who wak in the Spirit, who are led by the Spirit
b. Asopposed to those who succumb to their carnal lusts, producing the works of the flesh

2. Our firg study on the fruit of the Spirit focused on the first triad of graces...
a. Love - active good will, toward God and man, that passes knowledge
b. Joy - gladness, ddight, which isinexpressible and full of glory
c. Peace - harmony, concord, that surpasses understanding

3. Our second study examined the second triad of graces...
a. Longsuffering - patience, sdlf-restraint in the face of provocation
b. Kindness - sweetness of temper that places others at ease, born of mercy
c. Goodness - benevolence, kindnessin action

[Thethird triad of gracesinclude faithfulness, gentleness (meekness, KJV), and self-control. Thus
we note that...]

VIlI. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISFAITHFULNESS

A. THE FAITHFULNESS THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...
1. Grk., pistis - often used inthe NT of aconviction or belief in respect to God and Christ
2. Butit dsoisused to describe the qudity of “ fiddlity, faithfulness”
a. “thecharacter of onewho can berdied on...” - Thayer
b. “fathful, to be trusted, relidble...” - Vine
c. William Baday cdlsit “the virtue of rdiability”
3. Thisvirtue, unfortunady, is not too common...
a. While many may dam it, the wise man declared it hard to find - Pro 20:6
b. ThePsamist decried the lack of “fathfulness’ in his day, describing a condition that
sounds much like our Stuation today - Psa 12:1-2
-- Those*“led by the Spirit” will producethefruit of FAITHFULNESS n their lives

B. FAITHFULNESSIN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...
1. Fathfulnessisessentid for those who would receive the crown of life- Re 2:10
2. Some areasin which we need faithfulness
a. Theuseof our ‘taents (i.e, abilities, opportunities) - Mt 25:21,24-26
b. Our dutiesto the church (e.g., its assemblies) - He 10:24-25
c. Our duties as parents, spouses, children - Ep 6:4; Ti 2:3-5; Ep 5:22-23; 6:1-3
3. Those who are faithful will be blessed by the Lord - Psa 31:23; Pro 28:20
-- Do we manifest that we“walk by the Spirit” in regardsto FAITHFULNESS?
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[Next we observe that...]

VIII. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISGENTLENESS

A. THE GENTLENESS (MEEKNESS, KJV) THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...

1.
2.

4,

Grk., prautes - gentleness; by implication humility: - meekness - Strong

“the ability to bear reproaches and dights with moderation, and not to embark on revenge
quickly, and not to be easily provoked to anger, but to be free from bitterness and
contentiousness, having tranquillity and gability in the spirit.” - Aristotle, On Virtues And
Vices

Gentleness (or meekness), then, isthat virtuous quaity by which “we treet dl men with
perfect courtesy, that we can rebuke without rancor, that we can argue without intolerance,
that we can face the truth without resentment, that we can be angry and sin not, that we can
be gentle and yet not weak.” - Bar clay

A virtue displayed by both Moses and Jesus - Num 12:3; Mt 11:28-30

Those“led by the Spirit” will producethefruit of GENTLENESSn their lives

B. GENTLENESSIN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...

ok wnNE

We are to receive the Word of God with meekness (prautes) - Ja 1:21

We must gpproach brethren in error with a spirit of gentleness (prautes) - Ga 6:1

We must correct those in opposition with humility (prautes) - 2 Ti 2:24-25

We are to answer inquiries concerning our hope with meekness (prautes) - 1 Pe 3:15
Meekness (prautes) is necessary for the Christian man who would be wise - cf. Ja 3:13-18
Meekness (prautes) is necessary for the Christian woman who would be preciousin the
sght of God - 1 Pe 3:1-6

Do we manifest that we “walk by the Spirit” in regardsto GENTLENESS?

[Findly, we congder that virtue which is most needed in deding with fleshly lugts...]

IX. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT ISSELF-CONTROL

A. THE SELF-CONTROL THE SPIRIT PRODUCES...

1.

2.

3.

Gr., egkrateia - it comes from theword “ kratos” (strength), and means *one holding
himsdf in” - Robertson

Thayer definesit as. “the virtue of one who masters his desires and passions, epecidly his
sensud appetites’

M acK night adds the thought: “Where this virtue subssts, temptation can have little
influence”

Those “led by the Spirit” will produce thefruit of SELF-CONTROL in their lives

B. SELF-CONTROL IN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN...

1.

2.
3.

Thisvirtue is necessary to overcoming the “works of the flesh’” (such asfornication and
outbursts of wrath) - cf. Ga 5:19-20

The indwdling Sairit is given to the Chridian to aid usin thisregard - cf. Ro 8:11-14
The Spirit’'s aid comes in response to asking for it in prayer - cf. Ep 3:16,20
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4. We mug be willing to stand strong in the power of God's might - cf. Ep 6:12-18
-- Do we manifest that we“walk by the Spirit” in regardsto SELF-CONTROL?

CONCLUSION

1.

In brief, thethird triad of graces produced by the Spirit in the life of the Chrigtian are...

a. Faithfulness - the virtue of reiability, the character of one who can be depended upon
b. Gentleness - kind treatment of others, born of humility

c. Sdf-control - the ability to hold onesdlf in, mastering desires and passons

Previoudy we noted the following contrasts between the Spirit and the flesh...

a.  Those who walk by the Spirit experience love, joy, and peace

b. Thosewho indulge lugts of the flesh experience hatr ed, jealousies, and outbur sts of wrath
c. Thosewho walk by the Spirit experience longsuffering, kindness, and goodness

d. Thosewho indulge fleshly lusts experience contentions, envy, and selfish ambitions

Once more we note the contrast between the Spirit and the flesh...
a. Thosewho walk by the Spirit experience faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
b. Those who indulge fleshly lusts experience j eal ousies, contentions, and immor ality

Previoudy we asked: Which would you rather have...?

a. A lifeinfused with love, joy, and peace, by the Spirit of Almighty God?

b. A lifeinflicted by hatred, jedlousies, and outbursts of wrath, due to fleshly lusts?

c. A lifedeveloping longsuffering, kindness, and goodness, with the hep of the Holy Spirit?

d. Alifedevastated by contentions, envy, and sdlfish ambitions, due to your own fleshly lusts?

So again we ask: Which would you rather have...?
a. A lifeexuding fathfulness, gentleness, and sdf-control, with the aid of the Spirit?
b. A lifeexhausted by jedouses, contentions, and immordity, due to your own fleshly lusts?

Jesus gives us a choice. Through His blood He can cleanse us of an; through the Spirit He can
empower usto live holy and righteouslives. Are we willing to accept His gracious choice...?

“| say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”
- Ga5:16
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Those Who Belong To Christ
Galatians 5:24-26

INTRODUCTION

1. Inprevious studies we have noted Paul contrasting the flesh and the Spirit...
a. How theworks of the flesh:
1) Oppose the Spirit - Ga 5:16-17
2) Prevents one from inheriting the kingdom - Ga 5:19-21
b. How waking in the Spirit:
1) Hepsoneto not fulfill the lust of the flesh - Ga 5: 16
2) Produces the fruit of the Spirit in one' slife - Ga 5:22-23
3) Freesone from the condemnation of any law - Ga 5:18,23c

2. Insummarizing his discourse on the flesh and the Spirit, Paul reminds us of whet is true of those who
belong to Chridt...
a. They have crucified the flesh with its passon and desires - Ga 5:24
b. They liveinthe Spirit - Ga 5:25a
c. They should therefore walk in the Spirit, not in conceit, provoking and envying one another
- Ga 5:25b-26

[This passage (Ga 5: 24-26) aludes to much that is revealed esewhere asto what it meansto be a
Chrigian, adisciple of Christ. For example, those who truly belong to Chrigt are those who...]

. HAVE CRUCIFIED THE FLESH

A. INPRINCIPLE...
1. When we died with Chrigt in baptism - Ro 6:3-6
2. Sothat now Chrigt livesin us, and we live by faith - Ga 2:20
-- Haveyou crucified theflesh in *principle’, through baptism?

B. INPRACTICE...
1. Aswe seek to put off the old man, and put on the new - Co 3:5-14
2. Asweweretaught by Christ - Ep 4:20-24
-- Areyou crucifying theflesh in *practice, by living a holy life?

[Crucifying the flesh in both principle and practice cannot be done without divine help. And so those
who truly belong to Christ are those blessed to...]

II. LIVEIN THE SPIRIT

A. INTHE BEGINNING...
1. Itisthe Spirit who giveslife-Jn 6:63; 2 Co 3.6
2. Which He does in the washing of regeneration (i.e., baptism) - Ti 3:5

Sermons From Galatians 84



Mark A. Copeland

3. Sothat we are truly born again of both water and the Spirit - Jn 3:5
-- Haveyou been made alive in the Spirit, through baptism?

B. INTHE PRESENT...
1. By virtueof Hisindwdling - Ro 8:11; cf. 1 Co 6:19
2. Who empowers us to put to death the deeds of the body - Ro 8:12-13; cf. Ep 3:16
-- Areyou living in the Spirit, by utilizing His strength?

[Because we live in the Spirit, there is greet potentid for spiritua growth. But that growth is not
automatic. We can be guilty of grieving the Spirit (cf. Ep 4:30). Thus those who belong to Christ...]

[11.SHOULD WALK INTHE SPIRIT

A. NOT CONCEITED...
1. Manifested by sdlfish ambitions, contrary to the mind of Chrigt - cf. Ph 2:3-5
2. Manifesting instead lowliness of mind that leads to gentleness (meekness) - cf. Ga 5:23
-- Areyou walking in the Spirit, free from conceit?

B. NOT PROVOKING...
1. Manifested by conduct such asimmordity, outbursts of wrath - cf. Ga 5:19-20
2. Manifesting ingtead joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness - Ga 5:22-23
-- Areyou walking in the Spirit, free from provoking others?

C. NOT ENVYING...
1. Manifested by hatred, jedlousies - cf. Ga 5:20-21
2. Manifesting insteed love that does not envy, thinks no evil - cf. 1 Co 13:4-8a
-- Areyou walking in the Spirit, free from envy?

CONCLUSION

1. Thosewho belong to Christ are they who...
a. Cruafy theflesh in both principle and practice
b. Liveinthe Sairit from their baptiam to the present
c. Should wak in the Spirit, producing the fruit of the Spirit

2. Dowetruly belong to Chrigt...?
a. It beginswith bagptism into Chrigt - Ga 3:27
b. It continues with alife of faith - Ga 2:20
c. It produces awhole new person - Ga 6:15

Suchisthelifethat Chrig offers made dive in the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, bearing fruit of the Spirit.
Isthis not the life you want...? - cf. Jn 10:10
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Bearing Burdens
Galatians 6:1-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Judtification by faith in Chrigt provides wonderful blessings...
a. Weenjoy true liberty, freedom from the yoke of bondage - Ga 5:1
b. Welivein the Spirit, producing the fruit of the Spirit as we wak in the Spirit - Ga 5:16-26

2. But such blessngs do not come without responsibilities...
a. Thereare burdensto bear
b. Thereisgood to be done
[In Galatians 6, Paul expounds on our respongbilities, beginning with “ Bearing Burdens’...]

|. WE ARE TO BEAR ONE ANOTHER’'SBURDENS (1-2)

A. THEDUTY OF THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL...
1. Who are producing the fruit of the Spirit
a. That fruit ddineated in the previous chapter - Ga 5:22-23
b. Which fruit (e.g., love, longsuffering, kindness) prepares one to be of service
2. Fufilling the law of Chrigt
a. Perhapsdluding to that ‘ new commandment’ to love one another - cf. Jn 13:34
b. What Jesus described as ‘My commandment - Jn 15:12
3. Beaing with the infirmities of the wesk
a. Theduty of those who are strong - Ro 15:1-2
b. Following the example of Jesus- R0 15:3; ¢f. 1 Th 5:14
-- Thespiritually strong areto bear with the burdens of the weak

B. TO RESTORE THOSE OVERTAKEN...
1. Those overtaken by their Sins
a. Refering to cases of surprise, or of sudden temptation - Bar nes
b. Not goneinto sn asaresult of snful premeditation, but surprised by it - B.W. Johnson
2. Restoring them in a spirit of gentleness
a. Intheexercise of that grace which isagift and fruit of the Spirit of God - Gill
b. AsPaul charged Timothy - 2 Ti 2:24-26
3. Conddering one' s own potentia for temptation
a. Awaretha we dl sumblein many things-Ja 3:2
b. Remembering that we too can eeslly fal - 1 Co 10:12
-- Thegpiritually strong areto gracioudy restoretheir weak brethren - cf. Ja 5:19-20

C. AREWE WILLING TO BEAR ONE ANOTHER’'SBURDENS...?
1. It beginswith getting to know one another
a. Enough to knowwhen oneis overtaken in afault
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b. Enoughto care when oneisovertaken in afault

2. Thisisone reason we should atend every assembly of the church when possible
a. It provides away to become better acquainted with one another
b. It provides away to know when something may be wrong with a brother

-- Arewewilling to care enough to share one another’ s burdens? - cf. He 10:24-25

[“Bearing Burdens’ isnat limited to the spiritudly strong. Enjoined upon dl Chrigiansis this duty...]

II. WE ARE TO BEAR OUR OWN BURDENS (3-5)

A.

C.

THE DUTY OF ALL WHO FOLLOW CHRIST...
1. Otherwise we are nothing, no matter what we think
a. Thereisthetemptation to think higher of oursdves than we ought - Ro 12:3
b. Yet wecan easly deceive oursdlves - eg., Ja 1:22
2. Only then can we rgoice in oursaves, and not in another
a. Sometrud in being part of agroup, without redlly contributing to the work
b. But wewill bejudged asindividuds, not asagroup - Ro 14:12; 2 Co 5:10
-- Arewewilling to bear our own load, or do we expect othersto carry us?

TO BEAR ONE'SOWN LOAD...
1. By fird examining ourselves
a.  Starting with the fundamentas. arewe even in Chrig?- cf. 2 Co 13:5
b. Then examining our lives weekly, as we observe the Supper - ¢f. 1 Co 11:28
2. And then carrying our own load
a. Doing our part as members; in kindness, with faithfulness - Ep 4:16; Ga 5:22-23
b. Understanding that we are needed just as much as anyone dlse- 1 Co 12:15-20
-- Do we handicap the body of Christ by failing to do our part?

ARE WE WILLING TO BEAR OUR OWN LOAD...?
1. It beginswith accepting persond responsibility for our own spiritua growth
a. Willingto learn what the Lord would have me know
b. Willing to do what the Lord would have me do
2. Thisisanother reason we should atend every assembly of the church when possible
a. It provides many opportunitiesto learn the Lord s will
b. It provides many opportunitiesto do what the Lord desires
-- Arewewilling to do our fair sharein bearing our own load? - cf. Ep 4:16

CONCLUSION

1. TheLord saved us that we might be zealous for good works... - Ti 2:14

a
b.

Redeeming us from every lawless deed
Purifying for Himsdf His specid people

2. Arewe not willing to accept the work of the Lord with zedl...?

a
b.

To bear one another’ s burden, out of love for one another?
To bear our own burden, out of love for the Lord?
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Sharing And Doing Good
Galatians 6:6,10

INTRODUCTION

1. Youwill recdl that the fruit of the Spirit (Ga 5:22-23) includes...
a. Loveand kindness
b. Goodness and gentleness

2. Wesaw in our previous study (Ga 6:1-5) that such graces enable usto...
a. Restore those overtaken in afault
b. Doing so with a spirit of gentleness
c. Thusbearing one another’ s burdens, fulfilling the law of Christ

[Bearing the burdens of others extends beyond meeting their spiritua needs. Aswe continue in
Galatians 6, we find that it also includes addressng physica needs. In ver se 6, Paul enjoins usto.. |

. SHAREWITH THOSE WHO TEACH (6)

A. SHARING IN FINANCIAL SUPPORT...
1. Thisisthe most common understanding of this passage
2. Those who teach and preach may be supported for their work
a. Astaught by Jesus- Lk 10:7
b. Asexplained by Paul -1 Co 9:3-11,14; 1 Ti 5:17-18
c. Aspracticed by various churches-2 Co 11:8-9
d. Ascommended by John -3 Jn 5-8
3. We should not heditate to support those worthy
a. Those near and far, asthe Philippians did for Paul - Ph 4:15-16
b. Both now and in the future, as the Philippians did for Paul - Ph 1:3-5; 4:14,18
-- Whether asindividualsor as a congregation, we can support those who teach

B. SHARING IN SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS...

1. Thisisanother understanding of this passage

2. Those who preach share spiritua blessngs
a. Jus asthose from Jerusdem shared spiritud things with the Gentiles - Ro 15:26-27
b. Just asPaul share piritua blessngs with the Corinthians- 1 Co 9:11

3. We should make sure that we share in those blessings
a. By full paticipation in the gospd of Chrig - eg., 1 Co 15:1-2
b. By agpplication of itstruths and principlesto our lives- eg., Ja 1:21; 1 Pe 2:1-3

-- Certainly we should sharefully in the blessings of the Word that istaught us

[1t matters little whether Paul meant supporting preachers or participating in what they taught. Both are
true, and worthy of our consderation. Saving ver ses 7-9 for alater sudy, let’sgo onto ver se 10...]
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II. DO GOOD TO ALL MEN (10)

A. TOALL MEN...

1.

We have a duty to do good to all

a Tothoseinneed-cf.1Tim 6:17-18

b. Evenour enemies- cf. Lk 6:27-35

Aswe have the opportunity

a.  Opportunity is determined by circumstance and ability

b. The opportunity may be unforeseen - e.g., the good Samaritan, Lk 10:33

c. The opportunity may be sought out - cf. 1 Th 5:15; Ti 3:8; He 13:16
Today we have many opportunities

a. Inour neighborhood, and around the world

b. Made much easier through the Internet (e.g., Network For Good, AlertNet)
c. Thereare many charities through which we can do much good

Arewe being car eful to maintain good works, or have we been for getful ?

B. ESPECIALLY BRETHREN...

1.

We have aspecid duty to our brethren in Chrigt (“the household of faith”)

a. Forthey are our true family - cf. Mt 12:46-50

b. Kindnessto them iskindnessto Chrit - cf. Mt 25:34-40

c. Lovingthemisindicative of true converson - cf. 1 Jn 3:14-19

Aswe have the opportunity

a. Agan, opportunity is determined by circumstance and ability

b. We are given the opportunity weekly, based on &hility - cf. 1 Co 16:1-2; 2 Co 9:7
c. Which prepares us for future opportunities asthey arise - cf. 2 Co 9:5; Ro 15:25-26
Today we have many opportunities

a. To support preachers of the gospd, loca and foreign

b. To hdp needy Chridians, locd and foreign

c. Thelocd churchisdesgned to help brethren in need, with some limitation- 1 Ti 5:16
Arewe being car eful to remember the poor, especially our brethrenin Christ?

CONCLUSION

1. Certainly thereis more to doing good than meeting physica needs...
a. Theneedsof the spirit should also be met
b. Which iswhere the gospd of Christ excels
c. Whichisthe primary work of the church - to seek and save the lost

2. Ye Chrisianswho are materidly blessed can easily be forgetful...
a. Especidly when welivein a country with materid abundance
b. Whichiswhy Paul wrote Timothy to charge those who arerich, to be rich in good works
-1Ti 6:16-18
c. And note that doing good is one way that we sow to the Spirit, and lay up treasure in heaven!
-1Ti6:19; cf. Ga6:7-9; Lk 12:33; 18:22

Aswe therefore have the opportunity, let us be diligent to share and do good to dll....!
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We Reap What We Sow
Galatians 6:7-9

INTRODUCTION

1. While encouraging Chrigtians to share and do good, Paul reminds them of the principle of sowing
and regping... - Ga 6:7-9

2. Rdated to sowing and regping, M adame Chiang K ai-shek once wrote: “If the past has taught us
anything it isthat every cause brings its effect, every action has a consequence. We Chinese have a
saying: “If aman plants melons he will regp melons; if he sows beans, he will regp beans.” And this
istrue of everyon€e slife; good begets good, and evil leads to evil. True enough, the sun shineson
the saint and the sinner aike, and too often it seems that the wicked prosper. But we can say with
certainty that, with the individua as with the nation, the flourishing of the wicked isan illuson, for,
unceasingly, life keeps books on us dl. In the end, we are dl the sum tota of our actions. Character
cannot be counterfeited, nor can it put on and cast off asif it were a garment to meet the whim of
the moment. Like the markings on wood which areingrained in the very heart of the tree, character
requires time and nurturing for growth and development. Thus dso, day by day, we write our own
degtiny; for inexorably...we become what we do.”

[Theimplications of this principle (we regp what we sow) are important, worthy of our consideration...]

. IMPLICATIONSOF THE PRINCIPLE

A. WHAT WE ARE TODAY, ISDUE TO WHAT WE DID YESTERDAY ...
1. Our pogition, attitude, character, etc., isthe result of our actionsin the past
2. We cannot lay blame on heredity, environment, parents, society, €tc.
3. Such things influenced us only to the degree that we let them
4. We must accept responsibility for our actions, for God will demand it of us one day!
-cf.2Co05:10
-~ Truly, the present reveals much about our past!

B. WHAT WE ARE TOMORROW, WILL BE DUE TO WHAT WE DO TODAY ...
We can change, if we do not like what we are today! - cf. 2 Co 5:17

But such change comes dowly, not overnight - cf. Ro 12:1-2; 1 Pe 2:1-2

We must begin sowing today, if we want to regp tomorrow!

While true of everyone, especidly true for the young

a. They are making choices which will affect the rest of therr lived

b. They cannot “sow wild oats’ and not “regp the harvest”!

-- Just astrue, the present portends much about our future!

~AwbdpE

[And 0, “we become what we do.” Now let’s consder the principle as applied by Paul in our text...]

II. APPLICATIONS OF THE PRINCIPLE
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A. WE ARE GIVEN TWO OPTIONS...
1. Either we sow to the flesh - Ga 6:8a

a Thisentalsthe works of the flesh described earlier - cf. Ga 5:19-21
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b. Those who sow to the flesh regp corruption (sorrow, disease, damnation)

c. They will not inherit the kingdom of God! - Ga 5:21
d. They will instead experience the wrath of God! - Ep 5:5-7
2. Or we sow to the Spirit - Ga 6:8b
a. Thisentallswaking in the Spirit (see more below) - Ga 5:16-18

b. Those who sow to the Spirit regp everlasting life (abundant life, sdvation)

c. They will dso regp thefruit of the Spirit - cf. Ga 5:22-23
-- Wecan't do both (cf. Ga 5:16-17); so which will it be?

B. WE SHOULD SOW TO THE SPIRIT...
1. By doing good to dl, especidly brethren - cf. Ga 6:10

a. Thisisthe context of Paul’s remarks on sowing and regping - cf. dso 2 Co 9:6-7

Paul writes of regping everlagting life - Ga 6:8

Elsawhere he makes asmilar connection - ¢f. 1 Ti 6:17-19
Jesus makes asmilar connection on severd occasions

1) Inthesermon onthe Mount - cf. Lk 6:35

ooo

2) ToHisdistiples, following a parable on covetousness - cf. Lk 12:15,33-34

3) Totherich young ruler, who lacked onething - cf. Lk 18:22
2. By dharing in the good things taught in the Word - cf. Ga 6:6
a. Assomeunderstand Paul’s commentsin ver se 6
b. Evenif not Paul’s origind intent, the principle certainly remains true
c. Wecan o sharein two ways.
1) Obedienceto the gospd, of course- cf. He 5:9; Mk 16:16
2) Growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ - cf. 2 Pe 3:18
d. Doing so will one day regp awonderful harvest! - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-11

-- Wesow to the Spirit (and lay up treasurein heaven) aswe do good to all!

C. WE SHOULD NOT GROW WEARY ...
1. Thereisthe need for patience and perseverance - Ga 6:9
2. Theldborisnotinvan-1Co 15:58

3. Thereagping will come at the proper time (the coming of the Lord) - cf. Ja5:7

4. Weshdl regp if we don't lose heart and give up
-- Learn from thefarmer...have faith like a farmer!

CONCLUSION

1. Our character today may not be what it should be, but it can change

2. We have but two choices, which shdl it be...
a.  Sow to the Spirit, and regp eternd life?
b. Sow to the flesh, and resp corruption?

Eternd life awaits those who are willing to sow to the Spirit by patiently doing good...

-cf.Ro2:7
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Two Very Different Boasts
Galatians 6:11-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhisepigtleto the churches of Gaatia, the gpostle Paull...
a. Defends his apostleship (chapters 1-2)
b. Arguesvigoroudy that judtification is by faith in Chrigt (chapters 3-4)
c. Exhorts Chrigians to use their liberty to sow to the Spirit instead of the flesh (chapters 5-6)

2. Ashe condudes his epistle, Paul intermingles per sonal remar ks with final admonitions...
a. Wenote hisreference to the size of hisletters- Ga 6:11
1) Which some take to refer to his actua handwriting
2) While othersthink it refers the length of the epidtle
b. But of particular interest to meisthe contrast that Paul makes - Ga 6:11-16
1) A contrast between others and himsdlf
2) A contrast in what they took pride

[There is something to glean from these“ Two Very Different Boasts’, perhaps words of caution for
usto consder. We note firg that there was...]

|. BOASTING IN A SHOW OF THE FLESH

A. THISWASTHE BOAST OF SOME...

1. Such wasthe case of those who sought to compel circumcision

2. Ther motive was twofold - Ga 6:12-13
a. Toavoid persecution for the cross of Christ
b. Toboast in the flesh of the Gentiles

3. They wereinconsgtent - Ga 6:13
a.  Those who stressed circumcision did not keep the whole Law
b. Asmentioned earlier inthe epistle - Ga 2:11-14

-- They focused on externals, for the purpose of show

B. DO WE BOAST INA SHOW OF THE FLESH...?
1. By being overly concerned of what others see and think?
2. With agmilar twofold motive?

a

b.

To avoid ridicule in our sarvice for Christ?
To take pride in what impresses others?

3. How might we boast in a show of the flesh today? - cf. Mt 23:5-11

a

oPopoT

Through rdigious clothing (or costly clothing - ¢f. 1 Ti 2:9-10; 1 Pe 3:3-5)
Through religioustitles, or any title intended to impress others

Through building overly expengve, daborate churches

Through an emphasis on numbers (attendance, conversions)

Through showcasing celebritiesin evangdigtic efforts
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--  Might we be guilty of boasting in a show of the flesh, for the sake of popularity?
[In contrast to boagting in a show of the flesh, we note that Paul writes about...]

II. BOASTING IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST

A. THISWASTHE BOAST OF PAUL...

1. Inthecrucified Messiah - Ga 6:14
a. To some, the message of the cross was foolishness-1 Co 1:23
b. Paul made it the focus of hisminigry -1 Co 2:2
c. Hewas not ashamed of the gospd - Ro 1:16-17

2. Inhaving himsdf been crucified with Chrigt - Ga 6:14b
a. InChrigt he had been crucified to the world
b. Of which hewrote about earlier in this epistle - Ga 2:20a
c. Inwhich henow lived alife of faith in Jesus - Ga 2:20b

3. Changing his prioritiesin life - Ga 6:15-18
a. Circumcigon, once important to him, had become irrdlevant - cf. Ga 1:11-17
b. The new creation in Christ was what now mattered - cf. 2 Co 5:17; Ep 4:20-24
c. Blessng those with the same priorities (asking for understanding from them who had

troubled him) - Ga 6:16-18
-- Paul’sboast wasin the transforming power of Jesus Christ

B. DO WE BOAST IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST...?
1. Some prefer to boast in other things, which they should not - cf. Jer 9:23
a. Suchasther wisdom - cf. 1 Co 1:19-21; 3:19-20
b. Such astheir own strength - cf. Psa 33:16-19
c. Suchasthar ownwedth - cf. Psa 49:6-9; Lk 12:15-21
2. Our boast should bein Christ and God
a. Cetanly notinmen-cf. 1 Co 3:21-23
b. Butincoming to know God asHeredly is- cf. Jer 9:24
c. Andinwhat Christ doesfor us- cf. 1 Co 1:26-31
3. Prompting usto change our prioritiesin life
a.  Seeking firgt the kingdom of God - Mt 6:33
Seeking to glorify God with dl our hearts, for having saved us - cf. Psa 86:12-13
Seeking to glorify God with our bodies and spirits- 1 Co 6:19-20
Seeking to glorify God with good works - Mt 5:16; 1 Pe 2:11-12
e. Seeking to glorify God when we suffer for Christ - 1 Pe 4:16
-- Weboadt in Chrigt, by being what He created usfor in Christ - cf. Ep 2:8-10

ooo

CONCLUSION

1. Inwhat do we boast today...?
a. Might wefdl into the trgp of boagting in a show of the flesh?
b. Should we not rather boast in the cross of Christ?

2. Paul’sfind wordsinclude apleaand aprayer...
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a. A pleato no longer be troubled, perhaps by those who questioned his apostleship - Ga 6:17
b. A prayer bestowing grace, for those who read this epistle - Ga 6:18

Paul’s plea was answered along time ago, when he passed from this life to be with hisLord. His
prayer will be answered for dl those willing to give careful heed to things written in this epitie.

Will the grace of the Lord Jesus Chrigt be with our spiritstoday? Only if we stand fast in the liberty in
which Chrigt has made us free (Ga 5: 1), and sow to the Spirit instead of the flesh (Ga 6:8)...!
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