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The Book of Leviticus
Session 1

Introduction

Hereisabook that isostensibly of special interest only tothereligious
antiquarian. Most regard it with indifference or doubt, and it certainly
seems distant from any relevanceto our current horizon for most of us.
Soitmay comeasasurprisetodiscover that thereareanumber of Biblical
experts who regard the Book of Leviticus as the most important book
oftheBible! Dr. Samuel H. Kellogg, Dr. Albert C. Dudley, J. Vernon
McGee, etdl.

Ifitwerepossibleto get themessageof thisbookintotheheartsof all people
who aretrying to bereligious, all cultsand ‘isms would end.

J. Vernon McGee
What is the most important thing in the world? Holiness.

Hethat sees the beauty of holiness, or true moral good, sees the greatest
and most important thing in the world.
Jonathan Edwards

Holiness vs. Happiness. True happiness begins with holiness.

Follow peacewith all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord:
Hebrews 12:14

Blessed arethey which do hunger and thir st after righteousness: for they
shall befilled.
Matthew 5:6

If1 had my choiceof all theblessings| can conceiveof | would choose perfect
conformity to the Lord Jesus, or, in one word, holiness.
CharlesSpurgeon
[Would you make that choice?]
We want Jesus to solve our problems and carry our burdens, but we

don’twant Himto control our livesand changeour character. Eighttimes
God saidto Hispeople, “BeHoly, for | am Holy.”
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Key Verse(s): BeHaly, for | amholy.
Leviticus 11:44, 45

Applied to the New Testament Church:

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; Becauseit iswritten, Be ye holy; for | am holy.
1 Peter 1:15, 16

Holinessisn't aluxury: it’ sanecessity. It isnot “limited to the Jewsin
ancient Israel”: Leviticusinstructs New Testament Christians how to
appreciate holiness and appropriate it into their everyday lives.

Most frequent words:
Holy 94X in77 verses
Uncleanness 129X in96 verses

Five Basic Themes:?

1. A Holy God

Whatis“holiness’? Itistheprimary emphasisintheBible. Thisword
occurs 87 timesin this book.

And ye shall be holy unto me: for | the LORD am holy, and have severed
you from other people, that ye should be mine.
Leviticus20:26

TheHebrewwordfor “holy” usedin L eviticus, vdqg godesh, means*that
whichisset apart and marked off; that whichisdifferent; separateness;
apartness; sacredness.”

TheSabbathwasholy because God setit apart for Hispeople (Ex 16:23).
Thepriestswereholy becausethey wereset apart to minister totheL ord
(Lev 21:7-8). Their garmentswereholy and could not be duplicated for
commonuse(Ex 28:2). Thetithewasholy (L ev 27:30). Anythingthat God
said was holy had to be treated differently from the common things of
life

TheEnglishword*holy“ comesfromtheOld Englishword halig, which

means“to bewhole, to be healthy.” Therelated word “ sanctify” comes
from the Latin sanctis, which means* consecrated, sacred, blameless.”
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How didaHoly God reveal Himself and HisHoliness? Thereligionsof
the nations of Canaan (and the other regions aswell) were notoriously
immoral and involved occultic idols, temple prostitution, and the like.
(Thereligionsof Greeceand Romeweren’t muchbetter.) For thisreason,
God commanded His peopleto stay away from their altars and shrines
and to refuse to learn their ways.

Y ou never call any of the heathen deities“holy.” But the*Holy One of
Israel” isoneof themost oft-repeated namesof Y HWH in Scripture (30X
inlsaiah alone).

He aso gave them a Holy Law that contained both promises and
penalties, of whichthe Ten Commandmentsaretheessence(Ex 20:1-17).
It taught themright from wrong, defined thingsboth clean and unclean,
and outlined the penalties of disobedience.

In both declaration and demonstration, YHWH made it clear to the
peopleof Israel that Heisaholy God, righteousinall Hisworksand just
inall Hisjudgments.

The requirements of holinessis uncompromising. Near misses don’t
count. “ Thewagesof sinisdeath” (Rom 6:23), and“thesoul that sinneth,
itshall die” (Ezek 18:4).

Even Socrates recogni zed the paradox of aholy God:

It may be that Deity can forgive sins, but | don’t see how.
Socrates, 5008.c.

The Predicament of Man

“In hisfallen, degenerate condition, manislost.

Darkness, which he cannot dissipate, isall around him.

Stains of guilt, which he cannot wash out, are upon him.

The curse of condemnation stands written against him, beyond his
power to expunge it, or check it off.

A foul diseaseisfretting through al his nature, against which thereis
no earthly antidote or remedy.

Death and decay are on him, and cling to him as part of himself, and he
cannot cut loose from them.

Eternity itself, so far ashisown strength goes, can bring him only sorrow
and despair.

But God cometo usin this desperate estate, and proffers, through
Christ, an eternal deliverance.
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For darkness, He proposes to give us light.
For sin, He holds out to us the means of an effectual cleansing.
For condemnation, He tenders to us a present and full reprieve.
For all our ailments, He engages to work for us an abiding cure.
And for our corruption and death, He offers us glory and immortality.
In one word, He proposes to save us.
Restoration—complete restoration—is now proclaimed from the
heavensastheportion of thosewhowill receiveit through Jesus Christ.
It is ablessed proclamation.
Itis, indeed, Good News—glad tidings of great joy.
And this proclamation is the Gospel.”
Joseph A. Seiss

God’s Predicament

God hates sin, but Heloves sinners. And because Heloves sinners and
wants to forgive them, He provided a substitute to die in the sinner’s
place. Thewholesacrificial systemdeclaredtolsrael that asubstitution-
ary death would be required in the sinner’s place. All this was a
prefiguring of apromised Savior whowouldlay downHislifeforthesins
of theworld.

What isthe “ Gospel”? It is God’ s proclamation of a plan of mercy to
sinners.

Thevery definition of the* Gospel” isbuilt onthesevery specifications:

That Christ died for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures; And that hewas
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

1 Corinthians 15:3, 4

Thedeath of Jesus Christ wasnot atragedy; it wasan achievement. He
didn'tjustdie: Hefulfilledthemyriadsof precisespecificationsdetailed
inthe Scriptures. Theentiresacrificial system pointed toward thismost
significant event in the universe.

Sciencecantdll of God, seeHisfingerprintsthroughout the Creation, and
trace Hisfootstepseverywhere; but it cannot tell of any remedy for sin,
any Savior of thesoul, nor any peacefor theguilty. Itismoreimportant
for us to understand the laws of grace than the laws of nature.

[God has devoted only two chapters to the one, and over 500 to the
other.]

Page 7



2. A Holy Priesthood

The Jewish priesthood bel onged only to thetribe of Levi, thethird son
of Jacoband L eah (Gen 29:34; 35:23). Levi wasthefather of Gershom,
Kohath, andMerari (Gen46:11). Kohath’ sson Amramwasthefather of
Aaron, Moses, andMiriam (Num 26:58-59).

Aaronwasthefirst high priest and hismal edescendantsbecamepriests,
withthefirstborn sonineach generationinheriting the high priesthood.
(Youcouldn't beapriest unlessyou had L evi genes!) Every priest was
al evite, but notevery L evitewasapriest. Therest of themeninthetribe
of Levi were assigned to serve as assistants to the priests.

ThelL evitesweresubstitutesfor thefirstbornmalesinlsrael, al of whom
hadtobededicatedtothelLord (Ex 13:11-6; Num 3:12-13, 44-51).

David divided the thousands of L evitesinto 24 courses (thisisakey to
understanding the 24 Eldersinthe Book of Revelation). Thetitleof the
book, “Leviticus,” derives from “Levi” and means “pertaining to the
Levites.” They areonly mentioned once (Lev 25:32).

Thepriestshadtonot only comefromthetribeof Levi, but they alsohad
to be free of any physical defects, and not marry women whom God
disapproved (Lev 21, 22). They were subject to many special lawsfor
bathing, garments, and other details that did not apply to the common
people. Inevery way they wereset apart and, therefore, holy totheL ord.

TheL eviteswerein charge of the sanctuary, and during the wilderness
wanderingsthey carried thetent anditsfurnishingsfrom placeto place
(Num 1:47-54). They were responsible to guard the sanctuary (1 Chr
9:19); toteachthepeopletheLaw (Deut 33:8-11; Neh 8:7-9); and, tolead
theworshipersinpraising god (1Chr 28:28-32).

Under penalty of death: Only aholy priesthood could approach God' s
altar and be acceptable to serve God. If they weren't dressed properly
(Ex 28:39-43); if they didn’ twash properly (30:20-21); if they triedtoserve
while unclean (Lev 22:9); if they were careless with the Tabernacle
furnishings (Num 4:14, 20) ...they werein danger of death.

Jesusis, of course, our High Priest (Heb 9:25-26). Andevery truebeliever

inJesus Christisapriest of God, withtheprivilege of offering spiritual
sacrificesthrough Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2.5, 9).
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Inthe OT, God' speople had apriesthood; intheNT, God’ speopleare
apriesthood (Rev 1:6).

Through faith in Christ, we' ve been
« washed (1 Cor 6:9-11);
« clothed in Hisrighteousness (2 Cor 5:21);
« anointed by the Spirit (1 John 2:20, 27); and
* givenaccessinto Hispresence (Heb 10:19-20).

3. A Holy People

God’ spurposefor | sragl wasthat thenation be” akingdom of priestsand
aholy nation” (Ex 19:6). Everythingwaseither “ holy” (set apart for God' s
exclusiveuse) or “common.” “Common” thingswereeither “ clean” (the
people could use them) or “unclean” (it was forbidden to use them).

The laws governing marriage, birth, diets, personal cleanliness, the
quarantine of diseased persons, and the burial of the dead—whilethey
certainly involved hygienic benefits—were all reminders that God’'s
people couldn’t live any way they pleased.

They hadtolearnto“ put adifference between uncleanand clean” (Lev
10:10). Andtherewereceremonial provisionsfor cleansingandrepair of
failures...

When Israel started to live like pagans, they robbed God of Hisglory;
and the Lord had to chasten them.

Thefrailtiesof our owngeneticdefectsareprovidedfor if we, too, comply
with His provision for our inadequacies.

4. A Holy Land

A holy God wantsHispeopletoliveinaholy land. In Leviticus 18-27,
theword“land” isused 68times. Thesinsthat defilethelandinvitedivine
judgment: immorality (Chapter 18); idolatry (Chapter 19); capital crimes
(Chapter 20); blasphemy (Chapter 23); and, refusingto givethelandits
rest (Chapter 25).

When the people of Israel committed these sins, God had to chasten

them by allowing Babylon to destroy Jerusalem and take the people
captive(2Chr 34:14-21).
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The nations of theworld don’t have the same covenant relationship to
God that Israel has—not even the United States. But al are still
responsibleto obey Hismoral law and to use Hisgiftswisely (Amos 1-
2). Andwith our unigque heritagewe need to realizethat to whom much
isgiven, much will berequired. For along list of reasons, the United
Statesis overdue for judgment.

Rise and Fall of Nations

Theriseandfall of empires can be mapped by their treatment of God' s
chosen people. After the Spanish Inquisition tortured the Jews, the
Great Armadaof Spainwasdestroyed by the British; fromthat point on
Britannia, not Spain, ruled the waves.

When Great Britain abrogated the Balfour Declaration, causing Jewsto
goto concentration campsinstead of to theland promised to them, the
sun began to set on the British empire.

During WWII, the Germans built walls around the Jewish ghettos of
Europe; any Jew climbing over thewall to escapewas machine-gunned
todeath. Withinafew yearsawall wasbuilt around Berlin; any German
climbing over it was machine-gunned to death.

TheBerlinWall remained standing until thelast |eader of thegeneration
of Germansresponsiblefor the Holocaust wasdead. |mmediately after
thedeath of Rudolf Hessin Spandau Prison, theBerlinWall camedown.

[Thejudgment overdue on Americaispossibly being deferred because
of Gen12:2,3...]

| tremble for my country when | reflect that God isjust; that Hisjustice
cannot sleep forever.

Thomas Jefferson
5. A Holy Savior
Every detail in the Scriptures pointstoward Christ:
For the law having a shadow of good things to come...
Hebrews 10:1

Lo, | come: in the volume of the book it iswritten of me,
Psalm 40:7 (also quoted in Heb 10:7)
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Jesus emphasized that on the Emmaus Road:

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto themin
all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
Luke24:27

And again that evening in the upper room:

And he said unto them, These are thewordswhich | spake unto you, while
| was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which werewrittenin
thelaw of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

Luke24:44

And none are more fundamental than those that deal with His substitu-
tionary performanceon our behalf. Noamount of goodworksor religious
effortscanmakeasinner holy. Only theblood of JesusChrist cancleanse
usfromour sins(1Jn 1:7).

And only arisen, glorified Savior can intercede for us at the throne of
Godasour Advocate(1Jn2:1) and highpriest (Heb 8:1; Rom8:34). Just
as the nation of Israel had to beware of that which was unclean and
defiling, so also must believerstoday

...cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holinessin the fear of God.

2 Corinthians 7:1

The Occasion of the Book

The book begins with a Vav connective, i (“And"), which connects it
with the preceding book of Exodus.

In Genesiswe see man ruined.
In Exodus we see man redeemed by God.
In Leviticuswe see man worshiping God.

The Kingdom of God, rejected by corporate humanity in the founding
of theBabel world power, continued ontheearthinafew still-loyal souls
inthelineof Abrahamand hisseed. Now, at last, accordingto promise,
it had been formally and visibly reestablished on earth at Mt. Sinai.
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Thefundamental law of the kingdom contained in the Ten Command-
ments, and certain applicationsof the same, wasreceived and solemnly
covenanted to by | srael with the sprinkling of blood (Ex 24:3-7).

Y HWH thenissued the specificationsfor thebuilding of the Tabernacle
(“tent of meeting”), and the Shekinah cloud covered the Tabernacle,
manifesting the presence of the King of Israel.

Out of the Tabernacle, Y HWH now called unto M osesand delivered the
law aswe haveit in this book.

About 10weeksafter their deliverancefrom Egypt, thel sraglitesarrived
at Mt. Sinai (Ex 19:1). Moses erected the Tabernacle on the 1% day of
the1¥ month of the2™year of liberation (Ex 40:17); Ex 16-40 coversabout
9months(Num 9:1-5). TheBook of Numbersopenswithacensusbeing
taken on the 1% day of the 2" month of the 2™ year (Num 1:1). Thus,
Leviticus covers only about a month of Israel’s history.

Exodus Contrasted with Leviticus:

1]

In Exodus we see an offer of pardon;
Leviticusofferspurity.
In Exodus we have God' s approach to man;
L eviticus describe man’ s approach to God.
In Exodus Christ isthe Savior;
In LeviticusChrististhe Sanctifier.
In Exodus man’ squilt isprominent;
InLeviticusman’ sdefilement is prominent.
In Exodus God speaks out of Mt. Sinai;
In Leviticus He speaks out of the Tabernacle.
In Exodus man is made nigh unto God,;
In Leviticus man is kept nigh unto God.

Leviticus 1

And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle
of the congregation, saying,

The book opens with the Hebrew word, arqfi vayigara, which means

“andHecalled...” (Thisisthetitleof thebook inthe Hebrew text. The
Greek trand ators of the Septuagint devised thetitle Leviticusasit deals
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withinstitutionscommitted tothepriests, whowereof thetribeof Levi.
The Talmud, for similar reasons, callsit “the law of the priests.”)

TheChurchistheeklesia, the“ called out ones.” Thisisabook for those
who are called out: saved. Thus, it ismessage for us.

ItisGodthat isthedirect speaker onalmost every page. “ TheL ord spake
unto Moses’ directly. Thisisasserted 56 timesinthe27 chapters. Itis
moreentirely madeup of thevery wordsof theL ord than any other book
of theBible.[Moses: About 1/3 of the OT waswritten by thisremarkable
man. He was, and remains, the great Lawgiver and Historian of the
world.]

Authority

We won't trouble ourselves with the various theories and conjectures
of “higher criticism” (an oxymoronfromtheliberal seminaries). There
are those that quibble about possible redactory alterations during the
daysof Ezra, etc. (We'll take up someof theselater aswe get to them.)
Wewill simply takethemost authoritati veauthentication possible: That
of Jesus Christ Himself. He has spoken on this matter.

AstotheTorahingeneral, Hecalled it “the Law of Moses’ (Lk 24:44);
and He declared it to be such that “till heaven and earth pass away, not
onejot or onetittle shall in no wise pass away from the law, till al be
fulfilled” (Mt5:18). [ Couldthissomehow excludethebook of L eviticus?
Wasit aforgery, with 56 affirmations of itsMosaic origin and inspired
authority, and thus somehow excluded?]

Jesus said that if the Jews had believed Moses they would also have
believed Him (Jn 5:46, 47). WasHeincluding Leviticusasaforgery?
More specifically, when Jesus heal ed the lepers (Mt 8:4) He sent them
to the priests on the ground that Moses had commanded this in such
cases. Suchacommandisonly inLeviticus(Lev 14:3-10).

Injustifying Hisdisciplesfor plucking the ears of corn on the Sabbath
day, Healludesto the example of David, who ate the shew-bread when
hewasinflight from Saul, “whichwasnot lawful for himtoeat, but only
forthepriests’ (Mt12:4); thus, referringtoalaw foundonly inLeviticus
(Lev 24:9). This citation was only pertinent on the ground that the
prohibition of the shew-bread had the same inspired authority as the
obligation of the Sabbath.
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Jesusrefersto Moses as having renewed the ordinance of circumcision
(In7:22, 23), having been first given to Abraham; but thisrenewal is
recorded only in Leviticus (Lev 12:3). Our Lord Himself rests the
obligation of certain duties upon thefact that thislaw of Leviticuswas
arevelation from God to Moses for the children of Israel.

Jesus declared “that Moses wrote of Him” (Jn 5:46), and, as He high-
lighted ontheEmmausRoad, “ thethingsconcerning Himself” (Lk 24:27).

The defense rests...on the testimony of the Messiah Himself.
Leviticusisquoted over 100 timesinthe NT.

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

1 Corinthians 10:11

Now these things were our examples...
1 Corinthians 10:6

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
lear ning, that wethrough patienceand comfort of thescripturesmight have

hope.
Romans 15:4

All scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God, andisprofitablefor doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That theman
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.’
2Tim 3:16,17
Cf. 1Pet 1:10-12; Heb 11:13

Itisabook of worship. Sacrifices, ceremony, ritual, liturgy, instructions,
washings, convocations, holy days, observances, conditions, and
warningscomprisethisbook. Worship today isnolonger by ritual orin
aspecificplace(Jn4:21-24).

Thelaws of Leviticus constantly held before the | sraglite the absolute
holiness of God as the only standard of perfection.

There are three key emphasesin the Book of Leviticus:
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1) TheAwfulnessof Sin.

Blood ismentioned over 88 times.

Without the shedding of blood thereis no remission.
Hebrews 9:22

2) TheGraciousnessof God.

With equal clearnessit also proclaimsthat with the shedding of blood
therecanberemissionof sintoevery believing penitent. InGod’ sgrace,
He also provided for the remedies for their inevitable failures and
restoration.

3) TheSacrificeof Christ.

Apart fromany relation to the New Testament, the prescriptionsgivenin
Leviticus dwindle down to a burdensome round of uninviting and mean-
inglessceremonies, seemingly unworthy of sohighanorigin, or sosolemn
amethod of incul cation.

Joseph A. Seiss
Without the New Testament, the Old Testament closes with:

« Unexplained ceremonies(sacrificial rituals);
« Unachieved purposes (the covenants);
 Unappeased longings (poetical books);

« Unfulfilled prophecies.

The New Testament isin the Old Testament conceal ed;
The Old Testament isin the New Testament reveal ed.

Augustine

Relevance of this Book to Us Today

e Arevelation of the character of God. And God has not changed.

< Arevelation of the fundamental conditions of truereligion. The
spiritual truthsstill abide: thereisfor sinful mannocitizenshipinthe
kingdom of God apart from aHigh Priest and Mediator with a
propitiatory sacrificefor sin.

«  Beyond the self-offering of the worshiper of God stands the
constant testimony that it isonly through the shedding of blood not
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his own that man can have remission of sin. We can’t appreciate
Christ asthe solution until we understand the requirementswhich
had to be met.

The Sacrifices

“Atonement” occurs 45X inthisbook. It meansto “cover up.” One of
thekey versesin Leviticusis:

For thelife of thefleshisin the blood: and | have givenit to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it isthe blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul.

Leviticus17:11

Whilethe sacrificeswerecodified inthe Levitical system of the Torah,
the sacrificeswereinstituted as early asthe Garden of Eden when God
taught Adam and Evethat only by theshedding of innocent bloodwould
they becovered (Gen 3:21).

(It was through the failure to properly offer ablood sacrifice of faith,
rather than that of his own works from a cursed ground, that Cain
murdered hisyounger brother Abel.)

The shedding of animal blood couldn’t change aperson’ sheart or take
away sin (Heb 10:1-4). However, God did state that the sins of the
worshiper wereforgiven(Lev 4:20, 26, 31, 35; 5:10,13,16,18; 6:7). Hedid
thison the basis of, and in anticipation of, the sacrifice of Jesuson the
cross (Heb 10:5-14). [Like some people in churches today, Jewish
worshipers could merely go through the motions at the altar, without
putting their heart intoit; but thismeant that God had not truly forgiven
them (Ps50:8-14; 61:16-17; 1sa1:10-20; Micah 6:6-8). God doesn’ t want
our sacrifices: Hewants obedience from our hearts (1 Sam 15:22).]

Six basic offerings could be brought to the Tabernacle altar. They can
be classified in three categories:

The Commitment to God

These three speak of total dedication to the Lord.
TheBurnt Offering

TheGrainor Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
TheDrink Offering(Num15:1-10)
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The other three met specific needsin thelife of the worshiper and also
expressed sometruth about the person and work of Jesus Christ, God's
perfect sacrifice:

The Communion with God

TheFelowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering

The Cleansing from God

TheSin Offering
TheGuilt (“ Trespass,” KJV) Offering

These offerings are detailed in the first seven chapters.

The consecration of the priests, detailed in Chapters 8, 9, and 10, will
reveal how shallow and inadequate is our thinking on Christian conse-
cration. Thediet God providedfor Hispeopl ein Chapter 11 washygienic
and therapeutic, and contains much spiritual food for our souls.

God’ sattitudestoward motherhood—andwomanhood—areprofiledin
Chapter 12.

The prominence given to leprosy and itstreatment—as atype of sin—
is detailed in Chapters 13-15. The cleansing of the leper finds its
fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Christ as typified in the
unusual sacrificeof thetwobirds. If weareto escapethe defilement of
sin in this world we need to now a great deal about the death and
resurrection of Christ and the application of it to our own lives.

The Day of Atonement—Yom Kippur—is a complete portrait of the
sacrificeof Christin Chapter 16.

Therole of the Brazen Altar highlights the essential characteristics of
the Crossin Chapter 17.

Chapters 18-22 reveals how the minute details of the daily lives of the
humanfamily areto beinvolved withHim. Godwantstobeinvolvedin
your business, your family life, andyour social life. Wemust bewarelest
we shut Him out of our lives.

They say that aJew’ s catechismishiscalendar, and the feasts detailed
in Chapter 23 furnishes the prophetic program of God' s agendafor all
time.
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Chapters 24-27 furnish an interpretation of the Promised Land, its
checkered history, and an insight into its future prominence in God's
program. Itisespecially timely inview of theinternational meddling and
controversies over Israel’s right to the land which dominates global
politics today.

Our Hermeneutics

TheEpistletothe Hebrewslaysdown the principlesuponwhichweare
tointerpret Leviticus. The examples of typesthere furnishamodel for
our guidanceto other cases. (Allegories, types, etc. provenothing, but
they do declare and open a text that it may be better perceived and
understood.)

Thetypical character of the ordinancesis affirmed that the Tabernacle
wasan“ exampleand shadow of theheavenly things’ (Heb 8:5); andthe
sacrifices prefigured “ better sacrificesthan these,” even the one offer-
ing of Himwho* put away sinby thesacrificeof Himself” (Heb 9:23, 26);
and that the holy times and sabbati c seasons of the law were“ ashadow
of thingstocome” (Col 2:16, 17).

And yet there' sstill moreto befulfilled: We have seenthe “type” of
the day of atonement fulfilled in the entering into heaven of our great
High Priest; but inthetype He came out again to blessthe people. Has
that been fulfilled? Has He yet proclaimed absolution of sin to guilty
Israel ? How about the Feast of Trumpets and that of theingathering at
full harvest?How about that consummatetypeof all, theyear of Jubilee?

Leviticus looks forward to a glorious future yet to come, with the
reguirementsof holinessfully metin Him.

Fastenyour seat belts! 1t sgoingtobeanexcitingand highly privileged
excursion!

* * *

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Why dosomescholarshold Leviticusasoneof the most important
intheBible?

2 What is meant by “holiness’?
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4

9

Charles Spurgeon claimed: If | had my choiceof all the blessings|
can conceive of | would choose perfect conformity to the Lord
Jesus, or, inoneword, holiness. Have you made that choice? How
are you implementing that decision?

Summarizethefive basic themesin Leviticusin your own words.
Explainthebasic paradox of God’ spredicament.

Definethe”Gospel.” How isit distinctivefrom all other religious
declarations?

Explainthevariouswaysthat L eviticusisafollow-up to the Book
of Exodus.

Explain how the Hebrew name for the book includes the Church
today.

Listthesix basictypesof sacrificesand explaintheir principal role.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

D

2

4

What isthe most important thing in the universe? Explain why.

Why isthe Book of Leviticusimportant to ustoday? If the
ordinances don't apply to us, why is the book relevant to us?

Discuss the various ways that the Old Testament isincomplete
without the New Testament as part of the “ package.”

Discussthevariouswaysthat L evitical conceptsappear in Genesis.
What do these indications imply?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

D

2

Compilealist of infractionsthat carried thedeath penalty in I srael.
Compile alist of authentications of the Torah by Jesus Christ.

Compilealist of referencesthat indi catethat the L evitical concepts
werein placein Genesis.
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4) Exploretheevidencesthat the Sabbath day wasinstituted prior to
thegiving of the Law to Israel. What doesthat imply for today, in
anything?

Preparation for Next Session:

Study Leviticus1-7. Read Genesis4:1-13.

Session 2
Leviticus 1 (cont.)
argw vayigara
“and He called...”

It may be that Deity can forgive sins, but | don’t see how.
Socrates, 500B.c.

Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.
John 1:29

Here, inthisbook entitled, “ The Called,” we will discover, encased in
these ancient ritual s, the most fundamental and essential truthinGod's
program. Widely ignored, even by diligent studentsof God’ sWord, this
profound book was included in Paul’ s observation:

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
lear ning, that wethrough patienceand comfort of thescripturesmight have
hope.

Romans 15:4

It was also included by the Lord Himself when He pointed out:

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.

Matthew 4:4

And it dealswith very core of God' s plan of redemption for each oneof us.
The Sacrifices

Whilethe sacrificeswerecodified inthe Levitical system of the Torah,
the sacrificeswereinstituted as early asthe Garden of Eden when God
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taught Adam and Evethat only by the shedding of innocent bloodwould
they becovered (Gen 3:21).

Itwasthroughhisfailureto properly offer ablood sacrificeof faith, rather
thanthat of hisownworksfromacursed ground, that Cain murdered his
younger brother Abel (Gen 4).

One of thekey versesin Leviticusis,

For thelife of thefleshisin the blood: and I have givenit to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it isthe blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul.

Leviticus17:11

“ Atonement” occurs45X inLeviticus; it means*“to cover,” notremove.
Blood isthe substance of life; assinisthe forfeiture of life.

...without shedding of blood is no remission.
Hebrews 9:22

The shedding of animal blood couldn’t change a person’ sheart or take
away sin (Heb 10:1-4). However, God did state that the sins of the
worshiperwereforgiven(Lev 4:20, 26,31, 35; 5:10, 13, 16, 18; 6:7). Hedid
this on the basis of, and in anticipation of, the sacrifice of Jesuson the
cross(Heb10:5-14).

Six basic offerings could be brought tothe Tabernaclealtar. They each
teach us something essential about Christ and His sacrifice on our
behalf. They can be classified in 3 categories:

The Commitment to God
TheBurnt Offering
TheGrainor Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
TheDrink Offering(Num15:1-10)
These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met
specific needsinthelife of theworshiper and al so expressed sometruth
about our relationship with Him.

The Communion with God

TheFelowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering
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The Cleansing from God

TheSin Offering
TheGuilt (“Trespass,” KJV) Offering

Theseofferingsaredetailedinthefirst seven chapters; wewill beginwith
the most basic:

The Burnt Offering

Thisisthe oldest offering known to man. It was the offering of Abel,
Noah, and Abraham. Itismentioned first becauseof itsprominenceand
priority.

Theburnt offering isthe offering mentioned up to thetimeof Leviticus;
it wastheonly offering made by thosewho wanted an approach to God.
The burnt sacrifice, called hl[ olah in Hebrew, means “that which
ascends.” Itliterally went upin smoke—it wastotally consumed onthe
altar; nothing remained but ashes. Thisreveals that the burnt offering
iswhat God seesin Christ: in Leviticus 1:9, 13, & 17, the sacrificeisa
“sweet savour unto the Lord.”

“ Sweet-smelling savour” : Literally, xixy-xyr reyach niychoach, “ savour
of rest,” a soothing, quieting, tranquillizing scent, fragrance, aroma,
odour, staying Hiswrath and calming His soul.

Andwalkinlove, asChrist also hath loved us, and hath given himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Ephesians 5:2

Cf. Therest after theFlood: Genesis8:21. [Our new beginningin Christ
wasontheanniversary of thenew world (Gen 8:4), whicha sobeganon
the 17" day of Nisan, three days after our Passover was offered!]

God issaying that Heis satisfied with what Jesus did for your sinsand
mine. Jesus has paid it al for you and that He can save you to the
uttermost if you will put your trust in Him. The question is, Are you
satisfied with that?

It had to involve death. It is not the spotless life of Christ and our
approval of Himthat savesus. Only Hisdeath cansavethesinner: This
isthevery definition of the Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4).
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Leviticus 1

And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle
of the congregation, saying,

The book opens with the Hebrew word, arg'i vayigara, which means
“andHecalled....” Thisisthetitle of the book in the Hebrew text. The
Greek trandlatorsof the Septuagint devised thetitleLeviticusasit deals
withinstitutionscommitted tothepriests, whowereof thetribeof Levi.
The Talmud, for similar reasons, callsit “the law of the priests.”

TheChurchistheeklesia, the“ called-out ones.” Thisisabook for those
who are called out—saved: Thus, it isa message for us.

ItisGodthat isthedirect speaker onalmost every page. “ TheL ord spake
untoMoses” directly. Thisisasserted 56 timesinthe 27 chapters. This
book is more entirely made up of the very words of the Lord than any
other book of theBible.

“Out of the Tabernacle”: God is no longer speaking from the top of
Mount Sinai in thunder and lightning. As soon asthe Tabernacle was
set up, He called to Moses from the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies.

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring
an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of
the herd, and of the flock.

“If any man...” means“whosoever will may come.”

Twotypesof animal swereusedintheburnt offering: Animalsof theherd
are cattle; of the flock are sheep. Excluded were animals of prey and
carnivorous animals. Animals that live by the death of others could
never typify Christ,whocametogiveHislifearansomfor many. A further
restriction was that the animal must be a clean animal and it must be
domesticated. It could not be taken in the hunt. Only that which was
valuable and dear to the owner could be offered because it prefigures
Christ. God spared not His own Son.

Each of these were horned animals, which traditionally symbolized

power, honor and authority. Christ suffered onthe Cross, but the Father
suffered in heaven.
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Thefinal restriction was that the animal was one that was obedient to
man: Christ wasthe obedient servant. Hecameto minister and Hewas
obedient unto death.

There are six partsto the blood ritual:

The Presentation;

The Laying on of the Hand;

TheKillingof theVictim;

The Sprinkling of the Blood;

The Burning;

[TheSacrificial Meal (omittedinthisone).]

NN NSNS NS

(Each offering typewill have distinctivesin each of thesethat relateto
itsparticular signification.)

If hisoffering beaburnt sacrificeof theherd, et him offer amal ewithout blemish:
he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation beforethe LORD.

Thesacrificeisto beamale, and without blemish. This, too, speaks of
theSecond Adam, Christ (1Jn3:5; 1 Pet 2:22; 2 Cor 5:2; Heb 7:26; Mt 3:17).
It must bewithout blemish; themost perfect of itskind. God claimsthe
best that we have. Itisimpossibletoinducepurity by anythingimpure.

[Thiswill bedifferentinthe peaceofferings, which typify the effects of
Christ’ ssacrificeonthereceiver, whichmay beimperfectly experienced
by the sinner, even though the work itself is perfect.]

“Heshall offeritof hisownvoluntary will”: Theofferorwouldbringthe
victim himself. The Hebrew phrase rendered “ of hisvoluntary will” is
better rendered “that he may be accepted beforethe Lord.”* By doing
so he signified his acceptance of God’ s gracious arrangements on his
behalf. No one can do for another.

Also, thiswasfreewill withavengeance: thisisequivalentto* If any man
thirst,lethimcome...” (Jn7:37). Anyonecancometo Christif hechooses
tocome. Youdon'thavetocometo Christ. Butif youwant tobesaved,
thenyouwill havetocometo Christ; there’ snoother way (Jn 14:6; Acts
4:12).

[Y oumay think thatisdogmaticand narrow. Itis. Butitworks; nothing
elsewill ]
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The door of the Tabernacle was the only way in. If you want to come
to God, then you must come thisone way because God has established
thisasthe only way! He made the place; He writesthe rules.

Y ou cannot cometo God on the basi sof your own “righteousness’ (Isa
64:6; Tit 3:5). Y oumust cometo Himon Histerms, not ours. Y ou can't
work forit. Youcan't buy it. Butitisfreefor the receiving—through
faithinChrist.

And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be
accepted for him to make atonement for him.

Thiswas an act of designation:

Thissymbolized a transfer, according to God’ s merciful provision, of an
obligation to suffer for sin, from the offeror to the innocent victim.
Henceforth, the victim stood in the offeror’s place, and was dealt with
accordingly.

S. H. Kellogg

Theofferor wasconfessingthat hedeservedtodie. Thelittleanimal was
dying a substitutionary death in the place of the offeror. That's what
Christdidfor us. Whenyoudesignate Himasyour Savior, Hetakesyour
placeinyour stead (2 Cor 5:21; Rom 4:25). The Hebrew word here, %ms
samak, meansto lean heavily or rest upon another (Cf. Ps88:7).

Atonement simply meansto cover, not toremove; it occurs45X inthis
book.

For itisnot possiblethat the blood of bullsand of goats shoul d take away
sins.
Hebrews 10:4

Only the Lamb of God can removesin.

Theofferor, havingleft hissins, conveyedtothevictim, now stepsaside.
Thisisall of hispart. Thetreatment of thevictimis God's part.

Thisoffering was done publicly. Hewent down to the tabernacle, and
theanimal wasslaininapublic act.

Thesinner needsto confessChrist publicly. Thisistheprimary meaning
of baptismtoday. Baptism means*“tobeidentifiedwith.” 1t symbolizes
anidentity with Christ’ sdeath, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-4).
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The Ritual

5]

Likesomepeopl einchurchestoday, Jewishworshiperscould merely go
through the motions at the altar, without putting their heart into it; but
thismeant that God had not truly forgiventhem (Ps50:8-14; 61:16-17; Isa
1:10-20; Micah 6:6-8). God doesn’'t want our sacrifices. He wants
obediencefromour hearts(1 Sam 15:22). But thereismuchtolearnfrom
thedetailshere(Rom 15:4).

And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons,
shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is
by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Having “transferred” his obligation to suffer for his sins, the sinner
wouldbring hisofferingtotheentranceof thetabernaclewherehewould
be met by apriest. The sinner himself would slay thevictim. (Thereis
anexceptioninvv.14, 15).

For the wages of sinis death...
Romans 6:23

Theinnocent died for the guilty. The model is quite clear:

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring usto God, being put to death intheflesh, but quickened by the

Soirit:
1 Peter 3:18

There has been much discussion about just who is responsible for the
death of Christ. They typically indictthereligiousleaders, the Jews, the
Romans, etc. If youwant to blamesomeone, blameme! Itwasmy fault.
Andyours. Itwasour sinswhich put Himonthat Cross. Only theblood
of Christ can cleanseusfromall sin.

After the slaying of the victim, the priest took over by sprinkling the
blood about the altar. The blood represented life and the sprinkling
presented it to God. (The term for sprinkling isqrz” zarag, to scatter
abundantly in large quantities.)

[We, too, leaveit to our heavenly Priest to act in our behalf with God.]

God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33): all had to be done
decently and in order.
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The offering was to be cut into pieces so that it might be exposed and
more easily consumed by fire.

And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces.

Flayed: totally uncovered; acompl eteundoing; withno protectionfrom
God' sview.

Theinner life of the Lord Jesus has been open for inspection for almost
2,000years; Hehasbeen examined morethanany other person. Andstill
the question continues: “Whom do men say that | the Son of Man am?”

“Into his pieces’: a deliberate and systematic procedure; each stroke
relentl ess, determined.

And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay thewood
in order upon the fire:

Andthepriests, Aaron’ ssons, shall lay the parts, the head, and thefat, in order
upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:

The head and the fat: one inward; the other outward.

But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be asthe
fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.

Psalm 37:20

But hisinwardsand hislegsshall hewash inwater: and the priest shall burn all
onthealtar, to beaburnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of asweet savour
unto the LORD.

Again, “inwards’ and “legs’: theinward and outward. We cannot give
our bodiesto God and reserve our hearts. The whole man must go, or
nothing.

Fear not themwhichkill thebody, but arenct abletokill thesoul: but rather
fear himwhich is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 10:28
“Washed” ? Prefiguring thejust for the unjust: Christ taking our place.
“All” burnt: Herein the burnt offering, everything was consumed: the

sinews, horns, bones, hoof, the wool on the sheep’s head, the hair on
the goat’s beard, etc.
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Andif hisoffering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a
burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it amale without blemish.

Herealambisspecifically included.

...Heisbrought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearersis dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
Isaigh 53:7

And heshall kill it ontheside of thealtar northward beforethe LORD: and the
priests, Aaron’'s sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar.

(The Cross, and the garden tomb, was on the north side of the city. See
our notes appended to Session 5.)

Andheshall cut it into his pieces, with hishead and hisfat: and the priest shall
lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:

The defensel ess victim |eft without a covering...

But heshall washtheinwardsand thelegswith water: and the priest shall bring
itall, and burnit uponthealtar: itisaburnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

Cutinpiecesandtotally exposed. Thesacrificeisnow totally disfigured;
amass of disjointed bones and mangled flesh.

...His visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than
the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations...
Isaigh 52:14, 15

Fire represents the resistless power of God, which:
sometimes destroys (Deut 9:3),
sometimes cleanses,
sometimespurifies(Mal 3:3), and
sometimesconsumes(Deut 4:24; Heb 12:29).

Thissacrificespeakstothetotal commitment of Christto God. Absolute
consecration.

Thereasonthereisso much that isphony in Christian serviceisthat we

arenot serving God unlesswearel etting Him cleanseand purify our life.
We have forgotten this matter of holiness today.
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Of Fowls
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15]

16]
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Andif theburnt sacrificefor hisofferingtothe LORD beof fowls, then heshall
bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

Poverty wasno excusefor not bringing an offeringto God. A bird could
be substituted for the more expensive animal. (Joseph and Mary did.)

TheHebrew wordis hnithynB, ben yonah, “ sons of thedove.” This, too,
hadtobeamale. (Thedoveafter the Flood brought theolive branch, the

message of peace...)

And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, and wring off his head, and burn it
on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the altar:

...Awful violence done to one so pure, so tender, and so lovely.

...He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
Isaiah 53:9

And he shall pluck away his crop with hisfeathers, and cast it beside the altar
on the east part, by the place of the ashes:

Thecrop, containing thefood, seemsto be considered unclean because
itisan emblem of appetites. Thefeathersare removed becausethey are
acovering to the dove.

Andheshall cleaveit withthewingsthereof, but shall not divideit asunder: and
the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it
isaburnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of asweet savour untothe LORD.

Thecleaving, [sv’ shaca, implies a separation that is not complete; a
dislocation, not adisruption of the parts; asis explained in the clause,
“but shall not divide it asunder.”

For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone
of him shall not be broken.
John 19:36

Cf.Ex12:46; Num 9:12; Ps22:14; 34:20. Thesweet savor wasthereason
for the sacrifice. And thisiswhat God seesin Christ.
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The Whole of it Was Burned

Thisritual wasan outward rite corresponding to aninward experience:
it was an act of worship.

Itisnot so much Christ representing His peoplein atoning death—that
will come later—as it is Christ representing His people in perfect
consecration and entire self-surrender to God. In a word, perfect
obedience.

Hehasbecomeour perfect Exampl e of what consecrationto Godreally
is. Later, in Chapter 6, we'll also review some special offering require-
ments for the priests. We will discover that the burnt offering was not
occasional, it was continuous!

“Each morning we should imitatethe priest of old in putting away all that
might dull theflame of our devotion, and, morning by morning, whenwe
arise, and evening by evening, when we retire, by a solemn act of self-
consecration give ourselves anew unto the Lord.”?

We need to understand God's heart; Leviticus gives an essentia
glimpse. He changes not.

Conclusion

Wefind thedistinctionsbetween clean and uncleanin Noah’ sday (Gen
7.2ff; 8:20). Wefind, in Abraham’ sday, theheifer, thegoat, theturtleand
thepigeon (Gen 15:9), and themention of “ commandments, statutes, and
laws’ (Gen 26:5), parallel toLev 26:46. Wethen begintorecognizethat
these fuller instructionsin Leviticus are simply the expansion of what
Adam first received when he had to leave Eden.

Some think that sin is nothing; that God is too good and merciful to
punishit. Why hasGod chosen such awful illustrations of Hisconsum-
ingwrathuponit? Why hasHeHimself ordained so much blood, death-
agony, and burning, astheonly meansof coveringit? Why didHeleave
His own Son to such unspeakable suffering when found among the
guilty? Did God fail tolove his Sonin that dreadful extremity?

If the stroke invoked by sin so overwhelmed the soul of Himwhose voice
could hushthestormand stop theocean’ shillows, yeadriveout devilsand
raisetheputrid dead; what shall bethy portion, hel plessmortal, whenthat
stroke comesto bevisited on thee? If God did not spare Hisown Son from
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an immolation like this, how can He spare you in your impenitence and
unbelief?
JA. Seiss

Thereyet remains one other particular to be noticed with regard to this
atoning offering: the perfect freedom with which any and everyone
might avail himself of itsbenefits. Itwasnot confinedtoany special time,
and demanded no specific precedent eventsor thelike: thenotionof “his
own voluntary will” (v.3) was paramount.

Sonow, let’ sget per sonal:

God sees Christ astheonly Onewho can satisfy Himfor yousins. Have
youseen Himlikethat? Do you havethesacrifice of Christ betweenyou
and your sins? Has His blood been shed that you might live? Have you
trusted Him today? Areyou still trying to bring your little puny self and
your trite goodness to offer to atruly holy God?

Godwon't takethat. Heonly acceptswhat Christ hasdonefor you and
He counts the righteousness of Christ as your righteousness. He made
this place; Hewritestherules.

Thisbook of Leviticusisfor the people of God. Thosethat are saved.
Y ou areonly aheartbeat from eternity. Trust Him right now and live!

* * *

In the next session, we'll take up the grain or meal (“meat,” KJV)
offerings.

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Why wasthe offeror the one who slew the animal ?
2 Why did he lay on his hands first?
3 Describethesignificanceof each of thefivestepsintheritual of the

burnt offering from both an Old Testament and a New Testament
perspective.
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4)  What did John the Baptist meanswhen heintroduced Jesusas*“the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of theworld” (Jn 1:29)?

5 What isthedefinition of the Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4)?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Why isdeath necessary in dealing with sin?

2 Why will there be sacrifices during the Millennium? Wasn't
Christ’s sacrifice once-and-for-all and thus sufficient?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Sketch an annotated diagram of the Tabernacle, detailing therole
and nature of each of the elements.

2 Listthe various evidences that seem to support the recent discov-
ery that thereal Mt. Sinai isin Arabia, rather than the traditional
location.

3 Explaintherelationship between Genesis8:4 and theresurrection
whichoccurredonthe3“day after Passover (the 14" of Nisan). Note

Exodus 12:2 establishes a second calendar, making Nisan the 18 r
ather than the 7" month.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read L eviticus Chapters2 - 7. Review Hebrews.
Notes:

1. Kellogg, p.49.
2. Kellogg, p.71.
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Session 3
Leviticus 2 & 3
Meal and Peace Offerings

Review
Six basic offerings could be brought tothe Tabernaclealtar. They each

teach us something essential about Christ and His sacrifice on our
behalf. They can be classified in three categories:

1) The Commitment to God
TheBurnt Offering
TheGrainor Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
[TheDrink Offering(Num15:1-10)]
These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met
specific needsinthelife of theworshiper and al so expressed sometruth
about our relationship with Him.
2) The Communion with God
TheFelowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering
3) The Cleansing from God

TheSin Offering
TheGuilt (“Trespass,” KJV) Offering

In this session we will explore the Grain or Meal Offering and the
Fellowship (or “ Peace”) Offeringin LeviticusChapters2 & 3.

Introduction

Inthe Book of Daniel wefind aninteresting divisionin terminology:

...Heshall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease...
Daniel 9:27

Here reference is made to two great divisions: Sacrifices with, and
without, blood.
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Thewordsaremoreexactly, “Heshall causethe sacrificesand the[hxm
michah] meat [or meal] offeringtocease.” (Alsosoin1Sam 3:14; Psalm
40:6.)

“Meat offering”: so called by the KJV trandators because the greater
part of it was used for food; the term today would be better “meal
offering.” It representsthe offeror’ s person and property, hisbody and
his possessions.

When hehad, by theburnt offering obtained full acceptancefor hissoul,
he comes next to give up his whole substance to the Lord who has
redeemed him.

The meal offering was generally presented along with some animal
sacrifice to demonstrate the connection between the pardon of sin and
devotiontothelLord. AccordingtoExodus?29, during theordination of
the priests, it was not allowable to present a burnt offering without
accompanyingit withameal offering.

Themomentwearepardoned, all that weareandall that wehave, become
the property of Christ.

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
isinyou, whichyehaveof God, andyearenot your own? For yearebought
withaprice...

1 Corinthians 6:19

Our Kinsman-Redeemer first buysRuth, theM oabitessherself, and next
Heclaimsalsothefieldandinheritance. Thetypewhichwastorepresent
thisdedi cation of body and property wasonethat had noblood invol ved:
for blood isthelife or soul, which has already been offered.

Thisfundamental distinction seemsto haveexisted asearly asthe days
of Adam. Cain’ soffering of first fruitsmight have been acceptable as
a “meal offering” if it had been founded upon a slain lamb and had
followed as a consequence from that sacrifice.

Caindid not havefaithinthe Seed of the Woman, therefore hisoffering
was hateful to God. He attempted to present himself and his property
to God asif they had been under no curse and needed to blood first to
wash them. He sought to be accepted by hisown holinessand wasthus
sidestepping the provision of salvation by Christ!
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Sanctification Before Justification?

1

Actsof charity, substituted for Christ’s compl eted work, asameans of
pacifying the conscience, make up precisely thissin of Cain! (Cf. Heb
11:4).

Nor arethey less mistaken who think that by self-denial, and by doing
good to othersintheir life and conduct, to obtain favor and acceptance
beforeGod. Thisisequivalenttoofferingthemeal offeringbeforebeing
cleansed by theburnt offering. This, tragically, isattemptingto sidestep
the blood of the Lamb!

The meal offering was presented daily, along with the morning and
evening sacrifice, teaching usto giveall that wehave—not by irregular
impulse on scattered interrupted occasions—but daily.

Thechief application, of course, isto Christ Himself: inall Hiswork of
obedience: soul and body.

Take eat, thisis my body...
Mt 26:26; 1 Cor 11:24

Finewheat, pure, unspotted; bakedinsuffering... He, too, istheUltimate
Example: offeringall Hispossessionsinheavenand earth, all presented
to, and accepted by the Father.

Thencomeththeend, whenHeshall havedelivered up thekingdomto God,
eventheFather; when Heshall haveput downall ruleand all authority and
power. For Hemust reign, till He hath put all enemiesunder hisfeet. The
last enemythat shall bedestroyedisdeath. For Hehath put all thingsunder
Hisfeet. (ButwhenHesaithall thingsareput under Him, itismanifest that
Heisexcepted, which did put all thingsunder Him.) And when all things
shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son al so Himsel f be subject unto
Himthat put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

1 Corinthians15:24-28

Leviticus 2
The Meal Offering

And when any will offer ameat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be
of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon:
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Fineflour: tls soleth, not the coarser xmq gemach; sifted well. Not
lessthan 1/10th of anephah (5:11); inmost casesmuchmore(Num7:13).
It wastaken from the best of their fields, and cleansed from the bran by
passing through the sieve. Therich seemto haveoffereditintheform
of fineflour, whiteas snow, heaping it up on asilver bowl inaprincely
manner.

It thus formed a type of man’s self and substance, dedicated to God,
when made pure by the blood of sacrifice that had removed his sin.

Theoil: denoted settingit apart. Jacobused oil at Bethel in setting apart
hisstonepillow tocommemoratehisvision (Gen 28:18); every priestand
king wasthus set apart for hisoffice. Oil also speaks of the Holy Spirit
as He sets apart as He pleases for any office.

Thiswasnot commonoil, but theoil of unction, or holy ail. It wasmade
to specific directions: of pure myrrh, sweet cinnamon, sweet calamus,
cassia, andoliveail (Ex 30:23-25).

Frankincense: (wasmadewithaspecial formula(Ex 30:34)). Itdenotes
the acceptableness of the offering. Asaflower or plant—the rose of
Sharon or thebalm of Gilead—it wouldinduceany passingtravel er to
stoop down and regal e himsel f with their fragrance; so thetestimony of
Christ’ swork to the character of the Godhead. Cf. Song 4:6; Est 2:12.
Also, cf. 1sabl:1; Ps45:7; Heb 9:14. Oneof theprophetic giftsof theMagi,
speaking to His office as Priest.

[Satan desired Peter to be sifted aswheat (Luke 22:31)...]

Andheshall bringit to Aaron’ s sonsthe priests: and he shall take thereout his
handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense
thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the atar, to be an
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD:

“All the Frankincense thereof” = to express compl ete acceptance.

“Thememoria of it” =the part for thewhole, asif bringing the offeror
into God’ sremembrance; we need not detail the dedi cation of our body
and property, but a part is an earnest of the whole. Cf. Acts 10:4,
Corndlius “prayersandams’ arecaleda“ memorial” ; aspecimen of the
wholeman'’ sdedication. Hewasalready accepted; hismeal offeringwas
the dedication of his self and substance, acknowledged by God by the

gift of more light and opportunity.
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Andtheremnant of themeat offering shall be Aaron’ sand hissons': itisathing
most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.

It is declared “most holy;” we are assured of the true and thorough
acceptance of dedicated things, when onceweareforgiven. We should
regard every member of our body, and everything we possess, as
belonging to God “Y e are not your own.”

And if thou bring an oblation of ameat offering baken in the oven, it shall be
unleavened cakesof fineflour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafersanointed
with oil.

Just as there were alternatives in regards the burnt offerings (fouls as
well asother animals), therewere also diversities of form here: For the
rich, fineflour from thefinest of the wheat; otherwise, ameal offering
baked in the oven; larger cakes had oil mingled through them; smaller
wafers had oil on them. The oil that sets apart must not be omitted.

Always unleavened. Leaven symbolized sin: corruption at work; it
corruptsby puffingup! [Grudgingly, restlessness, impatience, etal., are
offeringswithleaven...]

And if thy oblation be ameat offering baken in apan, it shall be of fine flour
unleavened, mingled withoil.

Having no oven, bakenin thefire-plate, or pan; or, at least, prepared in
afryingpan (Cf. 1Chr 23:29). God excusesnone, of whatever rank, from

dedicating themselves and their substance to Him. Thewidow cast her
lasttwomites(Mk 12:42-44).

Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering.
The division into pieces suggest that every part of our substance isto
begivenup. Wemust allow Godtodivideand appropriateasHepleases.

Each part must be anointed with oil.

And if thy oblation be ameat offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be made
of fine flour with ail.

Thefrying pan (Arabic: Tagen) indicated poverty.

And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is made of these things unto the
LORD: and whenit is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto the altar.
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The priest will not despise the lesser offerings.

And the priest shall take from the meat offering amemorial thereof, and shall
burnit uponthealtar: it isan offering made by fire, of asweet savour unto the
LORD.

The"“memoria” (v.2) istobedoneasmuchinthepoorer aswiththefine
flour. Thereisno virtuein size or in quality of the thing.

Cf. Paul”s"sweet smell” of the poor Philippians’ generous gifts (Phil
4:18).

And that whichisleft of the meat offering shall be Aaron’sand hissons': itis
athing most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.

Cf. v.3. Wecannot say “I give myself tothe Lord,” and then do aswe
please. The Lord takes usat our word. We are no more our own.

No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with
leaven: for yeshall burn noleaven, nor any honey, inany offering of theLORD
made by fire.

Leavenindicatesthe corruption of sin; itisthe opposite of salt. Honey
was forbidden because it turns to sourness and leads to fermentation.

Asfor the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but
they shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour.

They arenot burnt. Christ, thefirstfruits,isnow glorified; Hissuffering
is done.

Andevery oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt
thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat
offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.

Salt purifies, preserves, and keeps wholesome. It indicates corruption
has been removed and prevented. Salt was also an emblem of abiding
friendship. Nearly every important contract wasratified by the eating
together of theparties. “ Thecovenant of salt” (Num 18:9; 2 Chr 13:5; cf.
Mk 9:43-50). [vs. Lot'swifeturningaway?|

And if thou offer ameat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, thou shalt
offer for the meat offering of thy firstfruits green earsof corn dried by thefire,
even corn beaten out of full ears.
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Earsof corn: afigureof Christ (John 12:24). (The Hebrew ImrK karmel
intimates ears of the best kind.)

Driedbyfire: Cf. Ps22:14; 102:4.

Andthoushalt put oil uponit, andlay frankincensethereon: itisameat offering.
Andthepriest shall burnthememorial of it, part of the beaten corn thereof, and
part of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof: it is an offering made
by fire unto the LORD.

Thesmokeand fragrance ascend to heaven; all isaccepted: Christfirst,
and then each of His people.

[TheDrink Offering. Numbers15:1-11. Not offered by itself alone. It
was" strongwinepoureduntotheLord” (Num28:7). Itwasnot observed
until they cameto Canaan. AndintheMillennium. Cf. Ezek 45:17.]

Leviticus 3
The Peace Offerings
(Shalom; Fellowship)

Therewill bestriking similaritieswiththeburnt offering, and alsosharp
contrastsaswell. All bloody sacrificesrepresent Christ in hischaracter
of anexpiation. Thedifference hereisthat thisclassof offeringsfocuses
more on the results, and the reception of Christ’s sacrifice, rather than
the manner of it.

TheHebrew word “peace” (~Alv’ shalom) means morethan commonly
recognized: prosperity, welfare, joy, happiness. The old Greek version
(LXX) rendersit by terms(qusia swthriou) which signify asacrificial
feast of salvation. Theterm denotevictimsslain for banquets. Thisis
intended to suggest gladness, not gloom.

Thereforebeingjustified by faith, wehave peacewith God throughour Lord
Jesus Christ:
Romans 5:1

This offering will point to the peace which brings all believers into

communion (koinonia) with the Father by the Holy Spirit, through the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimeswerefar off are made nigh by
theblood of Christ. For heisour peace, who hath madeboth one, and hath
broken downthemiddlewall of partition between us; Having abolishedin
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordi-
nances,; for to makein himself of twain onenew man, so making peace; And
that hemight reconcileboth unto Godin onebody by thecross, havingslain
theenmity thereby: And came and preached peaceto you whichwereafar
off, and to themthat were nigh. For through him we both have access by
one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizenswith the saints, and of thehousehol d of God;
Andarebuilt uponthefoundation of theapostlesand prophets, JesusChrist
himsel f being the chief corner stone; Inwhomall the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy templein the Lord: In whomye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Ephesians2:13-22

Any remarkable favor was a call for a peace offering. Any great
deliverance; any remarkable preservation or prosperity, any noble
achievement, was an appropriate occasion. But it always followed a
burnt offering and its attendant meal offering...

And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd;
whether it beamal eor femal e, heshall offer it without blemish beforethe LORD.

Hereisadifferencefromtheburnt offering: it can be male or female—
but without blemish. Thefemal eoffering aspermitted becausehereitis
thecapacity of theofferor toenjoy Christthatisinview. Theofferor will
never find asmuchin Christ as God find in Him.

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it at the door
of thetabernacl eof thecongregation: and Aaron’ ssonsthepriestsshall sprinkle
the blood upon the altar round about.

Sofar, itduplicatestheburnt offering. Thereisno spiritual joy whichthe
believer has which is not traced back to atonement by blood.

Andheshall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire
unto the LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon
the inwards,

The most inward, most tender parts werethe Lord' s part.

And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.
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Intheburnt offering, all wasplaced onthealtar. Inthe peace offering,
only aportionisspecified. It wasto bethe choice portion: the fat and
inward parts: the hidden riches. Paul cried out:

That | may know him, and thepower of hisresurrection, andthefellowship
of his sufferings...
Philippians 3:10

And Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice, which is
uponthewoodthat isonthefire: itisan offering madeby fire, of asweet savour
unto the LORD.

Emphasisisstill ontheperson of Christand not Hiswork: itisHisperfect
lifethat isinview, not His death for sin.

Andif hisofferingfor asacrificeof peaceofferinguntotheLORD beof theflock;
male or female, he shall offer it without blemish.
If he offer alamb for his offering, then shall he offer it before the LORD.

Thebullock, or the heifer from the herd, typified the servant side of our
Lord’ s ministry. However, the lamb sets forth Christ in His complete
identificationwithmaninlifeandindeath (Jn1:29, 36). Abel madethe
sacrifice of thelamb. Isaiah 53 makesit very clear that Jesus Christ was
our substitute(Cf. 53:7,eta.). AlsoinHisresurrection (Rev 5:6) andin
Hiswrath(Rev 6:16-17).

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it before the
tabernacl eof thecongregation: and Aaron’ ssonsshall sprinkletheblood thereof
round about upon the altar.

Andheshall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering madeby fire
unto the LORD; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he take off hard
by thebackbone; andthefat that covereththeinwards, and all thefat that isupon
the inwards,

“Whole rump”: In Syrian sheep, this was the part reckoned very
valuable; thetail of thisbreedweighsasmuchas151bs., andisvery fatty.

And thetwo kidneys, and thefat that isupon them, which isby the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.

Theritual issimilar: the fat was God’ s portion. It was considered the
better part of theanimal (Cf. Neh 8:10; 1sa25:6; Lk 15:23).
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11] And the priest shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made

by fire unto the LORD.

Instead of “asweet savour,” itis“food by fire”; asafriend entertaining
guests.

And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and
your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your
freewill offerings, and thefirstlings of your herdsand of your flocks: And
thereyeshall eat beforetheLORD your God, andyeshall rejoiceinall that
yeput your hand unto, yeand your househol ds, whereinthe LORD thy God
hath blessed thee.

Deuteronomy 12:6, 7

The priest received the breast and the shoulder; the offeror ate the
remainder in God’ shouse. God wasthe host; the sinner wasthe guest.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Psalm 23:5

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou
shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.
Psalm 36:8

| amtheliving bread which came down fromheaven: if any man eat of this
bread, heshall livefor ever: andthebreadthat | will giveismyflesh, which
I will givefor thelifeof theworld...Verily, verily, | say untoyou, Except ye
eat theflesh of the Son of man, and drink hisblood, ye have nolifein you.
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will
raise himup at thelast day. For my flesh ismeat indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed. Hethat eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwellethin
me, and | inhim. Astheliving Father hath sent me, and | liveby the Father:
so hethat eateth me, even he shall live by me.
John 6:51- 57

And asthey wereeating, Jesustook bread, and blessedit, and brakeit, and
gaveit to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; thisis my body.
Matthew 26:26

Intheparableof the Prodigal Son, itisthefather whokillsthefatted calf
when the sonisrestored to fellowship. Read 1 John 1.

12] Andif hisoffering be agoat, then he shall offer it before the LORD.
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Hereisafinal typefor thepeace offering: theidentification of Christ as
adequate to take away the sin of man. Heb 10:6-14.

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of it, and kill it before the tabernacle
of thecongregation: and the sonsof Aaron shall sprinkletheblood thereof upon
the altar round about.

And he shall offer thereof his offering, even an offering made by fire unto the
LORD; thefat that covereththeinwards, and all thefat that isupon theinwards,
And thetwo kidneys, and thefat that isupon them, which isby the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.
Andthepriest shall burnthem uponthealtar: itisthefood of the offering made
by fire for a sweet savour: al the fat isthe LORD’S.

It shall beaperpetual statutefor your generationsthroughout all your dwellings,
that ye eat neither fat nor blood.

ThefatistheL ords; Hedemandsthebest (Cf. Rom 12; Jn 15:14; Phil 3;10-
14). Theprohibitionof eatingbloodwill betakenupin Chapter 17 (vv.10-
14).

Just asinthe Lord’ s Supper, ordinancesare oftenturned to sin (Cf. the
lasciviouswoman in Proverbs 7: 14ff vs. thetrue worshipper in Psalm
66):

I will gointothy housewith burnt offerings: | will pay thee my vows(peace
offerings), Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when
I wasintrouble. | will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the
incenseof rams; | will offer bullockswith goats. Selah. Comeand hear, all
yethat fear God, and | will declarewhat he hath donefor my soul. | cried
unto himwith my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue. If | regard
iniquityin my heart, the Lord will not hear me: But verily God hath heard
me; hehath attended to thevoiceof my prayer. Blessed be God, which hath
not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.
Psalm 66:13-20

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Describethe ostensible difference between sacrifices and
oblations.

2 What did the meal offering signify?
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3 What constituted the differences between the fine flour, oven or
pan baked, etc.

4) What isthe significance of the 0il? Of leaven? Of honey?
5 How isleaven the opposite of salt?

6 Comparethe peace offeringswiththeburnt offering: How arethey
similar? Different?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Discussthe differences between the offerings of Cain and Abel.

2 Discuss the necessary order between sanctification and
justification. Giveexamples.

3 Discussthe three types of peace offerings. the bullock; the lamb;
the goat. What did each signify?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Investigate the variousreferencesto incense, and frankincensein
particular.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 1 - 7. Study Chapters4 & 5.

Notes:

1. Bonar, p.33.
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Session 4
Leviticus 4 - 5
The Sin and Trespass Offerings

Six basic offerings (including the “ Drink Offering from Numbers 15)
could bebrought tothe Tabernaclealtar. They eachteach ussomething
essential about Christ and His sacrifice on our behalf. They can be
classified in three categories:

1) The Commitment to God

TheBurnt Offering
TheGrainor Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
[TheDrink Offering(Num15:1-10)]

These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met
specific needsinthelife of theworshiper and al so expressed sometruth
about our relationship with Him.

2) The Communion with God

TheFelowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering

3) The Cleansing from God

TheSin Offering
TheGuilt (“ Trespass,” KJV) Offering

Thisthird category will bethesubject of thissession. Thesearethenon-
sweet savor offerings. The sweet savor offerings set forth the person of
Christinall of Hisgloriouscharacter. Thetwo non-sweet savor offerings
speak of the work of Christ on the cross for sin.

The Sin Offering speaks of the nature of sin. The Guilt (or Trespass)
Offering speaks of sin as an act.

Man isasinner because by nature, and heis a sinner because of what
he does. He does what he does because he is a sinner by nature.

A man isn't a horse thief because he steas a horse. He steals a horse
because he is a horse thief.

Page 45



1]

Leviticus 4
The Sin Offering

TheSinOfferingisdistinctivein several ways: Itisthelongest account:
twice as long as the others.

Burnt offering: 17 verses;
TheMeal offering: 16 verses,
The Peaceoffering: 17 verses,
The Trespass offering: 19 verses,
TheSinoffering: 35 verses.

It must beimportant. Itisan entirely new offering. Thereisno previous
record anywhererecorded. No heathen nation apparently had anything
evensimilartoit.

Fromthegivingof theLaw, it becamethemost important and significant
offering. Thelaw revealed its necessity. It was offered during most of
thefeasts: Passover, Pentecost, Trumpets, Tabernacles; it wasnot only
offeredon YomKippur: it waswhat brought theHigh PriestintotheHoly
of Holies.

Itwasin contrast to theburnt sacrificealthoughit wasmadeinthe same
place. Theburnt offeringtellswho Christis. Thesinofferingtellswhat
Christdid.

In the burnt offering Christ meets the demands of God’ shigh and holy
standard. Inthesin offering Christ meetsthe deep and desperate needs
of man. In the burnt offering we see the preciousness of Christ; in the
sin offering we see the hatefulness of sin.

The burnt offering was a voluntary offering. The sin offering was
commanded. The burnt offering ascended; the sin offering was poured
out. One went up; the other went down.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

As characterizes this entire book, the Lord spoke to Moses directly...

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If asoul shall sin through ignorance
against any of thecommandmentsof theL ORD concer ning thingswhich ought
not to be done, and shall do against any of them:
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The emphasis is on a sin committed in ignorance. If a man sinned
willfully and deliberately, thisoffering did not avail.

He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses:

Hebrews 10:28
There is no salvation for a person who rejects Jesus Christ.

For ifwesinwilfully after that we havereceived theknowl edge of thetr uth,

thereremaineth no moresacrificefor sins, But acertainfearful looking for

of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
Hebrews 10:26, 27

Sins of ignorance reveal the underlying truth that man is a sinner by
nature. And God's attitude against sin has never changed.

Thisconvictionstandsoutintheentireliteratureof thehumanrace. The
deep guilt compl ex pervadesour entireconsciousnesswhether weadmit
itor not. Andit must be diagnosed before aremedy can be prescribed.

We need to go to the couch of Jesus Christ—rather than the
psychiatrist’s—and cry out,

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And seeiftherebeanywickedwayinme, andlead meintheway everlasting.

Psalm 139:23-24; Cf. Psalm 19:12; 51:4

His Provision: The Cities of Refuge

If a man sinned through ignorance, rashness, or accident, God made
provision for hisdeliverance. He established the six “ cities of refuge”
among the48citiesof theL evites(Num 35:11-34).

Typeof Christ? | believethat everything—even in the Torah—points
to Jesus Christ. Every “jot and tittle.” 1’ve been challenged on this
extremeview—particularly inregardstothisquaint provisionintheLaw.
Let’ stakealook.

Wasthedeath of Jesuspremeditated or manslaughter? From God’ spoint

of view: “delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God...” (Acts2:23). Premeditated; 1% degree.
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However, from man’s point of view (ours); “Then said Jesus, Father,
forgivethem; for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). Thus, itwas
for us, manslaughter.

And, thus, He, indeed, is our “city of refuge.” No one can touch usas
long aswe abidein Him. Thiswasto endure until the High Priest died.
(What has that got to do with anything? Why should the death of an
official in far off Jerusalem have any impact on afugitive in one of the
six designated cities?) Then, however, the accused was free, indeed.

Andsoarewe. And our High Priest “ever liveth to make intercession”
forus! (Heb7:25).

Andif any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous:
1John2:1

The sin offering teaches us that we must see ourselves as God sees us.

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mineiniquity have | not hid. | said,
I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin.

Psalm 32:5

Godwill deal withmaninequity. Therewill be degreesof punishment
just astherewill be degrees of rewards. Different classesof peopleare
considered separately.

The Priests

The priests—and we, as children of God—sin through ignorance, and
that is not excused.

We can be cherishing some idol;

Or becherishing pridelike Hezekiah (Isa39);

Or exhibiting blind zeal likethe sons of Zebedee (Lk 9:55);

Or substituting labor for fell owship with God;

Or suffering “ that woman Jezebel toteach and seduce” (Rev 2:20)...

Ai could not betakenwithan accursed thinginthecamp; marinerscould

not navigate to Tarshish with Jonah on board. Constant reexamination
for secret sinsisrequired for all.
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If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let
him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, ayoung bullock without blemish
unto the LORD for a sin offering.

Thesinof thepriestisconsideredfirst: hewasinaposition of leader ship.
If hewaswrong, the people werewrong. (Theterm “anointed” implies
that the High Priest himself isin view.)

Hewasto bring ayoung bullock—the most valuable animal of all. His
responsibility wasthe greatest. Privilege carrieswith it responsibility.

My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the
greater condemnation.
James 3:1

Andheshall bringthebullock untothedoor of thetabernacleof thecongregation
beforethe LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock’ s head, and kill the
bullock before the LORD.

Thispart of theritual issimilar to the burnt offering.

And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock’ sblood, and bring it to
thetabernacle of the congregation:

Andthepriest shall dip hisfinger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven
times before the LORD, before the veil of the sanctuary.

To secure God's relationship with the offender... “Seven” implies
compl eteness.

And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet
incense before the LORD, which isin the tabernacle of the congregation; and
shall pour al the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the atar of the burnt
offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

The place of prayer: torestorethe privilege of worship to the offender.

If we confess our sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to
cleanse usfromall unrighteousness.
1 John 1.9

TheHornwasarecognized symbol of power, authority. Theremainder
was poured out at the bottom of the brazen altar. This satisfied the
conscience of the sinner and removed the guilt complex. Thisremedy
for the conviction of sinwastheonly remedy that could satisfy themind
and heart.
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When Christforgivesyouyour sin, Heal soforgivesyou. Thatisnothing
moretobesaidaboutit. Itistotally and forever settled. Heisadequate.

Atthispoint, theritual followsthat of the peace (or fell owship) offering:

And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; the
fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,

And thetwo kidneys, and thefat that isupon them, which isby the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away,

Asit wastaken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the
priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.

Thesin hasbeen forgiven and fellowship isrestored. Thefat isburned
upon the altar: it represents the very best.

At this point, however, there is a radical departure from the other
offerings: the remainder istaken outside the camp and burned there.

And the skin of the bullock, and all hisflesh, with his head, and with hislegs,
and hisinwards, and his dung,

Eventhewholebullock shall hecarry forthwithout thecamp untoaclean place,
wherethe ashesare poured out, and burn him onthewood with fire: wherethe
ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.

Unsparingjustice. Thisisto emphasizethe exceeding sinfulnessof sin.
There is nothing that could be mistaken for consecration here. This
pointsto Christ, the sin-bearer; onewho was“madesinfor us’ (2 Cor
5:21).

Without the camp: Four milesfromthe Holy Place.

We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the
tabernacle. For thebodiesof thosebeasts, whosebloodisbroughtintothe
sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.
Wher efore Jesusal so, that hemight sanctify thepeoplewith hisownblood,
suffered without the gate. Let usgo forth therefore unto himwithout the
camp, bearing hisreproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we
seek one to come.
Hebrews 13:10-14

Only Christ is adequate.

Now we turn from the priests to the congregation itself.

Page 50

The Sins of the Congregation

13]

14]

15]

16]

17]

18]

19]
20]

21]

Andif thewhole congregation of Israel sinthroughignorance, and thething be
hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any
of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which should not be
done, and are guilty;

Whenthesin, whichthey havesinned againstit, isknown, thenthecongregation
shall offer ayoung bullock for thesin, and bring him beforethetabernacl eof the
congregation.

The victim for the entire congregation is the same as for the priest: a
young bullock, the most valuableanimal available. Thelesson: thereis,
in addition to individual responsibility, corporate responsibility.

God judges nations, and many people who didn’t participateinthesin
of the nation are judged along with it. [ There are some people who say
they aregoingto stay inaliberal churchand try towitnesstoit. Where
did they get that idea? Itisnot inthe Word of God (Cf. Rev 18:4).]

And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the
bullock before the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD.

It was the elders, in the name of the people, that conveyed the guilt of
the peopleto the head of the victim. (It wasthe eldersthat put Jesusto
death with the priests. Their act was a national rejection of Jesus.)

Therest (through v.21) isthe same as for the priest.

Andthepriest thatisanointed shall bring of thebullock’ sbloodtothetabernacle
of the congregation:

And the priest shall dip hisfinger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven
times before the LORD, even before the vail.

And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which isbefore
the LORD, that isin the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all
the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation.

And he shall take all hisfat from him, and burn it upon the altar.

And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for asin offering,
so shall he do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and
it shall beforgiven them.

Andheshall carry forththebull ock without thecamp, and burn himasheburned
the first bullock: it isasin offering for the congregation.
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The Ruler

22]

23]

24]

25]

26]

All areguilty; but theresponsibility isdifferent. Herethereferenceisto
acivil ruler.

When aruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through ignorance against any
of the commandments of the LORD his God concer ning things which should
not be done, and is guilty;

Rulersareordained by God and thereby aredirectly responsibleto God.
He istheir most important “constituency.”

Or if hissin, wherein he hath sinned, cometo hisknowledge; he shall bring his
offering, akid of the goats, amale without blemish:

A kid of goatswas not as valuable as the bullock. The rest isthe same
asfor the priest or the private citizen.

Andheshall lay hishand uponthehead of thegoat, andkill itinthe placewhere
they kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it isasin offering.
Andthepriest shall take of theblood of the sin offering with hisfinger, and put
it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out his blood at
the bottom of the altar of burnt offering.

And he shall burn all hisfat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace
offerings: and the priest shall make an atonement for him asconcerning hissin,
and it shall beforgiven him.

The Common People

27]

28]

And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth
somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things
which ought not to be done, and be guilty;

Thisisfor the common person, the private citizen. Theofferingisfor a
sin through ignorance, but a sin against acommandment of God. His
guilt cannot be just hearsay, but the guilt must be established.

[Thefailureto employ Matthew 18:15-18 is astonishingly widespread
within the Body of Christ today! A shockingly widespread use of
hearsay as the sole means for governance is appalling.]

Or if hissin, which he hath sinned, cometo hisknowledge: then he shall bring
his offering, akid of the goats, afemale without blemish, for hissin which he
hath sinned.
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29]

30]

31]

32]
33]

34]

35]

A female was permitted; this was considered as less value than any
previous offering. Y et an offering wasrequired.

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay the sin
offering in the place of the burnt offering.

And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon
the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof
at the bottom of the altar.

And heshall take away all the fat thereof, asthefat istaken away from off the
sacrificeof peaceofferings; andthepriest shall burnit uponthealtar for asweet
savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it
shall beforgiven him.

The important truth is that complete forgiveness was secured for the
sinner. Thisisprecisely what wasaccomplished for uswhen Christ died.

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to theriches of hisgrace;
Ephesians 1.7

Andif hebringalambfor asinoffering, heshall bringit afemalewithout blemish.
And he shall lay hishand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay it for asin
offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering.

Andthepriest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with hisfinger, and put
it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood
thereof at the bottom of the altar:

And he shall take away all thefat thereof, asthefat of thelamb istaken away
from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them upon
thealtar, according to the offeringsmadeby fireuntothe LORD: and the priest
shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be
forgivenhim.

Leviticus 5
The Guilt (“Trespass”) Offering

For specific acts of sin committed in ignorance or inadvertency.

There are many expositorsthat have not cometo aconclusion asto the
difference between the sin offering and the trespass offering. On the
whole, the trespass offering was offered in cases where sin was more
private and confined to the individual’ s knowledge. Some expositors
treat the first 13 verses of this chapter as part of the sin offering. The
word “trespass’ invv.6 and 7 can betranslated “guilt” and should be
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2]

“forhisguilt.” Inverses6,7,9,and 11, thesinofferingisrequiredfor the
trespass because the act of sin is caused by the very nature of sin.
However, we will treat the entire chapter asatrespass offering. “Tres-
pass’ is a specific invasion of the rights of another.

Peopleliketo talk about “liberty.” They go around parading, burning
things, etc. They arefreeto swing their fistswherever they please, but
their liberty ends where my nose begins.

Withholdingtithesisrobbing God (Mal 3:8). Partaking of somethingis
atrespass. e.g., Achan, who took the accursed thing (Josh 7:1).

And if asoul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and isawitness, whether he
hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear hisiniquity.

Thisisbut arepresentativelisting. They arelimitless.

“Swearing” hereisthat of adjuration: it hasto do with the hearing of an
oath and being awitness. One must tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. There are sins of omission:

Thereforeto himthat knoweth to do good, and doethit not, to himitissin.
James 4:17

Cf. Solomon'’s prayer, 1 Kings 8:31-32. Gossip, | believe, isthe most
painful sin. One of the damaging aspects of gossip and hearsay isthat
itisincomplete! Itomitsany mitigating evidenceor background; cf. the
listinProverbs6:17. Jesuskept silent during Histrial exceptwhenHewas
put under oath; then He spoke the whole truth (Mt 26:63-64).

Or if asoul touch any unclean thing, whether it be acarcase of an unclean beast,
or acarcase of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean creeping things, and if
it be hidden from him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty.

Thisisthe law concerning uncleanness. A dead body was a source of
uncleanness. Their deadnesswasafruit of sin. Thesting of death was
sunk into them; sin is proved to be there. We can’t be out in the world
without becoming unclean.

Cleanse thou me from secret faults.

Proverbs 19:12
And yet we need to specific. Thatiswhat isinview here.
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4

9]

6]

Or if hetouch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleannessit bethat aman
shall be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he
shall beguilty.

Thisissimilar tov.2, except God makesadistinction between manand
beast: thepenalty for thisismoreseverethanfor touchingthebeast (Lev
11:24; Num 19:11-16). The deceitfulnessof sin: it might bediscovered
later: leprosy, or arunning issue, et al.

Orif asoul swear, pronouncingwith hislipstodoevil, or todogood, whatsoever
it be that aman shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he
knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.

“Pronouncing with hislips’: literally, “babbling with hislips’; rashly
uttering hisvow. Careless commitmentsthat aren’t kept.

Jephthahisatragicexample. After forty-fiveyearsof comparativequiet
| srael again apostatized, andin*“ processof timethe children of Ammon
made war against Israel” (Judg 11:5). The“elders of Gilead” in their
extremity summoned him to their aid, and he at once undertook the
conduct of the war against Ammon and delivered Israel from the
oppression of the Ammonites(Judg 11:1-33) and judged | srael six years
(Judg12:7). Hehasbeendescribed as" awild, daring, Gilead mountain-
eer, asort of warrior Elijah..” Hemadeatragicvow, sacrificing hisonly
daughter (Judg 11:30ff).

Anditshall be,whenheshall beguilty inoneof thesethings, that heshall confess
that he hath sinned in that thing:

Confessioniscommandedfor thefirsttime. Theother offeringswerean
open admission of guilt. Thisone hasto do with secret sins.

And heshall bring histrespassoffering untotheL ORD for hissinwhichhehath
sinned, afemale from theflock, alamb or akid of the goats, for asin offering;
and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning hissin.

Confessioncomesfirst, thentheoffering. Thismay bewhat theL ord had
in mind in the Sermon on the Mount:

Thereforeifthou bringthy gift tothealtar, and thererememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee; Leavetherethy gift beforethealtar, and
gothyway; first bereconciledto thy brother, and then come and offer thy
gift.

Matthew 5:23, 24
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9

10]

11]

12]

13]

Thebelievertoday istoconfesshissinto God privately, but heistomake
restitution to the injured party.

Sincethisoffering isfor aspecific act of sin, one of the many facets of
the sin nature, the value of the offering was not as great asthe value of
the sin offering in Chapter 4.

Andif hebenot ableto bring alamb, then he shall bring for histrespass, which
he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD;
one for asin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.

Thefocusisonthesacrificeitself, not theofferor. Twobirdsarerequired:
onefor the sin offering and one for the burnt offering. The person and
work of Christ isrepresented in the poorest of offerings.

And heshall bring them unto the priest, who shall offer that whichisfor thesin
offeringfirst, andwring off hishead fromhisneck, but shall not divideit asunder:

No bone to be broken.

And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the altar;
and therest of the blood shall bewrung out at the bottom of the altar: itisasin
offering.

Andheshall offer the secondfor aburnt offering, according to themanner: and
thepriest shall makean atonement for him for hissinwhich hehath sinned, and
it shall beforgiven him.

But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he
that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour
forasinoffering; heshall put nooil uponit, neither shall heput any frankincense
thereon: for it isasin offering.

Thepoorest of thepoor wasnot | eft out. If notabird, thenhecouldbring
what amountedto apieceof bread. No il or frankincense, however, as
inthejeal ousy offering (Num5). Theintentionwasto presenttothel ord
the very person and substance of the offeror, as defiled, amassof sin..

Theomer, 1/10 of ephah, = the very quantity of mannathat sufficed for
each day’ ssupport (Ex 16:33).

Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it,
evenamemorial thereof, andburnit onthealtar, accordingtotheofferingsmade
by fire unto the LORD: it isasin offering.

Andthe priest shall make an atonement for him astouching hissin that he hath
sinned inoneof these, and it shall beforgiven him: and theremnant shall bethe
priest’s, as a meat offering.
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Non-Specific Trespasses

14]
15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

These were invasions of the rights of both God and man for which
reparations had to be performed. There are two kinds:

1) Fraudtoward God, in respect to worship;
2 Fraudtoward man.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

If asoul commit atrespass, and sin throughignorance, inthe holy thingsof the
LORD:; thenheshall bringfor histrespassuntotheL ORD aramwithout blemish
out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of
the sanctuary, for atrespass offering:

And he shall make amendsfor the harmthat he hath donein the holy thing, and
shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall
make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall
beforgivenhim.

Restoration + 20%: adoubletithe.

Andif asoul sin, and commit any of thesethingswhich areforbiddentobedone
by the commandments of the LORD; though hewist it not, yet isheguilty, and
shall bear hisiniquity.

Ignorancewashot anacceptableexcuse. Anditisn’ttoday. Evenincivil
law. Paul wasthe supreme example:

Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but |
obtained mercy, because | did it ignorantly in unbelief.
1 Timothy 1:13

And he shall bring aram without blemish out of theflock, with thy estimation,
for atrespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement
for him concerning hisignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall
beforgivenhim.

The ram was the earliest recorded offering pointing directly to Christ
(Genesis22).

It is atrespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD.
Theritual isthe same asfor the sin offering except in the sprinkling of

the blood, which followed the pattern of the burnt and peace offerings.
Wewill explorethisin moredetail in Chapter 7.
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Leviticus 6

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
If asoul sin, and commit atrespassagainst theLORD, and lieunto hisneighbour
inthat whichwasdelivered himtokeep, orinfellowship, orinathing takenaway
by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;

Or keepinfellowship: koinonia. Theword denotesafiduciaryrelation-
ship, a concept tragically absent throughout the “Christian” commu-
nity.

Or havefoundthat whichwaslost, and lieth concerningit, and swearethfal sely;
in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:

This also points specifically to business transactions, careless custo-
dianship, and common forms of defrauding others. Deceit hasno place
in serious (or any) business transactions. Even discoveries after the
fact, asimplied here.

Thenit shall be, because he hath sinned, and isguilty, that he shall restore that
which hetook violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or
that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found,

Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the
principal, and shall add thefifth part morethereto, and giveit unto himtowhom
it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offering.

And heshall bring histrespass offering unto the LORD, aram without blemish
out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:
And the priest shall make an atonement for him beforethe LORD: and it shall
be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.

Many in Israel saw no significance of comfort in God’ s appointments.
Their want of true conviction of sin made them despise these types.
Nonegoto the hiding-place who fear no storm. Thisisthetrue sense of
Proverbs14:9: “ Foolsmakeamock at sin: but among therighteousthere
isfavour.” TheLXX comescloser: “ Foolsmake amock of thetrespass
offering, but with the righteousit isin esteem.”

Sense of sinisameasure of spiritual maturity, and renders Jesus ever
more precious to the soul!
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Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Why isthe Sin Offering the longest section?

2 Contrast the Burnt Offering and the Sin Offering.

3 Which feast was the Sin Offering not offered? Why?

4) How do the Cities of Refuge allude to Jesus Christ?

5 Why weretheremainsof the Sin Offering taken outside the camp?
6) Comparethe Sin Offering and the Trespass Offering.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) What does a sin through ignorance reveal about human nature?
2 What sinsthrough ignorance are prevalent in your life?

3 Discusstheapplication of Matthew 18:15-18 today .

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Whatarethealternativeexplanationsfor thesacrificeof Jephthah's
daughter?

2 Summarizethe use and role of vowsin the Scripture and today.
Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters6 and 7.
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Session 5
Laws of Offerings
Leviticus 6 & 7

Review

Wehavebeenreviewingthefirst major section of theBook of L eviticus,
which deals with offerings. Six basic offerings (including the “ Drink
Offering from Numbers 15) could be brought to the Tabernacle altar.
They each teach us something essential about Christ and His sacrifice
on our behalf. They can be classified in three categories:

1) The Commitment to God

TheBurnt Offering
TheGrainor Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
[TheDrink Offering(Num15:1-10)]

These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met
specific needsinthelife of theworshiper and al so expressed sometruth
about our relationship with Him.

2) The Communion with God

TheFelowship (“Peace,” KIJV) Offering

3) The Cleansing from God

TheSin Offering
TheGuilt (“Trespass,” KJV) Offering

The Sin Offering speaks of the nature of sin. The Guilt (or Trespass)
Offering speaks of sin as a specific act.

Inthesenext two chapters, theL aw of Offerings, aresupplemental rules
for the priestswho minister at thealtar of God for their particular partin
the offerings.

All of theseare al so ashadow of thereality in heaven where Christ, our

great High Priest, serves (Cf. Heb 8:3-5). He, of course, isnot only the
priest, but Heisalsothe sacrifice (Cf. Heb 10:5-12).

Page 60

1

2]

3

4

9]

6]

Leviticus 6

The conclusion of rules concerning the Trespass Offering. This seems
tobeaseparaterevelationfrom God, distinct fromthepreceding chapter.
This lists examples of sins committed against one’ s neighbor that are
also sins against God.

Thereforeall thingswhatsoever yewould that men should dotoyou, doye
even so to them: for thisisthe law and the prophets.
Matthew 7:12.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Again, most of thisbook isadirect quotefrom Y HWH Himself.

If asoul sin, and commit atrespassagainst theL ORD, and lieunto hisneighbour
inthat whichwasdelivered himtokeep, orinfellowship, orinathingtakenaway
by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;

Theword“fellowship” referstoabusinesspartnership. [ Greek, koinwnia
koinonia, alsoimpliesafiduciary relationship, etc.]

“Taken by violence” would be a forced transaction, such as Ahab’s
acquisition of Naboth’ svineyard (1 Kgs21:2-16). (An exampleof this
was the borrowed ax |ost by the students of Elijahin 2 Kgs6:5.)

Or havefoundthat whichwaslost, and lieth concerningit, and swearethfal sely;
in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:

Thenit shall be, because he hath sinned, and isguilty, that he shall restorethat
which hetook violently away, or thething which he hath deceitfully gotten, or
that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found,

Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the
principal, and shall add thefifth part morethereto, and giveit untohimtowhom
it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offering.

20% = adoubletithe.

And heshall bring histrespassoffering unto the LORD, aram without blemish
out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:
And the priest shall make an atonement for him beforethe LORD: and it shall
be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.

A true sense of sin renders Jesus truly precious to the soul.
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Law Concerning the Burnt Offering

8]

9

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Again, adirect quote...

Command Aaron and his sons, saying, Thisisthe law of the burnt offering: It
isthe burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar al night unto the
morning, and the fire of the altar shall be burninginit.

Aslong as the Tabernacle was set up, and not on awilderness march,
the fire on the altar was to burn continually. It would seem to exhibit
several things:

1) Seeingthefireburnall night long, remindsthem of God’ s eternal
justice, flaming forth against all iniquity. Itisnever to beextin-
guished. Thereisno putting out of thisfire. Jesus Himself so
emphasized (Mk 9:43-49). Cf. Lev2:13andMark 9:50.

For every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.
Psalm 119:160

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever...
Revelation 14:10 (Cf. v.18)

2 It also exhibited the way of escape. There was a substitutionary
victim on the altar on which the flames feed!

Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice.
Psalm 20:3

“accept” = vD’ dashen, “to find fat”; “take away ashes.” (!)

[How did Abel know that God “had respect” for hisoffering, and Cain
know that God didn’ t haverespect for his(Gen4:4,5; Heb 11:4)? There
seems to be evidence that fire actually came down and consumed a
“respected” offering in those days.]

Hisjusticeand Hisloveareboth evident. Eternally. Sothisalso speaks
of the continual consecration of Christ.

It also speaksto the fact that we also areto offer ourselvesasaliving
sacrificeto God:
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| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what isthat
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Romans 12:1, 2

God delightsin the continual obedience of His children.

And hethat sent meiswith me: the Father hath not |eft me alone; for | do
always those things that please him.
John 8:29

Christ can say that; but | can’t. This was also the rebuke of Saul by
Samud!:

To obey isbetter than sacrifice...
1 Samuel 15:22-23
What isit that God wants us to do?

Thisisthe work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
John 6:29

God now specifies, in detail, the garment that the priest wasto wear:

Andthepriest shall put on hislinen garment, and hislinen breechesshall he put
uponhisflesh, and takeuptheasheswhichthefirehath consumedwiththeburnt
offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar.

“ Asheswhich thefire consumed”: an ellipsis used for the material out
of which the ashes came: the wood underneath the burnt offering. The
were placed besidethe altar before being carried out into aclean place.
Thiswasto show that the flame had not spared the victim. The doom of
Sodom and Gomorrah, destroyed for their sin, isdeclared to comeupon
them “turning them to ashes” asan example (2 Pet 2:6).

And he shall put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth
the ashes without the camp unto a clean place.

“Untoacleanplace’: somespot beyond thecamp, and later, beyond the
walls of Jerusalem. Cf. “The Valley of the Ashes” (Jer 31:40). The
locationisnot known. Itwasn’t necessarily Tophet, Hinom, whichwas
south of Jerusalem as is often assumed. [ See Addenda on the location
of Golgotha.]
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The priest removed the garments he wore when he removed the ashes,
and he put on afresh change. Thiswasacontinual reminder of the utter
pollution of sin. The ashes spoke of the judgment of sin, and even the
ashes were contaminated. The flesh was to be covered totally. God
cannot accept theworksof theflesh (Gal 5:19-21). Thefruit of our lives
isalsolisted (Gal 5:22-23).

Andthefireuponthealtar shall be burninginit; it shall not be put out: and the
priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order
upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.

Thefire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.

Again, theemphasison thefire burning continually. Thefireof God's
justice burns continually.

Hethat believeth onthe Son hath everlasting life: and hethat believeth not
the Son shall not seelife; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

John 3:36

Concerning the Meal Offering

14]

15]

16]

17]

With every burnt offering, each evening and morning, ameal offering
wasmade(Exodus29:39-40).

Andthisisthelaw of the meat offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer it before
the LORD, before the altar.

Theofferor standsbeforethealtar rejoicing; thepriest performsfor him.

And he shall take of it his handful, of the flour of the meat offering, and of the
oil thereof, and all the frankincense which isupon the meat offering, and shall
burnituponthealtar for asweet savour, eventhememorial of it, untotheLORD.
Andtheremainder thereof shall Aaron and hissonseat: with unleavened bread
shall itbeeatenintheholy place; inthecourt of thetabernacl eof thecongregation
they shall eat it.

LXX: “Unleavened it shall be eaten.”
It shall not be baken with leaven. | have given it unto them for their portion of
my offeringsmadeby fire; itismost holy, asisthesinoffering, and asthetrespass

offering.

It was holy because the Lord was there; Cf. Moses' shoes (Ex 3:5);
Transfiguration (2 Pet 1:18).

Page 64

18]

19]
20]

21]

22]

23]

All themalesamong the children of Aaron shall eat of it. It shall beastatutefor
ever in your generations concerning the offerings of the LORD made by fire:
every one that toucheth them shall be holy.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Thisisthe offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer unto the
LORD inthe day when heis anointed; the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour
for ameat offering perpetual, half of itinthemorning, and half thereof at night.

The priests, too, wereto tithe their receipts. An examplefor all of usin
theministry...

Theomer, or tenth part of the ephah, would remind them of the omer of
mannawhich they gathered daily, and the omer kept in the golden pot
(Ex16:33).

Inapanit shall bemadewith oil; and whenitisbaken, thou shalt bringitin: and
the baken pieces of the meat offering shalt thou offer for a sweet savour unto
the LORD.

Andthepriest of hissonsthat isanointed in hisstead shall offer it: itisastatute
for ever unto the LORD; it shall be wholly burnt.

For every meat offering for the priest shall bewholly burnt: it shall not beeaten.

Wholly burnt, not eaten (Cf.v.30also0). Christ gaveHimself, entirely and
completely, when He becamethe offering.

Concerning the Sin Offering

24]
25]

26]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, Thisisthe law of the sin offering:
Intheplacewheretheburnt offeringiskilled shall thesin offering bekilled before
the LORD: it is most holy.

It was offered in the same place asthe burnt offering: onthe north side
(Lev 1:11). Seeaddendum note. Theburnt offering spoke of the person
of Christ: holy, freefromsin. Conceived by atheHoly Spiritinavirgin.

The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be eaten,
in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Thesinoffering washoly because Christ wasfreefrom sin—thoughHe
was made sin for us (2 Cor 5:21). And yet Hewas holy. Yet, sinisthe
oppositeof holiness. Thisis, perhaps, the greatest mystery intheBible.
Cf. Psalm22:1-3; Isaiah 55:7-9.
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27]

28]

29
30]

Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is
sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon
it was sprinkled in the holy place.

But the earthen vessel whereinit issodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden
in abrasen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in water.

Dreadful sacredness of the atoning blood!

All the males among the priests shall eat thereof: it is most holy.

And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood isbrought into the tabernacl e of
the congregation toreconcilewithal intheholy place, shall beeaten: it shall be
burnt in the fire.

These sin offerings are the class of sacrificesthat were burned without
the camp:

For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood i sbrought into the sanctuary
by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.
Hebrews 13:11

Leviticus 7

The instructions continue, with two that were more personal: the
trespass offering, concerning the individual Israelite; and the peace
offering, enjoyed by the individual within the body of believers.

The emphasis continues on the service of the priest, a picture of what
the Lord Jesus has done and is doing for us, right now, at God’ s right
hand; Cf. Heb 7:25; 1Jn 1:9.

Concerning the Trespass Offering

1]

Likewise thisis the law of the trespass offering: it is most holy.

Thisritua followsthesamepatternasthat of thesin offering. Theofferor
is reminded that the sacrifice is holy. The worth and merit of Christ
cannot be overemphasized. Until we see our sin nature and our sinful
actsin al their enormity and frightfulness, only then shall we see the
wonder, greatness, and holiness of Christ.

[I’'m not calling you a despicable sinner: that is what the Word of God
calls each one of us!]
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2] Intheplacewherethey kill theburnt offering shall they kill thetrespassoffering:
and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar.
Again, the shedding of blood essential. We must never allow that to be
acasua thing...

3] And heshall offer of it al the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth
the inwards,

4] And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away:

5] Andthepriest shall burnthem upon the altar for an offering made by fire unto
the LORD: it is a trespass offering.

6] Everymaleamongthepriestsshall eat thereof: it shall beeatenintheholy place:
it ismost holy.

7] Asthesinofferingis, soisthetrespassoffering: thereisonelaw for them: the
priest that maketh atonement therewith shall have it.

The Skin
There was one part of the animal that was not burned: the skin.

8] Andthepriestthat offereth any man’ sburnt offering, eventhe priest shall have
to himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath offered.
This speaks of being covered or clothesin the righteousness of Christ.
God istotally satisfied with Jesus and sees us as being in Christ.
God’sfirst rebuttal of “religion” (man’s attemptsto “cover himself”):
Gen 3:21; Cf. Rev 3:18. Also, theparable of thewedding feast: Mt 22:2-
13. The absence of a suitable covering was worse than fatal.

9] Andall themeat offering that isbakenintheoven, and all that isdressedin the
fryingpan, and in the pan, shall be the priest’s that offereth it.

10] Andevery meat offering, mingled with oil, and dry, shall all the sonsof Aaron

have, one as much as another.

Concerning the Peace Offering

11]

Thisisthemost extensiveof theinstructionsanditisthelast. Theother
offeringshad to precedethese before we can enjoy the peace with God.

Andthisisthelaw of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto
the LORD.
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12]

13]

14]

15]

Includessacrificesof thanksgiving (Ps107:22ff, hazardsof thesea, etc.;
116:17, wherevowsarepaid by asacrificeof thanksgiving). Cf. Rev 4:10,
1

If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of
thanksgiving unleavened cakesmingledwith oil, and unleavened waf ersanointed
with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried.

The emphasisisonthefact that it isafreewill offering.

Besidesthecakes, heshall offer for hisofferingleavened bread withthesacrifice
of thanksgiving of his peace offerings.

Hereisone of therelatively unique placesthat |leavened bread is used!
Inv.12, it is showing Christ as our peace offering who iswithout sin,
without leaven. [ TheFeast of Firstfruits(L ev23:9-14) wasameal offering
aswell asthe Feast of Pentecost.]

Inv.13,itistheofferor whogivesthanksfor hisparticipationinthepeace.
Although hissinshave been forgiven and he has peace with God, there
isstill evil inhim; leavenispresent. Peacewith God doesot depend upon
the believer attaining sinless perfection.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and thetruthisnot in us.
1 John 1:8

However, “sin aint gonnareign no more:”
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law,
but under grace.

Romans 6:14

And of it heshall offer one out of thewhol e oblation for an heave offering unto
the LORD, and it shall be the priest’s that sprinkleth the blood of the peace
offerings.

The leavened bread was not placed on the atar! It was a “heave
offering,” raised toward heaven, and then eaten by the priests.

Andthefleshof thesacrificeof hispeaceofferingsfor thanksgiving shall beeaten
the same day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning.
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16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

21]

No delay; it was to be eaten at once.
We areto stay close—moment by moment—to Christ.

But if the sacrifice of hisoffering be avow, or avoluntary offering, it shall be
eaten the same day that he offereth his sacrifice: and on the morrow also the
remainder of it shall be eaten:

But theremainder of theflesh of thesacrificeonthethird day shall beburnt with
fire.

Hereisthat “third day” emphasisagain! God completed Histestimony
totheacceptanceof HisSon’ swork by raising Himfromthedead onthe
third day. [On the anniversary of the “new beginning” following the
judgment of theFlood of Noah (Gen 8:4). Cf. Calendar revisioninExodus
12:2]

And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on
thethird day, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it beimputed unto him that
offereth it: it shall be an abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall bear
his iniquity.

Andthefleshthat toucheth any uncleanthingshall not beeaten; it shall beburnt
with fire: and as for the flesh, all that be clean shall eat thereof.

The flesh had to be clean, and also they that eat it (Cf. Jn 18:28).

But thesoul that eateth of theflesh of thesacrificeof peaceofferings, that pertain
unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut
off from his people.

Anunclean personwho ate of the peace offering was excommunicated.
Theremust beconfession of sinonthepart of thebeliever if heistoenter
intofellowshipwith God. Many emphasi zethissameissuewithregards
totheL ord’ sSupper (1 Cor 11:24-31).

Moreover thesoul that shall touch any uncleanthing, astheuncleannessof man,
or any unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of
the sacrifice of peace offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul
shall be cut off from his people.

Notheoriesastotheoriginof evil, nor apol ogiesdrawn fromthemanner

in which we were led astray, can have any effect on disproving thesin
itself.
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Regarding Fat and Blood

22]
23]

24]

25]

26]

27]

28]
29

30]

31]

32

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Y e shall eat no manner of fat, of ox,
or of sheep, or of goat.

And thefat of the beast that dieth of itself, and thefat of that whichistornwith
beasts, may be used in any other use: but ye shall in no wise eat of it.

Nothing that dies of itself, or isabeast of prey, is acceptable.

For whosoever eateth thefat of the beast, of which men offer an offering made
by fire unto the LORD, even the soul that eateth it shall be cut off from his
people.

What wegivethelLord must beentirely His. Wecannot draw it back for
our own use.

Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in
any of your dwellings.

Whatsoever soul it bethat eateth any manner of blood, even that soul shall be
cut off from his people.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, He that offereth the sacrifice of his
peace offerings unto the LORD shall bring his oblation unto the LORD of the
sacrifice of hispeace offerings.

Hisown handsshall bring the offerings of the LORD madeby fire, thefat with
the breast, it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for awave offering
before the LORD.

With his own hands: in our own person, each of usfor ourselves...

And the priest shall burn thefat upon the altar: but the breast shall be Aaron’s
and hissons'.

Fat: every deep-seated desire, every inward affection. Thebreast speaks
of love(Rom5:8; Gal 2:20).

Andtheright shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for an heave offering of the
sacrifices of your peace offerings.

The shoulder, power and strength (Jn 10:27-30). (On the high priest’s

shoulders, and on hisbreastpl ate, were embl azoned the names of the 12
tribes...)
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33]

34]

35]

36]

37]

38]

Heamong the sonsof Aaron, that offereth the blood of the peace offerings, and
the fat, shall have the right shoulder for his part.

For thewave breast and the heave shoul der havel taken of thechildren of | srael
fromoff thesacrificesof their peaceofferings, and havegiventhemunto Aaron
the priest and unto his sons by a statute for ever from among the children of
Israel.

Thisisthe portion of the anointing of Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons,
out of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day when he presented
them to minister unto the LORD in the priest’s office;

Literaly, “ Thisistheanointing of Aaron...”; thisiswhat isinvolvedin
the anointing.

Which the LORD commanded to be given them of the children of Israel, inthe
day that he anointed them, by a statute for ever throughout their generations.

None of these sacrificeswere an end in themselves. The OT saint was
saved by faithjust asweare (Cf. Ps4:5; 50:12-15; 51:19). But never as
adull routineor polluted (Mal 1:7-14). All theseritual sdemanded amore
perfect antitype: Christ (Heb 9:28).

Thisisthelaw of theburnt offering, of themeat offering, and of thesin offering,
and of thetrespassoffering, and of the consecrations, and of the sacrificeof the
peaceofferings;

Which the LORD commanded Moses in mount Sinai, in the day that he
commanded thechildren of | srael to offer their oblationsuntothe LORD, inthe
wildernessof Sinai.

Addenda:

The Location of Golgotha

Andheshall kill it onthesideof thealtar northward beforethe LORD: and
the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the
altar.

Leviticus1:11

Hemadehisgravewiththewicked[plural], andwiththerich[singular] in
hisdeath;
Isaiah 53:9

“A rich man, one of the most honorable and esteemed in Jerusalem, a
member of the Sanhedrin, and a disciple, unexpectedly appears at
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Calvary. Thiswas Joseph of Arimathea, without exception the most 4) What isthe potential implications of the burnt offering being

singularly noblecharacter introducedtousinthe Gospels. Thisrichman northward of thecamp? (Lev 1:11).

had been driveninto concealment by the plotsformed against himby the

Jews, on account of hisdefending Jesusin the Sanhedrin openly (Luke 5 What are the rare occasions that leavened bread is used as an
23.51).” offering? What is the significance?

John 19:38: “...being adisciple”: “kekrummenoj de dia ton fobon twn 6) How wasthe“skin” aform of rebuttal against aworksreligion?
lioudaiwn” not “secretly,” for it is not kekrummenwj but “secreted,” or

forced to hide, by reason of their plots. Discussion Questions:

Wh the tormb? (“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

ere was the tomb?

1) “Fellowship” isactually abusiness partnership term. Discussthe
role of afiduciary in society in general, and among believersin
particular.

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the
garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.
John 19:41

Theterm “accept” = vD” dashen, also means “take away ashes.”

“Th t that criminal tto death wasthewhere Joseph 2
eVery 90 crimina SwerepLito wasthewnere Jsepn s Discussthis apparent “pun” in terms of Levitical symbolism.

new tombwashewn out of arock! Thestony sidesof thetomb—thenew
tomb—"the clean place,” where Jesus was laid—were part of the
malefactor’s hill. His dead body is “with the rich man and with the 3
wicked” inthehour of Hisdeath! Hisgraveistheproperty of arichman;
and yet therockswhich form the partition between Histomb and that of
the other Calvary malefactors, are themselves part of Golgotha.”

Discussthe variousincidences of the “third day” in Scripture and
their potential significance(s).

4) Whatarethedanger swhichcancomefromadministeringtheLord’s
Supper?
— notes excerpted from Andrew Bonar’'s

commentary on Leviticuspublished in 1846.* For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

General Charles George Gordon, a distinguished British general, was

commissioned a second lieutenant in 1852. He discovered the area, List 12 evidencesfromtheBiblical text that seemto support the Garden
originally derisively called“Gordon’ sCalvary,” isnow knownas“ The Tombastheactual tomb of Jesus. (Not adoctrinal issue, butimpressive.)

GardenTomb,” in1883.
Preparation for Next Session:

Study Questions: Study Chapters 8, 9 and 10 for next time.

(For the diligent Student.)
Notes:

1) Listanddiscussthevariouscategoriesof offerings, their function,

and significations. 1. Bonar, footnote, p.116-117.

2 Which are the offerings offered outside the camp? Why?

3 Why wasthefirein the brazen altar continual ?
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Session 6
Leviticus 8, 9, & 10
The Priesthood

Review

1]
2]

3]

4

We begin a new section concerning the priests. A priest is one who
represents man before God. Heisthe opposite of aprophet: A prophet
speaksfor God to man. Jesusis, of course, both.

Weleavethebrazen atar now andturntothebrazenlaver. Thissection
will yield agreat deal of insight into what is called consecrationin our
churches.

We are judicialy washed by His blood; but we are sanctified by the
washing of thewater (Eph 5:26).

TheBook of Leviticuswasreally written for the Levites. ItwasGod's
intentiontomaketheentirenationof |srael akingdom of priests(Ex 19:6).
Thesininthematter of thegol den calf preventedthis. Instead, only one
tribewastaken, thetribeof Levi. (I believethenationof | sragl will achieve
their destiny after the Church is gone.)

TheChurchtoday isapriesthood, and Christisthegreat High Priest (Heb
8:1; 1Pet2:9; Rev 5:10; 1:6).

Wecan'treally appreciatetheroleof the priestsuntil weunderstand the
architectureof the Tabernacleandthe Templewhichwaspatterned after
it(Cf. Heb4:14;8:1,2;9:11, 23, 24).

Leviticus 8

The calling, cleansing, and clothing of the priests.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Take Aaron and hissonswith him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and
abullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and abasket of unleavened bread;
Andgather thou all the congregation together unto thedoor of thetabernacl e of
thecongregation.

AndMosesdid asthe LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered
together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
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9]

6]

“Commanded”: 12X inthischapter. Theclincherisv.36: “SoAaronand
his sons did al things which the Lord commanded by the hand of
Moses.”

And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing which the LORD
commanded to be done.
And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.

Thelaver wasfor washing. It representstheWord of God (Cf. Eph5:26;
Titus3:5; Heb 10:22; In13:10; 1Jn 1.9).

Now wewashinit. Later,inheaven, wewill standonit (theglassy sea,
Rev 4.6,10; 15:2)!

[I believethisisoneof thedeliberate“ puns’ by the Holy Spirit. There
areover 200 different kindsof rhetorical devicesusedintheBible; they
are catalogued in Appendix A of Cosmic Codes.]

The Clothing of the High Priest

7]

8]

And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him
with therobe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious
girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith.

Therewereeight articlesof clothingworn by theHigh Priest: four were
wornby all thepriests; four wereuniqueto him. Thecommonitemswere
the coat, the girdle, the mitre, turban or bonnet; and the breeches. All
were of whitelinen, speaking of righteousness. Thesearedescribedin
detail in Exodus28.

All believersareclothedintherighteousnessof Christ. (Remember the
unwel comewedding guest of Mt 22:1-14!)

And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim
and the Thummim.

Thebreastplateisalso described in Exodus 28. The 12 precious stones
echotheEden (of Ezek 28:13), andwill havearepriseintheNew Jerusalem
(Rev 21:19, 20). Each of the 12 stones also had one of the 12 tribes
engraved onthem. He al so wore onyx stoneon hisshoulders, eachwith
six of the 12 tribesengraved onthem. Thus, theHigh Priest carried the
nation of Israel on his shoulder and his heart, speaking of strength and
love. (OnyxisfirstmentionedinGen 2:12; Cf. Ex28:9.)
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The Urim and the Thummim

Thesewereplaced“in,” or behind, the breastplate. The breastplate was
somadeastoformapouch (Ex 28:16) andinit wereplacedtheUrimand
Thummim(Ex28:30).

Urim: “lights”
Thummim: “perfections’

(Cf. Ex28:30; Lev 8:8; Deut 33:8; Ezra2:63; Neh 7:65.)

FromNum27:21; 1Sam14:41; 28:6; and Ezra2:63,and parall€els, itisclear
that they wereusedfor discovering God’ swill. (1 Samuel 28:6indicates
that sometimesadefiniteanswer wasnot alwaysobtainable. Or perhaps
Saul received a series of contradictory answers to his series of ques-
tions. Cf. 1Sam23:10-12.)

There are many conjectures in the literature, but no one really knows
what these mysterious elements were. It is interesting that Moses
apparently needed nodescriptionof them. InExodus28:30, lvx-lais*on,
unto, against” not “in” asis commonly translated.

Thereare somethat infer that they wereresultsof therefractionsonthe
breastplate of the light(s) from the golden lampstand.*

Psalm 19?

The law of the LORD is perfect [ perfections?], converting the soul: the
testimony of the LORD issure, making wisethesimple. The statutesof the
LORD areright, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is
pure, enlightening [lights?] the eyes.

Psalm 19:7, 8

They did not exist after the return from the Babylonian exile.

9] Andheputthemitreuponhishead; also uponthemitre, evenuponhisforefront,
did he put the golden plate, the holy crown; asthe LORD commanded M oses.

Thegoldencrowntobewornonthemitreof theHigh Priestinthecoming
Temple can be seen when you visit the Temple Institute in Jerusalem.
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The Consecration of the High Priest

10] AndMosestook the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacleand all that was
therein, and sanctified them.

Firstthey weresprinkled withblood (Heb 9:21); now they aresprinkled
withoil (Holy Spirit). Theoil speaks of sanctification.

11] Andhe sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and
al his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them.
12] And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to
sanctify him.
He wasn't sprinkled; he was anointed.
Itislikethepreciousointment uponthehead, that ran down uponthebeard,
even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;
Psalm 133:2
So Chrigt, at Hisbaptism, “without measure” (Jn 3:34).
Oil waspoured on Aaron beforethepriestshad theblood applied tothem.

Our High Priest needed no offering for sin. We do; He did not.
Hebrews 1:9

Clothing of the Priests

13] And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and put coats upon them, and girded them
with girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the LORD commanded M oses.
{put bonnets: Heb. bound bonnets}

All done according to the commandment of the Lord; in detail.

Cleansing of the Priests and Aaron

14] Andhebroughtthebullock for thesinoffering: and Aaronand hissonslaidtheir
hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering.

(Four sons; two will shortly get into serious trouble.)

15] Andheslew it; and Mosestook the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar
round about with hisfinger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the
bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it.
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16]

17]

18]

19]
20]

21]

22]

23]

24]

And hetook all the fat that was upon theinwards, and the caul abovetheliver,
and the two kidneys, and their fat, and Moses burned it upon the altar.

But the bullock, and hishide, hisflesh, and hisdung, he burnt with firewithout
the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses.

Thisritual ismeaninglessuntil weunderstandthespiritual lesson. They
follow theritual of the sin offering with the exception that the blood is
put onthehornsof thebrazen altar rather than onthegoldenaltar. Even
the altar which is used for bloody sacrifices must be dedicated with
blood.

Thereisno merit to the wood of the cross. The meritisentirely inthe
One who shed His blood for us there.

And hebrought theram for theburnt offering: and Aaronand hissonslaid their
hands upon the head of the ram.

And hekilled it; and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.

And he cut the ram into pieces; and M oses burnt the head, and the pieces, and
the fat.

And hewashed the inwards and the legsin water; and M oses burnt the whole
ram upon the altar: it was aburnt sacrifice for asweet savour, and an offering
made by fire unto the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses.

They now go through theritual of the burnt offering, following thesin
offering. The sin question must be dealt with first. The sin offering
represents what Christ did for us on the cross. The burnt offering
representswhoHeis. Y oucannever really know Himuntil youfirst come
to Him to save you and you accept Him as your substitute for sin.

And hebrought the other ram, the ram of consecration: and Aaron and hissons
laid their hands upon the head of the ram.

And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of
Aaron’ sright ear, and upon the thumb of hisright hand, and upon the great toe
of hisright foot.

And hebrought Aaron’ s sons, and Moses put of the blood upon thetip of their
right ear, and upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the great toes of
their right feet: and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.

The ram of consecration was actually a trespass offering. No peace
offeringsweremade: thepriestswerealready inthesanctuary, theplace
of fellowship and communion (koinonia). The blood-tipped ear sym-
bolizestheear that will hear thevoiceof God; thehand, service; thefoot,
thewalk. Each must be sanctified for service, totally presented to God.
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25]

26]

27]

28]

29]

30]

31]

32]
33]

34]

35]

36]

And he took the fat, and the rump, and all the fat that was upon the inwards,
and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right
shoulder:

And out of the basket of unleavened bread, that was beforethe LORD, hetook
one unleavened cake, and acake of oiled bread, and onewafer, and put them on
the fat, and upon the right shoulder:

And heput all upon Aaron’ shands, and upon hissons’” hands, and waved them
for awave offering before the LORD.

And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon
the burnt offering: they were consecrationsfor asweet savour: itisan offering
made by fire unto the LORD.

AndMosestook the breast, and waved it for awave offering beforethe LORD:
for of the ram of consecration it was Moses' part; as the LORD commanded
M oses.

They took parts from all the offerings and put them together into the
hands of the priests. Total commitment.

And M osestook of theanointing oil, and of theblood whichwasuponthealtar,
and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and
upon hissons' garmentswith him; and sanctified Aaron, and hisgarments, and
his sons, and his sons’ garments with him.

Bloodisfor theforgivenessof sins, thework of Christ. Theail isforthe
anointing of the Spirit of God. (Theinstructionsfor thisweregivenin
Exodus29:21.)

And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh at the door of the
tabernacleof thecongregation: andthereeat it withthebread that isinthebasket
of consecrations, as| commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it.
And that which remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall ye burn with fire.
Andyeshall not go out of thedoor of thetabernacl e of thecongregationin seven
days, until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he
consecrate you.

As he hath done this day, so the LORD hath commanded to do, to make an
atonement for you.

Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day
and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that yedie not: for so
| am commanded.

So Aaron and hissonsdid all thingswhich the LORD commanded by the hand
of Moses.

Thisisthefina clincher...
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1]

2]

3]

4
5]

6]

8]

9

10]

11]

Leviticus 9

Aaron begins his service: the sin offering; the burnt offering; the meal
and peace offerings. The glory of God appears.

TheHebrew wordfor “ consecration” literally means, “tofill thehand.”
Weneedtocomewithempty hands. Hewill determinewhatisneeded...

Inthischapter, itisthe office of Jesus, not Hischaracter thatisinview.

And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons,
and the elders of Israel;

8" = 1% day of the week. Four sons as witnesses (four Gospels?).

Andhesaid unto Aaron, Taketheeayoung calf for asin offering, and aramfor
aburnt offering, without blemish, and offer them before the LORD.

And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye akid of the
goats for asin offering; and a calf and alamb, both of the first year, without
blemish, for aburnt offering;

Alsoabullock and aramfor peace offerings, to sacrificebeforethe LORD; and
ameat offering mingled with oil: for to day the LORD will appear unto you.
And they brought that which Moses commanded before the tabernacle of the
congregation: and all the congregation drew near and stood beforethe LORD.
AndMosessaid, Thisisthething which the LORD commanded that ye should
do: and the glory of the LORD shall appear unto you.

And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy sin offering, and
thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for thyself, and for the people: and
offer the offering of the peopl e, and make an atonement for them; astheL ORD
commanded.

Aaronthereforewent unto thealtar, and slew the calf of the sin offering, which
wasfor himself.

And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: and hedipped hisfinger in
the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at
the bottom of the altar:

But thefat, and the kidneys, and the caul abovetheliver of the sin offering, he
burnt upon the atar; as the LORD commanded Moses.

And the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire without the camp.

Thesin offeringwasmadefirst. Thesin question hasto be settledfirst.
Ephl:7.
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Aaron Offers the Burnt Offering

12]
13]
14]
15]

16]

Andheslew theburnt offering; and Aaron’ ssonspresented unto himthebl ood,
which he sprinkled round about upon the altar.

And they presented the burnt offering unto him, with the pieces thereof, and
the head: and he burnt them upon the altar.
Andhedidwashtheinwardsandthelegs, and burnt them upontheburnt offering
on the altar.

And he brought the peopl€’s offering, and took the goat, which was the sin
offering for the people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the first.

And he brought the burnt offering, and offered it according to the manner.
{manner: or, ordinance}

The Meal and Peace Offerings

17]

18]

19]

20]
21]

And hebrought themeat offering, and took an handful thereof, andburnt it upon
thealtar, besidetheburnt sacrificeof themorning. { took...: Heb. filled hishand
out of it}

He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings, which
wasfor the people: and Aaron’ s sons presented unto him the blood, which he
sprinkled upon the altar round about,

And the fat of the bullock and of the ram, the rump, and that which covereth
the inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver:

And they put the fat upon the breasts, and he burnt the fat upon the altar:
Andthebreastsand theright shoulder Aaron waved for awave offering before
the LORD; as Moses commanded.

The Glory of God Appears

22]

23]

24]

And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and came
down from offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace
offerings.

And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacl e of the congregation, and came
out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the
people.

All iscompletenow. Andthe Shekinah appearstoall thepeople! Praise
HisName. Christ, too, hasnow enteredtheHoly Place, inheavenitself,
to appear there for you and me today...

Andtherecameafireout from beforethe LORD, and consumed upon the altar

theburnt offering and thefat: whichwhen all the peopl e saw, they shouted, and
fell ontheir faces.

Wow!
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[Thisisapparently what happened with offeringsin the days of Adam
and Eve; that’ show Cain and Abel could determine God’ s*respect” of
their offerings(Gen4:4, 5; Heb 11:4). Thevery Hebrew term“accept” =
vD” dashen, “take away ashes.”]

Leviticus 10
Nadab and Abihu

A change of pace: anarrative.

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and
put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the
LORD, which he commanded them not.

The presumption of Nadab and Abihu is frightening in light of the
teachingaSinai:

Andletthepriestsal so, which comenear tothe LORD, sanctify themsel ves,
lest the LORD break forth upon them.
Exodus19:22

TheLordwasalso very specific about theformulafor theincenseto be
used:

And the LORD said unto Moses, Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and
onycha, and gal banum; these sweet spiceswith purefrankincense: of each
shall therebealikeweight: Andthou shalt makeit a perfume, aconfection
after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and holy: {tem-
pered...: Heb. salted} And thou shalt beat someof it very small, and put of
it befor e the testimony in the taber nacl e of the congregation, where| will
meet withthee: it shall beuntoyou most holy. And asfor the perfumewhich
thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves according to the
composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the LORD. Whosoever
shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his
people.
Exodus30:34-38

Our Godisholy. Hemeanswhat He says; and He sayswhat He means.

HerewehaveNadaband Abihu. IntheNew Testamentwehave Ananias
and Sapphira(Acts5). Thereisawarningin Hebrews 12:25;
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3

4
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6]

Seethat yerefusenot himthat speaketh. For if they escaped not whorefused
himthat spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away
from him that speaketh from heaven:

Hebrews 12:25

And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died
before the LORD.

Our Godisaconsumingfire(Heb 12:29; Cf. 2Cor 5:11).

What had they specifically done? They probably did not light thecenser
of incensefromthecoalsfrom off thealtar, which had come down from
heaven. Thisiswhat was specified (Lev 16:12).

They may havebeen out of stepwith God’ stiming. Theritual for theday
had been completed. They should have consulted with Aaron on the
matter. They may haveintruded beyondtheveil (Lev 16:1, 2). They may
have been wrong in the manner, thetime and place... God is specific.
Cf. 1Cor 11:30! | don’t believethey lost their salvation; but they were
taken out of the game.

Then Moses said unto Aaron, Thisisit that the LORD spake, saying, | will be
sanctifiedinthemthat comenighme, and beforeall thepeoplel will beglorified.
And Aaron held his peace.

| imagine so!

AndM osescalled Mishael and El zaphan, thesonsof Uzziel theuncleof Aaron,
and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary
out of the camp.

Cousins.

So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as Moses
had said.

I’m sure they had everyone's attention...

And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons,
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath
comeuponall thepeople: butlet your brethren, thewholehouseof I srael, bewail
the burning which the LORD hath kindled.

Andyeshall not go out fromthedoor of thetabernacle of the congregation, lest
yedie: for theanointing oil of the LORD isupon you. And they did according
to the word of Moses.
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A restrictionisplaced on Aaronand histwo sons: they wereto represent
the people, and not to mourn outwardly... They were not to contradict
the action of God in judging their loved ones.

And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying,

Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go
into thetabernacle of the congregation, lest yedie: it shall beastatute for ever
throughout your generations:

(It may be that alcohol may also have been a factor with Nadab and
Abihu; Cf. Eph5:18.)

Andthat yemay put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean
andclean;

And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD
hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.

And M oses spake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, hissonsthat
wereleft, Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the LORD
made by fire, and eat it without leaven beside the altar: for it is most holy:
Andye shall eat it in the holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons' due,
of the sacrifices of the LORD made by fire: for so | am commanded.
Andthewavebreast and heave shoul der shall yeeat in aclean place; thou, and
thy sons, and thy daughters with thee: for they be thy due, and thy sons’ due,
which aregiven out of the sacrificesof peaceofferingsof thechildren of Israel.
Theheaveshoulder andthewavebreast shall they bring with the offeringsmade
by fire of thefat, to wave it for awave offering before the LORD; and it shall
be thine, and thy sons' with thee, by a statute for ever; as the LORD hath
commanded.

And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was
burnt: and hewasangry with Eleazar and I thamar, thesonsof Aaronwhichwere
left alive, saying,

Whereforehaveyenot eatenthesin offeringintheholy place, seeingitismost
holy, and God hath givenityouto bear theiniquity of thecongregation, tomake
atonement for them before the LORD?

Behold, theblood of it washot brought inwithintheholy place: yeshouldindeed
have eaten it in the holy place, as| commanded.

Hereisanother tragicincident with action contrary tothewill of God, but
these are sins of omission; it was not adeliberate and willful sin asthat
of their two dead brothers.

And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they offered their sin
offeringandtheir burnt offering beforetheL ORD; and such thingshavebefallen
me: and if | had eaten the sin offering to day, should it have been accepted in
the sight of the LORD?

And when Moses heard that, he was content.
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Aaron probably felt like resigning... If God struck today as He struck
Nadab and Abihu, or Ananias and Sapphira, many church members
would be casualties!

When wecometo God, wemust come on Histerms. Wedon't makethe
rules. Hedoes. Jesus Christ saysthat no man cometo the Father but by
Him(John14:6).

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Listexampleswhereoil isused for anointing. What doesit
represent?

2 Review question: list the various types of offerings and their
distinctives.

3 List the various appearances of the Shekinah in both the Old and
New Testaments.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) What doesthissession teach about the holiness of God? What are
theimplicationsfor the Christian?

2 Compareand contrast theeventsof Nadab and Abihuwith Ananias
and Saphira.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Try to reconcile the semiprecious stones listed in the breastplate
with similar mentionsthroughout the Bible, particularly inthe
Edenic description of Ezek 28, and the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21).

2 Explorethevariousconjecturesabout theUrimand Thumiminany
referencesavailable.



Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters11 and 12.

Notes:

1. Cf. Josephus, Antiquities, 1. viii. 9.

Session 7
Leviticus 11 & 12
Cleanliness & Hygiene

Goinggray?

To prevent the hair fromturning gray, anoint it with the blood of a black
calf which has been boiled in oil, or with the fat of a rattlesnake.
PapyrusEbers, 15528.c.!
Losing hair?

Whenit fallsout, oneremedyisto apply a mixtureof six fats, namely those
of the hor se, the hippopotamus, the crocodile, the cat, the snake, and the
ibex. Tostrengthenit, anoint with thetooth of adonkey crushedinhoney.?

(A special hair dressing the Egyptian Queen Schesch consi sted of equal
parts of aheel of an Abyssinian greyhound, date blossoms, and asses’
hoofs, boiled in 6il. Thischoice preparation wasintended to makethe
royal hair grow.)

Embedded splinters were treated with worms' blood and asses’ dung.
(Sincedungisloadedwithtetanusspores, itislittlewonder that lockjaw
took a heavy toll of splinter cases!)

Theproperly outfitted supply cabinet advised by Papyrus Eberswould
include“lizards' blood, swines' teeth, putrid meat, stinkingfat, moisture
frompig’ sears, milk goosegrease, asses hoofs, animal fatsfromvarious
sources, excretafrom animal's, including human beings, donkeys, ante-
lopes, dogs, cats, and even flies.”3

At thetimethismedical treatisewaswritten, Moseswasbornin Egypt.
Andthe Scripturetellsusthat “Moseswasl|earned in al the wisdom of
the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22).
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Hewoul d bewell acquaintedinwhat wasthemedical wisdom of thetime.
However, when M osesled the great company of Israglitesout of Egypt,
the Lord gave him amost remarkabl e promise for the new nation:

Andsaid, If thouwilt diligently hearken to thevoi ce of the LORD thy God,
and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his
commandments, and keep all hisstatutes, | will put none of these diseases
upon thee, which | have brought upon the Egyptians: for | amthe LORD
that healeththee.

Exodus15:26

Itisastonishingthat M osesdid not incorporateasingle current medical
misconception into the inspired instructions recorded in the Torah!

Theinstructionsin the Torah anticipate modern hygienic discoveries,
theavoidanceof cervical cancerin circumcision, theisolation of conta-
gious diseases, the modern hygienic issues, al on the long list of
provocative anticipations of discoveries made 4,000 years|ater...

Inthisnext section of L eviticusweencounter aradical changeinsubject:
we will switch from the prieststo the people; from offeringsto God to
food for man; from worship before God to the walk in thisworld.

Today we make afalse distinction between the sacred and the secular.
Everythinginour lives can be doneto the glory of God. Could the God
of this vast universe be concerned with what His creatures have for
dinner?

When we purchase a piece of complex equipment, we consult the
instructionsprovided by the manufacturer for the“ careand feeding” of
his product. Our Designer has also provided us some guidelines that
deserveour attention. (Infact, He, too, hasa" 24-hour hotline” to consult
for any special problems!)

When the plague was desol ating Europe—one out of four was stricken—
the Jews so universally escaped infection that, this their exemption, the
popular suspicionwasexcitedinto fury, and they wereaccused of causing
thefearful mortality among the Gentile neighbor sby poisoning wellsand
springs.*
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Leviticus 11

And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying unto them,
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall
eat among all the beasts that are on the earth.

Godmakestherules. God drawsastrict lineof demarcationbetweenlight
and darkness, right and wrong, and clean and unclean. These were not
unique to Mosaic laws: Noah recognized these divisions. We believe
they actually date back to the Garden of Eden...

We, however, today, have no command concerning clean and unclean
animalsfor food. Cf. Acts10:11-15: “Don’t you call unclean what God
hascalled clean.” God makestherules.

For Isragl, the distinction between clean and unclean animals was part
of God' s plan to keep them separate from all nations.

Whatsoever parteth thehoof, andisclovenfooted, and cheweth thecud, among
the beasts, that shall ye eat.

Thiswastheruletobefollowedto determinetheanimal stobeeaten. This
isrepeated in Deuteronomy 14:6. The distinction between clean and
unclean is sharply drawn and does not follow any biological division;
but a health factor was involved.

Theanimalsthat wereforbiddentobeeatenwerelargely uncleanfeeders
and moreliable to disease.

One of the greatest discoveries of modern scienceisthefact that alarge
number of diseasesto which animalsareliableare dueto the presence of
low forms of parasitic life. To such diseases those which are uncleanin
their feeding will be especially exposed, whilenonewill perhapsbefound
wholly exempt. Another discovery of recent times which has a no less
important bearing on the question raised by this chapter is the now
ascertained fact that many of these par asiti c diseasesare common to both
animal sand men, and may becommunicated fromtheformer tothelatter .

Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that
dividethe hoof: asthe camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the
hoof; he is unclean unto you.

It isinteresting that “to meditate” is afigurative expression of a cow
chewing the cud (Ps 1:2).
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The parting of the hoof speaks of thewalk of the believer in separation.
(Eph4:1;5:2,15).

5] And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; heis
unclean unto you.

6] Andthehare, becausehecheweththecud, but divideth not thehoof; heisunclean
unto you.

7] Andtheswine, though hedividethehoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth
not the cud; he is unclean to you.

8] Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they are
unclean to you.

Thislist of uncleananimals. Carnivorousanimalshavebeen excluded.
Only vegetable-eating animals chew the cud.

Fish

9] Theseshall yeeat of all that arein the waters: whatsoever hath finsand scales
in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat.

10] Andall that havenotfinsand scalesintheseas, andintherivers, of all that move
in the waters, and of any living thing which isin the waters, they shall be an
abomination unto you:

11] They shall be even an abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, but
ye shall havetheir carcasesin abomination.

12] Whatsoever hath no finsnor scalesin thewaters, that shall be an abomination

unto you.

Again, asharp lineisdrawn: the clean fish had two visible characteris-
tics: fins and scales. Crawling creatures in the water were forbidden.
Fishermenwouldbringintheir fishonthe Sabbath Day (Neh 13:16-22).

Flying Creatures

13]

14]

And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they
shall not beeaten, they arean abomination: theeagle, andthe ossifrage, andthe
osprey,

The ossifrage is a sea-eagle; the osprey is the fish-hawk.
And the vulture, and the kite after hiskind;

Thevultureandthekiteareknown asfamiliarly asthe eagle and raven.
These are the birds of the air.
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16]

17]

18]

19]

Every raven after hiskind;
And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after hiskind,

Thesearethebirdsof theearth. The* owl” istheostrich. Thenight hawk
is a species of owl known in Syria: very ravenous, known to attack
infants. The cuckoo is probably the sea-swallow or sea-gull.

And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,
The great owl isthe bittern.
And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle,

Theswan: the“ purple-bird” (Porphyrio hyacinthinus). The gier-eagle
can be extremely aggressive, seizing fish or winged fowl.

And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.

Thestork feeds on lizards, frogs, serpents, and other living things. The
heron canalsobeangry andirritable, watching for itsprey. Thelapwing
has beautiful feathers but filthy in its habits.

On the birds there were no visible markers, but the unclean birdswere
unclean feeders: they fed on dead carcasses of animals, fish, and other
fowl.

The specific list reveals that the Mosaic system was intended for the
nation Israel and their particular geography. The lesson for ustoday is
that we must make decisions about our conduct and our profession.
(Elijahwasfed by theravens: dirty birds. Hedidn’t eat the ravens, but
they fedhim.)

Creeping Creatures

20]
21]

22]

All fowlsthat creep, going upon all four, shall be an abomination unto you.

Y et these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon all four,
which have legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth;

Eventheseof themyemay eat; thelocust after hiskind, andthebaldlocust after
hiskind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after hiskind.

Therewereapparently four speciesof locusts, and (although they don’t

appeal tome) they werenot ceremonially unclean. JohntheBaptist had
adiet of locusts and wild honey.
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23]

Butall other flying creeping things, which havefour feet, shall bean abomination
unto you.

With the exception of thefirst four, all insects are unclean.

Contact with Carcasses

24]
25]

26]

26]

27]

28]

29]

30]
31]

32]

Andfor theseyeshall beunclean: whosoever toucheth the carcase of them shall
be unclean until the even.

Andwhosoever beareth ought of the carcase of them shall wash hisclothes, and
be unclean until the even.

The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted,
nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall
beunclean.

The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted,
nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall
beunclean.

And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on
all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be
unclean until the even.

And hethat beareth the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean
until the even: they are unclean unto you.

Thereisanimportant principleset beforeushere: Cleannessor holiness
is not transferred by contact. Uncleanness and unholiness are trans-
ferred by contact. It isimpossible to bring holiness out of the unholy.
But the unclean can affect the clean. An unrighteous man cannot
producerighteousworkswhichareacceptableto God. Y oucannot bring
righteousness out of unrighteousness.

A boy with measlesis never cured by contact with aboy who iswell.
A Christian cannot mingle with the world and play with sin without
becoming contaminated.

Theseal so shall beunclean unto you among the creeping thingsthat creep upon
the earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind,

And theferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the mole.
These are unclean to you among all that creep: whosoever doth touch them,
when they be dead, shall be unclean until the even.

These creatures live on the ground or under the ground.

And upon whatsoever any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be
unclean; whether it be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or skin, or sack,
whatsoever vessel it be, wherein any work is done, it must be put into water,
and it shall be unclean until the even; so it shall be cleansed.
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34]

35]

36]

37]

38]

Andevery earthenvessel, whereintoany of themfalleth, whatsoever isinit shall
be unclean; and ye shall break it.

Of al meat which may be eaten, that on which such water cometh shall be
unclean: and all drink that may bedrunk in every such vessel shall be unclean.
And every thing whereupon any part of their carcase falleth shall be unclean;
whether it be oven, or rangesfor pots, they shall be broken down: for they are
unclean, and shall be unclean unto you.

Neverthelessafountain or pit, wherein thereis plenty of water, shall be clean:
but that which toucheth their carcase shall be unclean.

God taught His people cleanliness in the preparation of good.
Our Lord Jesus Christisthefountain of livingwater (Jn4:14; 7:37-38).

Andif any part of their carcasefall upon any sowing seed whichisto be sown,
it shall be clean.

Now we |leave the kitchen and go out into the field. Dry seed that was
to be sown could not be contaminated.

But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcasefall thereon,
it shall be unclean unto you.

Contact with Carcasses of Clean Animals

39]

40]

41]

42]

43]

44]

49]

Andif any beast, of which yemay eat, die; hethat toucheth the carcase thereof
shall be unclean until the even.

Andhethat eateth of thecarcaseof it shall wash hisclothes, and beuncleanuntil
the even: he also that beareth the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be
unclean until the even.

And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth shall be an abomination;
it shall not be eaten.

Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon all four, or
whatsoever hath morefeet among all creeping thingsthat creep upontheearth,
them ye shall not eat; for they are an abomination.

Y eshall not makeyoursel vesabominabl ewith any creeping thingthat creepeth,
neither shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled
thereby.

Everything that crept on the earth or that went onitsbelly wasunclean.

For | amthe LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye
shall beholy; for | amholy: neither shall ye defile yourselveswith any manner
of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
For | amthe LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your
God: ye shall therefore be holy, for | am holy.
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46]

47]

All creeping things were unclean as representatives of thefall of man:
when the serpent was cursed and made to crawl onits belly...

Thisisthelaw of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that
moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth:

Tomakeadifference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast
that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

Holinessin littlethingsis essential. The acid test of any life of any of
God’ speopleisthis. God says,“l amyouLord. | amholy. Beyeholy.”

Y oumust makethedecisionwhether youaregoingtowalk with God and
for God in this contaminated world. This the lesson for us from this
chapter of the clean and unclean.

Leviticus 12
Original Sin Transmitted

Our Great Physicianisaspeciaistinal fields. Thepreviouschapter was
about dietetics and pediatrics. This chapter deals with obstetrics.

The previous chapter sin by contact; the external character of sin was
emphasized. This chapter dealswith theinternal nature of sin. Itisa
genetic defect weinherit

Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Psalm 51:5

Thedoctrineof thetotal depravity of maniswidely totally rejected, and
yet we see it demonstrated every day.

Wherefore, asby onemansinenteredintotheworld, and deathby sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Romans 5:12

That sweet, cuddly baby, that we so loveto admire, isasinner; brought
into the world by a mother and a father who both are sinners, too.

Isababy who diesininfancy lost becauseheisasinner? No. In Adam

al die, andthat’ sthereasonthelittleonedied. But webelievethat those
that die before the age of accountability are saved.
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Cf.2Samue 12:23(Davidwill joinhisdead son); Rom 7:9 (WhenwasPaul
“alivewithout thelaw,” “ beforethe commandment came” ?).

Boldinfidelity, turn paleand die,
Beneath this stone four infants' asheslie;

Say are they lost or saved,
If death’s by sin, they sinned for they lie here;
If Heaven's by works, in Heaven they can’t appear.

Reason-Ah, how depraved.
Reverse the Bible' s sacred page, the knot’ s untied.
They died, for Adam sinned; they live, for Jesus died.

—Robert Robertson®

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If awoman have conceived seed, and
born aman child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days
of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

Themother isunclean because she has brought asinner into theworld.
Eve probably thought she had brought the Savior into the world when
Cainwashorn, but shehad broughtintotheworldthefirst murderer. This
Levitical ritual istoremindwomenthat they werebringingintotheworld
the same kind of baby Eve had brought into the world. They cannot do
good. They can only sin.

Adamwasa“sonof God” (Lk 3:38). Thistermisfor adirect creation of
God; itisalso used of angels. Youand | are* sons of Adam,” not “sons
of God.” Itisonly throughbeing“bornagain” that webecomethe” Sons
of God” (Jn1:11,12).

And in the eighth day the flesh of hisforeskin shall be circumcised.

Each male child was born a son of Adam, an Israglite, yet was not
included in the covenant until the baby was circumcised. Cf. Romans
9:6, 7. Itisinteresting that modern medical science hasdiscovered that
anewborn baby has peculiar susceptibility to bleeding between the 2™
and 5" daysof life. Hemorrhagesat thistimecanbecritical and may even
produce serious damageto internal organs, especially to the brain, and
cause death from shock and exsanguination.” An important blood-
clottingelement, vitamin K, isnot formedinthenormal amount until the
5"tothe 7" day. Thefirst safeday to perform circumcisionwouldbethe
8" day.
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A second element which is also necessary for the normal clotting of
bloodisprothrombinwhichisminimal inthefirst few daysof thebaby’s
life, but skyrocketsto 110% of normal on the 8" day and then levels off
t0100%. An8-day-oldbaby hasmoreavailabl e prothrombinthanonany
other day of itsentirelife. How did Moses know that thiswastheideal
day for circumcision? By trial anderror?! Cf. Gen17:12.

And she shall then continuein the blood of her purifying three and thirty days;
she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days
of her purifying be fulfilled.

Shehadtwo periodsof uncleanness. 7+ 33=40days. Sheissimply being
reminded that sheisstill asinner.

Someconjecturethat 40 daysmay bespecially reminiscent. It may have
been that Adam and Eve remained only 40 daysunfallen. This40 days
wouldthusbereminiscenceof that only holytimeonearth. The* Second
Adam” was 40 days on earth after His resurrection, recalling to mind
earth’ stime of Paradise. If thisbe so, every “40" suggeststhe knell of
Paradise lost!®

But if she bear amaid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her
separation: and she shall continuein the blood of her purifying threescore and
six days.

Thetimeisdoubled for the cleansing of afemale child. Some suspect
that the male child had the benefit of the covenant in hiscircumcision.
Othersremind usthat “ thewomanwasinthetransgression” (1 Tim2:14).

And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for adaughter,
sheshall bring alamb of thefirst year for aburnt offering, and ayoung pigeon,
or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, unto the priest:

Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she
shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. Thisisthelaw for her that hath
bornamaleor afemale.

Childbearing didn’t save her. A burnt offering and asin offering were
required.

And if shebe not ableto bring alamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two
young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for asin offering:
and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.
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Mary, too, followed thisprocedure (Lk 2:21-23. She, too, wasasinner;
shewasnot sinless. Hisbirthdidn't saveher; Hisdeath and resurrection
did, but only by Her accepting Jesusasher own Savior. [ Cf. 2 John, which
| believe waswritten to her.]

No offering was ever madefor Jesus or by Jesus. Heistheonly sinless
one.

Their poverty was evident. Isaiah’s whisper comes to mind:

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money...
Isaiah 55:1
Next time: Leprosy anditstimely lessons...

* * *

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Whenwerethedistinctionsbetweento*clean” and“unclean” first
instituted?

2 What istheimplication of the distinction between “clean” and
“unclean” upontheparableof the“ pearl of great price” in Matthew
13:45,46?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) What other examples of the absence of error undergirds our
confidence in the Scriptures?

2 Giveexamplesof folkloreposingastruthinour society today. Give
other examples of myths taken seriously in our society.

3 How doesthe distinctions between “clean” and “unclean” impact
the Christian today? Can a Christian enjoy a shrimp cocktail ?

4) What does the raven feeding Elijah say about the use of unclean
vessels?
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5 Giveproofsof the“Total Depravity of Man” from today’s
experiences.

6) Canaclone be saved?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Listexamplesof hygieneinthe Scripturesthat anticipated modern
discoveries.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters13, 14, & 15.
Notes:
1. W.E. Massengill, A Sketch of Medicine and Pharmacy, Bristol, Tenn., S. E.

Massengill Co., 1943, p.16 (g.v. S.I. McMillen, None of These Diseases,
Fleming H. Rfevell Co., Old Tappan, NJ 1963).

2. lbid.

3. Ibid.

4. S H.Kellogg, The Book of Leviticus, p. 303.

5. Ibid., p.301.

6. J.V.McGeg, Leviticus, vol 1, p.140.

7. L. Emmett Holt, J., and Rustin Mclntosh, Holt Pediatrics, 12" edition,
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1953, pp.125-126.

8. Bonar, Leviticus, p.236.

Session 8
Leviticus 13, 14, & 15
Leprosy & Diseases

For many hundreds of years the dreaded disease |eprosy killed count-
lessmillions of peoplein Europe. George Rosen summarizes:

Leprosy cast thegreatest blight that threw itsshadow over thedaily life of
medieval humanity. Fear of all other diseasestaken together can hardly
becomparedtotheterror spread by leprosy. Not eventheBlack Deathin
the 14" century or theappearanceof syphilistowar d theend of thefifteenth
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century produced a similar state of fright. . . . Early in the Middle Ages,
during the 6" and 7*" centuries, it began to spread morewidely in Europe
and became a serious social and health problem. It was endemic
particularly among the poor and reached a terrifying peakin the 13" and
14" centuries.!

Another plaguethat madetheDark Agesreally dark wastheBlack Death.
In the 14" century alone, this killer took the lives of one out of four
persons, an estimatedtotal of 60million! Itwasthegreatest disaster ever
recorded in human history:

Sweeping everything befor eit, thisplague brought panic and confusionin
itstrain. .. Thedead were hurled pell-mell into huge pits, hastily dug for
thepurpose, and putrefying bodieslay about everywhereinthehousesand
streets. Thesextonandthephysicianwerecastintothesamedeepandwide
grave; thetestor and his heirs and executors were hurled from the same
cart into the same hole together.

What brought themajor plaguesof theDark Agesunder control ?George
Rosen again gives us the answer:

Leader shipwastaken by thechurch, asthe physicianshad nothingto offer.
The church took as its guiding principle the concept of contagion as
embodiedintheOld Testament. . . Thisideaanditspractical consequences
aredefinedwith great clarity inthebook of Leviticus. Oncethecondition
of leprosy had been established, the patient was to be segregated and
excluded fromthe community.

[Contrast the HIV procedures:. “ The Unnecessary Epidemic,” etc.]

Followingthepreceptslaid downinLeviticusthechurchundertook thetask
of combattingleprosy. . .itaccomplishedthefirst great feat . . inmethodical
eradication of disease.?

TheprocedurescamefromL eviticus13:46. Other historiansal socredit
theBiblefor thedawning of anew eraintheeffectivecontrol of disease:

Thelawsagainst|eprosyin Leviticus 13 may beregarded asthefirst model
of asanitary legislation.®

Itwasin1873that G. Armauer Hansen, Norwegian, discovered abacillus
that was common in nearly all kinds of leprosy, so it is now known as
“Hansen’s disease.” However interesting this may all be historically,
that leaves us the question, is all this of practical significance for us
today?
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Key Topic

However, thereal topic hereisthe ultimate disease: Sin.

The hopel essness and filthiness of sin aredramatically portrayed here.
The leper that trudged down a hot, dusty road crying out, “Unclean!
Unclean!” wasareminder to thelsraelitethat he, too, wasamoral leper
who needed supernatural cleansing.

Sinisexceedingly sinful.

Thereisno soundnessin my flesh because of thine anger; neither isthere
any rest in my bones because of my sin. For mineiniquitiesare gone over
minehead: asanheavy burdenthey aretoo heavy for me. My woundsstink
and are corrupt because of my foolishness... For my loins arefilled with
a loathsome disease: and there is no soundnessin my flesh... For | will
declare mineiniquity; | will be sorry for my sin.

Psalm 38:3-7, 18

Fromthesoleof thefoot even unto thehead thereisno soundnessinit; but
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed,
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.

Isaiah 1:6

But Christ has borne all these:

Surelyhehathborneour griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet wedid esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, hewas bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

Isaigh 53:4, 5

Is He talking about leprosy, or sin?

Who hisown self bare our sinsin hisown body on thetree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were
healed.

1Peter2:24

Werethereno sin, therewould be neither death nor sickness! Thereare
two critical premisesthat we need to keepin mind:

1) TheBibledoesnot concur withtheview that leprosy wasincurable
inthat day. (CleansingismentionedinLeviticus13:2. Therewere
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supernatural curessuchasNaaman’' sin2Kings5. Someexpositors
believe Job had leprosy.)

2 Thisisnotascientifictreatiseonthedetection, preventionand cure
of leprosy. Thesechaptersdonot containacureforleprosy. Itgives
instructionsto the priest on how acaseisto be determined and the
measuresto betakento prevent itsspreading withinthecamp. The
rituals described were ceremonial rather than curative.

Theleper was ceremonially cleansed after he had been cured.
The loathsome and death-dealing “leprosy” described here also in-

cludeselephantiasis, skin diseases, running issues, cancer, tumors, and
social diseases.

Leviticus 13

Diagnosis of a New Case

1]
2]

3]

And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying,

When aman shall havein the skin of hisflesh arising, a scab, or bright spot,
anditbeintheskinof hisfleshliketheplagueof |eprosy; thenheshall bebrought
unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests:

Thesediagnostic procedures may seem crude by today’ sstandards, but
thiswas areligiousritual, not a diagnosis for treatment.

Threesymptoms: arising or boil; ascab or small tumor; and abright spot.
These are suggestive but not conclusive. He was to be brought to the
HighPriest.

...asweshould: weareto pray to our Great High Priest about everything.
Heb4:16; 7:25; 1John 1:9.

And the priest shall ook on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and when the
hair inthe plagueisturned white, and the plaguein sight be deeper than theskin
of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy: and the priest shall look on him, and
pronounce him unclean.

If the lesion began to disappear, the person was dismissed. If the hair

turned white, it was becoming dead and showed that the disease was
beneath theskin. The priest would then pronouncethe person unclean.
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Our Great Physician hasmadeathoroughinspection of usand hasmade
a diagnosis:

Their throatisan open sepul chre; withtheir tonguesthey haveused deceit;
the poison of aspsisunder their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are
intheir ways:

Romans 3:13-16

He asks usto stick out our tongue and there He finds deceit and lying.
Weareall spiritual lepers.

Leprosy isatype of sin:

1) It becomesovert in loathsome ways.

2 Itisahorribledisease. Leprosy, fromall diseases, hasbeen selected
by the Holy Spirit to stand as atype of sin.

3 Itbeginsinasmall way; yet finally dealsadeath blow. All drunks
start withonedrink. [Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler wereall, onceupona
time, cute, cuddly babies.]

4) Itprogressesslowly, butsurely. Somecaseswill endure10-20years
before resolving in death.

Dr. William Thompson:

It comeson by degreesin different partsof thebody: thehair fallsfromthe
head and eyebrows; the nailsloosen, decay, and drop off; joint after joint
of the fingers and toes shrink up and slowly fall away; the gums are
absorbed, and theteeth disappear; the nose, the eyes, thetongue, and the
palateareslowly consumed; and, finally, thewr etched victimsinksintothe
earth and disappears.*

Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death.
James 1:15

Leprosy isaliving death. Heistreated asadead man (Gal 6:7-8).

5 Leprosy goes beyond pain. The absence of painis one of its
characteristics. However, it keeps the person sad and restless.
[Look at our culture...] It goes beyond feeling.

Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness,
to work all uncleanness with greediness.
Ephesians 4:10
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Having ...a conscience seared with a hot iron...
1 Timothy 4:2

6) Leprosy isthought to be hereditary. Sinisl!
7) Leprosy and sin separate from God.

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
Isaiah 59:2

The New Jerusalem will shut out the unforgiven and unwashed sinner:
Rev21:27;22:15.

If the bright spot bewhitein the skin of hisflesh, and in sight be not deeper than
the skin, and the hair thereof be not turned white; then the priest shall shut up
him that hath the plague seven days:

No haste here, God is slow to anger.

And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The
LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no meansclear the guilty; visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s
children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.

Exodus34:6-7

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:9

And the priest shall look on him the seventh day: and, behold, if the plaguein
hissight be at astay, and the plague spread not in the skin; then the priest shall
shut him up seven days more:

Another inspection to make sure. We need to learn, too, not to make
hasty and rash judgments of others. Itisaseriousthingto makeafalse
charge against another believer.

Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three

witnesses.
1 Timothy 5:19
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Moreover if thy brother shall trespassagainst thee, goandtell himhisfault
between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy
brother. But if hewill not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more,
that inthemouth of two or threewitnesses every word may be established.
Andif heshall neglect tohear them, tell it untothechurch: butif heneglect
to hear thechurch, let himbe unto thee asan heathen man and a publican.
Matthew 18:15-17

Andthepriest shall look on himagaintheseventhday: and, behold, if theplague
be somewhat dark, and the plague spread not in the skin, the priest shall
pronouncehimclean: itisbut ascab: and heshall wash hisclothes, and beclean.

If the plague in the skin had spread for 14 days, but improved, it
obviously wasnot leprosy and hewaspronounced clean. Cf. Luke5:17-
26.

But if the scab spread much abroad in the skin, after that he hath been seen of
the priest for his cleansing, he shall be seen of the priest again:

Andif the priest seethat, behold, the scab spreadeth in the skin, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean: it isaleprosy.

Finally averdict must berendered. Sometimes some can stand inspec-
tionfor awhile, but ultimately the frightful symptoms break out.

They went out fromus, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,
they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they
might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

1 John 2:19

Butitishappened untothemaccordingtothetrueproverb, Thedogisturned
to hisown vomit again; and the sow that waswashed to her wallowingin
themire.

2 Peter 2:22 (qg.v. Prov 26:11)

Diagnosis of a Chronic Case

9

Whenthe plagueof leprosy isinaman, then heshall bebrought untothepriest;

10] Andthepriest shall see him: and, behold, if therising bewhitein the skin, and

it have turned the hair white, and there be quick raw fleshin therising;

11] Itisanold leprosy inthe skin of hisflesh, and the priest shall pronounce him

unclean, and shall not shut him up: for heis unclean.

Often the polished and slick church member does not believe he has
leprosy. Thehardened sinneriseasier toreachthanhe. Heismoreopen.
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Andif aleprosy break out abroad in the skin, and theleprosy cover all theskin
of himthat hath the plaguefrom hishead evento hisfoot, wheresoever the priest
looketh;

Then the priest shall consider: and, behold, if the leprosy have covered all his
flesh, he shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: it isall turned white:
heisclean.

But when raw flesh appeareth in him, he shall be unclean.

Andthe priest shall seetheraw flesh, and pronounce himto be unclean: for the
raw flesh isunclean: it is aleprosy.

Or if the raw flesh turn again, and be changed unto white, he shall come unto
the priest;

Andthepriest shall seehim: and, behold, if theplaguebeturnedintowhite; then
the priest shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: heis clean.

No caseishopeless. Isaiah 1:18 Thetrue mark of leprosy israw flesh.

And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh
had corrupted hisway upon the earth.
Genesis 6:12

Itisthespirit that quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing: thewordsthat |
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
John 6:63

For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to performthat which isgood | find not.
Romans 7:18

That no flesh should glory in his presence.
1 Corinthians 1:29; 15:50

For wearethe circumcision, which wor ship God in the spirit, andrejoice
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.
Philippians 3:3

And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the
garment spotted by the flesh.
Jude 23

Theflesh can never please God. Thefleshisthe old nature, judged on
the cross.

Diagnosis from a Boil or Burn

18]

The flesh also, in which, even in the skin thereof, was a boil, and is heal ed,
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Andinthe place of the boil there be awhiterising, or abright spot, white, and
somewhat reddish, and it be shewed to the priest;

And if, when the priest seeth it, behold, it bein sight lower than the skin, and
the hair thereof be turned white; the priest shall pronounce him unclean: itis
aplague of leprosy broken out of the boil.

But if the priest look on it, and, behold, there be no white hairstherein, and if
it be not lower than the skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest shall shut
him up seven days:

And if it spread much abroad in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him
unclean: itisaplague.

But if the bright spot stay in his place, and spread not, it isaburning boil; and
the priest shall pronounce him clean.

A small sore can becomecancerous. If it penetrated lower thantheskin,
it could mean deep-seated trouble. Old habits can return and become
malignant.

Or if therebeany flesh, in the skin whereof thereisahot burning, and the quick
flesh that burneth have a white bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white;
Then the priest shall look upon it: and, behold, if the hair in the bright spot be
turned white, and it be in sight deeper than the skin; it isaleprosy broken out
of theburning: whereforethepriest shall pronouncehimunclean: itistheplague
of leprosy.

Butif thepriestlook onit, and, behold, there beno white hair inthebright spot,
and it be no lower than the other skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest
shall shut him up seven days:

And the priest shall look upon him the seventh day: and if it be spread much
abroad in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: itisthe plague
of leprosy.

And if the bright spot stay in his place, and spread not in the skin, but it be
somewhat dark; itisarising of the burning, and the priest shall pronounce him
clean: for it isan inflammation of the burning.

Theflesh must bekept under closeobservation, for it, too, can break out
inanalarming manner.

| speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for
asye haveyielded your members servantsto uncleanness and to iniquity
unto iniquity; even so now yield your member s servantsto righteousness
unto holiness.

Romans 6:19

But | keep under mybody, and bringitinto subjection: lest that by any means,

when | have preached to others, | myself should be a castaway.
1 Corinthians 9:27
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Leprosy in the Head or Beard

29
30]

31]

32

33
34]
35]
36]

37]

38]
39]

40]
41]

42]

43]

44]

If aman or woman have a plague upon the head or the beard;

Thenthepriest shall seetheplague: and, behold, if it bein sight deeper thanthe
skin; and there bein it ayellow thin hair; then the priest shall pronounce him
unclean: itisadry scall, even aleprosy upon the head or beard.

It can break out in unlikely spots. A yellow hair indicated that the
infection was beneath the epidermis and could be leprosy.

And if the priest look on the plague of the scall, and, behold, it be not in sight
deeper than the skin, and that there is no black hair in it; then the priest shall
shut up him that hath the plague of the scall seven days:

And in the seventh day the priest shall look on the plague: and, behold, if the
scall spread not, and there bein it no yellow hair, and the scall be not in sight
deeper than the skin;

Heshall be shaven, but the scall shall he not shave; and the priest shall shut up
him that hath the scall seven days more:

Andintheseventh day thepriest shall look onthescall: and, behold, if thescall
be not spread in the skin, nor be in sight deeper than the skin; then the priest
shall pronounce him clean: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.

But if the scall spread much in the skin after his cleansing;

Thenthe priest shall look on him: and, behold, if thescall be spreadintheskin,
the priest shall not seek for yellow hair; he is unclean.

But if the scall bein his sight at a stay, and that there is black hair grown up
therein; thescall ishealed, heisclean: and thepriest shall pronouncehim clean.

These verses show that it might not be leprosy. Accusations should be
cautious!

If aman also or awoman havein the skin of their flesh bright spots, even white
bright spots;

Then the priest shall look: and, behold, if the bright spotsin the skin of their
flesh bedarkish white; itisafreckled spot that groweth in the skin; heisclean.
And the man whose hair is fallen off his head, heisbald; yet is he clean.
And he that hath his hair fallen off from the part of his head toward his face,
heisforehead bald: yet is he clean.

And if there bein the bald head, or bald forehead, awhite reddish sore; itisa
leprosy sprung up in his bald head, or his bald forehead.

Thenthepriest shall look uponit: and, behold, if therising of the sore bewhite
reddishin hisbald head, or in hisbald forehead, astheleprosy appearethinthe
skin of the flesh;

Heisaleprousman, heisunclean: thepriest shall pronouncehimutterly unclean;
hisplagueisin his head.
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Disposal of Garments
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46]
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57]

58]

59]

Andtheleperinwhomtheplagueis, hisclothesshall berent, and hishead bare,
and he shall put acovering upon hisupper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.

Thesinner, too, spreads hissin whereever he goes! Hisdiseaseisalso
contagious and infects others.

All thedayswhereintheplagueshall beinhim heshall bedefiled; heisunclean:
he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.

Thegarment alsothat theplagueof leprosy isin, whether it beawoollengarment,
or alinen garment;

Whether it bein the warp, or woof; of linen, or of woollen; whether in askin,
or in any thing made of skin;

Andif the plague be greenish or reddish in the garment, or inthe skin, either in
the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; it is aplague of leprosy, and
shall be shewed unto the priest:

And the priest shall look upon the plague, and shut up it that hath the plague
seven days:

And he shall look on the plague on the seventh day: if the plague be spread in
the garment, either inthe warp, or in thewoof, or in askin, or in any work that
is made of skin; the plagueis afretting leprosy; it is unclean.

He shall therefore burn that garment, whether warp or woof, in woollen or in
linen, or any thing of skin, wherein the plagueis: for itisafretting leprosy; it
shall be burnt in thefire.

Andif thepriest shall look, and, behold, theplaguebenot spreadinthegarment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin;

Then the priest shall command that they wash the thing wherein the plagueis,
and he shall shut it up seven days more:

And the priest shall ook on the plague, after that it iswashed: and, behold, if
theplaguehavenot changed hiscol our, and the plaguebenot spread; itisunclean;
thoushalt burnitinthefire;itisfretinward, whether it bebarewithin or without.
And if the priest look, and, behold, the plague be somewhat dark after the
washing of it; then he shall rend it out of the garment, or out of the skin, or out
of the warp, or out of the woof:

Andif it appear still inthe garment, either inthewarp, or inthewoof, or inany
thing of skin; it isaspreading plague: thou shalt burn that wherein the plague
iswith fire.

Andthegarment, either warp, or woof, or whatsoever thing of skinit be, which
thou shalt wash, if the plague be departed from them, then it shall be washed
the second time, and shall be clean.

Thisisthelaw of the plague of leprosy in agarment of woollen or linen, either
inthewarp, or woof, or any thing of skins, to pronounceit clean, or to pronounce
it unclean.

Thequality of the garment made no difference. Our righteousnessisas
“used menstrual cloths!” (Isaiah 64.6).
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Leviticus 14
Ceremonial Cleansing

Thepreviouschapter dealt with diagnosisherewedeal with ceremonial
cleansing. We are not being given a cure for leprosy.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Thisshall bethelaw of theleper intheday of hiscleansing: Heshall bebrought
unto the priest:

And the priest shall go forth out of the camp; and the priest shall look, and,
behold, if the plague of leprosy be healed in the leper;

The priest is not going out to heal the leper, but to see if he has been
healed. (“...intheday of hiscleansing.”) Itisaceremony that followed
the cure.

Thepriest hadtogotohim. (Hewaswithoutthecamp...) Cf. Luke17:12.
Cf.Heb2:9-10, 14,16-17. Hebrews6, 10. Cf. Rev 3:20.

Then shall the priest command to take for him that isto be cleansed two birds
alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop:

Andthepriest shall command that oneof thebirdsbekilledinan earthen vessel
over running water:

Asfor theliving bird, he shall takeit, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and
the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that
waskilled over the running water:

And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven
times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let theliving birdlooseinto the
open field.

Theleper was shut out of the tabernacle; the priest had to cometo him.
Two birds: one for death; the other typifying the resurrection. Scarlet:
faithintheblood. Cf. Rahab’ sevidenceof faith, Joshua2:18-21 (Cf. Song
of Solomon4:3).

Running water isliving water: John 4, 7.

Freeasabird?
Standfast thereforeintheliberty wherewith Christ hath made usfree, and

be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
Galatians 5:1; Cf. Hebrews 6 & 10
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Livingwater and blood meetinthisceremony (Cf. Jn 19:34-35; 1.Jn5:6).

And hethat isto be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair,
and wash himself in water, that he may be clean: and after that he shall come
into the camp, and shall tarry abroad out of his tent seven days.

But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair off his head
and hisbeard and hiseyebrows, evenall hishair heshall shaveoff: and he shall
wash his clothes, also he shall wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean.

Clothesrepresent the habitsof life, lifestyle. Shaving of f thehair wasto
call attention to the radical and revolutionary change taking place.

Now ye are clean through the word which | have spoken unto you.
John 15:3
And ontheeighth day he shall taketwo helambswithout blemish, and oneewe
lamb of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deal s of fineflour for a
meat offering, mingled with oil, and onelog of oil.

(The next 10 verses are a single sentence!)

And the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man that isto be made
clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation:

Andthe priest shall take one helamb, and offer him for atrespass offering, and
thelog of oil, and wave them for awave offering before the LORD:

And he shall slay thelamb in the place where he shall kill the sin offering and
the burnt offering, in the holy place: for asthe sin offeringisthepriest’s, sois
the trespass offering: it is most holy:

Andthepriest shall takesomeof theblood of thetrespassoffering, andthepriest
shall put it upon thetip of the right ear of him that isto be cleansed, and upon
the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot:

And the priest shall take some of thelog of oil, and pour it into the palm of his
own left hand:

Andthepriest shall dip hisright finger intheoil that isin hisleft hand, and shall
sprinkle of the il with hisfinger seven times before the LORD:

And of therest of the oil that isin his hand shall the priest put upon thetip of
theright ear of himthat isto be cleansed, and upon thethumb of hisright hand,
and upon the great toe of hisright foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering:
And the remnant of the oil that isin the priest’s hand he shall pour upon the
head of him that isto be cleansed: and the priest shall make an atonement for
him before the LORD.

And the priest shall offer the sin offering, and make an atonement for him that
is to be cleansed from his uncleanness; and afterward he shall kill the burnt
offering:

Andthepriest shall offer theburnt offering and themeat offering uponthealtar:
and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he shall be clean.
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For the poor...

And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for a
trespassofferingto bewaved, to makean atonement for him, and onetenth deal
of fineflour mingled with oil for ameat offering, and alog of oil;

And two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as heis able to get; and the
one shall be asin offering, and the other aburnt offering.

Andheshall bring them ontheeighth day for hiscleansing untothe priest, unto
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the LORD.

And the priest shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, and the log of ail,
and the priest shall wave them for awave offering before the LORD:
Andheshall kill thelamb of thetrespassoffering, and the priest shall takesome
of the blood of the trespass offering, and put it upon the tip of theright ear of
him that isto be cleansed, and upon the thumb of hisright hand, and upon the
great toe of hisright foot:

And the priest shall pour of the oil into the palm of his own left hand:

And the priest shall sprinkle with hisright finger some of the oil that isin his
left hand seven times before the LORD:

And the priest shall put of the oil that isin his hand upon the tip of the right
ear of himthat isto be cleansed, and upon thethumb of hisright hand, and upon
thegreat toeof hisright foot, upontheplaceof theblood of thetrespassoffering:
Andtherest of the oil that isin the priest’ s hand he shall put upon the head of
him that is to be cleansed, to make an atonement for him before the LORD.
And he shall offer the one of the turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, such as
hecan get;

Even such asheisableto get, theonefor asin offering, and the other for aburnt
offering, withthemeat offering: and the priest shall makean atonement for him
that is to be cleansed before the LORD.

Thisisthelaw of himinwhomisthe plague of leprosy, whose handisnot able
to get that which pertaineth to his cleansing.

The Cleansing of a House

33
34]

35]

36]

37]

38]

And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

Whenyebe comeinto theland of Canaan, which | giveto youfor apossession,
and | put the plague of leprosy in a house of the land of your possession;
And hethat owneth the house shall come and tell the priest, saying, It seemeth
to methereisasit were a plague in the house:

Then the priest shall command that they empty the house, beforethe priest go
into it to see the plague, that all that isin the house be not made unclean: and
afterward the priest shall go in to see the house:

Andheshall ook ontheplague, and, behold, if the plaguebeinthewallsof the
house with hollow strakes, greenish or reddish, which in sight are lower than
thewall;

Then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house, and shut up
the house seven days:
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Andthe priest shall come again the seventh day, and shall look: and, behold, if
the plague be spread in the walls of the house;

Then the priest shall command that they take away the stones in which the
plagueis, and they shall cast them into an unclean place without the city:
And he shall cause the house to be scraped within round about, and they shall
pour out the dust that they scrape off without the city into an unclean place:
Andthey shall take other stones, and put them in the place of those stones; and
he shall take other morter, and shall plaister the house.

Andif theplaguecomeagain, and break out inthehouse, after that hehath taken
away the stones, and after he hath scraped the house, and after it is plaistered;
Then the priest shall come and ook, and, behold, if the plague be spread in the
house, it isafretting leprosy in the house: it is unclean.

And heshall break down the house, the stones of it, and the timber thereof, and
all the morter of the house; and he shall carry them forth out of the city into an
uncleanplace.

Moreover he that goeth into the house all the while that it is shut up shall be
unclean until the even.

And he that lieth in the house shall wash his clothes; and he that eateth in the
house shall wash his clothes.

And if the priest shall comein, and look upon it, and, behold, the plague hath
not spread in the house, after the house was plaistered: then the priest shall
pronounce the house clean, because the plague is healed.

And he shall take to cleanse the house two birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet,
and hyssop:

And he shall kill the one of the birdsin an earthen vessel over running water:
And heshall takethe cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the scarlet, and theliving
bird, and dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in the running water, and
sprinkle the house seven times:

And he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird, and with the running
water, and with the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with the hyssop,
and with the scarlet:

But he shall let go theliving bird out of the city into the open fields, and make
an atonement for the house: and it shall be clean.

Thisisthelaw for all manner of plague of leprosy, and scall,

And for the leprosy of agarment, and of a house,

And for arising, and for a scab, and for a bright spot:

To teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean: thisis the law of leprosy.

Leviticus 15
Running Issues

Human natureisnot only defiled, it isdefiling.

Leprosy was a disease that could not be kept secret for long. We,
however, have anaturethat ishidden. Thesecret sinsareinview here.
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| see no fault committed which | too might not have committed.
— Goethe

Every man knows that of himself which he dares not tell to his dearest
friends.
— Samuel Johnson

I do not know what the heart of a villain may be-but | only know that of a
virtuous man, and that is frightful.
— Count de Maistre

Gotoyour ownbosom. Knockthere: andaskyour heartwhat it doth know.
— Shakespeare

Why isthere no man who confesses hisvices? Itisbecause he hasnot yet
laid them aside. It isa waking man only who can tell his dreams.
— Seneca

The"New morality” turnsout thesameol d diseasesthat theold morality
did!

And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When any man hath a
running issue out of hisflesh, because of hisissue heisunclean.
Andthisshall behisuncleannessinhisissue: whether hisfleshrunwithhisissue,
or his flesh be stopped from hisissue, it is his uncleanness.

This vivid language reveals how sickening, disgusting, abhorrent,
offensive, impure, repugnant, and utterly corrupt and corrupting the
human natureis. Itisthe pusof sinflowing fromthe human heart. Itis
everywhere around us.

Andweallinfluenceeach other. Weareal | preachers—whether weknow
itornot! Youarepreachingwithyour life...

Every bed, whereon he lieth that hath the issue, is unclean: and every thing,
whereon he sitteth, shall be unclean.

And whosoever toucheth his bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the even.

And he that sitteth on any thing whereon he sat that hath the i ssue shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

And hethat toucheth the flesh of him that hath theissue shall wash hisclothes,
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
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Everything hetouchesisunclean. Theserunning soresarehiddensins...

Andif hethat hath theissue spit upon him that is clean; then he shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

And what saddle soever he rideth upon that hath the issue shall be unclean.
And whosoever toucheth any thing that was under him shall be unclean until
theeven: and hethat beareth any of thosethingsshall wash hisclothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

Andwhomsoever hetoucheth that hath theissue, and hath not rinsed hishands
inwater, he shall wash hisclothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the even.

Andthevessel of earth, that he toucheth which hath theissue, shall be broken:
and every vessel of wood shall berinsed in water.

Sin by accidental contact. It's everywhere; how can one avoid it?

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse hisway? by taking heed thereto
according to thy word.

Psalm 119:9
Now ye are clean through the word which | have spoken unto you.
John 15:3
Sanctify themthrough thy truth: thy word istruth.
John 17:17

And when he that hath an issueis cleansed of hisissue; then he shall number
to himself sevendaysfor hiscleansing, and wash hisclothes, and bathe hisflesh
in running water, and shall be clean.

And on the eighth day he shall take to him two turtledoves, or two young
pigeons, and come before the LORD unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and give them unto the priest:

And the priest shall offer them, the one for a sin offering, and the other for a
burnt offering; and the priest shall makean atonement for him beforetheLORD
for hisissue.

The Christian’ sbar of soap: 1 John 1:9

Andif any man’ sseed of copulation go out from him, then he shall wash all his
flesh in water, and be unclean until the even.

And every garment, and every skin, whereonisthe seed of copulation, shall be
washed with water, and be unclean until the even.

The woman also with whom man shall lie with seed of copulation, they shall
both bathe themselves in water, and be unclean until the even.
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Venerea diseases. Manisawaysindanger of debasing himself inthat
which wasto be one of the noblest experiences. Cf. Matthew 5:27-28.

And if awoman have an issue, and her issuein her flesh be blood, she shall be
put apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the
even.

Andevery thingthat sheliethuponinher separation shall beunclean: every thing
also that she sitteth upon shall be unclean.

And whosoever toucheth her bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the even.

Andwhosoever toucheth any thing that she sat upon shall wash hisclothes, and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

Andif it be on her bed, or on any thing whereon she sitteth, when he toucheth
it, he shall be unclean until the even.

Andif any manliewithher at all, and her flowersbeuponhim, heshall beunclean
seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean.

And if awoman have an issue of her blood many days out of the time of her
separation, orif it run beyond thetimeof her separation; all thedaysof theissue
of her uncleanness shall be asthe days of her separation: she shall be unclean.
Every bed whereon shelieth all thedaysof her issueshall beunto her asthebed
of her separation: and whatsoever she sitteth upon shall be unclean, as the
uncleanness of her separation.

And whosoever toucheth those things shall be unclean, and shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

But if shebecleansed of her issue, then she shall number to herself seven days,
and after that she shall be clean.

Andontheeighth day sheshall take unto her twoturtles, or two young pigeons,
and bring themunto thepriest, to thedoor of thetabernacl e of the congregation.
And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for her before the LORD for
the issue of her uncleanness.

Treatedasanoutcast (Num5:2); areminder of thefall of maninGenesis.
We can begin to understand the plight of the woman with the issue of
bloodinMatthew 9:20-26; Mark 5:25-42; L uke8:43-48.

Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness; that they
dienotintheir uncleanness, whenthey defilemy tabernacl ethat isamong them.
Thisisthelaw of himthat hath anissue, and of himwhose seed goethfromhim,
and is defiled therewith;

And of her that issick of her flowers, and of him that hath an issue, of the man,
and of the woman, and of him that lieth with her that is unclean.

Hidden sinisnot atrivial matter with God.
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Knowyenot that year ethetempleof God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
inyou? If any man defil ethetempl e of God, himshall God destroy; for the
temple of God is holy, which templeye are.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

Well enough of this disgusting stuff...
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things arejust, whatsoever things are pure, whatso-
ever thingsarelovely, whatsoever thingsareof goodreport; if therebeany
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
Philippians 4:8
Next Session: Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement

* * %

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) What istheconnection between thewoman with theissue of blood
(Mt9:20-26; Mk 5:25-42; Lk 8:43-48) and Jairus' Daughter? (Both
are connected with 12 years...)

2 List thewaysthat leprosy isatype of sin.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Didanimalsdiebefore Genesis3? Why?

2 Giveexamplesof theapplicationof Matthew 18:15-17inthechurch
today.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Exploretherecent discoveriesthat the* Spanish Flu” of 1918 that

killed over 20 million in only afew monthswere caused by a
combination of pig and human flu genes.
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2 What might betheimplicationsof harvesting organsfrom animals
for use in the human body?

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapter 16, The Day of Atonement.

Notes:

1. George Rosen, History of Public Health, MD Publications, New Y ork, 1958,

pPp.62-63.

Rosen, op cit., pp.63-65.

3. Arturo Castiglione, A History of Medicine, Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., New Y ork,
1941, p.71.

4.  William Thompson, The Land and the Book, Vol |, pp.530-531; q.v. McGee,
p.150.

N

Session 9
Leviticus 16
Yom Kippur

The Day of Atonement

Review

Sofarinour review of Leviticuswehavestudied offerings, priests, and
sin. None of these have dealt finally and completely with sin. Now we
cometo that which dealsmore completely than any other withsin. The
chapter before us points more specifically and adequately to the work
of Christinredemption.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow
of thingsto come; but the body is of Christ.

Colossians 2:16, 17

The Midrash emphasizes that prophecy is pattern, not just prediction.
Key Topic: Yom Kippur

Therabbisdesignatedthe Day of Atonement withthesimpleword Yoma,
“TheDay.” Itwasonthisday that sinwasdealt withinamoreadequate
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way than in any other ceremony of the Mosaic system. Note the
emphasison“all” sinsinvv.16, 21, and 22.

The Day

Y om Kippur was observed in the 7" month, and on the 10" day (v.29).
Thesearesignificant numbersin Scripture: The 7" monthisthesabbatic
month and denotes rest and cessation from works. It issignificant that
thismonthwassel ected to expresstherest of redemptionthatisin Christ.
The 10" expresses God' swill and way:

The Ten Commandments;

The tithe (tenth);

Theremnant of Israel (1sa6:13);

The day of selection of the Passover (Ex 12:3);

Theday of Jubilee(Lev 25:9, whichwewill takeup later.

The 10" day expressesthetruththat Christ cametodothewill of God:
“It pleased the Lord to bruiseHim” (Isa53:10).

Atonement

rpK’ kaphar, to cover, purge, make an atonement, makereconciliation,
cover over with pitch (Noah's Ark). God did not take away the sinsin
theOld Testament: Hecoveredthemuntil Christ cameand removedthem.
Cf.Acts17:30; Rom 3:24-25; Heb 9:8, 9, 15.

Leviticus 16

Preparation of the High Priest

1] Andthe LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron,
when they offered before the LORD, and died;

The specificity of the instructions of this day are contrasted with the
disobedience of Nadab and Abihu, the sonsof Aaronwho intrudedinto
theHoly of Holies of the Tabernacleand were put to death by thedirect
judgment of God (Chapter 10). Many commentators treat these two
chapters together.

Thegreat Day of Atonement explainsthe sudden death of thesetwo men.

Theutter holinessof God and the utter sinful nessof man aremadeclear
inthisservice.
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Thisgreat gulf between God and man, however, isnot fixed: it hasbeen
bridged! WhenyoucomeGod’ sway, you cancomewithboldness(Heb
4:16; 10:19-22). [However, only through Jesus Christ. Any other way
isto take the path of Nadab and Abihu!]

And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come
not at all timesinto the holy place within thevail before the mercy seat, which
isupon the ark; that he die not: for | will appear in the cloud upon the mercy
seat.

Heistocomeaone(v.17). Heispicturing (foreshadowing) Christ. Cf.
Ps22:1;In16:32; 2Cor 5:19.

Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin
offering, and aram for aburnt offering.

After theusual morning sacrificeof sevenlambstoindicatethecomplete
offering up to God that wasthat day to be made (Num29:8ff).

He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon
hisflesh, and shall be girded with alinen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall
hebeattired: theseareholy garments; thereforeshall hewash hisfleshinwater,
and so put them on.

John1:1,14,18.

And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the
goatsfor asin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

And Aaron shall offer hisbullock of the sin offering, whichisfor himself, and
make an atonement for himself, and for his house.

Thispreparationhasnocounterpartinthelifeandwork of Christ: Hehad
no sin. He never made an offering for Himself. (The offering of
turtledoves when He was brought to the Temple as a baby wasfor the
cleansingof Mary, Hismother. Itwastoremind her that shewasasinner.)

“For hishouse” : Somethink that thisincluded theentire body of priests
andLevites, asin Psalm 115:12.

Preparation of the Place

7]

8]

And he shall takethetwo goats, and present them beforethe LORD at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation.

And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the
other lot for the scapegoat.
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And Aaron shall bring the goat upon whichthe LORD’ Slot fell, and offer him
for asinoffering.

But the goat, on which thelot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive
before the LORD, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a
scapegoat into the wilderness.

And Aaron shall bring thebullock of the sin offering, whichisfor himself, and
shall makean atonement for himself, and for hishouse, and shall kill thebullock
of the sin offering which isfor himself:

And he shall take acenser full of burning coals of firefrom off the altar before
theLORD, and hishandsfull of sweet incense beaten small, and bringit within
thevail:

And he shall put the incense upon thefire before the LORD, that the cloud of the
incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:

The fragrance is drawn out by the fire, to show that acceptance is
effected by justiceitself.

Thevery firethat preyed upon the bullock till it was consumed into ashes
isthat which causesthisfragranceto befelt; the very righteousness that
sought for an atonement delights to proclaim that the law is magnified,
YHWH glorified, the sinner justified.

— Bonar

The offering of incense was always accompanied with prayer (Cf. Rev
8:4; Ps141.:2). InRev 5:8, thesaintshavegoldenvials, not censers. These
prayers are not intercessory, but their own, in anticipation of being
presented to the High Priest...

14] And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkleit with hisfinger upon

15]

16]

themercy seat eastward; and beforethemercy seat shall he sprinkleof theblood
with his finger seven times.

“Upon” and “before” the Mercy Seat. (Cf. Ezek 43:7 for “the soles of
Hisfeet...” Seeour briefing package, The Seat of Mercy.)

Then shall hekill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring
hisblood withinthevail, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the
bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:
And heshall makean atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness
of thechildren of Israel, and because of their transgressionsin all their sins: and
soshall hedofor thetabernacl e of the congregation, that remaineth among them
in the midst of their uncleanness.

Atonement for theHoly Placeitself? Thepresenceof guilty | srael defiled
the courts, and the bringing in of their representative was reckoned as
adefilement. Thus,
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18]
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It was therefore necessary that the patterns of thingsin the heavens should be
purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices
than these.

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
figuresof thetrue; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us.

Cf.Hebrews9:23, 24.

The sameritual isfollowed in slaying the goat asin the slaying of the
bullock for Aaron. The two goats constituted one sin offering. Each
represented a distinct aspect of the remission of sin.

One was offered as a sin offering. The other, called lza:[ aza’ zel, the
scapegoat, wastakenintothewilderness. (z[ for goat; and lz:a“todepart,
goaway.”) (LXX, Luther, Kellogg, and Bonar, indicatethat it meansan
entire and utter removal. Edersheim, “wholly to go away.”) It was
selected by lot; when you visit the Temple Institute in Jerusalem, you
can see the lottery box established for this purpose in the coming
Temple.

Before anything was doneto the goats, the High Priest had to enter the
Holy of Holieswiththebl ood of thebullock for himself andfor hishouse.
Hewentinon only oneday of theyear, but hewent intwiceonthat day.

Christ was made sin for us on the Cross (2 Cor 5:21). This is the
counterpart tothebrazen altarinthe Tabernacle. Thenasour Great High
Priest, He entered into heaven and offered His own blood for our sins.
Now the Throne of God isamercy seat for us. (Seeour briefing pack,
The Seat of Mercy for the possible destiny for the original relic.)

Aaron went in with fear and trembling; we are bidden to comein with
boldness (Heb 4:16). After hehad gonein for himself and hishouse, he
wasto go into the Holy of Holies for the people. Alone.

Andthereshall be no maninthetabernacle of the congregation when he goeth
into makean atonement in the holy place, until hecomeout, and havemadean
atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of
Isradl.

And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the LORD, and make an
atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of
the goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about.

Andheshall sprinkleof theblood uponit with hisfinger seventimes, and cleanse
it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.
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Eventhebrazen altar itself must have the blood applied becausethisis
where the sins of Israel were confessed and atoned; it is polluted
because of the sin of the people. All of thisisto remind us of the One
who died on the Crossfor us. Itisnot the Crossthat isimportant: itis
the Onewho died onthe Cross (1 Pet 1:18-19; Heb 9:23).

The Preparation of the People

20]

21]

22]

23]

24]

25]

Andwhen hehath madean end of reconciling theholy place, andthetabernacle
of the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat:

And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of thelive goat, and confess
over himall theiniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions
inall their sins, putting them upon the head of thegoat, and shall send himaway
by the hand of afit man into the wilderness:

And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto aland not inhabited:
and he shall |et go the goat in the wilderness.

Thelaying on of hands denotes the fact that this goat is now identified
withthesinsof Isradl (1sa53:6; 2 Cor 5:21). It has been suggested that
“the thief knew that those wounds in the body of Christ were not the
wounds of Christ, but of the thief.”

Thescapegoat wastaken out until it disappearedinthewilderness. (Cf.
Ps103:12; 1sa38:17; 44:22; Jer 50:20; 31:34.) [ Just asal | that contami nates
isexcluded fromtheNew Jerusalem (Rev 21:27)].

Faith transfers our sins; Christ removes them; God forgets them.

And Aaronshall comeinto thetabernacl e of the congregation, and shall put off
thelinen garments, which he put on when hewent into the holy place, and shall
|eave them there:

Andheshall wash hisfleshwithwater intheholy place, and put on hisgarments,
and comeforth, and offer hisburnt offering, and theburnt offering of thepeople,
and make an atonement for himself, and for the people.

Theritual of YomKippurisnow over. All thatisleftisfor Aarontowash
up. Thishasno counterpart with Christ. When Hiswork wasfinished,
He sat down at the right hand of God.

And the fat of the sin offering shall he burn upon the altar.

Thefat, thetwokidneys, andthefat onthem (3:10), and all thefat onthe

inwards; the blazing flame declaring the dedication of hiswhole heart
and inmost desires, al sent up in one flame to God.

Page 121



26]

27]

28]

29

30]

31]

32

33

34]

And hethat let go the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and bathe
his flesh in water, and afterward come into the camp.

Andthebullock for thesinoffering, andthegoat for thesin offering, whoseblood
wasbroughtintomakeatonementintheholy place, shall onecarry forthwithout
the camp; and they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their
dung.

And he that burneth them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water,
and afterward he shall come into the camp.

All that was contaminated by contact with the live goat had to be
cleansed. The carcasses of the bullock and the goat were taken outside
the camp and burned, and the people that did that had to wash
themselves.

God isimpressing these people that they were sinners—lost sinners—
and He is showing that He is holy and that sin separates from God.

And thisshall be astatute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the
tenth day of themonth, yeshall afflict your souls,and donowork at all, whether
it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you:

For onthat day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanseyou, that
ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.

It shall be asabbath of rest unto you, and yeshall afflict your souls, by astatute
for ever.

This seventh month to be as memorable asthe seventh day of theweek.
| sai ah reprovesthe neglected observance of thisholy day in 58:3f. This
may also refer to the times of the year of jubilee which began on the
evening of YomKippur. Givingfood tothe poor, etc. (Ex 23:11).

Andthepriest, whom heshall anoint, and whom he shall consecrateto minister
inthe priest’ s officein hisfather’ s stead, shall make the atonement, and shall
put on the linen clothes, even the holy garments:

And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an
atonement for thetabernacl e of the congregation, and for thealtar, and he shall
make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation.
Andthisshall bean everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the
children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as the LORD
commanded Moses.

Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is the only day of mourning and
fasting which God gave His people. Itisnot aday of celebration: itis
aday of contrition and affliction for sin. Thisisthebasisof fastingin
the Old Testament.
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This day wasto be observed until the permanent and eternal sacrifice
for sincame. Itwasfulfilled by Christin Hisdeath.

* *x %

“Man of Sorrows!” what aname
For the Son of God who came
Ruined sinnersto reclaim!
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood;
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Guilty, vileand helpless, we;
Spotless Lamb of God was He;
“Full atonement!” can it be?
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

“Lifted up” wasHetodie,
“Itisfinished,” wasHiscry;
Now in heav’ n exalted height;
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

When He comes, our glorious King,
All Hisransomed hometo bring,
Then anew this song we'll sing:
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
—P.P.Bliss

[Muchof thiswasexcerptedfromJ. VernonMcGee, and Andrew Bonar;
see bibliography.]

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) What werethe specifics concerning Nadab and Abihu? What was
the relevance to this chapter?

2 How many timesdid the High Priest go into the Holy of Holies?
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3 When? And Why?
4) Explainwhy there weretwo goatsinvolved.

5 Differentiatebetweentheelementsthat wereprophetic of Christand
those which were not.

Discussion Questions:
(Where two people agree, one is redundant.)

1) Explainthedifferencebetweenatonement of, andremissionof, sins.

2 Whywill therebeofferingsintheMillenniumif Christ died onceand
foral?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Theword rpK’ kaphar, isused in Genesis 6:14 as the pitch for
covering Noah's ark. Why?

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 17 —20.

Session 10
Leviticus 17 - 20

Review
Leviticusis unfolding bedrock truths for Christians today. Although
thesethingsweregivento lsrael inaliteral way, and though the reason

for doing these things has passed away, they still are instructive with
great spiritual lessons for us today.

Key Topic

Thefocusisnow given to the oneplace of sacrificeand thevalue of the
blood.
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2]

This chapter had direct application to the daysin the wilderness when
the nation was encamped around the Tabernacle. Itisn't restricted to
the ceremonial use of animals; it deals with the food the people ate.

After |srael was scattered throughout theland of Canaan, some of them
lived ahundred miles or more from the Tabernacle; it would not have
been feasiblefor themto bring theanimal sthey wereto usefor food and
slay them at the Tabernacle. In Deuteronomy God revised these
instructionswhenthey wereready to enter theland (Deut 12:15-16, 20-
).

Why all this? Israel had just |eft Egypt where they had beenimmersed
in a pagan, idol-worshiping culture. There was always the danger of
lapsing back into idolatry.

Thewordtranslated“devils’ inv.7isactualy ry[f* seirim, whichmeans
“hairy one” and refersto goats. The Egyptiansworshiped Mendes, the
goat god; and the Greeks worshiped the goat god as Pan, familiar to us
fromliteratureaswithtail, horns, and clovenfeet. Medieval Christianity
then identified thisform asthe devil. (We get our word panic fromthis
period of timewhen it described the terror the Devil caused.)

Fromthisweunderstand why Isragl wasforbiddentokill any animal in
any place but the Tabernacle: to prevent them from offering to Pan, the
goat god.

We also learn that under no circumstance was the blood to be eaten: it
represents life. Life was sacred. Even animals were not be slain
needlessly.

Blood speaks of the sacrifice of Christ. It wasthe means of expiation;
it wasthe symbol of reconciliation, the type of the one great vicarious,
substitutionary sacrifice of Christ. [Whenever thereis a hesitation to
mention sin, there is an accompanying playing down of the precious
blood of Christ.]

Leviticus 17

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak unto Aaron, and unto hissons, and unto all thechildren of Israel, and say
unto them; Thisis the thing which the LORD hath commanded, saying,



3]

4

5]

6]

These instructions were not for Moses and Aaron aone, but for the
entire nation.

Godisnow goingtoreachintotheir privatelives. Hemadeadifference
between the clean and unclean animals in Chapter 11; now He estab-
lishestheregulationsby whichtherewereto eat thecleananimals. They
areto bedifferent than the nations around them, aswill be emphasized
againinthenext chapter (Lev 18:3).

What man soever there be of the house of |srael, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or
goat, in the camp, or that killeth it out of the camp,

And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer
an offering unto the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD; blood shall be
imputed unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from
among his people:

Totheendthat thechildren of | srael may bringtheir sacrifices, whichthey offer
inthe open field, even that they may bring them unto the LORD, unto the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest, and offer them for peace
offerings unto the LORD.

And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of the LORD at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and burn the fat for a sweet savour unto
the LORD.

Thisisone of those strange laws which do not concern the ceremonial
offering of sacrifices. These animalswerefor food. God was at their
dinner table: the heathen gods were to be shut out.

Amongtheheathen, meat wasofferedtoanidol beforeit waseaten. This
wasaroadblock to theroad toidolatry. When they werein Egypt, even
though they were slaves, they wereidolaters (Ezek 20:6-8). They had
worshiped animals, and the shedding of blood and the offering of meat
were used in idolatry. God is trying to break them from that sordid
background. (It only took afew daysto get Israel out of Egypt. It took
40 yearsto get Egypt out of Isragl.)

This is also the background to understand the significance of Paul’s
injunctionstothe Corinthiansin 1 Cor 8:1-3and 10:1-33. Theoffering
of meat to idolswas an integral part of the distribution systemto local
market. Theconverted Gentilesdidn’t haveany qualmsabout eating the
meat because they realized that the idol was nothing. But the Jewish
Christian didn’t like to eat with a Gentile Christian because of this
differenceover themeat offeredtoidols. ThischapterinLeviticusgives
us the background for the Corinthian passages.
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Thisisamong the thingsthat get resolved in the Council of Jerusalem
inActs15.

Andthey shall no more offer their sacrificesunto devils, after whomthey have
gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their
generations.

Theword for “devils” isactually the “hairy ones,” or goats. The same
wordisusedinreferencetotheidolatry that Jeroboam establishedinthe
NorthernKingdom:

And heordained himpriestsfor thehigh places, and for thedevils, and for
the cal veswhich he had made. And after themout of all thetribesof | srael
such asset their heartsto seekthe LORD God of | srael cameto Jerusalem,
to sacrifice unto the LORD God of their fathers.

2 Chronicles 11:15, 16

[Note: thefaithful “out of all thetribesof I sragl” thusmigrated southward
towheretheworship of theLiving Godwas" politically correct” (v.16).
Thisisone of the many passages that totally puncturesthe myth of the
“Ten Lost Tribes’ of Israel. (See our Expositional Commentary on
Joshua for adetailed exploration of this common misconception.]

Thereisadanger toall of us—eventoday—of returningtoidolatry. The
popular emphasis on nature worship isaform of pantheism. Also, all
covetousnessisidolatry; Cf. 1 Cor 10:14; 2 Cor 6:14-17.

And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel,
or of the strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth aburnt offering or
sacrifice,

Therewasawaysadanger fromany heathen dwellingintheir midst. A
little leaven can leaven the whole lump.

And bringeth it not unto the door of thetabernacl e of the congregation, to offer
it unto the LORD; even that man shall be cut off from among his people.

Therewas only one place for sacrifice.

And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that
sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; | will even set my face
against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people.
For thelifeof thefleshisintheblood: and | have givenit to you uponthealtar
tomakeanatonement for your souls: for itisthebl ood that maketh an atonement
for the soul.
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16]

Thisiswidely recognized asoneof thekey versesinthisbook. “ Thelife
isintheblood.” Itisrestatedinv.14.

Thereforel said untothechildrenof Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither
shall any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.

And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangersthat
sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be
eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust.
Foritisthelifeof al flesh; theblood of itisfor thelifethereof: thereforel said
unto the children of Israel, Y e shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the
life of all flesh isthe blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.

Jesus said something quite shocking:

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will
raise himup at the last day. For my flesh ismeat indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed. Hethat eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwellethin
me, and | in him.

John 6:54-56

What did Hemean by that? Jesusissaying that weareto accept Hisshed
blood for our sinsby faith and then wereceivelife. He shed Hisblood
and gave usHislife. Thelifeisintheblood.

Thisisagreat eternal truth. Thisexplainswhy Abel’ ssacrificewasmore
excellent than Cain’s. It isthe blood that makes atonement for the soul.
Thereisnothing offensive about the bl ood: the offenseisin the sinthat
requiredit.

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh! Preciousisthe flow

That makes me white as snow;
No other fount | know,

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

And every soul that eateth that which died of itself, or that which wastorn with
beasts, whether it be one of your own country, or astranger, he shall bothwash
hisclothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until theeven: then shall
hebeclean.

But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear hisiniquity.
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Leviticus 18

Up to now the regulations concerning ceremonial cleansing have been
given. Inthese next three chapters—18, 19, and 20—wefind asection
which applies the Ten Commandments to real-life situations. The
section openswith a preamble (18:1-5) and closes with aformal post-
script at the close of Chapter 20.

In large measure, this section isatotal refutation of moral relativism.
Threetimesinthepreamble—vv.2,4and 5—Godsays“| amtheLord.”
God makes the rules! He alone determines what is right and what is
wrong. Furthermore, He demands that His people be holy.

Thischapter deals primarily with the Seventh Commandment. Sexual
sins are main subject.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak untothechildrenof Israel, and say untothem, | am theL ORD your God.
After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and
after thedoingsof theland of Canaan, whither | bringyou, shall yenot do: neither
shall yewalk in their ordinances.

Y eshall domy judgments, and keep mineordinances, towalk therein: | amthe
LORD your God.

Y e shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if aman do, he
shall liveinthem: | amthe LORD.

They had just come out of Egypt and had been doing disgusting sins;
al that was forbidden. Both the Egyptians and the Canaanites were
grosslyimmoral. There snothing“new” inthe* new morality.” Itisjust
areturntotheoldway of lifethat God abhors(Cf. 1 Thess4:5-7; Eph 4:17-
19;1Cor5:11; 2Pet 1:4).

Wearecalledtoholy living (Cf. 1 Cor 3:16-17; Eph 1:4; 1 Pet 1:16).[In
“trying to reach the crowds,” be sure you don’t become part of the
crowd!]

Sexual Relations with Relatives

6]

None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their
nakedness: | amthe LORD.

The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not
uncover: she isthy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.
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The nakedness of thy father’s wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's
nakedness.

These warnings are against incest. Y et thissin wasin the Corinthian
church. Cf.1Corinthians5:1.

The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy
mother, whether shebeborn at home, or born abroad, eventheir nakednessthou
shalt not uncover.

The nakedness of thy son’ sdaughter, or of thy daughter’ sdaughter, even their
nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirsis thine own nakedness.
Thenakednessof thy father’ swife’ sdaughter, begotten of thy father, sheisthy
sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father’ ssister: sheisthy father's
near kinswoman.

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother’s sister: for she is thy
mother’ s near kinswoman.

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father’s brother, thou shalt not
approach to his wife: she is thine aunt.

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter inlaw: sheisthy son’s
wife; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

Egypt practiced these sins, esp. those of v.9. The Pharaohs and the
Ptolemiespracticedintermarriageof brother and sister. Inthebeginning,
there was no law against this; Cain and Seth had to marry their own
sisters. Abraham married hishalf-sister. However, now the Law halts
this practice.

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother’ swife: it isthy brother’s
nakedness.

Thereisanexceptiontothis. Canyourecall it? Thelaw of thekinsman-
redeemer, stated in Deuteronomy 25:5-10. It figures prominently asa
coreissuein the Book of Ruth.

Other Sexual Sins

17]

18]

Thou shalt not uncover thenakednessof awoman and her daughter, neither shalt
thou take her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s daughter, to uncover her
nakedness; for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness.

Neither shalt thoutakeawifeto her sister, tovex her, touncover her nakedness,
beside the other in her lifetime.

These relationships are by blood, not marriage. Thiswasthe problem
Jacobfaced havingtwosistersaswives: Leahand Rachel. Certainly not
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a happy situation; however, that was long before the Law had been
given.

Also thou shalt not approach unto awoman to uncover her nakedness, aslong
as sheis put apart for her uncleanness.

Moreover thou shalt not liecarnally withthy neighbour’ swife, to defilethyself
with her.

God israising barriersto protect the homefromthelicentiouspractices
of the heathen surrounding them. We have Madison Avenue and the
entertainment industry which deliberately focuses on these dangerous
areas, Cf. 1 Corinthians7.

And thou shalt not let any of thy seed passthrough thefireto Molech, neither
shalt thou profane the name of thy God: | am the LORD.

They literally heated abronzeimage of Molech red hot, and placed the
bodiesof childreninitsarms(Cf. 2Kgs17:31; Jer 7:31; Ezek 23:37-39).
Wedoworse! Wekill thebabiesintheir“Holy of Holies’: their mother’s
womb. Remember, Johnthe Bapti st began hisministry whenwas9inches
long andwei ghed about apound and ahalf: hewasspirit-filled and | eapt
for joy whilein Elisabeth’ swomb!

Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.

It has become politically protected in our decadent society, but God
condemnsit! In both the Old Testament and the New Testament:

Wher efore God al so gavethemup to uncleannessthroughthelustsof their
own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who
changedthetruth of Godintoalie, and wor shipped and served thecreature
mor ethan the Creator, whoisblessed for ever. Amen. For thiscause God
gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the
natural useinto that which isagainst nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which isunseemly, and receiving in
themsel vesthat recompenceof their error whichwasmeet. And evenasthey
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient...
Romans 1:24-28

What' s even worse? Parading it around in public:

Woe unto themthat draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin asit were
with a cart rope:
Isaiah5:18
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Thesin of Sodom and Gomorrah wasnot simply homosexuality: it was
the public condoning of it. Cf. Gen 19:4. Lot “sat inthegate;” i.e., he
was on the city council.

Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall
any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.

This is unspeakably debased and disgusting. If you think this was
confined tothefertility cultsand natureworship of theancient past, ask
the police department of your city.

Defile not ye yourselvesin any of these things: for in all these the nations are
defiled which | cast out before you:

Andtheland isdefiled: thereforel do visit theiniquity thereof uponit, and the
land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.

The nations in Canaan were cast out because they committed these
abominable and atrocious sins. They were put out of the land because
God couldn’t tolerate what was taking place.

They were being eaten up by venereal disease. Why do you think that
they were not to touch even agarment inthecity of Jericho? The AIDS
epidemicisspreadingbecauseitispolitically protected. That’ swhy Dr.
Stan Montieth’s famous book was entitled, AIDS. The Unnecessary
Epidemic.

Y e shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit
any of theseabominations; neither any of your ownnation, nor any stranger that
sojourneth among you:

(For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before
you, and the land is defiled;)

That theland spuenot you out also, whenyedefileit, asit spued out the nations
that were before you.

For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that
commit them shall be cut off from among their people.

Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these
abominabl e customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not
yourselves therein: | am the LORD your God.

Thisisthe very cloud that hangs over America: we have become the

primary exporter of everything that God abhors. See our briefing
packages, Hosea, Can You See? and Twilight's Last Gleaming.
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Leviticus 19

Holinessisnot just atheory. God intended that it involved every facet
of our lives. The law demanded holiness, but couldn’t supply it.

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who
areunder thelaw: that every mouth may be stopped, and all theworld may
become guilty before God. Ther eforeby the deeds of thelaw thereshall no
flesh bejustified in hissight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:19-20

Fortunately, God hasgiven usHisHoly Spirittoindwell ussothat “sin
ain’'t gonnareign nomore.” Cf. Romans®6.

“l amtheLorp,” occurs16timesinthischapter. ItisGodwhodrawsthe
line between right and wrong in absol ute terms.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak unto all the congregation of thechildren of Israel, and say untothem, Ye
shall be holy: for | the LORD your God am holy.

Whereforegird uptheloinsof your mind, be sober, and hopetotheend for
the gracethat isto be brought unto you at the revel ation of Jesus Christ;
As obedient children, not fashioning your selves according to the former
lustsin your ignorance: But as he which hath called you isholy, so beye
holyinall manner of conversation; Becauseitiswritten, Beyeholy; for |
am holy.

1 Peter 1:13-16

Whether thereforeyeeat, or drink, or whatsoever yedo, doall totheglory
of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31

Thegood newsfor usisthat today thedynamicissuppliedtothebeliever
in the person of theindwelling Holy Spirit.

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God
sending hisown Soninthelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned
sinintheflesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Romans 3:3-4

Page 133



3]

4

5]

6]

8]

9

10]

11]
12]

Y eshall fear every man hismother, and hisfather, and keep my sabbaths: | am
the LORD your God.

Why thefocus onthefather and mother? The parent standsintheplace
of God for the child. Things must begin at home. “And keep my
Sabbaths.” See our briefing package, The Seventh Day.

Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: | am the LORD
your God.

Thiscoversthefirsttwocommandments. Weseeidolatry and meaning-
lessritualsin religion today. Pageantry, yes. Meaning, no.

And if ye offer asacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, ye shall offer it
at your own will.

It shall beeatenthesameday yeofferit, and onthemorrow: andif ought remain
until the third day, it shall be burnt in the fire.

Andifitbeeatenat all onthethirdday, itisabominable; it shall not beaccepted.
Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear his iniquity, because he hath
profaned the hallowed thing of the LORD: and that soul shall be cut off from
among his people.

Littlenew here. Offeringsmay bevoluntary, but they aretobefollowed
through meticulously. Wemust cometo God onHisterms. “If you're
going to do it voluntarily, fine; but do it right.”

Itisdisturbingto seeChristianspresumeto take special libertiesor treat
things casually just because “it'saministry.” Thereis such ajoy and
encouragement when you encounter true professionals with real com-
mitment to their tasks; but it seemsonly too rarewithin the“ Christian”
community...

And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the
corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest.
And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of
thy vineyard; thou shalt |eave them for the poor and stranger: | amthe LORD
your God.

Thelaw of gleaningsisan underlying background to the Book of Ruth
(2:2).Cf.Lev19:9, 16; 23:22; Deut 24:19-21. God did not put anyoneon
charity. The poor weretaken care of by being given the opportunity to
work.

Y e shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another.
Andyeshall not swear by my namefalsely, neither shalt thou profanethe name
of thy God: | amthe LORD.
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17]

18]

19]

20]

Thisrestatesthe 8" and 9" Commandments (Ex 20:15-16).

The 3 commandment is included in v.12. God's nameis holy. In
business, God's man isto demonstrate the holiness of God's hame by
honest and true dealings.

Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages of him that
ishired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning.

Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind, but
shalt fear thy God: | am the LORD.

Straightforward; littleamplification needed; except to acknowledgethe
rarity...

Y e shall do no unrighteousnessin judgment: thou shalt not respect the person
of the poor, nor honour the person of themighty: but in righteousnessshalt thou
judgethy neighbour.

Four things belong to a judge: to hear courteously, to answer wisely, to
consider soberly, and to decideimpartially.
Socrates

Heaven is above all yet; there sits a judge that no king can corrupt.
Shakespeare, King Henry VIII

Thou shalt not go up and down as atal ebearer among thy people: neither shalt
thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: | am the LORD.

Thou shalt not hatethy brother inthine heart: thou shalt in any wiserebukethy
neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people,
but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: | am the LORD.

Talebearingisslander. “ Y ou can't believeeverythingyou hear, but you
canrepeatit.” (?!) Thetongueisthe most dangerousthing intheworld.
The most painful sinintheworld isgossip...

Y e shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with adiverse

kind: thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed: neither shall a garment
mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee.

Teaching that there isto be no mingling of truth and error...
And whosoever lieth carnally with awoman, that is abondmaid, betrothed to

anhusband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; sheshall bescourged;
they shall not be put to death, because she was not free.
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29

30]

31]

32]

And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, unto the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation, even aram for atrespass offering.

And the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass
offering beforethe LORD for hissin which he hath done: and the sinwhich he
hath done shall be forgiven him.

God isnot lending approval to slavery. Cf. Mt 19:8 on divorce, et a.

Andwhenyeshall comeintotheland, and shall haveplanted all manner of trees
forfood, thenyeshall count thefruit thereof asuncircumcised: threeyearsshall
it be as uncircumcised unto you: it shall not be eaten of.

Butinthefourthyear all thefruit thereof shall beholy to praisetheL ORD withal.
Andinthefifth year shall ye eat of thefruit thereof, that it may yield unto you
the increase thereof: | amthe LORD your God.

Most of usare not dendrol ogists; but apparently young fruit trees will
grow faster andyield better if thebudsareni pped off (circumcised?) the
first few years.

Y eshall not eat any thing with theblood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor
observetimes.

Y eshall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners
of thy beard.

Y e shall not make any cuttingsin your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks
upon you: | am the LORD.

Here are six commandmentsthat condemn the practices of the heathen
culturesin Canaan.

Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be awhore; lest the land fall to
whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness.

Y e shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: | amthe LORD.
The Sabbath wasto be observed strictly (Ex 31:13-17).

Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be
defiled by them: | am the LORD your God.

One of the many warnings. Don't regard these things as harmless
superstitions; they are dangerous, of supernatural and satanic charac-
ter, and to be avoided.

Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man,
and fear thy God: | am the LORD.

Respect old age. Often repeated in Scripture.
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And if astranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.

But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among
you, andthou shaltlovehimasthyself; for yewerestrangersintheland of Egypt:
| am the LORD your God.

The stranger was to be treated kindly and was to be loved. It was a
reminder that they were strangersin Egypt.

Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in
measure.

Just balances, just weights, ajust ephah, and ajust hin, shall ye have: | amthe
LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.

They were to be honest; representing God in their business dealings.

Therefore shall yeobserveall my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them:
| amthe LORD.

Leviticus 20
The Death Penalty

God instituted capital punishment!

Nowhere in the Word of God is punishment given for the purpose of
reformingacriminal. Thiswasnottheobjective. If youdon'tbelievein
the death penalty, let me you ask the same question that pervades the
Book of Job: Doyoumeanto say that you arebetter than God? Hemakes
no apology for the death penalty.

Soyeshall not pollutethelandwhereinyeare: for bloodit defileththeland:
andtheland cannot be cleansed of theblood that isshed therein, but by the
blood of himthat shed it.

Number 35:33

It isinteresting that there were no prisonsin ancient Israel.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Again, thou shalt say to the children of | srael, Whosoever he be of the children
of Israel, or of thestrangersthat sojournin|srael, that giveth any of hisseed unto
Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him
with stones.

The worship of Molech was savage, cruel, brutal, and satanic. Child
brutality in our own land could be curtailed if we had stronger judges.
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And | will set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his
people; because he hath given of hisseed unto Mol ech, to defilemy sanctuary,
and to profane my holy name.

Idolatry was high treason in a nation that was a theocracy.

And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when
he giveth of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not:

Then| will set my faceagainst that man, and against hisfamily, andwill cut him
off, and all that go awhoring after him, to commit whoredomwith Mol ech, from
among their people.

Even to know of such ismisprision of afelony.

And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards,
togoawhoring after them, | will even set my face against that soul, and will cut
him off from among his people.

Falsereligionisdefinitely satanic and highly dangerous. Satanisaliar
andthefather of thelie (Jn 8:44). Notev.27! Why did God institutethe
death penalty for participatingintheserites? It wasspiritual adultery and
treason.

Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for | amthe LORD your God.
And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: | am the LORD which sanctify
you.

For every onethat curseth hisfather or hismother shall be surely put to death:
he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.

The5"commandment. Cf.Rom1:31;2Tim3:2-3.

And the man that committeth adultery with another man’ s wife, even he that
committeth adultery with hisneighbour’ swife, theadulterer and theadulteress
shall surely be put to death.

And the man that lieth with his father’s wife hath uncovered his father’s
nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon
them.

And if aman lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to
death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them.

If aman also lie with mankind, as he lieth with awoman, both of them have
committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall
be upon them.

And if aman take awife and her mother, it is wickedness: they shall be burnt
with fire, both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you.

Andif aman liewith abeast, he shall surely be put to death: and ye shall slay
the beast.
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And if awoman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill
the woman, and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall
be upon them.

Adultery inevery formwaspunishedwith death. Sinsof sex havecaused
the most powerful empiresto topple.

Andif amanshall takehissister, hisfather’ sdaughter, or hismother’ sdaughter,
and see her nakedness, and she see hisnakedness; it isawicked thing; and they
shall be cut off in the sight of their people: he hath uncovered his sister's
nakedness; he shall bear hisiniquity.

Andif aman shall liewith awoman having her sickness, and shall uncover her
nakedness; he hath discovered her fountain, and shehath uncovered thefountain
of her blood: and both of them shall be cut off from among their people.
And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother’s sister, nor of thy
father’ s sister: for he uncovereth his near kin: they shall bear their iniquity.
And if aman shall lie with his uncle' s wife, he hath uncovered his uncle's
nakedness: they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless.

Andif amanshall takehisbrother’ swife, itisan uncleanthing: hehath uncovered
his brother’ s nakedness; they shall be childless.

Y eshall thereforekeep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that
the land, whither | bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out.

Theirfailuretoobey God brought onthemtheBabylonian captivity. Cf.
2Kgs21:1-2,6,9,etal.

Andyeshall not walk inthemannersof the nation, which | cast out beforeyou:
for they committed all these things, and therefore | abhorred them.

But | have said unto you, Y e shall inherit their land, and | will giveit unto you
to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: | am the LORD your
God, which have separated you from other people.

Cf.Deut29:24-28

Y eshall thereforeput difference between clean beastsand unclean, and between
uncleanfowlsand clean: and yeshall not makeyour soulsabominableby beast,
or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which
| have separated from you as unclean.

God began with their diet and He concludes with it.

Andyeshall be holy unto me: for | the LORD am holy, and have severed you
from other people, that ye should be mine.

Israel has returned to the land, but they have not returned to God.
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27] A manalsoor womanthat hath afamiliar spirit, or that isawizard, shall surely
be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon

them.
* * *

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Whatisanexceptionto Leviticus18:16? How and whereisit
particularly significant?

2 Why wasit forbidden to kill any animal except inthe Tabernacle?

3 Whatwasa“city of refuge”? How arethey prophetically relevant?

Discussion Questions:
(Where two people agree, one is redundant.)

1) Explainwhat JesusmeantinJohn 6:54-56.
2 IsitpossiblefortheChristiantobefreefromthepower of sin? How?
3 Iscapital punishment appropriate for today?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) What arethetextual evidencesthat demonstratethat the* Ten Lost
Tribes” isan unbiblical myth?

2 Discussthefallacy in“everyone did what was right in their own
eyes.” (A keynote of the entire book of Judges, and the founda-
tional ethicintoday’s“valuerelativism.”)

3 Explorethepropheticimplicationsof the Law of the Kindman-
Redeemer in Deuteronomy 25:5-10, and the Avenger of Blood.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 21 and 22.
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Session 11
Leviticus 21 - 22
Personal Purity

Review

In Chapters 11 - 20, we have been studying the law asit relatesto the
people. Now wecometothelaw asit relatestothepersonal purity of the
priests.

A Kingdom of Priests

It had been God’ s original intention that the entire nation should be a
kingdom of priests:

Nowtherefore, if yewill obey my voi ceindeed, and keep my covenant, then
yeshall bea peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all theearth
ismine: And ye shall beunto meakingdomof priests, and an holy nation.
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.
Exodus19:5, 6

Their disobediencewith the golden calf destroyed the possibility of the
realizationof aperfect andideal society. Itwasonly thetribeof Levi that
stood with Moses (Ex 32:26), so God selected just this one tribe to be
priests. IntheMillenniumthat perfect society will beattained. Thenthe
nation of Israel will bethe priests here on earth for the earthly people,
the Gentile nations. There will be three groups of people:

1) Thechurch, inthe New Jerusalem;
2 Thenation Israel here on this earth;
3 The saved Gentiles on this earth.

[Seeour briefing package, Thy Kingdom Comefor an exploration of the
Millennium.])

The Church as a Royal Priesthood

Every believer isapriest and has access to the throne of grace today.

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that yeshould shewforththeprai sesof himwho hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light: { peculiar: or, purchased}
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{praises: or, virtues} Which in time past were not a people, but are now
the peopl e of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy
1 Peter 2:9, 10
Furthermore, every believer-priestisrequired toliveaholy life, which 1
ispossible only by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity

shall cover the multitude of sins. { shall: or, will} Use hospitality one to

another without grudging. As every man hath received the gift, even so

minister the same oneto another, asgood stewar ds of the manifold grace 2
of God. If any man speak, let him speak asthe oracles of God; if any man

minister, let himdoit asof theabilitywhich God giveth: that Godinall things 3
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion

for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:8-11

Wearecalled to ahigher way of life:

Thisl say therefore, and testify inthe Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as
other Gentileswalk, inthevanity of their mind...That yeput off concerning
the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts; And be renewed inthe spirit of your mind; And that ye put
on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness. {true...: or, holiness of truth} 4

Ephesians 4:17, 22-24

Saved by grace, the child of God has been called to ahigh placein his
life. A believer shouldbecareful about accepting an officeinthechurch.
If he becomes an officer, he should measure up to that responsibility.
Jesus, our High Priest, measured up to His office:

For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled,

separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens, Who needeth

not daily, asthose high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for hisown sins,

andthen for the peopl€’s: for thishedid once, when he offered up himself. 9]
For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word

of the oath, which was since the |aw, maketh the Son, who is consecrated

for evermore. { consecrated: Gr. perfected}

Hebrews 7:16-28

JesuswashoththeHigh Priest andthesacrifice: Heoffered Himself. The

Law now addressesthe priestsand the high priests. Thereisasensein 6]
whichitistoimpact usasbelievers...
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Leviticus 21

Defilement of Priesthood prevented in human kinship and friendship

Andthe LORD said unto M oses, Speak unto the prieststhe sons of Aaron, and
say unto them, There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people:

Deathisapenalty of sin; thepriestsare not to be contaminated with sin.
Physical contact with the dead brings defilement.

But for hiskin, that isnear unto him, that is, for hismother, and for hisfather,
and for his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother,

And for hissister avirgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband;
for her may he be defiled.

However, the priestswas permitted to defilehimself for closerelatives.
Theselisted hereareall blood relationsand by nature closetothepriest.
He must be permitted to express his feelings of sympathy and grief as
apriest of God. (He should be atype of Jesus, who could weep at the
graveof Lazarusand betouched withthefeelingsof ourinfirmities.) He
wasnot, however, permitted to defilehimself for the dead of any others.
He could mourn in his heart, but was denied physical contact.

But he shall not defile himself, being achief man among hispeople, to profane
himself.

His officerequired of him a stricter separation than any common man
among the people.

There are placesthat we cannot go; not because they are “wrong,” but
because we don’t want to give offense to anyone, or give occasion of
the enemies of God to blaspheme. We are in a position of special
responsibility.

They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the
corner of their beard, nor make any cuttingsin their flesh.

These were practices of the superstitious heathen did, as an act of
mourning for thedead. The priest wasnot to imitatethe practicesof the
pagans around him.

They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for
the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do
offer: therefore they shall be holy.
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9

Their mourning wasto bethat appropriate asif cupbearersto the King
(“thebread of their God”). Their positiondemandeddignity and restraint
asGod'’ srepresentatives. Thesameappliestothoseinthechurchtoday.

For abishop must be blamel ess, asthe steward of God; not selfwilled, not
soonangry, not giventowine, nostriker, not giventofilthylucre; Butalover
of hospitality, alover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; { men: or,
things} Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may
be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.
{@s...: or, inteaching}

Titus 1:7-9

They shall not take awife that is awhore, or profane; neither shall they take
awoman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.

Thou shalt sanctify himtherefore; for he offereth thebread of thy God: he shall
be holy unto thee: for | the LORD, which sanctify you, am holy.

Evenin hispersonal and privatelife heisto reveal the holiness of God
in his position. The priest is a type of Christ. Also, the body of
believers—called the Brideof Christ—isto be cleansed before sheisto
be presented to Him without spot or wrinkle (Cf. Eph 5:26, 27).

Andthe daughter of any priest, if she profaneherself by playing thewhore, she
profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.

Why? Because of the position of her father.

The High Priest

10]

11]

12]

And hethat isthehigh priest among hisbrethren, upon whosehead theanointing
oil waspoured, and that isconsecrated to put on thegarments, shall not uncover
his head, nor rend his clothes;

Neither shall hegointo any dead body, nor defile himself for hisfather, or for
his mother;

Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God;
for the crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: | am the LORD.

Thisisthefirst mention of thehigh priest. AsGod' sanointed priest, he
is to be separated unto the Lord. He wore a crown on which was
inscribed, “HolinessuntotheLord.” (Y oucanview thiswhenyouvisit
the Templelnstitutein Jerusalem.)

He was not to rend his holy garments. (Contrast the conduct at Jesus'
trial, Mt 26:65). Hewasnot to beaviolent man. Hewasnot to attend the
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14]

15]

funeral of either hisfather or hismother: hemust betotally dedicated to
God and separated because of his anointed position.

And he shall take awife in her virginity.

A widow, or adivorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall henot take:
but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.

Neither shall heprofane hisseed among hispeople: for | the LORD do sanctify
him.

Hiswife, too, had to measureup. Hewasforbiddento marry aharlot, a
profane or a divorced woman.

Disqualification for Priestly Function

16]
17]

18]

19]
20]

21]

22]

23]

24]

Thislistincludesblindness, lameness, flat nose(?), dwarfism, scabs, and
other deformities and blemishes. There are no compromises to any
misguided concept of “equality” or “fairness.” The role required no
yielding of standards.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever hebeof thy seedintheir generationsthat
hath any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God. { bread:
or, food}

For whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: ablind
man, or alame, or he that hath aflat nose, or any thing superfluous,

Or aman that is brokenfooted, or brokenhanded,

Or crookbackt, or adwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or
scabbed, or hath his stones broken; { a dwarf: or, too slender}

No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to
offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath ablemish; he shall not
come nigh to offer the bread of his God.

Why should this be? Just as no sacrifice was to be offerered that had
ablemish, no priest could serveif hehad ablemish. Christ, again, isthe
example: no blemish, rather beauty, glory, and excellency.

He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy.

Hereisthat phrase again, extolling the office.

Only he shall not go in unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he
hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for | the LORD do sanctify
them.

AndMosestoldit unto Aaron, andto hissons, and untoall thechildrenof |srael.
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Although those with a blemish were forbidden to serve, they were not
shut out from the table of the Lord. God provided for them.

Many believershave aserioushandicap that may bar themfrom certain
forms of service, yet they are genuine saints of God, and have al the
rights and privileges of believersin every respect.

Leviticus 22

Defilement through disease, diet, and the dead.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that they separate themselvesfrom the holy
thingsof the children of | srael, and that they profanenot my holy nameinthose
things which they hallow unto me: | am the LORD.

There wasto be a separation of the sacred and the secular. Aaronwas
not to bring thingsof the Tabernaclehomewith him. Wearenot treat the
sacred and holy things of God asif they were commonplace.

Say unto them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that
goeth unto the holy things, which the children of I srael hallow untothe LORD,
having his uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence:
I am the LORD.

Thepriestwasnot to go about hisofficeinacarel essor slipshod manner.
He was to be put out of officeif he did that.

For if wewould judgeour sel ves, we should not bejudged. But whenweare
judged, wear echastened of the Lord, that we shoul d not becondemned with
theworld.

Cf. 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32

What man soever of theseed of Aaronisaleper, or hatharunningissue; heshall
not eat of the holy things, until he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing that
isunclean by the dead, or aman whose seed goeth from him; { running...: Heb.
running of the reins}

Or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing, whereby he may be made unclean,
or aman of whom he may take uncleanness, whatsoever uncleanness he hath;
The soul which hath touched any such shall be unclean until even, and shall not
eat of the holy things, unless he wash his flesh with water.
Andwhenthesunisdown, heshall beclean, and shall afterward eat of theholy
things; because it is hisfood.

That whichdiethof itself, oristornwith beasts, heshall not eat to defilehimsel f
therewith: | amthe LORD.
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16]

They shall therefore keep mine ordinance, lest they bear sin for it, and die
therefore, if they profaneit: | the LORD do sanctify them.

Thepriestswereto be holy in al of their relationships: in their homes,
in the social contacts, in their business contacts, in any way they
touched theworld. They wereto beexamples. Hehad towalk thetalk.

Thereshall no stranger eat of theholy thing: asojourner of thepriest, or anhired
servant, shall not eat of the holy thing.

The sanctity of the Tabernacle required the excluding of the stranger.
Only the sons of God can worship God.

But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it, and hethat is
born in his house: they shall eat of his meat. { with...: Heb. with the purchase
of his money}

If the priest’ s daughter also be married unto a stranger, she may not eat of an
offering of the holy things. { a stranger: Heb. a man a stranger}

But if the priest’s daughter be awidow, or divorced, and have no child, andis
returned unto her father’ s house, asin her youth, she shall eat of her father’s
meat: but there shall no stranger eat thereof.

Only thosewho belong to the priest, those who were born in hishouse,
can eat of his meat. If apriest’s daughter married a Gentile, she was
excludedfromaccesstotheholy things. If shewaswidowed or divorced
and returned to her father’s house, she could eat her father’ s meat.

And if aman eat of the holy thing unwittingly, then he shall put the fifth part
thereof unto it, and shall giveit unto the priest with the holy thing.
Andthey shall not profanethe holy things of the children of Israel, which they
offer unto the LORD;

Or suffer them to bear theiniquity of trespass, when they eat their holy things:
forl theLORD do sanctify them.{ suffer...: or, ladethemselveswiththeiniquity
of trespass in their eating}

Ignoranceof thelaw affordsno excuse. Themanwho eatsof holy things
unwittingly isguilty. A fineisexpected of him. This placed an added
responsibility upon the prieststo guard the holy place. Indifference or
irreverenceisimmediately detected by outsideunbelieversandimpacts
their concept of God. Jesus said,

Woe unto thewor |d because of offences! for it must needsbethat offences
come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!
Matthew 18:7
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Discernment of Offerings
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And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say
unto them, Whatsoever hebeof the houseof Israel, or of thestrangersin I srael,
that will offer hisoblationfor all hisvows, andfor all hisfreewill offerings, which
they will offer unto the LORD for a burnt offering;

Yeshall offer at your ownwill amalewithout blemish, of thebeeves, of thesheep,
or of the goats.

But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be
acceptable for you.

This section contains the rules and regulations for the peopl e bringing
their offerings, and they had to be strictly enforced by the priests. No
offering with a blemish was to be permitted because these offering
pointedto Christ. Any departurewould lower the concept of the person
of Christ.

And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD to
accomplish hisvow, or afreewill offeringin beevesor sheep, it shall be perfect
to be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein. { sheep: or, goats}

Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having awen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall
not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them upon the
altar unto the LORD.

Either abullock or alambthat hath any thing superfluousor lackingin hisparts,
that mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not be
accepted. {lamb: or, kid}

Y e shall not offer unto the LORD that which isbruised, or crushed, or broken,
or cut; neither shall ye make any offering thereof in your land.

Neither from a stranger’ s hand shall ye offer the bread of your God of any of
these; becausetheir corruption isinthem, and blemishesbein them: they shall
not be accepted for you.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Whenabullock, or asheep, or agoat, isbrought forth, thenit shall besevendays
under thedam; and from the eighth day and thenceforthit shall be accepted for
an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

Andwhether it becow or ewe, yeshall not kill it and her young bothin oneday.
{ewe: or, she goat}

Natural deformity inananimal, aswell ascuts, bruises, or broken bones,
comprised blemishes. Any of thesewouldresultinrejection. Nostranger
was to make an offering. Any animal had to be at |east seven daysold
(representing compl etion).

Itwasinthispoint that Israel failed miserably (Cf. Mal 1:6-14).
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29]

30]

31]
37]

33]

And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, offer it at
your own will.

Onthesameday it shall be eaten up; ye shall leave none of it until the morrow:
| amthe LORD.

Theofferingwasto beafreewill offering. Thisrepresented the Father
who gaveHisSoninloveand the Sonwho came*...for thejoy that was
setbeforehim...” (Heb 12:2). The offering must be eated the sameday.
No opportunity must be allowed for the slightest bit of corruption.

Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: | am the LORD.
Neither shall yeprofanemy holy name; but | will behallowed amongthechildren
of Israel: | amthe LORD which hallow you,

That brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: | am the LORD.

They wereto beawitnessfor God. What wastheir motivation for their
obedience? Dr. Andrew Bonar suggests 5 reasons.

1) “lamtheLord.”

2 “lwill behalowed among the children of Israel”
3 “l amtheLord which hallow you”

4) “l amthe Lord which brought you out of Egypt”
5 “YourGod.”

“lamtheLordwhichhallowyou.” Thereisliberty forthebelievertoday,
but liberty does not grant license. The holiness and righteousness of
God must be zealously maintained in all our worship.

“1 am the Lord which brought you out of Egypt.” God has saved you,
by grace. Gracedoesnot requirepayment (or it wouldn’t begrace.) But
do you love Him? Do you want to serve Him? If Heisyour God, you
represent Him. Theworldisreadingyou. Menarenot readingtheBible
today. They are reading you and me. What are they reading in you?

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Giveexampleswherethetribeof Levi acquitted itself positively.
2) Contrast the priesthoods of Aaron and that of Melchizedek.

3 Whatisan exceptionto Leviticus 18:16? How and whereisit
particularly significant?
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4) Why did the offerings have to be totally free of blemishes?

Discussion Questions:
(Where two people agree, one is redundant.)

1) Isitunfair to deny equal opportunities of serviceto any in the
fellowship?

2 Inlight of Leviticus 21, can a pastor marry adivorced wife?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Why do some see the Millennium as the most evil of al the
dispensations? It will have righteous judgment, absence of want,
full knowledge of the Lord, no disease, etc. Satan will be bound.

2 Canaclonebeapriest? (Cf.22:10)

3 Canaclonebesaved? (Isa26:14 Hebrew).

Preparation for Next Session:

“TheJewscatechismishiscalendar.” Read Chapter 23. Charttheseven
feasts.

Session 12
Leviticus 23
The Once and Future Calendar

The Jew' s catechismishiscalendar.
Samson Raphael Hirsch

TheLaw isour schoolmaster (Gal 3:25); and The Jewish Calendar isthe
ultimateteachingaid (Mt5:17; Rom 15:4).

Calendars

» Allancient 360-day calendarschangedin 701 s.c. (See Sgnsinthe
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Heavens for discussion of possible Mars fly-bys, etc.)

e PopeGregory XlI1,1582: 365 1/4days

e Lunar calendar: 11 1/2 days shorter than solar year.

e Hezekiah: Intercalary months added for seven leap years of 13
monthsincycleof 19years, onthe 3¢, 6™, 8", 11™, 14", 17, 19", years.

e Jewish day starts at sunset.

Leviticus 23

1] And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

2]  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of
theLORD, whichyeshall proclaimto beholy convocations, eventhesearemy
feasts.

Thedetail sfor most of thesefeastswere given el sewhere, but herethey
are set out in order.
Spring Feasts (Month of Nisan)
Passover
Feast of Unleavened Bread
Feast of First Fruits

[+ 49 days: Feast of Weeks (Shavuot)]

Fall Feasts (Month of Tishri)
Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah)
(Not to be confused with Rosh Hoshana, the civil New
Y ear, occurring on the same day.)
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)
Feast of Tabernacles (Succoth)

3] Sixdaysshall work bedone: but the seventh day isthe sabbath of rest, an holy
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it isthe sabbath of the LORD in all
your dwellings.

The Seventh Day: Sabbath

The “heptadic” (sevenfold) structure is evident in the calendar too:
Sevendaystoaweek; sevenweekstothe Feast of Weeks; seven months
to the Feast of Tabernacles; seven years to a Sabbatical Year. The
Sabbatical Y ear andthe Y ear of Jubileearefoundin Leviticus 25.
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The Sabbath is pre-Mosaic and goes back to the original creation. See
our Briefing Pack, The Seventh Day, for a discussion. Anyone who
thinksthisisasimple, easily resolved issue hasn't studied it.

4] These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall
proclaimin their seasons.

God set their feast times:
“Holy convocation”: argm migraw, rehearsal;
“Seasons’: d[An mowed, to keep an appointment.

(Lev23; alsoNum28-29; Deut 16.)

(Wewill defer someprovocativediscoverieshiddeninthetextitself until
the end of this session.)

Prophetic Role

Paul tell usthat these feastsare not only commemorative, they arealso
prophetic:

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which areashadow
of thingsto come....

Colossians 2:16, 17

The hermeneutics of the Midrash also highlights that: Prophecy is
pattern, notjust prediction. TheNT isinOT concealed; theOT isinNT
revea ed.

Passover

5] Inthe fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’S passover.
CommemoratesdeliverancefromEgypt (Ex 12:1-14; 43-48; Lev 23:5).

Note: Israel =“myfirstborn” (Ex 4; 21-23). Jesusalsoreckonedas“His
Firstborn” (Zech 12:10). God had predicted deliverance430yearsearlier
(Gen15:13-16—totheday!).

Lambs observed: 10th - 14th. Slain “between the evenings’ of 14th.

[This would be Friday 13" the on the Egyptian calendar, a Gentile
traditioninthemaking! (Immanuel Veilikovsky).!]
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Originally killed by head of household, not priests (transferred to the
Temple(Deut 16:1-6).

Not a bone to be broken (Ex 12:46; Num 9:12; Ps 34:20). “No bones
broken” (Jn19:31-33, 36).

Entirelambtobeconsumed; nothinglefttothenextday (Ex 12:1-13; Lev
234,5).

JesusFirstintroduced by JohntheBaptist as“ the Lambthat taketh away
thesins of theworld” (John 1:29, 36).

Our Passover (1 Cor 5:7; 1sa53; Ps22). Presented onthe 10th of Nisan:
John 12:1 Observed (Mt 21:23-27; 23). Pilate: “| find not fault in him”
(John 19:4). Without blemish (1 Pet 1:18-21). And Hewill berecognized
as"“The Lamb that had been slain” in Rev 5:6.

Currenttraditions:
Bedikat hametz: ritual search for leaven...
Matzah: pierced, striped? Three: middle one broken = aphikomen;
half wrapped in cloth and hidden?
Blood providedlife(Lev17:11; Mt 26:27, 28).

Four cups:
“Bring out”
“Delivering”
“Redemption/Blessing”
“Taking out”

Mishna:2 Wine mixed withwarmwater? (Jn19:34).

Uncircumcised could not participate.

Passover Lamb =“HisBody.”

Haggadah ="“showingforth” (Ex 13:8).

Application: Hisblood onthedoorpostsof our heart: 1.Jn1:7; 1 Cor 15:51-
57;Eph2:13; In5:24.

Circumcisionisof theheart: Deut 10:16; Jer 4:4; Gal 3:26; Phil 3:3; Rom
2:28-29; Gd 6:15;2Cor5:17.
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Feast of Unleavened Bread

6]

7]

8]

Andonthefifteenth day of the samemonthisthefeast of unleavened bread unto
the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.

Inthefirst day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work
therein.

But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the
seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

HaghaMatzah: Oneof only threefeastswhichwerecompul sory: Feast
of Unleavened Bread, Feast of weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles
(Deut16:16).

Leaven

Type of sin: corrupts by puffing up
OT:Ex12:15;13:7;Lev 2:11;6:17;10:12
NT type: Mt16:6; Lk 13:21; 1 Cor 5:6-8; Gal 5:7-9.[Cf. Womanand
theleaven?Mt. 13:33.]

Other Bread Models

Manna
Mel chizedek: Bread and Wine (Gen 14) [Who givesto whom?)
Joseph: Baker (broken)

Wine Steward (redeemed) Gen 40
Freesfromtheoldlife, bondage; call to separation (Eph 4:22).
“1 Amthebread of Life": John 6:32-35; 47- 51
Jesus“madesinfor us’: 2 Cor 5:21; 1 John 3:5.

Feast of First Fruits

9
10]

11]

12]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Whenyebecomeintothe
landwhich| giveuntoyou, and shall reap the harvest thereof, thenyeshall bring
a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:

And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the
morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.

Thus, always on a Sunday.

Andyeshall offer that day when yewavethe sheaf an helamb without blemish
of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.
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13]

14]

Andthemeat offering thereof shall betwotenth deal sof fineflour mingledwith
oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink
offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin.

Andyeshall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor greenears, until theselfsame
day that yehave brought an offering unto your God: it shall beastatutefor ever
throughout your generationsin all your dwellings.

First fruits: representative of the entire harvest.

Jesus=Fulfillment 1 Cor 15:20-23; Eph1:6; Rom 11:16 (Cf. Job 19:25-26)
[Mt 27:52-53? Some argue that a“sheaf” (v.11) requires amultiple.]
Application:; Gal 2:20; Rom6:11-14; Jas1:18.

There was no sin offering included because that was included in the
death of Christ (2 Cor 5:21).

WhendidNoah's" new beginning” start? (Gen8:4). Note: Thereare Two
Cdendars: Ex12:2

@]
o

Months

Tishri (Ethanim)
Cheshvan (Bul)
Chideu

Tevet

Sh'vat

Adar

Nisan, Aviv
llyar (Zif)

Sivan

Tammuz

Av 11
Elul 12

O©CoO~NOULDWNPE

H
o
(DU'I-waI—‘K\)l:\\BcOOO\Ig

Passover: 14th of Nisan. 1% month of thereligiousyear; 7" month of the
civil (Genesis) year. How long was Christ in the grave? Three days.

Resurrection, our “ new beginning” inChrist: 14+ 3days=17"of Nisan,
7" month on the Genesis calendar! Our “new beginning” in Christ was
also on the anniversary of the earth’s “new beginning” under Noah!

[Intheir flight after Passover, Israel retrieved the body of Joseph from

histomb (Ex 13:19-20). After Passover, Jesuswasretrieved fromanother
Joseph’s tomb on this anniversary.]
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Shavuot, Feast of Pentecost

15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

21]

22]

And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day
that yebrought the sheaf of thewave offering; seven sabbathsshall becompl ete:

Which iswhy it is known as the “ Feast of Weeks.”

Even unto themorrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and
ye shall offer anew meat offering unto the LORD.

Which iswhy it is also known as the “ Feast of Pentecost” (50).

Y eshall bring out of your habitationstwo waveloaves of two tenth deals: they
shall beof fineflour; they shall bebaken with leaven(! ?); they arethefirstfruits
unto the LORD.

What? Leaven! Thisistheonly casewhereleavend breadisspecified!
This gives the feast a non-Jewish flavor, or coloration... All nations?
Gentiles!?

Andyeshall offer with the bread seven lambswithout blemish of thefirst year,
and oneyoung bullock, and two rams: they shall befor aburnt offering untothe
L ORD, withtheir meat offering, and their drink offerings, evenan offering made
by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD.

Thenyeshall sacrifice onekid of the goatsfor asin offering, and two lambs of
the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings.

And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave
offering beforethe LORD, with thetwo lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD
for the priest.

Andyeshall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation
unto you: ye shall do no servilework therein: it shall beastatutefor everinall
your dwellings throughout your generations.

Thiswas a second of the three compulsory occasions (Deut 16:16).

Andwhen yereap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance
of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any
gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt |eavethem unto the poor, and tothe stranger:

| am the LORD your God.

The Law of Gleaning (prominent in the Book of Ruth, cf. Lev 19:9, 10; Deut
24:19, 21).
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Hag Ha Shavuot; Also, Hag HaKazir, The Feast of
Harvest (“the 1st Harvest”).

Observance:
Two loaves of leavened bread (integrated? Not offered on altar).
Twolambsoffered (Jew + Gentile?Law vs. Grace?).

Fulfillment: 2:1-47.“Whentheday of Pentecost wasfully come...” Acts
21

Compare closely Ex 19 and Acts 2: Birth of Israel and the birth of the
Church?

Givingof theTorah (Ex 19); (thusalsocalled“ TheFeast of Revelation™)
3rdday of 3rdmonth: 46 days; Mosesto preparefor the3rd day: 49days.
“Trumpet of God”: only twiceinBible: Giving of the Torah at Sinai (Ex
19:13, 16) and Rapture? (1 Thess4:16).

Enoch Tradition: Born on the same day as Shavuot. Translated (rap-
tured) on hishirthday!?[ Earliest prophecy inthe Bibleby Enoch (of the
Second Coming!) Jude14,15.]

Israel and Church are Distinct

Seventy Weeks, by Gabriel (Dan9:24-27):
924 Scope of prophecy
925 69weeks
9.26 (Interval, or “gap”)
927 70thweek
(See Daniel’s 70 Weeks briefing package.)

Churchhiddenin OT (Eph 3:3-7). Luke4:18, 19vs. Isaiah 61:1, 2; note
omission. Same gap between Rev 12:5 and 6. (Is the Man-child the
ascension of theBody of Christ?or arebothinview?) I srael temporarily
setaside(Luke19:42vs.Rom11:25). (A Gentileraptureon Shavuot could
restart the clock for Israel ?)

Yom Terurah, Feast of Trumpets

23] And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
24] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, inthefirst day

of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, amemorial of blowing of trumpets, an
holy convocation.
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25]

YomTeruah; Not to be confused with Rosh Hoshanna, the* Chief of the
Year,” or Jewish New Y ear, whichisthecivil holiday onthe sameday,
the beginning of a Sabbatic month.

Y e shall do no servilework therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire
unto the LORD.

(Torah =1 day; a2nd day added about 500 B.C.)

Teki’ at shofar: ram’ shorn; not silver Templetrumpets. Shofar: 1sa58:1;
2713

Akedah: substitutionary ram. Left horn="firsttrump”; right horn="last
trump.” Three series of 10 blasts each; then final blowing of 10 blasts:
Teki’ ah Gedolah, “thegreat blowing.” Not short blasts(="alarm”); but
long blasts = victory!

“The Last Trump”? (1 Cor 15:51-52; Cf. Mt 24:31) Note: 7th trumpet
judgment of Revelation not “last” since trumpets will be blown in
Millennial Temple, etc. (But 1 Thess4:16-18: “ TheTrumpof God;” only
hereandinEx 19.)

Yomim Noraim, Days of Affliction

Seven days before Y om Kippur, the Day of Atonement; suggestive of
the Threshing floor? (Lk 3:16, 17); regarded by some asidiom of the
Tribulation. [Note: Ruth (Gentile bride) at Boaz' s feet (the kinsman-
redeemer) during the threshing floor event (Ruth 3:8-9).]

Yom Kippur, Day of Atonement

26]
27]

28]

29

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Also on thetenth day of this seventh month there shall be aday of atonement:
it shall beanholy convocationuntoyou; andyeshall afflict your souls, and offer
an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

YomKippur, 10thof Tishri; (Lev 16:1-19; 23:26-32; Heb 9:1-16). Most
solemn of all feasts. Thiswas covered in Chapter 16.

Andyeshall do nowork inthat sameday: for itisaday of atonement, to make
an atonement for you before the LORD your God.

For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall
be cut off from among his people.
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30]
31]

32]

And whatsoever soul it bethat doeth any work in that same day, the same soul
will | destroy from among his people.

Y e shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your
generationsin all your dwellings.

It shall beunto you asabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: intheninth
day of themonth at even, from even unto even, shall ye cel ebrate your sabbath.

High priest: The only day he enters the Holy of Holies; sprinkles the
Mercy Seat. God, who* dwelleth betweenthecherubim,” looking down
onthebrokenlaw, ispropitiated (hilasterion, Gr.) by the shed blood (of
Chrigt, cf. Heb 9:1-16).

Two goats. azazel, scapegoat (Lev 16:20-34; Mt 27:33; 2 Cor 5:21; Isa
53:6;52:15). [Lottery box for the Third Templeavail ablefor viewing at
the Temple Institutein Jerusalem.]

RedHeifer (Num 19; Heb 9:13) Cf. John 2: water of purificationtowine!

Veil: 4inchesthick (Josephus). Rent: Mt 27:50, 51; Heb 10:10, 14, 17- 22;
Isa52:14, 15.

There is little relationship between Mosaic Judaism and Talmudic
(“Rabbinic™) Judaism. The lossof the Templefor 19 centuriesleftthem
inadilemma: Lev 17:11, etc. no altar; no shedding of blood; leadsto a
man-centered, good-works system of appeasement; prayer, charity,
penitence...)

Succoth, Feast of Tabernacles

33]
34

35]

36]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak untothechildrenof | srael, saying, Thefifteenth day of thisseventhmonth
shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.

Succoth (“Booths’); 15thof Tishri: fivedays(grace?) after YomKippur.
Onthefirstday shall beanholy convocation: yeshall dono servilework therein.
Thisisthefinal of the three compulsory feasts (Deut 16:16).
Sevendaysyeshall offer an offeringmadeby fireuntothe LORD: ontheeighth
day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made

by fireuntothe LORD: itisasolemn assembly; and ye shall do no servilework
therein.
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37] These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy

38]

39]

40]

41]

42]

convocations, to offer an offeringmadeby fireuntotheLORD, aburnt offering,
and ameat offering, asacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon hisday:
Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your
vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD.
Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the
fruit of theland, ye shall keep afeast unto the LORD seven days: on the first
day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

The 8" day is Shmini Atzeret (Eighth Day of Assembly).

And ye shall take you on thefirst day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of
palmtrees, and theboughsof thick trees, and willowsof thebrook; and ye shall
rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.

Procession:
Lulavwillow: nofragrance, nofruit
Myrtle: fragrance, nofruit
Palm: nofragrance, fruit
Ethrog citrus: fragrance + fruit
(Cf.Mt13:3-9; 18-23; Rev 7:9)

Trees=men(Ps1; Dan4); John7:2, 20, 37-39; from Rock (1 Cor 10; Rev
21:3-6;38).

Sacrifices: 13bulls, 2rams, 14lambs, 1kid. 13,12, 11...for 7 days=70(Cf.
Gen 10, 70 nations; Talmud). Solomon dedicated the Temple on Feast
of Tabernacles.

Transfiguration during Feasts of Booths? Cf. Peter: build three
“succoths’? (Mt 17:4).

And ye shall keep it afeast unto the LORD seven daysin the year. It shall be
astatutefor ever inyour generations: yeshall celebrateit inthe seventh month.
Y e shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are I sraelites born shall dwell in
booths:

43 That your generations may know that | made the children of Israel to dwell in

44]

booths, when | brought them out of theland of Egypt: | antheLORD your God.
Temporary dwellings: Sevendays+ special sabbath; gapsinsides, roof:
= wilderness wanderings... Feast = “rehearsal”; after the week, leave
temporary dwellingsfor permanent (Hos5:15-Hos6:3; Zech 14:4, 9, 16).

And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.
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Hebrews 11 declares that,

Theseall died infaith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Hebrews 11:13

They were persuaded of them and they embraced them. Thisseasonwill
be observed during the Millennium:

Andit shall cometo pass, that every onethat isleft of all the nationswhich
came against Jerusalemshall even go up fromyear to year towor ship the
King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep thefeast of tabernacles. And it shall
be, that whosowill not comeup of all thefamiliesof theearthunto Jerusalem
to wor ship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon themshall benorain.
Andif thefamily of Egypt go not up, and comenot, that havenorain; there
shall betheplague, wherewith the LORD will smitethe heathen that come
not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.
Zechariah 14:16-18

The ELS discoveries

Therehasbeenagreat deal of controversy over the* BibleCodes.”® The
main flurry of controversy has been about the equidistant letter
sequencesthat seemto behiddenwithintheBiblical text. Anexampleof
thisoccursin Genesis 1:14:

And God said, Let there belightsin the firmament of the heavento divide
the day fromthe night; and let thembefor signs, and for seasons, and for
days, and years:

Theword ~yd[Anh, HaMoyadim, here translated “ seasons,” means “the
appointed times.” When searched for asan equidistant letter sequence,
thisword appearsonly onceinthe Book of Genesis, attheinterval of 70,
clustering exactly where the word is spelled explicitly in the text, and
where the calendar is established.

Thereareonly 70 specially appointedtimesfor holy dayscalled~yd[Amh,
HaMoyadim, in ayear, asdefined by Leviticus 23: 52 sabbaths, seven
days of Pesach (encompassing Passover, the Feast of Unleavened
Bread and Feast of First Fruits), one day for Hag Ha Shavuot (Feast of
Pentecost), one day for Yom Teruah (Feast of Trumpets, which is
coincident with Rosh Hoshana), one day for Yom Kippur (Day of
Atonement), 7 daysfor Sukkot (Feast of Booths), and oneday of Shmini
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Atzeret (EighthDay of Assembly).* 52+7+1+1+1+7+1=70,the
very interval whereHaMoyadim, “theappointed times,” isencryptedin
thetext. Coincidence? | don't think so.

Thelonger theword, thesmaller itschancestobefoundinthetext at any
giveninterval. Statistically, theword HaMoyadimwoul d beexpected to
occur only fivetimesinthe 78,064 letters of Genesis. Infact, it appears
in this hidden form only once in Genesis; and on that one occasion its
equidistant letter interval isexactly 70, and centered within the span of
that hidden appearanceisprecisely itsonly open appearanceinthetext.
The odds against this have been estimated at more than 70,000,000 to
one.®

* * *

Study Questions
(For the diligent student.)

1) Explorethedifferencesbetweenthesidereal year, thesolar year, the
lunar year, and the Hebrew luni-solar composite.

2 Why isthelslamic calendar alunar one?

3 How doesthe details of the Passover, instituted in Egypt as the
prelude to the Exodus, anticipate Jesus Christ? And the Feast of
Unleavened Bread? And the Feast of First Fruits?

4) How does the details of Shavuot, the Feast of Pentecost, suggest
the Church?

5 What are the occasions that trumpets were used? What was the
difference between the silver Templetrumpetsand theram’shorn
(Shofar)?

6 Comparetheaccountsof Exodus 19 and Acts2: the Birth of Israel
and the birth of the Church.

Discussion Questions
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Giveexamplesof how“TheNew Testamentisinthe Old Testament
concealed; the Old Testament isin the New Testament reveaed”
fromtheHebrew calendar.
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2 Giveexamplesof how thecalendar wasrelevant to major episodes
intheBible.

3 Why isthe Hebrew calendar dated 3760 years earlier than our
common calendar? How accurate do you think it is?

4) How can the peculiar statistics surrounding the appearance of
HaMoyadimin the text be explained?

5 Isthereadifference betweenthe eventsof 1 Cor 15:51, 52 and
Matthew 24:317?

Research Projects
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) How accurate isthe current Hebrew reckoning of the year?
2 WhydidHezekiahneedtorevisetheHebrew calendar after 7018.c.?

3 Study thevariousofferingsin Leviticusand thewaysthey point to
Jesus Christ.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read the next two chapters, Chapter 24 and 25.

Notes:

1. Immanuel Veilikovsky, Worldsin Collision, 1951.

2. Mishna, Pesach, VII 13.

3. Foracomprehensivediscussion of thiswidely misunderstood topic, see Cosmic
Codes: Hidden Messages From the Edge of Eternity, by this author and
publisher.

4. Prof. Daniel Michelson, “Codesinthe Torah,” B’ Or Ha' Torah, No.l6, 1987,
published by the A ssociation of Religious Professional sfromthe Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe in Israel, p.31.

5. Jeffrey Satinover, CrackingtheBibleCode, WilliamMorrow & Co, New Y ork,

1997, p.125.
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Session 13
Leviticus 24
The Fear of God

Review

EighttimesintheBibleyoufindthistext: “BeHoly, for | amHoly.” This
chapter underlines three aspects of the demands of our Holy God:

1) Theail for the lampstand
2 Theflour for the Showbread
3 The death penalty for blasphemy

Holy oil. Holy bread. Holy name.

Some commentators admit that this chapter seems “out of place’
between the Feasts of Israel (23) and the Sabbatic Year (25).! [This
ostensiblestrangenessisrepeated onasimilar occasiondealingwiththe
instructions for lighting the lights (Numbers 8:1-4) where the brief
descriptionisinserted betweenthegiftsof theprincesandthecleansing
of the Levites)]

However, the most important structure in the Camp of Israel was the
Tabernacle, this strange portable sanctuary whose detailed specifica-
tions were given to Moses along with the Ten Commandments.

From outside, it “had no form nor comeliness;”? but inside it was
discovered to be costly and glorious. It waswhat made the camp holy
and set apart for God. (Just asthe Holy Spirit within the believers set
them apart fromtheworld and sanctified for God’ suse(1 Cor 6:19-20; 2
Cor6:14-18; Eph 1:13-14).

A key point hereisthat God wanted the peopl eto be participantsinthe
provisionandworship of the Tabernacle; theywereto providetheoil and
theflour.

The participation of the peopleisthe point of emphasis. The message
is, “You bring the qil; you bring the flour.”
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Leviticus 24

The Oil for the Lampstand

The importance of the lampstand—the Menorah—cannot be over-
stated. It wasanaccurate, beautiful, appropriate picture of Christinthe
Tabernacle.

Therewere no windowsin the Tabernacle; the only source of light was
theMenorah, the Golden Lampstand. Itwashammered out of puregold
and madeinto one piecewith acentral shaft and six branches(1+6=7,
“l amthevine, yearethebranches’); pureoliveoil fueled thelampson
thebranches(Cf. Ex 25:31-39; 27:20-21; 30:7, 8; 40:24-25).

Theonlysourceof lightintheTabernacle. (“1 amthelight of theworld.”)
Andthen, before Heleft, Hetold Hisown that they were to be thelight
of theworld. Paul appliesthesameideawhenhesays, “...amongwhom
yeshineaslightsintheworld” (Phil 2:15).

(Every detail of the Tabernacle—the materials, the architecture, etc.—
al point directly to Christ. See our Commentary on Exodus, or our
briefing pack, The Mystery of the Lost Ark for a detailed discussion.)

Aaron had sole charge of the lights of the lampstand to keep them
burning (Ex 30:7-8). Each morning and evening, when the high priest
burned incense on the golden altar, he was to care for the individual
lights on the lampstand to make sure they would continue to burn.
Special golden instrumentswere provided for pulling up thewicksand
trimming them. Oneaspect of thedaily serviceof themenorah required
the priests to clean the seven individual cups of the candelabra. A
special vessel whichincluded tongsand brushwasutilized for thistask.

Itisimportant to see that today the lamps are in the hands of our Great
High Priest. In Revelation 1 and 2, the Lord Jesus Christ, as our High
Priest, walks in the midst of the lampstands today to keep us shining.
Hepoursintheoil (thefilling of theHoly Spirit). Hetrimsthewicksto
that the light will be brighter. He removesthe light when it refusesto
burn—thisisthe sin unto death which John mentionsin his epistle (1
John5:16).

Inthefall of Jerusalem,in70A.p., theRomansplundered the Templeand
thisis commemorated on afrieze on the Arch of Titusin Rome, which
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2]

3]

4

prominently displays the Golden Lampstand as among the trophies
taken. It, thus, givesusadetailed glimpseof itsdesignand construction.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten
for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually.

Theemphasisisthat thepeopleof | srael weretofurnishtheoliveoil, and
since the seven lamps burned continually, both day and night, thiswas
notrivial item. Thisgaveeach I sraelite, aswell asthetribe of Levi, and
personal interest in the service of the Tabernacle.

Theoliveoil wasto bepure, freefromleavesor impurities. It wasto be
beaten out to produce the very best grade. The oil speaks of the Holy
Spirit (Cf. Zech4:1-6).

Thereisalsoasenseinwhichit speaksof theWord of God (Ps119:105,
130; 2 Pet 1:19). Theunconverted can’t see or understand the Word of
God sincethey lack the ministry of the Holy Spirit:

But asitiswritten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
intotheheart of man, thethingswhich God hath preparedfor themthat love
him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth
thethingsof aman, savethespirit of manwhichisinhim? even sothethings
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know
the thingsthat are freely given to us of God. Which things al so we speak,
not in the wordswhich man’ swisdomteacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they arefoolishnessunto
him: neither can heknowthem, becausethey arespiritually discerned. But
hethatisspiritual judgethall things, yet he himselfisjudged of noman. For
who hathknownthemind of theLord, that hemay instruct him? But wehave
the mind of Christ.
2Corinthians2:9-16

Without the vail of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall
Aaronorder itfromtheevening untothemorning beforetheLORD continually:
it shall be a statute for ever in your generations.

Heshall order thelampsupon the purelampstand beforethe LORD continually.
The Lampswereto be kept lit continually while the tabernacle was set

up.
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(Obviously, whenthey marched inthewilderness, they didn’t continue
to havethem lit.) Aaron alone continued to control the use and service
of the lampstand:

And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he
dresseththelamps, heshall burnincenseuponit. And when Aaronlighteth
thelampsat even, heshall burnincenseuponit, a perpetual incensebefore
the LORD throughout your generations.

Exodus30:7, 8

If the peopledidn’t bring thebeaten oliveoil, thelightscouldn’t be kept
burningintheHoly Place. Thepeoplemight say, “Well wecan't seethe
|lampstand anyway, so what differencedoesit make?” Thelampwasn’t
there for the people to see but for God to see and for the priest to use
ashecarried onhisministry. What happenedinthe presenceof Godwas
far more important than what happened elsewhere in the camp!

Jesus also declared:

I amthelight of theworld: hethat followeth meshall not walkin darkness,
but shall havethelight of life.
John8:12; cf. Luke2:32; John 1:4,9; 8:12; 9:5.

Local churchesareal solampstands(Rev 1:12, 30; Cf. Mt 5:16; Eph 5:8;
Phil 2:15). These lampstands also need oil to keep burning. It isthe
involvement of the people that keeps the church spreading its light.
Many churcheshavehadtheir light go out because of theunfaithfulness
of itsmembers. They fail to pray, give, and allow theHoly Spirit to use
them. Somebody hasto providethe ail.

TheLord Jesus Christ iswalking in the midst of the lampstandstoday.

And in the midst of the seven [lampstands] one like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a
golden girdle...and the seven [lampstands] which thou sawest are the
seven churches.

Revelation 1:13, 20

Hetrimsthem every now and then; sometimesHemust snuff out alight
that is giving off too much smoke instead of light...
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The Flour for the Table of Showbread

5]

6]

8]

9

Not only werethepeopletobring pureoliveail for thew lamp, they were
also to bring the fine flour out of which 12 loaves of bread were baked
each week. They were put on the golden Table of Showbread each
Sabbath, and then the old bread was eaten by the priests.

And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof : two tenth deals
shall bein one cake.

And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on arow, upon the pure table before
the LORD.

Andthou shalt put purefrankincenseupon each row, that it may beonthebread
for amemorial, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

These loaves were treated like a “meal offering,” complete with the
frankincense(2:1-11). Onthe Sabbath, whenthelocaveswerereplaced,
thepriest wouldtakea" memorial portion” fromaloaf, add thefrankin-
cense, and burn it on the altar along with the daily burnt offering.

The frankincense speaks of the priesthood, and also the wonderful
fragranceof Hislife.

Every sabbath heshall setitin order beforethe LORD continually, being taken
from the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.

Andit shall be Aaron’ sand hissons'; and they shall eat itintheholy place: for
itismost holy unto him of theofferingsof theL ORD madeby fireby aperpetual
statute.

The bread would stay on thetable for aweek. It wasto be changed on
the Sabbath (was that “work”?), and the old bread was to be eaten by
Aaron and his sons—and always in the Holy Place.

When Davidand hismenwereinflight andindesperateneed, Ahimelech
gavehimsomeof theshowbreadtoeat (1 Sam 21:1-6). Our Lord defended
this action when they criticized His disciples for eating grain on the
Sabbath Day (Mt 12:1-4).

The Bread of Presence

Only thepriests(all of thetribeof Levi) wereallowedintheHoly Place,
but the other tribes were represented by the jewelson the high priest’s
garments (Ex 28:6-21) and by the 12 |loaves on thetable.
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Thetablewascalled“the Tableof Showbread” (Num4:7) andtheloaves
werecalled” Showbread” (Ex 25:30), whichcanalsobetrandated“ bread
of presence.” God was present with His people, and they werein His
presenceinthe Tabernacle. No matter wherethey might beinthecamp,
their tribe was represented in the Holy Place.

TheNT applicationisinColossians3:1ff. Thebread, too, may beviewed
as pointing to Jesus Christ:

And Jesussaid untothem, | amthebread of life: hethat cometh to meshall
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
John 6:35

I amtheliving bread which camedown fromheaven: if any man eat of this
bread, heshall livefor ever: andthebreadthat | will giveismyflesh, which
I will givefor thelife of the world.

John 6:51

However, therewere 12 loaves, not one. Mannawould seem to be the
alusionsabove. Matthew 6:11 comestomind: “ Giveusthisday our daily
bread.” Whether spiritual bread or material bread, wemust |ook to God
alone.

Death Penalty for Blasphemy

10]

There are only two actual incidents that are recorded in the Book of
Leviticus. Oneistheincident of Nadab and Abihuin Chapter 10. The
secondincident deal swiththeson of anlsraelitemother andan Egyptian
father who blasphemed.

[Thismay seemlikeastrangeinterruptiontotell about ablasphemer who
wasjudged, but the narrativeisanillustration, not an interruption. The
basisfor obediencetothelawisthefear of theLord. Andhere, anegative
exampleisdealt withfor clarity.]

And the son of an I sraelitish woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out
among the children of Israel: and this son of the I sraelitish woman and aman
of Israel strove together in the camp;

Thisis an example of the problems and difficulties presented by the
“mixed multitude” that came out of Egypt with Israel (Ex 12:38). They
were problem children and troublemakers. We saw this group start
trouble, and would murmur and cause strife (Num 11.:4).
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They correspondto thosein the church today who aretorn between the
world on the one hand serving God on the other.

Thisone of the reasonsthat God told His people then—and Hetellsus
now—that there should not be intermarriage between abeliever and a
nonbeliever. (This has nothing to do with race.) | would never have
knownitwaswrongif God hadn’t saidit (Cf. 2 Co 6:14).

Theboy (inevitably) gotintoafight. Hedidn’treally haveaplaceamong
the tribe of Dan, but was a hanger-on who had access to the camp of
Israel.

Andthelsraelitishwoman’ sson blasphemed thenameof the LORD, and cursed.
Andthey brought him unto Moses: (and hismother’ snamewas Shelomith, the
daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:)

Whoops! Thiswas, indeed, serious: he cursed the name of the Lord.
Every Jew knew the 3 commandment:

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord
will not hold him guiltless who takes His namein vain.
Exodus20:7

The name of the Lord was so sacred in Israel that it was not even
permitted to voiceit! The Hebrew tetragammaton Y HWH isso sacred
that they never pronounced it, so even to this day there are scholastic
doubts about how properly pronounce it: is it Jehovah? Yahweh?
Y ehovah? (Inwritten documents, a devout Jew will write “G-d”; and
pronounce “Adonai” (Lord) instead.)

Of course, it’ spossibleto blaspheme God' snamein other ways beside
swearing: perjury (Lev 19:12) and stealing (Prov 30:8-9).

Jesustaught that we shouldn’ t use oathsor vowsto makepeoplebelieve
us(Mt5:33-37). A multitudeof words may beevidencethat sinispresent
(Prov10:19).

And they put him in ward, that the mind of the LORD might be shewed them.

Thisisacritical step: they didn’'t guess. They sought the mind of the
Lordtoknow what todo! (Thisisthefirst of four recorded occasionsin
which Moses had to seek the mind of the L ord about special problems.
Cf.Num9:6-14; 15:32-36; 27:1-11; 36: 1ff. Moses exampleof humilityis
alessonto al of usl)
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15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard him
lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him.

Theverdictisguilty; thepenalty isdeath. Blasphemy wasacapital crime
inlsrael (Mt 26:65; Acts6:11, 13; 7:58). Godtakesitvery seriously. The
witnesses would be thefirst to stone him (Deut 17:7).

Andthou shalt speak unto the children of | srael, saying, Whosoever curseth his
God shall bear hissin.

And hethat blasphemeth the name of theLORD, heshall surely beput to death,
andall thecongregation shall certainly stonehim: aswell thestranger, ashethat
isbornin the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put
to death.

The same law is for the “strangers.” Even “strangers’ were not to
blaspheme the name of the God of Israel.

And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.
Human lifeis sacred and must be protected.
And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast.

God also provides for the protection of personal property. Private
ownership isthe subject of one of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:15).

Andif aman causeablemishinhisneighbour; ashehathdone, soshall it bedone
to him;

Breach for breach, eyefor eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused ablemishin
aman, so shall it be doneto him again.

Lex Talionis

Hereisestablished what isknown aslextalionis, thelaw of retaliation:
aneyefor aneyeandtoothfor atooth. Thepunishment must fitthecrime
(Cf.Ex21:22-25; Deut 19:21). Theprincipleisthat theguilty offender was
not punished more severely than the crime demanded.

Themurderer wasto be put todeath (Lev 24;17, 21; Gen 9:5, 6), but the
penalties for other crimes had to suit the offense.

Because this principle has been misunderstood, many people have
calledit cruel and unjust. They have questioned how aGod of loveand
mercy could enunciate it.
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Butthislaw wasactually anexpression of God' sjusticeand compassion,
because it helped restrain personal revenge in a society that had no
policeforce, elaboratejudicial system, andnoprisons(!). Apartfromthis
law, the strong could have crushed the weak at the least offense.

(In moderninternational law, the term describesthe rule by which one
statemay inflict uponthecitizensof another state death, imprisonment,
or other hardship, inretaliationfor similarinjuriesimposed uponitsown
citizens.)®

The Pharisees used the lex talionis to defend their practice of private
revenge, apractice that Jesus condemned in the Sermon on the Mount
(Mt5:38-39).

And hethat killeth abeast, he shall restoreit: and hethat killeth aman, he shall
be put to death.

Y eshall haveonemanner of law, aswell for thestranger, asfor oneof your own
country: for | am the LORD your God.

AndMoses spaketothechildren of Israel, that they should bring forth him that
had cursed out of thecamp, and stonehimwith stones. Andthechildren of I srael
did as the LORD commanded M oses.

Jesus dealt with blasphemy and revenge in Mt 5:33-48 paralleling the
topicsinLeviticus24:10-23. Romans13:1-7isGod’ sstatement of human
government in society. Romans 12:14-21 is God' s admonition to His
people concerning personal insults and attacks.

Capital Punishment*

The arguments surrounding capital punishment are many and varied,
but we must make our personal opinions or convictions a test of
fellowshipor spirituality.

IntheBible, murder isconsidered aseriouscrime. Humansaremadein
theimageof God (Gen1:26-27; 1 Cor 11.:7; James 3:9), and tokill ahuman
beingistoattack God' simage (Gen 9:4-6).

LifeisasacredgiftfromGod, and only God cantakeit away or authorize
ittobetakenaway. God hasordained human government and givencivil
authoritiesthepower of thesword (Rom 13:1-5). Thepurposeof capital
punishment is not to frighten criminals into being good, but to uphold
anddefendthelaw. It' sadeclarationthat menand women are special—
created in theimage of God—and that lifeis sacred in God’ ssight.
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Whether or not capital punishment affectsthe crime statisticsisn't the
main issue. It's doubtful that any of our laws are really deterrents to
crime: carelessdriversstill speed, peoplestill parkin“noparking” zones,
wageearnersstill cheat ontheirincometax, and burglarsstill steal. But
would any of us want our legislatures to repeal the laws against
speeding, parkingillegally, falsifying one’ sincometax, or stealing?

Respect for truth, life, and property are cornerstones of a just and
peaceful society. Capital punishment may not decrease the number of
murders any more than speeding tickets decrease the number of speed-
ers, but it doesdeclarethat humansaremadeintheimageof God andthat
lifeisasacred gift.

TheBibledoesn’t present capital punishment asa*“cure-all” for crime.
It presentsit asaform of punishment that showsrespect for law, for life,
and for humansmadeintheimageof God. Totakeeither apragmatic or
sentimental approach to the subject isto miss the point completely.

Opponents of capital punishment like to quote statistics to prove that
executions are not a deterrent to crime. But using statistics to defend
or oppose capital punishment isadifficult challenge since thereisno
possible way to set up a*“control” situation to test the statistics. The
size and composition of the population of astate or city, plusthelocal
laws and how they are enforced, have considerable bearing on the
matter.

Even the American humanist lawyer Clarence Darrow, an enemy of
capital punishment, had to admit, “ It isaquestion that cannot be proven
one way or the other by statistics.”® Darrow defended one hundred
accused murderers, and not one was executed.

Perhaps the greatest deterrent to supporting capital punishment is our
lack of confidencein animperfect justice system. Therearetwo kinds
of errorsthat the systemispotentially liable for:

a) letting the guilty go free; and
b) punishing the innocent.

Thisisanalogousto the resol ution exposure to the two types of errors
in mathematical statistics encountered in the design of experiments:®

Type |: The rgjection of atrue hypothesis; and
Type |l The acceptance of afalse hypothesis.
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It isour lack of confidence in our system of jurisprudence that cause
many to shrink fromtakingtheirreversiblestep of executionrather than
extendedincarceration, which could berepairedif subsequent evidence
laterjustifies.

Our Own Guilt

Godisrighteousin all Hisdealings. We, too, are guilty before God:

The soul that sinneth it shall die.
Ezek 18:4,20

But Christ has borne our sentence of death:

Surelyhehath borneour griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet wedid esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, hewasbruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peacewasupon him; and with hisstripesweare healed. All welike sheep
havegoneastray; wehaveturned every oneto hisownway; andthe LORD
hath laid on himtheiniquity of usall.

|saiah 53:4-6

The Cities of Refuge

The law of Moses provided a distinction between murder and man-
daughter (Ex 21:12-14) through six “ Citiesof Refuge,” whereaninnocent
man could be protected and get afair trial (Num 35; Deut 19; Josh 20).
This arrangement frustrated the plans of angry relatives of the dead
person—and the “avenger of blood”—who would be in pursuit.

| have long insisted that everything in the Bible is there by specific
design, and, further, relates, somehow, to Jesus Christ. | have been
challenged onthisview: “ Aren’'t someof the Biblical rulesand regula-
tions simply quaint tribal customs?’

We have already explored the peculiar exception granted to the daugh-
ters of Zelophehad in regards to the genealogy in Luke Chapter 3.
Another specific challengeisthe strange practiceinvolving the“ Cities
of Refuge.”

After the conquest of Joshua was completed, the land of Canaan was

divided, by lot,amongtheTwelveTribes.” Thetribeof Levi, however,
did not inherit land as “the Lord was their inheritance.”® They were,
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however, awarded 48 cities, six of which were designated “cities of
refuge.”®

If someone was killed by an assailant, his slayer would be pursued by
thenext of kin, thegoel, the* avenger of blood.” Inthecasewherethere
was no premeditation—what we would term “manslaughter,”—the
slayer could seek refugein the nearest “ city of refuge.” Assuming that
he could convince the elders at the gate of the city that there was no
premeditation, etc., hewas securefromthe* avenger of blood,” aslong
asheremained withinthecity. If theslayer |eft the confines of the ' city
of refuge,” hewas fair gameto the “avenger of blood.”°

All of thisremained in this state until the death of the high priest in
Jerusalem. After the death of the high priest the slayer wasfreetoleave
the “city of refuge,” free of any further jeopardy from the “avenger of
blood.”

In Israel they had no police force or prisons. Still, it does seem like a
strangeprocedure. Thefate of theslayer wasdependent upon hisability
to accessthe nearest city of refuge. Y et, what has the death of the high
priest, indistant Jerusalem, haveto dowith any of this?Why shouldthis
impact the status of the fugitive refugee?

Quaint Rule or Spiritual Insight?

These peculiar arrangements are expressly specified in the Torah, the
most venerated part of the Old Testament. Paul emphasized,

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that wethrough patienceand comfort of thescripturesmight have
hope.

Romans 15:4

“Whatsoever things’ means everything. What' s the possible spiritual
significance behind this unusual procedure involving the cities of
refuge? Jesus also declared,

The volume of the book is written of me.
Psalm 40:7 (q.v. Hebrews 10:7)

So, perhaps, thekey toany Biblical dilemmaisto put Jesusrightintothe

middle of it and see what emerges! (Infact, that can also apply to any
of theissues of life!)
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First or Second Degree?

L et’ sbegin by examining thedeath of JesusChrist. Wasit“first degree”
(premeditated) murder or “ second degree” (mandaughter)?FromGod' s
point of view, itwas“first degree.” It wasordained “ being delivered by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledgeof God,”** and, thus, from
the Father’ spoint of view, it wasindeed premeditated. Infact, itwasa
deal struck with the Son before the foundation of the world!

Our Predicament

But what about our position? After all, it wasour sinswhich put Himon
that cross! Wouldthisbeconsidered“first” or “ second” degreemurder?
Remember thewordsof JesusHimself, (whois, after all, our owndefense
counsel): “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”*? |
would argue that, for this purpose at least, it could be considered
manslaughter, andwould qualify ustofleetoour city of refuge! Andjust
whereisour city of refuge? In Jesus Christ Himself, of course.

I amcrucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet not |, but Christ liveth
inme: and thelifewhich | nowliveintheflesh| live by thefaith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Galatians2:20

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me freefromthe
law of sin and death.
Romans 8:2

And all thiswasto obtain until the death of the high priest. Who isour
High Priest?JesusChrist.®® And it was Hisdeath that hasfreed usfrom
the pursuit of the Avenger of Blood.**

However, every check, to be cashed, requires the endorsement of the
recipient. Every pardon needsan acceptance. Haveyoulaid claimtowhat
He has purchased for you?

Cities of Refuge Summary

Num35:11-30(Nostatepoliceforce). Nohelpfor amurderer (Gen 9:6; Ex
20:1-17; 21:12-13). 1st murderer: Satan (John 8:44). Avenger of Blood
(Goel); Bedoinstoday. Six cities (of the 48 givento the L evites): three
east of the Jordan, three west of the Jordan.
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Citiesof Refugeavailabletoall (sojournersalso); sanctified (set aside).
Always open; ways, bridges, repaired each spring (Deut 19:3). Easy
reach; “way”, Deut 19:3; open to all, Rev 22:17; doors never locked;
stocked with provisions; etc.

Type of Christ (Heb 6:16-20; Acts 3:12-18; Luke 23:34; 1 Cor 2:7-8).
Wagesof sinisdeath, Rom 6:23; God’ sappointed refuge, Acts4:12; no
other help available (Heb 10:28-29); until the death of the High Priest
(Heb7:23-27).

Differences. Only innocent saved; we know we' re guilty! Christ more
available(John 6:37; Rev 3:20); “blessing” (Eph 1:3).

[This Addenda was excerpted from Hidden Treasures in the Biblical
Text, KoinoniaHouse, 2000, p. 101-104.]

Leviticus 24 Summary

Leviticus24 beginsintheHoly Placeof the Tabernacleand endsoutside
the camp. It opens with oil and bread and closes with the shedding of
guilty blood. But the emphasisisthe same: Our God isaholy God and
wemust honor Himwith extremediligence, whether bringing our giftsor
respecting Hisname.

TheL ord doesn’t execute blasphemerstoday, but thereis coming aday
of judgment whenthe secretsof all heartswill bereveal ed and then God
will “render to every man according to hisdeeds’ (Rom 2:6).

* * *

Study Questions
(For the diligent student.)

1) What isthe meaning of the word “Holy”?

2 What isthe significance of having the people provide the oil and
the flour?

3 What arethevariouswaysthat onemight “takethenameof Godin
vain"?

4) Whatistheprimary reasonfor laws? How doesfear of theLordtie
into obediencetothelaw? How doesitimpact our lifeasaChristian?
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Discussion Questions
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Whatwouldbethepractical effect onusif Godwerenot completely
holy?

2 How does Colossians 3:1-4 relate to the “ bread of presence” in
Leviticus24?

3 Discuss the ostensible contradiction between lex talionis of
Leviticus24:19-20and Matthew 5:38-48.

4) Discuss the appropriateness of capital punishment today.

Research Projects
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Exploretherolesand responsibilities of the Goel, the Kinsman-
Redeemer and Avenger of Blood. How do they typify Christ?

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapter 25, and the Book of Ruth. Also read Isaiah 11, 35, 40;
Jeremiah 23; Micah 4; Revelation 20, astime permits.

Notes:

1. J. Vernon McGeeis but one highly respected example.

2. lsaiah53:2.

3. Black's Law Dictionary, West5 Publishing Co., St. Paul MN, 1891, p.1058.

4. Adapted fromWarren Wiersbe, BeHoly, Chariot Victor, Colorado SpringsCO
1994, p.120-1.

5. William Sefire, Lend Me Your Ears: Great SpeechesinHistory, W. W. Norton,
New York, 1992, pp.327-35.

6. J. NeymanandE. S. Pearson, Transactions of Royal Society of London, A, 31,
1933, pp.289-337, isthe classic reference.

7. Joshua11:23; 18:10.

8.  Numbers18:20.

9. Number 35:2-7; Joshua 21:41.

10. Numbers 35:15-34..

11. Acts 2:23.

12. Luke23:34.

13. Hebrews2:17; 3:1; 4:14-15; 5:1, 5, 10; 8:1; 9:11, et al.

14. Romans8:1.
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Session 14
Leviticus 25
Israel in the Land

In thisbook on “holiness” we now focuson Isragl inregardstoitsreal
estateanditseconomy. Previously, wehadfocused onitscalendar. Now
we find the land also uniquely linked to that calendar.

“Land” isused 39 timesinthenext two chapters. (Thereare 39 booksin
theOT). If |sragl wasto possessand enjoy theland, they had torecognize
certainfundamentals:

God owned theland: (v.2, 23, 38). [It doesn’'t belong tothe PLO or the
UN, or even Israel; they aretenants of a“land Lord” under conditions
of obedience.]

God also owned the peopleof Israel: (v.55), because He had redeemed
themfromtheEgyptianbondage. Becausethey belongedtoHim, all the
Jewsweretotreat oneanother asbrothersand sisters(vv.25, 35-38) and
not takeadvantageof each other inregardsto personal debtsor property
clams.

God gavetheincrease: TheJewswereexpectedtotoil intheirfields, but
God supplied thesunshine, rain, and harvests. They weretotrustinHis
Word, obey His commandments, and trust in His promises.

Had they obeyed these principles, their economic system would have
functioned smoothly, thelandwould haveprovided all they needed, and
everyonewould have been cared for adequately. However, they didn’t
obey the L ord: therich got richer, the poor got poorer, and theland was
ruined.

Sabbatical Year (v.1-7, 18-22)

1
2]

And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying,
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye comeinto the
land which | give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD.

That word “when” must have been a great encouragement to Moses!

Especially after Israel failedtoclaimtheirinheritanceat Kadesh-Barnea,
and had to wander in the wilderness (Numbers 13, 14).
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3]
4
5]

6]

We have continuously observed the “hepatadic” structure throughout
the Word of God: there are both explicit, implicit (and hidden) sevens
throughout, from Genesisto Revelation.

Inapreviouschapter (23) wenoted that their cal endar wasbuilt on seven
days, sevenweeks, seven months, and now, sevenyears. (And, wewill
also discover, seven groups of seven years, climaxing in the “ Jubilee’
(v.8-17,23-24).)

The concept of the Sabbath harks back to the Creation when God
“rested” from His labors. “Sabbath” means rest, and in its ultimate
meaning refersto the rest of redemption:

Thereremaineththereforearesttothepeopleof God. For hethatisentered
into hisrest, heal so hath ceased fromhisownworks, asGod did fromhis.
Let uslabour thereforetoenter intothat rest, lestany manfall after thesame
exampleof unbelief.

Hebrews 4:9-11

But here we have introduced the concept of arest for the land.

Six yearsthou shalt sow thy field, and six yearsthou shalt prunethy vineyard,
and gather in the fruit thereof;

But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for
the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.

That which groweth of itsown accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither
gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is ayear of rest unto the land.
And the sabbath of theland shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant,
and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth
with thee,

And for thy cattle, and for the beast that arein thy land, shall all theincrease
thereof be meat.

Even the farm animals rested. Routine tasks to keep buildings from
falling downwereaddressed, but thenormal activitiesof anagricultural
economy—plowing, sowing, and harvesting—were prohibited.

Deuteronomy amplifies these instructions to include personal debts
being cancelled and indentured servants being set free.

At the end of every seven yearsthou shalt make arelease. And thisisthe
manner of therelease: Every creditor that |endeth ought unto hisneighbour
shall releaseit; he shall not exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother;
becauseitiscalledthe LORD’ Srelease. Of aforeigner thou mayest exact
it again: but that whichisthinewith thy brother thine hand shall release;
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Savewhen there shall be no poor among you; for the LORD shall greatly
blesstheeinthelandwhichtheLORD thy God giveththeefor aninheritance
topossessit: Onlyifthou carefully hearken unto thevoiceof the LORD thy
God, to observeto do all these commandmentswhich | command theethis
day. For the LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: and thou
shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt
reignover many nations, but they shall not reignover thee. If therebeamong
you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy gatesin thy land
whichtheLORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not hardenthineheart, nor
shut thinehand fromthy poor brother: But thou shalt openthinehand wide
unto him, and shalt surely lend himsufficient for hisneed, inthat which he
wanteth. Bewar ethat therebenot athought inthywicked heart, saying, The
seventh year, the year of release, isat hand; and thine eye be evil against
thy poor brother, and thou givest him nought; and he cry unto the LORD
against thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely give him, and thine
heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him: becausethat for this
thingtheLORD thy God shall blesstheeinall thyworks, andinall that thou
puttest thine hand unto. For the poor shall never cease out of the land:
therefore | command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto
thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land. And if thy brother,
an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee
sixyears; thenintheseventh year thou shalt let himgofreefromthee. And
when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not Iet him go away
empty: Thou shalt furnishhimliberally out of thy flock, and out of thy floor,
and out of thy winepress: of that wher ewith the LORD thy God hath blessed
thee thou shalt give unto him. And thou shalt remember that thou wast a
bondman in the land of Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee:
therefore | command thee thisthing to day.
Deuteronomy 15:1-15

[The subsequent verses establish the procedure for the voluntary
election to become a doulos, or “bondslave,” ceremonialized by the
piercing of the ear to the doorpost of the house (vv.16, 17). [Cf. Coeur
d’ Alene= Fr., “heart of the awl (bondslave)”]

The Babylonian Captivity

Oneof thepurposesof the Sabbatical year for thelandwasto deliver the
Israelite from covetousness. It wasthe breaking of thisregulation that
sent |srael into exilefromtheland itself.

Oneof themgjor eventsinthehistory of |sragl was, of course, the70years

of theBabyl onian Captivity under Nebuchadnezzar 6" century s.c. Why
70years? (Fulfilled precisely, tothevery day.)
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Tofulfil theword of the LORD by themouth of Jeremiah, until theland had
enjoyed her sabbaths: for aslong as shelay desol ate she kept sabbath, to
fulfil threescore and ten years.

2 Chronicles 36:21

Nowhere in Scripture is there any record of them ever keeping the
Sabbath of theland. After 490years, Godsimply said,“ Y ouoweme70!”
Godremoved|srael intoexilein Babylontogivethelandtherestthelaw
had provided (Jer 25:8-11; 29:10).

(Duringthesiegeof Nebuchadnezzar, Zedekiah proclaimed arel easefor
the slaves, but later reneged (Jer 34:8ff).

They doobservethe Sabbatical Y ear—sort of—today inlsrael. Inform
rather than substance. Some of the landowners“sell” their land to an
Arabwithabuy-back provisionat theend of the Sabbatical Y ear, leaving
himasmall profit for facilitating this“ dodge” of thelaw. Very contro-
versial among the orthodox, but practiced neverthel essto keep theland
in fruits and vegetables.

A basicprinciple: whatever werob from Godwecan never keepandenjoy
ourselves.

Will aman rob God? Yet ye haverobbed me. But ye say, Wherein havewe
robbedthee? Intithesand offerings.Yearecursedwith a curse: for yehave
robbed me, eventhiswholenation. Bringyeall thetithesintothestorehouse,
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receiveit.
Malachi 3:8-10

Jublilee Year

8]

9

And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven
years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto theeforty and
nine years.

Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of
the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound
throughout al your land.

“To sound the trumpet” (the shofar, the ram’s horn). Each new year
began with the blowing of the trumpets on the 1% of Tishri (which was
both the “Head of the Year,” Rosh HaShannah, and the Feast of
Trumpets, Yom Teruwah).
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10]

11]

12]

Tendayslater was YomKippur, theDay of Atonement. Itisstrangethat
the Jubilee Y ear did not start on the 1% day of the year, but the 10"

Why the 10"? Why not at Rosh HaShannah? It is significant that the
Y ear of Jubilee began on the day of repentance, with the cleansing and
forgiveness of the Lord.

And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the
land unto all theinhabitantsthereof: it shall be ajubilee unto you; and ye shall
return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his
family.

“To proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants
thereof” isinscribed on the Liberty Bell which hangsin Independence
Hall inPhiladelphia.

At the start of the Jubilee, the people were commanded to release their
indentured servantssothey couldreturntotheir ownlandsandfamilies.
A Hebrew servant wasto servefor amaximum of 6 yearsand then be set
free(Ex 21:2). All property wasalsotorevert back toitsoriginal owner
(w.13-17).

A jubileeshall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that
which groweth of itself init, nor gather the grapesin it of thy vine undressed.
Just asthepreviousyear (aSabbatical Y ear), it wasal so to be observed
asyear of rest. They had to rely on the Lord to keep His promises and
supply sufficient food for almost 3years, sincethey wouldn’t beableto
work theland until the 51% year and even then they’ d have wait for the
harvest.

For it isthe jubileg; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof
out of the field.

Thepeopl e, includingthepoor and theforeigners, could gather fromthe
fields and be God's “guests.”

The Restitution of All Things

13]
14]

15]

In the year of thisjubilee ye shall return every man unto his possession.
And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest ought of thy neighbour’s
hand, ye shall not oppress one another:

According to the number of years after the jubilee thou shalt buy of thy
neighbour, and according unto thenumber of yearsof thefruitsheshall sell unto
thee:
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16] According to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and

according to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for
according to the number of the years of the fruits doth he sell unto thee.

Inlsrael, property wasn't sold infeesimple, asweareused to. Only the
useof theland was sold—what wewould call alease. Theland belonged
totheL ord, and Israel wasonly atenant, under conditionsof obedience.
TheL ordwanted Hislandtoremainwiththetribesandfamiliestowhich
ithadbeenallotted. Therestill wasaformof privateownershipthat gave
stability to the economy; a sense of proprietorship and caring for the
property. People usually take care of what they themselves own.
(Anyonewho hastraveled in acommunist country quickly recognizes
the penalties of ambiguities and the lack of accountability in public
ownership.)

These laws made impossible for wealthy real estate speculators to
accumulate vast holdings and distort the economy. Even the poorest
Israelitefamily receiveditsland back; and by working thelandthey could
provide for their needs and perhaps the needs of others.

The Year of the Gospel?

The Greek word for trumpet iskerux; the verb iskerusso, which means
toproclaimor to herald. Therearemany commentatorswho suggest that
thisisall suggestiveof proclaimingthespiritual liberty availablethrough
the Gospel (Cf. John 8:32, 36). When Jesusdeclared Hismandate at the
synagogue at Nazareth, Heread from Isaiah,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed meto preach
thegospel tothepoor ; hehath sent meto heal thebrokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty themthat are bruised, To preach the acceptabl e year of the Lord.
Luke4:18, 19

Then He declared, “ Thisday isthis Scripture fulfilled in your ears.”

“To preach the gospel” isto proclaimit. Andindeed it hasbeenaswe
discover the marvelous events of His ministry in the four Gospel
accounts. However, when you examine the passage in Isaiah more
carefully (Isaiah 61:1,2f), we discover that He didn’t read the entire
passage; in fact, He stopped a comma and omitted the rest, and much
that follows: that after “the day of vengeance of our God;” He would
release His people and restore them to their land and bless them
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17]

18]

abundantly. Thisisclearly referringtotheMillennial periodfollowing
HisSecond Cominginpower andglory. Cf. Isaiah 11, 35, 40; Jeremiah
23; Micah 4; Revelation 20.

The"acceptableyear of the Lord” of God’ sgraceisseparated fromthe
future day of judgment by a commathat has lasted about 2,000 years!
God’'s"“day of salvation” (2 Cor 6:2) haslasted aslong asit hasbecause
God islongsuffering and wants sinners to come to repentance (2 Peter
3.9,15).

Y e shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for |
am the LORD your God.

TheJubilee Y ear provided anew beginning for therel eased slavesand
landowners, and thus kept poverty and inequality to aminimum. [Our
bankruptcy laws are intended to serve the same fundamental purpose
in affording afresh start after catastrophic misfortunes, etc.]

Whereforeye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and
ye shall dwell in the land in safety.

The Reading of the Law

19]
20]
21]

22]

Every Sabbatical Year, at the Feast of Tabernacles, the Book of
Deuteronomy wasto beread publicly to all the people (Deut 31:9-13).
Thenationwould havelearned thereal meaning of “ giveusthisday our
daily bread.” God promisedto protectthemand providefor themif they
would trust and obey (vv.18-22).

(Aswenoticedin our study of thedismal period of the Book of Judges,
if they had observed this their entire history of the servitudes to their
enemies would have been averted. If they had followed the specific
instructions in Deuteronomy 7, their oppressions would have been
avoided.)

And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein
in safety.

And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? behold, we shall not
sow, nor gather in our increase:

Then | will command my blessing upon youinthesixthyear, and it shall bring
forth fruit for three years.

And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old fruit until the ninth year;
until her fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store.
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The Law of Redemption: the Goel

23]
24]
25]

26]

27]

28]

29

Theland shall not besold for ever: for theland ismine; for yearestrangersand
sojourners with me.

Andinall theland of your possession ye shall grant aredemption for theland.
If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and
if any of hiskin cometo redeemit, then shall he redeem that which hisbrother
sold.

And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it;

Thiswasthe opportunity for the Goel, the Kinsman-Redeemer. There
werefour conditions:

1) Hehadto beaKinsman;

2) Hehad to be ableto redeem;

3) Hehadto bewilling; (it was not obligatory);

4) He had to assume all the obligationsinvolved...

There also was the Law of Levirate Marriage for the kinsman
(Deuteronomy 25:5-10). [ TheBook of Ruthisthedefinitiveexample: Boaz
redeemsthelandfor Naomi, and purchasesRuth (aGentile) ashisbride.
Itisprovocative, indeed, that thisbook isread each year at the Feast of
Pentecost, which itself is a prophecy of the Church.]

Theultimateexampl eof all of thisiswhen our Kindman-Redeemer takes
up thetitledeed of the earth (the seven-seal ed scroll in Revelation 5) to
take possession of that which He purchased on the cross.

[Anillustrativeexampleof thisseemsrepresented by Jeremiah’ sstrange
purchase of land from his uncle's son, even though the Babylonian
armieswereall overit, and Jeremiah himself will not surviveanother 70
years. [twouldultimately beredeemed by hiskinsmen after thecaptivity
(Jer32:6-16).]

Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto
the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession.

But if hebenot ableto restoreit to him, then that which issold shall remainin
the hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubilee: and in the jubilee
it shall go out, and he shall return unto his possession.

Walled villageswere an exception.

Andif amansell adwelling houseinawalled city, then hemay redeemit within
awhole year after it is sold; within afull year may he redeem it.
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30]

31]

32]

33]

34]

A housewithinawalledvillagewasmuchmoreval uablethan oneinopen
landsinceit afforded protectionfrominvaders. Theformer owner inthis
case had only one year in which to redeem the house.

And if it be not redeemed within the space of afull year, then the house that
isinthewalled city shall beestablished for ever tohimthat bought it throughout
his generations: it shall not go out in the jubilee.

But the houses of the villages which have no wall round about them shall be
counted asthe fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and they shall go
out in the jubilee.

Notwithstanding the cities of the Levites, and the houses of the cities of their
possession, may the Levites redeem at any time.

TheL evitesweregivennotribal allotments, becausetheL ord wastheir
inheritance (Josh 13:14, 33; 14:3-4; 18:7); so they were given 48 cities
(Num 35; Josh 21), and pasturelandsadjacent to their cities(Num 35: 1-
5). [Althoughtherewould seemtobetheexceptioninActs4:34-37, but
thiswasin Cyprus, not Isragl.]

Andif aman purchase of the L evites, then the house that was sold, and the city
of hispossession, shall go out intheyear of jubilee: for the houses of the cities
of the Levites are their possession among the children of Israel.

Butthefield of thesuburbsof their citiesmay not besold; for itistheir perpetual
possession.

The Bankrupt Brother

35]

36]

37]

38]

Andif thy brother bewaxen poor, and fallenin decay with thee; then thou shalt
relieve him: yea, though he be astranger, or asojourner; that he may livewith
thee.

Takethou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may
live with thee.

Interest-freeloansapparently areinview here. (NIV: “excessiveinter-
est.” Cf.Nehemiah5.) Theywere, however, allowedtochargeinterest
toGentiles(Deut 23:19-20).

Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for
increase.

I amthe LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt,
to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.

Freely yehavereceived, freely give.
Matthew 10:8
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Theearly churchwas quick to adopt thisprincipl e, hel ping widowsand
other needy believers (Acts 2:44-47; 4:34-5:1; 6:1-7; Cf. Deut 10:18;
24:.17).

Indentured Brother

39]

40]

41]
42]

43]
44]

49]

46]

Andif thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee;
thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant:

But asan hired servant, and asasojourner, heshall bewiththee, and shall serve
thee unto the year of jubilee:

No morethan six years; hewent free onthe Sabbath Y ear (Ex 21.2).

Andthen shall hedepart from thee, both heand hischildrenwith him, and shall
returnunto hisownfamily, and unto the possession of hisfathersshall hereturn.
For they are my servants, which | brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they
shall not be sold as bondmen.

Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour; but shalt fear thy God.

Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the
heathen that areround about you; of them shall yebuy bondmen and bondmaids.
Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them
shall ye buy, and of their familiesthat are with you, which they begat in your
land: and they shall be your possession.

Andyeshall takethem asan inheritance for your children after you, to inherit
them for a possession; they shall be your bondmen for ever: but over your
brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not rule one over another with rigour.

Jewswereallowed to own slavesfrom the Gentile nations around them
or thealiensliving intheir land, but aJew could never enslave afellow
Jew. Slaveswereconsidered property of their owner and could be part
of afamily inheritance. Gentile slaves had no hope of being set free,
unlessthey could secure the purchase price, or the master chose to set
themfree.

During the Civil War era, some Americans used passages like these to
provethat itwasBiblical andright for peopletoownandsell slaves. But
it must benotedthat God’ slawsdidn’ t establish slavery; they regulated
it and madeit more humane.

Slavery was an institution that had existed long before Moses and the
law; the Law of Moses forbade Jews to enslave one another. Had the
Jews treated one another as the law required they would have been a
testimony to the Gentile nations. Instead, Israel failed to obey and
eventually became slaves themselves (Cf. the Book of Judges).
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During the Roman Empire, there were about 60 million slaves. The
message of Jesusand Paul wastoindividuals; it wasultimately through
that influence that the institution of slavery would eventualy be
abolished.

The Jew Enslaved by a Gentile

47]

48]
49]

50]

And if asojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth
by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to
the stock of the stranger’s family:

After that heissold hemay beredeemed again; oneof hisbrethren may redeem
him:

Either hisuncle, or hisuncle’ s son, may redeem him, or any that isnigh of kin
unto himof hisfamily may redeem him; or if hebeable, hemay redeem himself.
And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold
to himunto theyear of jubilee: and the price of hissale shall be according unto
the number of years, according to the time of an hired servant shall it be with
him.

Itisinterestingthat aGentile" resident stranger” intheland of I srael had
to obey the law of Moses, even though he wasn’'t a member of the
covenant community. The Gentile was required to treat him as hired
servant and not treat him harshly. If not redeemed he and his family
would bereleased at the Jubilee Y ear.

Summary

It wasunfortunatethat | srael did not obey thelawsinthischapter; their
selfishness and greed brought ruin to the land and their economic
system. The prophets rebuked the rich for exploiting the poor and
stealingtheir lands, their houses, eventheir children(Isa3:14-15; 5; 10:1-
3; Amos 2:6-7; 5:11). God is concerned with how we use the resources
He has given us and how we treat one another in the marketplace. He
eventually judgesthose who exploit others and treat them in waysthat
arelessthan humane (Amos 1 -2).

Eschatological Conjectures

The Jubilee Y ear wasatimewhen
All debtswereforgiven;
All slaves went free; and
Theland returned to its proper owners,
It was the “time of restitution of al things.
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Peter, in hissecond sermonintheBook of Acts, refersto ultimate“time
of refreshing” and the “times of restitution of all things’:

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:
Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by themouth of all hisholy prophetssincetheworld
began

Acts 3:19-21

Therewill comeaday whenthecurseuponthegrounditself shall belifted
fromtheCreation (Rom 8:20-22; | sa35:1-2); theultimate“ restitution of
all things.”

There are many who recognize that the Y ear of Jubilee probably has
eschatol ogical implications, and so there are some who try to predict
when the Jubilee years will fall on the contemporary calendar. The
problemisthat therearemany rabbinical debatesabout all of thevarious
details.

Somerabbisarguethat the next Sabbatical cycle of seven yearsbegins
after aJubilee year; somethat the Jubileeisthefirst of the next seven,
etc. (I wouldsidewiththosewho maintainalong-termgrid of Sabbatical
sevens, counting the Jubilee year when it falls as the first of the
subsequent seven.)

Thereisal sotheproblem of determining whenthey wereever observed:
thereisno credible evidencethat they wereever observed! They were
supposed to begin when the conquest under Joshuawas compl eted, but
thereisno clear historical evidence of this.

Many of the prophecy “charts’ that get circulated presumeto begin a
series with the refounding of the state of Israel in 1948, but thereisno
Biblical basisfor thisreckoning.

We do suspect that we are about 70 Jubilees since Joshua' s conquest
of Canaan (“ 70times 7" ?) but, again, thelack of precisionshouldrestrain
any conjectures! But we probably are very near “the time for the
restitution of all things!

[E.W.Bullinger reckonstheNativity (28.c?) asat the29th Jubilee. That
would makethe 70th Jubilee41 Jubileesyearslater (2009- 2, or 2007)7)]
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Study Questions
(For the diligent student.)

1) When was the Sabbath established?
2 What does the phrase, “Give us this day our daily bread” mean?

3 HowdoestheJubileeY ear symbolizetheproclamation of theGospel
message?

4) Howdidtheultimatereturnof thelandtoitsoriginal ownersimpact
the functioning of society in Israel?

Discussion Questions
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Howwouldtheviewthatwe"ownnothinginlife’ affecthowwelive
our lives?

2 How is covetousness equivalent to idolatry?

3 Inwhat way ispursing ecological responsibility aspiritual
endeavor?

4) Samuel Johnson said, “A decent provision for the poor isthetrue
test of civilization.” How isour country doinginthisregard? How
isyour church doing? What specific recommendations due you
suggest?

Research Projects
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Study the Book of Ruthinterms of its prophetic aspects. What is
itsrelationship to Revelation Chapter 5?

2 Anayzethestrangecircumstancesandtheimplicationsof Jeremiah’s
purchase of Anatoth land from hisuncle’ sson (Jer 32:6-16). Why
would God haveinstructed Jeremiah regarding thisunlikely trans-
actionwhenthearmiesof Babylonwerealready all over theplace,
and Jeremiahwould not survivetheforthcoming 70yearstoredeem
it? Cf. Rev 5:1-7ff.
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Preparation for Next Session:

Read L eviticus Chapters 26 and 27.

Session 15
Leviticus 26 - 27
Israel’s Magna Carta

The Word “If”

We often emphasize the fact that the Abrahamic Covenant isuncondi-
tional and that all of our benefits—even as Gentiles—derive from that
covenant. The heresy of “replacement theology” isatragic legacy of
many denominationally focused churches. Furthermore, our security in
Christ isunconditionally sealed by His completed work on our behalf
and the sealing of the Holy Spirit.

However, we have rarely focused on the conditional aspects of God's
covenant, and thisis the area of Isragl’s failure—and our own! (The
Book of Judgeschroniclestheir dismal cycleof failuresandittragically
mirrorsour owntimesaswell.)

This session will focus on the shortest, and most tragic, word in the
Englishlanguage: “if.”

Debating on what might have happened in world history if Wellington
had lost at Waterloo, or if Lee had won at Gettysburg isan exercisein
futility. However, the history of Israel cannot be properly understood
apartfromthe“if’s’ inGod' scovenant. Intermsof | sragl’ s—and our—
relationship to God, “if” isavery big word.

Obedience is the ground of blessing.

Inthetwo remaining chaptersof Leviticus, theword“if” isused at least
32times. Examples:

“If youwalk inmy statues...” (v.3);

“1f you do not obey me..."” (v.14);
“If they confesstheir iniquity...” (v.40).
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Thesefinal two chapterswill alsofocususonfour responsibilitiesevery
ChristianhastowardthelL ord. Weareblessedwithall spiritual blessings
intheheavenliesin Christ. However, therearesome*ifs’ connectedwith
these also. We can put up an umbrella of indifference; an umbrella of
sin; an umbrellaof stepping out of thewill of God.

Leviticus 26

1. Obeying His Commandments (26:1-13)

1

2]

Y eshall makeyounoidolsnor gravenimage, neither rear you up astandingimage,
neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it:
for | am the LORD your God.

“..standing...”: or, pillar.
“...imageof...”: or, figured stone: Heb., astone of picture.

Moses lists four reasons why we should obey the Lord:

1) Because of who Godis(v.1).

2) Because of what God did (v.2a).

3) Because of where God dwells (v.2b).

4) Because of what God promised (vv.3-13).

Y e shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: | amthe LORD.
These two verses sum up thefirst part of the Ten Commandments.

Wearetomakenoidols. TheHebrewwordforidol, Iyla‘eled, of nought,
good for nothing, worthless. When we make anidol we make nothing.
Anything that takes the place of God is a hothing.

The word “Sabbaths’ refers to all the special days on the Jewish
calendar, not just the 7" day of theweek. (Wereviewedthemin Chapter
23). Although the 7" day was instituted as a special sign between the
Lordandlsrael (Ex 31:13), itsfocuswasthefirst week of creationandis
an appropriate acknowledgment for all of us.

In addition to the emphasis on what God did, they needed to obey Him
because of where He dwelt: among theminthe Tabernacle. Tosinwas
not only violation of Hislaw, it wasadesecration of Hissanctuary. To
sin was to defile the camp and that’ s why the unclean had to leave the
camp.
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3]

4

5]

6]

9

[That iseven more emphatic for us, because Hedwellsinus! Cf. 1 Cor
6:1-20; Eph4:17-32]

If yewalk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them;

To “obey God” isto walk in His statutes; to disobey Him is to walk
contrary tothelL ord and despiseHisstatutes(vv.15, 21, 23-24, 27-28, 40-
41). Another reason (of thefour reasons) that weshould obey isbecause
of what He promised (vv.3-13).

Moses later elaborated on the “covenant of blessing” (Deut 28-30)
whichweretheconditionsof | sragl’ stenancy onHisland: theconditions
that they wereto fulfill and the resultant promises God would perform:

Then| will giveyourainindueseason, andtheland shall yield her increase, and
the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.

Israel depended on the “latter rain” in the spring and the “former rain”
intheautumn for water for their cropsand domestic needs. Onereason
Baal worship ensnared the Israelites was the posture of Baal as the
Canaanite storm god. To discipline His people, God would often
withhold therain, asHedid inthe days of Elijah (1 Kgs17-18.)

Andyour threshing shall reach untothevintage, andthevintageshall reach unto
the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land
safely.

(Cf.Ezek 34:26-2; Jodl 2:23-24)
Andl will givepeaceintheland, andyeshall liedown, and noneshall makeyou

afraid: and I will ridevil beastsout of theland, neither shall thesword gothrough
your land.

“...rid": Heb. cause to cease.

And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.
And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten
thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.

Sometrust in chariots, and somein horses; but weremember the name of
the Lord our God.
Psalm 20:7; cf. Josh 23:10.

For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and
establish my covenant with you.
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10]
11]
12]

13]

If they obeyed Hislaw, God promisedtomultiply their population. Large
familieswereablessingfromGod (Gen 17:6; Deut 7:13-14; Ps127-128).
(Abortion was a capital crime among pagan cultures since population
growth was ameasure of their strength.)

And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new.

And | will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you.
And | will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.
The Lord’s presence was the greatest blessing promised; all other
blessings were dependent upon this.

Cf.1John1:7;2Cor 6:16; Rev 21:3.

I amthe LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt,
that ye should not betheir bondmen; and | have broken the bands of your yoke,
and made you go upright.

Ninetimesin Leviticus we find the Lord reminding them that He had
deliveredthem out of Egypt andthisal onewassufficientto deservetheir
obedience(Lev 11:45; 19:36; 22:33; 23:43; 25:28, 42, 55; 26:13, 45).

We, too, have everythingweneed for “lifeand godliness’ (2 Peter 1:3)
because we have “every spiritual blessing in Christ (Eph 1:3). But
possessingisonething; invokingthemissomethingelse. We, too, have
battlesto fight and work to do, but aswewalk in obedienceto the L ord,
He enables us to overcome the enemy, claim the land, and enjoy its
blessings.

But God' s blessing isn’t always health, wealth, and success. Some of
the greatest heroes of faith suffered because of their obedience (Heb
11:36-40). The" successpreachers’—the" nameitandclaimit” or “blab
it and grab it” health-and-wealth evangelists—like to promote the
blessings but assume the accompanying judgments and curses apply
to someone el se!

2. Submitting to His Chastisements (26:14-39)

For whomthe Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
hereceiveth.
Hebrews 12:6; cf. Prov 3:11-12.

Israel’ s special relationship to YHWH brought with it special obliga-
tions.
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14]
15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

21]

Youonlyhavel known of all thefamiliesof theearth: thereforel will punish
you for all your iniquities.
Amos 3:2

But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments;
Andif yeshall despisemy statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that
ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant:

The"ifs’ of thesetwo versesareof abreach of thecovenant: refusal tohear,
refusal to do, despising and abhorring God' s statutes and judgments.

| also will do thisunto you; | will even appoint over you terror, consumption,
and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart:
and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.

“...over”: Heb. Upon.
“...consumption”: slow wasting diseases, like turberculosis.

And | will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies:
they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth
you.

Thewicked fleewhen no man pursueth: but therighteousareboldasalion.
Proverbs 28:1

Cf.Judg2:14; 3:8; 4:2; Jer 5:17; Mic6:15.

Andif yewill not yet for all thishearken unto me, then | will punish you seven
times more for your sins.

Hereisthemultipleof sevenagain(cf.v.18, 21, 24, 28). If thisisapplied
to the mysterious “430 years’ of Ezekiel 4, we have an astonishing
precision implied in the modern reestablishment of the State of Isragl.
[Seeappendix]

And 1 will break the pride of your power; and | will make your heaven asiron,
and your earth as brass:

Prideisalwaysaproblem. Judgment will likewisecomeuponthewhole
worldinRevelation 16 (cf.v.9,11.)

And your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall not yield her
increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.

Andif yewalk contrary untome, andwill not hearkenuntome; | will bring seven
times more plagues upon you according to your sins.
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22]

23]

24]

25]

26]

27]
28]

29]

30]

I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children,
and destroy your cattle, and makeyou few in number; and your high waysshall
be desolate.

This, too, will theexperiencewildbeastswiththe* pale” (chloros) horse
in Revelation 6:8. (They aren’'t necessarily mammals: they may be
microscopic...)

And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary
unto me;

Then will | also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times
for your sins.

Hereisthemultipleof sevenagain (Cf.v.18, 21, 24, 28).

And| will bringasword uponyou, that shall avengethequarrel of my covenant:
and when ye are gathered together within your cities, | will send the pestilence
among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy.

War, pestilence, and famine usually go together. (Cf. Ezek 5.)

Andwhen| havebrokenthestaff of your bread, tenwomen shall bakeyour bread
inoneoven, andthey shall deliver youyour bread again by weight: andye shall
eat, and not be satisfied.

Ezekiel warned them that 1/3 would die of pestilence and with famine,
1/3would be scattered (Ezek 5:12). [Revelation 8 records thefirst of 4
“trumpet judgments’ that are also known as the “judgment of the
thirds.”)

And if yewill not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me;
Then | will walk contrary untoyou alsoinfury; and |, even|, will chastiseyou
seven times for your sins.

Hereisthat multipleof sevenagain (cf. v.18, 21, 24, 28).

And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall
ye eat.

We have difficulty imagining the desperation of real famine (cf. 2 Kgs
6:29; Jer 19:9; Lam4:10).

And | will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast your
carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall abhor you.
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31]

32]

33

34]

35]

36]

37]
38]

39]

And 1 will makeyour citieswaste, and bring your sanctuaries unto desol ation,
and | will not smell the savour of your sweet odours.

Evenwhenthey try torevivetheir worship of YHWH, it will betoolate.
Their citiesand sanctuarieswill beleveledtotheground. Uptonow, their
chastisementswould beintheland, but now Heremovesthem fromthe
land. Thesiegeof Samaria(2Kgs6:28-29) andthesiegeof Jerusalem by
Babylon(Lam2:20; 4:10).

And | will bringthelandinto desolation: and your enemieswhich dwell therein
shall be astonished at it.

And | will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out asword after you:
and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

This is clearly includes the 1900 years, from the beginning of the
Diasporafromthefall of Jerusalemin 70 AD totherestoration of theState
of Israel may 14, 1948.

Then shall theland enjoy her sabbaths, aslong asit lieth desol ate, and ye bein
your enemies’ land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.

In7228.c., the Assyrianstook the Northern Kingdom captive, never to
return; in 606 B.c., the Babylonianstook the Southern Kingdom captive
for 70 years (leaving theland to “ enjoy her Sabbaths” (2 Chr 36:21; Jer
25:11).

Aslongasitlieth desolateit shall rest; becauseit did not rest in your sabbaths,
when ye dwelt upon it.

And uponthemthat areleft alive of you | will send afaintnessinto their hearts
inthelands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them;
and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall when none
pursueth.

“...shaken”: Heb. driven.

And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, when none
pursueth: and ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies.

Andye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat
you up.

Andthey that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your enemies’
lands; and alsointheiniquitiesof their fathers shall they pineaway with them.

TheLord mercifully allowed aremnant to return under theleadership of

Ezraand Nehemiah. (Lessthan 50,000. The nation never regained its
former power or glory. With exception of short periodsof freedom, such
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as under the Maccabees, the Jews were subsequently always under the
control of someforeign power, until May 14, 1948...

[The duration of the Diaspora seems provocatively predicted in the
application of the “seven times” multiple being applied to the missing
“360years’ of exileimplied by Ezekiel 4. Seetheappendix for detailsof
this astonishing conjecture.]

3. Trusting His Covenant (26:40-46)

40]

41]

42]

43]

Even under theworst situations, however, thereisawayshope, for the
Lordis:

mer ciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant ingoodnessandtruth,
Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin...

Exodus34:6-7

If they shall confesstheir iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their
trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked
contrary unto me;

If we confess our sinsand repent, Hewill forgive and restore (Cf 1 Kgs
8:33-34; Neh 9:2; 1 .Jn 1:9) Usethe* Christian’ sbar of soap”:

If we confess our sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to
cleanse usfromall unrighteousness.
1 John 1.9

And that | also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into
theland of their enemies; if then their uncircumcised heartsbehumbled, and they
then accept of the punishment of their iniquity:

External circumcisionwasn’t enough to savethem (Mt 3:7-12). It took
morethan an outward sign: it took achange of heart (Deut 10:16; 30:6;
Jer 4:4; 9:25; Rom2:29).

Thenwill | remember my covenant with Jacob, and alsomy covenant with | saac,
and also my covenant with Abrahamwill | remember; and | will remember the
land.

Theland also shall beleft of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while shelieth
desolatewithout them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity:
because, even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul
abhorred my statutes.
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44] And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, | will not cast

49]

46]

them away, neither will | abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my
covenant with them: for | amthe LORD their God.

Thisdirectly refutesthecommonly taught “ replacement” theol ogy: that
the church “replaces’ Israel. God may punish His people, but He will
never reject them or cast them away (Rom 11:1-25; Jer 31:31-34). One
reasonfor Hischasteningisto bring Hiserring peopleback intoHisarms
of love, where He can blessthem once again (Heb 12:1-13).

But | will for their sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom |
brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that | might
be their God: | am the LORD.

The people may forget Hislaw, but He remembers His covenant.

Thesearethestatutesandjudgmentsand laws, whichthe LORD madebetween
him and the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.

Leviticus 27

Thisisviewed as an addendum or a postscript by many expositors (J.
A. Seissdoesn’t even include it!). It does seem strange that this book
should end with a chapter on vows rather than with an account of a
specia demonstration of God's glory and holiness.

But our promisesto God must bejust asinviolableasHiscovenant with
us! Vowsarevoluntary, but if apromiseismadeto God, itisessential
thatit befulfilled!

Benot rashwiththy mouth, andl et not thineheart behastytoutter anything
before God: for God isin heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy
words be few.

Ecclesiastes5:2

It isa snareto the man who devoureth that which is holy, and after vows
to make enquiry.
Proverbs 20:25

Vowsarevoluntary, but if made, they must be taken very seriously!

When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack
topayit: for the LORD thy God will surely requireit of thee; andit would
besininthee. Butif thou shalt forbear tovow, it shall benosininthee. That
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whichisgone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill
offering, accor ding asthou hast vowed untothe LORD thy God, whichthou
hast promised with thy mouth.

Deuteronomy 23:21-23

4. Keeping our Commitments to God (27:1-34)

1
2]

3

4
9]

6]

8]

9

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When aman shall make
asingular vow, the persons shall be for the LORD by thy estimation.

“A singular vow”: to single out something of particular value to the
individual. (Remember how Davidwould not offer to God something that
did not cost him anything (2 Sam 24:24). This assumes that someone
dedicated tothel ord woul d beredeemed withmoney giventothepriests
for theministry of the sanctuary. (Inthecase of Samuel (1 Sam 1-2) the
ladwasactually giventothehigh priest by Hannah andtrained to serve,
but this was not the general rule.)

And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty
years old, even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel
of the sanctuary.

I nestimating theredemptionvalue, it had nothing todowiththe“ worth”

of theindividual; it hadto dowith how muchwork they would have been
abletodo. A shekel wastheequivalent of amonth’ sincomefor aworker;

but we really don’t know how much buying power it had. Herefor a
person 20-60 it was about four years’ income.

And if it be afemale, then thy estimation shall be thirty shekels.

Andif it befromfiveyearsold even unto twenty yearsold, then thy estimation
shall be of the male twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels.

Andif it befromamonth old even untofiveyearsold, then thy estimation shall
be of the mal e five shekels of silver, and for the femal e thy estimation shall be
three shekels of silver.

Andif it befrom sixty yearsold and above; if it be amale, then thy estimation
shall be fifteen shekels, and for the femal e ten shekels.

Butif hebepoorer than thy estimation, then he shall present himself beforethe
priest, and the priest shall value him; according to his ability that vowed shall
the priest value him.

Andif it beabeast, whereof men bring an offering unto the LORD, all that any
man giveth of such unto the LORD shall be holy.

Animals could also be dedicated and then redeemed.
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10]

11]
12]
13]

14]

15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

20]
21]
22]

23]

24]

25]

Heshall not alter it, nor changeit, agood for abad, or abad for agood: and if
he shall at all change beast for beast, then it and the exchange thereof shall be
holy.

A proposed exchangeandthedefectiveoriginal werekept. Thiswasone
of thesinsin Malachi’sday (Mal 1:13-14).

And if it be any unclean beast, of which they do not offer a sacrifice unto the
LORD, then he shall present the beast before the priest:

And the priest shall valueit, whether it be good or bad: asthou valuest it, who
art the priest, so shall it be.

But if he will at all redeem it, then he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy
estimation.

And when aman shall sanctify his house to be holy unto the LORD, then the
priest shall estimate it, whether it be good or bad: as the priest shall estimate
it, so shall it stand.

Property could also be dedicated and redeemed, but the owner had to
add 20%to theeval uation when he gaveredemption money tothepriest.

Andif hethat sanctifiedit will redeem hishouse, then heshall add thefifth part
of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be his.

Andif amanshall sanctify untotheL ORD somepart of afield of hispossession,
then thy estimation shall be according to the seed thereof: an homer of barley
seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver.

If he sanctify hisfield from the year of jubilee, according to thy estimation it
shall stand.

Butif hesanctify hisfield after thejubilee, thenthepriest shall reckonuntohim
themoney according to theyearsthat remain, even unto theyear of thejubilee,
and it shall be abated from thy estimation.

Andif hethat sanctified the field will in any wise redeem it, then he shall add
the fifth part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be assured to
him.

Andif hewill not redeem thefield, or if he have sold thefield to another man,
it shall not be redeemed any more.

But thefield, when it goeth out in the jubilee, shall be holy untothe LORD, as
afield devoted; the possession thereof shall be the priest’s.

And if aman sanctify unto the LORD afield which he hath bought, which is
not of the fields of his possession;

Then the priest shall reckon unto him the worth of thy estimation, even unto
theyear of thejubilee: and he shall givethine estimation in that day, asaholy
thing unto the LORD.

Intheyear of thejubileethefield shall return unto him of whom it wasbought,
even to him to whom the possession of the land did belong.

Andall thy estimationsshall beaccordingtotheshekel of thesanctuary: twenty
gerahsshall bethe shekel.
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Unredeemable Things

26]

27]

Only thefirstling of the beasts, which should bethe LORD’ Sfirstling, no man
shall sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it isthe LORD’S.

There were three unredeemabl e things:
Thefirstborn of thebeasts (Ex 13:2; 34:19-20);
Anything God put under a ban;

And the required tithes.

These were already the Lord’s.

And if it be of an unclean beast, then he shall redeem it according to thine
estimation, and shall add afifth part of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, then
it shall be sold according to thy estimation.

“Devoted” Things

28]

29]

Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the LORD of
all that he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his possession, shall
be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is most holy unto the LORD.

“Devoted”: thingsthat God had set asidefor Himself, such asthe spoils
of war at Jericho (Josh 6:17-19; 7:11-15). King Saul brokethislawwhen
hetriedtogiveto Godthat which Hehad already banned: the Amal ekites
andall their wealth (1 Sam 15).

Nonedevoted, which shall bedevoted of men, shall beredeemed; but shall surely
be put to death.

Tithes

30]

31]

37]

And all thetithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of
the tree, isthe LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD.

It seemsthat the I sraglites paid tithes: atitheto the Levites, whointurn
tithed it to the Priests (Num 18:21-32); atithe that was brought to the
sanctuary and eaten“beforetheLord” (Deut 14:22-27); and atitheevery
threeyearsfor the poor (Deut 14:28-29).

Andif amanwill at all redeem ought of histithes, he shall add thereto thefifth
part thereof.

And concerningthetitheof theherd, or of theflock, even of whatsoever passeth
under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.
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33

34]

He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he changeit: and if
hechangeit at all, then both it and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not
beredeemed.

These are the commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses for the
children of Israel in mount Sinai.

The major lesson in this chapter is that God expects us to keep our
commitmentsto Him and to be honest in all of our dealings with Him.
JesusChrist paidwith Hisownlifetheredemption pricefor sinners, and
weweren’tworthit. Any sacrificewemakefor Himisnothing compared
to the sacrifice He made for us.

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
Teaching usthat, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and thegloriousappearing of thegreat God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem usfromall
iniquity, and purify unto himself apeculiar people, zeal ousof good works.
Titus 2:11-14

Appendix:
Ezekiel’'s 430 Years

Thereisapuzzling prophecy in the book of Ezekiel that speaks of 430
yearsof judgment pronounced upon Israel (Ezek 4:1-8). Seventy years
are clearly accounted for by the Babylonian Captivity. But that leaves
360 yearsthat do not seem to fit any specific interpretation of history.
There are passagesin Leviticusthat indicatethat if Israel doesn’t obey
thefirsttimeGodwill multiply her punishment by seven(Lev. 26:18, 21,
24,28). 360 yearstimes7 equals2520 years.

However, the Bibleseemstodeal in 360-day years(SeeDaniel’ sSeventy
Weeks). Converting the 2520 years360 resultsin 2483 years365 plus 9
months and 21 days:

2483years, 906,295days
plus, for leap years 614 days
9 months 270 days
21 days 21 days
2520years, 907,200days

But where does one apply thisinterval?
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The Servitude of the Nation

If one starts with the first siege of Nebuchadnezzar, which began the
“Servitude of the Nation” in 606 B.c., the seventy years of servitude
endedin537B.C. If July 23,537 8.c. wastherel easefrom servitude, then

-537y 7m 23d
1 (No*“year Q")
2483y 9m 21d

1948y 5m 14d = May 14, 1948

On May 14, 1948, David Ben Gurion, citing the book of Ezekiel ashis
authority, proclaimed Isragl as the new Jewish homeland. The nation
| srael wasreestablished onthevery completion of thisinterval fromthe
end of the“ Servitude of the Nation” under Babylon. What a*“ coinci-
dence.”

The Desolations of Jerusalem

If one starts with the third siege of Nebuchadnezzar, which began the
“Desolationsof Jerusalem” in587 B.C., theseventy yearsof desol ations
ended in 518 B.C. With August 16, 518 B.C. as the completion of the
desolations of Jerusalem, then

-518y 8 m 16d
1 (No*“year Q")
2483y 9m 21d

1967y 6m 7d = June7,1967

OnJune7, 1967, as aconsequence of the“ Six Day War,” the Old City
of Jerusalem fell under Isragli control for the first time since Jesus
prediction:

...Jerusalemwill betrampled on bythe Gentil esuntil thetimesof theGentiles
arefulfilled.

Luke?21:24

| srael regained Jerusalemat thevery completion of thissameinterval since
the" Desolationsof Jerusalem” under Babylon. Whata“ coincidence.” (The
rabbis say that “coincidence is not a kosher word.”)

* * *
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Study Questions
(For the diligent student.)

D

2

List the unconditional covenants.
List the conditional covenants.

What wasthe primary purpose of the six periods of chastisements
(219)?

Give four reasons Moses gave for obeying the Lord.

Give examplesin the Scripture where obedience isthe ground of
blessing.

What passageinthissessionisthebest refutation of “replacement”
theology?

Discussion Questions
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

D

What are the current international implications of God's condi -
tional covenants with Israel?

I's punishment agood teacher? How does punishmentin Leviticus
relateto the New Testament concept of discipline (asdescribedin
Hebrews12:5-13)?

What should the Christian do regarding the 7" day Sabbath? Is
Sunday a substitute? On what ground?

Should a Christian make vows? Under what circumstances?
Should a Christian tithe?

What are the social and political implications of “ replacement”
theology today?

Research Projects
(For the truly dedicated.)

D

Tracethemajor geopolitical milestonesontherestoration of |srael
to the land.
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Preparation for Next Session:

In our final session, we'll review the entire book.

Session 16
Review

Major Lessons from Leviticus

This is the primary book of the Bible devoted to the most important
subject of theBible: Holiness. Therearemany intricatedetailswhichwe
could only skim over in our review, but their main lessons we dare not
ignore.

Here are ten basic lessons summarized, with practical applications to
each of our lives today (as suggested by Warren Wiershe).

1. Our God is a Holy God

Whenever we minimize the holiness of God, we are in danger of
minimizing human sinfulnessand minimizing thework of Christ onthe
cross. God' s holiness means His complete “ apartness’ from anything
thatissinful. Heisdifferent fromthat whichiscommon. Heisseparate
fromthat whichisdefiling.

2. Our God wants His people to be holy

Eighttimesin Scripture, Godsaid, “Beholy, for | amholy.” HecalledHis
people to be a“holy nation.” (Cf. Ex 19:6; 1 Pet 2:9). Since “God's
commandments are also His enablements,” itspossible for ustolivea
holy life. What health is to the body, holiness is to the soul.

3. Holiness begins at the altar

Leviticusdidn’t beginwithaprayer meeting, praiseservice, or asharing
meeting: it beginsat thealtar whereinnocent sacrificesshedtheir blood
for guilty sinners. Our sinskilled Hisonly Son. Our holiness depends
on Hiscompleted work, not our sincereresol utions, religioushabits, or
theol ogi cal knowledge. Wecanmeasureour holinessby our recognition
and hatred of sin.
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. Holiness involves obedience and discipline spiritual gifts is defrauding the Body. We are not to forsake “the
assembling of ourselvestogether” (Heb 10:25).

Jesusdidn’'t call usto be“thelipsof theworld”; but rather, thelight of

theworld. Our holinesswasn't completed by bringing asacrificetothe 9. Holiness glorifies the Lord

altar and then going away unchanged: we must obey the rules and

regul ationsGod gaveHispeopl eregarding what wascleanand unclean; Since only God can make a person holy, agodly lifeisatrophy of His
what’s right and wrong, etc., in His sight, not ours. We are to keep graceand atributeto Hispower. Only God getsthe glory when people
ourselves unspotted from the world (James 1:27). Bible study is an really see Christ reproduced in us. We may not see the changestaking
important beginning, but disciplined obedienceisacritical part of holy place in us, but God can see them and so can others.

living.

_ _ 10. Holiness means living to please God alone
. Holiness must be from God and be genuine
Oneof theprinciplesthat Jesusemphasi zedinthe Sermon ontheMount

We must beware of “false zeal.” Nadab and Abihu (and Ananias and (Mt5, 6, & 7) isthat weliveour lives before the eyes of God, to please
Saphira) violatedtheholy law of God. Itispossibletoimitatespirituality, Him alone, and not before the eyes of other peoplein order to impress
but Godisnot mocked. Sentimental religiousfeelingsareno guarantee them. Weareto concentrate on building character, not just areputation.
that wearepleasing God. Wemust discern Satan’ s(sometimesel egant) (Heb4:13). WeareHisworkmanship; it’ sthereality that will bring Him
counterfeits. God's Word isthe only and ultimate measure. glory, not the appearance.

. Holiness involves priestly mediation
Study Questions
All believers are now priests, but we must come to God through our (For the diligent student.)
mediating High Priest, Jesus Christ (1 Pet 2:5). There can be no growth
in holiness apart from fellowship with Jesus Christ. We learn from the

1 Whatrel does the Book of L eviticus have for the Christi
Word of God. We gain afear (respect) through our devotional life. reevance does the Sook of Leviticus havetor the Lhrstian

(whois not under the Law)?

. Lack of holiness affects our land 2 How do salvation and sanctification compare and contrast?
Sinisnotlimitedtoindividual activity, affectingonly thesinner. | dolatry 3 How can Christian liberty be abused to the point that it downplays
and sexua immorality are polluting our land and is collectively conta- obedience and discipline?
gious. (Cf. Lev 18:24-25)."“| tremblefor my country when| recall that God
is just, and His justice will not sleep forever.” Thomas Jefferson. 4)  For each of the 10 primary lessons listed in the review, give an
Judgmentiscoming andit will begin“at thehouseof God” (1 Pet4:17). example.

. Holiness isn’t a private affair Discussion Questions

- o (“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)
Weare part of aworshiping community, just as|srael was supposed to

be. One of the dangers today is the tendency—and emphasis—on
“individual Christianity,” asthough eachbeliever cangoitaoneintheir
guest for holiness. We need the help, support, and encouragement of
other believers and they need us. Anyone who isn’t exercising their

1) What evidence have you seen that the Church neglects godly
character and conduct?

2 How canwedistinguish “false zeal” from true holiness?
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3 Where should the Church draw the line between “ being relevant”
and “being like theworld”?

Research Projects
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) ExploretheEpistletotheHebrewsinlight of itsamplification and
fulfillment of theBook of Leviticus.

2 ExploretheEpistletothe Romansinlight of itsamplification and
fulfillment of theBook of Leviticus.

Preparation for Next Session:

Select another book of the Bible to study verse by verse.
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