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alm
ost 50,000 other Jew

ish exiles. H
e w

as probably a relatively
young m

an at the beginning of his prophetic m
inistry (cf. 2:4)

w
hile H

aggai m
ight have been considerably older.

Z
echariah =

 “W
hom

 Y
ahw

eh R
em

em
bers.”

Son of B
erechiah =

 “Y
ahw

eh B
lesses.”

Son of Iddo =
 “T

he A
ppointed T

im
e.”

[Som
e confused: no w

ord for “grandson”; i.e., G
en 31:28, et al.]

[N
ote also how

 the H
oly Spirit dw

ells on the m
eaning of nam

es,
and their order, in the case of M

elchizedek in H
ebrew

s 7:2.  T
he

G
enealogy in G

enesis 5 is another provocative exam
ple.  See T

he
F

lood of N
oah B

riefing Package or our G
enesis C

om
m

entary for
further details.]

N
ehem

iah speaks of an Iddo as one of the priestly fam
ilies

returning to Judah (N
eh 12:4, 16).  B

oth Jerem
iah (Jer 1:1) and

E
zekiel (E

zek 1:3) w
ere also priests.

T
here are 29 “Z

echariahs” in the O
T

; at least 30 total.

M
t 23:35: “T

hat upon you m
ay com

e all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth, from

 the blood of righteous A
bel unto the blood

of Z
acharias son of B

arachias, w
hom

 ye slew
 betw

een the tem
ple

and the altar.”

Jew
ish T

argum
 states that Z

echariah the son of Iddo w
as slain in

the sanctuary and that he w
as both prophet and priest.  N

eh 12:4
includes Iddo as one of the heads of a priestly fam

ily.

Jospehus (in W
ar of the Jew

s, iv. 5, 34) m
entions the m

urder of
“Z

echarias, the son of B
aruch (B

arachiah?) A
s perpetrated in the

T
em

ple by the Z
ealots just before the destruction of Jerusalem

(E
llicots’s C

om
m

entary on the W
hole B

ible).

[It is possible, but not probable, that our L
ord w

as referring to the
m

artyrdom
 of Z

echariah the son of Jehoiada, w
ho w

as stoned to
death in the court of the T

em
ple (2 C

hr 24:20, 21).]

Z
echariah, in effect, closes the O

T
.  L

uke opens w
ith the account

of another Z
echariah (“Y

ahw
eh R

em
em

bers”) and his w
ife

E
lisabeth (“H

is O
ath”).  A

lso a priest, the angel ends 400 years

Z
ech

ariah

T
h

e A
p

o
calyp

se o
f th

e O
ld

 T
estam

en
t

T
h

e M
o

st M
essian

ic b
o

o
k o

f th
e O

T

O
ften called the A

pocalypse of the O
T

, it presents the M
essiah as:

T
he B

ranch w
ho w

ill rem
ove iniquity;

T
he Stone;

H
is T

hrone;
H

is T
em

ple;
T

he C
om

ing K
ing;

T
he Shepherd;

T
he T

rium
phal E

ntry, on a donkey;
H

is B
etrayal for 30 pieces of silver;

H
is C

rucifixion, and
H

is Second C
om

ing: “looking upon m
e w

hom
 they pierced.”

It also focuses on the D
ay of Y

H
W

H
, the return of Israel in

unbelief, and their passing through the G
reat T

ribulation; the
siege of Jerusalem

 by the confederated G
entile pow

ers, and their
deliverance by K

ing M
essiah.

Z
echariah also gives us the only physical description of the

A
ntichrist in the Scripture.

[It also seem
s to suggest a neutron bom

b in C
hapter 14.]

It also m
ay hold the solution to the enigm

a of “M
ystery B

abylon”
and its relation to literal B

abylon in prophecy.

T
his m

ost challenging little book is second only to Isaiah in its
distinctiveness and im

portance as a M
essianic prophet.

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

T
he postexilic Prophet Z

echariah w
as a L

evite born in B
abylon

(N
eh 12:1, 16).

Z
echariah w

as a contem
porary of H

aggai the prophet, Z
erubbabel

the governor, and Joshua the high priest (E
zra 5:1-2; Z

ech 3:1;
4:6; 6:11). Z

echariah returned to Jerusalem
 from

 B
abylon w

ith



Page 7
Page 6

L
evitical sacrifices w

ere soon reinstituted on a rebuilt altar of
burnt offering (E

zra 3:1-6), and in the second year of their return
the foundation of the tem

ple w
as laid (E

zra 3:8-13; 5:16).
H

ow
ever, external oppression and internal depression halted the

rebuilding of the tem
ple for about 16 m

ore years of spiritual
apathy till the rule of the Persian K

ing D
arius H

ystaspis (522-486
B.C.).

In the second regnal year of D
arius (520 B.C.) G

od raised up
H

aggai the prophet to encourage the Jew
s in rebuilding (E

zra
5:1-2; H

ag 1:1). H
aggai preached four serm

ons in four m
onths

and then disappeared from
 the scene. T

w
o m

onths after H
aggai

delivered his first serm
on, Z

echariah began his prophetic m
inis-

try (cf. H
ag 1:1; Z

ech 1:1), encouraging the people to spiritual
renew

al and m
otivating them

 to rebuild the tem
ple by revealing

to them
 G

od’s plans for Israel’s future. W
ith this prophetic

encouragem
ent the people com

pleted the tem
ple reconstruction

in 515 B.C. (E
zra 6:15).

T
he dated portions of Z

echariah’s prophecy fall w
ithin the period

of the rebuilding of the tem
ple. T

he undated prophecies of
Z

echariah 9-14 w
ere probably w

ritten m
uch later in his m

inistry.
A

ccording to Jew
ish tradition, Z

echariah w
as a m

em
ber of the

G
reat Synagogue, a council originated by N

ehem
iah and com

-
posed of 120 m

em
bers.  E

zra is said to have been the president
of this council, w

hich w
as later succeeded by the Sanhedrin. T

he
follow

ing sum
m

ary com
pares significant dates in the m

inistries
of H

aggai and Z
echariah:

D
ates o

f K
ey E

ven
ts

A
ugust 29, 520 B.C.

H
aggai’s first serm

on (H
ag 1:1-11; E

zra 5:1)
Septem

ber 21, 520
T

em
ple building resum

ed (H
ag 1:12-15; E

zra
5:2)

O
ctober 17, 520

H
aggai’s second serm

on (H
ag 2:1-9)

O
ctober - N

ovem
ber

Z
echariah’s m

inistry begun (Z
ech 1:1-6)

D
ecem

ber 18, 520
H

aggai’s third and fourth serm
ons (H

ag 2:10-
23)

February 15, 519
Z

echariah’s eight visions (Z
ech 1:7-6:8)

D
ecem

ber 7, 518
D

elegation from
 B

ethel (Z
ech 7)

M
arch 12, 515

T
em

ple dedicated (E
zra 6:15-18)

[D
ates according to W

alvoord and Z
uck]

of silence w
ith the announcem

ent of the forthcom
ing birth of

John the B
aptist.

W
ritten 520 B.C.; contem

poraneous w
ith H

aggai (E
zra 5:1; 6:14).

Z
echariah contains m

ore M
essianic prophecies than all of the

other “M
inor” prophets put together.

“M
inor” is a designation from

 their length (although Z
echariah

is the longest of them
).  In the H

ebrew
 Scriptures, they are “T

he
T

w
elve” and form

 a part of the nebhi’im
 ‘aharonim

, the latter
prophets.  A

m
ong these, Z

echariah is the preem
inent.

It is the longest book of the 12 “M
inor” prophets, and it is the m

ost
frequently quoted:

71
quotes or allusions in N

T
; 1/3 of these in the G

ospels;
31

[nam
e of G

od, E
l] in R

evelation;
20 from

 C
hapters 1-8;

8 from
 C

hapters 9-14.

T
h

e H
isto

rical B
ackg

ro
u

n
d

 o
f Z

ech
ariah

[E
xcerpted from

 John W
alvoord and R

oy Z
uck, T

he B
ible

K
now

ledge C
om

m
entary.]

T
he fall of Jerusalem

 to the arm
ies of N

ebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C.
m

arked the finale of the kingdom
 of Judah, m

uch as the earlier
defeat at the hands of the A

ssyrians in 722 B.C. brought to an end
the N

orthern K
ingdom

 of Israel. M
ost of Jerusalem

’s inhabitants
w

ere deported to B
abylon for a period of about 70 years, as

prophesied by the Prophet Jerem
iah (Jer 25:11; 29:10).

D
uring this E

xile the Prophet D
aniel received the revelation that

G
entile kingdom

s w
ould be dom

inant over Judah and Israel until
G

od w
ould set up H

is kingdom
 on the earth under the rule of the

M
essiah (D

an 2; 7). T
his period w

as referred to by Jesus C
hrist

as “the tim
es of the G

entiles” (L
k 21:24).

W
hen the B

abylonian E
m

pire fell to the Persian E
m

pire (539
B.C.), C

yrus the G
reat decreed (2 C

hr 36:22, 23) that the Jew
s

could return to Jerusalem
 to rebuild their tem

ple (E
zra 1:2-4; cf.

Isa 44:28). H
ow

ever, only a sm
all m

inority of about 50,000 Jew
s

(including H
aggai and Z

echariah) returned under the leadership
of Z

erubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest (E
zra 2).
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H
isto

ric In
terlu

d
e: 1:7 - 8

Q
ueries regarding feast days (Z

echariah w
as also a priest).

M
essian

ic P
ro

p
h

ecies: 1:9 - 11

First A
dvent of C

hrist: 9-11
Second C

om
ing: 12-14

T
he text suggests that Z

echariah w
as a young m

an w
hen he

received his visions in C
hapters 1-8.  C

hapters 9-14 w
ere prob-

ably w
ritten m

uch later, in Z
echariah’s old age.  If Z

echariah w
as

30 years old w
hen he w

rote the 1
st eight chapters, he m

ust have
been 70 w

hen he w
rote the last six chapters.  H

is age, and the
changes in political circum

stances (the revolt of E
gypt in 486 B.C.

and death of D
arius in 485 B.C.) account for the differences in

style, outlook, and them
es betw

een C
hapters 1-8 and 9-14.

T
he G

reek m
anuscript found in the D

ead Sea Scrolls contains the
end of Z

echariah 8 and the beginning of Z
echariah 9, w

ith no gap
or space betw

een the tw
o chapters.

Z
echariah continued to m

inister long after H
aggai’s brief 5-

m
onth m

inistry from
 A

ug 29 to D
ecem

ber 18, 520 B.C.  Z
echariah’s

m
inistry m

ay have stretched as long as 50 years, from
 520 B.C.  to

470 B.C.  [A
 chronology of relevant events w

ill be appended w
ith

the notes on Z
echariah 9.]

*  *  *

Z
ech

ariah
 1

T
h

e C
all to

 R
ep

en
tan

ce

T
his call to repentance establishes the prerequisite for the spiri-

tual blessings prom
ised to Israel in the eight (ten?) visions to

follow
.  G

.L
. R

obinson has called this “one of the strongest and
m

ost intensely spiritual calls to repentance to be found in the O
ld

T
estam

ent.”

G
od w

ould not bestow
 com

fort on unrepentant hearts. G
od’s

covenants w
ith A

braham
 (cf. G

en 12:2-3; 15:5-21) and D
avid

T
h

e U
n

ity o
f th

e B
o

o
k

T
he argum

ents for a later date generally em
phasize stylistic

differences and alleged historical discrepancies. Such argum
ents

have been answ
ered satisfactorily by conservative scholars w

ho
have dem

onstrated that the entire B
ook of Z

echariah w
as indeed

w
ritten by the prophet. [Freem

an, pp. 337-44; U
nger, pp. 12-4;

see also B
aron, pp. 261-282; Pusey, vol.II, pp. 327-338; L

ange,
pp. 11-16].  T

he differences in subject m
atter, literary style, and

probably a later period in Z
echariah’s life account adequately for

the stylistic differences found in C
hapters 9-14.

[T
he reference to G

reece in 9:13 does not require a late date if one
accepts the reality of predictive prophecy.]

A
 related challenge em

erges from
 M

atthew
 27:9,10, w

hich
assigns Z

echariah 11:12 to Jerem
iah.  T

he T
alm

ud specifically
states (B

aba B
athra) that Jerem

iah w
as arranged by the Jew

s in
their canon as the first of the prophets.  In this w

ay Jerem
iah lent

his nam
e to all the prophetic books, and M

atthew
 so treats it.

[Feinberg, G
od R

em
em

bers, p. 10.]

T
he L

ord Jesus received all T
he T

w
elve as the Scripture of G

od.
Josephus and others present the book of Z

echariah just as w
e now

have it.

O
u

tlin
e

In
tro

: 1:1 - 6

E
ight (or T

en re: M
cG

ee) V
isions (in one night!): 1:7 - 6:15

R
iders under M

yrtle T
rees: 1:7-17

Four H
orns: 1:18-19

Four Sm
iths: 1:20-21

M
an w

ith M
easuring L

ine: 2
Joshua and Satan: 3:1-7
T

he B
ranch: 3:8-10

L
am

pstand and T
w

o O
live T

rees: 4
Flying R

oll: 5:1-4
W

om
an and the E

phah: 5:5-11
Four C

hariots: 6
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“C
am

e the w
ord of the L

ord unto Z
echariah” occurs 14 tim

es in
this book.  Sam

e expression H
aggai used.  H

ere is identified the
real author of this book!

H
e w

as the son of B
erekiah and the grandson of Iddo the priest.

E
zra and N

ehem
iah referred to him

 as “a descendant of Iddo”
(E

zra 5:1; 6:14; cf. N
eh 12:4, 16), im

plying perhaps that his
father had died young and Z

echariah becam
e the successor of his

grandfather (cf. N
eh 12:4, 16). So, like Jerem

iah and E
zekiel

before him
, Z

echariah w
as both a prophet and a priest.

Son of Iddo =
 “(A

t) T
he A

ppointed T
im

e.”
Son of B

erechiah =
 “Y

ahw
eh B

lesses.”
Z

echariah =
 “W

hom
 Y

ahw
eh R

em
em

bers.”

2]
T

he L
ord hath been sore displeased w

ith your fathers.

“Sore displeased” =
 lit. “A

ngry w
ith anger”; em

phasized by three
gram

m
atical devices: the initial position of the verb in the

sentence; the use of the cognate accusative (“to be angry w
ith

anger,” a H
ebraism

 m
eaning to be “severely angry;” the choice

of the w
ord qatsaph, further em

phasizes G
od’s keen displeasure.

[34X
: w

roth 22, w
rath 5, displeased 3, angry 2, angered 1, fret 1.

to be displeased, be angry, fret oneself, be w
roth; provoke to

w
rath or anger; to put oneself in a rage, anger oneself.]

T
his w

arning stating not to repeat the errors of their fathers is
sim

ilar to Paul’s in 1 C
or 10:11.

T
his w

arning for the present (v.2) extended divine grace (v.3)
and drew

 its severity from
 the threefold lesson from

 the past:

disobedience (v4);
delay (v.5) and
doubt (v.6).

B
oth testam

ents affirm
 G

od’s w
rath as w

ell as H
is love (E

x 34:6-
7; D

eut 7:7-11; Jn 3:15, 36). G
od w

ill deal w
ith sin (2 Pet 3:9).

3]
T

herefore say thou unto them
, T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; T

urn ye unto m
e,

saith the L
ord of hosts, and I w

ill turn unto you, saith the L
ord of hosts.

(cf. 2 Sam
 7:8-16) rendered certain the fulfillm

ent of H
is pur-

poses for Israel. B
ut those covenants did not nullify the need for

each generation of Israelites to be obedient to G
od in order to

experience H
is prom

ised blessings. W
hat are the im

plications
here for us as C

hristians?

1]
In the eighth m

onth, in the second year of D
arius, cam

e the w
ord of the L

ord
unto Z

echariah, the son of B
erechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,

E
ighth m

onth (w
hich began O

ctober 27, 520 B.C.) =
 N

ovem
ber.

H
aggai had begun in the 6

th m
onth of that year and prophesied in

Sept, O
ct., and D

ec., but not N
ov.  Z

echariah seem
s to have filled

a gap of som
e kind.  [H

aggai’s tim
ing: see K

aiser, p.286.]

[C
onvinced, but can’t prove, dates are significant, re: D

an 9, G
en

8:4, et al.]

H
aggai’s task w

as to rouse the people to continue the task they
had started 16 years earlier.  Z

echariah’s task w
as to focus on a

com
plete spiritual revival.

Significant is the fact that a Jew
ish prophet dated his prophecy

according to the reign of a G
entile m

onarch, rather than by
Judean kings in the line of D

avid.  T
his w

as a vivid rem
inder to

all of Z
echariah’s hearers that “the tim

es of the G
entiles” (C

f.
L

uke 21:24; D
an 2; 7) w

ere in progress and that no descendant
of D

avid w
as sitting on the throne in Jerusalem

 (cf. H
osea 3:4-5).

D
arius I, the G

reat w
as an A

chem
aenid prince, the son of

H
ystaspes, w

ho saved the Persian em
pire in the revolt that

follow
ed the death of his predecessor, C

am
byses II (530-522

B.C.), w
ho in turn succeeded C

yrus the G
reat w

ho founded the
m

ighty Persian em
pire w

hich ruled the w
orld for over tw

o
centuries (539-331 B.C.).  It w

as this D
arius w

ho is so prom
inent

in the datings of the books of H
aggai and Z

echariah, w
ho is no

less fam
ous archaeologically.  It w

as he w
ho recorded his

trium
ph over his enem

ies trilingually on the fam
ed rock of

B
ehistun, the decipherm

ent of w
hich furnished the key to un-

locking B
abylonian-A

ssyrian cunneiform
, the w

edge-shaped
w

riting of antiquity.

Four sum
m

ons (1:3-6) delivered three m
onths before the eight

night visions (1:7-6:8); 18 years since C
yrus issued his fam

ous
decree allow

ing the Jew
s to return to their land.
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 5]
Y

our fathers, w
here [are] they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?

T
w

o rhetorical questions w
hich highlight the brevity of hum

an
life (and thus the hazard of delay in repentance!).

[H
ow

 m
any “w

eekends” do you have left?]

“L
ord, teach us to num

ber our nanoseconds...”
Ps 90:12, (Intel version)

W
e m

ust count on the unchangableness of our L
ord’s W

ord
if w

e w
ish to do anything that lasts.

6]
B

ut m
y w

ords and m
y statutes, w

hich I com
m

anded m
y servants the prophets,

did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, L
ike as the

L
ord of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our w

ays, and according to
our doings, so hath he dealt w

ith us.

“B
ut...”: this being w

ith a strong adversative.  G
od’s W

ord is
perm

anent, unchangeable, im
m

utable. [W
e need to distinguish

betw
een the w

eakness and fragility of the best of G
od’s ser-

vants—
including televangelists and pastors—

and the abiding
veracity and eternal effectiveness of the m

essage these prophets
bring!]

“D
id not m

y w
ords overtake your fathers?” L

ike a highw
ay

patrolm
an pulling a speeder over, G

od’s W
ord w

ill nail us w
ith

precision for every infraction...

“O
vertake” is direct quote from

 M
oses (D

eut 28:15, 45).

W
hile there w

ere external sym
bols of a turning back to G

od, such
as sackcloth (Jonah 3:6,8; N

eh 9:1; D
an 9:3; Joel 1:8; Isa 58:5)

and ashes (E
st 4:3; D

an 9:3; Isa 58:5), it is m
ore im

portant to rend
our hearts (Joel 2:13).

Is it tim
e to “turn 18” in your life?

N
ow

 are a series of eight (10? R
e: M

cG
ee, L

uck, et al.) visions
given in a single night, w

hich bridge the centuries betw
een the

rebuilding of the T
em

ple until the kingdom
 is restored to Israel

under the M
essiah (A

cts 1:6, 15:16).

“T
hus saith the L

ord of T
sabaoth” - 52X

 in this book (3X
 in this

verse; 18X
 in C

hapter 8).

ta;b;C] T
sabaoth, (plural); ab;C;, tsaba (singular); “that w

hich goes
forth, arm

y, w
ar, w

arfare, host;

host (of an organized arm
y);

host (of angels);
of sun, m

oon, and stars;
of w

hole creation;
w

ar, w
arfare, service, go out to w

ar; service.”

[485 occurrences:  host 393, w
ar 41, arm

y 29, battle 5, service 5,
appointed tim

e 3, w
arfare 2, soldiers 1, com

pany 1, m
isc 5;]

A
rm

ies of Israel (Judg 5:14; 1 Sam
 17:45);

A
rm

ies of heaven (1 K
gs 22:19; L

k 2:13; R
ev 19:14).

“(R
e)T

urn”: to the L
ord. In all of Scripture, this is the one

prerequisite to receiving any of G
od’s blessings.  (Isa 55:6-7; Joel

2:12-13; M
al 3:7; M

t 3:7; 4:17; A
cts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 17:30;

20:21; 26:20; 2 C
or 7:10).

A
re people today any m

ore heavenly inclined than those of
Z

echariah’s day? (!)  Personal repentance is alw
ays a prerequisite

for any fellow
ship w

ith the L
iving L

ord (1 Jn 1:9).

W
e m

ust be responsive to the lessons of history if w
e do not

w
ish to be destroyed.

4]
B

e ye not as your fathers, unto w
hom

 the form
er prophets have cried, saying,

T
hus saith the L

ord of hosts; T
urn ye now

 from
 your evil w

ays, and [from
]

your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto m
e, saith the L

ord.

It is risky business to w
aste the lessons of previous generations.

“H
istory teaches that m

an learns nothing from
 history.” —

H
egel

A
 call to repentance, one of the principal goals of all prophecy.

Is it effective in your life?

W
e m

ust realize how
 brief the tim

e and opportunities are if
w

e w
ish to do anything positive.



Page 15
Page 14

T
he m

an riding the red horse w
as, apparently, the leader, receiv-

ing reconnaissance reports from
 the rest.  (T

he other riders are
only im

plied; only their horses are m
entioned.)  H

e is seen
“standing” (astride his horse). [N

ote v.10]  H
e is identified in v.11

as the A
ngel of the L

ord.  H
e is the center of all history.

A
ngel of the L

O
R

D: G
en 16:7 is the first reference in the O

ld
T

estam
ent to “the A

ngel of the L
O

R
D” (lit., “the A

ngel of
Y

ahw
eh”).  In E

xodus 23:20-21, G
od’s “nam

e” w
as “in” this

one. T
his A

ngel is identified w
ith Y

ahw
eh in G

en 16:13, as w
ell

as in 22:11-12; 31:11, 13; 48:16; Judg 6:11, 16, 22; 13:22-23;
Z

ech 3:1-2.  A
nd yet the A

ngel is distinct from
 Y

ahw
eh (G

en
24:7; 2 Sam

 24:16; Z
ech 1:12). T

hus, “the A
ngel of the L

O
R

D”
m

ay refer to a theophany of the preincarnate C
hrist (cf. G

en 18:1-
2; 19:1; N

um
 22:22; Judg 2:1-4; 5:23; Z

ech 12:8).

[D
on’t confuse H

im
 w

ith “the angel that talked w
ith m

e,”
Z

echariah’s interpreter (1:8; 2:3; 4:1,5; 5:5; 6:4).]

R
ed suggests w

ar and judgm
ent (R

ev 19:11; the treader of the
w

inepress, Isa 63:1-6); w
hite, righteousness, m

ercy, and peace.
“Speckled,” “sorrel,” “taw

ny” (translated “brow
n” or “speck-

led”) is unclear, used only here in the O
T

.   (T
he A

ngel of the L
ord

is not on the w
hite horse, perhaps to avoid confusion w

ith regard
to R

ev 6:2.) T
he present participle here m

eans that the riders
(only im

plied) w
ere in the act of riding at the tim

e of the vision.

C
hrist is said to be “

am
ong the m

yrtle trees.”
  T

he m
yrtle, or

hadassah shrub (the Jew
ish form

 of the nam
e E

sther), w
as an

indigenous shrub that grew
 all over Israel and w

as a popular
nam

e for Israel.  (A
lso, featured in the ritual of constructing

booths in the celebration of the Feast of T
abernacles (N

eh 8:15;
L

ev 23:33-44); suggestive of the m
illennium

 (Isa 41:19; 55:13).
H

e w
as located “

in the hollow
.”

  hL;xCm], m
etsulah, “a deep place,”

“a low
 ravine.”  T

his w
as a low

 tim
e in the nation’s history, a

period of deep hum
iliation.  T

he “tim
es of the G

entiles” had
begun (L

uke 21:24).

9]
T

hen said I, O
 m

y lord, w
hat [are] these? A

nd the angel that talked w
ith [in?]

m
e said unto m

e, I w
ill shew

 thee w
hat these [be].

T
he interrogation elem

ent is present in each elem
ent of the

visions.  D
on’t assum

e that “the angel that talked w
ith m

e” is

E
ach has a sim

ilar pattern: introductory w
ords, a description of

things seen, a question of the angel for its m
eaning, and an

explanation by the angel.

V
isio

n
 o

f th
e R

id
er A

m
o

n
g

 th
e M

yrtle T
rees

7]
U

pon the four and tw
entieth day of the eleventh m

onth, w
hich [is] the m

onth
Shebat, in the second year of D

arius, cam
e the w

ord of the L
ord unto

Z
echariah, the son of B

erechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,

T
he day the visions cam

e w
as the 24th day of the 11th (Jew

ish)
m

onth of D
arius’ second regnal year (February 15, 519 B.C.).

Shebat w
as the B

abylonian nam
e of the 11

th m
onth, adopted by

the Jew
s after the E

xile. T
his date w

as five m
onths after the

building of the tem
ple w

as resum
ed (H

ag 1:14-15; 2:15), three
m

onths after Z
echariah’s first prophecy (Z

ech 1:1), and tw
o

m
onths after H

aggai’s last prophecy (H
ag 2:20—

a prophecy
regarding the destruction of w

orld pow
ers before the m

illennial
rule of the M

essiah; cf. H
ag 2:21-23).

T
he 24

th day of the m
onth is specified in tw

o other occasions
during this period after the exile: H

ag 1:15 and 2:10, 18, 20.  T
his

w
as the day w

hen the w
ork on the T

em
ple w

as resum
ed.  Israel’s

obedience seem
s to be m

em
orialized by further revelations.

T
he eight prophecies appear in a chiastic pattern, w

ith the
theological clim

ax com
ing in the 4

th and 5
th visions (w

ith the 2
nd

&
 3

rd, 4
th and 5

th, and the 6
th and 7

th in pairs) [K
aiser, p. 303].

a)
T

he calm
 before the international storm

 (1:7-17);
b)

W
atching the nations punish one another (1:18-21);

b)
E

xpecting the glory of G
od on E

arth (2:1-13);
c) R

em
oval of sin all in one day (3:1-10);

c) R
eceiving G

od’s Spirit for H
is w

ork (4:1-14);
b)

Purging evil from
 Israel [M

an’s glory positioned for
judgm

ent?] (5:5-11);
a)

E
xecuting judgm

ent on the G
entile N

ations (6:1-15)

8]
I saw

 by night, and [behold!] a m
an riding upon a red horse, and he stood

am
ong the m

yrtle trees that w
ere in the bottom

; and behind him
 w

ere there red
horses, speckled, and w

hite.

H
e saw

: he w
as aw

ake, as indicated by his questions (v.9) and
interruptions (3:5).
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T
h

ree D
eclaratio

n
s an

d
 F

o
u

r W
o

rd
s o

f C
o

m
fo

rt

[N
ote: T

he L
ord and the A

ngel of the L
ord, and the A

ngel w
ho

has been talking w
ith him

 are distinctly separate persons here.]

14]
So the angel that com

m
uned w

ith m
e said unto m

e, C
ry thou, saying, T

hus
saith the L

ord of hosts; I am
 jealous for Jerusalem

 and for Z
ion w

ith a great
jealousy.

[1] G
od is zealous for Jerusalem

.

T
he focal point of the prophecy: the zeal of the L

ord:  an;q; qana’
{kaw

-naw
’} (From

 the A
rabic root, qana’a, “to becom

e very
red.) [33X

: - jealous 10, envy 9, jealousy 5, envious 4, zealous 2,
very 2, zeal 1, to envy, be jealous, be envious, be zealous to
provoke to jealous anger, cause jealousy.]

G
od is spoken of as being “zealous” or “jealous” (E

x 20:5; 34:14;
D

eut 5:9).  Indeed, a devouring fire (D
eut 4:24; 6:15; 29:18,19;

32:16,21).

15]
A

nd I am
 very sore displeased w

ith the heathen [that are] at ease: for I w
as but

a little displeased, and they helped forw
ard the affliction.

[2] G
od is exceedingly angry w

ith the nations.

H
ow

 about today?

16]
T

herefore thus saith the L
ord; I am

 returned to Jerusalem
 w

ith m
ercies: m

y
house shall be built in it, saith the L

ord of hosts, and a line shall be stretched
forth upon Jerusalem

.

[3] (Im
plicit:) G

od w
ill judge these nations (Joel 3:1ff; Z

ech
6:1-8)

N
o

w
, F

o
u

r C
o

m
fo

rtin
g

 W
o

rd
s:

[1] T
he M

essiah w
ill com

e to Jerusalem
.

T
he glory of the L

ord (Shekinah) had departed: from
 the H

oly of
H

olies, to the porch of the T
em

ple, out to the eastern gate, finally
up to the M

ount of O
lives, then ascended up to heaven (E

zek
10:18-19; 11:23).

identical w
ith “the A

ngel of the L
O

R
D.” [Pusey: “in m

e”: heart-to-
heart com

m
unication?]

10]
A

nd the m
an that stood am

ong the m
yrtle trees answ

ered and said, T
hese [are

they] w
hom

 the L
ord hath sent to w

alk to and fro through the earth.

T
heir job w

as to reconnoiter and patrol the events, m
ovem

ents,
and happenings on the earth.

[C
f. T

he “7 eyes,” 3:9; 4:10; R
ev 5:6. A

lso, N
oah’s raven (G

en
8:7); the L

ord H
im

self (2 C
hr 16:9); Satan (Job 1:7; 2:2); “m

any”
of D

an 12:4, etc.]

11]
A

nd they answ
ered the angel of the L

ord that stood am
ong the m

yrtle trees,
and said, W

e have w
alked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the

earth sitteth still, and is at rest.

A
ll the earth is resting quietly.  T

he great shake-up of the heaven
and the earth that G

od had prom
ised in H

aggai 2:21-2 had not
com

e as im
m

ediately as som
e had hoped.

12]
T

hen the angel of the L
ord answ

ered and said, O
 L

ord of hosts, how
 long w

ilt
thou not have m

ercy on Jerusalem
 and on the cities of Judah, against w

hich
thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?

T
he return of the exiles from

 B
abylon w

as not yet the fulfillm
ent

of the prophecy of Jer 25:11 and 29:10 (C
f. v.11); there w

as m
ore

to com
e!

...and the w
ait continues to the present m

om
ent, even though the

State of Israel has been reestablished (M
ay 14, 1948) and

Jerusalem
 w

as regained (June 1967); and the U
.S. is forcing

Israel into a retreat through the so-called “peace process.” H
ow

long w
ill w

e poke our finger into the eye of G
od?  H

ow
 long

before G
od’s prom

ise is finally realized?

T
he scope of all eight night visions appear to parallel R

evelation
5ff.  T

hese are a prelude to the unleashing of calam
ities w

hich are
the prerequisite to Israel’s restoration to m

illennial blessing (H
ag

2:21,22; Z
ech 1:11,12).

13]
A

nd the L
ord answ

ered the angel that talked w
ith m

e [w
ith] good w

ords [and]
com

fortable w
ords.
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E
ight (T

en?) V
isions: in one night! [It is dated on the day—

the
24

th —
that the w

ork on the T
em

ple w
as obediently resum

ed.]
E

ach connected by the H
ebrew

 conjunction (the w
aw

 connec-
tive). T

hese carry through from
 the “

T
im

es of the G
entiles”

 until
they are restored to their land w

ith their rebuilt city and T
em

ple
under the M

essiah the K
ing.

B
abylonian T

alm
ud: “T

his m
an is no other than the H

oly O
ne,

blessed be H
e; for it is said, ‘T

he L
ord is a m

an of w
ar.’”

T
he peace am

ong the nations did not m
ean that the blessing of

G
od w

as upon them
. T

hey w
ere at ease in a bad sense: in

carelessness and unfeeling security.  (C
f. A

m
os 6:1; Isa 32:9, 11;

Jer 48:11; also E
zek 38:8,11,14; 39:6,26.)

[1:17 E
nds C

hapter 1 in the H
ebrew

.  O
ur E

nglish versions follow
the G

reek (and L
atin) versions of the O

T
.]

*   *   *

T
h

e 2
n

d N
ig

h
t V

isio
n

: T
h

e F
o

u
r H

o
rn

s

18]
T

hen lifted I up m
ine eyes, and saw

, and behold four horns.

T
he horns, the pride and sym

bol of strength of anim
als, are used

figuratively to represent the nations that have plagued Israel. (Ps
75:4,5; 102:10; Jer 48:25; A

m
os 6:13-15.  C

f. M
ic 4:13; D

an 8:3-
4, 20-21.)

“T
o lift up one’s horn” w

as a sign of victory (2 Sam
 2:1); “to

low
er one’s horn,” a sign of defeat (Job 16:15).

T
he T

argum
 renders “four horns” “four kingdom

s” here and in
vv. 19 &

 21.

[A
lso, note the prevalence of the num

ber 4 in Z
echariah:  Four

horses; four horns; four craftsm
en; four chariots; four w

inds;
four subordinate clauses (3:7); four w

ords of com
fort; four

persons (6:14); four feast days (8:19); four adm
onitions (8:9f);

four-fold guilt (7:13); four pronouncem
ents (8:12); fourfold

punishm
ent (8:10); four cities (9:5,13,14,15); four verbs (9:15);

groups of 4 things (10:2); four lam
entations (11:2f); four anim

als
(14:5), etc.  (4 x 2 =

 8 visions leads the book.).]

[2] M
y house shall be built in Jerusalem

.

T
he “second T

em
ple” w

as only a partial fulfillm
ent.  T

he
prom

ise of a T
em

ple (w
hich had never before been seen, E

x 40-
48) w

ill be realized in the future.  Z
echariah w

ill have m
ore to say

in C
hapter 2.

[3] Jerusalem
’s boundaries w

ould expand.

T
he ravaging by the B

abalonians in 586 B.C., and the R
om

ans in
70 A.D., notw

ithstanding, the surveyor’s line w
ould be “stretched

out” to m
easure an enlarged Jerusalem

.

17]
C

ry yet, saying, T
hus saith the L

ord of hosts; M
y cities through prosperity

shall yet be spread abroad; and the L
ord shall yet com

fort Z
ion, and shall yet

choose Jerusalem
.

[4] G
od w

ould, once again, choose Jerusalem
.

“T
he gifts and calling of G

od are irrevocable” (R
om

 11:29).

[Since w
e are the “w

ild branches” grafted into the olive tree, w
e

should derive com
fort from

 w
hat com

forts Israel. 1:17 ends
C

hapter 1 in H
ebrew

 B
ible.]

Z
ech

ariah
 2

R
eviewIn a day w

hen Israel felt discouraged and forgotten, a young
prophet w

hose nam
e m

eans “Y
ehovah R

em
em

bers” rose in their
m

idst to declare a com
ing day of unparalleled glory.

W
ith a pow

er and beauty unm
atched since the days of Isaiah, this

prophet-priest laid out G
od’s entire panoram

a, from
 the rebuild-

ing of the T
em

ple until the com
ing M

essiah w
ho w

ould rule the
entire earth from

 Jerusalem
.

N
ote: Z

echariah is not a sealed book (except to certain com
m

en-
tators!)  C

f. D
aniel (D

an 12:9), w
hich w

as; and R
evelation (R

ev
22:10), w

hich is not.
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to destroy it. (Som
e take the horns as the successive em

pires in
D

aniel 2 &
 7, and thus also as the w

orkm
en as each successive

“horn” puts dow
n the previous—

until the “carpenter” of N
azareth

puts dow
n the 4

th: R
om

e, Phase II.  H
e is, in any case, the

“ultim
ate” craftsm

an!)

W
e tend to view

 them
 as m

ore generic, as exem
plified by the

prevalence of the num
ber 4 in this book.

[T
he w

orld w
ould do w

ell to learn the lesson that such action does
not pass unnoticed by G

od; H
e is still aw

ake to Israel’s interests
(Ps 121:4).  G

od is not through w
ith the nation Israel.  W

hen H
e

says Israel, Judah, and Jerusalem
, H

is geographic designations
are not am

biguous or sym
bolic.]

G
od is sovereign over the nations (cf. D

an 4:17, 35).  “B
eloved,

do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to w
rath; for it is

w
ritten, ‘V

engeance is m
ine, I w

ill repay,’ says the L
ord.”

(R
om

ans 12:19)

*   *   *

Z
ech

ariah
 2

[Just as the 2
nd vision w

as an am
plification of 1:15, the forthcom

-
ing 3

rd vision is an am
plification of 1:16.]

M
an

 W
ith

 a M
easu

rin
g

 L
in

e

1]
I lifted up m

ine eyes again, and looked, and behold a m
an w

ith a m
easuring

line in his hand.

A
n angel in hum

an form
 (C

f. A
s preparing for the T

em
ple, E

zek
40:3; 41; 42; R

ev 11:1-2) (M
ost strongly identify him

 as C
hrist;

also presented as a m
an, ‘ish, in Z

ech 6:12.)

2]
T

hen said I, W
hither goest thou? A

nd he said unto m
e, T

o m
easure Jerusalem

,
to see w

hat [is] the breadth thereof, and w
hat [is] the length thereof.

A
 vision of Jerusalem

’s enlargem
ent (v4-13). Just as a line w

as
form

erly stretched over the city to destroy (2 K
gs 21:13; Isa

34:11), it is now
 to be extended over Jerusalem

 preparatory to
rebuilding (Job 38:5).

19]
A

nd I said unto the angel that talked w
ith m

e, W
hat [be] these? A

nd he
answ

ered m
e, T

hese [are] the horns w
hich have scattered Judah, Israel, and

Jerusalem
.

T
hese are the scatterers w

ho have plagued Israel.  M
ost [Jerom

e,
K

im
chi, T

argum
 of Jonathan, et al.] identify them

 w
ith the four

great em
pires in D

aniel (2, 7 &
 8), m

arking the “tim
es of the

G
entiles” (L

uke 21:24).

O
thers, specific enem

ies of the tim
e:

Sam
aritans on the north;

A
m

m
onites to the east;

E
dom

ites to the south; and
Philistines and T

yrians to the w
est.

[Feinberg, M
inor P

rophets, p. 278]

M
ore generally, the “4” could also sim

ply signify the four
cardinal directions of the com

pass: com
plete opposition until the

consum
m

ation. In any case, the opposition to Israel w
as not

contem
poraneous but successive.

F
o

u
r S

m
ith

s

20]
A

nd the L
ord shew

ed m
e four w

orkm
en.

T
hese could be any craftsm

en: w
ood-w

orkers (2 Sam
 5:11);

m
etal-w

orkers (1 Sam
 13:19) or m

asons (E
x 28:11).

21]
T

hen said I, W
hat com

e these to do? A
nd he spake, saying, T

hese [are] the
horns w

hich have scattered Judah, so that no m
an did lift up his head: but these

are com
e to fray them

, to cast out the horns of the G
entiles, w

hich lifted up
[their] horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.

H
e didn’t ask about their identity, only their  function.  T

he verb
is the active participle in H

ebrew
, indicating w

hat they w
ere

doing w
as already in progress.  A

lso, the “lifting up” horns w
as

also an active participle, indicating that the persecution of the
Jew

s has been continuous, not sporadic.

T
hese w

orkm
en are to strike terror into the nations w

ho have
trodden dow

n and scattered G
od’s people, and to bring about the

overthrow
 of Israel’s enem

ies.  T
hey are the instrum

ents of G
od

to break the horns to pieces.  For every horn, G
od has an agency
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T
he rem

ainder of C
hapter 2 is in poetry in tw

o stanzas, vv. 6-9
and 10-13.  E

ach begins w
ith a com

m
and follow

ed by “for...”
Z

echariah now
 speaks, first, to the exiles in B

abylon; and then,
the people of Z

ion w
hose return w

ill act as a sym
bol of G

od’s
w

ork in the final D
ay of the L

ord.

6]
H

o, ho, [com
e forth], and flee from

 the land of the north, saith the L
ord: for

I have spread you abroad as the four w
inds of the heaven, saith the L

ord.

 yW/h, hoi, w
oe, alas, etc.

A
 direct address to those still in B

abylon (Jer 6:22; 16:16).  T
his

sam
e com

m
and has been given in Jer 50:8, “M

ove from
 the m

idst
of B

abylon,” and 51:6, “Flee from
 the m

idst of B
abylon.”

If Jerem
iah’s com

m
and had been intended to w

arn Israeli resi-
dents of B

abylon to flee before it fell in 539 B.C., w
hy did the

prophet D
aniel rem

ain that fateful eve?  H
e clearly knew

 and
regarded Jerem

iah’s prophecy as Scripture (D
an 9:2; Jer 25:12;

29:10).  W
hen B

elshazzar sum
m

oned him
 to interpret the fam

ed
“handw

riting on the w
all” (D

an 5), w
hy didn’t D

aniel excuse
him

self and split?

It is the second regathering that is the final one—
the one

presently underw
ay (Isa 11:11-12).  C

f. Jer 23:3-8.

N
ote: the “four w

inds...” (9X
: Jer 49:36; E

zek 37:9; D
an 7:2; 8:8;

11:4; Z
ech 2:6; M

t 24:31; M
k 13:27; R

ev 7:1).

7]
D

eliver thyself, O
 Z

ion, that dw
ellest [w

ith] the daughter of B
abylon.

T
his obviously refers to an eschatological event in w

hich B
abylon

w
ill be involved in the final events of history before the 2

nd

C
om

ing of the L
ord.  [C

f. R
ev 17, 18.  T

he ostensible enigm
a w

ith
Papal R

om
e, w

e believe, w
ill be resolved in C

hapter 5.]

8]
For thus saith the L

ord of hosts; A
fter the glory hath he sent m

e unto the
nations w

hich spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his
eye.“A

fter glory”: he is going to send the M
essiah, not the prophet,

to visit the nations w
hich have plundered H

is people.  (M
t 25:31-

46).  T
he O

ne Sent, in v.8 &
 9, can only be the M

essiah.

A
ccording to Josephus, the population increased greatly by the

tim
e of the M

accabees.

3]
A

nd, behold, the angel that talked w
ith m

e w
ent forth, and another angel w

ent
out to m

eet him
,

4]
A

nd said unto him
, R

un, speak to this young m
an, saying, Jerusalem

 shall be
inhabited [as] tow

ns w
ithout w

alls for the m
ultitude of m

en and cattle therein:

na’ar, young m
an.  O

f D
avid by Saul (1 Sam

 17:33); Jerem
iah of

him
self (>

18); Joseph before Pharaoh (G
en 28).  A

s a priest, he
w

ould begin at age 30 (N
um

 4).

“W
ithout w

alls” =
 also speaks of vulnerability (C

f. 1 Sam
 6:18;

E
st 9:19; E

zek 38, 39 w
here the enem

y seeks to take advantage
of this condition).

A
 city w

ithout w
alls (C

f. Isa 49:19-20).  W
hen a B

ritish Jew
, Sir

M
oses M

ontefiore, began building houses outside the w
alls of

Jerusalem
 in the m

id-1800’s, no one w
ould live in them

 until he
hired a private security force to protect the people.  M

ontefiore’s
w

indm
ill still stands in Jerusalem

 today. [N
ote the E

thiopian
airlift, spring 1991(w

hich broke the G
uiness’ B

ook of R
ecords:

the influx of R
ussian Jew

s in 1990, 1991.)]

...but the real scope of the eight night visions—
w

hich appear
connected—

are eschatological: the scope is through the consum
-

m
ation.

5]
For I, saith the L

ord, w
ill be unto her a w

all of fire round about, and w
ill be

the glory in the m
idst of her.

“I” is em
phatic.  C

ontrary to norm
al H

ebrew
 practice, the verb

“to be” is expressed as incom
plete or future action. T

his is
rem

iniscent of the pillar of fire in E
xodus (14:19-24; also Isa 4:5;

Z
ech 9:8); also the chariots of fire in 2 K

ings 6:17; Isa 66:15; Joel
2:5).  T

he A
ngel of the L

ord had also been previously associated
w

ith the cloud (E
x 13:21-22).

“G
lory” recalls the tragic reversal of that presence w

hich had
departed in E

zekiel’s day (E
zek 9:3; 10:19; 11:23).  N

ot until the
L

ord returns (in the 2
nd C

om
ing) w

ould H
is “glory” com

e back
(E

zek 43:1-7).  In that day the nam
e of the city w

ill be “Y
ehovah-

Sham
m

ah” - “T
he L

ord is there” (E
zek 48:35).
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A
ll previous events are leading up to that blessed tim

e. [A
nother

of the innum
erable exam

ples w
hich support the “prem

illennial”
view

, the prevailing view
 in the first four centuries.

Prem
illenialism

’s roots and significance goes far beyond the
present “am

illennial” criticism
s.  G

od w
ill conclude history just

as H
e prom

ised A
braham

, Isaac, and Jacob.  H
e w

ill bring Israel
back to her land, and then H

e w
ill personally reside in the land

and w
ill be her K

ing and Sovereign.]

F
o

u
r P

ro
m

ises are B
u

ilt U
p

o
n

 vv. 1-6:

1) B
ehold, I am

 com
ing and I w

ill dw
ell in your m

idst.

11]
A

nd m
any nations shall be joined to the L

ord in that day, and shall be m
y

people: and I w
ill dw

ell in the m
idst of thee, and thou shalt know

 that the L
ord

of hosts hath sent m
e unto thee.

2) T
he 2

nd prom
ise: M

any nations shall be joined  to the L
ord in

that day, and they shall becom
e M

y people.

[“joined”: the sam
e w

ord from
 w

hich L
evi com

es.]

T
he term

 “m
y people” w

as generally reserved for Israel, but now
includes the goyim

, or G
entiles, w

ho w
ould be joined by faith to

form
 a new

, one people of G
od.  Isa 19:25 used the sam

e term
 to

describe converted E
gypt.

[“A
fter this”: A

cts 15:14-17 (q.v. A
m

os 9:11-12).  W
hen?  A

fter
the R

apture: R
om

ans 11:25-26.]

(C
f. Ps 67:2,3; 72:7; Isa 2:1-4; 19:23-25; 60:1-3; Z

ech 8:20-23.)

T
he 3

rd tim
e the m

ention of dw
elling am

ong H
is people (cf. v.5,

10).   (@kv;, shakan, is the root from
 w

hich the Shekinah com
es.)

N
o can m

iss the reference to “tabernacling” am
ong them

 in John
1:14, this reference is clearly to the 2

nd com
ing.  W

hat w
as begun

w
ill be consum

m
ated at the appearing of glory (T

itus 2:11-15;
M

al 3:1; Isa 40:10).

T
he verse concludes in the sam

e m
anner as v.10.

12]
A

nd the L
ord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose

Jerusalem
 again.

“Sent m
e” C

f. Isa 61:1,2; John 10:30, 36.  W
hen? Psa 2.

“T
he apple of H

is eye”: (C
f. D

eut 32:10; Ps 17:8; Prov 7:2.)
A

lthough the usual w
ord for “apple” of the eye is ‘iyshow

n,
m

eaning pupil (of the eye).  Z
echariah uses the w

ord hb;b�;, babah,
a w

ord that occurs only once in the H
ebrew

 B
ible.  B

abah appears
to be a cognate of “B

abylon,” w
hich in the A

kkadian logographic
w

riting is associated w
ith “gate” in the presence of deity.  It could

w
ell be then, that Z

echariah’s “gate of the eye” is an ironic pun
on the pride of B

abylon, w
hich called herself the gatew

ay to G
od.

[K
aiser, p. 316]

9]
For, behold, I w

ill shake m
ine hand upon them

, and they shall be a spoil to
their servants: and ye shall know

 that the L
ord of hosts hath sent m

e.

T
he shaking of the hand is a threatening gesture (Isa 11:15).

“T
hey shall know

 I am
 the L

ord,” is also the w
atchw

ord of
E

zekiel (C
f. 38, 39.)

10]
Sing and rejoice, O

 daughter of Z
ion: for, lo, I com

e, and I w
ill dw

ell in the
m

idst of thee, saith the L
ord.

T
he rock of B

ehistun at the border of Persia records the tw
o great

rebellions of B
abylon and of its seizure tw

ice, each during
D

arius’ reign.  T
he first about the tim

e of Z
echariah’s m

inistry,
the 2

nd som
e 6 years later. [L

uck, p. 31]

[In the 4
th year of D

arius, the B
abylonians, after m

uch plotting,
revolted and shut them

selves up in their city, ready for a long
siege.  Z

opyrus, D
arius’ friend and general, cut off his ow

n ears
and nose, and by pretending that he had been thus m

utilated by
D

arius, gained entrance into the city and the confidence of the
besieged ones.  B

y his craft the gate w
ere opened to the Persians,

and w
hen the city w

as m
astered thousands of B

abylonian nobles
w

ere crucified. (Feinberg, G
od R

em
em

bers, p. 50)]

W
hile som

e of these predictions m
ay have had a prelim

inary
fulfillm

ent at that tim
e, clearly they w

ill experience their literal
fulfillm

ent in the days of the reign of their M
essiah.

T
he prophet m

oves continually from
 the then present to the far

future.  T
he Scripture alw

ays view
s the events in the national life

of Israel as but links in a chain w
orking tow

ards the grand finale.
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be the norm
al w

ay of life, not the exception.
5)

B
abylon w

ill be judged and Israel w
ill be restored.

G
reat, indeed, w

ill be the D
ay of the L

ord!

*   *   *

Z
ech

ariah
 3

In
tro

/R
eview

E
ight (10?) visions an integrated w

hole; to be considered to-
gether. Joshua w

as the high priest at the tim
e of the return of the

Jew
s from

 their captivity in B
abylon, som

e 16 years before this
(E

zra 4:3; 5:2; H
ag 1:1, 12; 2:2; Z

ech 6:11-15).

K
ey Issue: H

ow
 can an infinitely holy G

od accom
plish such

grand plans w
ith a sinful and besm

irched people?

T
his vision: the transform

ation of the nation from
 self-righteous-

ness to the righteousness of G
od. [Prophetic: the future conver-

sion of the nation to the M
essiah.]

C
h

rist In
terven

es fo
r U

s as o
u

r H
ig

h
 P

riest

1]
A

nd he shew
ed m

e Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the
L

ord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him
.

“A
nd” =

 the w
aw

 consecutive; all eight visions are an integral
sequence.

Joshua =
 ye-ho-shua: “Y

H
W

H
 saves” (N

um
 11:28; 13:16; D

eut
1:38). C

f. Jesus: “H
e shall save his people from

 their sins”  M
t

1:21. [H
ere, Joshua, as high priest, stands as their representative.

C
f. v.9.]

“Saw
 Satan”: H

e is a real person... Sin is the prerequisite for his
attacks.

“T
o resist him

”: “to satanize him
”: a paronom

asia upon the sam
e

root. T
hat’s w

hy w
e need an advocate.  H

e is the “accuser of the
brethren” C

f. R
ev 12:10.

3) the 3
rd prom

ise: T
he L

ord w
ill take possession of Judah as H

is
inheritance in the H

oly L
and and w

ill again choose Jerusalem
.

[T
his is the only place w

here the phrase “holy land” is found in
the Scriptures!  (A

lthough it does appear in the A
pocrypha:

W
isdom

 12:3; 2 M
acc 1:7).  H

ow
ever, it is m

ore accurately a
m

illennial epithet and is reserved for a tim
e w

hen the L
ord w

ill
say, “I w

ill rem
ove the iniquity of that land in a single day...”

Z
ech 3:9, in the next chapter.]

“C
hoose”: Ps 132:13-14; 78:67-68.  N

ote that it is Judah, not
Joseph or E

phraim
.

C
ertainly G

od is not finished w
ith the city H

e chose 3,000 years
ago for the throne of D

avid (Isa 2:2-3).  G
od w

ill m
anifest to the

w
orld the im

m
utable character of H

is original choice in the
renew

ed, restored, and resettled Israel. A
nd there w

ill never be
peace on earth until there is peace in Jerusalem

.

13]
B

e silent, O
 all flesh, before the L

ord: for he is raised up out of his holy
habitation.

H
ush. T

he L
ion is w

aking from
 H

is lair.  L
et the foes of Israel

bew
are!  H

e w
ill leave H

is heavenly tem
ple (H

ab 2:20; Ps 68:6;
Jer 25:30; D

eut 26:15) to com
e to the earth.

4) T
he 4

th prom
ise is one of w

orldw
ide judgm

ent at the Second
C

om
ing.

T
he silence w

ill be broken w
hen the L

am
b of G

od opens the
Seven-sealed book in R

evelation 5:1-14. [O
ne of m

y favorite
bum

per stickers: “B
ew

are the L
am

b!”]

H
ere is the hope of both Israel and the C

hurch: “Say unto the
cities of Judah, ‘B

ehold your G
od.’”

W
hat a day that w

ill be:
1)

T
he L

ord w
ill return.

2)
T

he G
entiles w

ill com
e to know

 the L
ord.

3)
Jerusalem

 w
ill be rebuilt and becom

e the N
ew

 W
orld

C
enter.

4)
W

orld judgm
ent from

 G
od w

ill show
 right cannot

forever be denied.  T
he L

ord w
ill be K

ing and truth w
ill
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Just as the high priest, on Y
om

 K
ippur, the D

ay of A
tonem

ent,
“im

personates” Israel. (L
eupold)   G

od had chosen him
; G

od had
chosen Israel.

“Filthy” - excrem
ent-bespattered; not just vilely dirty, but offen-

sively sm
elly. [T

hat’s us...] (O
nly here as an adjective in O

T
;

noun: a/wc tsoah, from
 the root, ac;y;  yatsa’, to go forth, to com

e
out, to be evacuated.)

O
ur garm

ents: Isa 64:6; Prov 30:12; Jude 23; R
ev 7:14.

Joshua’s silence analogous to C
hrist’s in H

is six trials.  W
hy?

B
ecause H

e w
as in our shoes!

H
ow

 great it is to have G
od H

im
self as our advocate!  R

om
 8:31-

34 (C
f. Isa 50:8-9).

4]
A

nd he answ
ered and spake unto those that stood before him

, saying, T
ake

aw
ay the filthy garm

ents from
 him

. A
nd unto him

 he said, B
ehold, I have

caused thine iniquity to pass from
 thee, and I w

ill clothe thee w
ith change of

raim
ent.

Joshua (as ourselves) cannot stand before a righteous, holy G
od

w
ith these filthy garm

ents on. “O
ur righteousness is as (used

m
enstrual cloths)” Isa 64:6.

E
m

blem
atic of the taking aw

ay of sin (R
om

 3:25; E
ph 1:7), and

the im
putation of the righteousness of G

od (R
om

 1:16, 17; 3:22,
26). First occasion: G

en 3:7, 21 =
 A

dam
 and E

ve: by the shedding
of innocent blood they w

ould be covered (C
f. R

ev 7:13-14).

W
hat’s the answ

er to our plight? R
om

 3:21-24; 8:31-34; 1 Jn 1:9.

H
igh priest’s garm

ents (E
x 28:4,5; L

ev 8:7-9) included a “coat”
of fine linen (E

x 28:39), the long garm
ent w

orn next to the
person, and the robe of the ephod (E

x 28:31-35) a seam
less piece

of blue linen w
orn over the coat; shoulder pieces set w

ith onyx
stones engraved w

ith the nam
es of the tw

elve tribes; supported
the breastplate (E

x 28:15-21)w
ith an oblong gold setting w

ith 12
precious stones also engrafted w

ith the nam
es of the 12 tribes; a

square pouch of linen (E
x 28:16) containing the U

rim
 and

T
hum

m
im

 (N
um

 27:21; D
eut 33:8).

W
ho’s our advocate?  1 John 2:1 (A

nd the charges are against m
e

are valid).

2]
A

nd the L
ord said unto Satan, T

he L
ord rebuke thee, O

 Satan; even the L
ord

that hath chosen Jerusalem
 rebuke thee: [is] not this a brand plucked out of

the fire?

T
he L

ord...the L
ord: tw

o persons of the T
rinity, distinct.  C

f. John
5:17. C

f. Psalm
 110, w

hich Jesus quoted to confuse the Pharisees
(M

t 22:41-46).

“T
he L

ord rebuke thee”:  C
f. Jude 9 (note also that Jude seem

s to
draw

 from
 Z

echariah in v.23: “fire” and “garm
ents” are echoed).

R
epeated 2X

 for accentuation (C
f. G

en 14:10; E
cc 7:24; R

ev
14:8; 18:2). [Satan probably the highest creature G

od created.
Fell through pride.  Isa 14:12ff.]

It is not Joshua’s sin, but Jerusalem
’s; he w

as representing the
people (v.9). T

he m
ost rem

arkable aspect: the basis upon w
hich

G
od brings to nought the accusations of Satan:

N
ot because the claim

s w
ere baseless;

N
ot because of their suffering;

N
ot due to a prom

ise to better in the future;
Solely on G

od’s sovereign choice in grace (R
om

 9:16; 11:5;
C

f. R
om

 9:15; E
x 33:19).

“B
rand plucked...” =

 not only B
abylon, but all the w

orldw
ide

suffering of Israel; as H
e show

ed M
oses in the desert, H

e w
ill not

allow
 it to be “consum

ed” (E
x 3:1-8).

F
ire, in connection w

ith Israel:

C
ovenant w

ith A
braham

 (G
en 15:17);

O
ffering of Isaac (G

en 22:7);
B

urning B
ush (E

x 3:2);
G

iving of the L
aw

 (E
x 19:18);

R
earing the T

abernacle (N
um

 9:15);
W

ilderness journeyings (D
eut 1:33).

C
h

rist C
lean

ses u
s as o

u
r H

ig
h

 P
riest

3]
N

ow
 Joshua w

as clothed w
ith filthy garm

ents, and stood before the angel.
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Im
perative follow

ed by the polite; C
f. “If you please,” French,

si’l vous plaît.

“T
hou and thy fellow

s”: not personal, but to the nation in the
future.  Joshua is that of the com

ing Savior of Israel.

“W
ondered at” =

 even m
ore glorious events to com

e!

“Servant”: (Isa 42:1; 49:3; 50:10; 52:13; 53:11; E
zek 34:23-24;

Phil 2:6-8).

“T
he B

ranch”: hmc,, tsem
ach, to sprout out (C

f. Isa 53:1, “a tender
plant”).

Isa 4:2: “Im
m

anuel” character of C
hrist (Isa 7:14) to be fully

revealed to converted and restored Israel after H
is 2

nd A
dvent (M

t
25:31).

Jer 23:5; 33:15: “T
he B

ranch of D
avid” as the offspring of

D
avid, according to the flesh (R

om
 1:3) to be m

anifest in H
is

kingdom
 glory as “K

ing of kings and L
ord of lords” (R

ev 19:16).

Z
ech 6:12, 13: as Son of M

an, the last A
dam

 (1 C
or 15:45-47)

reigning as K
ing-Priest over the earth forfeited by the “first

A
dam

.”

1
st A

dvent. (Z
echariah uses it as a proper nam

e.) 2
nd A

dvent: rcnE
netser, from

 the root of D
avid (Isa 11:1-16; R

ev 19:16).

A
nother profile of the B

ranch, re: the G
ospels:

M
atthew

:
A

s R
oyal K

ing: Jer 23:5.
M

ark:
A

s Servant: Z
ech 3:8 (here).

L
uke:

A
s Son of M

an: Z
ech 6:12.

John:
A

s Son of G
od: Isa 4:2.

9]
For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone [shall be]
seven eyes: behold, I w

ill engrave the graving thereof, saith the L
ord of hosts,

and I w
ill rem

ove the iniquity of that land in one day.

“T
he stone”: cut w

ithout hands, to sm
ite the im

age (G
entile

dom
inion), and brake them

 in pieces: D
an 2:34-35; L

aid in Z
ion:

Isa 28:16.

C
h

rist C
h

allen
g

es u
s as o

u
r H

ig
h

 P
riest

5]
A

nd I said, L
et them

 set a fair m
itre (turban) upon his head. So they set a fair

m
itre upon his head, and clothed him

 w
ith garm

ents. A
nd the angel of the

L
ord stood by.

“I said...”?  Z
echariah seem

s to be getting into the act!

T
urban: tsaniyph, from

 the root “to w
ind around.”

“H
oliness unto the L

ord” (E
x 28:36-38). [H

eaddress can be seen
today at the T

em
ple Institute in Jerusalem

.] Jer 2:3; Z
ech 14:20,

21.

O
n Y

om
 K

ippur, the garm
ents of glory and beauty w

ere put on
after the full atonem

ent ritual, m
inistrations w

hich w
ere in

sim
ple linen garm

ents (L
ev 16:1-24).

It is Israel the nation that is in view
 (R

om
 11:25-29). T

his
signified the com

plete reinstatem
ent by the L

ord.  T
his w

as
clearly G

od’s w
ork, w

ith no help from
 m

an: forgiveness, accep-
tance, restoration to a position of privilege (C

f. Isa 61:10).

G
od’s ultim

ate plan is for all of H
is people to be a “kingdom

 of
priests.” O

T
: E

x 19:6; Isa 61:6; N
T

: 1 Pet 2:5; R
ev 1:6.

[C
f. T

he M
arriage Supper of the L

am
b, and the w

edding gar-
m

ents: M
t 22:1-14; R

ev 19:6-16.]

6]
A

nd the angel of the L
ord protested unto Joshua, saying,

7]
T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; If thou w

ilt w
alk in m

y w
ays, and if thou w

ilt
keep m

y charge, then thou shalt also judge m
y house, and shalt also keep m

y
courts, and I w

ill give thee places to w
alk am

ong these that stand by.

T
he L

ord of the A
rm

ies. D
espite (and yet because of) the new

garm
ents, there rem

ains a call to obedience. Service is to flow
out of a G

odly life. “If ye love m
e, keep m

y com
m

andm
ents.”

John 14:15.

C
h

rist D
elivers u

s as o
u

r H
ig

h
 P

riest

8]
H

ear now
, O

 Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellow
s that sit before thee:

for they [are] m
en w

ondered at: for, behold, I w
ill bring forth m

y servant the
B

ranch.
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Jerusalem
 w

as set in the center: E
zek 5:5 (A

ll languages w
rite

“tow
ard” Jerusalem

: w
estern, left to right; eastern, right to left!)

[T
here seem

s to be an interval betw
een this and the previous

visions.]

Israel, how
ever, failed abysm

ally in her national calling.  T
he

rejection of the M
essiah resulted in the destruction of the T

em
ple

and the institution of national blindness (L
k 19:42) until the

“fullness of the G
entiles be com

e in.” (R
om

 11:25).

D
uring this interval, seven (separate) lam

pstands bear the light:
R

ev 2 &
 3, w

ith a spiritual unity under the headship of C
hrist, yet

each m
utually independent and governm

ent and external order.
(W

ith the L
ord in their m

idst.)

L
am

p
stan

d
 an

d
 T

w
o

 O
live T

rees

1]
A

nd the angel that talked w
ith m

e cam
e again, and w

aked m
e, as a m

an that
is w

akened out of his sleep,

A
s A

braham
 in G

en 15:12; also, at the T
ransfiguration, L

k 9:32.

2]
A

nd said unto m
e, W

hat seest thou? A
nd I said, I have looked, and behold a

lam
pstand  all [of] gold, w

ith a bow
l upon the top of it, and his seven lam

ps
thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lam

ps, w
hich [are] upon the top thereof:

T
his lam

pstand (of solid gold) w
as apparently sim

ilar to the
lam

pstand placed in the tabernacle (cf. E
x 25:31-40), and the 10

lam
pstands of Solom

on’s tem
ple (1 K

gs 7:49).

[N
ote: T

he official sym
bol of Israel is the 

M
en

o
ra

h
(“lightbearer”)—

not the M
agen D

avid.  T
he “Shield of D

avid”
w

as originally the “Seal of Solom
on,” an occultic sym

bol. [See
T

he Star of D
avid by D

r A
sher E

der, and T
he M

agen D
avid by

W
. G

unther Plant.]

T
h

e T
ab

ern
acle

“T
he H

ouse of B
lood”

W
hen M

oses cam
e dow

n from
 M

ount Sinai, he not only had tw
o

tables of stone w
ith the T

en C
om

m
andm

ents, he also had been
given a highly detailed set of specifications for a portable

T
he stum

bling stone and rock of offense (R
om

 9:32; 1 C
or 1:23)

=
>

 headstone of the corner (Z
ech 4:7). T

he stone w
hich the

builders refused has becom
e the headstone of the corner (Ps

118:22).

“Seven eyes”: R
ev 5:6; Z

ech 4:10. (C
f. E

zek 1:18; 10:12) A
lso,

C
ol 2:3; 1 C

or 1:30.

“E
ngrave the engraving” =

 of an precious stone; (Isa 28:16; 1 Pet
2:6) (E

x 28:11, 21, 36; 39:6, 14, 30).

W
here w

as H
e “engraved”? O

n H
is brow

, and in H
is hands and

feet; and H
is side.  T

he only m
an-m

ade things in heaven are scars.
T

hese are the divine engraving cut deeply in the precious chosen
stone to bring out its beauty and flashing splendor.

T
he “iniquity of the land”: not Joshua’s personal sin at issue.

Scripture is silent concerning his sin personally.

“In a single day”: C
alvary, the antitypical D

ay of A
tonem

ent
(L

ev 16) w
hen the L

am
b took aw

ay the sin of the w
orld (Jn 1:29).

A
fter H

is rejection, the day w
ill arrive w

hen they shall look upon
H

im
 “w

hom
 they have pierced” (Z

ech 12:10).

10]
In that day, saith the L

ord of hosts, shall ye call every m
an his neighbor under

the vine and under the fig tree.

“T
hat D

ay”: T
he D

ay of the L
ord! Peace and fulfillm

ent.

“U
nder the vine and fig tree”: Judah and Israel under Solom

on (1
K

gs 4:25) as type of M
illennium

 (M
ic 4:4), by “O

ne greater than
Solom

on (is here)” (M
t 12:42).

*  *  *

Z
ech

ariah
  4

It w
as G

od’s purpose that Israel should be H
is lightbearer and

w
itness to the surrounding nations engulfed in the darkness of

paganism
.  H

e set the boundaries of the nations accordingly
(D

eut 32:8; M
t 5:14-16; L

k 12:35; E
ph 5:8-9; Phil 2:15; R

ev
1:20).
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T
he entire structure w

as covered w
ith four successive layers:

1)
an em

broidered linen tapestry;
2)

a covering of goat’s hair;
3)

a covering of ram
’s skins dyed red; and,

4)
a covering of porpoise skins.  (“B

adger skins” is an
alternative translation.)

It seem
s strange that such a m

agnificent structure w
ould be

hidden under such an unattractive external covering.  E
ach layer,

how
ever, had special sym

bolic significance.

T
h

e H
o

ly P
lace

U
pon entering the initial cham

ber, the H
oly Place, three item

s
w

ould be in view
:  on the left, the M

enorah, or seven-branched
lam

pstand; on the right, the T
able of Shew

bread; and directly in
front of the curtain covering the final inner sanctum

, the H
oly of

H
olies, w

as the G
olden A

ltar, or A
ltar of Incense.

T
he M

enorah w
as an oil-fed lam

pstand w
ith seven branches,

providing the only source of light w
ithin the structure. (L

ight: E
x

25:31, 32, 37: H
eb. “H

is”!?)

T
he T

able of Shew
bread held 12 loaves of unleavened bread,

one for each of the 12 tribes, and renew
ed every shabbat (sabbath

day.)

D
irectly in front of the final cham

ber, the H
oly of H

olies, and
associated w

ith it, w
as the the G

olden A
ltar for the offering

incense.

T
h

e H
o

ly o
f H

o
lies

T
he final inner sanctum

 w
as the H

oly of H
olies w

hich contained
the A

rk of the C
ovenant and its unusual lid called the A

tone-
m

ent C
over (or “M

ercy Seat.”) (K
appoeth, or “M

ercy Seat” is
translated “propitiation” in R

om
ans 3:25.)

T
his A

rk, or chest, w
as m

ade of acacia w
ood, covered inside and

outside w
ith gold.  It contained the tw

o tables of stone w
ith the

T
en C

om
m

andm
ents, a pot of m

anna, and A
aron’s rod that

budded (N
um

 17:1-9).

sanctuary, know
n as the T

abernacle, that w
as to accom

pany them
during their w

anderings.  In fact, M
oses w

as apparently show
n a

m
odel to follow

 in its building (H
eb 9:24; R

ev. 11:19. C
om

plete
details in E

x 25-27; 35-38).

It is im
portant to keep in focus G

od’s purpose in having M
oses

prepare this sanctuary: that G
od m

ight dw
ell am

ong H
is people.

(E
x 25:22.)  T

he T
abernacle w

ould serve this purpose until the
T

em
ple of Solom

on w
as built.

T
his unique structure w

as com
posed of a linen fence enclosing

a courtyard containing a portable building and seven articles of
“furniture.”

T
h

e C
o

u
rtyard

T
he outside elem

ent w
as a linen fence, supported by poles set in

bronze sockets, w
ith a single entrance on the east side.  T

his area
w

as approxim
ately 75 feet by 150 feet, depending upon the

precise length of a “cubit,” here assum
ed to be about 18 inches.

(V
arious authorities estim

ate a cubit to be betw
een 14 and 25

inches.)

U
pon entering, the first item

 to be encountered w
as a bronze altar

for sacrifices to be offered in accordance w
ith the various

L
evitical ordinances.

T
he next item

 w
as a large laver for w

ashing before entering the
H

oly Place itself.  (T
his is translated “m

olten sea” in the K
ing

Jam
es V

ersion. “M
olten” is a w

ay of referring to cast bronze.)

T
h

e B
u

ild
in

g
 S

tru
ctu

re

T
he building itself w

as assem
bled from

 vertical w
ooden planks

covered w
ith gold, and fitted w

ith rings w
hich, w

hen fitted w
ith

horizontal poles, w
ould give it rigidity.

T
he structure w

as about 15 feet w
ide, 15 feet high, and about 45

feet long.  T
he initial cham

ber w
as about 30 feet long, w

ith the
final 15 feet leaving a cubical cham

ber know
n as the “H

oly of
H

olies.”
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T
he posts w

ere set in bronze sockets.  E
verything outside the

building itself w
as bronze, sym

bolizing judgm
ent.  B

ronze w
as

the m
etal that could endure fire; it w

as the L
evitical sym

bol for
judgem

ent.

T
he tabernacle had only one entrance.  “I am

 the door.  A
nyone

w
ho enters but by m

e is a thief and a robber...” (Jn 10:1-8).

T
he first item

 encountered w
as the A

ltar of Sacrifice.  E
verything

begins (and ends) at the C
ross, w

here the ultim
ate sacrifice w

as
to be m

ade.

N
ext is the laver, sym

bolizing the W
ord of G

od  (E
ph 5:26; R

ev
4:6; John 4:10, 14; 7:37, 38).

A
s w

e approach the building itself, “it has no beauty that w
e

should desire it.” (Isaiah 53:2.)  U
ntil w

e enter in.

E
ach of the coverings has its L

evitical significance.  L
inen: gold,

purple, blue, scarlet, w
ith cherubim

;  G
oat’s hair: sin bearer, E

x
26:7; L

ev 16:19-22;  R
am

’s skins (died red), G
en 3:21, 22:13;

Porpoise (B
adger?) skins: E

x 16:10, shoes!; D
eut 8:4, 29:5; N

eh
9:21; R

uth 4:7.

T
h

e P
lace o

f F
ello

w
sh

ip

T
he building proper w

as built of acacia w
ood w

rapped in gold.
W

ood, once alive, speaks of H
is hum

anity; the gold, of H
is deity.

T
he planks rested on silver sockets: silver is the L

evitical sym
bol

for blood.   E
ven Judas, as he threw

 the 30 pieces of silver onto
the tem

ple floor, exclaim
ed, “B

ehold, I have betrayed innocent
blood.”

U
pon the entering the place of fellow

ship, the H
oly Place, w

e
encounter the lam

pstand, or M
enorah.  “I am

 the L
ight of the

W
orld,” H

e claim
ed (M

t 5:14; Jn 8:12; 9:5).  T
he construction of

the lam
pstand w

as from
 a single piece of gold: “I am

 the vine, ye
are the branches.” 1 +

 6 =
 7 (C

f. L
am

pstands of R
ev 1, 4).

A
cross from

 the lam
pstand w

as the T
able of Shew

bread: “I am
the B

read of L
ife,” H

e claim
ed  (Jn 6:35).

T
he unusual lid w

as of gold and w
as em

blazoned w
ith tw

o
“cherubim

” (a kind of “super angel”); m
an-like figures w

ith
w

ings. (E
zek 1,10; Isa 6; R

ev 4.)

T
he shekinah glory (the cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night)

entered the T
abernacle and dw

elt above the ark, betw
een the

cherubim
 (E

x 25:22; N
um

 7:89; L
ev 1:1).

T
h

e D
ay o

f A
to

n
em

en
t

T
he H

oly of H
olies could only be entered by the H

igh Priest, and
only on one day of the year—

Y
om

 K
ippur, the D

ay of A
tone-

m
ent, w

hen he w
as to sprinkle the blood from

 the sacrifices upon
the M

ercy Seat.  T
he picture is one in w

hich G
od, looking dow

n
from

 betw
een the cherubim

, w
ould see the broken law

s, but
could justify H

is m
ercy (in satisfaction of H

is righteousness)
because of the atonem

ent provided by the blood shed in sacrifice.
(Introduced in E

den, G
en 3:21).

T
h

e M
ystical A

rch
itectu

re

T
he T

abernacle, in all of its detail and sym
bolic significance, is

a vital study w
orth the serious student’s careful attention.  E

very
aspect of its design, every m

aterial used, every detail, contains
special significance that goes beyond our space available here.
(See our briefing package, T

he M
ystery of the L

ost A
rk.)

It is interesting that every detail of the O
ld T

estam
ent points, in

som
e w

ay, to our L
ord Jesus C

hrist (R
ev 19:10; M

t 5:17,18, etc.).
T

he T
abernacle is no exception. T

he N
ew

 T
estam

ent is in the O
ld

T
estam

ent concealed; T
he O

ld T
estam

ent is in the N
ew

 T
esta-

m
ent revealed.

“T
he W

ord w
as m

ade flesh and tabernacled am
ong us...” John

1:14.   In fact, Jesus laid claim
 to each elem

ent of the tabernacle
design.

T
h

e C
o

u
rtyard

A
s w

e approach the T
abernacle from

 outside, all w
e see is the

w
hite linen barrier, sym

bolizing H
is righteousness.
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O
il is one of the m

ost clearly defined sym
bols in the B

ible,
speaking of the H

oly Spirit.  (E
x 27; A

cts 2:16; Joel 2:28-32; etc.)

Seven attributes, each speaking of the H
oly Spirit:

O
il is a source of light; illum

inates.
O

il soothes, heals.
O

il lubricates; abolishes friction; soothes over.
O

il w
arm

s.
O

il invigorates.
O

il adorns; em
blem

 of adornm
ent.  E

specially in sorrow
 or

     grief.
O

il polishes.  H
e’s not finished w

ith any of us yet.

4]
So I answ

ered and spake to the angel that talked w
ith m

e, saying, W
hat [are]

these, m
y lord?

T
he seven branches w

ere fam
iliar (he w

as a priest).  T
he other

features of the vision w
ere unusual.

5]
T

hen the angel that talked w
ith m

e answ
ered and said unto m

e, K
now

est thou
not w

hat these be? A
nd I said, N

o, m
y lord.

6]
T

hen he answ
ered and spake unto m

e, saying, T
his [is] the w

ord of the L
ord

unto Z
erubbabel, saying, N

ot by m
ight, nor by pow

er, but by m
y spirit, saith

the L
ord of hosts.

“W
ord...unto...” all of us: 2 T

im
 3:16.

U
nusual syntax: no subject.  N

o predicate.  O
nly an adverbial

m
odifier of an im

plied predicate.

“L
ord of arm

ies”
...highest source, authority.

7]
W

ho [art] thou, O
 great m

ountain? before Z
erubbabel [thou shalt becom

e] a
plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone [thereof w

ith] shoutings,
[crying], G

race, grace unto it.

T
he king lays the foundation and the (final) headstone.  “G

race,
grace...”  2X

 for em
phasis.

8]
M

oreover the w
ord of the L

ord cam
e unto m

e, saying,
9]

T
he hands of Z

erubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands
shall also finish it; and thou shalt know

 that the L
ord of hosts hath sent m

e unto
you.

T
he A

ltar of Incense (or G
olden A

ltar, not to be confused w
ith the

brazen A
ltar of Sacrifice) speaks of intercessory prayer, H

is
current role on our behalf  (H

eb 7:25).

T
h

e H
o

ly o
f H

o
lies

T
he A

rk of the C
ovenant in the H

oly of H
olies w

as, of course, the
clim

actic encounter, in w
hich the suprem

e sacrifice w
ould avail

to atone for our ow
n sins—

a prophetic picture of the com
pleted

w
ork of the C

ross.

T
his is all part of a love story, w

ritten in blood, on a w
ooden cross,

alm
ost tw

o thousand years ago.  Praise H
is N

am
e!

*  *  *

T
h

e L
am

p
stan

d
 o

f th
is V

isio
n

W
hile the T

abernacle lam
pstand had to be filled w

ith oil by the
priests, this lam

pstand in the vision w
as autom

atically filled w
ith

an endless supply of oil w
ithout hum

an agency. T
his is indicated

by three significant and peculiar features:

1)
A

 bow
l for storing oil w

as suspended over the lam
pstand

(Z
ech. 4:2);

2)
O

il w
as transported by gravity from

 the bow
l through seven

channels or conduits to each of the seven lights of the
lam

pstand, apparently 49 conduits in all (v. 2);

H
ebraism

: h[;b]viw] h[;b]vi, shibhe’ah w
eshibhe’ah, a H

ebrew
 idiom

suggesting that seven w
ere connected to each of the seven pipes,

49 in total (C
f. 2 Sam

 21:20; 1 C
hr 20:6); and

3)
T

he lam
pstand w

as flanked by tw
o olive trees w

hich w
ere

tapped by tw
o gold pipes through w

hich golden oil flow
ed

constantly into the bow
l (vv. 3, 11-12).

O
il

3]
A

nd tw
o olive trees by it, one upon the right [side] of the bow

l, and the other
upon the left [side] thereof.
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R
eview

: R
evelatio

n
 11:3-12

T
w

o
 W

itn
esses

B
y tw

o w
itnesses a thing is established (D

eut 17:6; 19:15; M
t

18:11; 26:60; 2 C
or 13:1; 1 T

im
 5:19; H

eb 10:28). G
od never

leaves H
im

self w
ithout a w

itness (A
cts 14:17).

3]
A

nd I w
ill give [pow

er] unto m
y tw

o w
itnesses, and they shall prophesy a

thousand tw
o hundred [and] threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

First half of the 70th W
eek? Sackcloth: speaks of the law

 rather
than grace. E

verything here speaks from
 the O

T
.

4]
T

hese are the tw
o olive trees, and the tw

o lam
pstands standing before the G

od
of the earth.

O
live trees =

 “trees of oil.” Z
ech 4:  A

nointed ones =
 “sons of oil.”

Som
e: R

ef to Z
erubbabel and Joshua, w

ho re-established Israel
(Z

ech 4:10-14). C
ontinuous filling by the H

oly Spirit (Z
ech

4:12).

5]
A

nd if any m
an w

ill hurt them
, fire proceedeth out of their m

outh, and
devoureth their enem

ies: and if any m
an w

ill hurt them
, he m

ust in this m
anner

be killed.

[Jam
es and John w

ould have duplicated E
lijah’s acts, but Jesus

rebuked them
 (L

k 9:54-56).]

6]
T

hese have pow
er to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:

and have pow
er over w

aters to turn them
 to blood, and to sm

ite the earth w
ith

all plagues, as often as they w
ill.

G
od has confidence in them

.

Id
en

tities:

1)
T

hree w
ere expected: John 1:20,21 [T

alm
udic expectations,

etc.]M
essiah:

M
al 3:1-3, 5,6.

E
lijah:

M
al 4:5,6 (L

ast w
ords in O

T
).

M
oses:

D
eut 18:15-19.

Z
erubbabel began it and his finishing the restoration tem

ple
w

ould drive the critics to silence for they w
ould know

 G
od had

sent the prophet.

A
lso, a type of the ultim

ate B
uilder (M

essiah) of the M
illennial

T
em

ple... [N
ote:  Joshua is not m

entioned. (?)  T
his m

ight im
pact

how
 w

e view
 v.14.]

10]
For w

ho hath despised the day of sm
all things?  for they shall rejoice, and shall

see the plum
m

et in the hand of Z
erubbabel [w

ith] those seven; they [are] the
eyes of the L

ord, w
hich run to and fro through the w

hole earth.

“Plum
m

et,” (plum
bline?): “stone of tin”; or “C

hosen stone,”
“stone of separation”; thus, capstone?

“D
ay of sm

all things” m
ay refer to the old tim

ers w
ho disparaged

the restoration com
pared to Solom

on’s (E
zra 3:12-13; H

ag 2:3).

Som
e view

 the w
ord for plum

m
et as referring to a capstone;

others, sim
ply his supervision.

“(Seven) E
yes”: Z

ech 3:9.

11]
T

hen answ
ered I, and said unto him

, W
hat [are] these tw

o olive trees upon the
right [side] of the lam

pstand and upon the left [side] thereof?
12]

A
nd I answ

ered again, and said unto him
, W

hat [be these] tw
o olive branches

w
hich through the tw

o golden pipes em
pty the golden [oil] out of them

selves?

“B
ranch” =

 lBovi shibbole, or ear of grain (G
en 41:5, 22; Isa 17:5;

R
uth 2:2; Job 24:24).  (U

sed as a discrim
inating passw

ord in Judg
12:6.)

13]
A

nd he answ
ered m

e and said, K
now

est thou not w
hat these [be]? A

nd I said,
N

o, m
y lord.

14]
T

hen said he, T
hese [are] the tw

o anointed ones, that stand by the L
ord of the

w
hole earth.

“A
nointed ones” =

 “sons of oil.”

“T
he L

ord of the w
hole earth.”  Indicates the M

illennial scope of
the vision.  M

icah 4:1-13. Som
e link Z

erubbabel and Joshua as
the tw

o w
itnesses of R

ev 11.

*   *   *
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H
ow

ever, w
e w

ould include John w
ith the C

hurch, w
hich is in

heaven.  John is view
ing all this: Is this an “out of body”

experience? [John expressly rebuked from
 desiring E

lijah’s
acts.]

7]
A

nd w
hen they shall have finished their testim

ony, the beast that ascendeth
out of the bottom

less pit shall m
ake w

ar against them
, and shall overcom

e
them

, and kill them
.

Invulnerable until testim
ony is com

pleted. [M
oses and E

lijah had
their m

inistries interrupted.]

A
ntichrist now

 in pow
er. (First m

ention. N
ote the origin of this

beast.)

8]
A

nd their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the great city, w
hich spiritually

is called Sodom
 and E

gypt, w
here also our L

ord w
as crucified.

B
odies =

 carcasses.

Jerusalem
 =

“Sodom
” Isa 1:9-10, 3:8,9; Jer 23:14; D

eut 32:30-33.
“E

gypt” E
z 23:3, 4, 8, 19.

[“great” in C
hapter 11: 8 tim

es.]

9]
A

nd they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their
dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to
be put in graves.

Predicted in Ps 79:1-3, 10-11?

10]
A

nd they that dw
ell upon the earth shall rejoice over them

, and m
ake m

erry,
and shall send gifts one to another; because these tw

o prophets torm
ented

them
 that dw

elt on the earth.

O
nly celebration on the earth in R

evelation!  A
 “Satanic C

hrist-
m

as”?

11]
A

nd after three days and an half the Spirit of life from
 G

od entered into them
,

and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them
 w

hich saw
 them

.

C
N

N
 exclusive? [Sam

e coverage as M
t 24:15?]

John the B
aptist: “I am

 not” (Jn 1:19, 20; M
t 11:14; 17:10-11).

H
e did not “turn the hearts of the children” as M

alachi predicted,
nor usher in the “great and dreadful day,” etc.

2)
T

w
o m

inistries w
ere unfinished:

M
oses: N

um
 20:12; D

eut 3:26-28.
E

lijah: 1 K
gs 17:1; 19:13-16; 2 K

gs 2:11.

3)
U

nique Pow
ers, M

iracles:

E
lijah (m

ost agree on this one)
Fire from

 heaven: 1 K
gs 18:37; 2K

gs 1:10, 12 (Jer 5:14).
Shut heaven: 1 K

gs 17:1; (3 1/2 years! L
k 4:25; Jas 5:17).

M
osesW

ater into blood: E
x 7:19.

Plagues: E
x 8 - 12.

[vs. m
inisters of C

hurch to be harm
less: Phil 2:15; R

om
 16:19.

Jam
es and John w

ould have duplicated E
lijah’s acts, but Jesus

rebuked them
 (L

k 9:54-56).]

4)
It w

asn’t necessarily E
noch: H

eb 9:27 =
 general rule, excep

tions: L
azarus, Jairus’ daughter, N

ain’s son, etc.
H

e w
as a G

entile: W
itnesses are Jew

ish
[M

odel of rapture?  B
orn, translated, on 6th of Sivan, the

Feast of Shavout?]

5)
Staff M

eeting in M
t 17; connected w

ith 2nd com
ing: L

k
9:31; 1 Pet 1:10-12; 2 Pet 1:6-18

[M
ystery: W

hy did M
ichael contend w

ith Satan for the body of
M

oses? Jude 9; D
eut 34:5, 6.]

A
ltern

atives:

John the B
aptist? (M

cG
ee).

John, the A
postle (and w

riter)?

Previous chapter:  “T
hou m

ust prophecy again” (R
ev 10:11).

John 21:20-24 “tarry till I com
e...”
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C
f. v.3: “O

n this side,” “and on that side”: tw
o sides.  T

w
o tables

of stone: E
x 32:15; Seven sealed scroll (R

ev 5:1); A
lso, E

zek 2:9-
10;

2]
A

nd he said unto m
e, W

hat seest thou? A
nd I answ

ered, I see a flying roll; the
length thereof [is] tw

enty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits.

D
im

ensions of the T
abernacle: E

x 26:15-25; also, Solom
on’s

Porch (1 K
gs 6:3).

1Pet 4:17 “For the tim
e [is com

e] that judgm
ent m

ust begin at the
house of G

od: and if [it] first [begin] at us, w
hat shall the end [be]

of them
 that obey not the gospel of G

od?”

3]
T

hen said he unto m
e, T

his [is] the curse that goeth forth over the face of the
w

hole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off [as] on this side
according to it; and every one that sw

eareth shall be cut off [as] on that side
according to it.

“C
urse”: (in this case) judgm

ent of G
od (N

um
 5:23; D

eut 29:18-
20; 30:7; 2 C

hr 34:24; Isa 24:6; Jer 23:10; D
an 9:11).  [hl;a;, ‘alah

retribution, punishm
ent; vs. “A

llah” of Islam
?!]

“O
n this side”...”and on that side”: tw

o sides.  T
w

o tables of stone
(E

x 32:15); Seven sealed scroll (R
ev 5:1).

“Stealing,” “sw
earing”: theft and perjury, representing the both

tables of the L
aw

 (the m
iddle com

m
andm

ent of each).

“C
ut off”: cleansed out; purged from

; prophetic perfect: “shall
surely be cleaned out.”

G
al 3:13 - “C

hrist hath redeem
ed us from

 the curse of the law
,

being m
ade a curse for us: for it is w

ritten, C
ursed [is] every one

that hangeth on a tree.”

T
he G

reat C
om

m
andm

ent: “T
hou shalt love the L

ord thy G
od

w
ith all thine heart, and w

ith all thy soul, and w
ith all thy m

ight”
(D

eut 6:5; L
ev 19:18; M

t 22:37-40).

4]
I w

ill bring it forth, saith the L
ord of hosts, and it shall enter into the house

of the thief, and into the house of him
 that sw

eareth falsely by m
y nam

e: and
it shall rem

ain in the m
idst of his house, and shall consum

e it w
ith the tim

ber
thereof and the stones thereof.

12]
A

nd they heard a great voice from
 heaven saying unto them

, C
om

e up hither.
A

nd they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enem
ies beheld them

.

Film
 at eleven.   C

f. R
ev 4:1; 2 K

gs 2:11.

*   *   *

Z
ech

ariah
 5

R
eviewT

he series of visions take a sharp turn. C
om

fort now
 turns to a

stern w
arning.

Sum
m

ary:
T

he enlargem
ent of Israel;

T
he subjugation of her enem

ies;
T

he internal cleansing and restoration;
H

er consequent m
inistry of illum

ination and w
itness;

N
ow

 the com
ing judgm

ent(s).
A

 H
oly G

od cannot brook evil.

T
h

e F
lyin

g
 S

cro
ll

1]
T

hen I [re]turned, and lifted up m
ine eyes, and looked[!] and behold[!] a

flying roll.

“B
ehold”: hNEhi, hinneh, a dem

onstrative interjection, signalizing
in a lively m

anner.

“Scroll”: hL;gim], m
egillah [In contrast to our codex, w

here pages
are separate and bound in a book form

; leaves as w
e are fam

iliar
w

ith them
 developed in the 3

rd century.  T
he largest papyrus roll

w
as about 10 in. w

ide and 30 ft. in length. (C
f. T

he copy of Isaiah
from

 the D
ead Sea discoveries presently in the Shrine of the

B
ook, Israeli M

useum
, Jerusalem

.]

“Flying”: hp?[;, ‘aphah. [C
f. E

phah in next vision?] A
ctive energy

suggested. H
eb 4:12 “T

he W
ord of G

od is living and active,
sharper than any tw

o-edged sw
ord, dividing asunder of the soul

and spirit, of joints and m
arrow

, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and the intentions of the heart.”
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T
h

e W
o

m
an

 an
d

 th
e E

p
h

ah

P
ream

b
le: T

h
e M

ystery o
f B

ab
ylo

n
(T

he “Fall” vs. “D
estruction” vs. ‘M

ystery”)

T
he D

estruction of B
abylon detailed: Isa 13, 14; Jer 50, 51

vs. T
he Fall of B

abylon, 539 B
C

.?
vs. “M

ystery B
abylon (R

ev 17, 18)?
[See A

lexander H
islop, T

he T
w

o B
abylons; D

ave H
unt, A

 W
om

an
R

ides the B
east; M

issler, H
unt, T

he K
ingdom

 of B
lood.]

T
h

e D
estru

ctio
n

 o
f B

ab
ylo

n

T
h

e P
ro

p
h

ecies o
f Isaiah

In Isaiah 13 and 14, the destruction of B
abylon is predicted.  In

vigorous term
s, Isaiah describes how

 B
abylon w

ill be destroyed
and then w

ill never again be inhabited.  T
his identifies the tim

e
of the destruction as that particular period know

n as the “D
ay of

T
he L

ord” that is m
entioned throughout the scripture and is

associated w
ith the final day of G

od’s vengeance (Joel 2:10; M
al

4:5; D
an 12:1; M

t 24:21-22).  W
hen G

od destroys B
abylon, he

w
ill destroy all the evil in the w

orld.

Isaiah
 13

13:10  T
his exact im

agery is used in R
evelation 6 to describe the judgm

ent
of the T

ribulation just before the Second C
om

ing.

13:11-12  T
his startling idea parallels M

atthew
 24:21-22.  W

e can’t say
that the w

orld’s population has been on the brink of annihilation
before.

13:13  T
his clearly is yet future.

13:17 T
his reference to the M

edes is one of the reasons w
hy m

any have
view

ed this as referring to the events of 539 B
.C

.  H
ow

ever, nothing
prohibits the M

edes from
 being involved in the future.  T

he M
edes

w
ere a people w

ho occupied the m
ountainous area of northw

estern
Iran and northeastern Iraq, presently occupied by the K

urds today.

[U
nger: Palestinian C

ovenant: D
eut 30:1-10.]

D
ispersion for disobedience; D

eut 30:1; 28:63-68;
Future repentance (30:2)
R

eversal of fortunes and return to L
ord (v.3)

Final regathering and restoration (vv.3-5)
N

ational conversion (v.6)
Judgm

ent upon enem
ies (v.7)

O
bedience and m

illennial blessing (v.9)
Preparation: Jer 30:7
A

pplies individually (v.10)

“I, the L
ord of the celestial as w

ell as terrestrial arm
ies, w

ill cause
the curse to go forth, w

ith certainty and celerity.  W
ith certainty

because I w
ill send it forth, w

ith celerity because it shall go forth
as a flying scroll.”

R
ev 4:1 - 19:16;  Jer 30:7.

N
one w

ill be able to sin and hide from
 G

od in that day.  In our
present age—

an “A
ge of G

race,” or call it patience, longsuffering
—

w
hile the G

ospel of salvation is patiently proclaim
ed, a G

od is,
for the m

ost part, silent to the blasphem
ies and crim

es of ungodly
sinners, w

hile the heavens have received the crucified and risen
R

edeem
er “until the tim

es of the restitution of all things, w
hich

G
od hath spoken by the m

outh of all his holy prophets since the
w

orld began” (A
cts 3:21)... crim

inals, undetected, m
ay appear to

prosper.

T
he “destruction of the house”: as in the case of a leper (L

ev
14:45; A

m
os 3:15).

T
he opening of the Seven Sealed Scroll (R

ev 5:1-9) w
ill loose

judgm
ents that w

ill dispossess the usurper and his dem
ons and

w
icked m

en from
 the earth, preparatory to the advent of the K

ing
of kings and L

ord of lords to establish H
is rule and kingdom

.
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50:40 A
 repeated com

parison to the overthrow
 of Sodom

 and G
om

orrah,
w

hich has never yet happened to B
abylon.

50:41, 46  A
 m

ultinational force, not just the Persians.

51:7  A
 reading of the language clearly links this w

ith R
ev 17 and 18.

51:26 A
gain, a reference to the non-reuse of rem

aining m
aterials.  W

hen
R

obert K
oldew

ey arrived in B
abylon in the late 1800’s, he found

entire sections of the old city being m
ined for bricks. [K

oldew
ey,

p.168.]

51:45  A
gain, rem

arkably sim
ilar language as in R

evelation 17 and 18.

T
he destruction of B

abylon predicted by both Isaiah and Jerem
iah

has never been fulfilled.

R
evelatio

n
 17

N
otice that the prostitute is not the beast, but rides the beast.  She

initially exploits the beast, but is eventually destroyed by him
(R

ev. 17:16,17).

T
he reference to the “cup” is another link w

ith Jerem
iah, et al.

A
gain, note the distinction betw

een the W
om

an and the B
east.

M
ystery B

abylon as a false religious system
 is here identified

w
ith the city of R

om
e from

 the first century until this present
hour.

See our briefing package, T
he K

ingdom
 of B

lood for a m
ore

detailed review
.

R
evelatio

n
 18

T
he destruction of M

ystery B
abylon continues in C

hapter 18,
w

ith com
m

ercial as w
ell as religious overtones.  N

otice that there
are three groups that bem

oan her fall: kings, m
erchants, and those

w
ho trade by sea.  N

otice that here are 28 literal com
m

odities
listed: perhaps this is to prevent us from

 allegorizing these
references.

T
hey have been fighting T

urkey, Iran, and Iraq in an attem
pt to

establish their ow
n independent country of K

urdistan.  H
undreds of

K
urdish w

om
en and children w

ere the victim
s of Saddam

 H
ussein’s

poison gas attacks in 1987 and 1988 and the hatred by the M
edes for

the B
abylonians runs deep.

13:19  “T
he glory of the B

abylonians’ pride”: not R
om

e, nor allegorical:
literally, the C

haldeans’ pride.  O
verthrow

n like Sodom
 and G

om
orrah,

that is, w
ith “fire from

 heaven.”  T
his has yet to happen to B

abylon.

13:20  A
fter the Fall of B

abylon under the Persians, it w
as inhabited, even

by A
lexander and subsequently.

Isaiah
 14

14:1-2  It is also im
portant to note that this judgm

ent on B
abylon w

ill take
place at a tim

e w
hen Israel is resettled in their ow

n land from
 m

any
nations.  T

his cannot be applied to the fall of B
abylon to the Persians,

during w
hich Israel w

as still in captivity and in exile from
 the land.

14:22-27 C
learly, this is part of G

od’s clim
actic scenario as part of the

“D
ay of the L

ord” and is part of the final scenes at the end of the
“Seventieth W

eek” of D
aniel 9, and that is highlighted in M

atthew
 24

and R
evelation 6 through 19.

T
h

e P
ro

p
h

ecies o
f Jerem

iah

50:1-3  D
oes the “nation from

 the north” refer to M
agog or the R

ussians?

50:4  A
gain, the spiritual position of Israel is described.

50:9   A
gain, it appears to be an alliance of m

any nations that are com
ing

against B
abylon.

50:10-3 A
gain, the absence of subsequent habitation m

arks this event as
yet future.

50:15 A
gain, the period of tim

e is the “D
ay of V

engeance” of G
od, a tim

e
of clim

ax described throughout the Scripture and yet future.

50:20 T
he repeated references to the forgiveness of Israel im

ply a tim
e that

is after the N
ew

 T
estam

ent period alluded to in R
om

ans 11:25.  It
certainly cannot be applied to Israel at the tim

e of her return from
 the

B
abylonian captivity (Z

ech 12:10; 13:1).
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L
ead synonym

ous w
ith heaviness (E

x 15:10).

T
he cover is “lifted up” to introduce the [one] w

om
an into the

ephah. (N
ot the indefinite “a” w

om
an.)

“Sitting”: com
fortably surrounded by, flourishing in the center

of, the ephah.

8]
A

nd he said, T
his [is] w

ickedness. A
nd he cast it into the m

idst of the ephah;
and he cast the w

eight of lead upon the m
outh thereof.

W
om

an is identified; (L
X

X
:  avnomßa, anom

ia, “law
lessness.”)

(Sam
e as R

ev 17, 18?)

A
ll apostate m

ovem
ents since B

ab-E
l of N

im
rod (G

en 10:8-10).
T

his w
ill include pagan R

om
anism

; apostate Protestantism
; and

dem
onic Judaism

, and other evil religious forces in the last days.

T
he w

om
an appears to also be echoed in the w

om
an w

ith the
leaven (M

t 13:33) and the “W
om

an Jezebel” in R
ev 2:20; and

the w
om

an riding (“sitting upon”) the beast in R
ev 17:3-17.

“D
runk w

ith the blood of the saints and w
ith the blood of the

m
artyrs of Jesus”!? (R

ev 17:6).

T
w

o
 W

o
m

en
 W

ith
 W

in
g

s

9]
T

hen lifted I up m
ine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there cam

e out tw
o

w
om

en, and the w
ind [w

as] in their w
ings; for they had w

ings like the w
ings

of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah betw
een the earth and the heaven.

T
w

o w
om

en again, not angels.  W
ings of a stork, an unclean bird

(L
ev 11:19; D

eut 14:18).  A
gents of evil.

10]
T

hen said I to the angel that talked w
ith m

e, W
hither do these bear the ephah?

11]
A

nd he said unto m
e, T

o build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall
be established, and set there upon her ow

n base.

Shinar: (7X
) =

 the location of B
abylon (G

en 10:10; 11:2; Isa
11:11, et al). H

istory: N
im

rod, B
abE

l, =
>

 Pergam
os =

>
 R

om
e

...back to w
here it all started.

[T
he “A

ntichrist” w
ill be an A

ssyrian, driven to the gates of
N

im
rod: M

icah 5:1-6.]

T
he clear references to R

om
e, in both religious and com

m
ercial

term
s, have caused m

ost com
m

entators to identify “M
ystery

B
abylon” as the R

om
an religious system

 com
m

ingled w
ith the

em
erging E

uropean U
nion.  T

his allegorical view
 has over-

looked the re-em
ergence of a literal city of B

abylon as w
ell.

T
his apparent paradox m

ay be resolved by the vision of
Z

echariah 5:5-11!

5]
T

hen the angel that talked w
ith m

e w
ent forth, and said unto m

e, L
ift up now

thine eyes, and see w
hat [is] this that goeth forth.

“T
hen”: the w

aw
 consecutive continues the tem

poral sequence...

“L
ift up your eyes, if you w

ill”: angelic courtesy; cf. French, S’il
vous plaît; G

erm
an, bitte; E

nglish, “please.”

6]
A

nd I said, W
hat [is] it? A

nd he said, T
his [is] an ephah that goeth forth. H

e
said m

oreover, T
his [is] their resem

blance through all the earth.

E
phah =

 dry m
easure containing 10 om

ers (E
x 16:36); equivalent

to 1.05 bushels A
m

erican.  U
sed for flour (Judg 6:19) or barley

(R
uth 2:17).  E

qual to a bath or 1/10 of a kor (E
zek 45:11,14) and

contained one A
ttic m

etretes or 72 sextaries [Josephus, A
ntiqui-

ties V
III, 2, 9; X

V
, 9, 2.].

“T
his is their resem

blance...”  T
heir, a pronom

inal suffix w
hose

antecedent is in the previous vision. [K
eil, M

inor P
rophets, II,

p.283] A
lso, C

yril and Jerom
e see the ephah filling up the

m
easure of sins, etc.  C

f. G
en 15:16.  [Syriac and L

X
X

: “T
his is

their iniquity.”]

C
f. Jam

es 5:1-7. W
hat John saw

 in R
ev 18 (and Z

echariah sees
here) is not a city but a system

.

7]
A

nd, behold, there w
as lifted up a talent of lead: and this [is] a w

om
an that

sitteth in the m
idst of the ephah.

“T
alent”: a w

eight used for item
s of trade and for precious m

etals
as a m

edium
 of exchange.  L

argest w
eight: 20 gerahs w

ere equal
to 1 shekel; 50 shekels to 1 m

aneh; 60 m
anehs to 1 talent. 75.793

pounds avoirdupois, or 92.109 pounds troy. [B
row

n, D
river,

B
riggs, according to later B

abylonian reckoning, 108.29 pounds.]
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Z
ech

ariah
  6

T
he conclusion of the visions received that one night.  T

his vision
com

pletes the cycle begun w
ith the four horses.

1
Four H

orsem
en

Four H
orns

Four C
raftsm

en
2

M
an w

ith m
easuring line

3
Joshua and Satan
T

he B
ranch

4
L

am
pstand and tw

o olive trees
5

Flying Scroll
W

om
an in the E

phah
6

Four C
hariots

[T
raditionally, 8 visions; by som

e, 10.]

T
h

e F
o

u
r C

h
ario

ts
(T

he overthrow
 of G

entile pow
ers...)

1]
A

nd I turned, and lifted up m
ine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there cam

e
four chariots out from

 betw
een tw

o m
ountains; and the m

ountains w
ere

m
ountains of brass.

“T
hen I returned, and once again looked up...” finite verb w

ith
w

aw
 consecutive used adverbially.

“
T

he”
 tw

o m
ountains: H

ebrew
 definite article.

M
ost identify this w

ith M
t. Z

ion and M
t. O

lives [K
eil, B

aron,
Pusey, W

right, Feinberg, V
on O

reill, et al.].

T
he valley betw

een them
 set forth as the theatre of divine

judgm
ent (Z

ech 14:4; Joel 3:2, et al).  A
s early as E

usebius, 4
th

century, also Jerom
e, V

alley of Jehoshaphat (“Jehovah Judges”)
has been identified w

ith the V
alley of K

idron (C
f. Z

ech 14:2, 4).
[H

ow
ever, no valley in antiquity actually bore that nam

e.]

“B
rass (bronze)”: L

evitical sym
bol of judgm

ent.
B

rass serpent (N
um

 21:9; Jn 3;14).
B

razen altar in T
abernacle (E

x 27:2).
(in Solom

on’s T
em

ple: 30 tons!)

[See our briefing package, T
he M

ystery of B
abylon, or our

E
xpositional C

om
m

entary on R
evelation, for further discussion.]
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[A
lso, cf. 7 trum

pet angels and 7 bow
l angels in R

evelation 8, 9
and 15, 16.]

6]
T

he black horses w
hich [are] therein go forth into the north country; and the

w
hite go forth after them

; and the grisled go forth tow
ard the south country.

Inflation, fam
ine; then, conquest and victory. Pestilence, to the

south. M
uch has been said about the directions, north and south;

how
ever, east and w

est are im
passable (M

editerranean Sea and
the desert); all enem

y (and other) traffic alw
ays from

 the north
and south.

7]
A

nd the bay w
ent forth, and sought to go that they m

ight w
alk to and fro

through the earth: and he said, G
et you hence, w

alk to and fro through the
earth. So they w

alked to and fro through the earth.

A
fter the black and w

hite horsed-chariots have executed their
judgm

ents in the north country, and the dappled have done
likew

ise in the south, all go in every direction throughout the
w

hole earth.

8]
T

hen cried he upon m
e, and spake unto m

e, saying, B
ehold, these that go

tow
ard the north country have quieted m

y spirit in the north country.

N
orth: the traditional direction of Israel’s enem

ies.  B
abylon (Jer

1:14, 15; 25:9) esp. after Z
ech 5:5-11. A

lso, G
og, M

agog, et al.
(E

zek 38:6, 15; 39:2).

Im
m

ediately after the overthrow
 of G

entile pow
ers, com

es the
crow

ning of the M
essiah K

ing-Priest  (C
f. Ps 2:5,6; Isa 3:24-26;

4:2-6; 10:33, 34; 11:1-10; R
ev 19:19-21; 20:4-6).

[A
nother indication that the vision(s) of Z

echariah 1 - 6:8 are an
integral w

hole, and extend in scope to the establishm
ent of the

M
illennial kingdom

.]

T
h

e C
ro

w
n

in
g

 o
f Jo

sh
u

a

[N
ot a vision; an actual cerem

onial errand is involved.]

9]
A

nd the w
ord of the L

ord cam
e unto m

e, saying,

“T
hen,” after, the conclusion of the night visions.

B
ronze: C

opper +
 tin (from

 C
ornw

all, E
ngland, am

ong other
places).  H

arder and less m
alleable than copper alone; m

ore
suited for casting.  M

elting point about 1800-630
oC

 (T
in low

ers
m

elting point).  T
em

pering opposite from
 steel; hardens w

ith
repeated cooling.

B
rass: C

opper +
 Z

inc (plus m
inor am

ounts of lead and tin);
m

elting point about 1050-850
oC

 (Z
inc low

ers the m
elting point.)

2]
In the first chariot [w

ere] red horses; and in the second chariot black horses;
3]

A
nd in the third chariot w

hite horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay
horses.

[C
om

pare w
ith the four horsem

en of R
evelation 6:1-8:]

W
hite: conquering; victory. [N

ote: bow
,  a sym

bol of a cov-
enant? C

f. G
en 9:13, L

X
X

.]

[T
he w

orld w
ill think that it is entering the M

illennium
 under a

False M
essiah, w

hen it actually w
ill be entering the T

ribulation
period.]

R
ed: take peace from

 the earth; w
ar; bloodshed.

B
lack: inflation; fam

ine.
G

rizzled, dappled [!yDiruB], beruddim
, hail-spotted]: (R

ev: pale
green, clw

rovz (chloros) death, pestilence.)

4]
T

hen I answ
ered and said unto the angel that talked w

ith m
e, W

hat are these,
m

y lord?
5]

A
nd the angel answ

ered and said unto m
e, T

hese are the four spirits of the
heavens, w

hich go forth from
 standing before the L

ord of all the earth.

Spirits =
 w

inds. Standing before the L
ord (C

f. 1 K
gs 22:19; D

an
7:10; L

k 1:19.)  T
hus, angelic pow

ers.

A
lw

ays four-fold w
inds w

hen involving the earthly creation (Jer
49:36; E

zek 37:9; D
an 7:2; 8:8; Z

ech 2:6; M
k 13:27; R

ev 7:1)
[C

ould this be related to our four-dim
ensional earthly reality?]

“L
ord of the w

hole earth” =
 m

illennial in scope; universal rule
over the earth in the kingdom

 age (C
f. G

en 14:19, 22; Josh
3:11,13; Ps 97:5; M

ic 4:1-12, 13; Z
ech 4:14; R

ev 11:4; R
ev

19:16).
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a king and priest, uniquely, as a type (G
en 14:18; H

eb 5:6, 10;
6:20; 7:1-21; Ps 110:4).

[V
erses 12 &

 13 have been heralded as the m
ost inclusive and

com
plete portrait of the com

ing K
ing of Israel to be found in the

O
T

.]

12]
A

nd speak unto him
, saying, T

hus speaketh the L
ord of hosts, saying, B

ehold
the m

an w
hose nam

e is T
he B

ranch; and he shall grow
 up out of his place, and

he shall build the tem
ple of the L

ord:

T
he T

argum
, the A

ram
aic translation and paraphrase, renders the

passage:  “B
ehold the M

an, M
essiah is his nam

e, w
ho is to be

revealed.”

“B
ehold the m

an” - echoed by Pilate (Jn 19:5), w
hen the M

essiah
w

as w
earing a crow

n of thorns.  B
ut once again the cry, “behold

the m
an” w

ill sound w
hen H

e com
es in the clouds of heaven,

crow
ned w

ith m
any crow

ns (R
ev 19:12).

 Joshua here prefigures C
hrist: kingship (Ps 2:6); priesthood (Ps

110:4).

T
he B

ranch:
A

s a tender plant (Isa 53:2);
B

ranch of righteousness (Jer 33:15);
A

 grain of w
heat, dying (John 12:24);

Sprouted from
 the fallen trunk of D

avid (Isa 11:2). [A
t the

    tim
e of C

hrist, the royal line of D
avid had sunk into

     poverty and obscurity...indeed, a root out of a dry
   ground (Isa 53:2).]

T
he B

ranch, in a 4-fold w
ay:

1) B
ranch of D

avid: K
ing (Jer 23:5);

2) the Servant (Z
ech 3:8);

3) the m
an w

hose nam
e (Z

ech 6:12);
4) B

ranch of Y
H

W
H

 (Isa 4:2).

C
f. M

atthew
 (K

ing);  M
ark (Servant);  L

uke (M
an); John (G

od
the Son). [C

f. T
he D

esign of the G
ospels, on follow

ing page.]

10]
T

ake of [them
 of] the captivity, [even] of H

eldai, of T
obijah, and of Jedaiah,

w
hich are com

e from
 B

abylon, and com
e thou the sam

e day, and go into the
house of Josiah the son of Z

ephaniah;

R
eceive, accept, the donation brought by the returned exiles.

H
eldai =

 “L
ord’s w

orld”; or “robust”
T

obijah =
 “Y

ahw
eh is good”; “G

od’s G
oodness”

Jediaiah =
 “Y

ahw
eh know

s”

“C
om

e...personally..sam
e day” Z

echariah is uniquely prepared
to execute this errand as a fitting clim

ax to the vision that night.

T
he delegation bringing donations for the construction of the

tem
ple w

ere being entertained at Josiah’s house. [Josiah =
 “the

L
ord supports”: Z

ephaniah =
 “T

he L
ord conceals.”]

Z
echariah is to act out a clim

ax to the visions of the night; in fact,
it represents the clim

ax of the entire B
iblical dram

a!

11]
T

hen take silver and gold, and m
ake crow

ns, and set [them
] upon the head of

Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest;

T
he delegation w

ith princely gifts w
ere a precursor of the vast

num
bers of G

entiles w
ho w

ould bring their hom
age to the K

ing
and their w

ealth to build H
is T

em
ple in that future day.

Silver =
 L

evitically, blood (N
um

 8:16; 18:15,16; M
t 27:4-6; C

f.
E

x 28:25-27).  Sym
bolizing the Priesthood.  G

iven by Israelites
for the T

abernacle (E
x 25:3; 35:24).  G

iven by D
avid and

subjects for the T
em

ple (1 C
hr 28:14; 29:2, 6-9).

G
old =

 D
eity.  K

ingship.

“C
row

ns” =
 note the plural.  R

ev 19:12. N
ot on the head of

Z
erubbabel, w

hich w
ould have been m

isleading.  T
he office of

the king pertained alone to the house of D
avid (2 Sam

 7; Ps 89).
T

he priestly office w
as confined to the tribe of L

evi. [U
zziah’s

intrusion into the priestly office w
as a w

arning of G
od’s irrevo-

cable separation betw
een these tw

o functions (2 C
hr 26:16-21).]

Joshua, the high priest, could not really w
ear a crow

n; this w
as a

type pointing to the priestly kingship of C
hrist.  M

echizedek w
as
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“H
e... (even he, v.13) ...shall build the tem

ple”: the M
illennial

T
em

ple is m
eant (E

zek 40-42; Isa 2:2-4).

13]
E

ven he shall build the tem
ple of the L

ord; and he shall bear the glory, and
shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and
the counsel of peace shall be betw

een them
 both.

“T
hrone” =

 clearly the M
essiah, not Joshua the H

igh Priest.  H
e

typifies the com
ing K

ing, w
hose nam

e, also, is Y
eshua!

T
he heart of the B

ook of R
evelation prefigures the dispossession

of Satan, dem
ons, and w

icked m
en w

ho usurped the blood-
bought inheritance. N

ow
 the rightful ow

ner, as K
ing-Priest,

com
es into possession of the w

hole earth (C
f. G

en 14:19, 22) as
the “L

ast A
dam

,” regaining the forfeiture of the first A
dam

.  C
f.

Isa 56:6, 7.

14]
A

nd the crow
ns shall be to H

elem
, and to T

obijah, and to Jedaiah, and to H
en

the son of Z
ephaniah, for a m

em
orial in the tem

ple of the L
ord.

H
en (“graciousness”) =

 nicknam
e for Josiah.

C
row

ns a m
em

orial: A
ccording to the M

iddot, a rabbinical
authority on the T

em
ple, the crow

ns (pl.) W
ere hung in w

indow
s

in the height of the T
em

ple as a m
em

orial of this cerem
onial

crow
ning, rem

inding the people of the prophetic im
plications.

15]
A

nd they that are far off shall com
e and build in the tem

ple of the L
ord, and

ye shall know
 that the L

ord of hosts hath sent m
e unto you. A

nd this shall
com

e to pass, if ye w
ill diligently obey the voice of the L

ord your G
od.

“H
ath sent m

e”: T
he B

ranch H
im

self establishes the truth of the
W

ord of G
od, and the reality of the M

illennial T
em

ple, etc.

It is interesting that even m
any students of B

ible prophecy have
no grasp—

or confidence—
 in the M

illennial K
ingdom

 and this
culm

ination of G
od’s plan for the Planet E

arth, or Israel in
particular.

‘If ye...obey”:   echoes D
eut 28:1; conditions of participation in

the blessings. C
lim

ax: R
ev 5:9-10. T

hat is the goal tow
ard w

hich
w

e are m
oving: “...hast m

ade us unto our G
od kings and priests

and w
e shall reign upon the earth.”

*  Mark may have been Peter’s amanuensis (secretary)
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nom
inative case.  B

ethel located about 12 m
iles N

. of Jerusalem
;

prom
inent as a religious center under the N

orthern K
ingdom

from
 the tim

e Jeroboam
 I set up golden calves, etc.

Saharezer =
 B

abylonian nam
e, sharusur, “protect the king.”

Probably given to him
 during the exile (C

f. D
aniel, B

elteshazzur,
D

an 1:7 et al.  A
lso, Shadrach, M

eshach, A
bednego, etc.)

R
egem

m
elech =

 “king’s friend”?

B
ethelites had returned w

ith the rem
nant and rebuilt B

ethel (E
zra

2:28; N
eh 7:32; 11:31)

3]
[A

nd] to speak unto the priests w
hich [w

ere] in the house of the L
ord of hosts,

and to the prophets, saying, Should I w
eep in the fifth m

onth, separating
m

yself, as I have done these so m
any years?

T
isha B

’av: the m
ourning for the T

em
ple and the city burned by

the B
abylonians on the (5

th to the 10
th day) of the 5

th m
onth =

 the
“N

inth of A
v.”

2 K
gs 25:8-10; Jer 52:13. B

ethel acknow
ledged Jerusalem

 as the
ecclesiastical center.  (A

uthenticates H
aggai and Z

echariah as
spokesm

en for the L
ord.)

B
eth Y

hw
h contrasted w

ith B
eth ‘el.

W
ould that I (w

e) w
ould be free of these custom

s..

W
hy should they continue to m

ourn over a past tragedy w
hen the

present prosperity and progress w
ere being enjoyed.  W

hy should
they go on grieving w

hen their calam
ities had apparently passed

aw
ay?

A
re W

e S
ervin

g
 O

u
rselves o

r G
o

d
?

4]
T

hen cam
e the w

ord of the L
ord of hosts unto m

e, saying,
5]

Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, W
hen ye

fasted and m
ourned in the fifth and seventh [m

onth], even those seventy
years, did ye at all fast unto m

e, [even] to m
e?

“T
he W

ord of the L
ord:” N

ot just to B
ethel, but to “all the people

of the land.”

H
allelujah, indeed! H

ow
 im

portant it is to see things from
 G

od’s
perspective.  It is com

ing.  It is happening.  It should affect every
one of our personal priorities.  L

et us not lose sight of it!

L
et us keep our eyes—

our lives—
focused on H

im
!

*   *   *

Z
ech

ariah
 7

O
rg

an
izatio

n
 o

f th
e B

o
o

k

C
hapters 1-6: N

ight V
isions

C
hapters 7, 8: A

ttitudes of O
bedience

C
hapters 9-14: T

he Fulfillm
ent &

 R
estoration

A
pproxim

ately tw
o years after the night visions of C

hapters 1-6
describing the w

hole future of Israel, including the subjugation
of her enem

ies, her regathering in the L
and, her cleansing,

restoration, and the establishm
ent of the theocracy. (D

ecem
ber 7,

518 B.C.;  cf. v. 1 w
ith 1:7) and about halfw

ay through the period
of tem

ple rebuilding (520-516).

R
esult: T

em
ple rebuilding encouraged (1/2 done?). N

ow
 518

B
C

. [U
nger]  D

arius reconfirm
ed the original decree by C

yrus
(E

zra 6:1-14). R
esidences em

erged. (H
ag 1:4).

T
h

e Q
u

estio
n

 o
f F

astin
g

1]
A

nd it cam
e to pass in the fourth year of king D

arius, [that] the w
ord of the

L
ord cam

e unto Z
echariah in the fourth [day] of the ninth m

onth, [even] in
C

hisleu;

D
ated, again, by the G

entile reckoning (“T
im

es of the G
en-

tiles...”) U
ses N

isan as the 1
st m

onth.  (C
ontrast G

enesis and post-
E

xodus reckonings...)

2]
W

hen they had sent unto the house of G
od Sherezer and R

egem
m

elech, and
their m

en, to pray before the L
ord,

“H
ouse of G

od”: U
nger reckons these as being sent from

 B
ethel;
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A
re W

e L
isten

in
g

 to
 O

u
rselves o

r G
o

d
?

8]
A

nd the w
ord of the L

ord cam
e unto Z

echariah, saying,
9]

T
hus speaketh the L

ord of hosts, saying, E
xecute true judgm

ent, and shew
m

ercy and com
passions every m

an to his brother:

“T
he L

ord of the A
rm

ies”...

M
an’s duties to m

an are stressed, w
hich constitute the concrete

and visible proof of the reality of their relationship w
ith G

od.  (C
f.

E
pistle of Jam

es in the N
T

. Jam
es 2:14-26)

M
icah 6:8; 1 C

or 13.

10]
A

nd oppress not the w
idow

, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and
let none of you im

agine evil against his brother in your heart.

E
ach of these represent a helpless m

em
ber of society, particularly

exposed to unscrupulous m
en (E

x 22:22; 23:6-9; L
ev 19:15-18;

D
eut 10:18, 19; 24:14; Jer 7:6).

11]
B

ut they refused to hearken, and pulled aw
ay the shoulder, and stopped their

ears, that they should not hear.

“Pulled aw
ay the shoulder”: an agrarian term

, relating to the
difficulty in yoking an unyielding ox.  Intractably refusing.

“E
ars heavy”: dull; unresponsive.

12]
Y

ea, they m
ade their hearts [as] an adam

ant stone, lest they should hear the
law

, and the w
ords w

hich the L
ord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the form

er
prophets: therefore cam

e a great w
rath from

 the L
ord of hosts.

“A
dam

ant stone”: im
penetrably hard substance; em

ery or dia-
m

ond.  Flint-like.  It could not be graven itself, or receive the
characters of G

od. O
bdurate.

“H
earts”: singular, not plural; reference to the “inner m

an,”
com

prising m
ind, affections, and w

ill (D
eut 4:29; 6:5; 10:12;

Josh 22:5; 1 K
gs 2:4; 14:18; Ps 86:11.)

T
his statem

ent not only places the w
ords of the preexilic prophets

on a par w
ith the M

osaic L
aw

 but also identifies the Spirit of G
od

•
5

th m
onth: “T

isha B
’av.”

•
7

th m
onth: the Fast of G

edaliah: anniversary of the m
urder of

the governor w
hom

 the K
ing of B

abylon had appointed over
the land after the captivity (Jer 41:1-18; 2 K

gs 25:22-26).
•

10
th m

onth (T
ebeth) m

em
orialized the beginning of the siege

of Jerusalem
 (2 K

gs 25:1; Jer 39:1).

[In Z
echariah 8:19 another fast also added in the 4

th m
onth

(T
am

m
uz) com

m
em

orating the breaching of the w
alls of Jerusa-

lem
 during the final siege by the B

abylonians (2 K
gs 25:3; Jer

39:2-4).]

M
an-m

ade rituals not the real issue: a deeper problem
 of attitude.

T
he m

atter of the inquiry itself is left unansw
ered in C

hapters 7
&

 8 and is inconsequential and left unsettled.  T
hey w

ere not
observed for G

od’s glory and purely for self.

T
hese B

ethelites had utterly lost the sense of voluntary dedica-
tion to the L

ord in the m
atter of fasting: it had becom

e a legalistic
ritual, devoid of any glory to G

od or spiritual benefit to them
-

selves.

“M
e, even to m

e”: em
phasis on the personal aspect. D

id you
really fast?  W

as there any self-denial involved? For G
od’s glory;

not a legalistic asceticism
.

6]
A

nd w
hen ye did eat, and w

hen ye did drink, did not ye eat [for yourselves],
and drink [for yourselves]?

Focuses on the com
plete self-centeredness of people’s fasting

and m
ourning. “W

hether you eat or drink, or w
hatever you do, do

all to the glory of G
od” (1 C

or 10:31). [Fasting: M
t 9:14, 15; A

cts
13:2, 3; 14:23; 1 C

or 7:5; 2 C
or 6:5; 11:27; C

f. G
od’s C

hosen F
ast

by A
rthur W

allis.]

7]
[Should ye] not [hear] the w

ords w
hich the L

ord hath cried by the form
er

prophets, w
hen Jerusalem

 w
as inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities

thereof round about her, w
hen [m

en] inhabited the south and the plain?

In contrast w
ith the prosperity of the past, the present com

m
u-

nity—
struggling and poor—

w
as the result of their precious

disobedience.
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M
illennial. [D

id the Shekinah ever return after leaving the 1
st

T
em

ple? (E
zek 11:23); M

t 12:6.]

4]
T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; T

here shall yet old m
en and old w

om
en dw

ell
in the streets of Jerusalem

, and every m
an w

ith his staff in his hand for very
age.John 1:14.

5]
A

nd the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets
thereof.

(N
o autom

obiles!?)

6]
T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; If it be m

arvellous in the eyes of the rem
nant of

this people in these days, should it also be m
arvellous in m

ine eyes? saith the
L

ord of hosts.

“M
arvelous”: “if it be difficult to do” or “beyond one’s pow

er”
(C

f. Jer 32:17, 27; Isa 11:11, 12; 43:5, 6).

7]
T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; B

ehold, I w
ill save m

y people from
 the east

country, and from
 the w

est country;
8]

A
nd I w

ill bring them
, and they shall dw

ell in the m
idst of Jerusalem

: and they
shall be m

y people, and I w
ill be their G

od, in truth and in righteousness.
9]

T
hus saith the L

ord of hosts; L
et your hands be strong, ye that hear in these

days these w
ords by the m

outh of the prophets, w
hich [w

ere] in the day [that]
the foundation of the house of the L

ord of hosts w
as laid, that the tem

ple m
ight

be built.
10]

For before these days there w
as no hire for m

an, nor any hire for beast; neither
[w

as there any] peace to him
 that w

ent out or cam
e in because of the affliction:

for I set all m
en every one against his neighbour.

11]
B

ut now
 I [w

ill] not [be] unto the residue of this people as in the form
er days,

saith the L
ord of hosts.

12]
For the seed [shall be] prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground
shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew

; and I w
ill cause

the rem
nant of this people to possess all these [things].

13]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass, [that] as ye w

ere a curse am
ong the heathen, O

 house
of Judah, and house of Israel; so w

ill I save you, and ye shall be a blessing:
fear not, [but] let your hands be strong.

D
iaspora predicted:

A
 result of apostasy and sin: D

eut 28:15-62.
W

orldw
ide dispersion: D

eut 28:63-68.
T

heir national election set aside: R
om

 11:1-12;Jer 24:9.

as the Source (and prim
ary agency) of prophetic inspiration w

ho
spoke through hum

an agents (cf. 2 T
im

. 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21) as
secondary instrum

ents.

13]
T

herefore it is com
e to pass, [that] as he cried, and they w

ould not hear; so they
cried, and I w

ould not hear, saith the L
ord of hosts:

14]
B

ut I scattered them
 w

ith a w
hirlw

ind am
ong all the nations w

hom
 they knew

not. T
hus the land w

as desolate after them
, that no m

an passed through nor
returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

“Pleasant land”: Jer 3:19; Ps 106:24; D
an 11:16, 41.

Z
ech

ariah
 8

In the future, Israel’s fasts w
ill change to feasts! If you believe

that G
od is through w

ith Israel, you cannot handle the B
ook of

Z
echariah!  (O

r m
ost other O

T
 prophets, for that m

atter!  O
r the

B
ook of Psalm

s...)

[Prophetic Scriptures should alw
ays be expounded w

ith a m
oral

and spiritual appeal and challenge to present-day audiences.]

“L
ord of the A

rm
ies” =

 18X
 in this chapter.

“Jerusalem
” =

 6X
; Z

ion =
 2X

.
“Jealous” =

 3X
.

“R
em

nant” =
 2X

 (from
 all 12, not just 2, tribes).

“T
hus saith the L

ord” =
 10X

.

A
re W

e b
elievin

g
 a L

ie o
r th

e T
ru

th
?

1]
A

gain the w
ord of the L

ord of hosts cam
e [to m

e], saying,
2]

T
hus saith the L

ord of hosts; I w
as jealous for Z

ion w
ith great jealousy, and

I w
as jealous for her w

ith great fury.

[D
oes G

od ever change?  D
on’t m

ess around w
ith the “apple of

H
is eye”!]

3]
T

hus saith the L
ord; I am

 returned unto Z
ion, and w

ill dw
ell in the m

idst of
Jerusalem

: and Jerusalem
 shall be called a city of truth; and the m

ountain of
the L

ord of hosts the holy m
ountain.
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It w
as also the day on w

hich the city of B
ehar w

as taken under B
ar

K
okbah (A

D
 135) only to fall in G

entile hands w
ho put everyone

to death including B
ar K

okbah.

A
lso on A

ug 9, w
icked T

urnus R
ufus ploughed up the hill of the

sanctuary and thus fulfilled M
icah’s prophecy, “Z

ion shall be
ploughed as a field.”

Fast of the 10
th m

onth m
arked the beginning of the siege by

N
ebuchadnezzar in his 9

th year (2 K
gs 25:1; Jer 39:1; 52:4).

Fasts to Feasts: Isa 61:2, 3.

20]
T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; [It shall] yet [com

e to pass], that there shall com
e

people, and the inhabitants of m
any cities:

21]
A

nd the inhabitants of one [city] shall go to another, saying, L
et us go speedily

to pray before the L
ord, and to seek the L

ord of hosts: I w
ill go also.

22]
Y

ea, m
any people and strong nations shall com

e to seek the L
ord of hosts in

Jerusalem
, and to pray before the L

ord.

Isa 65:19.  Isa 2:2,3.  Psa 122.

23]
T

hus saith the L
ord of hosts; In those days [it shall com

e to pass], that ten m
en

shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the
skirt of him

 that is a Jew
, saying, W

e w
ill go w

ith you: for w
e have heard [that]

G
od [is] w

ith you.

[M
essianic fellow

ships: 0%
 G

entile!]

B
ib

lio
g

rap
h

y

B
aldw

in, Joyce, T
yndale O

ld T
estam

ent C
om

m
entaries - H

aggai, Z
echariah,

M
alachi, Inter-V

arsity Press, L
ondon, 1974.

B
aron, D

., T
he V

isions and P
rophecies of Z

echariah, K
regel Publishers, G

rand
R

apids, M
I, 1972.

B
oice, Jam

es M
ontgom

ery, T
he M

inor P
rophets, vol. 2, Z

ondervan C
orp., G

rand
R

apids, M
I, 1986.

B
row

n, B
riggs and D

river, T
he N

ew
 B

row
n, B

riggs and D
river H

ebrew
 and

E
nglish L

exicon of the O
ld T

estam
ent, A

ssociated Publishers and A
uthors,

Inc., L
afayette, IN

, 1981.
B

ullinger, E
.W

., T
he C

om
panion B

ible, Z
ondervan B

ible Publishers, G
rand

R
apids, M

I, 1958.
D

entan, R
obert C

., “Z
echariah” in T

he Intrepreter’s B
ible, V

ol. 6, A
bingdon

Press, N
ashville, T

N
, 1956.

N
ot term

inated until they “look unto H
im

 w
hom

 they pierced”
(Z

ech 12:10-14).

14]
For thus saith the L

ord of hosts; A
s I thought to punish you, w

hen your fathers
provoked m

e to w
rath, saith the L

ord of hosts, and I repented not:

T
he trials of the captivity w

ere not m
ere accidents or unexplain-

able calam
ities: they w

ere according to the unerring purpose of
an unchanging G

od.

15]
So again have I thought in these days to do w

ell unto Jerusalem
 and to the

house of Judah: fear ye not.
16]

T
hese [are] the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every m

an the truth to his
neighbour; execute the judgm

ent of truth and peace in your gates:

B
e doers of the W

ord.  Jam
es 1:22.

17]
A

nd let none of you im
agine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and

love no false oath: for all these [are things] that I hate, saith the L
ord.

T
w

o positive; tw
o negative.

A
re W

e R
ead

y fo
r th

e F
u

tu
re?

18]
A

nd the w
ord of the L

ord of hosts cam
e unto m

e, saying,
19]

T
hus saith the L

ord of hosts; T
he fast of the fourth [m

onth], and the fast of
the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the
house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth
and peace.

Fast of the 4
th m

onth lam
ented the opening of the city of

Jerusalem
 to N

ebuchadnezzar as a result of the extrem
ity of

fam
ine w

ithin the w
alls during Z

edeciah’s 11
th year (Jer 39:2, 3;

52:6, 7).

T
isha B

’av: A
ug 9, 587 B

.C
., Jerusalem

 finally fell to
N

ebuchadnezzar.

It w
as also the day w

hen G
od decreed that the people in the

w
ilderness should not enter the land because of their unbelief.

It w
as not only the day on w

hich Solom
on’s T

em
ple w

as
destroyed, but also the 2

nd T
em

ple by the R
om

ans.
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Z
ech

ariah
 9

T
he scope of this final section (9 - 14) is the sam

e as the visions
of C

hapters 1-6: from
 Z

echariah’s tim
e to the establishm

ent of
the K

ingdom
 over Israel in blessing (A

cts 1:6).  T
he tim

e the fasts
becom

e feasts.

9-11: T
he 1

st  A
dvent.

12-14: T
he 2

nd A
dvent, the Shepherd-K

ing

[T
he m

arvelous unity of the book binds C
hapters 1-8 w

ith 9-14
and argues against any “D

eutero-Z
echariah” theory.]

Supplem
ental B

ackground:
C

hronology of the E
xile,

U
nger, p.9-12

D
iscussion of unity of book, etc.

U
nger, p.12-14

M
any of the m

ore com
petent com

m
entators suggest that this

section has a double application, setting forth the im
m

ediate, and
also yet future, judgm

ent upon the kingdom
s surrounding Israel.

In verses 1-8, the cam
paign of A

lexander the G
reat is high-

lighted: his successes in vv.1-7; the deliverance of Jerusalem
 in

v.8.

A
lexan

d
er T

h
e G

reat

1]
T

he burden of the w
ord of the L

ord in the land of H
adrach, and D

am
ascus

shall be the rest thereof: w
hen the eyes of m

an, as of all the tribes of Israel,
shall be tow

ard the L
ord.

H
adrach (only here in O

T
), now

 identified w
ith H

atarika m
en-

tioned in the annals of A
ssyrian kings as an A

ram
aean country

near D
am

ascus and H
am

ath against w
hich A

ssyria cam
paigned

in 772, 755, and 733 B
.C

.[T
he M

inor P
rophets, p. 450 and also

R
obert C

. D
entan, “Z

echariah” in T
he Interpreter’s B

ible, V
ol. 6,

p. 1093.]  T
he reference to H

adrach on the 8
th century B

.C
. stele

of K
ing Z

akar or H
am

ath attests to its influence as a nam
e for the

entire hinterland region of Phoenicia, beyond the A
ntilebanon

m
ountains from

 D
am

ascus and South Syria to N
orth Syria in the

region of A
rpad.[E

. K
raeling, R

and-M
cN

ally B
ible A

tlas, m
ap

X
I, p. 245.]
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4]
B

ehold, the L
ord w

ill cast her out, and he w
ill sm

ite her pow
er in the sea; and

she shall be devoured w
ith fire.

A
lexander took it in only 7 m

onths!  H
e built a causew

ay, directed
new

 siege engines against it, and exploited a navy am
assed from

nearby city states.

G
aza

5]
A

shkelon shall see [it], and fear; G
aza also [shall see it], and be very

sorrow
ful, and E

kron; for her expectation shall be asham
ed; and the king shall

perish from
 G

aza, and A
shkelon shall not be inhabited.

O
nly 4 of the 5 capital cities of Philitia are m

entioned.  (G
ath at

that tim
e w

as probably incorporated into Judah. C
f. A

m
os 1:6-8;

Z
eph 2:4; Jer 25:20.)

G
aza held out for 5 m

onths; the king, B
atis, w

as dragged to death;
10,000 of its inhabitants slaughtered, the rest sold into bondage.

6]
A

nd a bastard shall dw
ell in A

shdod, and I w
ill cut off the pride of the

Philistines.

rzEm]m, m
am

zer, “bastard, illegitim
ate,” from

 a root m
eaning “to

alienate.” [C
ould this be a rem

nant of the R
ephaim

 (G
en 6:4,

“also after that...”)?]

7]
A

nd I w
ill take aw

ay his blood out of his m
outh, and his abom

inations from
betw

een his teeth: but he that rem
aineth, even he, [shall be] for our G

od, and
he shall be as a governor in Judah, and E

kron as a Jebusite.

R
eference seem

s to be m
ade to the rem

nant of the tribes of
C

anaan w
ho w

ere incorporated into the com
m

onw
ealth of Israel

in the tim
e of D

avid and Solom
on.  (C

f. A
raunah, 2 Sam

 24:18;
also 1 K

gs 9:20, 21.)  Philistia w
ill becom

e part of the people of
G

od and w
ill share in the blessings of Israel.

T
h

e D
eliveran

ce o
f Jeru

salem

8]
A

nd I w
ill encam

p about m
ine house because of the arm

y, because of him
 that

passeth by, and because of him
 that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass

through them
 any m

ore: for now
 have I seen w

ith m
ine eyes.

[K
eep a w

eather eye out on D
am

ascus, the oldest continually
inhabited city on the Planet E

arth: Isa 17:1 has yet to be fulfilled.]

2]
A

nd H
am

ath also shall border thereby; T
yrus, and Z

idon, though it be very
w

ise.H
am

ath w
as the principal city of U

pper Syria, on the O
rontes.  It

w
as A

ntiochus E
piphanes w

ho nam
ed it E

piphania.

A
t the B

attle of Issus in SE
 A

sia M
inor (O

ctober, 333 B
.C

.)
A

lexander the G
reat inflicted a defeat upon D

arius and the
Persians w

hich threw
 open Syria and Israel to his lightning-like

conquests, and exposed E
gypt to his victorious arm

ies.

T
he prophet has in view

 the defeat of the historic enem
ies of

Israel: D
am

ascus, H
am

ath, and cities of the Syrian interior, and
then the cities along the M

editerranean coast that stood in the
conqueror’s w

ay in his victorious sw
eep into E

gypt.

A
lexander—

the prophet em
phasizes—

w
as visible as the instru-

m
ent of the L

ord.

T
yre

3]
A

nd T
yrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust,

and fine gold as the m
ire of the streets.

T
yrus (T

yre) is singled out for special m
ention.  T

yre is the
exem

plar of the m
aterialistic w

orld.  H
ere perverted w

isdom
 and

pride is m
anifested through her “prince” (E

zek 28:2, 4-8) w
hich

is then expanded by E
zekiel to em

brace the pre-fall career of
Satan (E

zek 28:11-19). [M
erril F. U

nger, B
iblical D

em
onology,

pp. 181-200.]

T
yre (H

eb. T
sor, “rock”; G

reek, T
uros) is involved in an inten-

tional pun on m
atsor, “bulw

ark, citadel, or ram
parts” from

 the
root tsur, “to besiege.” Surrounded by a w

all 150 ft. high as an
off-shore island fortress, an insular bastion of w

ealth.

T
he A

ssyrians under Shalm
aneser besieged it for 5 years unsuc-

cessfully.  T
he C

haldeans under N
ebuchadnezzar tried for 13

years in vain.  T
he pride and self-security of the T

yrians w
ere

proverbial.
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cerem
onial purposes.  (Som

ew
hat analogous to the earlier use of

L
atin am

ong the C
atholics.)

T
h

e S
ep

tu
ag

in
t

In order to m
ake the Jew

ish scriptures (w
hat w

e call the O
ld

T
estam

ent) available to the average Jew
ish believer, a project

w
as undertaken to translate the H

ebrew
 scriptures into G

reek.
Seventy scholars w

ere com
m

issioned to com
plete this w

ork and
the result is know

n as the “Septuagint” (“70”) translation of the
O

ld T
estam

ent.  (T
his is often abbreviated “L

X
X

” and is so
show

n on the diagram
 on the follow

ing page.)

It is critical to our interest to establish that the book of D
aniel w

as
in docum

ented form
 alm

ost three centuries before C
hrist w

as
born.

(T
he B

ook of D
aniel is actually one of the m

ost authenticated
books of the O

ld T
estam

ent, historically and archaeologically,
but this approach is a convenient short-cut for our purposes here.)

G
ab

riel’s Z
in

g
er

O
riginally deported as a teenage, D

aniel w
as reading in the B

ook
of Jerem

iah near the end of the B
abylonian captivity.  H

e
understood that the seventy years of servitude w

ere alm
ost over

and he began to pray for his people.

T
he A

ngel G
abriel interrupted D

aniel’s prayer and gave him
 a

four-verse prophecy that is unquestionably the m
ost rem

arkable
passage in the entire B

ible: D
aniel 9:24-27. T

he four verses
include the follow

ing:

9:24
T

he Scope of the prophecy: 70 w
eeks (of years);

9:25
T

he 69 w
eeks of years;

9:26
T

he interval betw
een the 69

th and the 70
th w

eek of
years;

9:27
T

he 70
th W

eek of years (yet future).

Josephus, A
ntiquities, X

I, 8:3-6.  A
lexander’s request for tribute

w
as refused by Jaddua, the high priest, w

ho refused to break his
oath of loyalty to D

arius.  A
lexander, in a rage, threatened severe

punishm
ent upon Jerusalem

 as soon as T
yre had fallen and he had

reduced the Philistine strongholds.  Juaddua ordered the popula-
tion to m

ake sacrifices to G
od and pray for deliverance.  In a

dream
, Jaddua w

as told to go and m
eet A

lexander.

W
hen A

lexander w
as not far from

 the city, the high priest led a
venerable procession to m

eet him
.  W

hen A
lexander saw

 the
vestm

ents, etc., he saluted the high priest, adored the nam
e of

Y
H

W
H

, and said he had seen this in a dream
 at D

ios in M
acedonia.

Presented w
ith the prophecies of his ow

n career in D
aniel (7 &

8), he treated the Jew
s kindly and spared the city.

“O
ppressor not overrun...”  O

nly true after the 2
nd A

dvent; not the
1

st. [A
fter A

lexander’s death, the Seleucids, and then the R
o-

m
ans, w

ere cruel and terrible.] T
he prophet passes to the far

future and the final deliverance of the city (chapters 12 &
 14.  C

f.
Isa 60:18; E

ze 28:24).

In contrast w
ith the conqueror A

lexander, com
es another figure

of a K
ing and D

eliverer, a divine Prince, Israel’s ow
n K

ing.

Israel’s O
w

n
 K

in
g

9]
R

ejoice greatly, O
 daughter of Z

ion; shout, O
 daughter of Jerusalem

: behold,
thy K

ing com
eth unto thee: he [is] just, and having salvation; low

ly, and
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. T

he U
nexpected K

ing

Irrefu
tab

ly D
o

cu
m

en
ted

T
o fully appreciate the rem

arkable significance of the follow
ing,

it is essential to realize that the book of D
aniel, as part of the O

ld
T

estam
ent, w

as translated into G
reek prior to 270 B

.C
., alm

ost
three centuries before C

hrist w
as born.  T

his is a w
ell-know

n
established fact of secular history.

A
fter his conquest of the B

abylonian E
m

pire, A
lexander the

G
reat prom

oted the G
reek language throughout the know

n
w

orld, and thus alm
ost everyone spoke G

reek.  E
ven am

ong the
Jew

s, H
ebrew

 fell into disuse, being reserved prim
arily for
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T
h

e S
co

p
e

9:24 Seventy w
eeks are determ

ined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to
finish the transgression, and to m

ake an end of sins, and to m
ake reconcili-

ation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the m

ost H
oly.

T
he idiom

 of a “w
eek” of years w

as com
m

on in Israel as a
“sabbath for the land” in w

hich the land w
as to lie fallow

 every
seventh year.  (L

ev 25:1-22; 26:33-35; D
eut 15.)  It w

as their
failure to obey these law

s that led to G
od sending them

 into
captivity by the B

abylonians (II C
hr 36:20-21).

T
he focus of this passage is upon “thy people and upon thy holy

city”: that is, upon Israel and Jerusalem
. (It is significant to note

that it does not focus on the G
entiles nor the C

hurch.) T
he scope

of this prophecy is conspicuously broad and, w
ithout dw

elling on
the theology it em

braces, it is clear that it has yet to be fulfilled.

T
h

e F
irst 69 W

eeks

A
 m

easurable prediction occurs in verse 25:

9:25  K
now

 therefore and understand, that from
 the  going forth of the com

m
and-

m
ent to restore and to build Jerusalem

 unto the M
essiah the Prince shall be

seven w
eeks, and three-score and tw

o w
eeks: the streets shall be built again,

and the w
all, even in troublesom

e tim
es.

T
his is a m

athem
atical prophecy.  A

s w
e have noted in previous

articles, the Jew
ish (and B

abylonian) calendars used a 360-day
year (G

en 7:24; 8:3,4; R
ev 11:2; 12:6; 13:3, 5; etc.), and 69 w

eeks
of 360 day years totals 173,880 days.  In effect, the A

ngel G
abriel

told D
aniel that the interval betw

een the com
m

andm
ent to

rebuild Jerusalem
 until the presentation of the M

essiah as K
ing

w
ould be 173,880 days.

B
u

ll’s E
ye

T
he com

m
andm

ent to restore and build Jerusalem
 w

as given by
A

rtaxerxes L
ongim

anus on M
arch 14, 445 B

.C
.  (T

he em
phasis

on the street and the w
all is to avoid confusion w

ith other
m

andates involving the T
em

ple itself.)
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T
he sixty-tw

o “w
eeks” follow

 the initial seven, so verse 26 deals
w

ith events after the 69
th w

eek of years.

T
he M

essiah is to be “cut-off”: the H
ebrew

 is “karat” w
hich

m
eans to be executed.  Y

es, the O
ld T

estam
ent predicts that the

M
essiah is to be killed!   T

hat is exactly w
hat happened at the

crucifixion.  (See F
ootprints of the M

essiah for an indepth study
of the O

ld T
estam

ent predictions about the M
essiah.)

A
lso, “the people of the prince that shall com

e” (see B
ehold a

W
hite H

orse B
riefing Package for a study of the different titles

used in the O
ld and N

ew
 T

estam
ents) w

ould destroy the city and
the sanctuary.  T

hat very w
eek Jesus also predicted the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem
:

“For the days shall com
e upon thee, that thine enem

ies shall cast a
trench about thee, and com

pass thee round, and keep thee in on
every side, and shall lay thee even w

ith the ground, and thy children
w

ithin thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knew

est not the tim
e of thy visitation.”

L
uke 19:43-44

It is significant that Jesus held them
 accountable to have recog-

nized this very day from
 D

aniel’s prophecy.

Indeed, 38 years after C
hrist w

as crucified, in 70 A
.D

., T
itus

V
espasian, w

ith the Fifth, T
enth, T

w
elfth, and Fifteenth R

om
an

L
egions leveled the city of Jerusalem

 exactly as both D
aniel and

Jesus had w
arned in advance.

For over 1900 years, there has been no T
em

ple in Jerusalem
.

T
h

e 70
th W

eek

T
here is one w

eek of years yet rem
aining to be fulfilled.  T

his
final seven year period is the subject of a great num

ber of
passages that w

e cannot even sum
m

arize here.  B
ut it is clear that

the events of this rem
aining w

eek of years requires the rebuilding
of the T

em
ple in Jerusalem

 (M
t 24:15; 2 T

hess 2:4; etc.).

T
he provocative new

s is that they have begun!  (D
o see our

briefing package, T
he C

om
ing T

em
ple.)

“T
he M

essiah the Prince” is actually the M
eshiach N

agid, “T
he

M
essiah the K

ing.”  (N
agid is first used of K

ing Saul.)

D
uring the m

inistry of Jesus C
hrist there w

ere several occasions
in w

hich the people attem
pted to prom

ote H
im

 as K
ing, but H

e
carefully avoided it (Jn 6:15; alw

ays in control: Jn 7:30, 44; 8:59;
10:39).  “M

ine hour is not yet com
e.”

T
h

e T
riu

m
p

h
al E

n
try

T
hen one day, H

e m
eticulously arranges it.  (L

k 19:28-40.)  O
n

this particular day H
e rode into the city of Jerusalem

 on a donkey,
specifically fulfilling a prophecy by Z

echariah that the M
essiah

the K
ing w

ould present H
im

self in just that w
ay.  (Z

ech 9:9.)

W
e easily m

iss the significance of w
hat w

as going on, but the
Pharisees didn’t.  (T

hey felt the crow
d w

as blasphem
ing.  Jesus

endorsed it: L
k 19:38-40.)

T
his is the only occasion that Jesus presented H

im
self as K

ing.
T

his occurred on A
pril 6, 32 A

.D
.  (L

k 3:1: T
iberias appointed in

14 A
.D

.; 15
th year, 29 A

.D
.; the 4

th Passover occurred in 32 A
.D

.)

T
h

e P
recisio

n
 o

f P
ro

p
h

ecy

W
hen w

e exam
ine the period betw

een M
arch 14, 445 B

.C
. and

A
pril 6, 32 A

.D
., and correct for leap years (A

dd one day for
every 4 years, but subtract 3 for every century.), etc., w

e discover
that it is 173,880 days exactly, to the very day!

H
ow

 could D
aniel have know

n this in advance?  H
ow

 could
anyone have contrived to have that detailed prediction docu-
m

ented over three centuries in advance?  B
ut there’s m

ore.

T
h

e In
terval

T
here appears to be a gap betw

een the 69
th w

eek (verse 25) and
70

th w
eek (verse 27):

9:26 A
nd after threescore and tw

o w
eeks shall M

essiah be cut off, but not for
him

self: and the people of the prince that shall com
e shall destroy the city and

the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be w
ith a flood and unto the end of

the w
ar desolations are determ

ined.
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13]
W

hen I have bent Judah for m
e, filled the bow

 w
ith E

phraim
, and raised up

thy sons, O
 Z

ion, against thy sons, O
 G

reece, and m
ade thee as the sw

ord of
a m

ighty m
an.

Judah +
 E

phraim
: no “lost tribes” here.

Sons stirred: the W
ar of the M

accabees (175-163 B
.C

.).  V
erses

13-17 seem
 to refer to the conflicts and victories of the M

accabean
age, 2

nd century B
.C

. (D
an 11:32; also 8:9-14).

14]
A

nd the L
ord shall be seen over them

, and his arrow
 shall go forth as the

lightning: and the L
ord G

od shall blow
 the trum

pet, and shall go w
ith

w
hirlw

inds of the south.

Shofar: the curved horn of the ram
, used as an instrum

ent of
alarm

 (E
x 19:16; Judg 7:22) or in sacred cerem

onies (L
ev 25:9;

Ps 47:5; 81:3; 150:3).

15]
T

he L
ord of hosts shall defend them

; and they shall devour, and subdue w
ith

sling stones; and they shall drink, [and] m
ake a noise as through w

ine; and
they shall be filled like bow

ls, [and] as the corners of the altar.

T
he L

ord w
ill defend them

.  C
f. Ps 2.

16]
A

nd the L
ord their G

od shall save them
 in that day as the flock of his people:

for they [shall be as] the stones of a crow
n, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.

In that day... the flock of H
is people... Protected by their Shep-

herd (Ps 23;  Ps 100). Jew
els (M

al 3:17). E
nsign (Isa 11:11, 12).

17]
For how

 great [is] his goodness, and how
 great [is] his beauty! corn shall m

ake
the young m

en cheerful, and new
 w

ine the m
aids.

G
reat is H

is goodness: Ps 31:19; 145:7; Isa 33:17, et al.  Ps 45.

*   *   *

Z
ech

ariah
 10

V
erse 1 is view

ed by m
any as the last verse of C

hapter 9.

1]
A

sk ye of the L
ord rain in the tim

e of the latter rain; [so] the L
ord shall m

ake
bright clouds, and give them

 show
ers of rain, to every one grass in the field.

W
e can expect the sam

e precision in the fulfillm
ent of the

rem
aining portions of this rem

arkable prophecy.  It is, indeed,
tim

e to do our hom
ew

ork. (For a detailed B
riefing Package,

including tw
o tape cassettes, notes and diagram

s, and a com
pre-

hensive bibliography, do see D
aniel’s Seventy W

eeks.)

[T
he above article w

as excerpted from
 P

ersonal U
P

D
A

T
E

,
M

arch 1992, p. 5-8 and M
arch 1996, p. 19-23.]

*   *   *

H
e is just, righteous: Isa 11:3-5; Ps 45:6, 8; 2 Sam

 23:3; Jer 23:5,
6; Isa 9:6. H

aving salvation: 1 C
or 1:30; Phil 3:8, 9; R

om
 3:26;

2 C
or 5:21; 1 Jn 2:1. H

um
ble, low

ly: Phil 2:5-7; Isa 52:13-53:12.

E
p

h
raim

10]
A

nd I w
ill cut off the chariot from

 E
phraim

, and the horse from
 Jerusalem

,
and the battle bow

 shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen:
and his dom

inion [shall be] from
 sea [even] to sea, and from

 the river [even]
to the ends of the earth.

[B
etw

een vv. 9 &
 10 is an unseen interval em

bracing the church
age in w

hich w
e live.  T

his w
as hidden in the O

T
 (C

f. E
ph 3:3-

6).]

T
he rule of the M

essiah w
ill rem

ove all the instrum
ents of w

ar
from

 H
is people (H

os 1:7). H
is rule w

ill be over the entire earth,
centered in Jerusalem

.

11]
A

s for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners
out of the pit w

herein [is] no w
ater.

A
braham

ic covenant: G
en 15:9-12, 18-20.

M
osaic covenant: E

x 24:8; H
eb 9:18-20.

Joseph’s predicam
ent: G

en 37:24; C
f. Jerem

iah 38:6.

12]
T

urn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare
[that] I w

ill render double unto thee;

D
ouble portion to first-born: D

eut 21:15-17.
Israel w

as “first-born”: E
x 4:22.
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T
his passage connects w

ith latter day idolatry of Israel, as does
Z

ech 13:1-8. D
ivination is prohibited by G

od (D
eut 18:10).

F
alse dream

s: Jer 23:32; 27:9-10.

T
he com

ing deceptions w
ill include those of cosm

ic proportions:
U

FO
s? A

liens?  A
bductions? [D

o see our briefing package, T
he

R
eturn of the N

ephilim
, for further study.]

S
h

ep
h

erd
s

3]
M

ine anger w
as kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for

the L
ord of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath m

ade them
as his goodly horse in the battle.

“Punished” and “visited”: sam
e H

ebrew
 w

ord,  dqP; paqadh.
T

w
o m

eanings: w
ith direct of the person, w

ith favor.  W
ith the

preposition ‘al and the person, w
ith disfavor.

Shepherds: leaders.  (Jer 23; E
zek 34). People, like sheep,

require guidance; apt to w
ander.  (W

ill alw
ays find and exploit,

a hole in any fence.)

False shepherds w
ho had turned to the occult (C

f. Z
ech 11).

G
oats: uncom

plim
entary term

. Isa 14:9, “chief ones of the earth;
E

zek 34:17, distinguished from
 H

is sheep (M
t 25:32-33); Jer

50:8, leaders. [C
f. T

he “judas goat” at the John M
orrell C

om
pany

for U
nited B

rands...]

False com
fort from

 counterfeits. [H
aving a m

illion dollars hid-
den in your safe; only to discover they w

ere counterfeit, and thus
w

orse than useless.]

A
re w

e too intelligent to be sw
ayed by superstition? T

he G
reeks

w
ere intelligent, yet they m

ade their trips to the O
racle of D

elphi.
T

he m
urm

urings of the O
racle w

ould launch navies, rem
ove

kings, and alter the course of history. W
ere these just supersti-

tions?  O
r w

ere they dem
onic?

H
ow

 do U
FO

s appear on radar and leave radioactivity behind?
A

re the “alien abductions” hallucinations or are there really alien
beings attem

pting to foster hybrids? “If it w
ere possible, they w

ill

L
iteral or sym

bolic?  B
oth.  Joel 2:28; A

cts 2:17, 18.
L

iteral: D
eut 11:14-17; Jer 3:3; 14:22; Joel 2:23.

I’m
 told that the rainfall is increasing. B

ut w
ater is still the biggest

problem
—

next to the legacy of hate from
 Islam

—
in Israel.

[T
he best w

ay for Israel to get m
ore w

ater w
ould be to turn to

G
od!]

Productivity of the land w
as prom

ised as a direct rew
ard to

obedience of the nation in its covenant relationship (L
ev 26:3,4;

D
eut 11:13-15).

Scarcity of rain is one of the curses in the tribulation period (R
ev

11:6).

Id
o

ls

2]
For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have
told false dream

s; they com
fort in vain: therefore they w

ent their w
ay as a

flock, they w
ere troubled, because [there w

as] no shepherd.

Idols: T
eraphim

, (15X
 in O

T
) household gods.

N
ear N

ineveh, at a place called N
uzu, excavations have revealed

tablets w
hich illum

inate the custom
s during the patriarchal

period.  Possession of these “household gods” im
plied leadership

of the fam
ily and also w

ere the key to the father’s property.  T
his

also explains the issue w
hen R

achel stole the teraphim
 from

 the
hom

e of L
aban and concealed them

 (G
en 31:30-34ff).

D
iviners: the occultic counterfeiting of prophecy.

D
ivination =

 “to cut or divide.”

H
epatoscopy: divination by exam

ining the liver; the shape of
things to com

e.  E
zek 21:21.  A

lso, entrails of birds and anim
als

(Josh 13:22; 1 Sam
 6:2).

B
alaam

 w
as a diviner (N

um
 22; Josh 13:22).  O

f Philistines (1
Sam

 6:2). O
f B

abylon (Isa 44:25; E
zek 21:21)  O

f false prophets
of Israel (Jer 27:9; 29:8; M

ic 3:6; E
zek 13:23; D

eut 18:10).
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Ju
d

ah

6]
A

nd I w
ill strengthen the house of Judah, and I w

ill save the house of Joseph,
and I w

ill bring them
 again to place them

; for I have m
ercy upon them

: and
they shall be as though I had not cast them

 off: for I [am
] the L

ord their G
od,

and w
ill hear them

.

Judah and Joseph: southern and northern kingdom
s, having

broke aw
ay in 931 B

.C
.

G
iven after D

ec 7, 518 B
.C

. (Z
ech 7:1): alm

ost 20 years after the
return from

 exile had begun.  T
his m

ay indicate a return from
 a

subsequent dispersion.  (K
aiser; M

cG
ee, et al).

Y
et, even in Z

echariah’s tim
e: rem

em
ber the delegation from

B
ethel (one of the capitals of the northern kingdom

).

E
p

h
raim

7]
A

nd [they of] E
phraim

 shall be like a m
ighty [m

an], and their heart shall
rejoice as through w

ine: yea, their children shall see [it], and be glad; their
heart shall rejoice in the L

ord.

T
he 10 tribes are not lost.  H

os 11:8.  C
f. T

he accounts of the
M

acabbeans against the Syrians. T
urned into m

ighty m
en. [ID

F
today?]

8]
I w

ill hiss for them
, and gather them

; for I have redeem
ed them

: and they shall
increase as they have increased.

“hiss” is m
ore like a w

histle, or w
hisper—

”pssst” (Isa 7:18-19).

Som
e estim

ate that there 12 m
illion people in Israel at the tim

e of
the R

om
an destruction in 70 A

.D
., m

ore than today.

9]
A

nd I w
ill sow

 them
 am

ong the people: and they shall rem
em

ber m
e in far

countries; and they shall live w
ith their children, and turn again.

[W
ill they be “sow

n” again, for a subsequent regathering?  Som
e

expositors think so.]

“R
em

em
ber m

e in their countries”: L
ev 26:40-42. Z

echariah =
“T

he L
ord R

em
em

bers.” [E
zek 4: 430-70=

360 yrs; x 7 =
 2520,

etc.]

deceive the very elect” (M
t 24:24). W

hat’s the answ
er to the

occult?

T
h

e C
o

m
in

g
 O

n
e

4]
O

ut of him
 cam

e forth the corner, out of him
 the nail, out of him

 the battle bow
,

out of him
 every oppressor together.

“O
ut of him

:” out of Judah, v.3.
“C

orner(stone)”:
C

f. Z
ech 4:7 headstone of the corner (Ps 118:22; M

t 21:42;
M

k 12:10; L
k 20:17; Peter in A

ct 4:10; Isa 28:16; 1 Pet 2:1-
8; E

ph 2:20.

T
o the Jew

s, a stum
bling stone (R

om
 9:32, 33; 1 C

or 1:23). T
he

R
ock (1 C

or 10:4, E
x 17:6).

M
t 21:44 determ

ines your eternity.

 D
an 2: stone cut w

ithout hands w
ill sm

ite...

“N
ail”: stake, or peg (T

abernacle pegged w
ith silver). A

lso, to
hang things on; establish leadership, as w

hen unw
orthy Shebna

w
as replaced by E

liakim
 (Isa 22:22-23; C

f R
ev 3:7).

[N
ote also, in A

cts 15:16, it w
as the tabernacle of D

avid, not
M

oses w
hich is referred to in A

m
os 9:11; Isa 16:5.]

“B
attle bow

” as an avenger, conqueror.

Y
H

W
H

 is a m
an of w

ar (E
x 15:3).  T

he L
ord of the A

rm
ies w

ill
trium

ph over Israel’s G
entile oppressors (Z

ech 12:1-9; 14:1-8).

5]
A

nd they shall be as m
ighty [m

en], w
hich tread dow

n [their enem
ies] in the

m
ire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the L

ord [is] w
ith

them
, and the riders on horses shall be confounded.

70 A
.D

., and the diaspora begins.  [J. V
. M

cG
ee: Israel m

ay yet
again to be put out of the land?]

[G
ibborim

, m
ire, etc.? C

ould this be a veiled hint of w
eirder

things?]
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m
ore distant future from

 the prophet.  T
here is to be a scattering

of the people even after the tim
e of Z

echariah.

T
his chapter explains w

hy the blessings and prom
ises of the

previous chapter are in abeyance for Israel.  B
y rejecting their

true Shepherd-M
essiah at H

is first advent, they w
ill experience

rejection them
selves, clim

axing in their taking up w
ith the False

Shepherd in the tim
e of their greatest w

oe.  A
ll the attendant dark

and dism
al storm

 being a necessary prelude to the Second A
dvent

of their D
eliverer and K

ing bringing in the M
illennial K

ingdom
.

It presents the G
ood Shepherd in H

is first advent, w
ho w

ill give
H

is life for the sheep. It w
ill also present a glim

pse of another
shepherd w

ho w
ill shear the sheep and kill them

 for food.

W
hile there are m

any view
s as to w

hich desolation Z
echariah has

in m
ind in the highly poetic style of the first 3 verses, the context

of the rest of the chapter suggests that the judgm
ent w

hich
resulted from

 the rejection of the Shepherd of Israel and the
destruction w

hich overtook the land in 70 A
.D

. is in view
 here.

1]
O

pen thy doors, O
 L

ebanon, that the fire m
ay devour thy cedars.

L
ebanon is north of Israel, and takes its nam

e (“W
hite O

ne”)
from

 the snow
-covered m

ountains in the area.

T
he cedars of L

ebanon furnished the tim
ber for the T

em
ple (1

K
gs 5:6), and it is thus addressed.  T

his is the ancient rabbinical
tradition.

2]
H

ow
l, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the m

ighty are spoiled: how
l,

O
 ye oaks of B

ashan; for the forest of the vintage is com
e dow

n.

B
ashan w

as also an area in the northern part of Israel east of the
Jordan R

iver:  T
he G

olan.

G
od’s judgm

ent fell upon the land from
 north to south in 70 A

.D
.

V
o

ice o
f L

io
n

s

3]
[T

here is] a voice of the how
ling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled:

a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled.

10]
I w

ill bring them
 again also out of the land of E

gypt, and gather them
 out of

A
ssyria; and I w

ill bring them
 into the land of G

ilead and L
ebanon; and

[place] shall not be found for them
.

“...E
gypt”: very few

 Jew
s there today. [C

ould this also suggest
another dispersion?] O

r is it idiom
atic for bondage? (Isa 11:11;

H
os 11:1, 11; M

ic 7:15).

“A
ssyria” for the enem

ies of the north?
“G

ilead” =
 G

olan H
eights of today.

“L
ebanon”: this w

as part of the Prom
ised L

and.

A
braham

ic C
ovenant G

en 15:18; Palestinian C
ovenant: D

eut
30:3-5; D

avidic C
ovenant: 2 Sam

 7:16; Ps 89:30-37.

[Israel “too narrow
”? Isa 49:20-22.  T

o be enlarged, Isa 54:1-3.]

11]
A

nd he shall pass through the sea w
ith affliction, and shall sm

ite the w
aves

in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of A
ssyria

shall be brought dow
n, and the sceptre of E

gypt shall depart aw
ay.

T
he language reflects the m

iraculous deliverance of Israel from
E

gypt the first tim
e (E

x 14:21-32); as w
ell as the Jordan (Josh

3:14-17).  In the future, it w
ill be by even greater m

iracles.  Jer
23:7-8. [Including the E

uphrates? (Isa 11:15).]

Som
e regard “E

gypt” and “A
ssyria” as representative of the

enem
ies of Israel.

12]
A

nd I w
ill strengthen them

 in the L
ord; and they shall w

alk up and dow
n in

his nam
e, saith the L

ord.

N
ot by C

hutzpah, but by the pow
er of G

od. M
illennial language

(M
ic 4:5). R

ecalls (3
rd tim

e) the w
ords in Z

ech 1:10, 11 and 6:7.

Z
ech

ariah
 11

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

T
he predictions of this chapter w

ere given long after the com
ple-

tion of the T
em

ple of Z
erubbabel, and address concerns in the
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H
ow

 accurately this portrays the R
om

an invasion and the disas-
ters of the late 1

st and the 2
nd centuries... and destructive m

easures
the R

om
ans used to crush the Jew

ish state.  O
ver 1,100,000 Jew

s
perished in the fall of Jerusalem

, and a half m
illion m

ore died
during the course of the w

ar and siege.

...W
ith the D

iaspora follow
ing... and the centuries of abandon-

m
ent under the O

ttom
an E

m
pire, etc.

7]
A

nd I w
ill feed the flock of slaughter, [even] you, O

 poor of the flock. A
nd

I took unto m
e tw

o staves; the one I called B
eauty, and the other I called

B
ands; and I fed the flock.

[C
om

pare the rod and staff of Psalm
 23:4.  T

hese w
ere to protect

the sheep against a tw
o-fold danger: outw

ard enem
ies and inw

ard
strife.]

B
eauty (“grace, or graciousness; pleasantness”); N

aom
i is of the

sam
e root, N

a’om
. (v.9 is an antithesis)  L

ike a shepherd’s crook
used to keep the sheep in line.

B
ands (w

ord has to do w
ith m

aking a covenant; H
obhelim

:
hobbel, bind, pledge.)  A

 heavy stick, used to fight off w
ild

anim
als or those w

ho w
ould try to steal the sheep.

F
alse L

ead
ersh

ip

8]
T

hree shepherds also I cut off in one m
onth; and m

y soul lothed them
, and

their soul also abhorred m
e.

[O
ver 40 interpretations of the three shepherds... none convinc-

ing.  “In one m
onth” suggests their ow

n national leaders, in
rejecting their prom

ised M
essiah, sealed the fate of the Jew

ish
state.  T

hey rejected H
im

 and H
e rejected them

.]

G
od m

ade a covenant w
ith the peoples of the earth relative to H

is
ow

n people Israel.  H
e has placed them

 under restraint lest they
w

ork Israel harm
 or ill (G

en 12:3; C
f. Job 5:23; E

zek 34:25; H
os

2:18ff).   [A
fter K

eil, Feinberg..]

W
hen this restraint w

as rem
oved, the R

om
ans destroyed their

city and econom
y.  N

either A
lexander, nor A

ntiochus E
piphanes,

nor Pom
pey w

as allow
ed to m

ar their national existence.  B
ut

T
he thickets on the banks of the Jordan south of the Sea of G

alilee
w

ere lairs for lions (C
f.  Jer 50:44).  T

he young lions, kephirim
,

w
ere w

eaned and began to raven to satisfy an insatiable appetite
(Judg 14:5; Ps 17:12; 104:21). L

ebanon, B
ashan, and Jordan are

thus indicative of the w
hole land in the vision.

T
he verb destroy, passive intensive of shadad (3X

: v.2; 2X
 v.3),

and the “w
ailing” or “how

ling” (2X
 as an im

perative (v.2), once
as a noun (v.3); and the interjectional idea “listen!”—

all speak to
the severity, the reality, and the suffering, of the com

ing judg-
m

ent upon the land.

T
h

e F
lo

ck

4]
T

hus saith the L
ord m

y G
od; Feed [tend?] the flock of the slaughter;

[Som
e feel that Z

echariah m
ay have had to act out these things

representatively the role of the M
essiah...]

T
his a com

m
ission of the Son of G

od by the Father: T
he M

essiah
is given the task of feeding the flock of slaughter.

R
a’ah =

 pasture, tend, graze, feed (Ps 23:1-6. C
f. R

u’ah, Spirit)
the flock destined for butchering.

5]
W

hose possessors slay them
, and hold them

selves not guilty: and they that
sell them

 say, B
lessed [be] the L

ord; for I am
 rich: and their ow

n shepherds
pity them

 not.

T
errifying!  U

ntold suffering lies ahead.  A
nd their ow

n unprin-
cipled teachers and rulers—

w
hile claim

ing piety in bare-faced
hypocrisy.  T

heir avarice proved to be colossal.

[T
he plural nouns w

ith singular predicates—
as opposite to

gram
m

atical agreem
ent—

is an em
phatic m

ode of construction.]

6]
For I w

ill no m
ore pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the L

ord: but, lo, I w
ill

deliver the m
en every one into his neighbor’s hand, and into the hand of his

king: and they shall sm
ite the land, and out of their hand I w

ill not deliver
[them

].

“W
e have no king but C

aesar,” (Jn 19:15).
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C
f.  M

t  23:1-39.  T
he sum

m
ary of all history. T

he w
illing heart,

then as now
, perceived the truth and intent of G

od through H
is

servant.

[If w
e know

 that the B
ible is the W

ord of G
od, w

e find that
apologetics seem

s a w
aste of tim

e.  W
e don’t need to “prove” that

the B
ible is true.  It can take care of itself.]

[In H
ebrew

 style, an effect is often stated first, then the cause is
presented afterw

ard.  T
he cause—

the rejection of the G
ood

Shepherd—
is now

 com
m

ented upon...]

T
h

e G
o

o
d

 S
h

ep
h

erd

12]
A

nd I said unto them
, If ye think good, give [m

e] m
y price; and if not, forbear.

So they w
eighed for m

y price thirty [pieces] of silver.

“If not, don’t bother!” C
f. M

atthew
 26:14-16. R

em
arkable!

D
iscounted goods?  T

his w
as the price of a gored slave (E

x 21:32;
the “ox” shall, indeed, be “stoned”: R

ev 16:21).  A
 freem

an w
as

considered w
orth tw

ice that am
ount.

13]
A

nd the L
ord said unto m

e, C
ast it unto the potter: a goodly [fancy] price that

I w
as prised at of them

. A
nd I took the thirty [pieces] of silver, and cast them

to the potter in the house of the L
ord.

C
f. M

atthew
 27:3-10. It w

as not law
ful to put the m

oney into the
treasury since it w

as “blood m
oney” (C

f. D
eut 23:18); but

nothing prevented them
 from

 pre-paying anticipated expenses
w

ith it.

O
ne of the m

ost rem
arkable prophecies in the B

ible:

1) T
he price: 30 pieces of silver

2) T
he site of the transaction: the T

em
ple

3) T
he ultim

ate recipient: a potter
4) T

he nature of the transaction: the purchase of blood.

T
his is alluded to in Jerem

iah 18:1-4 and quoted in Z
echariah

11:12-13. In Jesus’ day, Jerem
iah w

as the first in the roll of the
books of the prophets (Jerem

iah, E
zekiel, Isaiah, et al.) and that

section w
as designated by the nam

e of the first book. [T
alm

udic

w
hen the M

essiah broke H
is staff, neither T

itus nor his generals
could spare the T

em
ple, nor could Julian the A

postate later
restore it (C

f. L
k 19:41-44; 21:24).

9]
T

hen said I, I w
ill not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be

cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another.

A
gainst the false leadership: rem

em
ber M

alachi had also de-
scribed their stinginess and failure to offer proper sacrifices.
R

ather than offer sickly offerings, “let them
 die.”

Josephus records the fam
ine and cannibalism

 during the siege of
Jerusalem

 in 70 A
.D

. [W
ars of the Jew

s, V
I, 201-13] C

f.  D
eut

28:54-57; L
am

 4:10. See E
zek 6:12.

T
he Shepherd w

ithdraw
s from

 his traditional care... D
isow

ned
and disclaim

ed by the G
ood Shepherd, the sheep are exposed to

destruction by their enem
ies.

T
h

e B
ro

ken
 S

taff

10]
A

nd I took m
y staff, [even] B

eauty, and cut it asunder, that I m
ight break m

y
covenant w

hich I had m
ade w

ith all the people.

“C
ut it asunder” or chopped it to pieces.  H

is patience finally
exhausted.

B
erith, “an agreem

ent,” from
 the root barah, to cut up, as in

sacrificing anim
als to seal the contract (G

en 15:10), or to eat a
banquet together to seal a friendship (G

en 31:54).

G
od’s grace and m

ercy w
ill be w

ithdraw
n.  H

is prom
ises to them

(10:6) had been conditioned upon obedience.  T
he unconditional

prom
ises are not the ones in view

 here.  H
ere w

e are dealing w
ith

the divine restraint upon the nations preventing the decim
ation of

Israel.  T
his holding in check of forces inim

ical to Israel is spoken
of under the figure of a covenant (Job 5:23; H

os 2:18, 20; E
zek

34:25).

[R
em

em
ber, w

e too are called to holiness...]

11]
A

nd it w
as broken [annulled] in that day: and so the poor of the flock that

w
aited upon m

e knew
 that it [w

as] the w
ord of the L

ord.
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I believe he w
ill not surface until after the gathering of the

C
hurch.  B

ut the tim
es seem

 to be ripe for his appearing...

16]
For, lo, I w

ill raise up a shepherd in the land, [w
hich] shall not visit those that

be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor
feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their
claw

s in pieces.

N
otice the contrast w

ith the G
ood Shepherd: he w

ill feed on the
sheep rather than feed them

.

17]
W

oe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sw
ord [shall be] upon his

arm
, and upon his right eye: his arm

 shall be clean dried up, and his right eye
shall be utterly darkened.

W
oe: ‘oi an onom

atopoetic interjection com
m

only used in la-
m

ents (1 K
gs 13:30; Jer 22:18; Isa 1:4), here attest to the com

ing
judgm

ent.

T
he idol shepherd: involving false w

orship.  T
his appears to be

the C
om

ing W
orld L

eader: H
e “enforces the covenant” (D

an
9:27);  In the first part of the “70

th W
eek” of D

aniel, Israel w
ill

believe they have (finally) received peace.  B
ut m

idw
ay, he has

becom
e so pow

erful he sets him
self up to be w

orshiped—
the

abom
ination of desolation (2 T

hess 2:3-10).

P
h

ysical D
escrip

tio
n

?

“A
rm

... right eye...” T
hese specific designations are, indeed,

provocative:

“D
ried up” =

 shriveled (1 K
ings 13:4).

“D
arkened” kahah, to grow

 dim
 or faint; blind.

T
hese seem

 too specific to be figurative.  T
hese appear to be the

only physical descriptions of the C
om

ing W
orld L

eader in
Scripture.  In R

evelation, w
e find that he receives a m

ortal head
w

ound that appears to be m
iraculously healed.  (R

ev 13:3, 12, 14.
C

f. Ps 68:21?)  C
ould the im

paired arm
 and right eye be a vestige

of this head w
ound?

C
ould this be w

hy his loyal follow
ers receive his m

ark on their
right hand or forehead? (R

ev 13:16).

tradition, also.] C
f.  L

k 24:44, w
here “Psalm

s” indicated the 3
rd

division of the H
ebrew

 canon.

T
h

e S
eco

n
d

 S
taff B

ro
ken

14]
T

hen I cut asunder m
ine other staff, [even] B

ands, that I m
ight break the

brotherhood betw
een [w

ith] Judah and Israel.

T
hus is severed the relationships betw

een Judah and Israel.  T
he

internal strife and divisions contributed largely to the dow
nfall of

Judea.  T
itus w

ould soon scatter them
 all over the w

orld...

T
he breaking of the first staff preceded; the breaking of the 2

nd

staff succeeded.

T
hey are (tem

porarily) blinded (L
k 19:42) until the “fullness of

the G
entiles” is com

e in (R
om

 11:25).

B
etw

een vv.14 &
 15 com

es the entire C
hurch period.

In H
is reading of Isaiah 6 1:1, 2 in L

uke 4:16-21, the interval
im

plied w
hen Jesus stopped at the com

m
a (v.19) has now

 begun.
T

hat “com
m

a” has lasted alm
ost 2,000 years...  C

f.  D
an 9:26;

R
ev 12:5 vs.  6; et al.

T
h

e C
o

m
in

g
 W

o
rld

 L
ead

er: T
h

e T
errib

le T
yran

t

15]
A

nd the L
ord said unto m

e, T
ake unto thee yet [again] the instrum

ents of a
foolish shepherd.

T
his w

ill be a specific false “shepherd” and T
errible T

yrant yet
to be seen on the horizon.  John 5:43! O

T
: “Foolishness” =

 m
oral

lack and failure.

T
he w

orld seem
s to be getting ready to w

elcom
e a leader w

ith
answ

ers.  Som
e B

ible experts believe he m
ight even appear as an

“alien” or w
ith “alien” connections—

w
ith lying signs and w

on-
ders... (D

an 11:36-39; 2 T
hess 2:1-12; R

ev 13:1-10 or 11-18?)

(T
he opposite of w

hat he should be: Isa 42:3; Jer 23:1ff; E
zek

34:1ff; Jn 10: 12, 13.)
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4.
T

he E
m

pow
ering O

ne
5.

T
he Judging O

ne
6.

T
he C

row
ned O

ne
7.

T
he R

ebuking O
ne

8.
T

he R
estoring O

ne
9.

T
he K

ingly O
ne

10.
T

he B
lessing O

ne
11.

T
he Shepherding O

ne
12.

T
he R

eturning O
ne

13.
T

he Sm
itten O

ne
14.

T
he R

eigning O
ne

Section I
1 - 6

N
ight V

isions
Section II

7, 8
H

istorical Interlude
Section III

1
st B

urden:
C

hapters 9 - 11.
2

nd B
urden:

C
hapters 12 - 14.

From
 the standpoint of Israel’s history, these passages are am

ong
the m

ost im
portant to be found am

ong the prophetic Scriptures.

E
ven

ts P
resen

ted
 In

clu
d

e

T
he w

orld confederacy against Jerusalem
;

T
he victory of G

od’s people, em
pow

ered of the L
ord;

T
he conviction of Israel nationally by the Spirit of G

od;
T

he presentation of C
hrist as their rejected M

essiah;
T

he national D
ay of A

tonem
ent;

T
he cleansing of the hearts of the nation;

T
he purging of the land from

 idolatry and false prophets;
(T

he C
rucifixion of the L

ord);
T

he T
im

e of Jacob’s T
rouble;

T
he partial success of the nations invading Israel and besieging

Jerusalem
;

T
he appearance of the M

essiah for H
is people;

T
heir rescue and H

is Second C
om

ing w
ith H

is saints;
T

he changed and renovated H
oly L

and;
T

he establishm
ent of the M

essianic kingdom
;

T
he punishm

ent of the nations for their futile assault upon Israel;
T

he celebration of the kingdom
 feast, the Feast of T

abernacles;
T

he com
plete restoration of the people of G

od to a holy nation.

T
hus, this chapter opens the w

ay for the clim
actic portions of the

book w
hich begin in C

hapter 12...

“In that day” =
 17X

“Jerusalem
” =

 22X
“N

ations” =
 13X

[N
ote: W

e should not be looking for him
. So w

hat if the tribula-
tion seem

s near.]

W
e are looking forw

ard to the M
arriage Supper of the L

am
b! W

e
should be asking a different set of questions:

D
o they serve seconds?

W
ho w

ill w
e be sitting w

ith?
W

hat w
ill w

e be w
earing?  E

tc.
(T

hanks to Sharon B
odine, N

A
SA

 A
stronaut.)

Jesus has been w
orking in the potter’s field for a long tim

e now
.

H
e purchased it.  B

ut H
e paid m

uch m
ore than 30 pieces of silver

for it.  A
nd H

e did, indeed, purchase it w
ith blood: H

is.

H
e purchased this entire field—

the w
orld—

filled w
ith broken

lives; broken physically, m
entally, m

orally, spiritually...

T
he G

reat Potter takes the clay that should be throw
n aw

ay, puts
on the w

heel of circum
stance, and shapes it into a vessel of honor.

If w
e let H

im
.

A
re you com

pletely yielded to H
im

 in your life?

*   *   *

Z
ech

ariah
 12

T
h

e S
ieg

e o
f Jeru

salem

G
eneral O

rganization of the B
ook:

C
hapter:

1.
T

he R
iding O

ne
2.

T
he M

easuring O
ne

3.
T

he C
leansing O

ne
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A
 C

u
p

 o
f T

rem
b

lin
g

2]
B

ehold, I w
ill m

ake Jerusalem
 a cup of trem

bling unto all the people round
about, w

hen they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against
Jerusalem

.

“A
 gobblet of staggering” A

 cup is a w
ell-know

n sym
bol of

G
od’s w

rath.  (C
f.  Isa 51:17, 22; Jer 13:13; 25:15-28; 51:7).

[Is Israel under siege today?]

3]
A

nd in that day w
ill I m

ake Jerusalem
 a burdensom

e stone for all people: all
that burden them

selves w
ith it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of

the earth be gathered together against it.

“In that day,” bayyom
 hahu’, synonym

ous w
ith “the D

ay of the
L

ord” w
hich reverberates throughout C

hapters 12-14.

“B
urdensom

e stone...torn in pieces” =
 a global hernia?  T

hose
w

ho w
ould crush G

od’s city and people w
ill be crushed by

Jerusalem
.

“A
ll the peoples of the earth”: not a local or regional issue.

E
xam

ine Israel’s predicam
ent today!

T
he ostensible absurdity of Jerusalem

 being globally significant:
N

o harbor; no river; no significant trade routes; no natural
resources; no intrinsic strategic significance... yet...

O
nly significant to certain religious groups:

•
T

o the Jew
s, but only a portion of them

;
•

T
o the M

uslim
s, but only since they recognized it w

as
significant to the Jew

s.  For over a thousand years they
controlled it, it fell into disuse and disrepair.

•
T

o the C
hristians, but not to die for.

A
nd com

bining all of these, creates an insignificant fraction of a
non-religious, unbelieving w

orld—
w

hy w
ould the entire w

orld
be “in siege” against Jerusalem

?  It seem
s absurd...

...yet at this very m
om

ent the late lights are burning in every
m

ajor headquarters throughout the w
orld as the staff people of

every nation of international significance is struggling w
ith w

hat

S
ym

m
etry

9 &
 10 correspond to C

hapters 1-4, highlighting the blessings
upon the covenant nation;

11, to C
hapter 5, judgm

ents upon the unbelieving nation, dis-
played in their rejection of the M

essiah; 14, to C
hapters 6:1-8,

etc.

“T
he D

ay of the L
ord”: 18X

 in Z
echariah.  K

ey period, detailed
in Joel, M

alachi, et al.

C
hapter 12 deals w

ith events before the reign of the M
essiah,

w
hen Israel shall be besieged by the nations for their final death

blow
 against G

od’s people.  B
ut it is G

od w
ho puts dow

n their evil
designs.  T

he prophet foretells the destruction of Israel’s en-
em

ies.

It is also w
orth noting that the E

vil Shepherd (C
hapter 11) m

ust
precede the nation’s deliverance.  It is the cruel career of this
sinister character that plunges the nation into its m

ost severe tim
e

of testing.

T
ribulation: Jerem

iah 30:5-7; D
an 12:1; M

t 24:21-22.

“Jerusalem
” 10X

 this chapter; “In that day” 7X
.

1]
T

he burden of the w
ord of the L

O
R

D
 for Israel, saith the L

O
R

D
, w

hich
stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and
form

eth the spirit of m
an w

ithin him
.

“B
urden” or m

assah; reveals its m
inatory character (C

f.  9:1).

“Stretcheth forth the heavens”: the dim
ensionality of space;

E
insteinian geom

etry, re m
ass and gravity...

M
an has a spirit.

T
he three participles em

phasize that G
od is sustaining constantly

H
is creation (C

f.  Isa 42:5; 44:24).  T
his m

ajestic introduction is
presented to dispel all doubt and unbelief concerning these
predictions. G

od is abundantly able to carry out w
hat H

e pur-
poses to do  (H

eb 1:3).
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(G
lory of the H

ouse of D
avid: 2 Sam

 17:8; 18:3, et al.)

T
he A

ngel of the L
ord before them

: E
x 23:20; 32:34; 33:2; Josh

5:13 (as pream
ble to the B

ook of R
evelation).

9]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass in that day, that I w

ill seek to destroy all the nations
that com

e against Jerusalem
.

“Seek...” as in Z
ech 6:7 concerning the steeds that “sought to go

to and fro in the earth...”

T
he cup of their iniquity w

as full (C
f.  G

en 15:16; R
ev 16:13-21).

W
hich nations w

ill com
e against Jerusalem

? G
od w

ill sum
m

arily
deal w

ith the nations w
ho seek to thw

art H
is purposes in Israel for

w
orld blessing...

...but w
hat m

oral and spiritual shift has occurred in Israel that
w

ould w
arrant the change from

 dispatching foes against them
 to

giving protection to them
?  N

ational conversion!

T
h

e P
ierced

 O
n

e

10]
A

nd I w
ill pour upon the house of D

avid, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem

, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon
m

e w
hom

 they have pierced, and they shall m
ourn for him

, as one m
ourneth

for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him
, as one that is in bitterness

for his firstborn.

“Pour” &pv; shaphak {shaw
-fak’} used to indicate a transform

ing
spiritual transaction, as in Joel 2:28ff (C

f. Isa 44:3; E
zek 36:26,

27; 39:29).

G
od also has spiritual purposes w

hich m
ust be accom

plished in
Israel.  T

he nation is not yet in the place of obedience and trust
in their M

essiah.  T
he prophet now

 sets forth in vividness and
pow

er, as now
here else in Scripture, the conversion of Israel.

T
his has yet to happen.

“H
ouse of D

avid... Jerusalem
”: m

etonym
y standing for the

w
hole covenant people.

“Spirit of G
race and Supplications”: both derived from

 the sam
e

H
ebrew

 root: @nj; chanan  {khaw
-nan’}: m

ercy,  gracious, m
er-

ciful, supplication.

to do about Jerusalem
... Is the appointed tim

e at hand? L
ittle do

the nations of the earth realize how
 they incur the w

rath of G
od

against them
 w

hen they touch the “apple of H
is eye” (Z

ech 2:8;
D

eut 32:10) for harm
, let alone seek to w

ipe them
 com

pletely
from

 the face of the earth!

T
h

e R
etu

rn
in

g
 O

n
e

4]
In that day, saith the L

O
R

D
, I w

ill sm
ite every horse w

ith astonishm
ent, and

his rider w
ith m

adness: and I w
ill open m

ine eyes upon the house of Judah,
and w

ill sm
ite every horse of the people w

ith blindness.

Sam
e three plagues in D

eut 28:28 (curses, 28:15ff, for disobedi-
ence, etc.) now

 visited upon her enem
ies. T

he victory w
ill be

supernatural.

5]
A

nd the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, T
he inhabitants of

Jerusalem
 shall be m

y strength in the L
O

R
D

 of hosts their G
od.

G
od em

pow
ers Israel; overpow

ers their enem
ies.

6]
In that day w

ill I m
ake the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire am

ong the
w

ood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people
round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem

 shall be
inhabited again in her ow

n place, even in Jerusalem
.

(Sheaves burned: Sam
son, Judg 15:1-5; A

bsalom
, 2 Sam

 14:28-
30.)

7]
T

he L
O

R
D

 also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house
of D

avid and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem
 do not m

agnify
them

selves against Judah.

T
he “tents of Judah,” in contrast w

ith the fortifications of the
capital, Jerusalem

, first.

T
h

e L
o

rd
 D

efen
d

s

8]
In that day shall the L

O
R

D
 defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem

; and he that
is feeble am

ong them
 at that day shall be as D

avid; and the house of D
avid

shall be as G
od, as the angel of the L

O
R

D
 before them

.

[“In that day” em
phasized tw

ice in this verse.]
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W
hen pressed by C

hristian argum
ents about the O

T
 prophecies

of the sufferings of the M
essiah, the fiction about the M

essiah ben
Joseph offered a w

elcom
e m

eans of escape.  T
he ill-fated Jew

ish
rebellion under the false M

essiah B
ar K

ochba (132 - 135 A
.D

.),
their aspirations w

ere quenched in blood, and the contrivance
w

as used to rekindle Israel’s hope. [See T
he Search F

or the
M

essiah, M
ark E

astm
an and C

huck Sm
ith, pp. 89-100.]

Several passages (i.e., Isa 52:13 - 53:12; D
an 9:24-27; et al.)

refute this view
.  A

s E
ze 34:22, 23 and E

ze 37:21-24.  H
osea 3:4,

5: they shall have no king until they seek the son of D
avid.

B
ut none m

ore clearly than Z
ech 12:10!

*   *   *

T
h

e A
lep

h
 an

d
 T

au
?

T
here is an interesting identity that G

od uses of H
im

self in Isaiah
41:44: “...I the L

ord, the first, and w
ith the last; I am

 he.”

A
nd again in Isaiah 44:6: “T

hus saith the L
ord the K

ing of Israel,
and his redeem

er the L
ord of hosts; I am

 the first, and I am
 the last;

and beside m
e there is no G

od.”

A
nd again in Isaiah 48:12: “H

earken unto m
e, O

 Jacob and Israel,
m

y called; I am
 he; I am

 the first, I also am
 the last.”

T
his identity is continued in the B

ook of R
evelation: “Saying, I

am
 A

lpha and O
m

ega, the first and the last...” (R
ev 1:11). A

nd,
“I am

 A
lpha and O

m
ega, the beginning and the end, the first and

the last” (R
ev 22:13).

“T
he First and the L

ast” is, thus, linked to the “A
lpha and

O
m

ega,” w
hich are the first and last letters of the G

reek alphabet.
T

hese are also continued as an identity: “I am
 A

lpha and O
m

ega,
the beginning and the ending, saith the L

ord, w
hich is, and w

hich
w

as, and w
hich is to com

e, the A
lm

ighty” (R
ev 1:8). A

nd, “...he
said unto m

e, It is done. I am
 A

lpha and O
m

ega, the beginning
and the end.  I w

ill give unto him
 that is athirst of the fountain of

the w
ater of life freely (R

ev 21:6).

T
he reference is to the H

oly Spirit in all H
is influences  (C

f.  E
zek

39:29; Joel 2:28-29. See our notes on Joel 2:28ff). C
f.  H

eb 10:29.

T
his is the tim

e of R
om

ans 11:25-27.

“...Pierced”

T
heir confession at this tim

e is Isa 52:13 - 53:12.

D
id they them

selves pierce their M
essiah?  Indeed, in their

unbelief and rejection of H
im

 they m
ade the deeds of their

ancestors their ow
n (as John 19:37; C

f.  R
ev 1:7).

“B
itterness”: rrm; m

arar, to be bitter. [N
ote R

uth 1:20: N
aom

i
(M

ara) returns to the land before B
oaz can do his part...]

O
nce they view

 H
im

 as H
e w

as rejected, they w
ill m

anifest their
true repentance by m

ourning—
of the m

ost intense and forceful
kind of grief: that of a firstborn son.

*   *   *

R
ab

b
in

ical V
iew

: T
w

o
 M

essiah
s?

T
he theory of tw

o M
essiahs, one to die and one to reign, is an

invention of the rabbis w
ithout foundation in the Scripture, to

explain the passages w
hich present the M

essiah as suffering and
as ruling.  T

hese “tw
o M

essiahs” are referred to as the M
essiah

ben (son of ) D
avid, and a secondary, w

arfaring one, M
essiah ben

Joseph.  E
m

erging in the 1
st or 2

nd century A
.D

., this view
 becam

e
rooted in the T

alm
ud.  (T

he earliest T
alm

udic reference to this
“second” M

essiah (Sukk.  52a and b) dates from
 the 3

rd century
A

.D
.)  T

he various im
puted references are confused and incon-

sistent.

T
he answ

er is to be found in tw
o advents of a single M

essiah, as
proved by this very passage.  T

he oldest interpreters of the
passage, both Jew

ish and C
hristian, so understood it. [T

he D
ead

Sea Scrolls Q
um

ran text, 4Q
521, also underscores a 1

st century
single M

essiah view
, as reported by M

ichael W
ise and Jam

es
T

abor, B
iblical A

rchaeology R
eview

, D
ec 1992, q.v. T

he Search
F

or the M
essiah, by M

ark E
astm

an and C
huck Sm

ith, pp. 89-
100.]
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N
otice that there is an untranslated w

ord betw
een the “m

e” and
the “w

hom
.”  It is sim

ply tw
o letters, the aleph and the tau, the

first and last letters of the H
ebrew

 alphabet!

T
his seem

s to suggest a m
ore insightful translation could be:

....and they shall look upon m
e, the A

leph and the T
au, w

hom
 they

have pierced...

In G
reek, it w

ould be “the A
lpha and O

m
ega”!

(T
here are som

e w
ho have difficulty in recognizing Jesus as

“Y
ahw

eh-G
od” in the O

ld T
estam

ent.  T
hese “identity” links

m
ay assist in resolving these difficulties.)

T
here seem

s to be a treasure hidden in every corner.  Isn’t our
L

ord fabulous! [T
his article w

as excerpted from
 P

ersonal U
P

-
D

A
T

E
 of Septem

ber 1993, pages 12-13.]

*   *   *

T
h

e D
ay o

f G
reat M

o
u

rn
in

g

11]
In that day shall there be a great m

ourning in Jerusalem
, as the m

ourning of
H

adadrim
m

on in the valley of M
egiddon.

[v.10, dom
estic grief.  v.11, public calam

ity. T
he historical

calam
ity referred to w

as Pharaoh-N
echo’s slaying of the godly

Josiah, the last ray of hope of the nation betw
een H

ezekiah and
the fall of the Jew

ish nation (2 K
gs 23:29-30; 2 C

hr 35:22-27).
T

his sorrow
 m

ust have been great indeed to becom
e a point of

com
parison.]

“H
adad-rim

m
on” is a com

pound of tw
o Syrian gods (2 K

gs
5:18).  It w

as the nam
e of a site in the great plain of E

sdraelon 4
m

iles from
 the fortified city of M

egiddo on the SW
 side of the

plain.
Fam

ous in Israel’s history:
•

Jabin and 900 chariots w
ere overw

helm
ed;

•
G

ideon’s 300 defeated the M
idianites, A

m
alekites and the

children of the east;
•

Sam
son trium

phed over the Philistines;
•

B
arak and D

eborah defeated Sisera;

T
his identity is clearly the Jesus of the N

ew
 T

estam
ent as further

clarified in R
evelation 1:17,18: “A

nd w
hen I saw

 him
, I fell at his

feet as dead.  A
nd he laid his right hand upon m

e, saying unto m
e,

Fear not; I am
 the first and the last: I am

 he that liveth, and w
as

dead; and, behold, I am
 alive for everm

ore, A
m

en; and have the
keys of hell and of death.”

A
nd also in R

evelation 2:8: “T
hese things saith the first and the

last, w
hich w

as dead, and is alive...”

A
 H

id
d

en
 Id

en
tity

In the O
ld T

estam
ent there is an interesting passage in Z

echariah
12:10: “A

nd I w
ill pour upon the house of D

avid, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem

, the spirit of grace and of supplications:
and they shall look upon m

e w
hom

 they have pierced, and they
shall m

ourn for him
, as one m

ourneth for his only son...”

T
his passage is rem

arkable since it speaks of the end tim
es, and

yet presents the M
essiah of Israel as the “O

ne W
hom

 T
hey H

ave
Pierced.”  T

hus, it is also an allusion to the crucifixion.

It is even m
ore rem

arkable w
hen one exam

ines the H
ebrew

 text.
B

elow
 w

e have an extract from
 a H

ebrew
 Interlinear B

ible.  T
he

translation for each w
ord is just below

 it.  (B
ut rem

em
ber, the

H
ebrew

 goes from
 right to left.)
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1]
In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of D

avid and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem

 for sin and for uncleanness.

“In that day” =
 T

he D
ay of the L

ord.

“Fountain” rwOqm; m
aqor;  spring, fountain ; source of life, joy,

purification.

T
he cleansing fountain of C

alvary w
as opened long ago poten-

tially, and now
 actually, for them

.  C
ow

per’s w
ell-know

n hym
n,

“T
here is a fountain filled w

ith blood,” had this verse as its basis.

Israel now
 enters into C

alvary’s provision: R
om

 11:26-27; Isa
33:24; 59:20,21; 65:19; E

zek 36:25; 39:29.

T
he text refers to m

oral—
not cerem

onial—
uncleanness.  Justifi-

cation and sanctification as w
ell.

T
heir (and our) need for cleansing w

as sum
m

arized by Paul:
R

om
ans 10:3.

Id
o

ls C
u

t O
ff

2]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass in that day, saith the L

O
R

D
 of hosts, that I w

ill cut
off the nam

es of the idols out of the land, and they shall no m
ore be

rem
em

bered: and also I w
ill cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass

out of the land.

G
od had forbidden even the m

ention of the nam
es of idols (E

x
23:13; Ps 16:4).

T
his is the only place in the O

T
 w

here the expression “unclean
spirit” is found.  It is diam

etrically contrasted w
ith the “Spirit of

grace and supplication” of 12:10.

Idolatry not an apparent problem
 since the exile in B

abylon.  Y
et,

the ultim
ate idol w

orship w
ill grip them

 yet future.  T
here w

ill be
a revival of idolatry after the C

hurch is taken to be w
ith C

hrist.

Jn 5:43; M
t 12:43-45; R

ev 13:1-18. D
em

onic outbursts de-
scribed: R

ev 9:1-11; 20, 21; C
f. M

t 12:43-45.

•
Saul slain by the Philistines;

•
A

haziah w
as lain by the arrow

s of Jehu, and
•

Josiah slain by Pharaoh N
echo.  (1 K

gs 9:15; 2 K
gs 9:23, 27;

29:30; 2 C
hr 35:22; Josh 17:11; Judg 1:27; 5:19.)

A
lso, R

ev 16:16.  B
lood to the horse’s bridles...

12]
A

nd the land shall m
ourn, every fam

ily apart; the fam
ily of the house of D

avid
apart, and their w

ives apart; the fam
ily of the house of N

athan apart, and their
w

ives apart;

D
avid, the K

ing; N
athan, the prophet (2 Sam

 7:2); L
evi, the

priest... Som
e identify N

athan as the younger son of D
avid (2

Sam
 5:14); this is the branch that L

uke used in the genealogy of
M

ary, L
k 3:23.]

13]
T

he fam
ily of the house of L

evi apart, and their w
ives apart; the fam

ily of
Shim

ei apart, and their w
ives apart;

Shim
ei w

as of fam
ily of G

ershon, son of L
evi (N

um
 3:17, 18, 21).

14]
A

ll the fam
ilies that rem

ain, every fam
ily apart, and their w

ives apart.

Intense sorrow
: private and public; national and individual;

personal and fam
ily.

T
he deepest grief seeks seclusion.

“L
ook unto m

e”: as in N
um

 21:9 (Jn 3:14-16); a looking aw
ay

from
 self and m

ad-m
ade endeavors to the L

am
b that takes aw

ay
the sin of the w

orld.  Israel w
ill com

e into the know
ledge of sins

forgiven by looking unto her rejected and pierced M
essiah, the

crucified Savior of sinners.

R
ev 4:1 - 19:16 details w

hat w
ill now

 follow
, as do C

hapters 13
&

 14.

Z
ech

ariah
 13

T
here is the closest possible connection betw

een C
hapter 13 and

C
hapter 12.  It continues on the them

e of Israel’s conversion.
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T
h

e S
m

itten
 O

n
e

6]
A

nd one shall say unto him
, W

hat are these w
ounds in thine hands? T

hen he
shall answ

er, T
hose w

ith w
hich I w

as w
ounded in the house of m

y friends.

“H
ouse of (H

is) Friends” =
 ?

“w
ith w

hich w
ounded” ?

F
riend:

A
braham

: 2 C
hr 20:7; Jam

es 2:23
D

isciples: Jn 15:15

T
hus, am

ong H
is disciples, after H

is w
ounds...

T
hom

as (character: Jn 11:16): C
f. Jn 20:24-29.

7]
A

w
ake, O

 sw
ord, against m

y shepherd, and against the m
an that is m

y fellow
,

saith the L
O

R
D

 of hosts: sm
ite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered:

and I w
ill turn m

ine hand upon the little ones.

“M
y Shepherd” =

 C
hrist.

“M
y Fellow

” : tymi[; ̀am
iyth {aw

-m
eeth’} (only here and L

ev 6:2;
18:20; 19:11, 15, 17; 24:19; 25:14, 15, 17).  R

efers to persons
united in law

, rights, and privileges; from
 a verb “to bind

together”; the H
ebrew

 term
 for “people” (those united in com

-
m

on origin and interest) has the sam
e root.

G
od is speaking of O

ne as “M
y C

om
panion, M

y A
ssociate, M

y
Friend, M

y C
onfidant, the O

ne united to M
e, the O

ne w
hom

 I
have associate w

ith M
yself, M

y E
qual, M

y N
earest of K

in.”  It is
im

possible to state in stronger term
s the unim

peachable deity of
the M

essiah of Israel (Jn 10:30; 14:10-11; Phil 2:6).

“M
an” denotes H

is hum
anity; “Fellow

”, H
is deity.

“Sm
ite the Shepherd”: 2 C

or 5:21; Phil 2:8; Ps 22; Isa 52:13-
53:12. Q

uoted as fulfilled: M
t 26:31; M

k 14:27.

A
lso, of the diaspora:   “Sheep” is a fem

inine singular collective;
used frequently m

etaphorically of Israel to show
 both the unity

of the “flock” as w
ell as their helpless dependence upon the L

ord,
their Shepherd (Ps 23.1ff).  (U

nger)

R
ooting false prophets out w

ill require stern m
easures.  T

he very
m

easures prescribed by the M
osaic law

 w
herein the nearest of kin

take the first steps to abolish evil are indicated here  (D
eut 13:6-

10; 18:20).

“C
ut off”: destroy, exterm

inate.  T
he reference to the banishm

ent
of unclean spirits is the only passage in the Scripture w

hich
explicitly refers to the im

prisonm
ent of dem

ons during the
kingdom

 age.  C
f.  R

ev 20:1-3.  (C
f.  U

nger, B
iblical D

em
onol-

ogy, p.74-5).

F
alse P

ro
p

h
ets

3]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass, that w

hen any shall yet prophesy, then his father
and his m

other that begat him
 shall say unto him

, T
hou shalt not live; for thou

speakest lies in the nam
e of the L

O
R

D
: and his father and his m

other that begat
him

 shall thrust him
 through w

hen he prophesieth.

False prophets and deceivers w
ould abound: M

t 24:24; L
k 21:8;

2 T
hess 2:7-12).

[O
ur continuous peril continues: 1 Jn 2:18, 22; 4:1-6; 2 Jn 7.]

C
f.  Phinehas’ zeal, N

um
 25:7, 8.

4]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be asham

ed every
one of his vision, w

hen he hath prophesied; neither shall they w
ear a rough

garm
ent to deceive:

A
 hairy m

antle w
as the distinguishing em

blem
 of a prophet in

ancient Israel. [E
lijah/John the B

aptist legend (1 K
gs 19:13, 19;

2 K
gs 2:8, 13, 14).]

Sham
e, as for crim

inal action or indecorous conduct.  C
f M

ic 3:7;
also Jer 22:22; Jer 15:9; Job 6:20.

5]
B

ut he shall say, I am
 no prophet, I am

 an husbandm
an; for m

an taught m
e

to keep cattle from
 m

y youth.

B
ut the G

ood Shepherd:
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C
hapter 14 w

ill open as C
hapter 12 did: w

ith the last invasion of
Jerusalem

 by the nations of the earth.  It is the clim
ax of the book,

and of history as w
e know

 it...

Z
ech

ariah
 14

T
h

e F
in

al S
ieg

e o
f Jeru

salem
an

d
 th

e R
etu

rn
 &

 R
eig

n
 o

f th
e M

essiah

C
hapters 9-11 are foundational to preparations for the Second

C
om

ing and acceptance of the M
essiah (12-14).  12 and 13 sets

the scene for the return in 14.

N
ot historical; it is entirely literal and prophetic and the clim

ax
of the B

ook.  T
he final closing of “the tim

es of the G
entiles...”

[If you w
ant to evaluate the position of a teacher, just ask him

 to
interpret this passage; it w

ill reveal volum
es regarding his posi-

tion on Scripture!]

1]
B

ehold, the day of the L
O

R
D

 com
eth, and thy spoil shall be divided in the

m
idst of thee.

hwhyl 
aB; 

!wiy yom
-ba’leyahw

eh, “day is com
ing—

the L
ord’s.

[U
nger: “distinctively and preem

inently H
is.”  T

he lam
edh

before Y
ahw

eh denotes possession, belonging to, of (Isa 2:12;
22:5; 28:2). T

he author w
ished to accentuate the certainty of the

com
ing of the day, em

ploying the future instance and therefore
attaching the participle directly to “day,” yom

, so m
aking a

construct chain im
possible, but achieving an added stress on “a

day—
the L

ord’s” by substituting an adjectival phrase for the
construct (gentitive) relationship.]

B
ackground:

T
he D

ay of the L
ord (Isa 2:12; 4:1,2: 11:10,11; 13:9; A

m
os

9:11; Joel 1:15; 2:1,1; M
al 4:1-5);  Ps 2; R

ev 5:1-19:16.

T
he T

ribulation: D
aniel 9; Jerem

iah 30:5-7.

“Shall be scattered”: tphusena is not third fem
inine singular

(stressing the unity of the sheep) but third fem
inine plural,

em
phasizing the fact that in the consequent diaspora that unity

shall be destroyed, and dispersed far and w
ide.

[Feinberg: also includes the D
iaspora...]

8]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass, that in all the land, saith the L

O
R

D
, tw

o parts therein
shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.

Just as in C
hapter 11, there is a large gap of tim

e from
 the

rejection to the G
reat T

ribulation (11:15-17).

In the H
olocaust in G

erm
any, 1 out of every 3 Jew

s w
ere killed.

In the next H
olocaust, 2 out of 3 shall be killed.

T
he R

em
nant: E

zek 20:34-38; C
f. M

t 24:15-22; M
k 13:14-20.

9]
A

nd I w
ill bring the third part through the fire, and w

ill refine them
 as silver

is refined, and w
ill try them

 as gold is tried: they shall call on m
y nam

e, and
I w

ill hear them
: I w

ill say, It is m
y people: and they shall say, T

he L
O

R
D

 is
m

y G
od.

T
im

e of Jacob’s T
rouble (Jer 30:5-7; R

ev 11 - 18)

“Fire”: C
f. D

an 3. [W
here w

as D
aniel?]  M

al 3:2, 3; 1 Pet 1:7.

Physical deliverance w
ill be follow

ed by conversion; thus w
ill

the new
 covenant be fulfilled (Jer 30:18-22; 31:33; E

zek 11:19-
20; C

f. Jer 32:37-42; E
zek 37:23-28).

“It is m
y people”: H

os 1:9,10; 2:23. C
f.  T

hom
as’ declaration:

John 20:29. T
his is the clim

ax and culm
ination of Israel’s history:

T
hey are the people of the L

ord and G
od is their L

ord.
U

nger, Z
echariah, p.221:

O
nly a literal application of these prophecies to the restoration

and conversion of the Jew
ish nation at the Second A

dvent of
C

hrist can satisfy the scope of these prophetic disclosures.  O
ther

interpretations ignore the true scope of Z
echariah’s prophecies as

a w
hole, violate the im

m
ediate context, resort to pointless

m
ysticalizing, and end up in a m

orass of uncertainty and confu-
sion. A

m
en.
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(See also T
he N

ext H
olocaust and the R

efuge in E
dom

 briefing
package.)

“in that day”: 17X
 in C

hapters 12-14.
“Jerusalem

”: 22X
“N

ations”: 13X

M
ount of O

lives (only m
ention in O

T
; C

f. 2 Sam
 15:30).  H

ighest
peak in the area: overlooks Jerusalem

 (200 ft higher than M
t.

Z
ion; 300 ft above M

ount M
oriah).  T

he place of the L
ord’s

departure (L
k 24:50-51; A

cts 1:9-12).

[T
his w

as the direction, to the east, that the Shekinah departed
and w

ould return (E
zek 11:22, 23; 43:2, 4).]

E
arthquake: (C

f. M
ic 1:4; N

ah 1:5; H
ab 3:6; Ps 18:7; E

zek 38:19-
20).  Seventh B

ow
l: R

ev 16:18, 19.

T
h

e F
lig

h
t

5]
A

nd ye shall flee to the valley of the m
ountains; for the valley of the

m
ountains shall reach unto A

zal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from
 before

the earthquake in the days of U
zziah king of Judah: and the L

O
R

D
 m

y G
od

shall com
e, and all the saints w

ith thee.

A
zal: possibly B

eth-E
zel (M

icah 1:11).

Flight com
pared w

ith that during reign of U
zziah (A

m
os 1:1) tw

o
centuries earlier, w

hich m
ust have been extrem

e. Josephus
relates the catastrophe to U

zziah’s attem
pt to offer incense in the

tem
ple against the protests of the priests (A

ntiquities IX
, 10, 4.

C
f. 2 C

hr 26:16:21).

H
e w

ill be accom
panied by both: H

is A
ngels (M

t 24:30-31); and
H

is Saints” (1 C
or 15:23; 1 T

hess 3:13; 4:14; C
ol 4:4!).

“Saints” gedoshim
, separated ones, set apart for holy w

ork is used
of :

A
ngels (D

eut 33:3; Ps 89:5-7; Job 15:15) and H
oly m

en (Ps
16:3; 34:9; L

ev 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:26; N
um

 15:40; 16:3; D
an

8:24; 2 C
hr 35:3; Ps 106:16; D

an 7:18, 21, 22, 25, 27).

T
he “B

ride” w
ill be united to C

hrist in glory (R
ev 19:7-9) before

H
e returns to the earth in trium

ph (19:11-16) and w
ill form

 part

2]
For I w

ill gather all nations against Jerusalem
 to battle; and the city shall be

taken, and the houses rifled, and the w
om

en ravished; and half of the city shall
go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from
the city.

“I w
ill”: G

od actively interposed...

A
ll nations (representatively).  (U

nited N
ations? R

ev 16:13f.)

Jerusalem
: precise location.

“N
ot be cut off...”  decisive: not have already taken place; does

not fit any past overthrow
 of Jerusalem

.

T
h

e R
eig

n
in

g
 O

n
e

3]
T

hen shall the L
O

R
D

 go forth, and fight against those nations, as w
hen he

fought in the day of battle.

ax;y;, yatsa’, go forth, as a M
an of W

ar (E
x 15:3). Judg 4:14; 2 Sam

5:24; Ps 68:7; 108:11; 1 C
hr 14:15).

T
he them

e of Z
echariah: his nam

e =
 “G

od R
em

em
bers.”

W
hen did the L

ord “fight”?
R

ed Sea (E
x 14:14);

Jericho (Joshua 5ff): m
odel of R

evelation?;
A

t B
eth H

oron (Josh 10:12-14);
G

eneral conquest of C
anaan (23:3);

B
arak vs Sisera, (Judg 4:15);

Jeshoshaphat (2 C
hron 20:15);

...et al. (N
um

 21:14; M
ic 1:3; R

ev 19:11-16; Isa 63:1ff).

T
h

e E
arth

q
u

ake

4]
A

nd his feet shall stand in that day upon the m
ount of O

lives, w
hich is before

Jerusalem
 on the east, and the m

ount of O
lives shall cleave in the m

idst thereof
tow

ard the east and tow
ard the w

est, and there shall be a very great valley; and
half of the m

ountain shall rem
ove tow

ard the north, and half of it tow
ard the

south.T
he “T

ouchdow
n” Play !  “H

is feet”: literally.  A
fter E

dom
 (Isa

63)?
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H
e alone w

ill be w
orshiped.  Isa 54:5; D

an 2:44; R
ev 11:15

O
ne L

ord: C
f. Sh’m

a, D
eut 6:4f. [“Pure L

anguage (Z
eph 3:9)”

suggests H
ebrew

 as a universal language?]

10]
A

ll the land shall be turned as a plain from
 G

eba to R
im

m
on south of

Jerusalem
: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from

B
enjam

in’s gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from
the tow

er of H
ananeel unto the king’s w

inepresses.

L
iteral earthly kingdom

.

“A
s a plain” =

 the A
rabah, the deep “G

reat R
ift” from

 the D
og

R
iver at the coast north of B

eirut in L
ebanon, above the Sea of

G
alilee, through the Jordan V

alley, through the D
ead Sea, dow

n
into the G

ulf of A
qaba, and on into N

orth A
frica.  (C

f. D
eut 1:7;

3:17; Josh 11:2).  C
onsidered the deepest depression on the

surface of the earth. G
eva, m

odern Jeba, 6 m
i N

E
 of Jerusalem

,
in B

enjam
in (Josh 18:24);

R
im

m
on, E

n-rim
m

on (Josh 15:32; 19:7; 1 C
hr 4:32), 33 m

i SW
of Jerusalem

, a few
 m

iles S of Z
iklag.  (Inhabited upon the return

from
 the exile (N

eh 11:29) and therefore inhabited in Z
echariah’s

day. “...south of Jerusalem
” appended to distinguish from

 a
R

im
m

on in G
alilee (Josh 19:13)).  M

eans “pom
egranate.”

Jerusalem
 “lifted up?” (M

ic 4:1; Ps 48:1-3).

B
enjam

in’s gate: in north w
all of city; also called the “G

ate of
E

phraim
” (2 K

gs 14:13), as the road from
 it ran through B

en-
jam

in and on to E
phriam

.

First G
ate, apparently in the N

E
 corner; C

orner gate: (2 K
gs

14:13; Jer 31:38) N
W

 corner of the city;

T
ow

er of H
ananeel (Jer 31:38): near N

E
 corner of the w

all (one
com

m
entator said, years ago, that this could not be literal because

nobody could find this tow
er; archaeologists have since located

it.)

W
inepress of the K

ing: SE
 of the city near the king’s gardens

and the pool of Siloam
.

of the “arm
ies of heaven” follow

ing in H
is train (19:14).  T

hese
celestial arm

ies “clothed in fine linen w
hite and clean” connect

them
 w

ith the B
ride, the L

am
b’s w

ife, w
hose garm

ents “of fine,
clean and w

hite” are said to be the “righteousness of the saints”
(19:8).

T
he A

ngels w
ill also be in the retinue of the returning K

ing (M
t

16:27; 25:31; M
k 8:38; L

k 9:26, etc.). Peter com
pares it w

ith the
w

orld-w
ide flood of N

oah (2 Pet 3:1-14).

N
ote that the prophet cries out, “T

he L
ord m

y G
od”  C

f. T
hom

as,
and our notes re: Z

ech 13:6.

6]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:

C
osm

ic changes (C
f. Isa 13:9, 10; 24:23; Joel 3:14-16; M

t
24:29,30; M

k 13:24,25; R
ev 6:13; 8:12).

7]
B

ut it shall be one day w
hich shall be know

n to the L
O

R
D

, not day, nor night:
but it shall com

e to pass, that at evening tim
e it shall be light.

G
lobal tw

ilight? (E
x 15:8; Z

eph 1:12; Job 10:10). U
nparalleled,

unique in hum
an history  (C

f. E
zek 7:5; Jer 30:7).  “N

one is like
it.” [E

ntropy law
s lifted?] Isa 30:26; R

om
 8:19-22 (C

f. G
en 3:17-

19?).

8]
A

nd it shall be in that day, that living w
aters shall go out from

 Jerusalem
; half

of them
 tow

ard the form
er sea, and half of them

 tow
ard the hinder sea: in

sum
m

er and in w
inter shall it be.

 W
aters =

 purification, spiritual life, and refreshm
ent (E

zek
47:1,2; Joel 3:18; R

ev 22:1-2; C
f. Jn 4:10, 11; 7:38). Forsaking

H
im

 is com
pared to broken cisterns unable to hold w

ater (Jer
2:13; 17:13). L

iving w
ater is fresh, running w

ater, how
ever.

L
iteral; but also spiritual [Isa 4:3,4 vs 5,6; Isa 35:2-6 vs 35:1, 7-

10; E
ze 36:16-37:28 (restoration of the people) w

ith E
zek 36:1-

15 (restoration of the land).] Jerusalem
 w

ill be the capital of the
m

illennial earth as w
ell as the centroid of spiritual blessings.

O
n

e L
o

rd

9]
A

nd the L
O

R
D

 shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one
L

O
R

D
, and his nam

e one.
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F
east of T

abernacles (m
entioned 3X

 here): L
ev 23:33-44; D

eut
16:13-17; C

f. E
x 23:16; 34:2.  A

lso celebrated upon the return
from

 of Israel from
 the E

xile (N
eh 8:14-18).

T
he feast of the m

illennial age (R
ev 22:1). T

he other tw
o

m
andatory feasts, Passover and Pentecost, not m

entioned, have
already been fulfilled.  (See also F

easts of Israel briefing package
for m

ore background.)

17]
A

nd it shall be, that w
hoso w

ill not com
e up of all the fam

ilies of the earth unto
Jerusalem

 to w
orship the K

ing, the L
O

R
D

 of hosts, even upon them
 shall be

no rain.

A
ll nations (representatively?).  R

ain w
ithheld as punishm

ent for
lack of obedience.  (T

here apparently w
ill be som

e during the
M

illennium
; Ps 66:3.)

T
here w

ill, of course, be feigned obedience (a form
 of lying)

then, as now
.  N

ot all church m
em

bers are C
hristians!

18]
A

nd if the fam
ily of E

gypt go not up, and com
e not, that have no rain; there

shall be the plague, w
herew

ith the L
O

R
D

 w
ill sm

ite the heathen that com
e not

up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

E
gypt is m

entioned separately due its w
ell-know

n independence
from

 rain; an alternative plague is prom
ised.

19]
T

his shall be the punishm
ent of E

gypt, and the punishm
ent of all nations that

com
e not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

A
 stern note.  C

f. Z
ech 5:1-4, the rod-of-iron rule of the M

essiah.

20]
In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, H

O
L

IN
E

SS U
N

T
O

 T
H

E
L

O
R

D
; and the pots in the L

O
R

D
’S house shall be like the bow

ls before the
altar.N

o vessels of dishonor: no longer secular vs. Sanctified; all are
sanctified before the L

ord.  W
here holiness prevails, cerem

onial
sanctity is unnecessary.

21]
Y

ea, every pot in Jerusalem
 and in Judah shall be holiness unto the L

O
R

D
 of

hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall com
e and take of them

, and seethe
therein: and in that day there shall be no m

ore the C
anaanite in the house of

the L
O

R
D

 of hosts.

[D
etailed topographical details testify to the literalness of the

passage...]

11]
A

nd m
en shall dw

ell in it, and there shall be no m
ore utter destruction; but

Jerusalem
 shall be safely inhabited.

“N
o m

ore curse” cherem
, accursed thing; destruction (appointed

to) or a ban to utter destruction (1 K
gs 20:42; Isa 34:5; 43:28; M

al
3:24).  [In the case of Jericho, A

chan transgressed the “ban.”  Saul
ignored by sparing A

gag (1 Sam
 15:3).]

C
f. Z

ech 13:2, dem
ons im

prisoned; etc. (C
f. 1 T

im
 4:1-5; 1 Jn

4:1-6; Jam
es 3:15.) Secure, for the first tim

e in their history (Isa
2:2, 3; M

ic 4:1).

T
h

e P
lag

u
e

12]
A

nd this shall be the plague w
herew

ith the L
O

R
D

 w
ill sm

ite all the people that
have fought against Jerusalem

; T
heir flesh shall consum

e aw
ay w

hile they
stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consum

e aw
ay in their holes, and

their tongue shall consum
e aw

ay in their m
outh.

Strange sym
ptom

s.  N
eutron bom

b?  A
nim

als, too (v.15).  Shock-
ing rapidity (vs. L

ev 26:16; D
eut 28:21, 22).

13]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass in that day, that a great tum

ult from
 the L

O
R

D
 shall

be am
ong them

; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his
neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour.

C
f. Judg 7:22; 1 Sam

 14:14-16.

14]
A

nd Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem
; and the w

ealth of all the heathen
round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great
abundance.

15]
A

nd so shall be the plague of the horse, of the m
ule, of the cam

el, and of the
ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.

W
hy anim

als, too?  N
uclear w

arheads?

T
h

e F
east o

f T
ab

ern
acles

16]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations w

hich
cam

e against Jerusalem
 shall even go up from

 year to year to w
orship the

K
ing, the L

O
R

D
 of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.



Page 115
Page 114

C
h

ro
n

o
lo

g
y

B
.C

.

~1500?
T

he B
irth of the N

ation in the E
xodus.  T

hey w
ent into

E
gypt as a fam

ily; they cam
e out as a nation.

~1450?
C

onquest of the Prom
ised L

and under Joshua.

~1040
Saul appointed as first king.

~1003
D

avid captures Jerusalem
 from

 Jebusites.

~917
Solom

on dedicates the First T
em

ple in Jerusalem
 at the

Feast of T
abernacles.

~880
T

he civil w
ar divides the K

ingdom
 into “Israel” in the

north and “Judah” in the south.

722
Israel defeated by A

ssyria; the northern tribes exiled.

606
First siege of Jerusalem

; D
aniel and his three friends

taken captive to B
abylon.  V

assal king installed at
Jerusalem

.

605
Pharaoh N

eco of E
gypt defeated by N

ebuchadnezzar at
the B

attle of C
archem

ish.

597
Second siege of Jerusalem

 by B
abylon; 10,000

deported-including E
zekiel.

587
T

hird siege; Jerusalem
 falls; T

em
ple destroyed.

539
Persian E

m
pire conquers B

abylon.  C
yrus orders Jew

s’
return to rebuild their T

em
ple. T

hus, the first regather-
ing (cf. Isa 11:11).

536-
T

em
ple reconstruction com

pleted?
516

458
A

rtaxerxes perm
its E

zra to return to Jerusalem
 w

ith
additional exiles.

T
he “C

anaanite” probably stands for the Phoenicians of N
.

C
anaan, noted m

ariners and m
erchants of the ancient w

orld, and
know

n for their ungodly and unholy w
ays.  (H

os 12:7).  T
his is

an inverted w
ay of indicating that all w

ill be holy.

S
u

m
m

arizin
g

:

Z
echariah opened: “B

e silent, O
 all flesh, before the L

O
R

D
: for

he is raised up out of his holy habitation” (2:13)

...A
nd now

 clim
axes w

ith “T
he T

im
e of the restitution of all

things” apokaqtstanez apokatastasis (A
cts 1:6; 3:21).

...Just as R
evelation carries us from

 C
hapter 4 to the clim

ax in
C

hapter 19:11-16.

L
et us, too, close like T

hom
as: (v.5) “M

y L
ord and M

y G
od!”

Indeed: E
ven so, C

om
e L

ord Jesus.  M
aranatha!

*  *  *

B
etrayal o

f th
e C

h
o

sen
A

 H
isto

ry o
f M

o
d

ern
 Israel

W
h

ere D
o

es Israel b
eg

in
?

In one sense, Israel begins at G
enesis 3:15, w

hen the “Seed of the
W

om
an” is first announced.  (T

he sum
m

ary of this W
om

an
occurs in R

evelation 12).

In another sense, Israel’s beginning occurs at the call of A
braham

in G
enesis 12.

B
ut the Scripture reckons the birth of the N

ation Israel at the
E

xodus (E
x 4:22).
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T
he D

iaspora B
egins

37-41
R

om
an em

peror C
aligula attem

pts to have his im
age

established in the T
em

ple.

66-73
Jew

ish revolt against the R
om

ans.

70
Fall of Jerusalem

.  Second T
em

ple destroyed by T
itus.

73
L

ast stand of the Jew
ish revolt at M

asada.

132
B

ar K
ochba revolt; destroys the 12th L

egion; rebuild-
ing of the T

em
ple begins.

135
R

om
ans crush the Jew

ish revolt.  H
adrian orders Jerusa-

lem
 plow

ed under and builds A
elia C

apitolina on the
ruins.  T

em
ple to Jupiter built over the site of the Jew

ish
T

em
ple.

313
E

m
peror C

onstantine legalizes C
hristianity in the R

o-
m

an E
m

pire.  M
oves his capital to B

yzantium
(C

onstantinople).

378
E

m
peror T

heodosius m
akes C

hristianity the state reli-
gion of the R

om
an E

m
pire.

570
M

oham
m

ed is born at M
ecca.

T
he R

ise of Islam
 begins.  (Syria fell, 634; Jerusalem

,
637; E

gypt, 638; Persia, 640; N
orth A

frica, 689; Spain,
711.  Stopped at T

ours, 732.)

614
Persians sack Jerusalem

.

628
B

yzantines recapture Jerusalem
 under H

eraclius.

638
Jerusalem

 conquered by C
aliph O

m
ar; M

uslim
 dom

i
nation of Jerusalem

 begins.

732
C

harles M
artel defeats the M

oors at T
ours, France,

arresting the incursion of Islam
 into E

urope.

445
N

ehem
iah gains authority to rebuild the city (and w

alls)
of Jerusalem

. (T
riggers the 69 w

eeks of D
aniel 9:25.

See D
aniel’s 70 W

eeks briefing pack.)

332
A

lexander the G
reat conquers the Persians, beginning

the H
ellenistic rule of Judea.

167
A

ntiochus IV
 (E

piphanes) ransacks Jerusalem
, prohib-

its T
orah practice, and sets up the “A

bom
ination of

D
esolation” in the T

em
ple.  M

accabean revolt begins.

164
T

em
ple recaptured and rededicated.  (O

rigin of H
anuk-

kah celebration, cf. Jn 10:22.)

142-63
H

asm
onean dynasty rules Jerusalem

.

63
R

om
an arm

y under Pom
pey conquers Judea.

40-37
Parthians conquer Judea.

37
H

erod regains Jerusalem
.

20
H

erod begins reconstruction and expansion of the
T

em
ple.

4? 2?
B

irth of C
hrist.

A
.D

.

7
C

aesar A
ugustus appoints C

aponius Procurator, re-
m

oved judicial authority: “T
he Sceptre departed from

Judah” (cf. G
en 49:10).

26-36
Pontius Pilate procurator of Judea; establishes capital at
C

aesarea.

28-32
M

inistry of Jesus.  C
rucifixion under H

erod A
ntipas.

T
he tragedy of all history (M

t 23: 37-39); N
ational

blindness decreed (L
k 19:40ff; R

om
 11:25).

D
estruction of Jerusalem

 predicted. (T
he “T

im
es of the

G
entiles” begin: L

k 21:24).
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1537-41
W

alls of Jerusalem
 rebuilt under Suleim

an the M
agnifi-

cent.

1544
M

uslim
 authorities seal the G

olden G
ate because of a

prophecy that the M
essiah w

ould enter through this
gate.

1799
N

apoleon m
oves against O

ttom
an E

m
pire from

 E
gyp-

tian front; stopped before he reaches Jerusalem
.

T
h

e R
eg

ath
erin

g
 B

eg
in

s

1860
M

ishkenot Sha’ananim
, first Jew

ish neighborhood built
outside Jerusalem

 w
alls.

1881
W

idespread pogrom
s in R

ussia reinforce Jew
ish na-

tional aw
akening.

1882
Publication of L

eo Pinsker’s A
uto-E

m
ancipation, call-

ing for the establishm
ent of a Jew

ish state.

B
eginning of the first w

ave of Z
ionist im

m
igration to

Palestine.

1894
T

heodor H
erzl attends the trial of A

lfred D
reyfus in

Paris and w
itnesses outpouring of French anti-Sem

itism
.

1896
H

erzl’s D
er Judenstaat (T

he Jew
ish State) published.

1897
H

erzl convenes First Z
ionist C

ongress in B
asel, Sw

it-
zerland.

1915
Joseph T

rum
peldor founds Z

ion M
ule C

orps of B
ritish

A
rm

y in W
orld W

ar I, the first Jew
ish fighting unit in

centuries.

1916
Sykes-Picot A

greem
ent signed by B

ritain, France and
R

ussia. C
arves up the form

er O
ttom

an E
m

pire, de-
feated in W

orld W
ar I; B

ritain gains control of Pales-
tine; France gains control of w

hat is now
 L

ebanon and
Syria.

750
A

bbasid D
ynasty of B

aghdad seizes control of Jerusa-
lem

.

950
E

gyptian-based Fatim
id D

ynasty conquers Jerusalem
.

A
ll synagogues and churches destroyed.

1071
Seljuks conquer Palestine and vandalize Jerusalem

,
persecuting both Jew

s and C
hristians.

1097
G

odfrey de B
ouillon leads First C

rusade to Jerusalem
.

1099
C

rusaders lay siege to Jerusalem
 and recapture city;

w
ide-scale m

assacre of alm
ost 40,000 Jew

s and M
us-

lim
s; C

rusaders declare Jerusalem
 capital of their L

atin
kingdom

.

1187
M

uslim
s recapture Jerusalem

 under Saladin, w
ho en-

courages Jew
s and C

hristians to settle in Jerusalem
 and

help him
 fight L

atin C
rusaders.

1241
Saladin dies; heirs battle each other; G

erm
any brokers

deal to return all of Jerusalem
 except T

em
ple M

ount to
C

rusader control.

1244
C

rusaders expelled from
 Jerusalem

 by m
ercenaries

hired by E
gyptian Sultan.

C
rusades (Sum

m
ary):

1st
1097-1099:  C

aptured Jerusalem
.

2nd
1147-1149:  Postponed the fall of Jerusalem

.
3rd

1189-1191:  A
rm

y failed to reach Jerusalem
.

4th
1201-1204:  C

aptured and plundered
  C

on-stantinople.
5th

1228-1229:  T
ook Jerusalem

, but soon lost it.
6th

1248-1254:  A
 failure.

1291
M

am
elukes rule from

 C
airo; Jerusalem

 becom
es city of

exile for dangerous crim
inals and disfavored govern-

m
ent officials.

1516
O

ttom
an E

m
pire succeeds M

am
eluke E

m
pire. Jerusa-

lem
 in T

urkish hands for next 400 years.
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1929
A

rab riots in Palestine.  M
assacre of Jew

s in H
ebron and

Safed.  A
rabs dem

and end to Jew
ish im

m
igration.

1930
B

ritish W
hite Paper lim

its Jew
ish im

m
igration to Pales-

tine.

1933
H

itler com
es to pow

er in G
erm

any.

1936-39
C

am
paign of A

rab violence in Palestine.  A
rab rioters

m
urder 500 Jew

s and thousands of A
rabs, dem

anding
an end to Jew

ish im
m

igration.  A
rab nationalist m

ove-
m

ents riot to stop Jew
ish hom

eland in Palestine and
throw

 their support to H
itler in W

orld W
ar II.

1937
B

ritish Peel C
om

m
ission asserts that Jew

ish N
ational H

om
e

cannot be built in Palestine.  R
ecom

m
ends repartition of

Palestine into tiny Jew
ish state (5%

 of total area) and A
rab

state in rem
ainder.  Peel Plan is rejected by both A

rabs and
Jew

s.  B
ritain halts Jew

ish im
m

igration to Palestine, con
dem

ning m
illions of   E

uropean Jew
s to the H

olocaust.

1938
M

unich C
onference and betrayal of the C

zechs.  H
itler

is given the Sudetenland.

1939
H

itler overruns C
zechoslovakia.

C
ham

berlain W
hite Paper announces end to Jew

ish
N

ational H
om

e and prom
ises control of im

m
igration

into Palestine to the A
rabs w

ithin five years. B
ritish

blockade Palestine against “illegal” Jew
ish im

m
igra-

tion.

H
itler invades Poland.  W

orld W
ar II begins.

1941
M

ufti relocates to B
erlin.  M

eets w
ith H

itler; announces
intention of creating “fascist” A

rab state and agitates for
the destruction of w

orld Jew
ry.  Instigates terrorism

against A
rab m

oderates also.

1942
N

azi conference at W
annsee decides on destruction of

all Jew
s in E

urope.

1944
Jew

ish B
rigade, part of the B

ritish forces, fights alongside the
A

llies.

1917
B

alfour D
eclaration com

m
its B

ritain to supporting a
Jew

ish N
ational H

om
e in Palestine.

B
ritish forces under G

eneral Sir E
dm

und A
llenby liber-

ate Palestine from
 the T

urks.  Jew
ish L

egion partici
pates in freeing G

alilee, Sam
aria, and “T

ransjordan.”

1919
V

ersailles Peace C
onference.  W

ilson argues for
self-determ

ination of peoples.  Jew
ish-A

rab accord:
Jew

s claim
 Jew

ish hom
e in Palestine; A

rabs claim
 A

rab
state from

 Iraq to Y
em

en (excluding Palestine).

1920
San R

em
o C

onference grants B
ritain M

andate over
Palestine w

ith the aim
 of encouraging im

m
igration and

settlem
ent of Jew

s and establishm
ent of Jew

ish N
a-

tional H
om

e.

B
ritish officials instigate A

rab riots in Palestine.  R
iot-

ers dem
and end to Jew

ish im
m

igration and incorpora
tion of Palestine into Syria.

V
aldim

ir Jabotinsky founds H
aganah, the Jew

ish
self-defense force in Palestine.

1921
B

ritish decide to install A
bdullah in “T

ransjordan”
(eastern Palestine).

Sam
uel appoints haj A

m
in al-H

usseini grand m
ufti of

Jerusalem
.

1922
L

eague of N
ations officially ratifies B

ritish M
andate

over Palestine w
ith aim

 of building Jew
ish N

ational
H

om
e.

C
hurchill W

hite Paper creates “T
ransjordan” east of

Jordan R
iver, taking 78%

 of land allocated for B
ritish

M
andate.

1925
V

ladim
ir Jabotinsky founds Z

ionist R
evisionism

, fore-
runner of the H

erut political party and the m
odern L

ikud
Party.



Page 123
Page 122

1956
Sinai C

am
paign, O

ct 29 - N
ov 5.  G

am
al A

bdel N
asser

nationalizes Suez C
anal and blocks Israeli shipping.

Israel captures Sinai from
 E

gypt.

T
errorist bases in G

aza dism
antled.

U
.S.-Soviet pressure forces Israeli w

ithdraw
al from

Sinai w
ithout peace treaty.  D

w
ight E

isenhow
er guar-

antees protection of Israeli shipping.

1964
PL

O
 is founded in C

airo w
ith aim

 of “liberating”
Palestine.  PL

O
 C

harter calling for Israel’s destruction
is adopted (still in place). C

am
paign of terror attacks

across Israel’s borders escalates.

1967
E

gypt floods Sinai w
ith troops and blockades Israeli

shipping in the R
ed Sea.  A

m
erican guarantees to

protect Israel fails to take effect.

Six D
ay W

ar, June 5-10.  Israel defeats com
bined forces

of E
gypt, Syria, Iraq, and Jordan.  C

aptures Sinai and
G

aza, Judea and Sam
aria, and the G

olan H
eights.  Jerusa-

lem
 is reunited.  Jew

ish settlem
ents in eastern Jerusa-

lem
, Judea, and Sam

aria reestablished.

M
oshe D

ayan gives adm
inistration of the T

em
ple M

ount
to the W

aqf, the H
igh M

uslim
 C

ouncil of Jordan.

1968
PL

O
 hijacking of Israeli airliner to A

lgeria m
arks be-

ginning of PL
O

 cam
paign of international terror.

1969
Y

asser A
rafat, head of the Fatah guerilla w

ing, gains
control of the PL

O
.

1969-70
W

ar of A
ttrition.  E

gypt and Syria launch a cam
paign of

continuous attacks along Suez C
anal and G

olan H
eights.

PL
O

 steps up terror attacks across Jordan R
iver.  H

eavy
Israeli retaliation brings w

ar to an end.

1970
E

gypt’s N
asser dies and is succeeded by A

nw
ar Sadat.

PL
O

 attem
pts to take over Jordan.  K

ing H
ussein

m
assacres Palestinian A

rabs and expels A
rafat and the

1945
W

orld W
ar II ends.  L

iberation of the death cam
ps

w
here six m

illion Jew
s died.  A

rabs dem
and end to

Jew
ish im

m
igration to Palestine.

“Illegal” sm
uggling of H

olocaust survivors into Pales-
tine by Jew

s. Increase of Jew
ish underground actions

against B
ritish blockade and B

ritish adm
inistration in

Palestine.

1946
Irgun bom

bs K
ing D

avid H
otel.

1947
B

ritain announces w
ithdraw

al from
 Palestine.  U

nited
N

ations announces partition into Jew
ish and A

rab states.
Jew

s accept partition; A
rabs reject it.

D
ead Sea Scrolls discovered.

1948
Invasion of A

rab forces aim
ed at preventing the estab-

lishm
ent of the Jew

ish State.

D
eclaration of independence of the State of Israel.

D
avid B

en G
urion becom

es first Prim
e M

inister.

1948-49
Israel’s W

ar of Independence.  A
rab arm

ies from
 five

countries invade Israel.  Jordanian forces occupy Judea,
Sam

aria, and eastern half of Jerusalem
, including O

ld
C

ity and T
em

ple M
ount; Jordan annexes E

ast Jerusa-
lem

, destroying all Jew
ish settlem

ents.  E
gypt occupies

G
aza.  W

ar of Independence ends in Jew
ish victory.

1948-52
800,000 Jew

s expelled from
 A

rab countries.  M
ost flee to Israel

and are absorbed.  650,000 A
rabs flee from

 Israel and
are confined to refugee cam

ps.

1951
Y

asser A
rafat of the H

usseini clan begins organizing
Palestinian radicals in C

airo and recruits A
bu Iyad, A

bu
Jihad, and other future leaders of the PL

O
.

1952-56
T

errorist raids into Israel from
 adjoining A

rab states,
including E

gyptian-sponsored fedayeen raids from
G

aza.  Israeli arm
y adopts policy of reprisals.
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1979
E

gypt and Israel sign C
am

p D
avid A

ccords.  Israel
agrees to return Sinai.

1981
Sadat is assassinated.

1982
Israeli am

bassador is shot in L
ondon by PL

O
.  Israel

invades L
ebanon w

ith aim
 of dism

antling PL
O

 terrorist
bases.  PL

O
 is expelled from

 L
ebanon and forced to

relocate in T
unis.

1984
U

.S. and Israel sign strategic cooperation agreem
ent

form
alizing alliance.

1985
Israel w

ithdraw
s from

 L
ebanon and establishes security

zone north of Israeli/L
ebanese border.  Syria rem

ains in
control of m

ost of L
ebanon.

U
.S. takes lead in w

ar against terror after PL
O

 hijacks
A

chille L
auro cruise ship.  M

idair interception of terror-
ists by U

.S. fighter planes.

1986
U

.S. and B
ritain bom

b L
ibya in retaliation for

L
ibyan-supported terror attacks.

1987
PL

O
 banned in U

.S. by law
 for terrorist activities.

Intifada, the Palestinian uprising, begins.

1988
PL

O
 pressures Jordan’s K

ing H
ussein into renouncing

all claim
s to the W

est B
ank; from

 A
lgiers, PL

O
 declares

establishm
ent of Palestinian state w

ith its capital in
Jerusalem

.

1989-91
C

ollapse of Soviet U
nion.  Second w

ave of Soviet
im

m
igration to Israel brings 600,000 in five years.

1990
Israeli airlift brings m

ost of E
thiopian Jew

ry to Israel.

Saddam
 H

ussein of Iraq invades K
uw

ait.

1991
Persian G

ulf W
ar.  U

.S.-led international coalition
drives Saddam

 from
 K

uw
ait.  Israel is attacked by Iraqi

Scud m
issiles but is kept from

 intervening by the U
.S.

PL
O

 in “B
lack Septem

ber.”

1971-75
PL

O
 relocates to L

ebanon and establishes de facto state
on its territory, w

hich becom
es a base for all interna-

tional terror organizations.  PL
O

 cam
paign of m

assa-
cres continue in northern Israel.

1972
M

unich m
assacre of Israeli O

lym
pic athletes earns PL

O
international notoriety.

1973
Y

om
 K

ippur W
ar, O

ct. 5-24.  E
gypt and Syria launch surprise

attack against Israel.  D
espite heavy casualties, Israeli arm

y
reverses tide and advances tow

ard C
airo and D

am
ascus.

A
rabs ask for cease fire after three w

eeks of fighting.  Israel
negotiates disengagem

ent agreem
ent w

ith E
gypt and Syria,

setting cease-fire lines in the Sinai and the G
olan.

A
rab oil em

bargo is im
posed.  International oil prices

rise dram
atically.

1975
U

nited N
ations passes resolution defam

ing Z
ionism

 as
racism

 (!).

PL
O

 control of L
ebanon is challenged, and full-scale

civil w
ar erupts betw

een M
oslem

s and C
hristians.

1976
Syria invades L

ebanon and sets up perm
anent control

over m
ore than half of that country.  (W

estern press
ignores this.)

Israeli raid on E
ntebbe airport in U

ganda on July 4; frees
103 hostages held by PL

O
.

1977
L

ikud governm
ent elected in Israel.  M

enachem
 B

egin
is first L

ikud prim
e m

inister.

President A
nw

ar Sadat of E
gypt responds to B

egin’s
invitation and visits Israel.  (L

eads to peace treaty in
1979.)

1978-79
First w

ave of Jew
ish em

igration from
 the Soviet U

nion
as a result of Soviet/A

m
erican dÈ

tente reaches peak.
T

w
o hundred thousand Soviet Jew

ish im
m

igrants ar
rive in Israel.
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B
ib

lio
g

rap
h

y
F

o
r Israel’s H

isto
ry

P
rim

ary:

B
enjam

in N
etanyahu, A

 P
lace A

m
ong the N

ations, B
antam

 B
ooks, N

ew
 Y

ork N
Y

,
1993.  A

 “M
ust R

ead” by the one w
ho subsequently becam

e the current Prim
e

M
inister.

John L
oftus and M

ark A
arons, T

he Secret W
ar A

gainst the Jew
s: H

ow
 W

estern
E

spionage B
etrayed the Jew

ish P
eople, St. M

artin’s Press, N
ew

 Y
ork N

Y
,

1994.
Joan Peters, F

rom
 T

im
e Im

m
em

orial: T
he O

rigins of the A
rab-Jew

ish C
onflict

O
ver P

alestine,  H
arper and R

ow
, N

ew
 Y

ork N
Y

, 1984.  A
 definitive study

revealing the truth behind the m
yths.

M
ike E

vans,  Jerusalem
 B

etrayed, W
ord Publishing, D

allas T
X

, 1997.
D

ave H
unt, A

 C
up of T

rem
bling,  H

arvest H
ouse, E

ugene O
R

, 1996.
D

avid A
llen L

ew
is, C

an Israel Survive in a H
ostile W

orld?  N
ew

 L
eaf  Press, G

reen
Forest A

R
, 1994.

S
u

p
p

lem
en

tal:

W
illiam

 Shirer, T
he R

ise and F
all of the T

hird R
eich: A

 H
istory of N

azi G
erm

any,
B

allantine, N
ew

 Y
ork N

Y
, 1950.

C
leveland, W

illiam
 L

.,  A
 H

istory of the M
odern M

iddle E
ast,  Sim

on Frazer
U

niversity,  W
estview

 Press, B
oulder C

O
, 1994.

C
ollins, L

arry &
 L

aPierre, D
om

inique, O
 Jerusalem

!  Sim
on and Schuster, N

ew
Y

ork N
Y

, 1972.
H

erzog, C
haim

,  T
he A

rab-Israel W
ars:  W

ar and P
eace in the M

iddle E
ast,V

intage
B

ooks, R
andom

 H
ouse,  N

ew
 Y

ork N
Y

, 1982.
Schndier, L

udw
ig, Israel Jahrbuch 1997, N

achrichten aus Israel, Jerusalem
,

Israel, 1996.
E

ncyclopedia Judaica, K
eter Publishing H

ouse, Jerusalem
, Israel.

See also the follow
ing briefing packs by K

oinonia H
ouse:

•
T

he N
ext H

olocaust
•

T
he C

om
ing T

em
ple

•
Seventy W

eeks of D
aniel

•
T

he P
rodigal H

eirs
•

T
he K

ingdom
 of B

lood

A
lso, T

he T
w

elve T
ribes (Supplem

ent to the E
xpositional C

om
m

entary of Joshua).

1991
M

adrid Peace C
onference am

ong Israel, Syria, L
eba-

non, and a Jordanian/Palestinian delegation.  Israel
branded as the chief obstacle to peace, and is pressured
to negotiate w

ith PL
O

 representatives.

1992
L

abor returns to pow
er in Israel.  Y

itzhak R
abin be

com
es prim

e m
inister.

1992-93
Secret negotiations w

ith the PL
O

 takes place in O
slo,

N
orw

ay.

1992
D

eclarations of Principles (“O
slo I”) signed at the

W
hite H

ouse cerem
ony, transferring control of Jericho

and G
aza to PL

O
 control.

1994
Peace T

reaty signed w
ith Jordan (cf.  D

an 11:41).

G
aza Strip and Jericho turned over to PL

O
 control;

Y
asser A

rafat, Y
itzhak R

abin, and Shim
on Peres re-

ceive N
obel Peace Prize.

1995
Interim

 A
greem

ent (“O
slo II”) signed w

ith the PL
O

w
hich cedes B

ethlehem
, H

ebron, and over 450 villages
to Palestinian control.  Prim

e M
inister Y

itzhak R
abin

assassinated; Shim
on Peres succeeds R

abin.

1996
B

enjam
in N

etanyahu w
ins first national election for

Prim
e M

inister.

Final status talks begin that w
ill decide the fate of

Jerusalem
 (cf.  Z

ech 12:2ff).
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Z
ech
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  B

ib
lio

g
rap

h
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B
aldw

in, Joyce G
., H

aggai, Z
echariah, M

alachi, Inter-V
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ondon,
1972.

B
aron, D
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he V

isions and P
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echariah, H
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 C
hristian

T
estim
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ondon, 1918.

B
oice, Jam
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he M

inor P
rophets, V

ol 2., Z
ondervan Publishing

H
ouse, G

rand R
apids M

I 1986.
B

ullinger, E
.W

., T
he C

om
panion B

ible, Z
ondervan B

ible Publishers, G
rand

R
apids, M

I, 1958.
D

entan, R
obert C

., “Z
echariah” in T
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ible, V
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Press, N
ashville, T

N
, 1956.

E
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an, M
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huck Sm
ith, T

he Search for M
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he W
ord For T
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Publishers, C
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esa, C
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Feinberg, C
harles L

ee, G
od R

em
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 Study of Z

echariah, M
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ah Press,
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 1965.

Feinberg, C
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oody Press, C
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Freem
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., A
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ld T
estam
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oody Press,
C
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, 1968.

H
enry, M
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 and T

hom
as Scott, C

om
m

entary on the H
oly B

ible, T
hom

as
N

elson Publishing C
om

pany, N
Y

, 1979.
Ironside, H

. A
., N

otes on the M
inor P

rophets, L
oizeaux B

rothers, N
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J
1909.

Jam
ieson, R

ev. R
obert, R

ev. A
.R

. Fausset and R
ev. D

avid B
row

n, A
 C

om
m

entary
C

ritical, E
xperim

ental, and P
ractical on the O

ld and N
ew

 T
estam

ents, vol.
IV

, W
illiam

 B
. E

erdm
an’s Publishing C

om
pany, G
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Josephus, Flavius, T

he C
om

plete W
orks of F

lavius Josephus, K
regel Publishing,

G
rand R

apids, M
I, 1960.

K
aiser, W

alter, Z
echariah, W

ord Publishing, D
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X
, 1992.

K
eil, C

.F., F. D
elitzsch, C

om
m

entary on the O
ld T

estam
ent in T

en V
olum

es, V
ol.

X
, W

illiam
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 E
erdm

ans Publishing C
o., G

rand R
apids, M
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K

raeling, E
., R

and-M
cN
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ible A

tlas, R
and M
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 C
om
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Francisco, C
A
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C

M
L

V
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L
eupold, H
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., E

xposition of Z
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1971.
L
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M
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M

issler, C
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M
itchell, H
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erlin Pow
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ew
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ritical and
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C

lark, E
dinburgh, 1971.

Scofield, C
.I., T

he N
ew

 Scofield Study B
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niversity Press, N

ew
Y
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Spence, H

.D
.M

. and Joseph S. E
xell (editors), T

he P
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m
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W
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ans Publishing C
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G
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U
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 C
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N
o

tes:
N

o
tes:



A
b

o
u

t T
h

e C
o

ver D
esig

n
(on the tape cassette volum

es)

T
h

e “F
ro

n
t” co

ver:

T
he G

reek border: “I am
 A

lpha and O
m

ega, the beginning and
the ending, saith the L

ord, w
hich is, and w

hich w
as, and w

hich
is to com

e, the A
lm

ighty  (R
evelation 1:8).”  T

he center design
elem

ent sym
bolizes the W

ord of G
od Incarnate, illum

inated by
the H

oly Spirit.

T
h

e “B
ack” co

ver: (th
e “fro

n
t” to

 th
e Jew

ish
 read

er)

T
he H

ebrew
 border:  “H

ear O
 Israel:  T

he L
ord our G

od is one
L

ord: and thou shalt love the L
O

R
D

 thy G
od w

ith all thine heart,
and w

ith all thy soul, and w
ith all thy m

ight (from
 the Sh’m

a,
D

eut 6:4-5).”

T
he center design represents the B

urning B
ush, m

ade up of
H

ebrew
 letters w

hich proclaim
 “the E

ternal O
ne cannot lie.”

T
h

e S
p

in
e:

T
he spine includes a M

enorah from
 the O

ld T
estam

ent, a
M

aranatha D
ove suggesting the N

ew
 T

estam
ent, and the K

oinonia
H

ouse logo at the base.

K
oinonia H

ouse
P.O. Box D

Coeur d�Alene Idaho
83816-0347

(208) 773-6310
www.khouse.orgIS

B
N

 1-57821-083-6


