
Page 1

S
u

p
p

lem
en

tal N
o

tes:

T
he B

ook
of

Joshua

Chuck M
issler

©
 1996 K

oinonia H
ouse Inc.



Page 3
Page 2

A
u

d
io

 L
istin

g

Jo
sh

u
a 1

Introduction to Joshua (its historical, practical, and prophetic aspects).
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piritual preparation.   E

ncounter w
ith the C

aptain of the L
ord’s H
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attle at B
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o

n
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 D
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f Jo
sh

u
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D
etailed study of 10:12-13. C

atastrophe m
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alendar study.  O
rbital

resonance.

Jo
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u
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N
orthern C

am
paign.  Joshua’s generalship.

Jo
sh

u
a 13 - 24

T
he division of the land.

T
h

e B
o

o
k o

f Jo
sh

u
a

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

W
h

y Jo
sh

u
a?

It is an exciting adventure story of conquests and setbacks, and it
includes som

e of the m
ost rem

arkable episodes in the S
cripture.

1)  H
isto

rical

C
ontinues D

euteronom
y; introduces historical period in the L

and.

G
enesis:

B
ook of beginnings (heaven, earth, Israel). D

octrine: E
lection;

N
oah, Shem

, A
bram

, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph.  (E
ph 1:4; 2 T

hess 2:13)

E
xodus:

D
eliverance from

 bondage. D
octrine: R

edem
ption (6:6; 15:13); by

grace (burning bush a m
odel); P

assover L
am

b.

L
eviticus:

M
anner of w

orship (only tw
o m

onths of history).  D
octrine:

fellow
ship and w

orship; tabernacle, et al.; sanctification.

N
um

bers:
W

ilderness W
anderings.  D

octrine: failure of unbelief; failure to
enter, overcom

e, occupy.

D
euteronom

y: D
octrine: O

bedience a precondition. [B
ridge betw

een the first
four (outside the land) and the next seven (inside the land)!]

Joshua:
C

onquest of the L
and; [the iniquity of the A

m
orites w

as now
 full

(G
en 15:16); the land w

as to “vom
it out its inhabitants” (L

ev
18:25).]

2)  P
ractical

It is a book about w
ar and w

arfare.  W
e are expected to be soldiers, taking

the offense (M
t 16:18).  [W

e often feel m
ore like prisoners of w

ar!]

T
his book is about V

ictorious C
hristian L

iving (1 Jn 5:4).  (T
his is also

the  title of A
lan R

edpath’s com
m

entary on Joshua, V
ictorious C

hristian
L

iving.) It is a clarion call to obedience and action.  It fits our tim
es.
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L
esso

n
s fo

r T
o

d
ay’s C

h
ristian

N
ot about life after death: life after “birth”!

H
is goal: not just deliverance from

 E
gypt, but to the Prom

ised L
and (G

en
14:13-17; E

x 3:7,8).

H
ebrew

s (3 &
 4): “into H

is rest...”
E

phesians: “in the heavenlies...”

R
om

ans 8:30: Predestinated—
called—

justified—
glorified.

A
 C

hristian does not w
ork up to victory: he w

orks dow
n from

 it (H
is).

M
oses —

the L
aw

Joshua—
V

ictory

S
trong enem

ies: E
phesians 6.

C
ontrolled by spiritual evil: destroy com

pletely!  E
ph 6:11. [N

ot just
those from

 P
eretti novels! Includes those in three-piece suits, carrying

briefcases and cellular phones, w
ho speak good E

nglish, and netw
ork

effectively.]

3)  P
ro

p
h

etic

 [v>/hy Y
eho-S

hua: “
T

he L
ord is Salvation”

 in H
ebrew

 (Jesus in G
reek).

T
ype of our S

avior, vs. M
oses, the (failure of) the L

aw
.

4)  M
ystical A

sp
ects (C

ol 2:16,17)

Joshua as a “type” of C
hrist

(“T
ype” is a foreshadow

ing or m
odel of)

•
N

am
esake: Y

e-ho-shua =
 Jesus (G

reek)
P

rophet: foretold G
od’s plan

Priest (!): M
oses’ m

inister (E
x 33:11)

K
ing: C

om
m

ander of the H
ost (Israel)

•
H

e cam
e after M

oses (John 1:17; R
om

 8:3-4; 10:4-5; G
al 3:23-25); w

hat
L

aw
 could not do, he com

pleted.
•

H
e leads to victory (R

om
 8:37; 2 C

or 1:10; 2:14);

Jo
sh

u
a vs. E

p
h

esian
s (“In the heavenlies”)

D
euteronom

y vs. A
cts

L
eviticus vs. H

ebrew
s

W
hat E

phesians explains doctrinally, Joshua illustrates practically.

Joshua
E

phesians

Israel entering and
C

hurch entering
 possessing

and possessing

E
arthly inheritance

H
eavenly inheritance

G
iven to A

braham
G

iven in C
hrist

1)
Predestined inheritance of a chosen people
G

en 13:14, 15
E

ph 1:3,4
E

x 13:5

2)
O

pen by a divinely appointed leader
Josh 1:6
D

eut 31:7
E

ph 1:18-22
Joh 11:23

3)
G

ift of grace, received by faith
B

y law
, Israel could never becom

e entitled to C
anaan

G
iven: Josh 1:1,2

E
ph 2:5-8

4)
Sphere of striking divine revelation
“A

ll the people of the earth m
ight know

...”
D

eut 28:10
Josh 4:24

E
ph 3:8-10

Future in the L
and

Isa 11:11,12
Jer 23:5-8

5)
E

ach scene of conflict!
E

ph 6:12
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“T
im

e of the restitution of all things” (A
cts 3:21, label of Second C

om
ing

of C
hrist!)  [B

egins on Y
om

 K
ippur (10th of T

ishri), not R
osh

H
aShannah.(?)]

C
hrist began his m

inistry at 29th Jubilee?  C
hurch has m

inistered for 40
Jubilees?  T

hus, are w
e entering the 70th Jubilee?

T
he m

an G
od uses: called; prepared; obedient.

Jo
sh

u
a: P

erso
n

al B
ackg

ro
u

n
d

Joshua w
as the eldest son of his father, N

un.  (H
e w

ould have had a
special interest in the sprinkling of the blood the night of the P

assover
in E

gypt!)

[A
 study of his genealogy (1 C

hr 7:20-28) reveals that som
e of his

relatives did not have a good reputation—
they w

ere cattle thieves!]

H
e is first seen fighting the enem

ies of G
od only tw

o m
onths after the

exodus from
 E

gypt (E
x 17:8-16). M

oses is instructed to w
rite this “in the

book...” (E
x 17:14) D

efinite article is im
plied.  For the ears of Joshua: a hint

of his future assignm
ent to be a m

ilitary leader!

[M
oses is nam

ed 57X
 in the book...]

O
n M

t S
inai: E

x 24:18; 32:1-18; 33:11 (Joshua, not A
aron, left in charge

of tent of m
eeting!)  N

um
 11:28.

O
shua (“H

e saves”; N
um

 13:8); renam
ed Y

ehovah-S
hua (“Y

ehovah is
salvation”; N

um
 13:16), the H

ebrew
 form

 of “Jesus” (M
t 1:21; C

f. A
cts

7:45; H
eb 4:8: Joshua called Jesus).

Joshua w
as a m

em
ber of the 12 sent to spy out the land; he and C

aleb
w

ere the only ones to give a good report—
and to survive the 40 years!

C
f. N

um
 13:1- 14:39.

It took only a few
 days to get Israel out of E

gypt;  it took 40 years to get
E

gypt out of Israel.

T
hey had traveled from

 E
gypt to Sinai in only tw

o m
onths.  T

he L
ord kept

them
 there for a year.  T

heir unbelief stretched out their journey another
40 years.

•
H

e is our advocate w
hen w

e have suffered defeat; C
f. Josh 7:5-9 (1 John

2:1-2);
•

H
e allots our inheritance (E

ph 1:11, 14; 4:7-11).

Jo
rd

an

S
tarted at B

ethabara (“T
he H

ouse of C
rossing”). John the B

aptist (Jn
1:28) baptized in sam

e spot.
C

hose tw
o spies? N

ot 12!
C

ircum
cised at G

ilgal (10
th of N

isan); w
aited three days; crossed on the

14
th (P

assover).
M

anna ends.
W

hat does “crossing the Jordan” typify?
W

hy w
ere “spies” sent?

C
an

aan

S
even-year cam

paign [45 years (N
um

 14:30) less 38 years spent in the
w

ilderness (D
eut 2:14)]

W
hat does C

anaan typify?
H

eaven?  (Y
et, w

ars there!) C
onquest through conflict!?

C
anaan: “C

rossing over the Jordan” =
 ?

Israel cam
e not as pilgrim

s, but as invaders to take possession...
C

anaan: present position and possession and C
hrist (H

eb 3 &
 4)

4:8-11: “..enter into that rest...”  N
ote v.3

=
 Israel’s prom

ised rest (D
eut 6:10-11; L

ev 26:6);
=

 place of bounty (E
x 3:8; D

eut 11:10-12; 33:28; L
ev 26:5);

=
 place of trium

ph (D
eut 7:1).

Jerich
o

(H
ouse of the M

oon G
od: B

et Y
erah): T

rum
pet battle plan??

R
ahab: G

entile in C
hrist’s genealogy!?

(2) “S
pies” spend three days in m

ountains?
A

ngel w
orshipped in C

hapter 5?

Ju
b

ilee Y
ear

Instituted in L
eviticus; begun after conquest of C

anaan;
S

laves w
ent free

D
ebts forgiven

L
and returned to ow

ners
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C
f: G

en 15:18 (different “W
est B

ank”!); E
x 23:31; N

um
 34:3-12; D

eut
11:24.

5]
T

here shall not any m
an be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as

I w
as w

ith M
oses, so I w

ill be w
ith thee: I w

ill not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

C
om

m
itm

ent m
ade before entire nation. (C

f 7:24).

G
od changes not!  S

am
e prom

ise for C
hristians  today!  Q

uoted in H
eb

13:5, 6.

H
e has prom

ised H
is personal presence (M

att 28:19); H
is H

oly S
pirit to

abide w
ith us forever (John 14:16); an absence of fear, since H

e that is
in us is greater than he that it is in the w

orld (1 John 4:4); and an assurance
of victory in our conflict w

ith S
atanic pow

ers, in that w
e w

ill be “m
ore

than conquerors” through H
im

 that loved us (R
om

 8:37).

[T
he nations of C

anaan are “types” of the principalities m
entioned in

E
phesians 6:12.]

6]
B

e strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an
inheritance the land, w

hich I sw
are unto their fathers to give them

.

H
e is the G

od of all encouragem
ent.  H

is grand purpose of all H
is dealings

w
ith us is that w

e m
ay com

e to know
 H

im
.  (John 17:3).

H
ere w

e see this involves responsive action on the part of the one to
w

hom
 the prom

ises are m
ade. (Som

etim
es w

arfare response, som
etim

es
receiving response)

V
erses 7 +

 8: the key to prosperity!

7]
O

nly be thou strong and very courageous, that thou m
ayest observe to do

according to all the law
, w

hich M
oses m

y servant com
m

anded thee: turn not
from

 it to the right hand or to the left, that thou m
ayest prosper w

hithersoever
thou goest.

T
he second exhortation is som

ew
hat stronger than the first, and m

ore
personal.  It takes m

ore courage to deal w
ith self  than w

ith others.

K
ey V

erse:

8]
T

his book of the law
 shall not depart out of thy m

outh; but thou shalt m
editate

therein day and night, that thou m
ayest observe to do according to all that is

[H
e stood his ground at the threat of his life (N

um
 14:10). T

hey w
ere going

to stone the tw
o w

itnesses!  C
f. R

ev 11.]

O
rdination (N

um
 27:18-23).  P

icked long before (D
eut 3:28); an answ

er
to M

oses’ prayer (N
um

 27:16-17);  Spirit-filled (D
eut 34:9).

[R
abbinical tradition ascribes the last 8 verses of the T

orah.]

B
o

o
k o

f Jo
sh

u
a: O

rg
an

izatio
n

E
ntering the L

and, C
h. 1 - 5;

O
vercom

ing the L
and, C

h. 6 - 12;
O

ccupying the L
and, C

h. 13 - 24
T

he victory of faith.

Jo
sh

u
a 1

1]
N

ow
 after the death of M

oses the servant of the L
O

R
D

 it cam
e to pass, that

the L
O

R
D

 spake unto Joshua the son of N
un, M

oses’ m
inister, saying,

w, “
V

e” =
 “N

ow
” should be “A

nd...” In G
enesis, no “ve”; E

xodus,
L

eviticus, N
um

bers, yes; (Israel outside the L
and). D

euteronom
y, none.

It is a bridge book. Joshua, and every book until 1 C
hronicles, yes. (Israel

inside/after C
anaan).

2]
M

oses m
y servant is dead; now

 therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and
all this people, unto the land w

hich I do give to them
, even to the children of

Israel.

C
ontinually reem

phasized in this book, the land w
as G

od’s gift to H
is

people (vv.3, 6, 11, 13, 15).

3]
E

very place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto
you, as I said unto M

oses.

F
or the gift to be effective, possession had to be taken.  F

or a check to
be good, it needs to be cashed.  F

or C
hrist’s redem

ption to avail, it m
ust

be received and relied upon (C
f. H

eb 4:2, 11).

4]
F

rom
 the w

ilderness and this L
ebanon even unto the great river, the river

E
uphrates, all the land of the H

ittites, and unto the great sea tow
ard the going

dow
n of the sun, shall be your coast.
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12]
A

nd to the R
eubenites, and to the G

adites, and to half the tribe of M
anasseh,

spake Joshua, saying,

T
ribes that w

anted to settle E
ast of Jordan, yet w

ould support conquest
of the land.

13]
R

em
em

ber the w
ord w

hich M
oses the servant of the L

O
R

D
 com

m
anded you,

saying, T
he L

O
R

D
 your G

od hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.
14]

Y
our w

ives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall rem
ain in the land w

hich
M

oses gave you on this side Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren
arm

ed, all the m
ighty m

en of valour, and help them
;

15]
U

ntil the L
O

R
D

 have given your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they
also have possessed the land w

hich the L
O

R
D

 your G
od giveth them

: then ye
shall return unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it, w

hich M
oses the

L
O

R
D

’S
 servant gave you on this side Jordan tow

ard the sunrising.

T
hese 2 ½

 tribes had 136,930 m
en available (N

um
 26:7, 18, 34).  O

nly 40,000
m

en actually crossed the Jordan to fight in the P
rom

ised L
and (Josh

4:13); the rest rem
ained to protect the w

om
en in the cities the tribes had

taken in the land of Jazer and the land of G
ilead (N

um
 32:1-5, 16-19).  W

hen
the soldiers returned hom

e, they shared the spoils of w
ar w

ith their
brothers (Josh 22:6-8).

[T
heir desire w

as for “a place for cattle” (N
um

 32:1, 4, 16); their first
concern w

as for m
aking a living, not m

aking a life.  T
hey w

ould rather
prosper than dw

ell w
ith their brothers and sisters in the inheritance that

G
od had given them

.  T
hey w

ere so far from
 the place of w

orship, they
had to erect a special m

onum
ent to rem

ind their children of their heritage
(Josh 22:10ff).  T

hey seem
 to represent the “borderline believers” w

ho
get close to the inheritance but never quite claim

 it, no m
atter how

successful they m
ay seem

 to be.  W
hile available for a tim

e, w
hen their

appointed task is finished, they head hom
e to do w

hat they w
ant to do...]

16]
A

nd they answ
ered Joshua, saying, A

ll that thou com
m

andest us w
e w

ill do,
and w

hithersoever thou sendest us, w
e w

ill go.
17]

A
ccording as w

e hearkened unto M
oses in all things, so w

ill w
e hearken unto

thee: only the L
O

R
D

 thy G
od be w

ith thee, as he w
as w

ith M
oses.

T
hey prayed for him

.  T
he best thing w

e can do for those w
ho lead us

is to pray for them
 daily and ask G

od to be w
ith them

.  N
o C

hristian w
arrior

succeeds to the glory of G
od apart from

 prayer.

“Is prayer your steering w
heel or your spare tire?” asked C

orrie ten
B

oom
.

w
ritten therein: for then thou shalt m

ake thy w
ay prosperous, and then thou

shalt have good success.

M
oses kept a w

ritten record of G
od’s w

orlds and com
m

itted this record
to the care of the priests (D

eut 31:9); he w
rote in it a rem

inder for Joshua
(E

x 17:14); w
e regard the “B

ook of the L
aw

” as the five books of the T
orah.

R
ead every seven years (D

eut 31:11-13);
D

avid’s charge to S
olom

on (1 K
gs 2:1-4);

L
ost until Josiah (2 K

gs 22:8; 23:2,3);
E

zra (N
eh 8:1,8; 13:1);

D
aniel (9:11);

L
ast chapter in O

T
: M

al 4:4.

M
editation is not optional.  D

eut 32:46; P
rov 4:26; H

ag 1:7; L
uke 9:44;

Phil 4:8; Ps 1:1,2; 119:97.

Isaac: G
en 24:62;

D
avid, P

s 119;
M

ary, L
uke 1:19,51.

O
bedience is to be com

plete.  “...all...” (D
o all that is w

ritten therein.)

9]
H

ave not I com
m

anded thee? B
e strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,

neither be thou dism
ayed: for the L

O
R

D
 thy G

od is w
ith thee w

hithersoever
thou goest.

S
elected as one of the 12 spies 40 years earlier (N

um
 13); gave the

dissenting report (N
um

 14:6-10). A
lso, fought w

ith A
m

alekites (E
x 17).

B
e S

trong (4X
).

10]
T

hen Joshua com
m

anded the officers of the people, saying,

T
hen =

 prom
ptly.  N

o conference, com
m

ittees, consents... P
s 199:60,

D
avid; C

f. C
ol 3:23.

11]
P

ass through the host, and com
m

and the people, saying, P
repare you victuals;

for w
ithin three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land,

w
hich the L

O
R

D
 your G

od giveth you to possess it.

W
arning: m

anna ceased upon entering the land (Josh 5:12).
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Jo
sh

u
a 2

R
ahab shelters the “spies”; C

f. H
eb 11:31, Jam

es 2:25.  (N
ote that Jam

es
uses the term

 “m
essengers”—

not spies.  T
hey w

ere tw
o “w

itnesses”
that got R

ahab and her fam
ily saved; C

f. R
ev 11:3ff; Isa 66:19.)

“H
arlot”: T

he O
T

 H
ebrew

 w
ord m

ay originally m
ay have m

eant “inn-
keeper,” how

ever, the N
T

 G
reek w

ord used in H
eb 11:31 and Jam

es 2:25
clearly m

eans a prostitute.

R
ahab is included in genealogy of C

hrist (M
t 1:5).  M

arries S
alm

on, and
begats B

oaz as her son(!). It w
as her son that m

arries R
uth, in the role

of a goel, the kinsm
an-redeem

er, and thus connects B
ethlehem

 to the
lineage of D

avid.

(It w
as probably the fields of B

oaz and R
uth that the angels visit to

declare the birth of the S
on of D

avid to the shepherds...  Y
ou cannot

understand R
evelation 5 unless you understand the B

ook of R
uth.  S

ee
T

he R
om

ance of R
edem

ption, our audio briefing on R
uth.)

[N
ot to be confused w

ith rahab:
 “pride,” “arrogance,” the fem

ale
m

onster of chaos (T
iam

at), closely associated w
ith L

eviathan. T
he

curbing of the forces of chaos (preem
inently the unruly sea) at the

creation is poetically described in term
s of G

od’s sm
iting rahab (Job

26:12, and m
ore generally Job 9:13; 38:8-11). B

ut this im
agery is usually

transferred from
 the creation story to the narrative of the redem

ption of
Israel from

 E
gypt, w

hen G
od again show

ed his m
astery over the sea and

other forces opposed to his w
ill; it is the E

xodus that is indicated by
references to the sm

iting of R
ahab in P

s 89:10; Isa 51:9 (P
s 74:12

, w
here

the sense is the sam
e, although R

ahab is not expressly m
entioned). F

rom
this usage R

ahab com
es to be em

ployed quite generally as a poetic
synonym

 for E
gypt, as in Ps 87:4 (“A

m
ong those w

ho know
 m

e I m
ention

R
ahab and B

abylon”) and Isa 30:7 (“R
ahab w

ho sits still”); and her
dragon-associate becom

es a figure of P
haraoh (E

zek 29:3).

A
 D

ragon is described as any terrible creature, as a venom
ous serpent,

D
eut 32:33; Ps  91:13; a sea serpent, Ps 74:13; 148:7; Isa 27:1; a jackal, Isa

13:22; 34:13; 35:7; 43:20; Jer 9:11; 10:22; 14:6; 49:33; 51:37; M
ic 1:8; M

al
1:3. A

 term
 applied to P

haraoh, Isa 51:9; to S
atan, R

ev 20:2. S
ym

bolical,
E

zek 29:3; 32:2; R
ev 12; 13; 16:13.  (N

ew
 N

ave’s T
opical B

ible, see
bibliography).

W
hen Joshua did not pause to seek the m

ind of G
od, he failed m

iserably
(Josh 7 &

 9); and so w
ill w

e.

18]
W

hosoever he be that doth rebel against thy com
m

andm
ent, and w

ill not hearken
unto thy w

ords in all that thou com
m

andest him
, he shall be put to death: only

be strong and of a good courage.

W
e do not read that they ever rebelled against Joshua’s authority.

W
hen he “m

ustered them
 out” (Joshua 22) he did so w

ith w
ords of

com
m

endation and blessing.

A
 rem

arkable thing about these days of preparation is that nothing w
as

said about Israel’s enem
ies nor the w

eapons that they w
ould need to

fight them
.

T
heir victories (and setbacks) are instructive for us in our battles also!

T
heir m

ost pow
erful w

eapon w
as a sw

ord! (T
he W

ord, C
f. Josh 1:8).

“B
e strong” (4th tim

e in this chapter).  R
em

em
ber E

ph 6:10.

A
 discouraged arm

y is never victorious.

M
o

d
el o

f R
evelatio

n
?

M
ilitary w

arrior, dispossessing the usurpers (Z
ech 14:3; N

um
 21:14;

Josh 5). S
even-year cam

paign; seven (of original 10) nations...

Jericho: T
rum

pet series: silence, then blow
ing (A

rk leads procession?);
Ignores S

abbath (7th day rest?)
L

evites go to w
ar...

T
w

o w
itnesses sent in advance

R
ahab =

? T
ribulation saints?

A
lliance of A

doni-Z
edek (“L

ord of R
ighteousness”), K

ing of Jerusalem
?

G
athers opposition; defeated w

ith hailstones; signs in sun, m
oon...

K
ings hide in caves...

*   *   *



Page 15
Page 14

S
itu

atio
n

al E
th

ics Q
u

estio
n

(Several view
s)

1)
S

he w
as com

m
ended for her faith, not her conduct.  (S

piritual
m

aturity is a gradual process.  E
ven John N

ew
ton, w

ho com
posed

A
m

azing G
race, kept slaves for som

e years after first receiving
C

hrist; etc.)  B
eing saved is the beginning.

S
he w

as saved by faith, not for being free of sin.  H
ow

 about you?

2)
T

he m
ore com

plex problem
 deals w

ith w
ar, undercover assign-

m
ents, etc.  C

an a C
hristian be a spy?  O

r an undercover detective?
A

re there occasions in w
hich deception is essential?

A
fter all, this w

as w
ar. A

braham
 and Isaac resorted to deception

(G
en 12:10-20; 20; 26:6-11), as w

ell as D
avid (1 Sam

 21:2).

L
ying is w

rong (P
rov 12:22; L

ev 19:11; P
s 101:7; Jer 9:3-5).

[D
avid took five loaves of the T

abernacle shew
bread for his m

en (1
S

am
 2) w

hich w
as prohibited for com

m
on use; though it w

as not
law

ful, they w
ere blam

eless (M
t 12:3-6).]

It is interesting that R
ahab is referred to in the N

ew
 T

estam
ent as a harlot,

but never a liar.  H
er lie is never m

entioned; it is “blotted out.”  H
er sin

w
as not overlooked; it w

as forgiven.

6]
B

ut she had brought them
 up to the roof of the house, and hid them

 w
ith the

stalks of flax, w
hich she had laid in order upon the roof.

F
lax w

as on the roof to dry.  S
he w

as industrious (C
f. P

rov 31:13).

7]
A

nd the m
en pursued after them

 the w
ay to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon

as they w
hich pursued after them

 w
ere gone out, they shut the gate.

8]
A

nd before they w
ere laid dow

n, she cam
e up unto them

 upon the roof;
9]

A
nd she said unto the m

en, I know
 that the L

O
R

D
 hath given you the land, and

that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint
because of you.

“I know
...”: R

ahab had faith before their visit. T
he terror am

ong Israel’s
enem

ies w
as prom

ised (G
en 35:5; E

x 15:15,16; 23:27; D
eut 2:25; 11:25;

28:10).

1]
A

nd Joshua the son of N
un sent out of S

hittim
 tw

o m
en to spy secretly, saying,

G
o view

 the land, even Jericho. A
nd they w

ent, and cam
e into an harlot’s house,

nam
ed R

ahab, and lodged there.

S
hittim

: as far as M
oses got (N

um
 25:1). M

ore at 3:1...

S
pies? S

couts? O
r M

essengers or w
itnesses! W

hy 2?  T
he num

ber of
w

itness (D
eut 17:6; 19:15).

B
oth H

eb 11:31 and Jam
es 2:25 highlight that she received the m

essen-
gers; just as our L

ord com
m

ends those on H
is right hand for receiving

“the least of these,” H
is brethren (M

t 25:34-40).

Jericho =
 B

et Y
erah, “H

ouse of the M
oon G

od”:  5 m
iles w

est of Jordan;
7 m

iles north of D
ead S

ea.  C
apital of the A

m
orites; probably the

dom
inant city of C

anaan.  (Islam
 w

orships the M
oon god, see T

he Sw
ord

of A
llah for further inform

ation.)

2]
A

nd it w
as told the king of Jericho, saying, B

ehold, there cam
e m

en in hither
to night of the children of Israel to search out the country.

H
e apparently had counterespionage resources that w

ere on their toes!
T

hey also knew
 w

here they had gone: to R
ahab’s “house.”

[S
om

e view
 the king of Jericho as a type of the devil him

self, “the prince
of this w

orld.”]

3]
A

nd the king of Jericho sent unto R
ahab, saying, B

ring forth the m
en that are

com
e to thee, w

hich are entered into thine house: for they be com
e to search out

all the country.

T
he fact that Jericho is just north of the ruins of S

odom
 and G

om
orrah

m
akes it likely that the king knew

 of the judgm
ent of their w

ickedness.

A
nyone w

ho doesn’t believe in S
atan should try opposing him

 for a
w

hile...

4]
A

nd the w
om

an took the tw
o m

en, and hid them
, and said thus, T

here cam
e m

en
unto m

e, but I w
ist not w

hence they w
ere:

5]
A

nd it cam
e to pass about the tim

e of shutting of the gate, w
hen it w

as dark,
that the m

en w
ent out: w

hither the m
en w

ent I w
ot not: pursue after them

quickly; for ye shall overtake them
.
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S
he believed in the G

od of Israel, w
ho w

ould give the land to H
is people.

N
ot a god of one nation or one land, but the G

od of heaven and earth...
an aw

esom
e G

od!  S
he knew

; she feared; she received.

R
ahab w

as under condem
nation and destined to die: she w

as a citizen
of C

anaan (D
eut 7:1-3).  She w

as a G
entile, outside the covenant m

ercies
(E

ph 2:11-13).  If ever a sinner experienced the grace and m
ercies of G

od
(as in E

ph 1:1-10), it w
as R

ahab.

A
lthough surrounded by a culture in opposition to G

od, she m
ade her

choice.  Just as you and I m
ust.

12]
N

ow
 therefore, I pray you, sw

ear unto m
e by the L

O
R

D
, since I have shew

ed
you kindness, that ye w

ill also shew
 kindness unto m

y father’s house, and give
m

e a true token:

S
he looks after her fam

ily (1 T
im

 5:8)!

13]
A

nd that ye w
ill save alive m

y father, and m
y m

other, and m
y brethren, and m

y
sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from

 death.

N
ote that she is single.  S

he w
ill later m

arry S
alm

on, a prince of Judah
(R

uth 4:18-22; 1 C
hr 2:11-12).  Salm

on’s father w
as N

ahshon, a prince of
the tribe of Judah (N

um
 7:12).  R

ahab w
ill give birth to B

oaz, the kinsm
an-

redeem
er of the B

ook of R
uth, w

ho w
ill link B

ethlehem
 to the house of

D
avid.  It is likely that the shepherd’s fields that the angels visit at the

birth of C
hrist w

ere the fields of R
uth and B

oaz.

T
hus, R

ahab is m
entioned in the fam

ily tree of the M
essiah! (M

t 1:4-6).
A

 harlot in the genealogy of C
hrist?!  Indeed; all in H

is line w
ere sinners

needing a S
avior!  W

e all stand in R
ahab’s place in the sight of the H

oly
G

od!  If w
e are as faithful as she w

as, w
e are destined to becom

e H
is B

ride!
B

oth R
ahab and R

uth, both in the genealogy of C
hrist, are both a type

(and a pledge) of the calling of the G
entiles.  G

od is a G
od of all nations.

14]
A

nd the m
en answ

ered her, O
ur life for yours, if ye utter not this our business.

A
nd it shall be, w

hen the L
O

R
D

 hath given us the land, that w
e w

ill deal kindly
and truly w

ith thee.

N
ote the “w

hen,” not “if”:  T
hat’s faith speaking.

“K
indly and truly”:  Sam

e expression used by E
leazar w

hen pleading w
ith

L
aban and B

ethuel for perm
ission to take R

ebecca for a bride for Isaac
(G

en 24:49).

10]
F

or w
e have heard how

 the L
O

R
D

 dried up the w
ater of the R

ed sea for you,
w

hen ye cam
e out of E

gypt; and w
hat ye did unto the tw

o kings of the A
m

orites,
that w

ere on the other side Jordan, S
ihon and O

g, w
hom

 ye utterly destroyed.

S
ihon and O

g: previously defeated east of the Jordan (N
um

 21:21-35;
D

eut 2:30-37; 3:1-8).  [S
ee note in 3:10]

11]
A

nd as soon as w
e had heard these things, our hearts did m

elt, neither did there
rem

ain any m
ore courage in any m

an, because of you: for the L
O

R
D

 your G
od,

he is G
od in heaven above, and in earth beneath.

A
t K

adesh-B
arnea 40 years earlier, it w

as Israel that feared.  N
ow

, it is
the C

anaanites that w
ere afraid. [T

he P
alestinians should follow

 their
exam

ple...]

T
he conquest of the land w

as prophesied to A
braham

 “w
hen the iniquity

of the A
m

orites is not yet full.” (G
en 15:16).  It w

ould seem
 to be 40 years

overdue!  M
oses had also alluded to the w

ickedness of these nations
(D

eut 9:4-5).

W
hether you are review

ing the w
ickedness before the flood of N

oah
(G

en 6:5, 11-12), or Sodom
 and G

om
orrah (G

en 18:20-33), or the attitude
of our w

orld today, G
od’s judgm

ent is certain and tim
ely  (L

uke 17:26-
30; R

ev 19:11-16).  R
ahab never questioned the justice of that, as som

e
do today.

T
he spies m

ust have been am
azed at her know

ledge of L
ord H

im
self (C

f.
M

t 28:18).

[W
ith no S

abbath, no S
criptures, she appears to have been regenerated

before the spies cam
e to her house (2:9,11).  Scan carefully the list in H

eb
11, and consider w

hat they all had in com
m

on.  W
ith w

hom
 did A

bel,
E

noch, and N
oah have spiritual com

m
union?  W

ho encouraged and
em

boldened E
lijah, D

aniel, N
ehem

iah?  T
hey had to w

alk alone.]

A
braham

 had to leave his fam
ily.  M

oses “refused to be called the son
of P

haroah’s daughter.”  R
uth left her hom

e and her ow
n people.

“W
hosoever w

ill com
e after m

e, let him
 deny him

self...”(M
k 8:34; L

k
14:27).

R
ahab’s faith w

as w
ell placed.  F

aith is only as good as its object.  S
he

believed on one G
od, not the polytheism

 of her culture; she believed in
a personal G

od w
ho could w

ork on behalf of those w
ho trusted in H

im
.
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N
ote, also, “deals” w

ere prohibited (D
eut 7:2).  S

he w
as, indeed, saved

by grace.

21]
A

nd she said, A
ccording unto your w

ords, so be it. A
nd she sent them

 aw
ay,

and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the w
indow

.

1 C
hr 16:15-18; Ps 105:8-11; speak of “the lot of your inheritance” (as the

L
and).  In verse 15, the H

ebrew
 term

 is lb,j,, chebel: a cord, a rope, thus,
a m

easured portion, etc.  T
he cord of R

achel m
ay be, thus, m

ore sym
bolic

than is com
m

only recognized.

[T
he everlastingness of the covenant regarding the land (G

en 15:17-21)
is em

phasized in Jer 31:35-37.  T
his destiny is im

plicated in E
zek 36:19-

27 and Joel 2:28-3:1, as w
ell as m

any other passages.  T
his covenant claim

to the land is at issue throughout the w
orld today (as Z

ech 12:1-3
prophesies).  It w

ill bring on, ultim
ately, a total w

orld w
ar—

A
rm

aged-
don.]

T
his “scarlet line of redem

ption,” in another sense, began w
ith the coats

of skins in G
enesis 3, to A

bel’s offering in G
enesis 4, and continues all

the w
ay to the T

hrone of G
od in R

evelation 5 as “the L
am

b as it had been
slain” receives the scroll w

ith seven seals.  E
ver since the early church,

this scarlet cord has been taken as a sign of the blood of C
hrist, and

paralleling the P
assover lam

b.

N
ote: R

ahab and her fam
ily w

ere saved by their faith in the G
od of Israel

and not by faith in the rope.  F
aith in a token of the covenant is religious

superstition.

22]
A

nd they w
ent, and cam

e unto the m
ountain, and abode there three days, until

the pursuers w
ere returned: and the pursuers sought them

 throughout all the
w

ay, but found them
 not.

23]
S

o the tw
o m

en returned, and descended from
 the m

ountain, and passed over,
and cam

e to Joshua the son of N
un, and told him

 all things that befell them
:

It is interesting that the divine protection afforded them
 did not preclude

the use of available m
eans at every step.  L

et us rem
em

ber that our
“eternal security” includes availing ourselves of the safeguards that
G

od has hedged about us: (continue to) abide in C
hrist!  W

e need to heed
H

is w
arnings and avoid that w

hich w
ould destroy us (1 C

or 9:27; A
cts

27:31).

24]
A

nd they said unto Joshua, T
ruly the L

O
R

D
 hath delivered into our hands all

the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.

15]
T

hen she let them
 dow

n by a cord through the w
indow

: for her house w
as upon

the tow
n w

all, and she dw
elt upon the w

all.

T
he convenient location of her house w

as not an accident: A
cts 17:26.

[For a discussion of predestination vs.  free w
ill, see our briefing package,

T
he Sovereignty of M

an.]

E
scaping by a cord dow

n the w
all also happened to D

avid (1S
am

19:12-17) and Paul (A
cts 9:25; 2 C

or 11:33).

16]
A

nd she said unto them
, G

et you to the m
ountain, lest the pursuers m

eet you;
and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and
afterw

ard m
ay ye go your w

ay.

[W
hy three days?  Is there sym

bolism
 here?]

17]
A

nd the m
en said unto her, W

e w
ill be blam

eless of this thine oath w
hich thou

hast m
ade us sw

ear.
18]

B
ehold, w

hen w
e com

e into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread
[cord] in the w

indow
 w

hich thou didst let us dow
n by: and thou shalt bring thy

father, and thy m
other, and thy brethren, and all thy father’s household, hom

e
unto thee.

C
f. H

ousehold M
arked: E

zek 9:4-6

19]
A

nd it shall be, that w
hosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the

street, his blood shall be upon his head, and w
e w

ill be guiltless: and w
hosoever

shall be w
ith thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be

upon him
.

T
he only safe place in Jericho w

as R
ahab’s house, protected by the

“scarlet cord”  (C
f. P

assover, E
x 12:7, 13, 22-23).

C
f. C

ity of refuge (N
um

 35:26-28). [W
ho is our “city of refuge?”  U

ntil
the high priest dies?  W

hy?  W
ho is our high priest?  H

e died so that w
e

could be free of the bondage of sin.  E
very detail in the S

cripture points
to C

hrist.  “T
he V

olum
e of the book is w

ritten of m
e” (P

salm
 40:7).]

20]
A

nd if thou utter this our business, then w
e w

ill be quit of thine oath w
hich thou

hast m
ade us to sw

ear.

It is rem
arkable that the m

essengers w
ere able to m

ake prom
ises w

ithout
having to refer to Joshua.  T

hey w
ere am

bassadors w
ith full pow

er to act
on behalf of their leader (C

f. John 20:21, 23).
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6]
A

nd Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, T
ake up the ark of the covenant,

and pass over before the people. A
nd they took up the ark of the covenant, and

w
ent before the people.

W
hat next?  A

 step at a tim
e appears to be G

od’s w
ay for those w

ho w
alk

the path of faith. (2 C
or 5:7)

 7]
A

nd the L
O

R
D

 said unto Joshua, T
his day w

ill I begin to m
agnify thee in the

sight of all Israel, that they m
ay know

 that, as I w
as w

ith M
oses, so I w

ill be
w

ith thee.

“B
egin to m

agnify...”  T
his is also the spot w

here Jesus w
as baptized:

at B
eth B

ara, the “H
ouse of P

assage” (John 1:28).

 8]
A

nd thou shalt com
m

and the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying,
W

hen ye are com
e to the brink of the w

ater of Jordan, ye shall stand still in
Jordan.

 9]
A

nd Joshua said unto the children of Israel, C
om

e hither, and hear the w
ords

of the L
O

R
D

 your G
od.

10]
A

nd Joshua said, H
ereby ye shall know

 that the living G
od is am

ong you, and
that he w

ill w
ithout fail drive out from

 before you the C
anaanites, and the

H
ittites, and the H

ivites, and the P
erizzites, and the G

irgashites, and the
A

m
orites, and the Jebusites.

Seven nations: T
hree—

Sihon, O
g (N

um
 21:21-35; D

eut 2:30-37 3:1-8) and
the A

m
alekites (E

x 17:8-16)—
had already been dealt w

ith east of the
Jordan. T

en nations, now
 reduced to seven, also appears to be the

pattern in R
evelation (C

f. D
an 7:8, 24; R

ev 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7).

11]
B

ehold, the ark of the covenant of the L
ord of all the earth passeth over before

you into Jordan.

“T
he ark of the covenant of the L

ord of all the earth”: never spoken of
that w

ay before.  N
o tribal deity this; even R

ahab had acknow
ledged that

“H
e is G

od in heaven above and in the earth beneath” (2:11).

12]
N

ow
 therefore take you tw

elve m
en out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe

a m
an.

[See 4:2.]

13]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear

the ark of the L
O

R
D

, the L
ord of all the earth, shall rest in the w

aters of Jordan,
that the w

aters of Jordan shall be cut off from
 the w

aters that com
e dow

n from
above; and they shall stand upon an heap.

T
his is exactly w

hat Joshua and C
aleb had reported 38 years earlier!

P
rophesied in the S

ong of M
oses, E

x 15:14-16; C
f. R

ev 6:16-17.

T
hey w

eren’t ready to deal w
ith Jericho yet.  T

hey had som
e “unfinished

business” to take care of first.*   *   *

Jo
sh

u
a 3

T
h

e C
ro

ssin
g

R
ead:  N

um
 13:28-33; 14:1-4; 1 C

or 5, 10; H
eb 3:8-17.  Provision: D

eut 29:5.

 1]
A

nd Joshua rose early in the m
orning; and they rem

oved from
 S

hittim
, and cam

e
to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed
over.

“E
arly in the m

orning...”  Joshua’s heart w
as in his w

ork.  (A
lso 6:12; 7:16;

8:20.)  (S
o, too, Jesus: M

ark 1:35; L
uke 4:42, et al.)

Shittim
 w

as as far as M
oses got (N

um
 25:1).  [T

he A
rk w

as m
ade of shittim

w
ood (E

x 27; m
entioned 21X

 in C
hapters 3 &

 4).  S
ee also, our briefing

package, T
he M

ystery of the L
ost A

rk.]

 2]
A

nd it cam
e to pass after three days, that the officers w

ent through the host;
 3]

A
nd they com

m
anded the people, saying, W

hen ye see the ark of the covenant
of the L

O
R

D
 your G

od, and the priests the L
evites bearing it, then ye shall

rem
ove from

 your place, and go after it.
 4]

Y
et there shall be a space betw

een you and it, about tw
o thousand cubits by

m
easure: com

e not near unto it, that ye m
ay know

 the w
ay by w

hich ye m
ust

go: for ye have not passed this w
ay heretofore.

T
hey w

ere to follow
 (“go after”) and yet keep their distance: over ½

 m
ile.

C
hrist w

as, in a figure, going ahead—
alone.

 5]
A

nd Joshua said unto the people, S
anctify yourselves: for to m

orrow
 the L

O
R

D
w

ill do w
onders am

ong you.

Sanctification essential: “B
e ye holy; for I am

 holy” (1 Pet 1:16; L
ev 19:2;

20:7).
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12 m
en, and 12 stones, w

ere to be a m
em

orial of their deliverance. T
hese

stones w
ere the 1st of 2 groups of 12 each.  (T

he 2nd by Joshua, v.9).

P
revious to being transferred, they lay in the place of death, buried

beneath the w
aters of the Jordan.  T

he ark, a type of C
hrist, they w

ere
lifted out of the riverbed and set up at G

ilgal, the place of deliverance.

[C
f., the pearl of M

t 13:46. L
ifted out; thus, our resurrection in C

hrist.]

 4]
T

hen Joshua called the tw
elve m

en, w
hom

 he had prepared of the children of
Israel, out of every tribe a m

an:
 5]

A
nd Joshua said unto them

, P
ass over before the ark of the L

O
R

D
 your G

od
into the m

idst of Jordan, and take ye up every m
an of you a stone upon his

shoulder, according unto the num
ber of the tribes of the children of Israel:

 6]
T

hat this m
ay be a sign am

ong you, that w
hen your children ask their fathers

in tim
e to com

e, saying, W
hat m

ean ye by these stones?
 7]

T
hen ye shall answ

er them
, T

hat the w
aters of Jordan w

ere cut off before the
ark of the covenant of the L

O
R

D
; w

hen it passed over Jordan, the w
aters of

Jordan w
ere cut off: and these stones shall be for a m

em
orial unto the children

of Israel for ever.

B
y m

eans of these stones set up at G
ilgal, the com

ing generations w
ere

to know
 w

hat “the presence of the G
od of Jacob” (P

salm
 114:7) had

accom
plished.  [A

lso, a com
parison w

ith the deliverance (baptism
) at the

R
ed S

ea for their parents is m
ade in v.23.]

T
hey w

ere not to allow
 their intim

ate involvem
ent in all of this to lessen

their reverence for H
im

 and H
is things.  R

ather they w
ere to fear H

im
forever.  (S

o also, w
e ourselves, as w

e observe H
im

 w
ork in our lives and

m
inistry...)

 8]
A

nd the children of Israel did so as Joshua com
m

anded, and took up tw
elve

stones out of the m
idst of Jordan, as the L

O
R

D
 spake unto Joshua, according

to the num
ber of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them

 over w
ith

them
 unto the place w

here they lodged, and laid them
 dow

n there.

T
h

e S
eco

n
d

 S
et o

f S
to

n
es

 9]
A

nd Joshua set up tw
elve stones in the m

idst of Jordan, in the place w
here the

feet of the priests w
hich bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there

unto this day.

T
hese are a second group of 12 stones, also representative.  T

hey w
ere

set in the sam
e place: “w

here the feet of the priests...stood.”  Joshua

14]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen the people rem
oved from

 their tents, to pass over
Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;

15]
A

nd as they that bare the ark w
ere com

e unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests
that bare the ark w

ere dipped in the brim
 of the w

ater, (for Jordan overflow
eth

all his banks all the tim
e of harvest,)

T
his w

as springtim
e, the snow

s of M
t. H

erm
on w

ere m
elting and the

Jordan w
as at the point of overflow

ing on its trek to the D
ead S

ea.

16]
T

hat the w
aters w

hich cam
e dow

n from
 above stood and rose up upon an heap

very far from
 the city A

dam
, that is beside Z

aretan: and those that cam
e dow

n
tow

ard the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and w
ere cut off: and the

people passed over right against Jericho.

W
hat caused this?  E

arthquake upstream
? E

tc.  T
he living G

od w
as

present here, and the ark of the covenant w
as the visible sym

bol of H
is

presence.

T
he reference to A

dam
 (the city) is interesting: by one m

an sin and death
had entered this w

orld” (R
om

 5:12); by the L
ast A

dam
 (1 C

or 15:45) w
e

w
ere delivered.

17]
A

nd the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the L
O

R
D

 stood firm
 on

dry ground in the m
idst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry

ground, until all the people w
ere passed clean over Jordan.

*   *   *

Jo
sh

u
a 4

W
h

at M
ean

 T
h

ese S
to

n
es?

(T
he O

T
 is G

od’s P
icture B

ook: 1 C
or 10:11)

T
h

e F
irst S

et o
f S

to
n

es

 1]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen all the people w
ere clean passed over Jordan, that

the L
O

R
D

 spake unto Joshua, saying,
 2]

T
ake you tw

elve m
en out of the people, out of every tribe a m

an,
 3]

A
nd com

m
and ye them

, saying, T
ake you hence out of the m

idst of Jordan, out
of the place w

here the priests’ feet stood firm
, tw

elve stones, and ye shall carry
them

 over w
ith you, and leave them

 in the lodging place, w
here ye shall lodge

this night.
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T
he 10th of N

isan: the 40th anniversary of the preparation of the
Passover (E

x 12:3).

20]
A

nd those tw
elve stones, w

hich they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in
G

ilgal.
21]

A
nd he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, W

hen your children shall ask
their fathers in tim

e to com
e, saying, W

hat m
ean these stones?

22]
T

hen ye shall let your children know
, saying, Israel cam

e over this Jordan on
dry land.

23]
F

or the L
O

R
D

 your G
od dried up the w

aters of Jordan from
 before you, until

ye w
ere passed over, as the L

O
R

D
 your G

od did to the R
ed sea, w

hich he dried
up from

 before us, until w
e w

ere gone over:
24]

T
hat all the people of the earth m

ight know
 the hand of the L

O
R

D
, that it is

m
ighty: that ye m

ight fear the L
O

R
D

 your G
od for ever.

N
ext w

e w
ill encounter the crossing of the Jordan—

at B
eth B

ara, “T
he

H
ouse of P

assage”, w
here John later w

ould also baptize... (John 1:28;
Judg 7:24, et al.)

T
h

e P
arab

le o
f T

w
o

 S
eas

T
here are tw

o seas: both fed by the sam
e river, filled w

ith the sam
e source.

O
ne brings forth green fields, fruit bearing trees, and is surrounded by

verdant beauty. T
he other is desert, surrounded by death.  N

othing can
grow

 in or near it.

O
ne is the S

ea of G
alilee.  T

he other is the D
ead S

ea.  B
oth are fed by the

Jordan R
iver.

O
ne passes its w

ater on, and is synonym
ous w

ith life itself.  T
he other

receives, but does not pass its w
ater on further.  It is contained in itself.

It is synonym
ous w

ith death.

John the B
aptist baptized Jesus in the Jordan at B

eth B
ara—

the H
ouse

of P
assage w

hen H
e began H

is m
inistry.

Jesus prom
ised us “living w

ater,” and that our bellies w
ould becom

e
torrents of living w

ater to others—
overflow

ing (Jn 4:10,11; 7:38).  A
nd

a source to others around us.

S
om

e of us receive, but don’t becom
e a source to others.  A

re w
e like the

Sea of G
alilee—

surrounded by fruit bearing—
or are w

e like the D
ead Sea,

only receiving and not passing on to others?

alone handled these stones.  T
hese w

ould appear to represent those w
ho

are dead to sin, buried w
ith C

hrist in baptism
 unto death (R

om
 6:4).  T

hese
tw

o groups of stones illustrate of our having died w
ith C

hrist (C
ol 2:20)

and having been raised w
ith H

im
 (3:1). Stones, being com

pletely passive,
illustrate that all is done for the believer and not by him

.  T
he 12 stones

w
ere taken up out of the Jordan, set up in G

ilgal, m
ay thus be view

ed as
“living stones” (1 P

et 2:5).

T
w

o sets of stones for a m
em

orial; tw
o sacram

ents in the N
T

: B
aptism

and C
om

m
union (K

oinonia), the L
ord’s S

upper.

[O
ther 12 stone allusions: E

lijah’s altar, (1 K
ings 18:31-32); breastplate

of the high priest (E
x 28:29).]

10]
F

or the priests w
hich bare the ark stood in the m

idst of Jordan, until every thing
w

as finished that the L
O

R
D

 com
m

anded Joshua to speak unto the people,
according to all that M

oses com
m

anded Joshua: and the people hasted and
passed over.

11]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen all the people w
ere clean passed over, that the ark

of the L
O

R
D

 passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people.
12]

A
nd the children of R

euben, and the children of G
ad, and half the tribe of

M
anasseh, passed over arm

ed before the children of Israel, as M
oses spake unto

them
:

13]
A

bout forty thousand prepared for w
ar passed over before the L

O
R

D
 unto

battle, to the plains of Jericho.

A
 display of unity.  U

nless w
e are prepared to stand shoulder to shoulder

w
ith our brethren in C

hrist against our com
m

on foe, there w
ill be no

practical results.

14]
O

n that day the L
O

R
D

 m
agnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared

him
, as they feared M

oses, all the days of his life.
15]

A
nd the L

O
R

D
 spake unto Joshua, saying,

16]
C

om
m

and the priests that bear the ark of the testim
ony, that they com

e up out
of Jordan.

17]
Joshua therefore com

m
anded the priests, saying, C

om
e ye up out of Jordan.

18]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the
L

O
R

D
 w

ere com
e up out of the m

idst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests’
feet w

ere lifted up unto the dry land, that the w
aters of Jordan returned unto

their place, and flow
ed over all his banks, as they did before.

[H
ow

 m
any w

ere lost?]

19]
A

nd the people cam
e up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first m

onth, and
encam

ped in G
ilgal, in the east border of Jericho.
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say of E
paphroditus that he risked his life (P

hil 2:30); etc.  C
hristian

w
arriors are spoken of as risking their lives.

4]
A

nd this is the cause w
hy Joshua did circum

cise: A
ll the people that cam

e out
of E

gypt, that w
ere m

ales, even all the m
en of w

ar, died in the w
ilderness by

the w
ay, after they cam

e out of E
gypt.

C
om

pare w
ith “N

ot m
y people”? H

os 1:9, 10; 2:23, then yet future of
diaspora about to end.  L

ack of faith at K
adesh-B

arnea considered a
B

reach of prom
ise (N

um
 14:32-34).

5]
N

ow
 all the people that cam

e out w
ere circum

cised: but all the people that w
ere

born in the w
ilderness by the w

ay as they cam
e forth out of E

gypt, them
 they

had not circum
cised.

E
ven M

oses apparently goofed: he didn’t follow
 directions (C

f. E
x 4:24-

26). [H
is sins also appear to be “blotted out.”]

 6]
F

or the children of Israel w
alked forty years in the w

ilderness, till all the people
that w

ere m
en of w

ar, w
hich cam

e out of E
gypt, w

ere consum
ed, because they

obeyed not the voice of the L
O

R
D

: unto w
hom

 the L
O

R
D

 sw
are that he w

ould
not shew

 them
 the land, w

hich the L
O

R
D

 sw
are unto their fathers that he w

ould
give us, a land that flow

eth w
ith m

ilk and honey.
 7]

A
nd their children, w

hom
 he raised up in their stead, them

 Joshua circum
cised:

for they w
ere uncircum

cised, because they had not circum
cised them

 by the
w

ay.

[A
m

azing!  R
em

em
ber, even after 40 years, they w

ere not circum
cised;

had not observed P
assover...!]

 8]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen they had done circum
cising all the people, that they

abode in their places in the cam
p, till they w

ere w
hole.

 9]
A

nd the L
O

R
D

 said unto Joshua, T
his day have I rolled aw

ay the reproach of
E

gypt from
 off you. W

herefore the nam
e of the place is called G

ilgal unto this
day.

(“G
ilgal” m

eans rolling aw
ay.)

W
h

at Is th
e “R

ep
ro

ach
 o

f E
g

yp
t”?

1)
C

om
m

on V
iew

: S
om

e view
 this as referring to “the reproach w

hich
proceeds from

 E
gypt;” the reproach w

ith w
hich the E

gyptians w
ould

have reproached the Israelites if the L
ord had failed to bring them

 into
the land according to H

is prom
ise.  T

his w
ould seem

 to be supported by
M

oses’ intercessions (E
x 32:12; N

um
 14:13-16; D

eut 9:28; 32:26-27).

Jo
sh

u
a 5

F
ear o

f Israel’s E
n

em
ies

1]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen all the kings of the A
m

orites, w
hich w

ere on the side
of Jordan w

estw
ard, and all the kings of the C

anaanites, w
hich w

ere by the sea,
heard that the L

O
R

D
 had dried up the w

aters of Jordan from
 before the children

of Israel, until w
e w

ere passed over, that their heart m
elted, neither w

as there
spirit in them

 any m
ore, because of the children of Israel.

It w
ould appear (to hum

an w
isdom

) that now
 w

as the tim
e to strike: fear

had gripped the enem
y.  B

ut in spiritual w
arfare—

and that’s w
hat w

e are
dealing w

ith, alw
ays—

proper preparation is essential.

N
ew

 G
en

eratio
n

 C
ircu

m
cised

2]
A

t that tim
e the L

O
R

D
 said unto Joshua, M

ake thee sharp knives, and
circum

cise again the children of Israel the second tim
e.

C
ircum

cision w
as the sign of the covenant betw

een Y
H

W
H

 and H
is

people (G
en 17:9-14).

G
od’s sign to N

oah (G
en 9) w

as in the sky.  W
hy?  It w

as a covenant not
only w

ith N
oah but w

ith all of nature.  A
braham

 received circum
cision

as a personal seal of the righteousness of the faith he had (R
om

 4:11).
[It could be nullified by disobedience, R

om
 2:25.]

W
e, too, are “circum

cised w
ith the circum

cision m
ade w

ithout hands”
in C

hrist (C
ol 2:11-12).  T

he fact that this is linked w
ith burial and

resurrection is precisely w
hat has been em

phasized in the tw
o sets of

stones in Joshua 4.

[”S
econd tim

e”? C
f. Isa 11:11.]

3]
A

nd Joshua m
ade him

 sharp knives, and circum
cised the children of Israel at the

hill of the foreskins.

T
his m

ight seem
 surprising for a m

ilitary com
m

ander: they w
ere in enem

y
territory and, thus, especially vulnerable (C

f. G
en 34!). B

ut G
od w

as in
charge.

A
 leader is often called upon to take risks.  B

arabas and P
aul “hazarded

their lives for the nam
e of our L

ord Jesus C
hrist” (A

cts 15:26); Paul w
ould
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Saul, the first king, crow
ned here (1 Sam

 11); D
avid w

as w
elcom

ed back
after A

bsalom
’s rebellion w

as subdued (2 S
am

 19); S
am

uel included it
on his circuit (1 S

am
 7:16); included a “school of the prophets” in days

of E
lijah and E

lisha (2 K
gs 2:1-2; 4:38).  It w

as a dw
elling place of prophets

in northern Israel, about four m
iles (7 km

) from
 S

hiloh and B
ethel.

It becam
e a shrine w

here false w
orship w

as involved.  H
osea condem

ned
the people for w

orshipping at G
ilgal instead of Jerusalem

 (H
os 4:15; 9:15;

12:11).  A
m

os echoed his w
arnings (A

m
os 4:4; 5:5).

10]
A

nd the children of Israel encam
ped in G

ilgal, and kept the passover on the
fourteenth day of the m

onth at even in the plains of Jericho.

T
his is “preparing a table before them

 in the presence of their enem
ies!”

(P
s 23:5) C

elebrating P
assover right near their enem

ies.  T
hey had not

kept the passover for 38 years!  T
his is the second celebration of

Passover (1st at Sinai, N
um

 9:5).  It w
ill be at H

is Second C
om

ing that the
final redem

ption w
ill be com

pleted.

[F
or an exploration of the prophetic as w

ell as the com
m

em
orative

aspects of the various feasts of M
oses, see our briefing package, T

he
F

easts of Israel.]

11]
A

nd they did eat of the old corn of the land on the m
orrow

 after the passover,
unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsam

e day.
12]

A
nd the m

anna ceased on the m
orrow

 after they had eaten of the old corn of the
land; neither had the children of Israel m

anna any m
ore; but they did eat of the

fruit of the land of C
anaan that year.

Its cessation w
as as m

iraculous as its initiation.
[S

ounds like dispensationalism
...]

C
f. John 6:33, 49, 50, 58...  12:24.

P
assover rem

inded them
 of their redem

ption from
 E

gypt; m
anna prob-

ably rem
inded them

 of their desire to go back to E
gypt (E

x 16:3).

[“M
anna bread; m

anna burgers; (m
anna helper?); m

anna pancakes;
m

anna-coti; m
anna-chevitz...”]

G
od fed H

is people the bread of heaven, the food of angels (Ps 78:23-25),
yet they still lusted for the food of E

gypt (N
um

 11:4-9).   It took only a
few

 days to get Israel out of E
gypt, but it took 38 years to get E

gypt out
of Israel!

H
ow

ever, if that is w
hat “the reproach of E

gypt” m
eans, it w

ould have
required only their successful entry into C

anaan to roll it aw
ay.  H

ere it
is achieved “this day” of circum

cision.

2)
T

he B
adge of F

reedom
.  C

ircum
cision w

as prohibited to the H
ebrew

s
w

hile they w
ere slaves in E

gypt; it w
as the distinctive m

ark of the ruling
class.  (E

zek 32:19; Jer 9:25-26)  E
ven so, it did not have the sam

e
significance for the E

gyptian: for the Israelite it w
as a token of his

relationship to G
od.  L

acking it, no Israelite could eat the P
assover (E

x
12:43-48).  T

hat w
ould be to his reproach.

O
ur application is highlighted in E

phesians 2:11-19.

D
elivered from

 the bondage of E
gypt, for 38 years the people of G

od w
ere

slow
 to avail them

selves of their G
od-given rights and privileges. [H

ow
about us?] For a circum

cised Israelite to live like an E
gyptian w

ould have
been a denial of the very thing his circum

cision signified.  E
ven in the

O
T

, it w
as also a m

atter of the heart (D
eut 10:16; 30:6).

[A
braham

 did not have to be circum
cised in order to be saved.  T

here m
ay

have been as m
uch as 25 years betw

een A
braham

’s first belief in G
od and

his circum
cision.  In all of those years, A

braham
 w

as not separated from
G

od.  So us (R
om

 4:10-11).]

In like m
anner, our C

hristian “circum
cision” distinguishes us and

separates us from
 the w

orld (R
om

 2:29).  B
y it w

e are com
m

itted to
lovingly obey H

im
 w

ho has set us free from
 the tyranny of sin and S

atan
(E

ph 4:17-20).

[R
em

em
ber the controversy that led to the confrontation of A

cts 15.  T
he

Judaizers w
ere adding hum

an w
orks to G

od’s grace (E
ph 2:8-9; G

al 5:1).
B

elievers had the true circum
cision (Phil 3:1-3).  “Spiritual surgery” had

given them
 a new

 heart (2 C
or 5:17; E

ph 4:24; C
ol 3:10; C

f E
zek 11:19;

36:26).]

T
his perception w

as em
bodied in the nam

ing of the place.  G
ilgal =

 “a
w

heel, rolling.”

[Isn’t it too bad that w
e rarely com

m
unicate the real significance of

C
hristm

as, cf.  “E
aster”?]

It becam
e Joshua’s center of operations (9:6; 10:6, 15, 43; 14:6).
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H
oly ground w

ithin heathen territory: no such thing as “secular” and
“sacred”; “com

m
on” and “consecrated” w

hen you are in H
is service! (1

C
or 10:31).

T
he L

ord had prom
ised to be w

ith Joshua just as H
e had been w

ith M
oses

(Josh 1:5).  T
o A

braham
 the pilgrim

, the L
ord cam

e as a traveler to share
in a friendly m

eal (G
en 18:1-8); to Jacob the schem

er, H
e cam

e as a w
restler

to bring him
 to the place of subm

ission (G
en 32:24-32); to the three

H
ebrew

 young m
en, he joined them

 in the fiery furnace (D
an 3:25);  O

ur
L

ord alw
ays com

es to us w
hen w

e need H
im

 and in the w
ay w

e need H
im

.

[C
f. Z

ec 14:3: “T
hen shall the L

ord go forth, and fight against those
nations, as w

hen he fought in the day of battle.”  W
hen w

as this? (H
ere!)

A
lso, N

um
 21:14.]

W
e are engaged in a w

arfare.  T
he key lesson of C

hapter 5: w
e m

ust be
spiritually prepared if w

e are to be successful for H
is nam

e.  H
um

ble
w

orship (E
ph 3:14); holy w

alk (E
ph 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15); and then heavenly

w
arfare (E

ph 6:10ff).  L
ike Joshua, w

e have already been given our
inheritance (E

ph 1 -2), yet w
e m

ust overcom
e the enem

y in order to claim
it for ourselves and enjoy it.*   *   *

Jo
sh

u
a 6

T
h

e C
o

n
q

u
est o

f Jerich
o

N
o conflict, no crow

n.  Y
ou are a poor soldier of C

hrist if you suppose
that you can overcom

e w
ithout fighting.  T

he initiative is the C
hurch’s:

“T
he gates of hell shall not prevail against it!” (M

t 16:18).  It w
as G

od
that declared w

ar against S
atan (G

en 3:15).

1]
N

ow
 Jericho w

as straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none w
ent

out, and none cam
e in.

F
ear.  U

nderstandable.  A
 reversal of 38 years earlier w

hen Israel w
as

gripped w
ith fear.

2]
A

nd the L
ord said unto Joshua, S

ee, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and
the king thereof, [and] the m

ighty m
en of valour.

Jesus gave H
is life for us; H

e gives H
is life to us (1 C

or 5:7-8).

 “If ye then be risen w
ith C

hrist, seek those things w
hich are above,

w
here C

hrist sitteth on the right hand of G
od.  S

et your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth” (C

ol 3:1,2).

T
h

e R
eal C

o
m

m
an

d
er

13]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen Joshua w
as by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and

looked, and, behold, there stood a m
an over against him

 w
ith his sw

ord draw
n

in his hand: and Joshua w
ent unto him

, and said unto him
, A

rt thou for us, or
for our adversaries?

T
he phrase “lifted up his eyes,” every tim

e used is a prelude to a m
ajor

m
ilestone.   L

ike a brave sentry, Joshua issues the challenge.

14]
A

nd he said, N
ay; but as captain of the host of the L

O
R

D
 am

 I now
 com

e. A
nd

Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did w
orship, and said unto him

, W
hat

saith m
y lord unto his servant?

A
ngels not to be w

orshiped!  John does tw
ice in R

evelation and angel
does not allow

 it.

[N
ote the appellation: “L

ord.”]

H
e is the “captain of our salvation” (H

eb 2:10).

15]
A

nd the captain of the L
O

R
D

’S
 host said unto Joshua, L

oose thy shoe from
off thy foot; for the place w

hereon thou standest is holy. A
nd Joshua did so.

T
his “angel”:

perm
its (com

m
ands) w

orship (C
f. R

ev 19:10; 22:8,9); uses the sam
e

language given to M
oses (&

 Joshua) 40 years earlier (E
x 3:5).

M
ethodology: F

or exam
ple, note role of shoes:

C
alling (no shoes in tabernacle)

D
ivine P

rovision in w
ilderness, D

eut 29:5
B

oaz’ m
arriage license

S
ym

bol of sham
e: D

eut 25:9,10;
M

arriage license:  R
uth 4:7,8

S
ym

bol of S
tature: John the B

aptist (M
t 3:11; M

k 1:7; L
k 3:16).
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G
od has H

is “due order” (2 S
am

 6:6,7; 1 C
hr 15:13).

[T
hey don’t shout until the 7th trum

pet on the 7th day (C
f. v.10).]

W
all shall fall “F

lat”=
 underneath it.

6]
A

nd Joshua the son of N
un called the priests, and said unto them

, T
ake up the

ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trum
pets of ram

s’ horns
before the ark of the L

ord.

A
rk sym

bolizes the presence of the L
ord.  (M

odels R
evelation.)

7]
A

nd he said unto the people, P
ass on, and com

pass the city, and let him
 that

is arm
ed pass on before the ark of the L

ord.

O
ver 2 m

illion people w
ere in the nation; over 600,000 able to bear arm

s
(N

um
 26).  M

ost scholars speculate that not all participated.

8]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven
priests bearing the seven trum

pets of ram
s’ horns passed on before the L

ord,
and blew

 w
ith the trum

pets: and the ark of the covenant of the L
ord follow

ed
them

.
9]

A
nd the arm

ed m
en w

ent before the priests that blew
 w

ith the trum
pets, and

the rerew
ard cam

e after the ark, the priests going on, and blow
ing w

ith the
trum

pets.

L
evites exem

pt from
 m

ilitary duty, yet used here!

10]
A

nd Joshua had com
m

anded the people, saying, Y
e shall not shout, nor m

ake
any noise w

ith your voice, neither shall any w
ord proceed out of your m

outh,
until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.

K
eep silence? [Im

agine the taunts and jeers from
 the city w

alls...]

C
f. R

ev 8:1.  Is there a parallel?

11]
S

o the ark of the L
ord com

passed the city, going about it once: and they cam
e

into the cam
p, and lodged in the cam

p.
12]

A
nd Joshua rose early in the m

orning, and the priests took up the ark of the L
ord.

13]
A

nd seven priests bearing seven trum
pets of ram

s’ horns before the ark of the
L

ord w
ent on continually, and blew

 w
ith the trum

pets: and the arm
ed m

en w
ent

before them
; but the rerew

ard cam
e after the ark of the L

ord, the priests going
on, and blow

ing w
ith the trum

pets.
14]

A
nd the second day they com

passed the city once, and returned into the cam
p:

so they did six days.

“H
ave given”: the victory w

as already theirs. T
hat w

as because Joshua
w

as second in com
m

and.

W
e do not fight for victory; w

e fight from
 victory.  Jesus has already

defeated every spiritual enem
y (John 12:31); not only in the w

ilderness
(M

att 4:11), but also during H
is earthly m

inistry (12:22-29), on the cross
(C

ol 2:13-15), and in H
is resurrection and ascension (E

ph 1:19-23).  R
om

8:31!.

3]
A

nd ye shall com
pass the city, all ye m

en of w
ar, [and] go round about the city

once. T
hus shalt thou do six days.

T
here are three w

ays to G
od’s w

ork:

1)
M

ake the best plans w
e can, and carry them

 out to the best of our
ability;

2)
H

aving carefully laid our plans and determ
ined to carry them

through, w
e m

ay ask G
od to help us and to prosper us in connection

w
ith them

; or
3)

B
egin w

ith G
od; ask H

im
 H

is plans, and to offer ourselves to H
im

to carry out H
is purposes. (D

r. and  M
rs. H

ow
ard T

aylor, B
iogra-

phy of Jam
es H

udson T
aylor, p. 271)

4]
A

nd seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trum
pets of ram

s’ horns: and
the seventh day ye shall com

pass the city seven tim
es, and the priests shall blow

w
ith the trum

pets.

S
even: priests, trum

pet, day, tim
es... T

he seventh day (v.15): Isn’t this
a violation of the S

abbath?  W
hat’s going on here? [O

r is the L
ord of the

S
abbath w

ith them
? (M

t 12:8; M
k 2:28; L

k 6:5).]

T
rum

pet: rp;/v, the shofar: to proclaim
 liberty throughout the land (L

ev
25:9-10).  14X

 in Joshua 6.  (T
rum

pet of Jubilee:  S
ee Jubilee notes in

A
ppendix at end of this chapter.)

5]
A

nd it shall com
e to pass, that w

hen they m
ake a long blast w

ith the ram
’s horn,

and w
hen ye hear the sound of the trum

pet, all the people shall shout w
ith a

great shout; and the w
all of the city shall fall dow

n flat, and the people shall
ascend up every m

an straight before him
.

C
an you im

agine Joshua’s S
taff M

eeting w
ith his generals?  T

he
foolishness of G

od (1 C
or 1:25-29); M

y w
ays are not your w

ays (Isa
55:8,9).
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T
his w

as the com
m

andm
ent of G

od.  H
e m

ade a distinction betw
een the

cities in C
anaan (w

here Israel w
ould dw

ell) and those afar off (D
eut 20).

T
he people in the land had plenty of opportunity (over 400 years! G

en
15:16)—

as R
ahab had (Josh 2:8-13; C

f. 2 P
et 3:9).

G
od is perpetually at w

ar w
ith sin.  B

ecause the Jew
s didn’t fully obey

this com
m

andm
ent in later years, it led to national defilem

ent and divine
chastening (Ps 106:34-48).  T

he B
ook of Judges w

ould not be in the B
ible

if Israel had rem
ained faithful (Judg 2:11-13).

22]
B

ut Joshua had said unto the tw
o m

en that had spied out the country, G
o into

the harlot’s house, and bring out thence the w
om

an, and all that she hath, as ye
sw

are unto her.

T
he very ones w

ho had risked their lives reap the rew
ard of their labor.

(C
f. A

cts 15:25,26).

23]
A

nd the young m
en that w

ere spies w
ent in, and brought out R

ahab, and her
father, and her m

other, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought
out all her kindred, and left them

 w
ithout the cam

p of Israel.

R
ahab w

as rem
oved, just as L

ot out of S
odom

 (G
en 19) w

as the
prerequisite to destroying the city; Israelites at P

assover in E
gypt.

“O
utside the cam

p”: (initially; as N
um

 5:1-4; 12:14; D
eut 23:9-14).

24]
A

nd they burnt the city w
ith fire, and all that w

as therein: only the silver, and
the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the
house of the L

ord.

O
ur G

od is a consum
ing fire (D

eut 4:24; H
eb 12:29).   F

ire speaks of
judgm

ent.  Jericho is a picture of the judgm
ent of G

od (M
t 13:42; 25:41,46;

R
ev 19:20; 20:10,14).    [Just like our lives: gold, silver, precious stones

vs. W
ood, hay, stubble: 1 C

or 3:11-15.]

T
he firstfruits w

ere the L
ord’s.  (S

ubsequent battles w
ere fair gam

e.)

25]
A

nd Joshua saved R
ahab the harlot alive, and her father’s household, and all that

she had; and she dw
elleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the

m
essengers, w

hich Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.
26]

A
nd Joshua adjured them

 at that tim
e, saying, C

ursed be the m
an before the L

ord,
that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof
in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.

15]
A

nd it cam
e to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the daw

ning
of the day, and com

passed the city after the sam
e m

anner seven tim
es: only on

that day they com
passed the city seven tim

es.

W
hat about the S

abbath?

16]
A

nd it cam
e to pass at the seventh tim

e, w
hen the priests blew

 w
ith the

trum
pets, Joshua said unto the people, S

hout; for the L
ord hath given you the

city.

[C
f. T

he 7th trum
pet judgm

ent in R
ev 10:7]

17]
A

nd the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the L
ord: only

R
ahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are w

ith her in the house, because
she hid the m

essengers that w
e sent.

T
he m

ost dangerous place in Jericho w
as on the w

alls!  Y
et the safest

place—
the exception, by faith—

w
as R

ahab’s house!

[N
ote the term

: “m
essengers” not “spies.”]

“T
he L

ord know
eth them

 that are H
is” (2 T

im
 2:19).  “H

e that receiveth
you receiveth m

e, and he that receiveth m
e receiveth him

 that sent m
e”

(M
t 10:40).

18]
A

nd ye, in any w
ise keep yourselves from

 the accursed thing, lest ye m
ake

yourselves accursed, w
hen ye take of the accursed thing, and m

ake the cam
p

of Israel a curse, and trouble it.

N
ot to take spoil.  N

ext chapter, A
chan w

ill prove to be an unfortunate
counter-exam

ple in the next engagem
ent at A

i.

19]
B

ut all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto
the L

ord: they shall com
e into the treasury of the L

ord.

T
hese are to be the tithe, or firstfruits (C

f. G
en 14:20). In battle of the nine

K
ings, A

braham
 takes m

atters into his ow
n hands, he had 318 trained

m
ilitary m

en in his household.  A
braham

 tithes to M
elchizedec.

20]
S

o the people shouted w
hen the priests blew

 w
ith the trum

pets: and it cam
e

to pass, w
hen the people heard the sound of the trum

pet, and the people shouted
w

ith a great shout, that the w
all fell dow

n flat, so that the people w
ent up into

the city, every m
an straight before him

, and they took the city.
21]

A
nd they utterly destroyed all that w

as in the city, both m
an and w

om
an, young

and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, w
ith the edge of the sw

ord.
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all debts w
ere forgiven;

all slaves w
ent free;

land returned to its original ow
ners (L

ev 25, 27; N
um

 36:4).

It w
as the “tim

e of the restitution of all things”—
a phrase P

eter
associated w

ith the S
econd C

om
ing (A

cts 3:21).

U
nfortunately, there is little evidence that this w

as observed.  It appears
to have been abandoned after the exile in B

abylon.

T
he Jubilee Y

ear strangely begins on Y
om

 K
ippur, not R

osh H
ashanna.

M
any believe that the Jubilee w

ill prove prophetically significant.

[E
.W

. B
ullinger reckons the N

ativity (2 B.C.?) as at the 29th Jubilee.  T
hat

w
ould m

ake the 70th Jubilee 41 Jubilees years later, (2009 - 2, or 2007)?]

S
cripture prohibits date setting for the R

apture of the C
hurch.  W

hile
other events w

ill be precisely  predicted to the day.

*  *  *

Jo
sh

u
a 7

D
efeat in

 th
e L

an
d

 o
f V

icto
ry

V
ictory is often follow

ed by sham
eful defeat. (W

hen w
e are often the

m
ost vulnerable!)

1]
B

ut the children of Israel com
m

itted a trespass in the accursed thing: for A
chan,

the son of C
arm

i, the son of Z
abdi, the son of Z

erah, of the tribe of Judah, took
of the accursed thing: and the anger of the L

ord w
as kindled against the children

of Israel.

“B
ut”: an adversative connective.  A

 w
arning signal for the discerning

reader.

“accursed thing”: !r<j<, cherem
,

1) a thing devoted, thing dedicated, ban, devotion;
2) a net, thing perforated;
3) have been utterly destroyed, (appointed to) utter destruction
    Josh 6:18.  C

f. D
eut 7:26; 13:17.

In the days of w
icked K

ing A
hab, H

iel the B
ethelite rebuilt Jericho—

and
it cost him

 the lives of both his eldest and youngest sons (1 K
gs 16:34).

L
iteral prophecies in the B

ible (exam
ple of Z

edekiah).

T
he “oldest city in the w

orld” is still uninhabited.  T
he present city called

Jericho is near, but not on, the ancient ruins.  It is rem
arkable that it is,

today, one of the M
uslim

 (P
L

O
) strongholds again—

B
et Y

erah, the C
ity

of the M
oon G

od.

[F
or m

ore background on Islam
 and A

llah as the m
oon god, see our

briefing package, T
he Sw

ord of A
llah.]

27]
S

o the L
ord w

as w
ith Joshua; and his fam

e w
as noised throughout all the

country.

[I can im
agine! ...even to this day.  A

nd yet another Y
eshua is about to

dispossess the P
lanet E

arth of its usurpers, by sending ahead tw
o

w
itnesses, and clim

axing w
ith 7 trum

pet judgm
ents...]

“W
e are com

m
itted to the pulling dow

n of strongholds” (2 C
or 10:4).

T
oday w

e see the Jericho of sin.  T
he Jericho of m

aterialism
.  T

he Jericho
of paganism

.  T
he Jericho of indifference.  W

hich Jericho are you facing?

2 C
hr 7:14:  L

eviticus 25 describes sabbath for the land. T
he reason for

the B
abylonian captivity is due to the fact that they ignored G

od’s
com

m
and.

*  *  *

A
p

p
en

d
ix:

T
h

e Ju
b

ilee Y
ear

T
he shofar is associated w

ith the Jubilee.

In addition to the sabbath for m
an (based on a w

eek of days), there w
as

a sabbath for the land, a w
eek of years: after six years, the land w

as to
enjoy a sabbath rest for a year (L

ev 25).

A
fter seven sabbaths of the land (49 years), the follow

ing year w
as the

Jubilee Y
ear:
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36 =
 6

2 (6=
 the num

ber of m
an, squared, failure!)

W
e often fail after a great victory.  W

e usually fail spiritually in our
“longest” suit—

or strongest strength!  C
f. P

eter’s profession (M
t 16:13-

17) w
ith his subsequent failure (M

t 16:21-23).  A
nd w

ho w
ould be the

least likely to deny our L
ord—

the boldest of them
 all!  (A

venue of Pride.)

S
hebarim

: “breaches.”

“M
elted” vs. C

anannites in 5:1.

6]
A

nd Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark
of the L

ord until the eventide, he and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their
heads.

[H
ave you ever had your plans dashed to pieces?]

H
ow

 could there be defeat?  D
idn’t they have G

od’s prom
ises? ...the ark?

...the leader? ...w
eren’t they circum

cised? ...established com
m

em
orative

stones? ...celebrated P
assover?  E

t al.

D
eut 11:22, 23, et al.

D
ust as expression of rem

orse, etc.: 1 S
am

 4:12; Job 2:12, et al.

T
he tim

e to hum
ble oneself is before the battle, not after.

7]
A

nd Joshua said, A
las, O

 L
ord G

od, w
herefore hast thou at all brought this

people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the A
m

orites, to destroy us?
w

ould to G
od w

e had been content, and dw
elt on the other side Jordan!

W
ho’s to blam

e?

U
nbelief is alw

ays content to settle for som
ething less than G

od’s best.
T

hat’s w
hy the E

pistle to the H
ebrew

s in the B
ible: an urging for us to

enter into the fulness of our inheritance in C
hrist (H

eb 6:1).

8]
O

 L
ord, w

hat shall I say, w
hen Israel turneth their backs before their enem

ies!

Joshua has learned a key lesson from
 M

oses, all for G
od’s glory.

9]
F

or the C
anaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear [of it], and shall

environ us round, and cut off our nam
e from

 the earth: and w
hat w

ilt thou do
unto thy great nam

e?

W
hy the genealogy (both here and in v.16-18)? Z

erah offspring of
Judah’s w

horedom
 w

ith T
am

ar, his daughter-in-law
 (G

en 38:15-30).
[W

as this part of S
atan’s m

any plots to thw
art the prophecies of G

en
49:8-12?  C

f. O
ur notes on R

ev 12, et al.]

2]
A

nd Joshua sent m
en from

 Jericho to A
i, w

hich [is] beside B
ethaven, on the east

side of B
ethel, and spake unto them

, saying, G
o up and view

 the country. A
nd

the m
en w

ent up and view
ed A

i.

A
i: 15 m

iles from
 Jericho; about 1,700 ft above sea level.

B
eth-aven: “house of vanity.”

3]
A

nd they returned to Joshua, and said unto him
, L

et not all the people go up;
but let about tw

o or three thousand m
en go up and sm

ite A
i; [and] m

ake not all
the people to labour thither; for they [are but] few

.

[S
taff officers m

aking line decisions...]

F
ear m

akes the enem
y appear greater than he really is.  P

ride m
akes him

appear less than he is.   [A
i has 12,000 total population, 8:25.]

C
f. P

eter’s “counsel” in M
atthew

 16:22, 23.

A
lso, Joshua had express instructions: “H

e shall stand before E
leazer

the priest, w
ho shall ask counsel for him

 after the judgm
ent of U

rim
 before

the L
ord: at H

is w
ord shall they go out and at his w

ord shall they com
e

in” (N
um

 27:18-21).

N
o w

ritten record that Joshua follow
ed this com

m
and in respect to A

i.

4]
S

o there w
ent up thither of the people about three thousand m

en: and they fled
before the m

en of A
i.

W
hoops.

5]
A

nd the m
en of A

i sm
ote of them

 about thirty and six m
en: for they chased them

[from
] before the gate [even] unto S

hebarim
, and sm

ote them
 in the going dow

n:
w

herefore the hearts of the people m
elted, and becam

e as w
ater.

T
he only previous defeat w

as w
ith the A

m
alekites in N

um
 14:41-45. T

heir
losses w

ere not w
hat D

eut 32:30 led them
 to expect!  T

hey could have
defeated the w

hole city if the nation had been pleasing to the L
ord (Josh

8:25; C
f. Isa 59:2).
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15]
A

nd it shall be, [that] he that is taken w
ith the accursed thing shall be burnt w

ith
fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the L

ord,
and because he hath w

rought folly in Israel.
16]

S
o Joshua rose up early in the m

orning, and brought Israel by their tribes; and
the tribe of Judah w

as taken:

T
he royal tribe. [D

isgraced in G
en 38; how

ever, C
aleb also of Judah (N

um
13:6); led cam

p in order of m
arch (N

um
 10:14); largest portion of C

anaan
(D

eut 34:2).]

17]
A

nd he brought the fam
ily of Judah; and he took the fam

ily of the Z
arhites: and

he brought the fam
ily of the Z

arhites m
an by m

an; and Z
abdi w

as taken:
18]

A
nd he brought his household m

an by m
an; and A

chan, the son of C
arm

i, the
son of Z

abdi, the son of Z
erah, of the tribe of Judah, w

as taken.

“T
he lot is cast into the lap; but the w

hole disposing thereof is of the
L

ord” (Prov. 16:33).

U
rim

 and T
hum

m
im

 m
eans lights or perfections (D

eut 33:8, 10, possibly
used, yet not stated w

hich m
easure used to “take” tribe.)

 Jer 16:7;  P
s 10:6-13—

probably reflect A
chan’s thoughts.

19]
A

nd Joshua said unto A
chan, M

y son, give, I pray thee, glory to the L
ord G

od
of Israel, and m

ake confession unto him
; and tell m

e now
 w

hat thou hast done;
hide [it] not from

 m
e.

20]
A

nd A
chan answ

ered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the L
ord

G
od of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:

“I have sinned.”  H
e joined the ranks of seven other m

en, som
e m

ore than
once, som

e w
ithout sincerity:

Pharaoh (E
x 9:27; 10:16)

B
alaam

 (N
um

 22:34)
K

ing Saul (1 Sam
 15:24, 30; 26:21)

D
avid (2 Sam

 12:13; 24:10, 17)
Shim

ei (2 Sam
 19:20)

Judas (M
t 27:4)

Prodigal son (L
k 15:18, 21)

21]
W

hen I saw
 am

ong the spoils a goodly B
abylonish garm

ent, and tw
o hundred

shekels of silver, and a w
edge of gold of fifty shekels w

eight, then I coveted them
,

and took them
; and, behold, they [are] hid in the earth in the m

idst of m
y tent,

and the silver under it.

T
heir defeat had robbed G

od of glory.  F
or this they had to repent.

Joshua’s concern if for the N
am

e of Y
H

W
H

.  H
e learned this lesson from

M
oses (E

x 32:11-13; N
um

 14:13-16).

10]
A

nd the L
ord said unto Joshua, G

et thee up; w
herefore liest thou thus upon thy

face?
11]

Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed m
y covenant w

hich I
com

m
anded them

: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also
stolen, and dissem

bled also, and they have put [it] even am
ong their ow

n stuff.

W
ho hath sinned? [C

orporate responsibility!] If Joshua had gone to the
L

ord before the battle, this w
ould have been revealed to him

.

O
ne m

an’s sin can dam
age m

any.  A
braham

’s disobedience in E
gypt

alm
ost cost him

 his w
ife (G

en 12:10-20); D
avid’s disobedience in an

unauthorized census led to the death of 70,000 (2 S
am

 24); Jonah alm
ost

sank a ship (Jonah 1); et al.

A
lso, a little leaven leaveneth a w

hole lum
p (1 C

or 5:6).

O
ur “private” sins affect the one B

ody of C
hrist (1 C

or 12:12ff.) [T
here

is no private sin.  G
od is om

niscient.]

12]
T

herefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enem
ies, [but] turned

[their] backs before their enem
ies, because they w

ere accursed: neither w
ill I be

w
ith you any m

ore, except ye destroy the accursed from
 am

ong you.

T
o suffer defeat w

as bad.  T
o be deprived of H

is presence w
as w

orse.
[T

he “second death” is the separation of our soul from
 G

od.]

13]
U

p, sanctify the people, and say, S
anctify yourselves against to m

orrow
: for

thus saith the L
ord G

od of Israel, [T
here is] an accursed thing in the m

idst of
thee, O

 Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enem
ies, until ye take aw

ay the
accursed thing from

 am
ong you.

H
eb 13:12.

14]
In the m

orning therefore ye shall be brought according to your tribes: and it shall
be, [that] the tribe w

hich the L
ord taketh shall com

e according to the fam
ilies

[thereof]; and the fam
ily w

hich the L
ord shall take shall com

e by households;
and the household w

hich the L
ord shall take shall com

e m
an by m

an.

Jer 17:9, 10; E
cc 12:14.
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Punishm
ent by stoning:  C

f. Joshua 10.  A
lso, R

ev 16:21 (these w
ill m

ake
an im

pression!).

26]
A

nd they raised over him
 a great heap of stones unto this day. S

o the L
ord turned

from
 the fierceness of his anger. W

herefore the nam
e of that place w

as called,
T

he valley of A
chor, unto this day.

C
f. Isa 65:10; H

os 2:14-15: V
alley of H

ope, a sym
bol of prom

ise; vs. T
he

T
im

e of Jacob’s A
chor (“T

rouble”), Jer 30:7.

L
esso

n
s

“W
hat did you learn from

 that experience?”  H
enry F

ord: “A
 m

istake is
an opportunity to begin again, m

ore intelligently.”

F
ailure at A

i due to:

1)
S

elf-confidence.  T
he supposition that Israel conquered

Jericho. (Israel had not, G
od had!)

2)
N

eglect of prayer.  Joshua did not go back to G
ilgal (for guidance

w
ith A

i).
3)

D
isobedience.  C

orporate responsibility:

W
herefore, as by one m

an sin entered into the w
orld, and death by sin;

and so death passed upon all m
en, for that all have sinned (R

om
 5:12).

G
od teaches H

is people lessons in holiness and hum
ility through defeat

and discipline.  In the next chapter w
e w

ill see that H
e is able to give H

is
people victory in the very place of defeat.

*   *   *

Jo
sh

u
a 8

T
u

rn
in

g
 D

efeat in
to

 V
icto

ry

1]
A

nd the L
ord said unto Joshua, F

ear not, neither be thou dism
ayed: take all the

people of w
ar w

ith thee, and arise, go up to A
i: see, I have given into thy hand

the king of A
i, and his people, and his city, and his land:

“F
ear not.”   T

hat’s great new
s!  T

here is a rem
edy for sin.  It’s called an

altar.  G
od provided for our sin—

even before A
dam

...

“S
poils”:  N

o—
they w

ere to be firstfruits.  W
e try to “reclassify”:

adultery becom
es an “affair”;  perversion becom

es a “lifestyle”;  theft
becom

e an “entitlem
ent” (Isa 5:20).

[B
abylonish garm

ent: “M
antle of S

hinar”: C
hic.  A

lso, occultic signifi-
cance m

ay also be im
plied.  B

abylon isn’t politically significant at this
tim

e, but it w
as the origin of all false w

orship.]

“I saw
... I coveted... I took...”  S

am
e order as E

ve in G
en 3:6.  E

ye seem
s

to be the portal to w
hich S

atan m
akes his attack, w

hile G
od uses the ear.

“F
aith com

es by hearing” (R
om

. 10:17).

C
oveting is idolatry (C

ol 3:5). H
e w

as robbing G
od.  D

o w
e? (M

al 3:8-10!).

22]
S

o Joshua sent m
essengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, [it w

as] hid
in his tent, and the silver under it.

A
ll sins w

ill be found out.

23]
A

nd they took them
 out of the m

idst of the tent, and brought them
 unto Joshua,

and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them
 out before the L

ord.
24]

A
nd Joshua, and all Israel w

ith him
, took A

chan the son of Z
erah, and the silver,

and the garm
ent, and the w

edge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his
oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they
brought them

 unto the valley of A
chor.

25]
A

nd Joshua said, W
hy hast thou troubled us? the L

ord shall trouble thee this
day. A

nd all Israel stoned him
 w

ith stones, and burned them
 w

ith fire, after they
had stoned them

 w
ith stones.

P
lay on w

ords: A
chor =

 “trouble”; A
chan =

 “troubler.” (N
am

ed V
alley

of A
chor for w

hat has happened.)

G
od is serious about H

is instructions.

It seem
s that in each new

 period of B
ible history, G

od reveals H
is w

rath
against sin in som

e dram
atic w

ay:

•
A

fter the T
abernacle had been set up, w

e have N
adab and A

bihu
(L

ev 10:1, 2);
•

W
hen D

avid m
oved the ark to its place of honor, G

od killed U
zzah

(2 Sam
 6:1-11);

•
Just after the birth of the C

hurch, w
e see A

nanias and S
aphira (A

cts
5).]
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9]
Joshua therefore sent them

 forth: and they w
ent to lie in am

bush, and abode
betw

een B
ethel and A

i, on the w
est side of A

i: but Joshua lodged that night
am

ong the people.

S
am

e location as A
bram

’s altar: before and after E
gypt.

Joshua lodged w
ith his arm

y. [C
f. D

avid rem
ained in Jerusalem

 w
hen he

encountered B
athsheba...]

10]
A

nd Joshua rose up early in the m
orning, and num

bered the people, and w
ent

up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to A
i.

11]
A

nd all the people, [even the people] of w
ar that [w

ere] w
ith him

, w
ent up, and

drew
 nigh, and cam

e before the city, and pitched on the north side of A
i: now

[there w
as] a valley betw

een them
 and A

i.
12]

A
nd he took about five thousand m

en, and set them
 to lie in am

bush betw
een

B
ethel and A

i, on the w
est side of the city.

13]
A

nd w
hen they had set the people, [even] all the host that [w

as] on the north
of the city, and their liers in w

ait on the w
est of the city, Joshua w

ent that night
into the m

idst of the valley.
14]

A
nd it cam

e to pass, w
hen the king of A

i saw
 [it], that they hasted and rose up

early, and the m
en of the city w

ent out against Israel to battle, he and all his
people, at a tim

e appointed, before the plain; but he w
ist not that [there w

ere]
liers in am

bush against him
 behind the city.

T
hose that are in the m

ost danger, are least aw
are of it.

15]
A

nd Joshua and all Israel m
ade as if they w

ere beaten before them
, and fled by

the w
ay of the w

ilderness.
16]

A
nd all the people that [w

ere] in A
i w

ere called together to pursue after them
:

and they pursued after Joshua, and w
ere draw

n aw
ay from

 the city.
17]

A
nd there w

as not a m
an left in A

i or B
ethel, that w

ent not out after Israel: and
they left the city open, and pursued after Israel.

18]
A

nd the L
ord said unto Joshua, S

tretch out the spear that [is] in thy hand tow
ard

A
i; for I w

ill give it into thine hand. A
nd Joshua stretched out the spear that [he

had] in his hand tow
ard the city.

T
he spear is an offensive w

eapon.

C
f. R

ephidim
, w

here A
aron and H

ur hold up M
oses’ hands (E

x 17:12-13).
Joshua’s training ground!

19]
A

nd the am
bush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he had

stretched out his hand: and they entered into the city, and took it, and hasted
and set the city on fire.

20]
A

nd w
hen the m

en of A
i looked behind them

, they saw
, and, behold, the sm

oke
of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no pow

er to flee this w
ay or

“...be not dism
ayed”:  G

od never discourages H
is people from

 m
aking

progress.  T
he w

orst m
istake of all is not to try again.

“T
ake all the people:” there are lessons to be learned.

“H
ave given...”  It’s a done deal (R

om
 4:17). Just as H

e has done to Satan.

2]
A

nd thou shalt do to A
i and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king:

only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto
yourselves: lay thee an am

bush for the city behind it.

G
od alw

ays gives H
is best to those w

ho leave the choice w
ith H

im
.

3]
S

o Joshua arose, and all the people of w
ar, to go up against A

i: and Joshua chose
out thirty thousand m

ighty m
en of valour, and sent them

 aw
ay by night.

T
hey m

arched 15 m
iles from

 G
ilgal to A

i.

4]
A

nd he com
m

anded them
, saying, B

ehold, ye shall lie in w
ait against the city,

[even] behind the city: go not very far from
 the city, but be ye all ready:

S
pecial force to seal off, behind A

i, the path to B
ethel, about 2 m

iles to
the w

est.  T
his w

ould also prevent a surprise attack from
 B

ethel.

5]
A

nd I, and all the people that [are] w
ith m

e, w
ill approach unto the city: and

it shall com
e to pass, w

hen they com
e out against us, as at the first, that w

e w
ill

flee before them
,

T
he m

ain force w
ill proceed up the valley to challenge A

i and feign
retreat.

6]
(F

or they w
ill com

e out after us) till w
e have draw

n them
 from

 the city; for they
w

ill say, T
hey flee before us, as at the first: therefore w

e w
ill flee before them

.

[T
his w

ill exploit A
i’s overconfidence.  T

he m
en of A

i w
ill think this is

still C
hapter 7; they don’t know

 that this is C
hapter 8!]

7]
T

hen ye shall rise up from
 the am

bush, and seize upon the city: for the L
ord

your G
od w

ill deliver it into your hand.

T
he “seal” team

 w
ill take the city, and seal off the am

bush.

8]
A

nd it shall be, w
hen ye have taken the city, [that] ye shall set the city on fire:

according to the com
m

andm
ent of the L

ord shall ye do. S
ee, I have com

m
anded

you.
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In the valley: N
orth  M

t. E
bal (3,077 ft above sea level); South M

t. G
erizim

(2,895 ft a.s.l.)  T
hey form

 an am
pitheatre: 5oo yards apart at the bottom

;
1 ½

 m
iles at the top.  B

oth m
ean barren.

A
ltar is at the site of the curses, not the blessings... (altar is m

ade to deal
w

ith the curse.)

31]
A

s M
oses the servant of the L

ord com
m

anded the children of Israel, as it is
w

ritten in the book of the law
 of M

oses, an altar of w
hole stones, over w

hich
no m

an hath lift up [any] iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings unto
the L

ord, and sacrificed peace offerings.

P
redicted by M

oses (D
eut 27-30).

3X
: unhew

n stones (E
x 20:35; D

eut 27:5; Josh 8:31).  G
od’s w

orkm
anship

not to be polluted by m
an’s additions.  A

lso, a denial of hum
anism

!

P
eace offerings: shared (L

ev 7:15); com
m

union; (koinonia).  K
now

l-
edge dem

ands action. (D
eut 11:26-28)

32]
A

nd he w
rote there upon the stones a copy of the law

 of M
oses, w

hich he w
rote

in the presence of the children of Israel.

C
f. D

eut 17:18; Josh 24:26.  F
ourth public m

onum
ent:

G
ilgal [crossing] (4:20)

V
alley of A

chor [judgm
ent of sin] (7:26)

E
ntrance to A

i [victory upon repentance] (8:29)

33]
A

nd all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side
the ark and on that side before the priests the L

evites, w
hich bare the ark of the

covenant of the L
ord, as w

ell the [sojourner] as he that w
as born am

ong them
;

half of them
 over against m

ount G
erizim

, and half of them
 over against m

ount
E

bal; as M
oses the servant of the L

ord had com
m

anded before, that they should
bless the people of Israel.

T
w

o groups:

Sim
eon, L

evi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph and B
enjam

in on M
t. G

erizim
, the

M
ount of B

lessing.   [T
hese had R

achel or L
eah as their m

other.]

R
euben, G

ad, A
sher, Z

ebulun, D
an, N

aphtali on M
t. E

bal, the M
ount of

C
ursings, M

t E
bal. [T

hese had handm
aids, Z

ilhah or B
ilhah as their

m
other; except for R

euben and Z
ebulun.  R

euben had forfeited his status
as firstborn by sinning against his father (G

en 35:22; 49:3-4).]

that w
ay: and the people that fled to the w

ilderness turned back upon the
pursuers.

21]
A

nd w
hen Joshua and all Israel saw

 that the am
bush had taken the city, and that

the sm
oke of the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew

 the m
en of A

i.
22]

A
nd the other issued out of the city against them

; so they w
ere in the m

idst of
Israel, som

e on this side, and som
e on that side: and they sm

ote them
, so that

they let none of them
 rem

ain or escape.
23]

A
nd the king of A

i they took alive, and brought him
 to Joshua.

24]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen Israel had m
ade an end of slaying all the inhabitants

of A
i in the field, in the w

ilderness w
herein they chased them

, and w
hen they

w
ere all fallen on the edge of the sw

ord, until they w
ere consum

ed, that all the
Israelites returned unto A

i, and sm
ote it w

ith the edge of the sw
ord.

25]
A

nd [so] it w
as, [that] all that fell that day, both of m

en and w
om

en, [w
ere]

tw
elve thousand, [even] all the m

en of A
i.

26]
F

or Joshua drew
 not his hand back, w

herew
ith he stretched out the spear, until

he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of A
i.

27]
O

nly the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey unto them
selves,

according unto the w
ord of the L

ord w
hich he com

m
anded Joshua.

S
ince the m

en actually had to fight, they had earned their rew
ard.  (T

he
law

s concerning spoils: N
um

 31:9-54).

T
oo bad A

chan hadn’t w
aited...

28]
A

nd Joshua burnt A
i, and m

ade it an heap for ever, [even] a desolation unto this
day.

29]
A

nd the king of A
i he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun w

as
dow

n, Joshua com
m

anded that they should take his carcase dow
n from

 the tree,
and cast it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap
of stones, [that rem

aineth] unto this day.

C
ursed is anything that hangs on a tree.  (D

eut 21:22-23; G
al 3:13.)

30]
T

hen Joshua built an altar unto the L
ord G

od of Israel in m
ount E

bal,

S
h

ech
em

•
W

here 600 years earlier A
braham

 had built his 1st altar;
•

W
here Jacob, w

hile fleeing from
 L

aban, carried the teraphim
, his

father-in-law
’s stolen gods;

•
W

here Joseph sought his brothers before going on to D
othan

•
W

here he w
as sold into slavery; (and w

here he is buried);
•

W
here Jacob dug a w

ell; and w
here Jesus m

et the Sam
aritan w

om
an

(John 4).
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Jo
sh

u
a 9

H
o

n
o

r A
m

id
st D

ecep
tio

n

T
he defenders take an initiative.

P
relude to the battle of C

hapter 10.

M
istakes:

a dentist’s is pulled out;
a law

yer’s is im
prisoned;

a teacher’s is failed;
a printer’s is corrected;
a pharm

acist’s is buried;
a postm

an’s is forw
arded;

an electrician’s can be shocking.

O
nly those w

ho do nothing m
ake no m

istakes.
H

ow
ever, in Joshua’s case, doing nothing w

as his m
istake.

B
ackground: D

estroy utterly; m
ake no covenant (D

eut 7:1-11; 20:10-20;
E

x 23:32).

1]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen all the kings w
hich [w

ere] on this side Jordan, in the
hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea over against L

ebanon,
the H

ittite, and the A
m

orite, the C
anaanite, the P

erizzite, the H
ivite, and the

Jebusite, heard [thereof];

“A
nd”: connects to the previous. W

hy only six?  G
irgasites m

issing in
this list.  (D

on’t know
... S

ym
bolic?)

2]
T

hat they gathered them
selves together, to fight w

ith Joshua and w
ith Israel,

w
ith one accord.

A
n

 A
llian

ce Is F
o

rm
ed

P
salm

 2; (83).  (N
ations of the w

orld taking up arm
s against G

od!)

3]
A

nd w
hen the inhabitants of G

ibeon heard w
hat Joshua had done unto Jericho

and to A
i,

A
nalogous to R

ahab.  (S
he had heard and took action to separate herself

from
 her people.)

[C
f. D

eut 28:64ff]

[For a com
plete study of the T

w
elve T

ribes do review
 the second volum

e
in this set of Joshua, T

he T
w

elve T
ribes of Israel.]

T
he law

 is not read until there w
as an altar (first m

ention in Joshua).  T
here

m
ust be a rem

edy present for your failure to keep the law
!  N

otice that
the altar is at M

t. E
bal, not G

erizim
.

T
his is all at S

hechem
—

G
enesis country.  T

his w
ill later becom

e the
capital of the S

am
aritans (C

f. John 4).  T
he w

ell w
as betw

een M
t. E

bal
and M

t. G
erizim

.  M
t. E

bal, the curses of the law
; M

t. G
erizim

, the
hum

anism
 of w

orks.  H
e rather pointed to neither—

but to H
im

self.

A
rk not m

entioned in Joshua now
 that the law

 has been ratified.

Sojourner (L
ev 19:34).

34]
A

nd afterw
ard he read all the w

ords of the law
, the blessings and cursings,

according to all that is w
ritten in the book of the law

.

[It is interesting that som
e groups w

ho are draw
n to put them

selves
“under the law

” rarely include the cursings w
ith the blessings...] W

e are
not under the L

aw
, see G

alatians.

35]
T

here w
as not a w

ord of all that M
oses com

m
anded, w

hich Joshua read not
before all the congregation of Israel, w

ith the w
om

en, and the little ones, and the
strangers that w

ere conversant am
ong them

.

H
ave you read G

od’s W
ord to your fam

ily?

*   *   *
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11]
W

herefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying,
T

ake victuals w
ith you for the journey, and go to m

eet them
, and say unto them

,
W

e [are] your servants: therefore now
 m

ake ye a league w
ith us.

12]
T

his our bread w
e took hot [for] our provision out of our houses on the day w

e
cam

e forth to go unto you; but now
, behold, it is dry, and it is m

ouldy:
13]

A
nd these bottles of w

ine, w
hich w

e filled, [w
ere] new

; and, behold, they be
rent: and these our garm

ents and our shoes are becom
e old by reason of the very

long journey.

A
 story, but w

ithout credentials.  N
otice that they w

ere clever enough
not to m

ention Jericho or A
i, w

hich w
ere local and m

ight have spoiled
their ruse.

[W
hen w

e hear som
e supposedly learned m

an talk about the fossil
rem

ains of prehistoric creatures, confidently affirm
ing them

 to be m
il-

lions of years old, I w
onder if w

e m
ight no com

pare such tales w
ith the

m
oldy bread of the G

ibeonites?]

14]
A

nd the m
en took of their victuals, and asked not [counsel] at the m

outh of the
L

ord.

B
ig m

istake.  W
e m

ake it all the tim
e, too (Jam

es 1:5).

H
e that believeth shall not m

ake haste: Isa 28:16. (P
ut that on your

bathroom
 m

irror!)  T
hey relied on the “scientific m

ethod” and exam
ined

the “facts.”  V
ery logical and convincing, but it w

as all w
rong (P

rov 3:5,
6).

M
oses had w

arned them
 (E

x 34:12).

15]
A

nd Joshua m
ade peace w

ith them
, and m

ade a league w
ith them

, to let them
live: and the princes of the congregation sw

are unto them
.

Y
ou have to give them

 credit for escaped w
ith their lives.  (C

f. L
uke 16:8)

B
etter to know

 your strength before the battle: L
uke 14:31-32.

Joshua and the princes had sw
orn in the nam

e of the L
ord (v.18); it could

not be broken.  T
hey had sw

orn to their ow
n hurt (P

s 15:4; E
cc 5:1-7).

O
aths are binding (L

ev 19:12; N
um

 30).  R
eal issue is the sanctity of G

od’s
nam

e.

16]
A

nd it cam
e to pass at the end of three days after they had m

ade a league w
ith

them
, that they heard that they [w

ere] their neighbours, and [that] they dw
elt

am
ong them

.

T
his w

as an independent m
ove on their part to save their lives, and that

w
ould later throw

 their allies into confusion.

4]
T

hey did w
ork w

ilily, and w
ent and m

ade as if they had been am
bassadors, and

took old sacks upon their asses, and w
ine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up;

G
ibeon w

as only 25 m
iles from

 G
ilgal.

T
hese w

ere H
ivites (v.7) (w

hich m
eans “serpent”) :

“T
he w

iles of the devil” (E
ph 6:11)

D
isguise and deception are his w

eapons (2 C
or 11:3).

W
e need to be aw

are of “his devices.” (2 C
or 2:11)

S
atan is the “father of lies” (John 8:44).

R
etribution: C

enturies earlier, the sons of Jacob had treacherously
deceived S

hechem
 and his father (H

ivites) and slew
 them

 and spoiled
their city (G

en 34) as S
hechem

 had raped D
inah, Jacob’s daughter.

5]
A

nd old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garm
ents upon them

; and
all the bread of their provision w

as dry [and] m
ouldy.

6]
A

nd they w
ent to Joshua unto the cam

p at G
ilgal, and said unto him

, and to the
m

en of Israel, W
e be com

e from
 a far country: now

 therefore m
ake ye a league

w
ith us.

O
nly by convincing the Israelites that they w

ere from
 a far country—

just
passing through—

could they expect to m
ake a deal.

7]
A

nd the m
en of Israel said unto the H

ivites, P
eradventure ye dw

ell am
ong us;

and how
 shall w

e m
ake a league w

ith you?

H
ivites: (“serpent”) [John G

ill, renow
ned H

ebraist; quoted in P
ink, p.

246]; a descendant of C
anaan (G

en 10:15, 17); object of a curse (G
en 9:25).

T
hey w

ere, apparently, suspicious.

8]
A

nd they said unto Joshua, W
e [are] thy servants. A

nd Joshua said unto them
,

W
ho [are] ye? and from

 w
hence com

e ye?
9]

A
nd they said unto him

, F
rom

 a very far country thy servants are com
e because

of the nam
e of the L

ord thy G
od: for w

e have heard the fam
e of him

, and all that
he did in E

gypt,

T
hey seem

 to be aw
are of the D

eut 20:10ff. (v.15)

10]
A

nd all that he did to the tw
o kings of the A

m
orites, that [w

ere] beyond Jordan,
to S

ihon king of H
eshbon, and to O

g king of B
ashan, w

hich [w
as] at A

shtaroth.
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24]
A

nd they answ
ered Joshua, and said, B

ecause it w
as certainly told thy servants,

how
 that the L

ord thy G
od com

m
anded his servant M

oses to give you all the
land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from

 before you, therefore
w

e w
ere sore afraid of our lives because of you, and have done this thing.

25]
A

nd now
, behold, w

e [are] in thine hand: as it seem
eth good and right unto thee

to do unto us, do.
26]

A
nd so did he unto them

, and delivered them
 out of the hand of the children of

Israel, that they slew
 them

 not.
27]

A
nd Joshua m

ade them
 that day hew

ers of w
ood and draw

ers of w
ater for the

congregation, and for the altar of the L
ord, even unto this day, in the place w

hich
he should choose.

D
eut 20:10, 11.  G

od w
as pleased w

ith this result: H
e gives them

 a dram
atic

victory on their behalf in C
hapter 10.  A

lso, Saul’s violation of this league
is avenged (2 S

am
 21).  N

otice how
 D

avid honored his oath to Jonathan
in this connection, exem

pting M
ephibosheth, Saul’s grandson, from

 just
avengem

ent (v.7).

N
o evidence in S

cripture that their descendants caused problem
s.  O

n
the contrary, their faithfulness is testified to: the N

ethinim
 (“devoted

persons”) w
ere their descendants and had a place of honor in the service

of the tem
ple centuries later (1 C

hr 9:2; E
zra 2:43-58; 8:20; N

eh 7:60).

R
ahab and G

ibeonites som
ew

hat parallel:
dubious character
had heard and believed
left the kingdom

 of G
od’s enem

ies
proved their loyalty.

G
ibeonite’s service led to a place of religious privilege.   G

ibeon w
as one

of the cities given to the line of A
aron.  400 years later, the T

abernacle
w

ould be there.  O
ne of D

avid’s m
ighty m

en, those w
ho w

ere closest to
him

 in battle, w
as a G

ibeonite.  W
hen S

olom
on ascended the throne, he

m
ade burnt offerings at G

ibeon.  L
ater still, about 500 years before C

hrist
in the tim

e of Z
erubbabel, the returnees from

 B
abylon included a list of

the G
ibeonites.   In the days of N

ehem
iah, G

ibeonites w
ere am

ong those
w

ho helped build the w
alls of Jerusalem

.

E
ven though their oath w

as m
ade under deception, G

od expected them
to keep it.  If G

od w
ill not tolerate the breaking of an oath m

ade in H
is nam

e,
how

 m
uch m

ore w
ill H

e never break H
is ow

n oath and covenant m
ade

to us on the basis of the shed blood and infinite value of Jesus C
hrist!

H
eb 6:13-20.

Som
e lies are found out quickly. [O

thers are taught in schools as “truth.”]

17]
A

nd the children of Israel journeyed, and cam
e unto their cities on the third day.

N
ow

 their cities [w
ere] G

ibeon, and C
hephirah, and B

eeroth, and K
irjathjearim

.

[Israel suffered no injury.  W
hen the land w

as divided, they w
ere not

short: Josh 18:25-28; 15:2.]

18]
A

nd the children of Israel sm
ote them

 not, because the princes of the
congregation had sw

orn unto them
 by the L

ord G
od of Israel. A

nd all the
congregation m

urm
ured against the princes.

19]
B

ut all the princes said unto all the congregation, W
e have sw

orn unto them
 by

the L
ord G

od of Israel: now
 therefore w

e m
ay not touch them

.

Issue is not the prem
ise of the deal, it’s the person upon w

hom
 it is sw

orn,
the L

ord G
od of Israel!

20]
T

his w
e w

ill do to them
; w

e w
ill even let them

 live, lest w
rath be upon us, because

of the oath w
hich w

e sw
are unto them

.

N
ow

 that’s a com
m

itm
ent!  P

s 15:4.
O

nce the oath w
as m

ade, G
od expected them

 to keep it. [H
ow

 about us?]
In today’s w

orld, w
e have lost the sanctity of a com

m
itm

ent.

G
od expects us to keep our w

ord.
V

s. Saul (1 Sam
 21:1).

C
f. E

zek 17:16, 18-20.
M

t 5:33-37.

21]
A

nd the princes said unto them
, L

et them
 live; but let them

 be hew
ers of w

ood
and draw

ers of w
ater unto all the congregation; as the princes had prom

ised
them

.

“L
et your m

istakes w
ork for you.”  M

ade the G
ibeonites their servants.

C
f. D

eut 29:11.

22]
A

nd Joshua called for them
, and he spake unto them

, saying, W
herefore have

ye beguiled us, saying, W
e [are] very far from

 you; w
hen ye dw

ell am
ong us?

23]
N

ow
 therefore ye [are] cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from

 being
bondm

en, and hew
ers of w

ood and draw
ers of w

ater for the house of m
y G

od.

T
he curse of C

anaan: G
en 9:25. (H

ivites w
ere C

anaanites; here w
e see a

partial fulfillm
ent.)
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7]
S

o Joshua ascended from
 G

ilgal, he, and all the people of w
ar w

ith him
, and all

the m
ighty m

en of valour.
8]

A
nd the L

ord said unto Joshua, F
ear them

 not: for I have delivered them
 into

thine hand; there shall not a m
an of them

 stand before thee.

G
od m

ust have laughed.  C
f. P

salm
 2:1-4.

Instead of having to defeat these five city-states one by one, they w
ould

now
 conquer them

 all at one tim
e!

T
he victory w

as already the L
ord’s.  N

o m
istake is final for the dedicated

C
hristian.

9]
Joshua therefore cam

e unto them
 suddenly, [and] w

ent up from
 G

ilgal all night.

A
n all-night m

arch for the advantage of surprise.

10]
A

nd the L
ord discom

fited them
 before Israel, and slew

 them
 w

ith a great
slaughter at G

ibeon, and chased them
 along the w

ay that goeth up to B
ethhoron,

and sm
ote them

 to A
zekah, and unto M

akkedah.

K
now

n as the B
attle of B

ethhoron.

11]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, as they fled from

 before Israel, [and] w
ere in the going dow

n
to B

ethhoron, that the L
ord cast dow

n great stones from
 heaven upon them

 unto
A

zekah, and they died: [they w
ere] m

ore w
hich died w

ith hailstones than [they]
w

hom
 the children of Israel slew

 w
ith the sw

ord.

T
hat’s rem

arkable m
arksm

anship.  T
his rules out any “natural” explana-

tions.  C
f. R

ev 16:21 (hailstones).

12]
T

hen spake Joshua to the L
ord in the day w

hen the L
ord delivered up the

A
m

orites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand
thou still upon G

ibeon; and thou, M
oon, in the valley of A

jalon.

“B
e thou silent.”

13]
A

nd the sun stood still, and the m
oon stayed, until the people had avenged

them
selves upon their enem

ies. [Is] not this w
ritten in the book of Jasher? S

o
the sun stood still in the m

idst of heaven, and hasted not to go dow
n about a

w
hole day.

R
eally?  (A

lso, H
ab 3:11)  Is G

od a prisoner of H
is ow

n creation?
•

N
othing is too hard for H

im
 (Jer 32:17, 27);

•
H

e com
m

andeth the sun and it riseth not (Job 9:7);  [T
he sun appeared to

Jo
sh

u
a 10

1]
N

ow
 it cam

e to pass, w
hen A

donizedek king of Jerusalem
 had heard how

 Joshua
had taken A

i, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king,
so he had done to A

i and her king; and how
 the inhabitants of G

ibeon had m
ade

peace w
ith Israel, and w

ere am
ong them

;
2]

T
hat they feared greatly, because G

ibeon [w
as] a great city, as one of the royal

cities, and because it [w
as] greater than A

i, and all the m
en thereof [w

ere] m
ighty.

A
doni-Z

edek: “T
he L

ord of R
ighteousness”(?)

K
ing of Jerusalem

.  (Im
itating the “K

ing of R
ighteousness,” H

eb 7:2, but
hating the people of G

od, 2 T
hess 2:4.)

A
ll the inhabitants of C

anaan considered utterly corrupt: C
f. L

ev 18:25.

3]
W

herefore A
donizedek king of Jerusalem

 sent unto H
oham

 king of H
ebron, and

unto P
iram

 king of Jarm
uth, and unto Japhia king of L

achish, and unto D
ebir

king of E
glon, saying,

4]
C

om
e up unto m

e, and help m
e, that w

e m
ay sm

ite G
ibeon: for it hath m

ade peace
w

ith Joshua and w
ith the children of Israel.

T
hey could hardly let the capitulation of the G

ibeonites rest; it w
ould set

a disastrous precedent.

5]
T

herefore the five kings of the A
m

orites, the king of Jerusalem
, the king of

H
ebron, the king of Jarm

uth, the king of L
achish, the king of E

glon, gathered
them

selves together, and w
ent up, they and all their hosts, and encam

ped before
G

ibeon, and m
ade w

ar against it.

T
he G

ibeonites w
ere now

 at w
ar w

ith their form
er allies.

6]
A

nd the m
en of G

ibeon sent unto Joshua to the cam
p to G

ilgal, saying, S
lack

not thy hand from
 thy servants; com

e up to us quickly, and save us, and help
us: for all the kings of the A

m
orites that dw

ell in the m
ountains are gathered

together against us.

If you m
ake agreem

ents w
ith the enem

y, expect to pay a price defending
them

. [T
hat is w

hy G
od’s people are to rem

ain separated from
 the w

orld
(2 C

or 6:14-18; 2 T
im

 2:4).

T
he G

ibeonites trusted in Joshua (“Y
H

W
H

 is S
avior”) and his w

ord.
[H

ow
 m

uch m
ore can w

e rely on H
is!]
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m
oved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

22]
T

hen said Joshua, O
pen the m

outh of the cave, and bring out those five kings
unto m

e out of the cave.
23]

A
nd they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him

 out of the cave,
the king of Jerusalem

, the king of H
ebron, the king of Jarm

uth, the king of
L

achish, [and] the king of E
glon.

24]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua
called for all the m

en of Israel, and said unto the captains of the m
en of w

ar w
hich

w
ent w

ith him
, C

om
e near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. A

nd
they cam

e near, and put their feet upon the necks of them
.

R
om

 16:20.  (F
oot on neck is a sign of victory.)

25]
A

nd Joshua said unto them
, F

ear not, nor be dism
ayed, be strong and of good

courage: for thus shall the L
ord do to all your enem

ies against w
hom

 ye fight.

S
ince Joshua is a type of C

hrist, w
e can claim

 these w
ords to ourselves.

T
he L

ord’s enem
ies are H

is footstool (P
s 110:1; 1 C

or 15:25).  T
hrough

H
im

, w
e can claim

 victory and put our feet on the necks of our enem
ies

(R
om

 16:20).

26]
A

nd afterw
ard Joshua sm

ote them
, and slew

 them
, and hanged them

 on five trees:
and they w

ere hanging upon the trees until the evening.
27]

A
nd it cam

e to pass at the tim
e of the going dow

n of the sun, [that] Joshua
com

m
anded, and they took them

 dow
n off the trees, and cast them

 into the cave
w

herein they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave’s m
outh, [w

hich
rem

ain] until this very day.
28]

A
nd that day Joshua took M

akkedah, and sm
ote it w

ith the edge of the sw
ord,

and the king thereof he utterly destroyed, them
, and all the souls that [w

ere]
therein; he let none rem

ain: and he did to the king of M
akkedah as he did unto

the king of Jericho.

R
uthlessly thorough.  N

o half m
easures here.

W
e should be both w

arned and encouraged.  W
e m

ust be alert and
prayerful lest w

e be deceived and w
alk by sight rather than by faith.  W

e
need to be cautious about alliances; an yet, G

od can even take our
blunders and turn them

 into blessings.  1 John 5:4: “A
nd this is the

victory that has overcom
e the w

orld—
our faith.”

C
o

m
p

letio
n

 o
f th

e S
o

u
th

ern
 C

o
n

q
u

est

Joshua’s strategy w
as to cut across the land to divide it, then conquer

the southern cities, and then the northern.

go backw
ard in the days of H

ezekiah (Isa 38:8)]
•

D
ay and night belong to G

od (P
s 74:16).

O
ther m

ysteries: Job 38:22-23. [S
ee next session on “T

he L
ong D

ay of
Joshua”]

“T
he m

ind w
hich asks for a nonm

iraculous C
hristianity is a m

ind in
process of relapsing from

 C
hristianity into m

ere ‘religion.’” [C
.S. L

ew
is,

“M
iracles” p. 133]

T
o deny m

iracles is the acm
e of arrogance—

and a pretense to om
ni-

science.  T
o deny m

iracles w
ould be to deny the birth of a child, or the

creation itself.  A
ll the resources of science cannot create even a single

blade of grass.   N
o w

onder the L
ord asks of puny m

an, “W
here w

ast
though w

hen I laid the foundations of the earth?  D
eclare, if thou hast

understanding” (Job 38:4).

14]
A

nd there w
as no day like that before it or after it, that the L

ord hearkened unto
the voice of a m

an: for the L
ord fought for Israel.

[F
oreshadow

s Z
ech 14:7?]

H
ailstones on the enem

y w
as an answ

er to prayer, yet the request w
as

anticipated; dem
onstrates the “

Sovereignty of M
an.”

15]
A

nd Joshua returned, and all Israel w
ith him

, unto the cam
p to G

ilgal.
16]

B
ut these five kings fled, and hid them

selves in a cave at M
akkedah.

C
f. R

ev 6:15-17.

17]
A

nd it w
as told Joshua, saying, T

he five kings are found hid in a cave at
M

akkedah.
18]

A
nd Joshua said, R

oll great stones upon the m
outh of the cave, and set m

en by
it for to keep them

:

A
 holding action w

hile they m
op up.  (2 P

et 2:9).

19]
A

nd stay ye not, [but] pursue after your enem
ies, and sm

ite the hindm
ost of

them
; suffer them

 not to enter into their cities: for the L
ord your G

od hath
delivered them

 into your hand.
20]

A
nd it cam

e to pass, w
hen Joshua and the children of Israel had m

ade an end
of slaying them

 w
ith a very great slaughter, till they w

ere consum
ed, that the

rest [w
hich] rem

ained of them
 entered into fenced cities.

21]
A

nd all the people returned to the cam
p to Joshua at M

akkedah in peace: none
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41]
A

nd Joshua sm
ote them

 from
 K

adeshbarnea even unto G
aza, and all the country

of G
oshen, even unto G

ibeon.

H
ere w

e are at the site of the failure of faith 40 years earlier...

42]
A

nd all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one tim
e, because the L

ord
G

od of Israel fought for Israel.
43]

A
nd Joshua returned, and all Israel w

ith him
, unto the cam

p to G
ilgal.

A
 return to base.  O

ur base is C
alvary.

L
essons to be learned:

1)  W
alk by faith not by sight.

2)  B
e cautious about alliances.

3) G
od can take our blunders and turn them

 into victories (1 John 5:4).

*   *   *

T
h

e L
o

n
g

 D
ay o

f Jo
sh

u
a

(R
eview

 of Joshua 10:12-13)

12]
T

hen spake Joshua to the L
ord in the day w

hen the L
ord delivered up the

A
m

orites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand
thou still upon G

ibeon; and thou, M
oon, in the valley of A

jalon.
13]

A
nd the sun stood still, and the m

oon stayed, until the people had avenged
them

selves upon their enem
ies. [Is] not this w

ritten in the book of Jasher? S
o

the sun stood still in the m
idst of heaven, and hasted not to go dow

n about a
w

hole day.

1. C
atastro

p
h

e M
o

d
el o

f H
isto

ry

U
n

ifo
rm

ity D
elu

sio
n

s

D
espite the w

idespread presum
ptions, w

hich w
e all are guilty of, that our

universe is uniform
, stable and linear—

all one has to do is look through
a set of binoculars at the m

oon, or exam
ine the photographs returned by

our space probes of the planets, and it becom
es quite obvious that our

S
olar S

ystem
 is a rough neighborhood.  It is quite apparent that the

history of our S
olar S

ystem
 has been characterized by collisions and

catastrophes of all sorts.

29]
T

hen Joshua passed from
 M

akkedah, and all Israel w
ith him

, unto L
ibnah, and

fought against L
ibnah:

30]
A

nd the L
ord delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and

he sm
ote it w

ith the edge of the sw
ord, and all the souls that [w

ere] therein; he
let none rem

ain in it; but did unto the king thereof as he did unto the king of
Jericho.

31]
A

nd Joshua passed from
 L

ibnah, and all Israel w
ith him

, unto L
achish, and

encam
ped against it, and fought against it:

32]
A

nd the L
ord delivered L

achish into the hand of Israel, w
hich took it on the

second day, and sm
ote it w

ith the edge of the sw
ord, and all the souls that [w

ere]
therein, according to all that he had done to L

ibnah.

N
ote: E

ach victory m
easured against the one previous.  E

ach victory
should be a standard for the next.

L
achish took tw

o days.  W
hen S

ennacherib, king of A
ssyria “cam

e up
against all the fenced cities of Judah” (2 K

gs 18:13) and he personally
laid siege against L

achish (2 C
hr 32:9), he had to abandon his attem

pt to
reduce it (2 K

gs 19:7, 8).  L
ater, w

hen N
ebuchadnezzar invaded Judah in

the reign of its last king, L
achish w

as one of the last to be conquered (Jer
34:7).

33]
T

hen H
oram

 king of G
ezer cam

e up to help L
achish; and Joshua sm

ote him
 and

his people, until he had left him
 none rem

aining.
34]

A
nd from

 L
achish Joshua passed unto E

glon, and all Israel w
ith him

; and they
encam

ped against it, and fought against it:
35]

A
nd they took it on that day, and sm

ote it w
ith the edge of the sw

ord, and all
the souls that [w

ere] therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that
he had done to L

achish.
36]

A
nd Joshua w

ent up from
 E

glon, and all Israel w
ith him

, unto H
ebron; and they

fought against it:
37]

A
nd they took it, and sm

ote it w
ith the edge of the sw

ord, and the king thereof,
and all the cities thereof, and all the souls that [w

ere] therein; he left none
rem

aining, according to all that he had done to E
glon; but destroyed it utterly,

and all the souls that [w
ere] therein.

38]
A

nd Joshua returned, and all Israel w
ith him

, to D
ebir; and fought against it:

39]
A

nd he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they sm
ote

them
 w

ith the edge of the sw
ord, and utterly destroyed all the souls that [w

ere]
therein; he left none rem

aining: as he had done to H
ebron, so he did to D

ebir,
and to the king thereof; as he had done also to L

ibnah, and to her king.
40]

S
o Joshua sm

ote all the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale,
and of the springs, and all their kings: he left none rem

aining, but utterly
destroyed all that breathed, as the L

ord G
od of Israel com

m
anded.

In contrast to S
aul, years later, sparing A

gag and the best of the sheep,
et al (1 S

am
 15).
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P
revio

u
s “N

ear-M
isses”

In O
ct 1992, the m

edia broke the new
s that our planet w

as in danger of
being hit by a com

et. [N
Y

 T
im

es, 27 O
ct 1992, p. C

7; 3 N
ov p. C

10; N
ew

Scientist, O
ct 24, 1992, p. 11]  F

ortunately, supplem
ental observations

revealed that no collision is likely for centuries, at least until eight m
ore

orbits are com
pleted. [D

uncan Steel, “C
om

et Sw
ift-T

uttle and a question
of probability,” Spaceflight, v. 35, July 1993, p. 223; N

Y
 T

im
es, 29 D

ec
1992, p. C

-2.]

C
om

et “S
w

ift-T
uttle” passes near the E

arth about every 130 years, each
tim

e a little closer.  It is unusually large and travels at 125,000 m
iles per

hour.

O
n January 23, 1982, an asteroid alm

ost a third of a m
ile in diam

eter passed
w

ithin 2.5 m
illion m

iles of the E
arth w

ithout being observed.  It w
as

discovered a m
onth later. [D

iscover, M
ay 1984, p. 32.]

O
n M

arch 22, 1989, a closer near-m
iss (“1989 F

C
”) m

issed by 6 hours
(400,000 m

iles). [L
e N

ouvel O
bservateur, 11-17 July 1991, pp. 46-48.]

A
stero

id
 T

h
reats

A
 fam

ous exam
ple w

as the asteroid that hit T
unguska in central S

iberia
in June 30, 1908, devastating m

ore than 2,000 square km
 of forest.  T

he
T

unguska region is so rem
ote, it w

asn’t explored until 17 years later.  If
it had been a com

et, it w
ould probably have exploded at a higher altitude

and done no dam
age.  H

ad it been com
posed of denser iron, it w

ould have
reached the ground m

aking a large crater.  It apparently w
as a rocky

asteroid about the size of a city office building, that decelerated and
exploded at an altitude of five m

iles.  L
ast year, scientists found tiny

fragm
ents of this rocky object im

bedded in tree resin at the im
pact site.

T
he m

eteor crater near W
inslow

, A
rizona w

as form
ed by just such a

m
etallic m

eteorite, w
ith the sam

e 15-m
egaton energy as T

unguska.
E

xperts estim
ate that such im

pacts happen about once every 300 years
on the E

arth’s surface, and about once every m
illennium

 on land.

E
ven relatively m

odest-sized asteroids can result in substantial long-
term

 im
pacts.  A

 tsunam
i (tidal w

ave) from
 a T

unguska-class object could
produce w

idespread destruction and even devastate continental coast-
lines.  S

om
e scientists attribute the extinction of prehistoric species to

T
he E

arth accum
ulates about 100 tons of extraterrestrial m

aterial every
day under a constant rain of interplanetary debris.  M

ost m
eteoroids

enter the atm
osphere and burn up unnoticed.  Som

e survive the fiery heat
of entry and are slow

ed dow
n by air friction to a speed of about 200 m

iles
per hour and w

hat is left hits the ground as a m
eteorite.

T
he E

arth’s atm
osphere protects us from

 the sm
aller asteroids.  H

ow
-

ever, if they are larger than 50 m
eters (half the size of a football field), they

pack about 10 m
egatons of energy, com

parable to som
e our larger

w
arheads.  T

hese are expected about once per century.  In 1972 the E
arth

narrow
ly m

issed a 10-m
egaton im

pact. [D
avid M

orrison, “T
arget: E

arth,”
A

stronom
y, O

ct 1995, p. 38]

If it w
asn’t for the constant rew

orking of the E
arth’s surface by erosion

and plate tectonics, our ow
n planet w

ould be as densely cratered as the
m

oon.  T
here are over 100 craters on the E

arth, also, som
e ranging up to

80 m
iles in diam

eter.

[T
he m

ap below
 show

s som
e of the m

eteor/asteroid craters that are still
detectable despite erosion and other surface changes.]

A
stero

id
 C

raters
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M
ars “M

yths”:
“M

ars” =
 R

om
ans

“Indra” =
 Indian folklore

“T
yr” =

 T
eutonic; genitive form

: T
iew

es,
T

iew
es-daeg =

 T
uesday. T

iew
es is derived from

 the S
anskrit w

ord
devas, from

 w
hich R

om
ans derived their w

ord deus or deity.
[B

rittanica, v.22,p 652]

S
un-daeg

M
oon-daeg

T
iw

es-daeg (M
ars’ day)

O
dens-daeg (M

ercury’s day)
T

hors-daeg (Jupiter’s day)
F

reyia-daeg (V
enus’day)

S
aturn’s day.

F
irst R

om
an m

onth: M
artius’-- “M

arch”;

A
prilla

V
enus

M
aius

M
ercury

Juno
Jupiter

(C
alendar reorganized in 364 B.C. to change M

arch to January 1.)

M
edieval C

alendars:

•
E

ngland: M
arch =

 1st m
onth of legal year until 1752.

•
A

nglo-S
axons describe M

arch as L
encten-m

onath, “lengthened
m

onth”; re: “lent.”
•

S
cotland: January replaced M

arch as 1st, 1599 A.D.
•

F
rance: January becam

e M
arch in 1564 by C

harles IX
.

[H
alf of the near pass-bys w

ere on O
ctober 25th.]

M
any ancient people (C

elts, D
ruids....) used O

ctober 31 as year-end: E
ve

of S
am

hain; related to the w
orship of B

aal (M
ars) and A

shtoreth
(V

enus).

[M
ay have dated from

 T
ow

er of B
abel catastrophe, 1930 B.C.]

M
ars w

orshipped as B
aal, B

el; as a C
alf, even today in India...

M
ars =

 “G
od of W

ar”: “M
artial A

rts,” etc.

cosm
ic collisions of the past. [C

.C
. A

lbritton, C
atastrophic E

pisodes in
E

arth H
istory; V

.L
. S

harpston and P
.D

. W
ard (eds.), G

lobal C
atastro-

phes in E
arth H

istory.]

In 1991, the discovery of a crater (nam
ed C

hicxulub) under M
exico’s

Y
ucatan peninsula is conjectured to have resulted in the extinction of the

dinosaurs.  T
he size of this asteroid has been estim

ated to have been over
six m

iles in diam
eter.  T

he energy of this asteroid has been estim
ated at

over 100 m
illion m

egatons—
five billion H

iroshim
a atom

ic bom
bs!

[M
orrison, p. 36]

P
olar instability (they have m

oved thousands of m
iles) and num

erous
m

agnetic reversals m
ay have been triggered by such collisions. [“O

n
im

pacts as a cause of geom
agnetic field reversals or blood basalts”, D

.L
.

L
oper and K

. M
cC

artney in G
lobal C

atastrophes in E
arth H

istory.]

(T
his is the type of event w

hich m
ay have been involved w

ith the “L
ong

D
ay” of Joshua.  S

ee our briefing package, Signs in the H
eavens.)

T
h

e W
o

rsh
ip

 o
f th

e A
n

cien
ts?

vs. our ow
n space-age sophistication: planets are interesting but not

consequential! W
hile in ancient history, they w

ere terrified of the
planets.  T

hey studied them
, w

orshipped them
...

[R
ecent G

alileo probe of Jupiter:  a few
 m

inutes of data and they have to
rethink all that they though they knew

...]

W
hy ancient interest? (m

ovem
ents, eclipses, zodiacs, sundials, sun

caves, obelisks, sun-tem
ples, planet tem

ples, astrologies, etc.)

2. C
alen

d
ar B

ackg
ro

u
n

d

A
ncient C

alendars: reform
s after 701 B.C. C

haldeans, E
gyptians, H

e-
brew

s, G
reeks, P

hoenicians, C
hinese, M

ayan, H
indus, C

arthaginians,
E

truscans, T
eutons,...

A
ll their calendars are built on 360-day calendar (m

ost w
ith tw

elve 30-
day m

onths).  H
ow

ever, all change in 701 B.C.  T
he R

om
ans add five days

(like w
e use today).  K

ing H
ezekiah adds a m

onth to the Jew
ish cycle

every few
 years (3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th, and 19th year).  W

hy did
he have to change the calendar?
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P
h

aeth
o

n
 S

to
ry

P
haethon, in G

reek m
ythology, w

as son of H
elios, the sun-god and

nym
ph C

lym
ene (G

reek phaethon =
 “S

hinning”, “R
adiant”).  H

e per-
suaded his father to let him

 drive the chariot of the sun across the sky,
but he lost control of the horses and, driving too near the earth, scorched
it.  T

o save the w
orld from

 utter destruction Z
eus killed P

haethon w
ith

a thunderbolt.  H
e fell to the earth at the m

outh of E
ridanus, a river in

northern E
urope.

In N
ew

 Z
ealand, the M

aori story of M
aui is alm

ost identical.  S
im

ilar
legends am

ong A
m

erican Indians, the P
hoenix bird of E

gypt, the dragon
stories of C

hina, Japanese lore, etc.

S
U

M
M

A
R

Y
 O

F
 C

A
TA

S
T

R
O

P
H

E
S

O
ct

2146
Peleg

O
ct

1930
T

ow
er of B

abel

M
ar

1877
Sodom

 &
 G

om
orrah

M
ar

1663
Job

120,000

M
ar

1447
E

xodus Plagues
 60,000

O
ct

1404
L

ong D
ay, Joshua

 70,000

O
ct

1188
D

eborah
150,000

(Judges 5:20)
O

ct
1080

Sam
uelic

150,000

M
ar

1025
D

avid (L
esser)

200,000

O
ct

 972
D

avid (G
reater)

120,000

O
ct

 864
E

lijahic
150,000

O
ct

 756
Joel-A

m
os

120,000

M
ar

 701
Isaiahic

 70,000
(M

iles from
 the sun)

R
om

e founded by R
om

ulus about 750 B.C. (just after the “Joel-A
m

os
catastrophe”, O

ct 25, 756 B.C.) after destruction of the leading E
truscan

city, V
olsinium

.

W
hy founded 15 m

iles up stream
 on the T

iber from
 the coast?  [A

ntici-
pation of 200 ft tidal w

aves every 108 years?]

S
econd K

ing of R
om

e, N
um

a P
om

pilius:

O
riginal calendar =

 360 days per year.
R

eorganizes calendar after 701 B
.C

., adding 5 days per year.

H
ezekiah, N

um
a’s contem

porary, adds a m
onth 7 tim

es every 19 years:
on the 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, 19th year.  W

hy?

India:
V

eda texts assum
e 360-day years;

Persia:
360-day years. 7th C

entury: 5 days added;
C

haldea:
360-day years.  (360 degrees to circle; 60 m

inutes to an
hour; 60 seconds/m

in. etc.);
A

ssyria:
360-day calendar. D

ecade =
 3600 days;

E
gypt:

T
w

elve 30-day m
onths; 5 days added.

360 icons in the gnostic genii;
360 gods in the theology of G

reek O
rpheus;

360 idols in the palace of D
airi in Japan;

360 statues surrounding H
obal in ancient A

rabia;
360 degrees in a circle...

O
th

er C
atastro

p
h

e R
esearch

V
elikovsky H

ypothesis’ (“W
orlds in C

ollision,” 1950):
E

arly Paradoxes:
U

niversal clim
ate

360-day calendars universal
4 planet system

s, not 5
E

-W
, not W

-E
P

olarity reversal?
V

enus as a com
et?

Stonehenge (1900 B.C. - 1600 B.C.) probably built in response to planetary
interactions.
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P
asses behind E

arth;
M

ars gains energy; E
arth loses energy.

E
ventually stabilizes, last near pass-by appears to have been in 701 B.C.,

and by then the earth’s orbit has lengthened five days’ w
orth and that

is w
hy all the calendars had to be adjusted to the lunar calendar.

E
ffects of near pass-by:

C
rustal tides (2-3" =

 m
oon); 85 ft @

 70,000 m
iles

A
ncient cities (T

roy et al) rebuilt from
 their ow

n rubble 7X
!

50X
 tim

es size of m
oon!

C
hange in days/year: 5 d 5h 49m

?
C

hange in A
xis: 23 1/2 , 24 , E

/M
, resp.

M
agnetic F

ield R
eversals

M
eteors (particle burns up leaves iron m

aterial)
B

olides (explodes w
hen enters earth’s atm

osphere)

E
arth “turned upside dow

n”
Isa 24:1

“rem
oved exceedingly”

Isa 24:19
“reeled like a drunkard”

Isa 24:20

P
olar relocation of 300 m

iles; Jerusalem
 latitude -5

o [M
ight explain

K
aufm

an’s dilem
m

a about the T
em

ple orientation.]

4. T
h

e L
o

n
g

 D
ay o

f Jo
sh

u
a

1/3 of a m
illion m

en m
et at B

ethhoron.

M
ars on a fly-by at about 70,000 m

iles (!), probably on a pass over the
N

orth P
ole (50x the size of the m

oon).

D
ay lengthened 2 - 4 hours; precessional change;

P
olar shift; L

atitude changed (5 degrees?).

B
olides and M

eteors tw
o - three hours ahead, arriving at about 30,000

m
iles per hour;

F
our phases of Joshua’s conquest:

1)
E

astern T
heatre:  B

ashan, G
ilead, Jericho, Jordan V

alley;
2)

C
entral T

heatre:  C
entral H

ighlands, G
ibeon, P

lain of S
haron;

3)
S

outhern T
heatre: H

ebron, D
ebir, A

zekah, M
akkedah,  the N

egev;
4)

N
orthern T

heatre: G
alilee, V

alley of M
egiddo, P

alestinic L
eague.

O
ctober 25, 1404 B

.C
.:

R
eferences: Judg 5:20; H

ab 3:5-13; Isa 37:36 1:9  10:26  28:19,21,22;  Ps 46.

3.  O
rb

ital R
eso

n
an

ce M
o

d
el

D
onald W

. P
atten, R

onald R
. H

atch, L
oren C

. S
teinhauer, L

ong D
ay of Joshua and

Six O
ther C

atastrophes; (O
ut of print, yet now

 superceded by C
atastrophism

and the O
ld T

estam
ent also by D

onald P
atten see B

ibliography.)

[R
onald R

. H
atch:  A

pplied P
hysics L

aboratory; program
m

er, N
avy N

avigational
S

atellite S
ystem

 S
enior E

ngineer, S
pace D

ivision, B
oeing C

om
pany; S

oftw
are

S
upervisor, M

agnavox R
esearch L

aboratories]

[L
oren C

. S
teinhauer:  T

aught orbital m
echanics at H

arvard, M
IT

; m
athem

atician at
M

athem
atical S

ciences N
orthw

est]

M
ars on a 2:1 orbit re: E

arth—
 720 days vs. 360 days;

O
rbits intersect M

arch 21/23 and O
ctober 25;

near pass-by every 54 or 108 years.

M
ars (now

):
perihelion  128,400,000 m

iles
(perihelion =

 closest point to the sun)
aphelion    154,900,000 m

iles
(aphelion =

 farthest point aw
ay from

 sun.)

M
ars (then):

perihelion   81,900,000 m
iles

aphelion    210,700,000 m
iles

C
ase I

S
pring Intersection, V

ernal E
quinox

M
arch 21/22, “F

irst P
oint in A

ries” (or M
ars);

Inside pass, after perihelion;
P

asses ahead of the E
arth;

M
ars loses energy; orbit shortened;

E
arth gains energy; orbit lengthened.

C
ase II

F
all Intersection

O
ctober 25;

F
rom

 outside, from
 aphelion;
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“S
igns in the S

un, m
oon, stars...” II P

et 3:3,4.

*  *  *

Jo
sh

u
a 11

[C
om

pletion of the C
onquest.  D

ivision of the land (C
hapters 13-22) w

ill
be taken up in a special review

 of the 12 T
ribes found in the second

volum
e of this set on Joshua.  T

he final session w
ill sum

m
arize and

conclude C
hapters 23 &

 24.]

Joshua’s strategy w
as to cut across the land to divide it, then conquer

the southern cities, and then the northern cities.

N
o

rth
ern

 C
am

p
aig

n

1]
A

nd it cam
e to pass, w

hen Jabin king of H
azor had heard [those things], that

he sent to Jobab king of M
adon, and to the king of S

him
ron, and to the king of

A
chshaph,

Jabin =
 title? (Judges 4:2).

2]
A

nd to the kings that [w
ere] on the north of the m

ountains, and of the plains
south of C

hinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of D
or on the w

est,

C
hinneroth (K

inneret) =
 “harp”; early nam

e of the S
ea of G

alilee; also
know

n as the S
ea of T

iberias.

3]
[A

nd to] the C
anaanite on the east and on the w

est, and [to] the A
m

orite, and
the H

ittite, and the P
erizzite, and the Jebusite in the m

ountains, and [to] the
H

ivite under H
erm

on in the land of M
izpeh.

4]
A

nd they w
ent out, they and all their hosts w

ith them
, m

uch people, even as
the sand that [is] upon the sea shore in m

ultitude, w
ith horses and chariots very

m
any.

“Sand as seashore”: G
en 22:17; 32:12 (vs. “stars”: 15:5; 26:4; D

an 12:3).

H
orses, chariots: (1st m

ention in Joshua). P
rohibited  (D

eut 17:16; P
s

20:7); N
o m

ention: G
en 24:35; 26:14; Job 1:3. (G

en 47:17?).

In vain for safety: P
rov 21:31.

5. D
en

o
u

em
en

t: G
u

lliver’s T
estim

o
n

y o
n

 L
ap

u
ta

G
alileo:

1610
D

iscovers the 4 M
oons of Jupiter; S

aturn’s
R

ings.

Sir W
illiam

 H
ershel:
1781

U
ranus

1787
2 M

oons of U
ranus

1789
2 m

ore m
oons of S

aturn

L
averrier:

1846
  N

eptune, 1 m
oon

A
saph H

all (N
ew

 telescope of U
S

 N
aval O

bservatory):
1877

2 M
oons of M

ars: w
orld in shock

P
hobos has only 3%

 albedo, darkest object in solar system
; 1/100 w

idth
of m

oon (8 m
iles dia.);  R

otates 7h39m
; appears to rise in W

: unique

D
eim

os (30h18m
) appears alm

ost synchronous: 24h37m
; unique in solar

system
; D

eim
os, P

hobos =
 “P

anic,” “fear,” in G
reek!

6.  Jo
n

ath
an

 S
w

ift   (1667 - 1745)

P
ublishes “G

ullivers T
ravels” in 1726. D

etails size, revolutions, and
orbits of tw

o m
oons of M

ars.

151 years in anticipation of their discovery!?

1)
H

e knew
 of them

 (friend of N
ew

ton, H
alley, W

histon...);
2)

H
e “guessed”;

3)
H

e relied on legends to em
broider his narrative, not realizing they

w
ere eyew

itness accounts of an earlier near pass-by.

7. N
atu

ral o
r S

u
p

ern
atu

ral?

M
arksm

anship:  H
ow

 select firstborn?  O
nly Israel’s enem

ies hit!
P

redictive aspects of record:
=

>
 G

od intervenes on behalf of H
is P

eople!

O
ther observations:  R

evelation: 200 lb. hailstones!? (P
unishing the

earth for blasphem
y?) O

fficial form
 of punishm

ent for blasphem
y:

stoning!
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T
his seem

s to have laid the foundation for m
ilitary doctrine venerated

at W
est P

oint, the P
russian traditions behind the fabled G

erm
an G

eneral
Staff, and, m

ost significantly of all, the Israel D
efense Forces today. [It’s

tragic that they haven’t discovered Joshua’s m
ost significant m

ilitary
secret: “H

e w
holly follow

ed the L
ord G

od of Israel (Josh 14:14; N
um

14:24; 32:12; D
eut 1:36; Josh 14:8-9).]

“H
ough” =

 ??  H
am

strung?  M
eaning in dispute.

7]
S

o Joshua cam
e, and all the people of w

ar w
ith him

, against them
 by the w

aters
of M

erom
 suddenly; and they fell upon them

.

T
im

ing: W
hen horses being w

atered?  C
ould have been tim

ed to m
ake

them
 a liability rather than an asset.

8]
A

nd the L
ord delivered them

 into the hand of Israel, w
ho sm

ote them
, and chased

them
 unto great Z

idon, and unto M
isrephothm

aim
, and unto the valley of

M
izpeh eastw

ard; and they sm
ote them

, until they left them
 none rem

aining.

300,000 gone!

9]
A

nd Joshua did unto them
 as the L

ord bade him
: he houghed their horses, and

burnt their chariots w
ith fire.

10]
A

nd Joshua at that tim
e turned back, and took H

azor, and sm
ote the king thereof

w
ith the sw

ord: for H
azor beforetim

e w
as the head of all those kingdom

s.

H
azor =

 head, seat.  O
nly one burned (v.11, 13).

11]
A

nd they sm
ote all the souls that [w

ere] therein w
ith the edge of the sw

ord,
utterly destroying [them

]: there w
as not any left to breathe: and he burnt H

azor
w

ith fire.
12]

A
nd all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of them

, did Joshua take, and
sm

ote them
 w

ith the edge of the sw
ord, [and] he utterly destroyed them

, as
M

oses the servant of the L
ord com

m
anded.

13]
B

ut [as for] the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel burned none of them
,

save H
azor only; [that] did Joshua burn.

14]
A

nd all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the children of Israel took for
a prey unto them

selves; but every m
an they sm

ote w
ith the edge of the sw

ord,
until they had destroyed them

, neither left they any to breathe.

T
ook no prisoners!   Iniquity of the A

m
orites finally full. (G

en 15:16)

15]
A

s the L
ord com

m
anded M

oses his servant, so did M
oses com

m
and Joshua,

and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the L
ord com

m
anded M

oses.

V
ictories over arm

ies w
ith horses: R

ed S
ea

Sihon &
 O

g (N
um

 21:23-6, 33-35);
S

isera, chariots of iron (Judges 4:13-16);
D

avid over Z
obah, 1000 chariots (2 S

am
 8).

N
ote: Idol w

orship associated w
ith them

? 2 K
ings 23:11 (spiritual issue

beyond m
ilitary use). Solom

on violates: 1 K
ings 4:26; 10:26; 2 C

hr 12:2-
9; Isa 31:1.

[M
ain battle tank of Israel: M

erkeva (=
chariot).]

5]
A

nd w
hen all these kings w

ere m
et together, they cam

e and pitched together at
the w

aters of M
erom

, to fight against Israel.

Josephus: 300,000 soldiers; 10,000 cavalry; 20,000 chariots.

M
erom

: H
uleh valley.  Plain of E

sdraelon; M
egiddo overlooks this plain.

T
e l=

 m
ound due to layers of civilization, city built upon ruins of past city

eventually creating an artificial hill..

B
attle of the N

ine K
ings? (G

en 14:14, 15).

V
ictories:

B
arak over C

anaanites (Judges 4:16);
G

ideon over M
idianites (Judges 5:19).

D
isasters:

D
eath of S

aul and Jonathan (1 S
am

 31);
D

eath of A
m

aziah (2 K
ings 9:27);

D
eath of Josiah (2 K

ings 23:29);
S

unset of K
ingdom

s, (Z
ech 12:11; R

ev 16:16).

6]
A

nd the L
ord said unto Joshua, B

e not afraid because of them
: for to m

orrow
about this tim

e w
ill I deliver them

 up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough
their horses, and burn their chariots w

ith fire.

Jo
sh

u
a’s G

en
eralsh

ip

A
 study of B

iblical B
attles reveals—

even in sim
ply secular term

s—
Joshua’s excellent generalship.  H

e w
as skilled at the preem

ptive
offense.  H

e established a successful style in exploiting:
1)   S

peed;
2)   S

tealth;
3)   K

now
ledge of the terrain.
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tribe had to gain m
astery after the land w

as allocated.  E
ven after the

death of Joshua and his officers, there w
as additional land to be taken

(Judges 1-3).]

*   *   *

Jo
sh

u
a 12

E
ast

1]
N

ow
 these [are] the kings of the land, w

hich the children of Israel sm
ote, and

possessed their land on the other side Jordan tow
ard the rising of the sun, from

the river A
rnon unto m

ount H
erm

on, and all the plain on the east:

K
ings to the E

ast.

2]
S

ihon king of the A
m

orites, w
ho dw

elt in H
eshbon, [and] ruled from

 A
roer,

w
hich [is] upon the bank of the river A

rnon, and from
 the m

iddle of the river,
and from

 half G
ilead, even unto the river Jabbok, [w

hich is] the border of the
children of A

m
m

on;

E
ngagem

ent prior to crossing the Jordan (N
um

 21:21=
35).

D
iscrepancy in lists of nam

es, appears that nam
es changed, and new

cities replace old.  S
cholastic debates as to w

hich cities replaced others.

3]
A

nd from
 the plain to the sea of C

hinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the
plain, [even] the salt sea on the east, the w

ay to B
ethjeshim

oth; and from
 the

south, under A
shdothpisgah:

4]
A

nd the coast of O
g king of B

ashan, [w
hich w

as] of the rem
nant of the giants,

that dw
elt at A

shtaroth and at E
drei,

A
nakim

...

5]
A

nd reigned in m
ount H

erm
on, and in S

alcah, and in all B
ashan, unto the border

of the G
eshurites and the M

aachathites, and half G
ilead, the border of Sihon king

of H
eshbon.

6]
T

hem
 did M

oses the servant of the L
ord and the children of Israel sm

ite: and
M

oses the servant of the L
ord gave it [for] a possession unto the R

eubenites,
and the G

adites, and the half tribe of M
anasseh.

A
ll east of the Jordan, tw

o and half tribes chose to rem
ain over there

(R
euben, G

ad and ½
 of M

anasseh).

N
orthern G

alilee (Sum
m

ary):  Isa 9:1,2: “G
alilee of the nations”: w

alk in
darkness.  C

apernaum
: M

att 4:13-15 (exalted to heaven? M
att 11:23).

W
hy? Joh 3:19.

S
u

m
m

ary o
f C

o
n

q
u

ests

16]
S

o Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south country, and all the land
of G

oshen, and the valley, and the plain, and the m
ountain of Israel, and the

valley of the sam
e;

17]
[E

ven] from
 the m

ount H
alak, that goeth up to S

eir, even unto B
aalgad in the

valley of L
ebanon under m

ount H
erm

on: and all their kings he took, and sm
ote

them
, and slew

 them
.

18]
Joshua m

ade w
ar a long tim

e w
ith all those kings.

T
he cam

paign lasted seven years (from
 aging of C

aleb). [C
f. 70th W

eek
of D

aniel...]

19]
T

here w
as not a city that m

ade peace w
ith the children of Israel, save the H

ivites
the inhabitants of G

ibeon: all [other] they took in battle.
20]

F
or it w

as of the L
ord to harden their hearts, that they should com

e against Israel
in battle, that he m

ight destroy them
 utterly, [and] that they m

ight have no
favour, but that he m

ight destroy them
, as the L

ord com
m

anded M
oses.

21]
A

nd at that tim
e cam

e Joshua, and cut off the A
nakim

 from
 the m

ountains, from
H

ebron, from
 D

ebir, from
 A

nab, and from
 all the m

ountains of Judah, and from
all the m

ountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them
 utterly w

ith their cities.

A
nakim

: (plural w
ord)  G

reat and T
all (N

um
 13:33).  W

ho can stand? (D
eut

9:2).

22]
T

here w
as none of the A

nakim
 left in the land of the children of Israel: only in

G
aza, in G

ath, and in A
shdod, there rem

ained.

G
oliath: 1 S

am
 17:40.  W

hy five stones? 4 brothers: Ishbibenob, S
aph,

and tw
o others (2 S

am
 21:16-22).

[C
f. G

enesis 6: “...and also after that...”  S
ee briefing package, F

lood of
N

oah.]

23]
S

o Joshua took the w
hole land, according to all that the L

ord said unto M
oses;

and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by
their tribes. A

nd the land rested from
 w

ar.

Inheritance (occurs over 50x in Joshua) not earned, but given by G
od.

[C
f. 13:1: T

he control over the w
hole land w

as gained by destroying the
key cities and their people.  T

hey didn’t take every city or village.  E
ach
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In previous articles w
e’ve pointed out that the B

ible seem
s to deal in 360

day years (S
ee D

aniel’s Seventy W
eeks).  C

onverting the 2520 years
360

results in 2483 years
365  plus 9 m

onths and 21 days:

2483 years
365

906,295 days
plus, for leap years

       614 days
9 m

onths
       270 days

21 days
         21 days

2520 years
360

907,200 days

B
ut w

here does one apply this interval?

T
h

e S
ervitu

d
e o

f th
e N

atio
n

If one starts w
ith the first siege of N

ebuchadnezzar, w
hich began the

“S
ervitude of the N

ation” in 606 B
.C

., the seventy years of servitude
ended in 537 B

.C
.  W

ith July 23, 537 B
.C

. as the release from
 servitude,

then

-537 y 7 m
 23 d

       1
 (N

o “year 0”)
2483 y 9 m

 21 d
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
1948 y 5 m

 14 d =
 M

ay 14, 1948

O
n M

ay 14, 1948, D
avid B

en G
urion, citing the book of E

zekiel as his
authority, proclaim

ed Israel as the new
 Jew

ish hom
eland.  T

he nation
Israel w

as reestablished on the very com
pletion of this interval from

 the
end of the “S

ervitude of the N
ation” under B

abylon.  W
hat a “coinci-

dence.”

T
h

e D
eso

latio
n

s o
f Jeru

salem

If one starts w
ith the third siege of N

ebuchadnezzar, w
hich began the

“D
esolations of Jerusalem

” in 587 B
.C

., the seventy years of desolations
ended in 518 B

.C
.  W

ith A
ugust 16, 518 B

.C
. as the com

pletion of the
desolations of Jerusalem

, then

-518 y  8  m
  16  d

       1
 (N

o “year 0”)
2483 y  9  m

  21 d
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
1967 y  6  m

  7  d  =
  June 7, 1967.

W
est

7]
A

nd these [are] the kings of the country w
hich Joshua and the children of Israel

sm
ote on this side Jordan on the w

est, from
 B

aalgad in the valley of L
ebanon

even unto the m
ount H

alak, that goeth up to S
eir; w

hich Joshua gave unto the
tribes of Israel [for] a possession according to their divisions;

8]
In the m

ountains, and in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the springs, and
in the w

ilderness, and in the south country; the H
ittites, the A

m
orites, and the

C
anaanites, the P

erizzites, the H
ivites, and the Jebusites:

9]
T

he king of Jericho, one; the king of A
i, w

hich [is] beside B
ethel, one;

10]
T

he king of Jerusalem
, one; the king of H

ebron, one;
11]

T
he king of Jarm

uth, one; the king of L
achish, one;

12]
T

he king of E
glon, one; the king of G

ezer, one;
13]

T
he king of D

ebir, one; the king of G
eder, one;

14]
T

he king of H
orm

ah, one; the king of A
rad, one;

15]
T

he king of L
ibnah, one; the king of A

dullam
, one;

16]
T

he king of M
akkedah, one; the king of B

ethel, one;
17]

T
he king of T

appuah, one; the king of H
epher, one;

18]
T

he king of A
phek, one; the king of L

asharon, one;
19]

T
he king of M

adon, one; the king of H
azor, one;

20]
T

he king of S
him

ronm
eron, one; the king of A

chshaph, one;
21]

T
he king of T

aanach, one; the king of M
egiddo, one;

22]
T

he king of K
edesh, one; the king of Jokneam

 of C
arm

el, one;
23]

T
he king of D

or in the coast of D
or, one; the king of the nations of G

ilgal, one;
24]

T
he king of T

irzah, one: all the kings thirty and one.

[2 E
ast of Jordan; 31 on the “W

est B
ank.”  31 is the gam

etrical value of
E

l, G
od.]

T
he basic conquest of the land is done.

*   *   *

E
zekiel’s 430 years

T
here is a puzzling prophecy in the book of E

zekiel that speaks of 430
years of judgm

ent pronounced upon Israel (E
zek 4:1-8). S

eventy years
are clearly accounted for by the B

abylonian C
aptivity.  B

ut that leaves
360 years that do not seem

 to fit any specific interpretation of history.

T
here are also passages in L

eviticus that indicate that if Israel doesn’t
obey the first tim

e G
od w

ill m
ultiply her punishm

ent by seven  (L
ev  26:18,

21, 24, 28.)  360 years tim
es 7 equals 2520 years.
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T
hese tribes becam

e a “buffer zone” betw
een Israel and M

oab, A
m

m
on,

et al.  T
hese liabilities led to their eventual dow

nfall (1 C
hr 5:25-26).

L
esson: D

on’t becom
e a “borderline believer.”  E

nter into the inheritance
G

od appoints for you and rejoice in it.  (P
s 47:4, E

phesians, H
ebrew

s 3-
5)

B
alaam

 (13:22)

G
entile, yet, prophet,  N

um
 22-24;

T
he son of B

eor of P
ethor of M

esopotam
ia, D

eut 23:4;
S

oothsayer, Josh 13:22;
Prophet, N

um
 24:2-9; 2 Pet 2:14,16;

C
ounsel led to the occasion of corruption of Israel w

ith the M
idianites,

N
um

 31:8, 16; R
ev 2:14,15;

T
he W

ay of B
alaam

 (2 P
et 2:15);

T
he E

rror of B
alaam

 (Jude 11);
T

he D
octrine of B

alaam
 (R

ev 2:14).
H

e dies w
ith M

oabites and M
idianites (N

um
 22:7; 31:8).  Y

ou cannot
serve G

od and m
am

m
on.

L
eviL

evi does not inherit land as the other tribes; their inheritance w
as the

G
od of Israel.  T

hey w
ere given 48 cities  (13:14, 33; 14:3-4; 18:7)  D

etailed:
21:1-42.

T
hey w

ere prophesied to be scattered (G
en 49:5-7; C

f. G
en 34) along w

ith
S

im
eon, w

ho eventually w
as com

m
ingled w

ith Judah.

L
ists of cities do not m

atch, scholars attribute nam
e changes or reassign-

m
ents to these discrepancies.

Ju
d

ah

Judah received their allocation (14:6-15:63).   T
his included C

aleb, one
of the tw

o faithful spies.  C
aleb, 85, didn’t look for easy tasks: he

requested new
 m

ountains to clim
b and giants to conquer!  H

is secret:
“H

e w
holly follow

ed the L
ord G

od of Israel (Josh 14:14; N
um

 14:24; 32:12;
D

eut 1:36; Josh 14:8-9).  H
e also provided for the next generation (Josh

15:13-19). [W
e sim

ply hand our next generation insurm
ountable debts...]

O
n June 7, 1967, as a consequence of the “S

ix D
ay W

ar,” the O
ld C

ity
of Jerusalem

 fell under Israeli control for the first tim
e since Jesus’

prediction:

“...Jerusalem
 w

ill be tram
pled on by the G

entiles until the tim
es of the

G
entiles are fulfilled.”

L
uke 21:24

Israel regained Jerusalem
 at the very com

pletion of this sam
e interval

since the “D
esolations of Jerusalem

” under B
abylon.

W
hat a “coincidence.”  (T

he rabbis say that “C
oincidence is not a kosher

w
ord.”)

Jo
sh

u
a 13-24

T
he division of the L

and.  (A
 detailed study is done in the second volum

e
of this set on Joshua, T

he T
w

elve T
ribes of Israel.)

“Inheritance” is found over 50 tim
es in these nine  chapters.  T

hey didn’t
“w

in” or “purchase” the land: the L
ord leased it to them

 as tenants (L
ev

25:23).

T
w

o dom
inant them

es found w
oven throughout the B

ible: one is the
origin, m

ission, and destiny of the nation Israel, the second, of course,
is of the M

essiah.

T
heir “rent” w

as obedience.  T
heir possession and enjoym

ent depended
upon their  subm

ission and obedience.  (C
f. L

ev 26 and D
eut 27-30).

T
h

e A
ssig

n
m

en
ts M

ad
e at G

ilg
al  (13:1 - 17:18)

G
ilgal w

as the original  center of operations.  L
ater Joshua m

oved the
cam

p and the tabernacle to a m
ore central location: S

hiloh (18:1).

L
ots cast (14:1-2).  Procedure:  N

um
 34:13-29; Prov 16:33.

2 ½
 T

rib
es E

ast o
f th

e Jo
rd

an
 (13:1-33)

T
heir choice m

ay have been good for their cattle, but it created serious
problem

s for their children (C
hapter 22).
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H
e later added a portion in the north (C

f. C
aesarea P

hilippi).

Joshua claim
ed his last: the city of T

im
nath-S

erah (v.49-50).  H
e, like

C
aleb, preferred living in the m

ountainous region of the land.

C
ities o

f R
efu

g
e (C

hapters 20, 21)

N
um

 35:11-30  (N
o state police force).

N
o help for a m

urderer (G
en 9:6; E

x 20:1-17; 21:12-13).  1st m
urderer: Satan

(John 8:44).  A
venger of B

lood (G
oel); (B

edoin’s today..)

S
ex cities (of the 48 given to the L

evites): T
hree east of the Jordan, three

w
est of the Jordan.  C

ities of R
efuge available to all (sojourners also);

sanctified (set aside).  A
lw

ays open; w
ays, bridges, repaired each

spring. (D
eut 19:3).

T
ype of C

hrist  (H
eb 6:16-20):

[A
cts 3:12-18; L

uke 23:34; 1 C
or 2:7-8]

W
ages of sin is death, R

om
 6:23;

G
od’s appointed refuge, A

cts 4:12;
E

asy reach; “w
ay”, D

eut 19:3;
O

pen to all, R
ev 22:17;

D
oors never locked;

S
tocked w

ith provisions;
N

o other help available (H
eb 10:28-29);

U
ntil the death of the H

igh P
riest (H

eb 7:23-27)

D
ifferences:

O
nly innocent saved; w

e know
 w

e’re guilty!
C

hrist m
ore available (John 6:37; R

ev 3:20).

N
am

es (Josh 20:7-8)

K
edesh: righteousness

N
ever can be accused again.

Shechem
: shoulder

L
ike a shepherd, H

e carries us...
H

ebron: fellow
ship

W
e enter into fellow

ship w
ith H

im
.

B
ezer: fortress; strong

H
e is our fortress; w

e are safe.

Joshua, the other faithful spy, received his last (19:49-51).  T
heir

prom
ises received 45 years before (N

um
 14:24, 30; D

eut 1:34-36) w
ere a

source of continual encouragem
ent.

L
esson: B

e encouraged in your ow
n pilgrim

age—
you have already

received your inheritance in C
hrist and can claim

 “every spiritual
blessing” (E

ph 1:3).

E
p

h
raim

 an
d

 M
an

asseh

S
ons of Joseph w

hom
 Jacob adopted and blessed (G

en 48:15-22).  B
irth

order reversed in blessing (C
f. Ishm

ael &
 Isaac; E

sau &
 Jacob); [G

od
rejects our first birth and gives a second birth!]

D
au

g
h

ters o
f Z

elo
p

h
eh

ad
 (17:3)

P
rom

ised T
orah exception: N

um
 27:1-11.  D

aughters allow
ed to carry

father’s inheritance if no sons, yet m
ust m

arry w
ithin tribe (N

um
 36:6-10).

[C
laim

s of C
hrist rest on this unique ruling!]

T
h

e A
ssig

n
m

en
ts at S

h
ilo

h
  (Josh 18:1 - 19:51)

T
he tabernacle rem

ained here until D
avid m

oved the ark to Jerusalem
 (2

Sam
 6).

T
he rem

aining seven tribes seem
ed to be slow

 to respond to the
challenge  (Prov 12:27).

T
hree from

 each of the seven (21 in total) surveyed the cities and
landm

arks, and brought this inform
ation to Joshua, w

ho then assigned
the various portions by casting lots before the L

ord.

B
enjam

in, full brother to Joseph, w
as assigned adjacent to E

phraim
 and

M
anasseh (Josh 18:11-28).

S
im

eon shared his inheritance w
ith Judah (19:1-9; C

f. G
en 49:7).

T
he area north of M

anasseh w
as assigned to Z

ebulun (19:10-16),
Issachar (v.17-23), A

sher (v.24-31), and N
aphtali (v.32-39).  Z

ebulun and
N

aphtali later becam
e the “G

alilee of the G
entiles” (M

t 4:15-16).

T
he last tribe to receive its assignm

ent w
as the tribe of D

an (19:40-48).
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R
am

oth: heights
W

e dw
ell in the heights, even though

G
olan: exile

...w
e are exiles, pilgrim

s, strangers to this w
orld.

L
esson: H

ave you fled to H
im

?  U
nless you have, you aren’t saved.

A
ssig

n
m

en
t o

f th
e L

evitical C
ities  (21:1-45)

Scattered throughout the land, to teach and to set an exam
ple.  (N

um
 35:1-

5; L
ev 23:32-34).  [T

w
o lists (Josh 21 and 1 C

hr 6:54-81) do not alw
ays

agree.  N
am

es m
ay have changed over the years; possibly new

 ones
replaced old.]

M
isu

n
d

ersto
o

d
 A

ltar o
f th

e 2 ½
 T

rib
es  (C

hapter 22)

H
onorable discharge: com

m
ended for loyalty and com

m
itm

ent (C
ol 3:23-

24).

M
ore than w

arfare: victory and security; entering into his rest (Prom
ised:

E
x 33:14; D

eut 12:9-10; 25:19; Josh 1:13, 15.  K
ept: 11:23; 14:15; 21:44; 22:4;

23:1).  S
piritual application: H

ebrew
 3 &

 4 and review
 E

phesians.

D
ivided from

 the N
ation: N

ote in N
um

bers 32, there is no record that
M

oses consulted the L
ord about this decision.  T

hey m
ade their decision

on the basis of m
aterial gain, not spiritual values.   Just like L

ot (G
en 13:10-

11) they w
alked by sight, not by faith.  T

hus, they separated them
selves,

and divided the nation.  T
hey could be com

pared to “borderline
believers,” outside G

od’s appointed place of blessing.

T
heir  (8th) m

em
orial is com

parable to bum
per stickers, religious jew

elry,
decals, and other adornm

ents w
hich are supposed to identify its ow

ners
w

ith Jesus C
hrist.  (W

hy not S
pirit-led conduct?)

A
larm

 spread, from
 m

isunderstanding.  T
here w

as to be one altar, one
sanctuary (D

eut 12; L
ev 17:8-9).

“H
e that answ

ereth a m
atter before he heareth it, it is folly and sham

e unto
him

”  (Prov 18:13).

T
en princes, led by P

hinehas, son of the high priest (N
um

 25; P
s 106:30-

31), led an inquiry.

P
hinehas appeal (22:15-20) cited tw

o previous rebellions: w
ith the

M
oabites (N

um
 25) w

here 24,000 w
ere died; and the sin of A

chan at
Jericho (Josh 7). “C

om
e over and dw

ell w
ith us...”

T
heir rebuttal (22:21-29) used the nam

e of the L
ord six tim

es, three
fundam

ental nam
es: E

l (the M
ight O

ne); E
lohim

 (G
od); Y

H
W

H
 (the

L
ord.)

“T
he L

ord know
s our hearts...”

B
ut w

e don’t! (Jer 17:9).  C
f. 2 C

or 8:21.  T
hey even accuse G

od of creating
the problem

 (22:25).

T
heir m

em
orial w

as really a w
itness to expediency, trying to enjoy “the

best of both w
orlds.”  T

he stones w
ere a w

itness, but the people w
ere

not. P
hinehas and the delegation w

ere pleased but w
as the L

ord?

T
he peace that G

od’s people achieve at the price of purity and truth is
only a dangerous truce that eventually explodes into painful division.

S
urrounded by heathen nations and separated from

 their brothers and
sisters across the river, these tribes quickly fell into idolatry and w

ere
eventually taken by A

ssyria (1 C
hr 5:25-26).

[O
n Septem

ber 30, 1938, B
ritish Prim

e M
inister Sir N

eville C
ham

berlain,
just back from

 G
erm

any, told a gathering at #10 D
ow

ning S
treet: “M

y
good friends, this is the second tim

e in our history that there has com
e

back from
 G

erm
any to D

ow
ning S

treet peace w
ith honor.  I believe it is

peace for our tim
e.  W

e thank you from
 the bottom

 of our hearts.  A
nd

now
 I recom

m
end you to go hom

e and sleep quietly in your beds.”
L

ess than a year later, E
ngland w

as at w
ar w

ith G
erm

any and W
orld W

ar
II had burst upon the w

orld.]

[In M
arch 1994, “E

vangelicals and C
atholics T

ogether” w
as signed,

ostensibly erasing the R
eform

ation.  S
ee T

he K
ingdom

 of B
lood...]

T
he only peace that lasts is peace that is based on truth and purity.  It’s

a peace that dem
ands sacrifice and courage, and a w

illingness to stand
up to G

od’s W
ord; but it is w

orth it.

M
atthew

 H
enry: “P

eace is such a precious jew
el that I w

ould give
anything for it but truth.”
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v.14: the sam
e place w

here Jacob took the household gods that R
achel

had carried off and hid them
 under a oak tree by Shechem

 (G
en 31:30-34;

35: 2, 4).

“G
od w

ill not allow
 H

is children to sin successfully.” (S
purgeon)

T
hree tim

es in this brief address, Joshua calls C
anaan “this good land.”

(C
f. A

t B
urning B

ush, E
x 3:8; after forty days of investigation, N

um
 14:7;

in M
oses’ farew

ell address (10X
): D

eut 1:25, 35; 3:25; 4:21-22; 6:18; 8:7,
10; 9:6; 11:17.  M

editating on the goodness of G
od is a strong m

otivation
for obedience.   Jam

es connects the goodness of G
od w

ith out resisting
of tem

ptation (Jam
es 1:13-17); N

athan used the sam
e approach confront-

ing K
ing D

avid (2 S
am

 12:1-15).  W
ith the P

rodigal S
on, it w

as not his
badness but his father’s goodness that brought him

 to repentance and
return hom

e (L
uke 15:17; R

om
 2:4).

T
he m

ost im
portant point w

as that Israel is to rem
ain a separated people,

not infected w
ith the w

ickedness around them
  (23:7-8; E

x 34:10-17; D
eut

7:2-4).  D
isobedience w

ould be a gradual thing.

[C
f. B

e Ye Transform
ed: R

om
 12:1-21; 1 John 2:15-17).  T

he w
ord “cleave”

in v.8 is the sam
e as in G

enesis 2:24. Israel w
as “m

arried” to Y
H

W
H

 at
M

t. Sinai (C
f. Jer 2:1-3; E

zek 16) and w
as expected to be a faithful spouse

and cleave to the L
ord (D

eut 4:4; 10:20; 11:22; 13:4).  S
he becam

e an
unfaithful w

ife, a prostitute, as she turned to the gods of other nations.
S

o, too, the w
hore of B

abylon (in R
ev 17).  See K

ingdom
 of B

lood...]

T
he prom

ise in 23:10 is a quote from
 D

eut 32:30, show
ing that Joshua

knew
 the W

ord of G
od (C

f. L
ev 26:7-8; Josh 1:8; P

s 1:2; 119:11).

Joshua’s three m
ain adm

onitions: K
eep G

od’s W
ord (23:6); cleave to the

L
ord (23:8); and love the L

ord (23:11).

Israel’s P
ast B

lessin
g

s (24:1-13)

H
istory is a vast early w

arning system
” —

N
orm

an C
ousins.  [Saturday

R
eview

, A
pril 15, 1978.]

“T
hose w

ho cannot rem
em

ber the past are condem
ned to repeat it.” —

G
eorge S

antayana

Israel’s roots are im
portant since G

od’s chosen people have a destiny
to fulfill.

H
istorical note: T

hus there are m
onum

ents still in existence, w
hich prove

that the C
arthaginians w

ere a colony of S
yrians w

ho escaped from
Joshua; as also that the inhabitants of L

eptis, in A
frica, cam

e originally
from

 the S
idonians, w

ho abandoned their country on account of the
calam

ities w
ith w

hich it w
as overw

helm
ed.  P

rocopius relates that the
P

hoenicians fled before the H
ebrew

s into A
frica, and spread them

selves
abroad as far as the pillars of H

ercules; and adds, “In N
um

idia, w
here now

stands the city T
igisis (T

angiers), they have erected tw
o colum

ns, on
w

hich, in P
hoenician characters, is the follow

ing inscription:—
 “W

e are
the P

hoenicians w
ho fled from

 the face of Jesus (Joshua) the son of
N

aue” (N
un).

Jo
sh

u
a’s V

aled
icto

ry (C
hapter 23 &

 24)

Joshua could say, w
ith P

aul, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished
m

y course, I have kept the faith.” (2 T
im

 4:7).

T
w

o addresses, to the leaders at either S
hiloh or his hom

e in E
phraim

,
and to all the tribes at S

hechem
.  H

e w
arned them

 of Israel’s future
dangers (23:1-16), their past blessings (24:1-13); and their present
responsibilities (24:14-33).

Israel’s F
u

tu
re D

an
g

ers (23:1-16)

R
em

ain a separated people, for three reasons:

1)
W

hat the L
ord did for Israel (23:3-4); E

gypt, A
m

alekites, etc.  T
hese

G
entile nations w

ere G
od’s enem

ies and therefore m
ust be Israel’s

enem
ies.

2)
W

hat the L
ord said to Israel (23:5-10).  T

he secret of Joshua’s
success w

as his devotion to the W
ord of G

od (1:7-9, 13-18; 8:30-35;
11:12, 15; 24:26-27).

3)
W

hat the L
ord w

ould do to Israel (23:11-16).  T
he W

ord of G
od is

a tw
o-edged sw

ord (H
eb 4:12).  If w

e obey it, G
od w

ill bless and help
us; if w

e disobey it, G
od w

ill chasten us until w
e subm

it to H
im

.  (Prov
3:11-12; H

eb 12:6)

v.13: “snares.. T
raps.. scourges... thorns...”  S

uch is the description of
the w

icked nations w
hich the L

ord w
ould use to discipline H

is people.
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S
hechem

 w
as the appropriate location for this farew

ell: H
ere G

od
prom

ised A
braham

 that his descendants w
ould inherit the land (G

en
12:6-7); here Jacob built an altar (G

en 33:20); it w
as here, betw

een M
t. E

bal
and M

t. G
erizim

, that the people of Israel reaffirm
ed their com

m
itm

ent to
the L

ord (Josh 8:30-35).

Joshua refers to the L
ord 21X

.  K
ey w

ord: “serve.”

E
lection: G

od chose Israel (24:1-4).  A
braham

 w
as called by G

od’s
sovereign grace.  T

here w
as nothing special about the Jew

s that G
od

should choose them
 (D

eut 7:1-11; 26:1-11; 32:10).

Jesus also: “Y
ou did not choose M

e...” (John 15:16).  C
hosen before the

foundation of the w
orld (E

ph 1:4); “G
od’s elect” (R

om
 8:33; T

itus 1:1).
G

od alw
ays takes the first step.

Isaac over Ishm
ael; Jacob over E

sau; “according to election” (R
om

 9:11).

G
od delivered Israel (24:5-7);  E

xodus from
 E

gypt, etc.  G
od guided Israel

(24:8-10).  H
e brought them

 out that H
e m

ight bring them
 in (D

eut 6:23).
W

hen B
alaam

 tried to curse Israel, G
od turned it into a blessing (N

um
 22-

24; D
eut 23:5; N

eh 13:2).

G
od gave them

 their land (24:11-13). [T
he “hornet” in 24:12 m

ight be
invading arm

ies (cf. D
eut 1:44; P

s 118:12; Isa 7:18).  (Just as G
og is the

king of the locusts, etc.?)]

Israel’s P
resen

t R
esp

o
n

sib
ilities (24:14-33)

“S
erve” 15X

  =
  F

ear H
im

; O
bey H

im
; W

orship only H
im

.  B
ecause you

w
ant to; not because you have to.

D
ecision (24:14-18). N

o neutrality here. Jacob had given this sam
e

w
arning to his fam

ily (G
en 35:2); S

am
uel also (1 S

am
 7:3ff).

T
hree sets of gods (24:2-8) related to three different w

aters.  O
n the other

side of the E
uphrates w

ere the gods of the S
um

erian and B
abylonian

culture.  O
n the other side of the R

ed S
ea w

ere the gods of ancient E
gypt.

A
cross the river Jordan w

ere the gods of the A
m

orites.  O
r the L

ord.
C

hoose!

Joshua chose: after the R
ed Sea crossing, he stood against the A

m
alekites.

H
e stood against the golden calf.  H

e stood, w
ith C

aleb, against his ow
n

people w
hen they w

ere w
rong.  H

e w
as there w

hen M
oses chose the

w
rong thing, and thus didn’t enter the P

rom
ised L

and him
self.  Joshua

knew
 about choosing.

T
he entire book is about choices:

(C
hapter)

1:
C

hose to enter the land (C
f. 38 years earlier!);

2:
R

ahab chose the people of G
od;

3:
Israel chose to cross the Jordan; left tw

o kinds of m
em

o-
rials.

4:
C

hose the obedience of circum
cision;

5:
T

he C
aptain of the H

ost;
7:

A
chan m

ade a dism
al choice at A

i;
8:

Joshua turns defeat into victory;
9:

T
he G

ibeonites chose to join the people of G
od;

10:
Joshua chooses to honor his com

m
itm

ents to the
G

ibeonites, leading to the B
attle of B

eth H
oron...

D
evotion (24:19-28).  P

rom
ises are easy (E

x 19:8); a golden calf, easier.

G
od is a “jealous” G

od (E
x 20:5); H

e w
ill tolerate no rivals.

K
ey verse: 24:15.  “A

s for m
e and m

y house, w
e w

ill serve the L
ord.”

T
hree tim

es they affirm
ed their desire (24:16-18, 21, 24) and Joshua took

them
 at their w

ord.

T
he book closes w

ith three burials: Joshua, E
leazar the high priest (N

um
20:28) also buried in E

phraim
 near S

hiloh w
here his son P

hinehas had
property.  T

he bones of Joseph w
ere buried in S

hechem
 in the plot of

ground that Jacob had bought from
 H

am
or (G

en 33:19).

G
od didn’t tell Joshua to appoint a successor.  T

he elders w
ho served

w
ith Joshua guided the nation after his death, but the people w

ent astray
and began to w

orship false gods (Judg 2:6-15).  W
hy?  B

ecause the
people of Joshua’s generation failed to keep their prom

ise and teach
their children and grandchildren to fear and serve the L

ord.

T
hus, they w

ere rem
oved from

 the land.  O
ne day the L

ord w
ill regather

H
is people and establish them

 in H
is land (Isa 11-12; 51-52; E

zek 36:24ff).
T

hen, “the earth shall be filled w
ith the know

ledge of the glory of the
L

ord, as the w
aters cover the sea” (H

ab 2:14).
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Jo
sh

u
a, in

 R
eview

Jo
sh

u
a’s P

rep
aratio

n

G
od prepares a servant for the task and the task for the servant.  17 years

for Joseph; 80 years for M
oses; m

any years of trials and testings for
D

avid, et al.

S
uffering a key part of it.  G

reat affliction in E
gypt preceded the E

xodus.
It w

as true of our S
avior (L

uke 24:26; 1 P
et 1:11); it is true of H

is people
(1 P

et 4:13; 5:10).  O
ur L

ord’s scars are now
 glorified in heaven.

S
ubm

ission to authority, under M
oses, etc.

D
elay; patience.  38 years w

andering due to other’s unbelief.

Jo
sh

u
a’s L

ead
ersh

ip

H
e w

alked w
ith G

od.  H
e w

as a m
an of prayer, etc.

H
e had courage.  E

ssential.  R
e: L

uther: “H
ere I stand. I can do no other.”

If you’re tim
id, you’ll never accom

plish m
uch for the L

ord.  (M
att 25:24-

30).  Joshua had the courage to deal w
ith sin in the cam

p (Josh 7); and
he challenged the tribes to “get w

ith it” and claim
 their inheritance (17:14-

18). [S
om

etim
es it takes m

ore courage to face your ow
n people at hom

e
than the enem

y on the battlefield...]

Joshua had a plan and follow
ed it; it w

as not a haphazard affair: it w
as

carefully planned and skillfully executed.

“H
e w

ho has no course plotted, no w
ind is favorable.”  —

A
ncient

C
hinese proverb.

H
e didn’t quit.  “E

xperience is the nam
e everyone gives his m

istakes.”
E

xperience is tough teacher because it alw
ays gives the exam

 first and
teaches the lesson afterw

ard.  If w
e turn our m

istakes into m
irrors, w

e’ll
see only ourselves.  If, by faith, w

e turn our m
istakes into w

indow
s, w

e’ll
see the L

ord and get the strength to keep trying.

H
e enlisted others and com

m
anded their respect.  T

rue leaders don’t
dem

and respect; they com
m

and it.  It takes stature m
ore than authority.

R
eal leaders don’t use people to build their authority; they use their

authority to build people.  H
e isn’t a hero; he m

akes them
.

A
 leader is one w

ho takes tw
ice a m

uch blam
e and half as m

uch credit.
Joshua qualifies on both counts.

Jo
sh

u
a’s M

essag
e

T
he practical m

essage of the B
ook of Joshua is that G

od keeps H
is

prom
ises and enables H

is servants to succeed if they w
ill trust H

im
 and

obey H
is W

ord.

T
he spiritual m

essage is that G
od has a rich inheritance for H

is children
now

, and they can claim
 it by faith (C

f. H
ebrew

 3 &
 4; and E

phesians).

D
ifferent kinds of people in the w

orld:

1)
M

ost: still in bondage in E
gypt.

2)
D

elivered, but w
andering in the w

ilderness of unbelief because
they w

on’t enter their inheritance by faith.
3)

O
thers prefer to live on the borders of the blessing.

4)
O

thers w
ho follow

 their Joshua (Y
ehoshua) and enter the P

rom
ised

L
and and claim

 their inheritance.

C
rossing the Jordan, spiritually, is not “dying and going to heaven.”  It’s

a picture of dying to self and old life and entering our spiritual inheritance
here and now

, enjoying the fullness of G
od’s blessing as w

e serve the
L

ord and glorify H
im

.  T
hat’s w

hat H
ebrew

s 4 calls “entering into H
is

rest.”

Joshua is not the key person in this book.  T
he L

ord is.  H
e is, indeed,

“the L
ord of all the earth” (Josh 3:11).  H

e keeps H
is prom

ises.

Joshua 3:5: “Sanctify yourselves: for tom
orrow

 the L
ord w

ill do w
onders

am
ong you.”

T
he G

od of Joshua lives.  B
ut w

here are the Joshuas?

[A
 m

ore detailed review
 of the allocation of the land to the 12 tribes is

included in a supplem
ental volum

e, T
he T

w
elve T

ribes, that could be
view

ed as “V
olum

e 2 of Joshua.”]
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