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Introduction To The Epistle

Colossians 1:1-2

INTRODUCTION

1. Some questionsto consider...
a. Do the heavenly bodies have any influence over our lives?
1) Themillionsof people who consult their horoscopes each day would say “Yes!”
2) IntheU.S, there are about 1750 newspapers, and 1220 of them carry astrological data
b. Isthere any rdationship between diet and spiritud living?
c. Does God spesk to usimmediately, in our minds, or only through His Word, the Bible?
d. Dothe“eagternreligions’ have something to offer those who are Chrigtians?

2. These questions sound very contemporary, dor't they?
a. Yetthey arethevery issues Paul dedt with in his epistle to the Colossans
b. For thisreason, we need thisimportant |etter today just as they needed it when Paul wrote it in
60 A. D.

[In Co 1:1-2, Paul addresses the brethren at Colosse. To help us appreciate more what we will study
later, let’ s consder some background information on this epistle...]

. THECITY OF COLOSSE

A. LOCATION...
1. 100 miles E of Ephesusin AsaMinor (consult map)
2. Vey closeto Hiergpolisand Laodicea- cf. Co 4:13,16

B. DISTINCTION...
1. Hiergpolis was aplace known for hedlth, pleasure, relaxation
2. Laodiceawas known for commercid trade and politics
3. Colosse, however, was smply asmall town

C. PEOPLE...
1. It wasapagan city, with astrong intermingling of Jews
2. In62B.C., there were 11,000 Jewish “freedmen’ in the tri-city area
3. Thishepsusto understand the nature of some of the problems that arose within the church
(problems of both pagan and Jewish origin)

II. THE CHURCH AT COLOSSE

A. ESTABLISHMENT...
1. We are not sure when the church began, for the scriptures do not say
2. ltislikey that Paul himsdf did not dart it
a. Hehad not seen them in person - Co 2:1
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b. Rather, he had amply heard of their faith- Co 1.4
3. Itispossblethat it was started by Epaphras
a. Fromwhat Paul writesin Co 1:4-8
b. Who evidently aso had some contact with thosein Hierapolis and Laodicea - Co 4:
12-13

B. MEMBERS...
1. Epaphras
a. Possbly the founder of the church (see above)
b. A native of Colosse-Co4:12
c. Destribed asaservant of Christ (Co 4:12), fervent in praying for others (Co 4:12), and
having greet zed for his brethren (Co 4:13)
d. A “fdlow-prisoner” with Paul a thistime - cf. Phile 23
2. Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus
a. By comparing Colossians and Philemon, we can conclude they were at Colosse
1) Concerning Archippus - cf. Co 4:17 with Phile 1-2
2) Concerning Onesimus - cf. Co 4.9 with Phile 10-17
3) Epaphras- cf. Co 4:12 with Phile 23
b. Itislikely that the church met in their home - cf. Phile 2
c. Many think they may have been members of the same family
1) Philemon, the father
2) Apphia, the mother
3) Archippus, the son
d. Itispossiblethat Archippus served asthe preacher at Colosse - cf. Co 4:17
3. Onesmus
a. Hewas Philemon s dave who had run away, found by Paul in Rome, and was
converted
b. Hewasbeing sent back to Philemon (cf. the epistle to Philemon), dong with the |etter to
the Colossans - Co 4:7-9

I1I.THE CRIS SAT COLOSSE

A. THE REPORT...
1. Epaphras had brought newsto Paul concerning the church at Colosse - Co 1:3-8
2. For the mogt part, it was very favorable - Co 1:3-4,8; 2:5
3. But from the content of the |etter, Paul must have aso been informed of atwofold “peril”
affecting the church

B. THE PERIL...
1. Therewasthe danger of their rlgpsing into paganism with itsimmordity (implied by
comments such as Co 3:5-11)
2. There wasthe danger of accepting what some call the* Colossian Her esy”
a.  Which denied the dl-sufficiency of Jesus Chrig...
1) For salvation
2) For overcoming the indulgences of the flesh
b. This*Colossian Heresy” involved...

Sermons From Colossians 4




Mark A. Copeland

1) Fase Philosophy, which denied the dl-sufficiency and preeminence of Jesus Chrigt
-cf.Co2.8

2) Judaigtic Ceremonidism, which attached specid significance to therite of
circumcision, food regulations, and observance of specia days - cf. Co 2:16-17

3) Angd Worship, which detracted from the uniqueness of Chrigt - cf. Co 2:18

4) Asceticism, which caled for harsh treatment of the body to control its lusts - cf. Co
2:20-23

c. The“Colossan Heresy”, then, was a syncretism, that is, a mixture of Jewish and pagan
eements

V. THE CORRESPONDENCE TO COLOSSE

A. THE PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE...

1. Towarn the brethren at Colosse
a Agang rdgpse-Co 1:21-23
b. Agang the“solution” being urged upon them by those who denied that Jesus was dll

they needed - Co 2:8-10

2. Todirect ther atention to Jesus Christ
a The“Beoved Son - Co 1:13
b. The"dl-auffident” and “preeminent” Savior - Co 1:14-18

B. THE THEME OF THE EPISTLE: “JesusChrist: The preeminent and all-sufficient
Savior” - Co 1:18

C. AN OUTLINE OF THE EPISTLE...
1. Doctrine: Chrigt's Preeminence Declar ed (Chapter One)
a. Inthegospe message (1:1-12)
b. Inredemption (1:13-14)
c. Increation (1:15-17)
d. Inthechurch (1:18-23)
e. InPaul’sown ministry (1:24-29)
2. Danger: Chrigt's Preeminence Defended (Chapter Two)
a. Beware of empty philosophies (2:1-10)
b. Beware of Judaistic ceremoniaism (2:11-17)
c. Beware of man-made disciplines (2:18-23)
3. Duty: Christ's Preeminence Demonstrated (Chapters Three and Four)
In persond purity (3:1-11)
In brotherly relations (3:12-17)
In the home (3:18-21)
In daily work (3:22-4:1)
In sharing the gospel (4:2-6)
In serving one another (4:7-18)

0 Qo0 o

CONCLUSION

1. Thevaue of thisletter to the Colossansisthat it increases our understanding and appreciation of
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Jesus Chrigt
2. Fromthisepidtle, we learn that He truly is*“the Way, the Truth, and the Life” - Jn 14.7

3. Once we understand that He isindeed the “preeminent” and “dl-sufficient” Savior and live our lives
accordingly...
a. Wewill livevictorious lives as Christiand
b. Wewill assure that we do not relgpse, nor be carried away by fase religions and philosophies
of men

Future lessons in this series on Colossians will expand upon this theme, but for the time being, have you
accepted and obeyed Jesus Christ as your al-sufficient savior?

Note: The basic outline for thisintroduction was adapted heavily from The Bible Exposition
Commentary, Volume 2, by Warren W. Wiersbe, pages 102-105.
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The Church At Colosse

Colossians 1:3-8

INTRODUCTION

1. After introducing himsalf and greeting the brethren in verses 1-2, Paul expresses thanksgiving to
God concerning some things about the church at Colosse (read 3-8)

2. Aswe congder what Paul wrote, we learn some encouraging things about the church at Colosse
which are worthy of our emulation as a congregation of Chrigtians

[For example, notice that as a church...]

I. THEY WERE KNOWN FOR THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS (1:4)

A. WHAT A WONDERFUL REPUTATION TO HAVE...!
1. Some churches are known for:
a. Beng“dead onthevine’
b. Beang “lukewarm’ (cf. the Laodiceans, Re 3:15)
2. But hereisachurch so strong in itsfaith in Jesus, that word had made its way to Paul
3. Inthis, they were like the church a Thessdlonica-1 Th 1:2-3, 6-10; 2 Th 1:3

B. WHY DID THEY HAVE SUCH A REPUTATION...?
1. Becausethey redly trusted in Jesus Chrigt (“trust” is akey dement in the matter of faith)
2. Becausether fathwasa“ steadfast” one- Co 2:5
a. They were not fathful one day, then unfaithful the next
b. Through “thick and thin”, they maintained their faith in Jesus and did His will!

C. WHAT KIND OF REPUTATION DO WE HAVE...?
1. Every church has one, whether it be good, mediocre, or bad
2. Wouldn't it be wonderful if others could say of us, “We have heard of your faith in Jesus
Chrigt”?
3. If weremain seadfadt in our faith, in time they will!

[Notice dso that as a church...]

Il. THEY WERE KNOWN FOR THEIR LOVE FOR ALL THE SAINTS (1:4)

A. THEIR GOOD REPUTATION INCLUDED LOVE ASWELL ASFAITH...!
1. Toward Jesus, they showed faith; toward their brethren, they demonstrated love!
2. Not only love for each other, but love for ALL the saints, including those in other places
3. Agan, inthisthey were like the church a Thessdonica- 1 Th 4:9-10

B. IFWE DESIRE A SMILAR REPUTATION, WHAT CAN WE DO...?
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1. Wecan bediligent in our love for one another, making efforts to become better acquainted
and to serve one another

2. We can demondtrate our love for all the brethren, by taking advantage of meetings and
sngings to be together

3. Wecanask theLordto help usincreaseinthis- cf. 1 Th 3:12

4. We can urge each other to increasein thisvirtue - ¢f. 1 Th 4:9-10

[A truly strong faith in Jesus and love for the brethren is such ararity in many churches, that any church
which excdsin these virtues will soon be known for such! But as we continue in our examination of our
text, we notice also that at the church at Colosse..]

I1l.THE GOSPEL WASBRINGING FORTH FRUIT AMONG THEM (1:5-6)

A. THE GOSPEL, WHICH SPEAKSOF THE HOPE LAID UP IN HEAVEN, HAD
PRODUCED FRUIT IN THEIR LIVES...
1. Notonly inther lives, but throughout the whole world (1:6) - cf. 1:23
2. We have seen the kind of fruit being born by the gospd:
a FathinJesus
b. Lovefor the brethren
3. Inbearing such fruit, they proved that they were truly disciples of Jesud -Jn 15:8

B. WHAT WASTHE KEY TO BEARING SUCH FRUIT...?
1. Noticethat they had been bearing fruit “since the day you heard and knew the grace of God
intruth” (1:6)
2. By knowing (undergtanding, NAYS) the grace of God, they were properly motivated to bear
fruit
3. Soitistoday, those who truly understand the grace of God will more likely respond in
grateful service to God!

C. WHAT IS“THE GRACE OF GOD” WHICH MOTIVATES ONE TO BEAR
FRUIT...?
1. Smply put, it isthe “unmerited favor” which God has shown us through Jesus Christ!
2. We can summarize this grace of God by defining severd key terms.
a. Condemnation - Being guilty of sin, we stand condemned in the Sight of God and in
danger of everlagting degth - Ro 3:23; 6:23
b. Alienation - Being guilty of Sin, we aso find oursaves separated from God - | sa 59:
1-2
c. Propitiation - but in love and mercy, God sent Jesus to be our sacrifice for Snsto
appease God'sjust and righteous anger - 1 Jn 4:9-10
d. Justification - by responding in obedient faith, we can be justified (declared not guilty)
by virtue of Jesus’ sacrifice in our stead - Ro 3:21-26
e. Reconciliation - Free from the guilt of sin, we can now be reconciled with God
through Christ Jesus our Lord - 2 Co 5:17-20
f. Sanctification - By virtue of Christ’s death, we may aso be “set gpart” in service to
the glory of God - Ro 6:17-18,20-22
3. The more one understands these concepts and their implications, the more likely they will
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a0 bear fruit!

CONCLUSION

1. Through Epaphras, the church at Colosse had heard of this wonderful grace of God - 1:7

2. And through Epaphras, Paul had heard of their wonderful love which was the fruit of their
responding to thisgrace - 1:8

3. Indeed, the church at Colosse had admirable qualities, which we do well to emulate...
a. Not for any glory for ourselves, but rather that God and His Son might be glorified
b. Foritisonly by His grace that we would be able to imitate the church at Colosse

4. Brethren...
a. Dowe havefathin Jesus?
b. Do welovethe brethren?
...Let’sbe sure to alow the grace of God to haveits desired effect in our lives!

If you have never responded to the grace of God, why not now?
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Paul's Prayer For The Colossians
Colossians 1:9-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Intheepiglesof Paul, we cusomarily find him tdling his readers what he prayed for on their behaf

2. Soitisin hisepigleto the Colossans...
a.  Though he had not met many of them persondly, he had heard of their faith and love - Co 1:3-8
b. Which prompted him to pray unceasngly for them

3. For what did he pray? The answer isfound in Co 1:9-14, and by closely studying this passage...
a. Wecanlearn not only what Paul desired for the Colossans
b. But dsowhat God would desrefor ALL Chrigtians, including us today!

[Aswe examine this prayer of Paul, let’sdo so with thisin mind: Thisiswhat God desires of usas
well! First, God desiresthat we be...]

. FILLEDWITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HISWILL INALL WISDOM
AND SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING (9)

A. NOTICE SOME KEY WORDS...
1. “Filled’
a. Not just asmdl measure
b. But siated, with afull measure
-- Itisnot God' s desire that we try to “just get by with aslittle as necessary’
2. “Theknowledge of HisWill”
a. Thisiswhat God desres usto be filled with
b. The Greek word for “knowledge” in this passage is epignosis
1) Knowledge which isthe result of practica and persond experience
2) l.e, not just academic or intellectua knowledge
c. Thus, our knowledge of God swill isto be something we have come by through
practice and gpplication in our lives
3. “Inall wisdom and spiritual undersanding”
a. To possess aknowledge of God' swill in dl wisdom requires prayer - Ja 1.5
b. To possess aknowledge of God' swill with spiritua understanding requiresreading the
Word - Ep 3:3-5
-- Therefore, prayer and Bible sudy are essentid dements for the Chrigtian!

B. WHY ISBEING FILLED WITH SUCH KNOWLEDGE SO IMPORTANT...?
1. Because God' s people have adways been destroyed by alack of knowledge - cf. Hos 4:6
2. Itisessentid to our renewd in becoming like Chrigt - Co 3:8-10

[Isthis prayer being answered in OUR lives? Are we doing anything to assure that it is? Next, notice
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from Paul’ s prayer that it is evidently God' s desire that we...]

II. HAVE A WALK WORTHY OF THE LORD, FULLY PLEASING HIM (10-14)

A. THISISTHE OBJECTIVE OF BEING FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF
GOD’SWILL...
1. To conduct oursdlvesin amanner worthy of the Lord - cf. Ep 4:1

a
b.

The Lord we serve, and the cdling we have received, is certainly a“worthy” onel
Our conduct should be one to honor Chrigt, not shame Him!

2. To conduct ourselvesin amanner fully pleasng Him

a
b.

There is conduct which displeases Christ - Lk 6:46
But conduct coming from one who isfirg filled with the knowledge of God' swill is
more like to fully please Him! (note the play on words)

B. CONDUCT WORTHY OF THE LORD, FULLY PLEASING HIM,ISONE IN
WHICH WE ARE...
1. “Bengfruitful in every good work” (10)

a

d.

Not just “one”, but “every” good work - cf. Ti 2:14; 3:1
For thiswe have been “created in Christ Jesus” - Ep 2:10
Why? So that God may be glorified - Mt 5:16

What sort of good works - cf. Mt 25:37-40; Ja 1.27
Arewe being fruitful?

2. “Increasing in the knowledge of God” (10)
We need to grow in the knowledge of God Himself, not just Hiswill - cf. Jer 9:23-24

a
b.

How can one truly know God?

1) Through creation - Ps19:1; Ro 1:18-20

2) Through ingpired revelation (e.g., the Psaims and the Prophets)
3) But especidly through Jesus-Jn 14:7-9; Co 2:9

Arewe daly increasing in this knowledge of God?

3. “Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power” (11)

a
b.

Itis God s dedire that we be strong in our living for Him -2 Ti 1:7-8

Thereis“glorious power” available to the Christian, of which Paul often wrote:

1) Heexperienced it in hisown life- Ph 4:13

2) Hewanted others to know about it - Ep 1:15-20

3) Heidentified it with the working of the Sairit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

4) Hedescribesitsgreatnessin Ep 3:20

What is the purpose of such power? Notice our text...

1) *“fordl patience and longsuffering with joy” (isthis not the “fruit” the Spirit is
supposed to produce? - cf. Ga 5:22-23)

2) l.e, 0 that even aswe experiencetridsin thislife, we may do so with joyful
perseverance!

Are we experiencing this strength which God gives to those who do Hiswill?

4. “Giving thanksto the Father” (12-14)

a

b.

Chrigtians should dways have the “attitude of gratitude’ - 1 Th 5:18
In our text, Paul mentions severa reasons to be thankful...
1) God has “qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saintsin the light”
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-cf.1Pel1:3-5
2) God has“ddivered us from the power of darkness’ - cf. Ep 2:1-5
3) God has*“trandated us into the kingdom of the Son of Hislove’
a) InWhom we have “redemption through His blood”
b) In Whom we have “the forgiveness of ans” - cf. Re 1:5-6
-- Arewe ever giving thanks to the Father for these wonderful blessngs?

CONCLUSION

1. Suchwasthe prayer of Paul for the Colossans, what can we learn from it?
a. What God desres of usaswell!
b. What kind of conduct that is necessary to be fully pleasing to the Lord!

2. May thisprayer of Paul be one...
a. That we ask for our selves
b. That weask for our brethren
c. Indeed, that we desirefor all!

3. Haveyou been “qudified’ to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints?
a. Has God “ddivered” you from the power of darkness?
b. HasHe“trandated’ you into the kingdom of His Son?
-- Through an obedient faith (He 5:9) and baptism into Chrigt (Jn 3:5; Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38)
on your part, God iswilling to do so to you today!
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The Preeminent Christ
Colossians 1:13-20

INTRODUCTION

1. When Paul first met Jesus on the road to Damascus, he did not know at that time who Jesus redlly
was (“Who areyou, lord?” - Ac 9:3-5)

2. But when we come to Paul’ s epistle to the Colossians, we learn that Paul had come to amuch
fuller understanding of exactly who Jesus wad

3. Inthislesson, we shdl look a Co 1:13-20, and notice Paul’ s description of “ The Preeminent

Chrigt”

4. Insodoaing, | hopewewill be impressed with the fact that Chrigt is certainly our all-sufficient and
preeminent Savior, who isworthy of our love, adoration, and obedience

[Who isthis Jesus cdled “Chrig”? Our first point can be gleaned from a comment made in ver se 13,
where Paul was giving reasons why we ought to be giving thanks to the Father. That is, Jesusis..]

|. THE KING OVER HISKINGDOM (13)

A. JESUSHIMSELF PROCLAIMED TO BE A KING...

1.

2.

He clamed to have a kingdom, and even came into thisworld to proclam the truth that He
isaking - Jn 18:36-37

After hisresurrection, He dlamed the extent of Hisrule: authority over dl heaven and earth!
- Mt 28:18; cf. Ep 1:20-23

B. HISKINGSHIP AND KINGDOM PROCLAIMED IN REVELATION...

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Heis“theruler over the kings of theearth’ - Re 1:5

He has made His disciples “kings and priet” (or, “akingdom of priests’) to His God and
Father - Re 1:6

Thosein Chrigt Jesus arein Hiskingdom - Re 1:9

Those who persevere to the end will rule with Him even as He now reigng! - Re 2:26-27;
321

Heistruly “Lord of lords and King of kingd” - Re 17:14; 19:16

[“King of kings’...certainly anindication of “ The Preeminent Chrigt”! But notice also that Heis...]

II. THE SAVIOR FROM OUR SINS (14)

A. BY VIRTUE OF HISBLOOD WE HAVE “REDEMPTION" ...

1.

The word “redemption’ (Greek, apolutrosis) means “areeasng effected by payment of
ransont’
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2. l.e, wehave been “rdeased”’ from the bondage of an through the payment of Jesus’ blood
shed on the cross - cf. Mt 20:28

B. BY VIRTUE OF HISBLOOD WE HAVE “FORGIVENESS' ...
1. “Forgiveness’ (Greek, aphesis) means “reease from bondage or imprisonment”
2. InChrigt, we have “forgiveness or pardon, of sins (letting them go asif they had never been
committed), remission of the penaty”

[As pronounced by the Angel to Joseph, “ you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His
peoplefrom their sins” (Mt 1:21) A “king” capable of providing “redemption” and “forgiveness’
from gns; truly indications of preeminencel But there ismore, for Heisadso...]

III.THE IMAGE OF THE INVIS BLE GOD (15)

A. THEWORD “IMAGE” ...
1. Comesfrom the Greek eikon {i-kone'}
2. Meaning “an image, figure, likeness’

B. JESUSISTHE “IMAGE” OF GOD WHO ISINVISIBLE...!

1. No man has ever seen God, but Jesus has “declared” (made manifest) Him - Jn 1:18

2. AsJesus HimsHf sad, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” - Jn 14:7-9

3. Asexpressed by the writer to the Hebrews, Jesusis:
a. Thebrightness of God's Glory
b. The expressimage of HisPerson-He 1:3

4. AsPaul wrote to the Corinthians...
a. Jesusisthe“imageof God” - 2 Co 4:4
b. Inthe“face of Jesus Chrigt” is*the knowledge of the glory of God’ - 2 Co 4.6

5. From these passages, we learn that Jesus accurately and fully expresses the being and
perfection of God!

6. l.e, by looking at Jesus (as Heisrevealed in the Word of God), we can see and know the
Father, who isinvisble

[The next decription of “ The Preeminent Christ” isonethat confused many and caused some to
draw erroneous conclusions. We observe that Jesusis aso...]

V. THE FIRSTBORN OVER ALL CREATION (15)

A. CONCERNING THE TERM “FIRSTBORN"...
1. It can mean “thefirst one born’ (or created)
a.  Some have therefore concluded from this passage that Jesus is a created being, the first
of dl God's cregtions
b. For example, those led by the Watchtower Society (who cdl themsalves “Jehovah' s
Witnesses’)
2. Butitisaso used in the Scriptures as a metaphor to describe one occupies the rank and
privilege of being firstborn (without actudly being “firstborn’)
a. Usad by God in thisway to refer to the nation of Isradl - Exo 4:22
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b. Used by God in thisway to refer to David, who was the youngest of eight brothers

- Psa 89:20,27
3. Therefore, any interpretation of thisterm must be in harmony with what is taught about

Christ elsewhere...

a. And Jesusisclearly proclaimed to be the creator of all things-Jn 1:1-3; Co 1:16

b. It could not be said He is the creator of all thingsif He Himsdf was a crested being!

c. Whichiswhy the W’ stry to get around these passages by insarting the modifier
“other” four timesintheir NWT trandation of Co 1:16-17!

B. THE PURPOSE OF THE PHRASE “FIRSTBORN OVER ALL CREATION"...
1. Todressthat Jesusis preeminent overdl cregtion, He has dl therights of one as if He
were a “firstborr”
2. Just asGod...
a. Declared I srael to be His“firstborn” over the nations of the earth (though not the
fird nation to exis)
b. Declared David to be His“firstborn” over the kings of the earth (though not the
firgt king ether)
...80 God has declared Jesus to be the “firstborn” over all creation (though He Himsf
was not a created being!)

[As dready touched upon above, we learn from Paul that Jesusis d<0...]

V. THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS (16-17a)

A. THISAMAZING TRUTH CONCERNING JESUSISALSO CONFIRMED BY ...
1. Johninhisgospd -Jn 1:3
2. Thewriter of the epistle to the Hebrews-He 1:3

B. FROM THESE VERSESWE LEARN WHEN THE WORLD WAS CREATED...
1. Jesuswasthe creative agent by which everything came into being!
2. EBEverything was created for Him dso!
C. ASTHE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS...
1. It only followsthat He existed before anything that was created
2. Which ssemsto betheideaof 17a (“Heisbefore dl things”)
[In addition to being the Cregtor of dl things, in ver se 17 we learn that Jesusisdso...]

VI.THE SUSTAINER OF ALL THINGS (17b)

A. “INHIM ALL THINGSCONSIST...”
1. Thatis inHimdl things are kept in their present date
2. Ther exigence, order, and arrangement are continued in the present form by His power!

B. WHAT IFJESUSCHOSE TO REMOVE HISPOWER...?
1. Every created thing would fdl into disorder!
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2. Or gnk back into nothingness!

[Truly in regardsto creation, Jesusis*“ The Preeminent Christ!” But His preeminence dso extends
to theredm of redemption, suggested earlier in vs. 13-14, and now developed further in vs. 18-20...]

VIl. THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH (18a)

A. THE CHURCH ISTHE BODY OF CHRIST...

1. Theword “church’ comesfrom ekklesia { ek-klay-see'-ah}, meaning a congregation
or assembly made up of people who have been “caled out”

2. Those cdled out by the gospe of Chrigt into His kingdom form a great assembly or
congregation

3. Theterm “church’ isused in two senses.
a. Universal - the body of saved believers throughout the world
b. Local - acongregation of saved bdieversin onelocality

4. Inthecontext of Co 1:18, Paul is gpesking of the church “universa” (though what we
are about to say in the next point would be truein a“loca” church aswell)

B. ASTHE HEAD, JESUSISOVER THE CHURCH...
1. Aswe have dready seen, He has dl authority in heaven and earth - Mt 28:18
2. How much more so, should He hold the rank of preeminence in His Church!
3. Heisthe One, therefore, who controls the destiny of those in His church! - cf. Re 2, 3
[Jesusisalso...]

VIIl. THE BEGINNING, THE FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD (18b)

A. THE WORD “BEGINNING" ...
1. Comesfrom the Greek, arche {ar-khay’}
2. Vaious shades of meaning include...
a. Beginning, origin
b. The person or thing that commences, the first person or thing in a series, the leader
c. That by which anything beginsto be, the origin, the active cause
d. Thefirg place, principdity, rule, magistracy

B. REMEMBER THE USE OF THE WORD “FIRSTBORN" ...
1. It does not necessarily mean thefir st one, but can refer to the preeminent one
2. Jesuswas not the firgt person to rise from the dead (cf. Jairus’ daughter, the son of the
widow of Nain, and Lazarus)
3. But Heisthefird torise, never to die again, and is declared e sewhere to be the “firg fruits’
of the resurrection - cf. 1 Co 15:20,23
4. Theterm “fird fruits’ suggests “the cream of the crop”, i.e,, that which is preeminent

C. THUS,IN REGARDSTO THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD...
1. Jesusisboth the “origin, active cause’ (the beginning) and the “firstborn from the dead”
2. Heisthe“active cause” of the resurrection: “in Chrig dl shdl be made dive” - 1 Co 15:22
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3. By Hisown resurrection, never to die again, He is the “firstborn from the dead’, the
“fird fruits’, i.e., the preeminent one!

[ Two more points are made by Paul in regardsto “ The Preeminent Chrigt” in thispassage. Thefirg
isthat in Jesus dwdlls...]

IX. THE FULLNESS OF ALL THINGS (19)

A. JESUSISCLEARLY THE “FULLNESS’ OF DEITY....
1. We have seen that He is “the image of theinvisble God” - Co 1:15
2. Paul later declares that in Jesus “dwdls al the fullness of the Godhead bodily” - Co 2:9

B. JESUSISALSO OUR “FULLNESS'...
1. InHim we have “redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of ans” - Co 1:14
2. InHim we have “dl the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” - Co 2:3
3. Yes weare“completein Him” - Co 2:10
[Findly, we learn that Jesusis...]

X. THE RECONCILER OF ALL THINGSTO GOD (20)

A. THE FATHER'SDESIRE ISTO RECONCILE TOHIMSELF...
1. “thingson earth”
a. Which indudes snful man - cf. 2 Co 5:18-20
b. Both Jews and Gentiles - cf. Ep 2:14-18
2. “thingsin heaven”
a. Admittedly, adifficult phrase
b. It would be easy to fdl into vain speculation as to what this means (e.g., what thingsin
heaven need reconciliation to God?)
c. Whatever Paul may be aluding to, the point isclear: Jesusisto be the reconciler of all
things to God!

B. GODISABLE TO RECONCILE ALL THINGSBY JESUSTO HIMSELF...
1. “having made peace through the blood of His cross’
2. Through the death of His Son, it isnhow possible for sinful man to be reconciled to God!
- Ro5:10; Co 1:21-22

CONCLUSION

1. Paul had certainly come along way in his understanding of Jesus since that day he met Him on the
road to Damascus!
a. Fromsaying “Who are you, lord?’
b. To proclaming Jesusto be:
1) Theking over His kingdom
2) Thesavior from our 9ns
3) Theimage of theinvisble God
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The firstborn over dl crestion

The cregior of dl things

The sustainer of dl things

The head of the body, the church

The beginning, the firstborn from the dead
Thefullness of dl things

The reconciler of dl thingsto God

2. | trust that our own understanding and appreciation of Jesus has increased as aresult of studying this
passage!

3. Perhapswe can dso appreciate why Jesus so much praise and adoration in heaven - cf. Re 5:

11-12

4. What are we doing to show our gppreciation to Jesus, our “preeminent and all-sufficient
Savior?”

5. Consder thewords of Jesusin L uke 6:46...implying that the best way we can prase Him is by
obeying Him

Haveyou? Areyou?
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The Conversion Of The Colossians
Colossians 1:21-23

INTRODUCTION

1. Wenoaticed in the previous lesson Paul describing “ The Preeminent Chrigt” - Co 1:13-20

2. Thelast point made by Paul wasthat Jesuswas“ The Reconciler Of All Things” - Co 1:20

3. Asacasein point, Paul reminds the Colossians they too had been “reconciled’ to God through
Jesus Chrigt - Co 1:21-23

[In this udy we will examine“ The Conversion Of The Colossians” as described in this passage,
with aview towards understanding and gppreciating our own reconciliation with God...]

|. THE CONVERSI ON OF THE COLOSSIANS (21-23)

A. BEFORE THEIR CONVERSON...

1.

2.

Paul said they were “dienated and enemies’

a. Theword*“alienated” comesfrom apallotrioo { ap-al-lot-ree-0' -0}, which means.
1) todienate, estrange
2) tobeshut out from one’ s fellowship and intimacy

b. Theword“enemies’ isfrom echthros { ech-thros'}, and describestha which is.
1) hated, odious, hateful
2) hodtile, hating, and opposing another;
3) used of men as a enmity with God by their in

Why were they this way?

a. Becausein both thought and deed they were snnerd

b. AsPaul writes “...enemiesin your mind by wicked works’

B. BUT NOW THEY ARE RECONCILED...!

1.

How s0? Two things are mentioned in the context...

a. Invs. 20, Paul mentions “the blood of His cross’

b. Invs. 21-22, Paul saysthey were reconciled “in the body of His flesh through death’

-- Both of these phrases emphasize that Jesus suffered in the flesh, something some
peoplein those days denied - c¢f. 2Jn 7, He 2:9,14

Through the offering of Jesus’ body and blood, they were now reconciled (brought back) to

God; they are now presented to God as.

a. “holy” - sanctified, set apart for God' s use

b. “blameless’ - without being guilty of anything worthy of blame

c. “irreproachable” - guilty of nothing that can be cdled into to account; unreprovesble,
unaccused, blameless

Note that this wonderful condition ishow God views us (“in Hissght™)!
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C. THEIR RECONCILIATION TO GOD AND EXALTED CONDITION CONTINUES
“IF" ...
1. They “continuein the fath’
2. They remain “grounded and steadfast”
3. They “are not moved away from the hope of the gospd”

[In“The Conversion Of The Colossians,” we have seen...
1) That they had been grave sinners, enemies and dienated from God
2) Yet, they had been reconciled to God
a) Through Jesus’ desth on the cross
b) Such so they were now “holy, blameess, and irreproachable in His sght”

3) But their reconciliation appears conditiond, dependent upon their continued faithfulness and
steadfast hope!

Now let's make some...]

II. OBSERVATIONSAND APPLICATIONS

A. THEIR CONDITION PRIOR TO RECONCILIATION NOT UNIQUE...
1. True, they had been wicked sinners, enemies, and dienated from God
2. Butsowerewedl! - cf. Ep 2:1-3; Ti 3:3
3. Anyone who thinks otherwise is ignorant of:
a. Theteriblenessof Sn
b. The awesome holiness and justice required of God' s character
4. To better understand how the opposition of sin and God' s holiness...
a. Consder what one anwill do: make us as guilty as though we have broken the entire
law! - cf. Ja 2:10
b. Condder the price necessary to redeem us from sin - the death of God's Beloved Son!
c. Contemplate the “words of anguish’ uttered by Jesus as He bore our sins upon the
cross (“My God, My God, why have Y ou forsaken Me?’) - Mt 27:46

B. OUR RECONCILIATION WITH GOD ISMADE POSSIBLE ONLY THROUGH
JESUS DEATH ON THE CROSS...
1. Good works cannot reconcile us back to God
a. Such as*churchgoing’, acts of mercy and kindness, etc.
b. If so, then Corndius would have been saved by them
1) For he certainly wasa“good man” - cf. Ac 10:1-2
2) But asrecounted by Peter, the angd told Cornelius that he still needed to have
Peter tell him what to do to be saved - cf. Ac 11:13-14
2. Though “good works’ are essentid as disciples of Jesus Chrigt (cf. Ti 2:14; 3:1,8,14), the
bottom lineisthis
a Weare“judified’ (declared “not guilty”) by Christ’s blood - Ro 5:9
b. Only the“blood of Hiscross’ can cleanseusfromsan! -Ep 1:7; 1Jn 1.7
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3. Thecrucid question, then, is how can one benefit from the blood of Jesus?
a. Atfirg, through a penitent faith when we are baptized into Christ - Ac 2:38
1) For in baptism, we are united with Chrigt in His death - Ro 6:3-8
2) Andin baptism, we are “clothed with” (or “put on”) Christ - Ga 3:27
-- S0 united with Chrigt and clothed with Him, we enjoy al the spiritud blessingsto be
found by being in Him, indluding “redemption through Hisblood™! - Ep 1:7
b. Then, as needed, we have access to the blood of Jesus through repentance and prayer
-1Jn9; eg., Ac8:22
4. Only inthisway can we be “holy, blameess, and irreproachable” in God' s sght!

C. OUR RECONCILIATION ISCONDITIONAL...!

1. Notice again that Paul says*®if indeed you continue...” - Co 1:23
a.  Once saved (reconciled to God), we can till be lost!
b. What about “the security of the believer?’
1) Though the Bible does teach the security of the believer...
2) It dso teachesthe insecurity of the unbeliever
3) And it teachesthat abeliever, if not diligent, can become an unbeliever! - cf. He
3:12-15; 16-4:2,11
2. And 50, Paul emphasizes that we mugt “continue in the faith’, which involves:
a. Beng“grounded and steadfast” (thus the need for follow-up)
b. “not moved away from the hope of the gospel,” which can occur through:
1) Error or fase doctrine - cf. 2 Pe 3:17
2) Temptationsto sn - cf. 2 Pe 2:20-22
3) Tridsand hardshipsinlife- cf. Re 2:10

CONCLUSION

1.

What have we learned from “ The Conver sion Of The Colossians?’

a

Firg, areminder to those who are Chrigtians...

1) Of wherethey once were

2) Of the blessngsthey now enjoy in Chrigt

3) Of the need to remain faithful to the end

But also, alesson to those not Chrigtians...

1) Pointing out where they are right now in their Sns, as God views them

2) Reveding wherethey can be, if they will respond s0 asto benefit from the blessings of
Jesus’ desth on the cross

3) That being a Chrigtian will require continued steadfastness and growth on their part

We close with an observation concerning Paul’ s remark about the gospel, which even in his day
“was preached to every creature under heaver?” (1:23)...

a

b.

In thislesson, | have shared the basics of the gospel to every person who receivesthis lesson
Have you obeyed the gospel? If not, why not now? Remember it was Jesus who said:

And he said unto them, Go yeinto all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned. - Mk 16:15-16
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Paul AsA Minister
Colossians 1:24-29

INTRODUCTION

1. Atthispointin hisepisle, Paul provides someingght into how he viewed hiswork as aminister of
the gospel of Chrigt - Co 1:24-29

2. This passage can be of vaue to both:
a. Preachersof the gospel, in giving them ingght as to how they view themselves and the work
they are to perform
b. All Chrigtians...
1) Firg, to give them abetter understanding of the work of a minister and what to expect from
them
2) And second, sincedl Chrigtians are to imitate the example of Paul (1 Co 11:1), to learn
those attitudes we should have toward our brethren whether we serve as “full-time” (i.e.,
fully-supported) ministers or not

[With that in mind, we natice firgt of dl that...]

|. PAUL TOOK GREAT JOY IN SUFFERING FOR HISBRETHREN (24)

A. PAUL HAD SUFFERED GREATLY THROUGHOUT HISMINISTRY...
1. Asheoutlined in his second epistle to the Corinthians- 2 Co 11:23-29
2. Inthis, he was not much different the rest of the gpostles- 1 Co 4.9-13

B. YET, IF THISSUFFERING WASFOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST AND HIS
BRETHREN, PAUL WASGLAD...!
1. Ashesad, “I now rgoicein my sufferingsfor you' - Co 1:24
2. He expressed the same thoughts to the Philippians - Ph 2:17-18
3. Remember, a the very time he wrote both of these epistles he was suffering as a prisoner at
Rome in sarvice to Chrigt and to them!

C. WHY WASPAUL SO JOYFULLY WILLING TO SUFFER...?
1. Onereasonisgivenin thispassage “tofill up in my flesh what is lacking in the eflictions of

Chrig, for the sake of His body, which isthe church.”

a. Thisisnot to suggest that there was anything lacking in the aoning vaue of Chrigt’s
sacrifice! - cf. Co 2:14; He 10:12,14

b. Thefollowing quotation | have found hdpful: “We should bear in mind that dthough
Chrigt by means of the afflictions which he endured rendered compl ete satisfaction to
God, so that Paul isable to glory in nothing but the cross (Ga 6:14), the enemies of
Christ were not satisfied! They hated Jesus with insatiable hatred, and wanted to add
to his aflictions. But since heisno longer physicaly present on earth, their arrows,
which are meant especidly for him, strike hisfollowers. Itisin that sensethat dl true
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believers are in his stead supplying what, as the enemies seeit, islacking in the aflictions
which Jesus endured. Chrigt’s afflictions overflow toward us.” (Hendrickson, New
Testament Commentary, Exposition of Colossans and Philemon, p. 87)

c. Passagesoffered in support of thisinterpretation are Mt 10:25; Mk 13:13; Jn 15:
18-21; Ac9:4,5; 2 Co 1:5,10; Ga 6:17; Ph 3:10; Re 12:13

Paul gives another reason e sawhere he suffered joyfully for his brethren: for the same

reason parents joyfully suffer for ther children! - 2 Co 12:14-15

a. Children arethe parents “pride and joy”, and the parents will gadly sacrifice for their
children!

b. So Paul viewed hisbrethren-1 Th 2:19-20; Ph 4:1

D. DOWE IMITATE PAUL IN THISREGARD...?

1.

2.
3.

Not only are we willing to sharein the afflictions of Chrigt, but are we willing to suffer gladly

for our brethren?

Do we congder our brethren as a source of great joy and pride?

Arewe willing to joyfully expend time, energy, even “blood, sweat and tears’ in serving

them?- cf. 1Jn 3:16

Canwetruthfully say “yes’ if we...

a. Won't make the effort to assemble with them every opportunity that is available?

b. Won't try to encourage them when they are weak in the faith, or admonish them when
they dray from the fath?

c. Aren'twilling to love them, to patiently endure them, to quickly forgive them, even when
they offend and sn againgt us?

[Let the example of Paul be our modd, for in redity he was smply following the example of Chrigt (cf.
2Co08:9). Next, wenoticethat...]

II. PAUL CONSIDERED HIMSELF A SERVANT AND A STEWARD (25-27)

A. HISVIEW OF HIMSELF WASREALLY QUITE A HUMBLE ONE...

1.

2.
3.

Theword “miniger” isdiakonos { dee-ak’ -on-os}, and means “one who executes the
commands of another, esp. of a magter; a servant, attendant, minister”

Thisis exactly how Paul viewed himsdf and other preachers- 1 Co 3:5-7

How different from views held today by some preachers and their brethren, who exat
preachers above ther brethren!

In particular, Paul consdered himself a servarnt...

a. Of thechurch - Co 1:24-25

b. Of Jesus Chrigt - Ph 1.1

c. Of thegospe - Ep 3:6-7

B. ASA SERVANT, HE CONSIDERED HIMSELF A “STEWARD" ...

1.

2.

He had received a“sewardship” (KJV, dispensation) from God

a. Theword used is oikonomia { oy-kon-om-e€' -ah}

b. It means “the management of a household or of household affairs, specificaly, the
management, oversight, adminigration, of other’ s property”

He had been entrusted with the gospd of Jesus Chrigt!
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Which is cdled in this passage a“mystery”, for it had been hidden for ages

But has now been reveded to His saints (Co 1:26), indeed to dl nations (Ro 16: 25-26)
What isthis“mystery’? To paragphrase Paul: “It is Chrigt in you (the Gentiles), the hope
of glory” - Co 1:27

3. Paul consdered it hisduty asa“steward” to faithfully share that gospd to the nations - cf.
Ep 3:8-9; 1Co4:2

C. HOW ABOUT US...?
1. Do we consder oursaves “servants’? We should! - cf. Mk 10:42-45
2. Do we serve one another? We should! - Ga 5:13
3. Do we consder oursalves “stewards’ of the gospd?

a
b.

That we have been entrusted with the riches of the gospe?
That to be fathful we must share them with others?

[Whether or not we view ourselvesthisway, it ishow God views us, and we will be judged by how we
have served as stewards (cf. Mt 25:14-30). Thethird and find point we can glean from our text is

that...]

I11.PAUL HAD PRIMARILY ONE GOAL IN LIFE (28-29)

A. TOPRESENT EVERY MAN PERFECT IN CHRIST...!
1. Hewasnot out just to preach, just to make converts
2. Hewanted to make mature disciples, who had become complete in Christ

B. TOACCOMPLISH HISGOAL, HE USED EVERY APPROPRIATE MEANS...
1. Hepreached JesusChrist!

a

b.

He proclaimed the good news of Jesus Christ

Hislife, Histeachings, His degth, His resurrection

Only by so presenting Christ to the man, can a preacher hope to present the man to
Christ as complete and mature - cf. 2 Co 3:18

2. Hewarned when necessary!

a

b.

His preaching was both positive and negativel

Yes, thereis a place for “negative preaching’

1) Cf. The Ten Commandments; aso, the “reproof” and “correction” mentioned in
2Ti 316

2) Negative preaching serves as “redraining rails” on the strait and narrow path to lifel

Of course, it must be properly balanced with postive preaching

1) Otherwise, wewill smply bounce around and get hung up on the “restraining rails”,
never making progress in our journey

2) Postive preaching will assure that we keep progressing on the right track!

3. He*“taught” aswell as” preached’!

a

b.

C.

d.

He did not limit himsdf to the public forum

He taught with private indruction aswell - Ac 20:20

To present every man “perfect in Christ Jesus”, there is often aneed for persona
ingtruction that one does not find in the public assemblies of the church

Of course, wisdom helps to determine when - Co 1:28
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4. Heexpended effort and emotion!
a. He“labored” toward this one god of his
b. He“agonized” in doing so (the Greek word is agonizomai { ag-o-nid’-zom-ahee}, to
endeavor with sirenuous zedl, dtrive)
5. Hedepended upon God in hislabord!
a. Heredized that without God he was nothing, and could do nothing worth lagting - 1 Co
15:10
b. Sohedwayslooked to God for help in accomplishing hisgod -2 Th 3:1; Co 4:3-4

CONCLUSION

1.

In concluding this lesson, again | seek to make application by asking...

a. Areweimitators of Paul?

b. Arewe concerned about whether or not our brethren and others are being presented “perfect in
Chrigt”?

c. Arewewilling to expend the effort and the emotion necessary to reach this end?

If wewill...

a. View our oursaves as Paul viewed himsdlf, as servants and sewards

b. Consgder our suffering for our brethren a greet privilege and source of joy

-- Then | am convinced that we gladly devote ourselves to the same god Paul had!

Let’ sthink on these things, and consider what we can be doing to “present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus”!

For those who have not been obedient to the gospd of Chrigt, perfection in Chrigt begins with that first
gep of faith...
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Spiritual Maturity In Christ

Colossians 2:1-8

INTRODUCTION

1. InCo 1:28-29, we saw that Paul’ s primary god in hislabors wasto “ present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus.” That is, that they be “spiritudly maturein Chrigt.”

2. Thisbeing the case, we are not surprised to find Paul now writing to the Colossians of:
a. Hisgrea concern for them - Co 2:1-3
b. Thereason for this concern - Co 2:4-5
c. Some exhortationsin light of his concern - Co 2:6-8

[From these eight verses, there are a couple of things we can glean concerning the subject of “ Spiritual
Maturity In Chrigt”. [Firgt, from vs. 1-5 we can take note of severd...]

|. INDICATIONSOF SPIRITUAL MATURITY (1-5)

A. A DEEP CONCERN FOR OUR BRETHREN IN CHRIST... (2)
1. Remember that Paul is an example of spiritud maturity and thus worthy of our emulation
-1Co1l:1
2. We seethat he had a concern for his brethren (notice 2 Co 11:28-29 d<0), even for those
he personaly had not seen!
3. Epaphras likewise demongrated this “mark” of maturity - Co 4:12-13
4. Do we have such concern for our brethren?

B. AHEART THAT ISENCOURAGED... (2)
1. TheKJV usestheword “ comforted’
2. Itisthe Will of God that we serve Him with hearts full of comfort and encouragement
a. Such wasthe concern of Jesus- Lk 21:34; Jn 14:1,27
b. Such wasthe frequent prayer of Paul -2 Th 2:16-17
3. A *“troubled, anxious heart” is not the mark of a mature Chrigtian!
4. Condder the example of Paul in facing impending deeth - 2 Ti 4.6-8,17-18

C. AHEART KNIT TOGETHER IN LOVE WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS... (2)
1. l.e,aloveamilar to that experienced by David and Jonathan - 1 Sam 18:1
2. The brethren at Colosse were well on their way inthisregard - Co 1:4
3. How about us? Are we developing hearts “knit together in love”?

D. A FULL ASSURANCE OF UNDERSTANDING... (2)
1. Similar to having hearts that are encouraged, we need to have a strong assurance
concerning oursalves and our savation!
2. Of course, this assurance comes as we increase our “understanding” concerning the basis of
our savation
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Indeed, the Word of God was so written to increase that understanding, and provide the
assurance of our salvation - 1 Jn 5:13; 3:19; notedso Ro 15:4

Asone maturesin Chrig, this“assurance” will increase, and it isindeed a“rich’” blessng we
havein Chrigt!

E. AKNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERY OF GOD... (2

1.

2.
3.

|.e., an understanding of the gospd, which once was hidden, but has now been reveded
- cf. Ep 3:3-6; R0 16:25-26

Thus, agood knowledge of the gospel of Chrigt is essentid to maturity in Chrigt

Arewe increasing in this knowledge?

F. GOOD ORDER AND STEADFASTNESS OF FAITH... (5)

1.

The word “order”...

a. Fromtaxis{tax’-is}, amilitary term, suggestive of men marching in proper order and
precison, asin adrilling exercise

b. Thissuggessthat a mature Chridtian is one whose wak asadiscipleisin proper line
with what is expected

The word “steadfastness’ is aword which goes right dong with thisidea of marchingina

draght line

What is our “life of faith’ like?

a. Arewe progressing in order, Steadfast in our progress?

b. Or are we wavering congtantly?

[These are but afew indications of spiritud maturity. If they are found in our lives, it isagood sgn that
progressisbeing made! From vs. 6-8, we can dso learn of some...]

II. STEPSTO SPIRITUAL MATURITY (6-8)

A. RECEIVE CHRIST AS“LORD"... (6)

1.
2.
3.

4,
S.

6.

This the Colossians had done

Today, many seem to want Jesusjust asa“ Savior,” but not as “Lord”

That is, they professto want Him as “their persona Savior,” but then do not obey Him in
what He commands them

Y et God has made Him both! - cf. Ac 2:36

Until we enthrone Christ as Lord in our lives, we cannot hope to become “perfect”
(complete, mature) in Christ

Again, Paul provides agood example - eg., Ga 2:20

B. WALK IN CHRIST... (6-7)

1.
2.

Having received Chrigt as Lord, we must now “wak” (or live) in Him

Verse 7 explanswha it meansto “wdk in Chrigt”

a. “rooted’ - Chris must be the foundation and source of nutrition in our lives (like atree
depends upon its roots)

b. “built up in Him” - dlowing oursalves to become the kind of building He would have
usto be

c. “established in thefaith” - well taught and grounded in the teachings of Chrigt, and
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living by them
d. “aboundingin it with thanksgiving” - ever overflowing with an attitude of gratitude

C. BEWARE... (8)
1. Togrow spiritudly, we must beware of dangers which would hinder our spiritud growth
2. Otherwise, in our zed to grow we can easly be mided by fase doctrineswhich promise an
easy route to spiritua maturity, but do not ddiver on that promise!
3. Thusthe need for “negetive preaching” as the occason may cdl for it

CONCLUSION

1. Our next lesson will ook at some of those fase doctrines which promise much, but give nothing of
true vaue

2. For the moment, let’s close by asking two questions:
a. Why should we even be concerned with growing in spiritual maturity in Christ?
1) Becausein Him “are hidden dl the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” - Co 2:3
2) Because He haswarned of what will occur if we do not mature and “beer fruit” - Jn 15:1-2
b. How doesoneinitially receive Christ asLord?
1) By doing what He says, i.e., the Father’ swill - Lk 6:46; Mt 7:21
2) Thisincludes the command to repent and be baptized, for thereby one receives remisson of
gnsasthey dso “put on Chrig” (i.e., “receive Chrig”) - Ac 2:36-38; Ga 3:26-27
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Believer, Bewar el
Colossians 2:8-23

INTRODUCTION

1. It wasPaul’sdesrethat his brethren be “perfect (complete) in Christ” - Co 1:28; 2:1-3

2. But there were influences at Colosse which endangered their salvation, againgt which Paul warnsin
Co02:8-23

3. Aswe condder what those threats were, we see Smilar threets today as well!

4. In other words, subtle (and some not so subtle) influences which may promise us much, but can
eadly lead us avay from Chrigt!

[For example, we notice from vs. 8-10 that at Colosse there was the danger of ...

|. PHILOSOPHIESAND TRADITIONS OF MEN (8-10)

A. THE DANGER OF MAN-MADE PHILOSOPHY AND TRADITION...
1. They“cheat” you
a. They don't ddliver what they may promise
b. They can even cheat you of your savation!
1) By rendering our worship and service to God as “van’
2) AsJesuswarnedin Mt 15:9
2. Thisthey do through “ empty deceit”
a. Itisnot evident (otherwise, none would accept it)
b. But like many of the workings of Satan, it is through “deception”

B. WE ARE FACED WITH SIMILAR INFLUENCES TODAY ...

1. The*“philosophies’ of:
a. Athesm
b. Evolution
c. Humanism

2. The*“traditions of men,” found rampant in:
a. Protestant denominations
b. Cahalicism (both “Romari” and “Orthodox”)
c. Vaiouscults

3. Though these “philosophies’ and “traditions of men” may possessalaot of truth, it isthe
error in them that can lead one away from the pure and smple doctrine of Jesus Chrigt!

C. WENEED TO KEEP IN MIND...
1. In“Jesus Chrig” are found all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge - Co 2:3
2. In*Jesus Chrigt” isto be found the fulness of the Godhead bodily - Co 2:9
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In*“Jesus Christ” we are complete - Co 2:10

As Peter wrotein his second episile;: “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness,, through the knowledge of Him who caled us by glory and
virtue” - 2 Pe 1:2-3

[So “ Believer, Beware!” when anyone suggests that we need the philasophies or traditions of menin
addition or ingtead of Chrigt! Invs. 11-17, Paul dedswith what was ared problem in the first century

church..]

II. JUDAISTIC CEREMONIALISM (11-17)

A. THE PROBLEM IN THE FIRST CENTURY CHURCH...

1.

2.

Many Jewish Chrigtians felt it necessary for Gentile Christians to be circumcised and keep

the Law of Mosesin addition to following Chrigt - cf. Ac 15:1-5

The early church had to congtantly dedl with this problem

a. Which they did a Jerusdem (where the problem originated ) - Ac 15:6-27

b. Which Paul did in writing Romans, Gaatians, Ephesians, and Colossans

Herein Co 2:11-17, Paul dedswith the problem by pointing out:

a. Through baptism into Chrigt, we experience the “true circumcison’, which is a cutting
away of the ans of theflesh- Co 2:11-13

b. By Hisdesath on the cross, Jesus has taken the Old Law out of the way - Co 2:14-15;
cf. Ep 2:14-16

c. Therefore, we areto let no onetry to judge (condemn) us in matters of the Old Law
-Co216-17

B. TODAY, THERE ARE MANY WHO STILL TRY TO BIND THE OLD LAW UPON
CHRISTIANS...

1.
2.

Various denominations with their Sabbaths and food regulations
Other religions with their separate priesthood and many other practices, based upon the Old
Testament, and not the New!

C. ASTHOSE IN CHRIST...

1.

2.

3.

We have died to the Law and Jewish ceremonidism (this especidly pertainsto Jewish
Chrigians) - Ro 7:1-6

We have been st free, and need to beware of becoming “entangled again with ayoke of
bondage.” - Ga5:1

If we seek judtification by our observance of things found in the Old Law, we are fdlen from
grace! - Gab5:2-4

[So “ Believer, Beware!” when people try to impose things upon you which are based upon the Law
of Moses. Remember, “you are completein Him.” In vs. 18-19, we see there was still another danger
a Colosse...]

[I.THE WORSHIP OF ANGEL S (18-19)
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A. WHY WOULD PEOPLE WORSHIP ANGELS...?
1. Perhaps because they felt angels were needed as * inter cessor s”
2. Perhapswith * a sense of humility”, they felt they could not go to God (or even Jesus)
directly

B. THE PROBLEM WITH ANGEL WORSHIP...
1. Itisactudly the result of a*“ false humility” and based upon one’s “ vain imagination”
- Co 2:18 (cf. He 4:14-16, where we learn we can “come boldly to the throne of grace”)
2. It actudly diverts one away from Chrig, the rightful “Head of the body” - Co 2:19
a. For thisreason, angds refused any semblance of worship - Re 22:8-9
b. And so did the gpostle Peter - Ac 10:25-26

C. TODAY, SOME RELIGIONSHAVE DEVELOPED A COUNTERPART TO THE

WORSHIP OF ANGELS...

1. E.g., Catholicism with its veneration of Mary and the “saints’

2. Thereasoningissmilar: “humility’ (*We need them to intercede for us”)

3. Though an attempt is made to distinguish between “venerationi’ and “worship”, in practice
the digtinction islost among the average person

4. Andthereault isdill the same “not holding fast to the Head,” venerating other beings rather
than Christ!

[Findly, from vs. 20-23 we can glean that there was the problem of...]

I\V. ASCETICISM (20-23)

A. ASCETICISM HASOFTEN BEEN OFFERED ASA KEY TO “SELF-CONTROL" ...
1. Such asfasting and other forms of abstinence
2. Or Hf-flagelation (beating one’ s sAf with whips)

B. BUT ASCETICISM ISOF NO REAL VALUE AGAINST THE “INDULGENCE OF
THE FLESH" ...
1. AsPaul pointsoutin Co 2:23
2. Indeed, transformation comes through “renewing the mind”, not afflicting the body
a. AsPaul wrotein Ro 12:1-2
b. Yes, those who “set their minds on the things of the Spirit” are the ones “who live
according to the Spirit” - Ro 8:5
1) They are the ones who by the Spirit will be able to “put to deeth the deeds of the
body” - Ro 8:13
2) For the “fruit of the Spirit” includes sdf-control - Ga 5:22-23

C. TODAY, WE MUST BEWARE OF THE FALSE CLAIMSOF ASCETICISM...!
1. Fading hasaplaceinthelivesof Chridians- cf. Ac 13:2-3; 14:23; 1 Co 7:5; 2 Co 11:27
a. But not for the purpose of developing sdf-control!
b. Raher asameans of humbling onesdf before God aswe pray, that God might hear our
prayer - cf. Ezr 8:21; Mt 6:17-18
2. Thoserdigionsthat would teach various forms of “asceticism’ as a means of developing
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Spiritud maturity would have us believe that “the secret” isin such “neglect of the body”
3. But Chrigt is“the secret”, and by holding fast to Him we find the ability to “crucify the flesh
with its passons and desres” - Ga 5:24

CONCLUSION

1. Aswelivethe Chrigian life, attempting to mature spiritudly, beware of any doctrine or teaching of
man that suggests we need more than Jesus Chridt!

2. Remember, Heis"the” way (not“a” way) - Jn 14:6
3. And we are complete in Him!

Areyou in Him? - cf. Ga 3:26-27...
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BasicsFor Living In Christ
Colossians 3:1-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Inchapters1-2, Paul has maintained that Chrig is“dl-suffident” in matters of sdvation and
overcoming sin - ¢f. Co 2:10

2. Beginning now in chapter 3, Paul gives some basic and practical admonitions that pertain to living a
lifein Chrigt

3. When carried out, these “ Basics For Living In Christ” will assure that we find in Chrigt
everything we need for this life and the one to come

[The first admonition isfound in vs. 1-4...]

|. SEEK THE HEAVENLY (1-4)

A. SET YOUR MIND ON THINGSABOVE... (1-2)
1. Why isthis so important?

2.

a. Itisessentid if we desireto be “trandformed” - cf. Ro 12:2
b. Itisnecessary if wewant to be able to “live according to the Spirit” - cf. Ro 8:5-6
How do we “seek those things which are above™?
a. By directing our minds' attention to such things mentioned in Ph 4:8
b. More specificdly, by setting our attention on the Word of God, where we find:
1) Chrigt foreshadowed and foretold in the Old Testament
2) Chrid’slife and teachingsin the Gospds
3) Chrig’schurchin the Book of Acts
4) Chrid’sfuller teachingsin the Episties
5) Chrigt’s encouragement and ultimate victory in the Book of Reveation

B. FURTHER REASONSTO SEEK THOSE THINGSABOVE... (3-4)

1.

We*“died’ (3)

a. Thisoccurs when oneis baptized into Chrigt, which isaburid into His deeth in which
we are “crudified with Him” - cf. Ro 6:3-6

b. We“died” to 9n, that we might be free from sn and now live with Chrigt - cf. Ro 6:
7-13

Thus, wewerealso “raised with Chrigt” (1)

a.  Which occurs when one comes forth from baptism - Co 2: 12 (*...in baptism, in which
you were aso rased with Him...”)

b. Wewereraised so that we might “wak in newness of life” - Ro 6:4

Our lifeis* hidden with Chrigt in God” (3)

a. AsPaul wroteto the Gdatians. “I have been crucified with Chrigt; it isno longer | who
live, but Chrigt livesin me; and the lifewhich | now livein the flesh | live by faith in the
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Son of God, who loved me and gave Himsdf for me” - Ga 2:20
b. We have denied sf, crucified sdf, so it isnow Christ Whoisto livein ud
4. When Chrigt appearsin glory, sowill we! (4)
a. Thefirg three reasonsfor usto “seek the heavenly” were based upon what has
happened in the “past”
b. Thismotivation is predicated upon what is promised for the “future’!

[And what awonderful promisethat is But to obtain that promise requires not only that we set our
“minds’ on things proper, but that we properly ded with our “bodies’ aswel. To put it another way,
fromvs. 5-9 we learn that we must aso...]

. SLAY THE EARTHLY (5-9)

A. WEMUST “PUT TO DEATH” THE SENSUAL SINS... (5-7)
1. Thosethat apped to the* lust of the flesh’
a. Fornication
1) Grk., pornea{por-ni’-ah}
2) A gened term for any illicit sexua intercourse; includes adultery, homosexudity,
leshianism, bedtidity
b. Uncleanness
1) Grk., akatharsia {ak-ath-ar-see’ -ah}
2) Undeannessin amord sense: theimpurity of lustful, luxurious, profligate living
c. Passion (inordinate affection, KJV)
1) Grk., pathos { path'-os}
2) Usad by the Greeksin ether agood or bad sense; inthe NT in abad sensg, it
means depraved passion, vile passons
d. Evil desrre (evil concupiscence, KJV)
1) Grk., epithumia {ep-ee-thoo-mee’-ah}
2) Dedre, craving, longing, desire for what is forbidden, lust
2. Alsothat which appedlsto the” lust of the eyes’
a. Covetousness
1) Grk., pleonexia {pleh-on-ex-ee -ah}
2) Greedy dedre to have more, covetousness, avarice
b. Described by Paul to be equivaent to idolatry!
1) For covetousness puts thingsin the place of God
2) Weareto set our minds on things above (where God is), but when we covet things
we have our minds on things below, making such things our idoldl
3. Mativation for putting these things to death
a. Toavoid the coming wrath of God! - Co 2:6-7
b. It'sone thing to do these things when we “lived in thenT’, but in Christ we have “died to
therm’!

B. WE MUST ALSO “PUT OFF’ THE SOCIAL SINS... (8-9)
1. Sinsof the® emotions”
a Anger
1) Grk., orge{or-gay’}
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2) Movement or agitation of the soul, impulse, desire, any violent emotion, but esp.
anger

Wrath

1) Grk., thumos {thoo-mos'}

2) Passon, angry, heat, anger forthwith boiling up and soon subsding again

Malice

1) Grk., kakia{kak-ee -ah}

2) Mdignity, mdice, ill-will, desreto injure

2. Sinsof the“tongue”
a. Blasphemy

1) Grk., blagphemia { blas-fay-me’-ah}

2) Slander, detraction, speech injurious, to another’ s good name; impious and
reproachful speech injurious to divine mgjesty

Filthy language (filthy communication, KJV)

1) Grk., aischrologia { ahee-skhrol-og-ee' -ah}

2) Foul speaking, low and obscene speech

Lying

1) Grk., pseudomai {psyoo’-dom-ahee}

2) Tolie, to speak deliberate fa sehoods; to decelve one by alie tolieto

3. Thereason for putting off dl thesethings: we must completein practice what we started in
principle - Co 3:9b
a. When we were baptized, we “put off” the old man with his deeds (in principle) - Co 2:

b.

11-12; 3:9
In practice, it does not occur overnight, thus the need for such admonitionsas. “But
now you must dso put off al these...” - Co 3:8

[Findly, and briefly, we natice in vs. 10-11 an admonition by Paul which will be expanded upon in the
next section (12-17). He encourages usto...]

III.STRENGTHEN THE CHRISTLY (10-11)

A. FOR WE HAVE PUT ON THE NEW MAN... (10)

In baptism into Chrigt, we “put on Chrig” - Ga 3:27

Thus in principle we dso put on “the new mari’ who is renewed “according to theimage
of Him who created him”

What we have donein principle (Co 3:10), wewill need to do in practice (cf. Co 3:12)

1.
2.

3.

B. FOR THE GOAL IS“CHRIST ISALL ANDINALL"... (12)
1. To berenewed according to the image of Christ! - cf. Ro 8:29
2. Tobecomelike Chrigt, and in so doing, destroy the barriers that have long divided man!

CONCLUSION

1. Thisiswha might be caled “the whole duty of mar” in New Testament terms. to be renewed
accor ding to theimage of Christ!
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2. To accomplish this god, we must heed the admonitions of Paul and...
a. Seek The Heavenly
b. Say TheEarthly
c. Strengthen TheChristly

3. Wewill examine more what isinvolved in “srengthening the Christly” in the next study - Co 3:
12-17

4. For now, did you notice that everything in this chapter assumes that one has been “raised with
Chrig” (cf. Co 3:1, “If then you were raised with Chri<...”)?
a. How areweraised with Chrigt?
b. Paul hasaready described how, in Co 2:11-13, where we learn that it isin baptism that God
will raise one who has faith in the working of God!

Have you been baptized into Jesus Chrit for the forgiveness of your sins (Ac 2:38), and to be able to
wak in newness of life (Ro 6:3-5)...7
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TheChristian's Apparé€
Colossians 3:12-17

INTRODUCTION

1.

Inthefirgt part of the third chapter of the Epistle to the Colossians, we have noticed severa
admonitionsfor living the full life in Jesus Chridt...

a.  “Seek The Heavenly” (3:1-4)

b. “Say The Eathly” (3:5-9)

c. “Strengthen The Chrigly” (3:10-11)

Beginningin vs. 8-10, Paul uses the metaphor of “ putting off” and “ putting on” to describe what
is necessary to grow as Christians

He continues this metaphor in ver se 12, as he expands upon the things Christians are to * put on”
Aswe examinevs. 12-17, we shal do so from the perspective of what condtitutes“ The

Chrigtian's Appard”, that is, those things we must “put o’ to be properly adorned as disciples of
Jesus Christ

[Observe from vs. 12-14, then, how we must adorn ourselves with...]

THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST (12-14)

A. EIGHT VIRTUESARE LISTED THAT WE ARE TO “PUT ON”...
1. Two describe how we areto treat others.
a. Tender mercies (bowes of mercies, KJV)

1) Grk., splagchnon {splangkh' -non} oiktirmos { oyk-tir-mos'}

2) Thefirg word literally means“bowels...for the bowels were regarded by the
Hebrews asthe seat of the tenderer affections, ep. kindness, benevolence,
compassion’

3) The second word describes “compassion, pity, mercy”

4) Thuswe areto have “bowelsin which compasson resdes’, or aswe might say
today, a heart of compassion

b. Kindness
1) Grk., chrestotes {khray-stot’ -ace}
2) Benignity, kindness
2. Two depict the state of mind we ar e to possess.
a. Humility (humbleness of mind, KJV)

1) Grk., tapeinophrosune {tap-i-nof-ros-00’-nay}

2) The having ahumble opinion of one’s sdif; a deep sense of one’s (mord) littleness,
modesty, humility, lowliness of mind

b. Meekness
1) Grk., praotes{prah-ot’-ace}

Sermons From Colossians 37



Mark A. Copeland

2) Gentleness, mildness, meekness
3. Threevirtuesreate to how we should act when mistreated
a. Longsuffering
1) Grk., makrothumia { mak-roth-oo-mee -ah}
2) Pdtience, forbearance, longsuffering, downess in avenging wrongs
b. Bearing with one another
1) Theword “bearing’ (forbearing, KJV) is anechomai {an-ekh'-om-ahee}
2) Tosudain, to bear, to endure
c. Forgiving one another
1) Theword “forgiving” is charizomai {khar-id’-zom-ahee}
2) Meaning “to do something pleasant or agreeable (to one), to do afavor to, gratify;
to grant forgiveness, to pardon’
3) Forgiving othersis demanded, because we have been forgiven by Christ!
4. Thefind virtue mentioned islove...
a. The Grk. word is agape {ag-ah'-pay} , meaning good will, benevolence
b. Itisdescribed by Paul as“the bond of perfectior”
1) l.e, “the perfect tiethat binds’ the other virtues together (like abelt binds pieces of
cothing)
2) Without love, none of the other virtues can last; with it, the others can be easily
maintained

B. TOGETHER, THESE VIRTUESDISPLAY “THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST” ...
1. Arethey not the qudities of Jesusthat endear usto Him?
2. If we adorn these virtues, then, we will be adorning oursaves with the “character of Chrigt”!
3. Isthisnot thevery ideaof Co 3:10?

[Wouldn't it be wonderful, if we could be more successful in “putting o’ the character of Chrigt?

+ Think of the churchesthat could have been spared divisons and contentiond!

* Think of the families that could have been saved, if more Christians had so adorned
themsdved

Remember, it beginswith “seeking the heavenly” (3:1-4) and “daying the earthly” (3:5-9). At this point,
| am stretching Paul’ s metagphor of “putting on” further than he did, but to “the character of Christ” we
must aso adorn oursaves with...]

II. THE PEACE OF GOD (15)

A. THIS“PEACE OF GOD” MUST RULE IN OUR HEARTS...

1. Why? Because we were caled to be at peace in one body (the church)!
a. Jesusdied on the crossto make peace! - Ep 2:14-18
b. If we disrupt the peace of the body (church), we disrupt the work of Christ on the

cross!

c. Thus, we mus be diligent to “keep the unity of The Spirit in the bond peece” - Ep 4:3

2. Generdly, where thereis contention and gtrife, it is among members of the body who are
not letting the peace of God rulein their hearts
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3. Peacein the body (the church) begins with peace ruling in our heartd

B. LETTING THE PEACE OF GOD RULE IN OUR HEARTS...
1. It must sart with our setting our minds on things above
a. Remember, this passage assumes that we are carry out the admonitionin Co 3:1-2
b. Only amind that is*spiritud” can enjoy peace from God - cf. Ro 8:5-6
2. Itisexperienced as we engage in thankful prayer
a. Paul tdlsusto be thankful in Co 3:15
b. But he makes the connection between thankful prayer and the peace of God more

dealyin Ph 4:6-7

3. Andit comes aswe follow the teachings and example of the gpostles, like Paul - cf. Ph 4:9

[Again, how wonderful it would be for churches and familiesif al professng Christians would adorn
themsdves with such qudities as “the character of Christ” and “the peace of God”! But thereis more
we need to add to our “wardrobe’...]

I[Il.THE WORD OF CHRIST (16)

A. WEARE TOLET THE WORD OF CHRIST “DWELL" IN US...
1. Thais the Wordisto live, to abide, to have free coursein our lives
2. Thisispossble only through a serious effort to learn it (via self-study, Bible classes,
sermons, €tc.)
3. Butlearningisonly thefirst step!

a
b.

For the Word to truly “dwel” in us, we mug obey it!
Sadly, many who study never make the gpplication, and remain “hearersonly” - cf. Ja
1.22-25

B. NOTICE ALSO THAT THEWORD ISTO DWELL INUS*“RICHLY”...
1. Thishappens when we add to our “study” of the Word of God the eement of “song”

a

b.

Thistruth we glean as we naotice how Paul sayswe areto let the Word dwell in us
richly...
I.e., by “teaching and admonishing one another in psdms and hymns...”

2. Doesthisnot make sense? For if the Word isto dwdl in us“richly”...

a

b.

It must not only involve the mind through study
It must dso involve the heart (emotions) through song!

C. THISEMPHASIZESTHE IMPORTANCE OF “PROPER SINGING” ...
1. Itisthe meansthrough which the Word of Chrigt dwellsin us“richly”
2. For thisto happen, of course, we must Sing properly

a

b.

C.

d.

We must understand what we are singing (otherwise, we are not taught and
admonished)

Our heart (emations) must be involved, otherwise we are not Snging “with grace in our
hearts’

Fortunately, this does not require formd training, for the emphasisis not on how it
sounds to the ear, but how it touches the heart!

Thus, all can and should sing (in the heart at least, if unable to do so with the mouth)

Sermons From Colossians 39



Mark A. Copeland

3. For those who have not learned the “joy of Snging’, they are depriving themselves of the
means God intended for the Word to dwdl in us “richly”!

[ Through singing, then, we can add to “ The Christian’s Apparéel” the “Word of Christ”. Findly, the
“The Chrigtian’s Appare” mus dso include...}

IV.THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST (17)

A. THISREALLY COMPLETES“THE CHRISTIAN'SAPPAREL" ...

B.

1. Forif wesay or do all “in the name of the Lord Jesus” (thet is, by His authority)
2. Thenitisevident that we haveredly “put on’ the LORD Jesus Chrigt in our lives

SADLY, MANY FAIL TO ADORN THEMSELVESWITH A RESPECT FOR
CHRIST'SAUTHORITY ...
1. What they do, they do by their own authority, “in the name of persond preference”’
a. They worship in whatever way pleases them, rather than seek out in the Word of God
what pleasesthe Lord
b. They makethe church “in their own image”, adding the traditions of men to the
commands of God!
2. Butinview of what the Lord taught, we should remember...
a. Thereisasuch athing as“vanworship”! - Mt 15:7-9
b. Many rdigious people will ill belogt, because they did not submit to the “will of the
Father” - Mt 7:21-23
1) Instead, they practiced “lawlessness’
2) Grk., anomia{an-om-e€'-ah}, the condition of without law, because ignorant of it,
or because of violating it
3. Therefore, “...whatever you do in word or deed, do dl in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.” - Co 3:17

CONCLUSION

1. We have suggested that four things make up “ The Christian’s Apparé” ...

a

b.

The Character of Chrigt c. TheWord of Chrigt
The Peace of God d. TheAuthority of Chrigt

2. Certainly theworld (and many churches) would be a much better place if al who profess Jesusto
be Lord so adorned themselves

3. But what other motives might there be to do s0? Four are given in this passage...

a

b
C.
d

We are “God' s dect” (His chosen ones) - Co 3:12

. Weare“haly” (set apart for a sacred purpose) - Co 3:12

We are “beloved by God” - Co 3:12

. We have been “forgiven by Chrig” - Co 3:13

Are these not reasons sufficient to putting on “ The Christian's Apparée” ?
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Guidelines For The Family And Business

Colossians 3:18-4:1

INTRODUCTION

1. Thetheme

throughout the Book of Colossansis that Jesus Christ is our “ All-Sufficient And

Preeminent Savior” - cf. Co 1:16-18; Co 2:3,9-10

2. Asademo

nstration of Jesus as our “al-sufficient” Savior, we now find His gpostle Paul giving

guideines by which we can successfully conduct our family and busness maitersl - Co 3:18-4:1

3. Thispassage illustrates that the “preeminence’ of Christ reaches even to the secular concerns of

our lives

[Beginning with ver se 18, let’ s examine some of these guidelines Christ has given us...]

. WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR HUSBANDS (18)

A. DEFINING THE WORD “SUBMIT"...

1. Th

e Greek word is hupotasso { hoop-ot-as’-so}

2. It meansto...

a
b
c
d.
e
f.
3. Th

B. THIS
1. Th

a

b.

arrange under, to subordinate

. subject, put in subjection
. subject one’s sf, obey

submit to one’s control

. yield to one’ s admonition or advice

obey, be subject
us, wives are to be in submisson to their husbands, “as to the Lord” (Ep 5:22)

ISSAIDTOBE “FITTINGIN THE LORD” ...
e word “fitting”...

Grk., aneko {an-ay’-ko}

To pertain to what is due, duty, as wasfitting

2. To bewilling to submit to ancther is certainly in keeping with Jesus’ own teaching and
example - Mt 20:25-28

3. Iti
a

b
c
d.
e

C. IFWI

sdso in kegping with what is expected of all Chrigtians...
We are to submit to one another - Ep 5:21

. Weareto submit those who rule over usin thefaith - He 13:17
. We are to submit to the ordinances of government - 1 Pe 2:13-15

Chrigian srvants were to submit to their masters - 1 Pe 2:18

. Younger Chrigtians are to submit to the elders, and to one another as well, even aswe

submit to God - 1 Pe 5:5-7

VESDO NOT SUBMIT TO THEIR HUSBANDS...
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=

They may never win their unbdieving husbandsto Chrigt - ¢f. 1 Pe 3:1-2

God will not be graciousto them - cf. 1 Pe 5.5

3. Thereiseven aposshility that it may have a strong bearing on the sexud orientation of the

children!

a. A dudy by Dr. Irving Bieber was made of the family background of 106 mae
homosexudss (cf. “What Everyone Should Know About Homosexudity”, LaHaye, p.
71-72)

b. Dr. Bieber found that:

1) 81 mothers were dominating

2) 62 of the mothers were overprotective

3) 66 mothers made the homosexud their favorite child
4) 82 of the fathers spent very little time with their sons

5) 79 fathers maintained a detached attitude toward them

c. Themore “modern” man learns through tested research, the more we begin to redize
that Jesus and His Word wereright dl dong!

1) Whatever the subject, Christ certainly knows best
2) And He should...remember, He sthe Cregtor of dl thingd

N

[And now, for an often much needed word to the husbands...]

II. HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES (19)

A. PAUL EXPANDSUPON THISTHEME INHISLETTER TO THE EPHESIANS...
1. Our rolemodd is Chrigt, and His love for the Church - Ep 5:25-27
a. Husbands are to love their wives just as Christ loved the Church
b. l.e,withasacificid love
2. Ancther exampleisthe kind of love we have for our own bodies - Ep 5:28-29
a. Just asone “nourishes’ and “cherishes’ his own body, so he should hiswife
1) Theword “nouridi’ comesfrom ektrepho {ek-tref’ -0}, and means...
a) to nourish up to maturity, to nourish
b) to nurture, bring up
2) Theword “cherigi’ isfrom thalpo {thd’-po} , meaning...
a) towarm, keep warm
b) to cherish with tender love, to foster with tender care
b. Agan, thisishow Chrig lovesthe Church!

B. THISLOVE INCLUDESBEING FREE FROM “BITTERNESS' ...
1. “and do not be bitter toward them” - Co 3:19
a. The Greek word for “bitter” is pikraino {pik-ralh' -ee-no}
b. It means...
1) to produce abitter taste in the stomach
2) toembitter; exasperate
3) render angry, indignant
4) to be embittered, irritated
5) tovigt with bitterness, to grieve (ded bitterly with)
2. Peter givesus someingght asto why it isimportant not to be “bitter toward them” - cf.
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1Pe3:7
a. They arethe more delicate partner in the relationship (“aweaker vessdl”)
1) Capable of providing the motherly tenderness and sengtivity crucid in the early
development of children
2) Bitternesswill make the wife (mother) coarse and resentful, contributing to the
environment of a“dysfunctiond” family
b. They are“herstogether of the grace of life”
1) In Chrig, they are not just wives, they are “sgtersin Chrigt”
2) Therefore, worthy of love and honor, not bitterness!
c. How wetreat them determines the efficacy of our prayers (“that your prayers may not
be hindered”)!

[When husbands love their wives as Chrigt loves the Church, and are not bitter toward them, it is much
easer for wives to be submissve to their husbands. Since husbands are to be the “leader” in the family,
then let them show leadership by fulfilling their respongibility! | dare say that the wives will then gladly
follow, and the family (with our society) will benefit. Speaking of the family, what about the children?]

[11.CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS (20)

A. THE VALUE OF SUCH OBEDIENCE...
1. Itiswdl-pleasing to the Lord (it is certainly what He did - Lk 2:51-52)
2. It contains an important promise - cf. Ep 6:1-3

B. THE SERIOUSNESS OF REBELLIOUSNESS...
1. Consder how God viewed lack of obediencein the Old Testament...
a.  On par with witchcraft and idolatry! - 1 Sam 15:22-23
b. The punishment in some cases for rebdlious children was death! - Deu 21:18-21
2. Therefore, rebdliousnessis not to be taken lightly by parents...
a. Itisnot “just agtage they go through” (for some never leaveit)
b. Itisaserious problem that should concern us
c. Itisaproblem that requires much prayer for the wisdom to bring the child out of it!

[What can help the children to escape the ain of rebdlionisif ther fathers take to heart what issaid to
them...]

IV.FATHERS, DON'T PROVOKE YOUR CHILDREN (21)

A. FATHERSHAVE AN AWESOME RESPONSIBILITY...
1. They areto be understanding and compassionate, yet firm
a. Joshuawas grong in his resolve for hisfamily to serve the Lord - Josh 24:14-15
b. Eli, however, was condemned because of hisfallureto restrain hissons- 1 Sam 3:
11-14
2. They thus have the responshility to provide spiritud training for their children - Ep 6:4
a. They doit by their example - the following quotes are taken from “ The Father -
God’'s Representative In The Family”, printed in Pulpit Helps
1) *“A child tendsto look upon the Heavenly Father as he does his earthly father. If his
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earthly father iskind, loving, just, forgiving and good, a child will perceive of God as
the same. If, on the other hand, his earthly father is crud, unloving, unkind, the child
will perceive the heavenly Father in the same manner.”

2) “Generdly spesking, the concept which dl people have of God is the concept each
has of hisfather. Such isextremely difficult to erase. It isvitdly important for aman
to live the kind of life, and be the kind of person who is demondrating to his sons
and daughters what God isredlly like - for the father is God' s representative here
on earth. This provides an inestimable privilege, and aso a solemn responghility.”

b. They doit by their ingtruction (whether it be formd or informd, cf. Deu 6:6-7)

B. HOW CAN FATHERSBE GUILTY OF PROVOKING THEIR CHILDREN...?

1. By being unfar in their discpline
a. Punishing without farr warning
b. Showing favoritism in the exercise of discipline

2. By being hypocriticd in our teaching and example
a. “Doasl say, not as| do” hasno place in the vocabulary of Chridtian fathers
b. Not only does hypocrisy provoke children to wrath, it often isthe underlying reason

why children leave the faith!

[Asafather who is il involved in raising children, | know dl this does not come easy. But with the
help of God we can gpply these admonitions of the gpostle of our Lord. The remaining admonitions
would have fdlen under guiddinesfor the family in the First Century (A.D.), Snce most Chrigtians
would have ether been davesin another family or had some davesin their own family. Today,
however, | believe that we can till apply these versesto our business relationships...]

V. SERVANTS(EMPLOYEES), OBEY YOUR MASTERS (EMPLOYERY) (22-25)

A. THE MANNER OF OBEDIENCE ISCLEARLY DEFINED... (22-23)
1. “in ALL things” (except that which would violate God' s Will, of course - Ac 5:29)
2. Notwith “eye-service”
a. Grk., ophthalmodouleia { of-tha-mod-oo-li’ -ah}
b. Service performed [only] under the master’s eyes
1) For the master’ s eye usudly stimulates to greater diligence
2) Hisabsence, on the other hand, renders a duggish response
3. Not as“men-pleasers”
a. Grk., anthropareskos {anth-ro-par’ -es-kos}
b. Studying to please man, courting the favor of men
4. Butin“sincerity of heart”
a. “dncerity’ (angleness, KJV) comesfrom haplotes { hap-lot’ -ace}
b. Asused here, it means
1) Singleness, amplicity, Sncerity, mental honesty
2) Thevirtue of onewho is free from pretense and hypocrisy
3) Not sdf seeking, openness of heart manifesting itsdlf by generosity
5. And“fearing God"
a. Theword “fear” isfrom phobeo {fob-eh' -0}
b. Inreferenceto God, it means “to reverence, venerate, to treat with deference or
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reverentia obedience”’

c. ItisGod whom we should be concerned is watching, not man!

6. Weareto do our work “heartily, asto the Lord and not to me’

a. “heartily” isfrom psuche {psoo-khay'}

b. Which herelikely refersto “the seet of the fedings, desires, affections, aversons (our
heart, soul etc.)”

c. l.e, Weareto “put our heart into our work”

d. Just aswewould if wasthe Lord we were working for, for in redity, thet is actualy who
we are sarving!

B. THE LORD WILL JUDGE OUR SERVICE... (24-25)
1. Itisthe Lord Jesus Christ we serve, who has the ahility to provide our inheritance
2. But the one who doeswrong in his service to his master (employer) will be repaid wrong!
3. No patidity will be shown in rendering judgment for wrongdoing!
a. Beingadaveisno excusefor dack sarvice
b. Norisbeng aChrigian!
4. Evenif our masters (employers) are abusive, we areto do what isright! - 1 Pe 2:18-25

[And now, to those on the other end...]

VI.MASTERS (EMPLOYERS, SUPERVISORYS), BE JUST AND FAIR (4:1)

A. YOU DO NOT HAVE A RIGHT TO ABUSE THOSE UNDER YOU...
1. Youaretobe“just”

a. Grk., dikaios {dk’-ah-yos}

b. Asused here, it involves “rendering to each his due and that in ajudicid sense, passing
just judgment on others, whether expressed in words or shown by the manner of dedling
with thenT

2. Youaretobe“fair” (equa, KJV)
a. Grk., isotes {ee-sot’-ace}
b. It meansto show “equity, fairness, what is equitable”
3. InEp6:9, we seethat masters areto...
a. “dothe samething to them (daves)” (i.e., with good will doing service, asto the Lord)
b. “giving up threatening”
4. In other words, apply the “Golden Rule” - Mt 7:12

B. YOU ALSO HAVE A MASTER...!
1. Asamoativeto bejust and fair, areminder that even masters have aMagter in heaven
2. Aganin Ep 6:9, the point is made thet there is no partidity with your Master
a. Beingamadger (employer) does not give you any specid privilegesin His sight
b. Nor being a Chrigtian, if you are unfair and unjust to those under you!
3. Soif youwant your Master to be just and fair with you, then let Him be your role model
for how you ded with those under your respongbility!

CONCLUSION
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1. InCo2:3itissad of Chrig: “in whom are hidden dl the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
a. Thewisdom and knowledge that comes from Christ reaches to the relevant needs that we face
today, no matter how secular or mundane
b. Clearly the passage we have examined illudtrates this fact!

2. And sowith Chrigt asour Lord, we are truly complete: “And you are complete in Him, who isthe
head of dl principdity and power.” - CO 2:10

3. Imaginehow complete our families, our workplaces, would beif dl followed the “ Guidelines For
The Family And Business’ as reveded by the apostie Paull...
a. Familiesliving together in love and harmony!
b. Workplacesfilled with consderate, productive people!

4. We may not be able to change society totaly
a But at least we can gart with oursalves
b. And provide ademongtration of the wisdom of Chrigt in our own lives

Are you doing what you can to “prove (demondtrate) what is that good and acceptable and perfect will
of God’? - cf. Ro 12:2
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Essentials For Living The Christ-Like Life

Colossians 4:2-6

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthelast two chaptersin his epistle to the Colossans, the gpostle Paul exhorts them to live the kind
of life that demongrates their faith in Jesus Chrigt asthe * All-Sufficient And Preeminent Savior”
a InCo 3:1-11, Paul describesthe “basics” of Chridian living
b. InCo 3:12-17, Paul describesthe “ apparel” Christians are to wear
c. Andin Co 3:18-4:1, Paul discusses the “ guidelines’ to govern Chrigtian families

Prior to making his closng comments, he now gives three exhortations to his brethren in Chrigt that |

amcdling inthislesson, “ Essentials To Living The Christ-Like Life”

[Beginningin Co 4:2-4, then, the Colossans aswell asdl Chrigtians are exhorted to...]

|. CONTINUE IN PRAYER (2-4)

A. PRAYER THAT IS“FAITHFUL" ...
1. AsPaul writes, “ continue earnestly in prayer”

a

b.

Just as he wrote to the Romans - Ro 12:12
And dso to the Thessdonians-1 Th 5:17

2. That people fathfully continue in prayer was a concern of our Lord as well

a

b.

He taught a parable the men always ought to pray - Lk 18:1
He was concerned that when He returned, He might not find faith on the earth! - Lk
18:8

3. We have several wonderful examplesto serve as role models...

a

ooo

€.

David, aman after God's own heart - Ps 55:16-17

Daniel, aman greatly beloved by God - Dan 6:10

Anna, an elderly widow blessed to see the Christ-child - Lk 2:36-38

Of course, Paul himsdf- Co 1.9

And dso Epaphras, himself amember of the church a Colosse- Co 4:12

4. So many people pray only when thereisacriss - may that not be true of usl

B. PRAYER THAT IS*WATCHFUL" ...
1. OrasPaul putitinour text, “bevigilant in it”
2. On severd occasions, Jesus warned His disciplesto be watchful in prayer - Mt 13:32-33;
Mt 26:41
3. SoHisapostleswarn us...
a Pal,inEp 6:18

b.

Peter,in 1 Pet 4:7

4. Through “watchful” praying, we will not be caught unprepared by:
a. Satan, and the temptation to Sin

b.

Death, and the judgment to follow
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c. Chrigt, and the gloriesfor those who are ready when He comes again

C. PRAYER THAT IS*THANKFUL"...

1. “with thanksgiving”, Paul says

2. Throughout his epigtle to the Colossians, there has been an emphasis on being thankful - Co
1:3,12; 2:7; 3:15,17; 4.2

3. Assomeonesad, “We should thank God just asdiligently in our prayersaswe
make requestsof Him.” - cf. also Ph 4:6

4. Let'sbesureto”abound with thanksgiving” !
a. Espeddlyinlight of Ro 1:21
b. Where we see that ingratitude was one reason why God' s wrath was being reveded

from heaven!

D. PRAYER THAT IS“PURPOSEFUL" ...

1. AsPaul requested of his brethren in Colosse, “praying dso for us...”

2. Prayersare often too generd in their requests, lacking specific purpose

3. But asherein our text, Paul often asked for specific prayersin hisbehdf - eg., Ro 15:
30-32

4. From our text in Colossans and e sawhere, what specific requests can we make for those
who preach and teach God's Word?
a. Opportunity (“an opendoor”) - Co4:3; cf.2Th 3.1
b. Wisdom (“as| ought to speak”) - Co 4:4
c. Boldness- Ep 6:19-20

[Aswe endeavor to live a Chrig-like life, make the right kind of prayer acrucid dement! Prayer that is:
+ Faithful
*  Watchful
¢ Thankful
¢ Purpossful

The exhortationin ver se 5 of our text isaso crucid to living a Chrigt-like life, especidly when among
those who are not Chrigtians...]

Il. WALK IN WISDOM (5)

A. CHRISTIANSNEED TO BE CONCERNED WITH HOW THEY “WALK" ...
1. Inother words, how they conduct themselves
2. Weaetowak in wisdom especidly “toward those who are outside”
a. By proper conduct, we can influence them for good - eg., 1 Pe 3:1-2
b. Theworld is congtantly making judgments concerning us by our conduct, and according
to Jesus, thisisthar privilege - cf. Jn 13:35; 17:20-21
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B. ANOTHER REASON SUCH WISDOM ISIMPERATIVEIS“TIME" ...
1. Tobeexact, thelack of time! - cf. Ep 5:15-17
a. Thetimewe havein thislifeis short
b. We cannot afford to waste much of it through foolishness
c. And there are some people who need Christ whose time |eft on this earth is even shorter
than ourd!
2. So we need to “redeem’” thetime; i.e.,, make the most of the time we have

[Findly, aswe consder these “ Essentials To Living The Christ-Like Life” foundin our text, let’s
remember that it was said of Jesusthat people” ...marveled at the gracious wor ds which proceeded
out of Hismouth.” (Lk 4:22) AsHisdisciples, sowe should...]

I11.SPEAK WITH GRACE (6)

A. THE POWER OF THE TONGUE ISVIVIDLY ILLUSTRATED IN JAMESS...
1. It effectsthe entire body - Ja 3:2
2. It can have great destructive power - Ja 3:6
3. Itisinconsgent for usto useit for both good and evil - Ja 3:9-12

B. THEREFORE WE NEED TO LEARN TO SPEAK “WITH GRACE" ...

1. AsPaul dso commandedin Ep 5:29
a. No corrupt communication is to proceed out of our mouths
b. Only tha which edifies imparting “grace to the hearers’

2. Our speechisto be“ seasoned with salt”
a.  Not to be confused with the “sdty language” of some sailord!
b. But rather speech properly flavored so that it well received by others

3. We especidly need to watch our language around those who are NOT Chrigtians
a. “that you may know how to answer each one” - Co 4.6
b. “aservant of the Lord must not quarrd...” - 2 Ti 2:23-26

4. Arewe as careful with our own speech, as we want others to be with their lives?
a. Do we, who claim to be the disciples of Jesus Chridt...
b. ...pesk thewords of truth that come by Him in the same gracious manner He did?

CONCLUSION

1. Thesethree ample exhortations, if truly heeded, can have a powerful impact on our lives:
a. Our prayer life will likey be very different!
b. Our walk (conduct) will be noted for its wisdom
c. Our speech will be a source of encouragement to others

2. Thisisthe essence of following Jesus Christ! To dlow Him to so livein usthat by God' s grace we
experience atransformation that affects every agpect of our lives!

Speaking of the grace of God, have you taken advantage of what time it is...? (2 Co 6:1-2)
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God's“ Second String”

Colossians 4:7-18

INTRODUCTION

1. We have stressed throughout this study of Colossansthat we are “ completein Christ” - Co 2:9

2. Tobe*completein Chrigt”, or “perfect in Christ” (Co 1:28), is certainly to be the god of
every Chridian...
a.  Doesthis mean that those who arein Chrigt are to be exactly dikein every way?
b. Should we expect every mature Christian to be duplicates of one another in ability and service?

3. No, it does not, and that becomes especialy clear as we consider Paul’ s dlosng comments
concerning severd individuas who were insrumentd to the success of Paul’ s ministry

4. Reading Paul’s comments about these individuas reminds me of the key to any successful sports
team: the strength of the “ second string” that supports the key players

5. Soaswe cometo thislast section of the Book of Colossians, | hope we do not consider these
closng comments of Paul as something to quickly gloss over
a. There are important lessons we can glean from these verses
b. Wearereminded of the need and the value of “ God's Second String”

[Firgt, we are introduced to...]

|. THE MEN WHO WERE MESSENGERS (7-9)

A. TYCHICUS... (7-8)
1. Described as“abeoved brother, afathful minister, and afdlow servant in the Lord’
a. Weread of himin Ac 20:7, as one of those who accompanied Paull
b. AganinEp 6:21-22, where he performed the same duties as outlined in Co 4:7-8
c. Andds0inTi 3:12and 2 Ti 4:12, where he continues to serve Paul as a messenger
2. Hemight have been one of the brethren referred to in 2 Co 8:23, who were cdled
“messengers of the churches, the glory of Chrigt”

B. ONESIMUS... (9)
1. Also“afaithful and beloved brother”
2. Who was from Colosse (cf., “who is one of you’)
3. Welearn from the Epigtle to Philemon that Onesmus was arunaway dave who was
converted by Paul and sent back to Philemon
4. He, too, was serving as amessenger for Paul

[Because of men like these, the influence of the apostles was able to soread much farther than if they
were by themsdlves. And that aso means the influence of the gospd spread much farther! Next, we
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read of...]

Il. THE MEN WHO WERE COMFORTERS (10-11)

A. ARISTARCHUS... (10A)
1. A “fdlow prisone”
2. Hedso had been afdlow traveer of Paul - Ac 20:4
a. Who nearly logt hislifeto theriot in Ephesus- Ac 19:29
b. Who sailed with Paul to Rome - Ac 27:2
3. And was now in Rome with Paul, sending gregtings

B. MARK... (10B)

1. Thewriter of the second Gospedl, he was the cousin (nephew) of Barnabas
a. Thechurchin Jerusdlem met in hismother’s house - Ac 12:12
b. Started out with Paul and Barnabas on their first journey, but then turned back - Ac 13:

1-13

c. Helater became abone of contention between Paul and Barnabas - Ac 15:36-41
d. But eventudly proved “profitable” to Paul for service-2 Ti 4:11

2.. BEven now, heisinduded with those who Paul said “proved to be a comfort to me”

C. JESUS, CALLED JUSTUS... (11)
1. Littleisknown of this man, except that he was a Jew (“of the circumcison’) and a “felow
worker for the kingdom’
2. He, too, was a comfort to Paul

[No man can produce what they are capable of producing, unless they receive the right kind of
encouragement. Just as Barnabas (the “son of encouragement” - Ac 4:36) had been the one to
encourage a young man who made a mistake (i.e., John Mark) and made him profitable, so now that
young man with two others were comforting the gpostle Paul in histrids. With such comfort, Paul was
able to continue hiswork while awaiting trial before Caesar. Now let’snotice...]

[1I.THE MAN WHO PRAYED (12-13)

A. EPAPHRAS WHO STARTED THE CHURCH AT COLOSSE... (12a)
1. Hewasfrom Colosse (“one of you’) - Co 1:7-8
2. He cared deeply for them and those in Laodicea and Hierapolis
3. Hetoo was a“fdlow prisoner” (Phile 23); what could he do for those so far away?

B. EPAPHRAS, A MAN OF PRAYER... (12b-13)
1. Hecould at least pray for his brethren!
2. And pray hedid...
a. Heprayed“congtantly” (“dways’)
b. He prayed “fervently” (“laboring fervently”)
c. Heprayed“personally” (“for you’)
d. Heprayed “with agoal in mind” (“that you may stand perfect and complete...”)
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[Just as one does not have to be on the court to contribute to a team' s success, one does not have to be
present to be ablessing to others So Paul himsalf redlized, and often solicited the prayers of others on
hisbehdf (eg., 2 Th 3:1-2). On abittersweet note, we now consider...]

IV.TWO MEN OF CONTRAST (14)

A. LUKE, THE “BELOVED PHYSICIAN"...
1. A fdlow travder with Paul on anumber of hisjourneys- Ac 16:10; 20:5; 27;1 (note the
persona pronoun “we")
2. Hewas used by the Holy Spirit to write over half of the New Testament!
a. He penned both the Gospel of L uke and the Book of Acts
b. Intota volume, they congtitute the mgority of the New Testament
3. Hewasfathful to Paul totheend -2 Ti 4:11

B. DEMAS, WHO LATER FORSOOK PAUL...
1. At thetime Colossans and Philemon was written, Demas was a “fdlow |aborer”
2. But not long after, it was said of him, “Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present
world” - 2 Ti 4:10

CONCLUSION

1. Demas sarves as a sober reminder of the need to remain steadfast to the end - cf. dso Re 2: 10

2. But the othersin this passage remind us that the spread of the gospd during the first century was not
accomplished through the efforts of greet men like Paul and the twelve gpostles done

3. Itwasgreatly asssted by humble men and women willing to serve as“ God' s Second String” ...
a.  Who served as messengers, comforters, prayer warriors, and servants to those in positions of
greater influence than themsdves (7-14)
b. Who opened their hearts and their homes to the service of the church, as did Nymphas (15)

4. |If the gospel isto spread today, thereisaso aneed for “ God's Second String” ...!
a. Arewe willing to do whatever we can in the service to the Lord, whether it be great or smdl|?
b. Then let Paul closing remarks to aman named Archippus serve as an admonition to us as well:

“Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may
fulfill it.” - Co4:17

5. Whatever our cdling, whatever our ability, let us be faithful to the Lord!

As Paul closed his epistle to the Colossans in his own persond handwriting (18), so we close this series
of sarmon outlines “ Grace bewith you. Amen’

If we truly let Jesus be our “ All-Sufficient And Preeminent Savior”, then God' s grace will certainly
be with ug!
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