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The Book of Job
Session 1

Introduction

Job isthe oldest book of the Bible. Victor Hugo called it the “greatest
masterpiece of the human mind.”

Style: Epic poem (Cf. Iliad and Odyssey); it may have been presented
attimesasadrama. It containsmostly poetry; yet opensand closeswith
prose (like program notes).

Y et, Job wasareal person: mentioned by Ezekiel, along with Noah and
Daniel (Ezek 14:14,20) and by James(James5:11).

Vocabulary

e 110hapax|egomena, wordsnot found el sewherein OT (morethan
any other OT book);

« 5differentwordsfor lions(4:10-11);
« 6fortraps(18:8-10);
« 6for darkness(3:4-6; 10:21,22).

e names of constellations, metals, precious stones.

o familiarity with detailed anatomy of great beasts.

e technical language of law and courts, occupations of mining and
hunting.

« referencestoinsects, reptiles, birds, beasts; weapons and military
strategies; musical instruments; meansof travel ; geography; whirl-
winds, dew, dawn, darkness, clouds, rain.

e richnessof similesand metaphors unexcelled. For example, the
brevity of lifeis depicted by:

« aweaver'sshuttle (7:6);
« on€'sbreath (7:7);

« acloud (7:9);

« ashadow (8:9; 14:2);

e arunner (9:25);

« afalcon(eagle) (9:26);

« andaflower (14:2).
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Along with poetic parallelism (two lineswith the second completing or
contrasting the first) and strophes (a group of verses in a rhythmic
pattern) make the book of Job:

The greatest poem of ancient or modern times...

—Tennyson

The Names of God

Elohim

E

Eloah

Adonai

Jehovah

Shaddai

God the Creator, carrying out Hiswill;
God the Omnipotent, carrying out Hiswork.

God who iswor shipped and reverenced; the Living God,
in contrast to idols, etc.

God asthe Ruler of the Earth (thewhol e Earth rather than
aslimited to His own people).

GodtheEternal: Whois, andwas, andistocome. Theself-
existent God, who standsin covenant relation to Hisown
people.

Godasall-bountiful; not merely Almighty asregardstoHis
power, but all-bountiful asregardsto His resources
(“breast”).

L anguages: Hebrew + Akkadian, Arabic, Aramaic, Sumerian, Ugaritic...

[Hebrewidiomsarea soinstructive: “ Accept” isfrom!vD’ dashen, “turn
to ashes,” because that was the way in which the Lord accepted a
sacrifice. Heturned it to ashes, by causing Divinefireto fall fromthe
heavens and consume it. This is how He “had respect” for Abel’s
offering: thisis how He testified of Abel’s “gifts’; thisis how Abel
“ obtained witness that he was righteous” (Heb 11:4).]

Single author: interdependence of design.

When Was Job Written?

Timeof patriarchs...nomentionof Law, Isradl, etc. (yet, sacrifices!).[No
mention of other “gods.”] Traditions? (Talmud): Job = King of Edom?
Job = Pyramids? Re: Joseph?
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10)

Length of Job’slife: 607 (Childrengrown) + 140 after calamities
(42:16); compareswith Terah, Abraham’ sfather, 205; Abraham,
175; I saac, 180; Jacob, 147; Joseph, 110; ...shorter since. May have
overlapped Noah (350yrsafter flood); Shem (502years; cf. Gen9:28;
11:10,11); Abraham may have been born only 292 years after the
flood...

Wealthreckonedinlivestock (1:3; 42:12), Cf. Abraham (Gen 12:16;
13:2) and Jacob (Gen 30:43; 32:5).

Depicts Sabeansand Chaldeans(1:15,17) asnomads; they weren’t
inlater years.

Job was priest of hisfamily (1:5); national priesthood not yet in
existence.

Hebrew word" pieceof money” (42:11) isused el sewhereonly twice
(Gen 33:19, Josh 24:32), both in referenceto Jacob.

Musical instrumentsreferenced (21:12; 30:31) timbrel, harp(or lyre),
flute (or pipe) arealso mentionedin Gen (4:21; 31:27).

Job' sdaughterswereheirsof theestatealongwith brothers(42:15);
not likely after Mosaiclaw given (Num 27:8).

Similar literary worksin Mesopotamiaabout the sametime.

Noreferencesto M osai cinstitutions (priesthood, laws, tabernacle,
special religious days, events, etc.)

The name Shaddai isused of God 31 timesin Job (17X elsewhere
inOT) andisanamefamiliar tothepatriarchs(Gen 17:1; Ex 6:3).

11) Personal and place names associated with patriarchal period:

Sheba (an oath, seven):

1) A sonof Raamah (Gen 10:7) whose descendants settled with
those of Dedan on the Persian Gulf.

2 A son of Joktan (Gen 10:28), probably the founder of the
Sabeans.

3 A grandson of Abraham: A son of Jokshan, who was a son of
Abraham by Keturah (Gen 25:3).

4) AkingdominArabia. Sabeansfrom Sheba(Gen25:3; Job 1:15;
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6:19); Sheba, infact, was Sabain Southern Arabia, the Sabagans
of classical geography, who carried onthetradein spiceswith
the other peoples of the ancient world. They were Semites,
speaking one of the two main dial ects of Himyaritic or South
Arabic. Sheba had become a monarchy before the days of
Solomon. Its queen brought him gold, spices, and precious
stones(1Kgs10:1-13) Sheiscalled by our Lordthe"queen of
thesouth” (Mt 12:42).

Tema (south; desert): Another grandson of Abraham: one of the sons
of Ishmael, and father of atribeso called (Gen25:15 1Chr 1:30Job 6:19
Isa21:14 Jer 25:23) which settled at aplaceto which he gave hisname,
some250 miles SE of Edom, ontheroutebetween Damascusand Mecca,
inthe northern part of the Arabian peninsula, toward the Syrian desert;
(themodern Teyma).

Eliphaz (“God hisstrength”)

1) Oneof Job's“threefriends’ who visited himin hisaffliction
(Job4:1). Hewasa“Temanite”; i.e., anativeof Teman, in
|dumea (Edom). Hefirst entersinto debate with Job. His
languageisuniformly moredelicate and gentlethan that of the
other two, although heimputesto Job special sinsasthecause
of his present sufferings. He states with remarkable force of
language theinfinite purity and majesty of God (Job 4:12-21
15:12-16).

2 Theson of Esau by hiswife Adah, and father of several
Edomitishtribes(Gen36:4,10,11,16)

Job =commonWest Semiticname2000s.c.; earliestknownusageisinalist
of kingsin Mari onthe upper Euphrates River, 2000 - 18008.c.; alsoname
of a1900 B.c. prince in the Egyptian Execration texts. Other occurrences
foundinthe Amarnaletters(cal400s.c.) and in Ugaritic texts.

Chiastic Structure

1:1-2:5 Introduction.
2:6-2:10 Satan’ sassault. Job stripped of all.
2:11-13 TheThreeFriends. Their arrival.
3:1-31:40 Job and hisfriends.
32-37 Elihu.
38:1-42:6 Jehovah and Job.
42:7-9 TheThreeFriends. Their departure.
42:9- 10 Satan’sDefeat. Job blessed of all.
42:11 -17 Conclusion.
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Scientific: More on creation than in Genesis. At least 15 discoveries
anticipated...

Primary Lesson

The primary lesson in the Book of Job isthe oldest lesson in theworld
andthemostimportant lessonthat itispossiblefor ustolearn. If weknow
not thislesson, it matters not what else we may know. Our knowledge
may bevast, extensive, and deep onall other subjects; butitwill not carry
us beyond the grave.

Thisisa lesson | cannot teach you: How shall mortal man bejustified
with God?

It may be that Deity can forgive sins, but | do not see how.
— Socrates, 500 B.c.

The Lord Himself must be the teacher of this Divine lesson:
“...theend of the Lord”:

Behold, we count themhappy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen theend of the Lord; that the Lord isvery pitiful, and
of tender mercy.

James5:11

“Whereartthou?’ (Lost! Gen 3) What did the*“mighty famine” dofor
the lost son (Luke 15)? He confessed: “I have sinned.”

What did another famine do for Joseph’ s brethren (Gen 44:16)? They
acknowledged: “Weareverily guilty!”

What did Nathan’ sparabledofor David (2 Sam 12:1-13)?*| havesinned
against the Lord.”

What did thevision do for Isaiah (6:1-5)?“| am undone...unclean.”
...and Daniel (10:1-8)?“My comelinesswasturned into corruption.”

Whatdidamiracledofor Peter (Luke5:1-8)?" Departfromme; | amasinful
man, O Lord.” [If all wegather fromthisis*the patience of Job,” it will
only provide additional grounds for self-confidence and our own
ultimatedisappointment and depression, for wewill fail to producesuch
patience ashis...]
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Major Issues

1]

2]
3]

“Why do the innocent, or righteous, suffer?’ [This is never really
answered! 7]

Deeper level: Therelationship of Satanto God: Nottheequal (re: duaism,
“The Force” of Sar Wars, et al.) All forcesareat God'scommand; no
surprises. Morethan any other book of the Bible, Job givesusaglimpse
of the true greatness and majesty of God.

Job 1

Therewasamanintheland of Uz, whosenamewasJob; and that manwasperfect
and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

Uz: son of Aram (founder Aramaeans), son of Shem, son of Noah.
Uzwas:
1) aland of kingsin Jeremiah’s day (Jer 25;20); possession or
2 neighbor of Edom (Lam4:21);

Some scholars believe Uz was in the fertile Bashan, S. of Damascus;
others, that Uz was in Edom, SE of Dead Sea; others, E. of Edom, in
Northern Arabia.

Thislast view is supported by the fact that:
1) Joblived near the desert (1:19);
2 hislandwasfertilefor agricultureandlivestock (1:3,14; 42:12);
3 customs,vocabulary, ref.togeography, etc. relatetoN. Arabia.

Job was probably one of the most prominent citizens.

“Perfect”: ~T” tam, upright, sincere, without guile. Blameless (not
sinless: but he knew how to handle his sin). Complete, well-balanced
man: hefeared God.

And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.

His substance al so was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great
household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.

Job was very prosperous. Riches are not necessarily evil. [Thisinven-
tory will be important to revisit when we get to the end of the book...]
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9]

“Men of the east”: identified with Kedar, northern portions of Arabia
(Jer 49:28); Kuwait?

And hissonswent and feasted in their houses, every one hisday; and sent and
called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them.

Fatherly concern: afamily man.

And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent
and sanctifiedthem, androseup early inthemorning, and offered burnt of ferings
according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have
sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.

A man of prayer and sacrifice.

“...cursed God intheir hearts’ - akey theme of the book. Job knew that
the greatest spiritual stress can come when things are going well.

“Burnt offering” =total dedicationto God, arecognitionof God' srightful
ownership of men.

Job = agodly man, agreat |landowner, and agood father.

The Adversary’s Assault

6]

Now therewas aday when the sons of God came to present themsel ves before
the LORD, and Satan came also among them.

Scene shift: invisible redlities; cf. Ephesians. “the heavenlies’ and
Elisha sservant: (2Kgs6:17); cf. Dan 10; Rev 4.

“Sonsof God” ~jhlah’-jnb Ben HaElohim=angels, created beings. Cf.
Job1:6;2:1;38:7; Gen6; Jn1:12.

Satan (“Adversary”) has access and a mission of accusation...

And the LORD said unto Satan, WWhence comest thou? Then Satan answered
the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up
and downin it.

[Isthe Earth only one of the locations?]

Satan’s searches: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, asaroaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
1 Peter 5:8
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8]

9

10]

Beyeangry, and sinnot: let not the sun go downuponyour wrath: Neither
give placeto the devil.
Ephesians 4:26, 27

Anger gives opportunity for attack; Cf. Ephesians6:10-18. (TheLord
prayedfor Peter, not that Peter might not fall, but that Peter’ sfaithmight
notfaill)

AndtheLORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there

isnonelikehimintheearth, aperfect and an upright man, onethat feareth God,
and escheweth evil ?

God endorses Job: “Nonelikehiminal theearth.” Job’'sreport cardis
thekey torest of book. The book losesits point if the righteousness of
Jobisnot taken asgenuine. Don’t you reap what you sow (Gal 6:7; Ps
34:11-22; 1 Pet 3:10)?

Where justice ends, love begins...

Job' sfriendswerein error on this point... What makesthis collision of
minds so dramatic is the soundness of their views and the cogency of
their arguments. These are not “men of straw.”

It is God who challenges Satan (not the other way around)!

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?

Satan’s premise: only for self-interest. Ultimate question for us all:
reflecting Satan’s cynical philosophy opens his entry...

Isworship acointhat buysusaheavenly reward? Ispiety acontract...?
Will Job serve God even if he getsnothing in return? Real worship vs.
thanksgiving...

The attack also attacks the integrity of God. Rigging therules...

Goduses Jobtosilence Satan; al soto deepen Job’ sspiritual insight (and
yours and mine!)

Metal has no strength which has not been tempered in the fire.
Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about hishouse, and about all that

hehath on every side?thou hast blessed thework of hishands, and hissubstance
isincreased intheland.
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11]

12]

13]
14]

15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

Nothing can happen to any of His without His permission. All our
troublesare“ Father filtered.”

But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and hewill curse thee
to thy face.

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath isin thy power; only
upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence
of the LORD.

Note specific limits set by God. Satanic limitations. A rebel who is
constrained by rules. No suggestionthat heeven attemptsto break forth
fromthislimitation. Godistotally incontrol.

And therewas aday when his sons and his daughterswer e eating and drinking
winein their eldest brother’ s house:

And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and
the asses feeding beside them:

And the Sabeansfell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the
servants with the edge of the sword; and | only am escaped alone to tell thee.

Satan doesn’t waste any time.

Sabeans. fromregion of Sheba, SW Arabia?or atown called Sheba, near
Dedaninupper Arabia(Gen10:7; 25:3).

While he wasyet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thefire of God
is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and
consumed them; and | only am escaped alone to tell thee.

Somekind of storm: 7000 sheepkilled!

While he was yet speaking, there came al so another, and said, The Chaldeans
made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away,
yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and | only am escaped
aloneto tell thee.

Camels most prized of the animalsin that part of theworld.
Chaldeanswere fierce, marauding inhabitants of M esopotamia. Possi-
bly fromthenorth, in contrast with the Sabeans, who had comefromthe

south.

Whilehewasyet speaking, there cameal so another, and said, Thy sonsand thy
daughters were eating and drinking winein their eldest brother’ s house:
And, behold, there came agreat wind from the wilderness, and smote the four
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20]

21]

22]

corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and |
only am escaped alone to tell thee.

Satan’s control over natural forces (Cf. Jesus rebuked the wind and
waves).

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon
the ground, and worshipped,

Shaving the head part of the mourning rituals in Mesopotamia and
Canaan. Because of heathen associations, it wasforbidden by the Law.
(Thus, later?)

Next timeyou get bad new, read this chapter! Themalignancy of Satan
goestothelimit. Thereisfar deeper significanceto the Book of Job, far
deeper reasons for God’s permission of tragedy, than the ones we
usually think of.

Revelation of the mercy and compassion of God. Job: no complaints.
[C.S. Lewis: “Why should therighteous suffer? Why not? They'rethe
only ones who can handleit!”]

And said, Naked came | out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall | return
thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD.

“1 recognize God' ssovereignright todowithmeasHewill.” Hedidn’t
charge God with wrong; didn’t curse the desert brigands, the frontier
guards, etc. Job's amazing response shows Satan waswrong: man can
begodly apart from material gain.

“mother’ swomb” = poetic way of referring totheearth (Ps139:15; Ecc
5:15; 12:7). Dustfromtheground: Gen2:7; 3:19; Job 10:9; 24:15).

In al this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
Job passed thetest. God wasvindicated. [How would you have done?]

If Satan had hisway, every one of uswould bein thiskind of difficulty
(1 Cor 10:13). God will not test you above what you are ableto bear.

Dr. FrancisSchaeffer: First argument of the Gospel isnot that Jesusdied
for our sins; nor that God lovesusand hasawonderful planfor our lives;
rather: God isthere!
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ThereisaGod, and Heisin control of life.

Study Questions:
(For the diligent student)

1) What are the evidences that Job was a real person and not just a
figment of literature?

2 Whereisthelikely location of Uz?

3 Giveanexampleof poetic parallelismthat pervadesHebrew litera-
ture.

4) Giveanexampleof astrophe.

5 Study theoriginof Satan and hisrolein God’ splan (Cf. Isaiah 14;
Ezekiel 28; etal.).

6) Study therole of the Nephilim and their originsin Genesis 6 (and
later!).

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant”)

1) What isthe primary lesson of the book?

2 Whenisthemost spiritually hazardoustime: whenthingsaregoing
well or when they are going badly?

3 What is Satan’s agenda and motives? Why?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated)

1) Exploretheuseof chiastic structuresinthe Bible (Cf. E.W.
Bullinger, etal.).

2 What mysterieslie behind the use of “dust” in the Bible?
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Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters1- 5.

Session 2: Job 2 -5

Review

e JobinhisProsperity (Chapter 1)

e  Satan’'sMalignity (and limitations)

e JobinhisAdversity (Chapter 2)

e Satan’'sfurther malignity

e JobinhisPiety in Extremity

» Job's3“Comforters’ (Chapters3 and following)

Insights

1]

2]

» Satanisaccountable to God

e  Satan'sdark mind is an open book to God

e Satan is behind the evils that curse the earth

e Satanisneither omnipresent nor ominiscient

e Satan can do nothing without Divine permission
e God'seyesare ever on Hisown.

Job 2

Againtherewasaday whenthe sonsof God cameto present themselvesbefore
the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the
LORD.

Round Two. [God was aready vindicated in His evaluation of Job in
Chapter 1.]

Wearegivenaviewpoint of Job and hissufferingwhich Job himself was
not permitted to have.

And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from
walking up and down init.

Page 14

3

4

9]

6]

Rhetorically parallel to the previous chapter.

AndtheL ORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there
isnonelikehimintheearth, aperfect and an upright man, onethat feareth God,
and eschewethevil ?and still heholdethfast hisintegrity, althoughthou movedst
me against him, to destroy him without cause.

A rebuttal to the self-interest premise of Satan. We should be alert to
those who go about “ accusing the brethren!” We know whose agenda
that is advancing...

And Satan answered theLORD, and said, Skinfor skin, yea, all that aman hath
will hegivefor hislife.

“Skinfor skin”: proverbial saying asin bartering for animal skins.

But put forth thinehand now, and touch hisboneand hisflesh, and hewill curse
thee to thy face.

Satanisasking for achangeintherules. [“Never wasteyour timeona
good loser!”]

“Fleshandbone”: our total humanity: emotional aswell asphysical. Cf.
Same expression Jesus used after Hisresurrection... (Luke 24:39).

Job could not see what was going on behind the scenes; neither canwe
in our own lives!

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, heisin thine hand; but save hislife.
So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore
boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.

Leprosy?Elephantiasis? ...chroniceczema, psoriasis, pityriasis, kerato-
sisor pemphigusfoliaceus?Cf. “ soreboils’: plaguesin Egypt (Ex 9:8-11,
Deut 28:27); Hezekiah' sillness(2K gs20:7).

Job’ sincluded: inflamed, ulcerous sores (2:7); itching (2:8); degenera-
tive changesin facial skin (2:7,12); loss of appetite (3:24); depression
(3:24-25); nightmares (7:14); wormsin boils (7:5); hardened skin and
running sores (7:5); difficulty in breathing (9:18); dark eyelids, failing
vision (16:16); foul breath (19:17); rotting teeth (19:20); lossof weight,
anorexia (19:20; 33:21); continual pain (30:17); restlessness (30:27);
peeling, blackened skin (30:30); fever (30:30); lasted at | east for several
months (7:3; 29:2). [And you thought you had problems!]
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8]

9

10]

[Satan does not appear again in Job after this verse.]

And hetook him apotsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among
the ashes.

Then said hiswife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God,
anddie.

(Curse: “bless,” but with sarcasm.) It must be admitted that we cannot
really tell what sheisproposing, evenlesswhat her motivewas. [LXX
expansion represents her not unfavorably, as sharing Job’s misery, so
that her motive in wishing him dead was to end his unendurable
sufferings speedily.]

Husbandsoften draw emotional strengthfromtheir wivesfar morethan
they or their wivesrealize.

But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.
What? shall wereceive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?
In al this did not Job sin with hislips.

Hedid not call her afoolish woman: he said, “you speak as one of the
foolishwomen.” Wearenot heresimply tohaveagoodtime. Thereare
meaningful objectivestobeattainedinlife, evenwhenit all turns sour.
When pressurecomes, whenlifeisnolonger fun, lifeisstill worthliving.
A philosophy that wants to abandon everything as soon as things
become unpleasant is a shallow, distorted view of life.

Job did not sin: thescoreisnow 2- 0, infavor of Job (and God). If Satan
had his way, we would all perish. God assures that we will never
experience morethan we can handle; Job provedthat. Heisteachingus
ourlimits.

The Three Counsellors

11]

Satan now unleasheshisfinal stronghold: the spirit of Job, the ultimate
reality of hislife. Hisheavy artillery arehisreligiouscounsellors! His
means: sincere (?), but misguided friends. With friendslike these, one
doesn’t need enemies...

Now when Job'’ s three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him,
they came every onefrom hisown place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment
together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him.
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They came from three different countries; Job was internationally
prominent.

Job’s Three Friends

“Eliphaz the Eloquent”

Eliphaz (Edomitename, Gen 36:4, 11, 15); the TemanitewasfromTema
inArabia, or TemaninEdom (Jer 49:7, 20; Ezek 25:13; Amos1:12; Obad
8,9). Based on hisown observation and human experience: “ Job suffers
because he has sinned.”

“Bildad the Brutal”

Bildad the Shuhitewasfrom Shuah, alocation named after Abraham’s
youngest son (Gen 25:2). Thereisaplausibleidentificationwithaplace
in the Middle Euphrates mentioned in cuneiform texts. He rests his
arguments on human tradition: “ Job is a hypocrite.”

“Zophar the Zealous”

12]

Zophar = ? Same as Balak’ s father (Num 22-24)? Naamah possibly a
Judeantown (Josh 15:41). Restsonassumptionsof humanmerit versus
orthodox dogma: “ Job isawicked man.”

All these reasonings werewrong in their conclusionsand falsein their
logic. God Himself will declare that they had “darkened counsel by
wordswithout knowledge” (38:2).

[A fourth, Elihu, will joininlater...] Anintercessor morethan ajudge?
Ch 32: Elihu, the son Brachel the Buzite, may have been from Buz, the
name of Abraham’ s nephew. Buzin mentioned along with Dedan and
Tema, Arabianlocations(Jer 25:23).]

And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up
their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust
upon their heads toward heaven.

They treated the situation likeafuneral! Expressgrief and despair four

ways:
« wailed (emotional shock),
« wept (in sorrow),
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« toretheir robes (in brokenheartedness, and
« threw dust over their heads to the sky (in deep grief and in
recognition of their helplessness).

13] So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and

1]

2]
3]

4

5]

6]

none spake aword unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great.

A funeral service, for sevendays. Statutory timefor mourningthedead
wassevendays(Gen50:10; 1 Sam 31:13; Ezek 3:15).

Job 3

After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.

Weeks have gone by. Baffled, buffeted, and tormented, Job longs for
death. Inthis chapter he asksthree poignant questions: the first: “Why
was | ever born?’

And Job spake, and said [Hebrew: “answered”],
Let theday perishwherein | wasborn, and thenightinwhich it wassaid, There

isaman child conceived.

[Cf. Other psalmsof grief: Jer 20:14-18; Lam 3:1-18; especially Matthew
27:46; Psalm22:1!]

Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let thelight
shine upon it.

[Darkness is mentioned five times, using four different words. The
verbal tapestry isclearerintheHebrew; all sixlines, vv. 4-5, areunified
by verbal signals.]

L et darkness and the shadow of death stainiit; let acloud dwell uponit; let the
blackness of the day terrify (stain or challenge) it.

“terrify”: stain or challenge.

Asfor that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined unto the days
of the year, let it not come into the number of the months.

(or, let it not rejoice among the days...)

Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein.
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8]

9

10]

11]

12]

13]
14]

15]
16]
17]
18]
19]

Let them curseit that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning

(or“leviathan™). “Leviathan” ismentionedinfive passages: here, 41:1;
Psalm74:14; 104:26; 1saiah 27:1. Wewill explorethepossiblereferences
to dinosaurs in Chapter 41.

Jobisprobably simply referring to acustom of sorcerersor enchanters,
who claimedto havethe power to makeaday unfortunateby rousingthe
dragon asleep in the sea; poetic license on acommon idiom.

Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but have none;
neither let it see the dawning of the day.

Hebrew: “eyelids of the morning.”

Because it shut not up the doors of my mother’s womb, nor hid sorrow from
mine eyes.

Marvelous poetry. Job's pressure isincreasing and he is beginning to
crumble under it. There isn't anything harder for us to bear than
unexplainedtrouble.

Why died | not from the womb? why did | not give up the ghost when | came
out of the belly?

Job’s second question: “Why didn’t | die at birth?”’
Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that | should suck?

“My lifehasbeentotally meaningless.” Hethengivesusavery primitive
view of death...

For now should | havelain still and been quiet, | should have slept: then had |
been at rest,

With kings and counsellors of the earth, which built desolate places for
themselves;

Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with silver:

Or asan hidden untimely birth | had not been; asinfantswhich never saw light.
There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest.

There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor.
The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master.

Many people see death that way: atime of rest, after solitude after the
tumult of life. [Cf. theplay, Our Town...]
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21]

22]
23]
24]
25]

26]

Job’ sunderstanding of life after death needs enlightenment; that isone
of thereasonsthis suffering comesinto hislife. Hisview of death will
be quite different by the end of this book...

Job'sthird question is, “Why can't | die now?”’

Whereforeislight giventohimthat isin misery, and lifeunto the bitter in soul;
Whichlongfor death, butit comethnot; anddigforit morethanfor hidtreasures,

Suicideisnever contemplated: death must be God’ sgift, and for Job now,
this has become the only possible evidence of His goodness.

Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave?

Why islight given to aman whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in?
For my sighing cometh before | eat, and my roarings are poured out like the
waters.

For thethingwhich| greatly fearediscomeuponme, andthat which | wasafraid
of iscome unto me.

| was not in safety, neither had | rest, neither was | quiet; yet trouble came.

So now we come to Job's three counselors: “Eliphaz the Eloquent,”
“Bildad the Brutal,” and “Zophar the Zealous.”

Eliphaz is evidently the oldest: thereis a smoothness about him, and a
courtesy (at least at thebeginning) that indicatesthat hehaslearned how
to say unpleasant things in gracious ways.

Bildadisbrutal and plainspoken. Helaysit on Job and seemsnottocare
what the effect is.

Zophar iscompassionateand emotional, but he speakswith agreat deal
of force, trying to motivate Job.

They aretoo human to be stereotypes or caricatures. Our own philoso-
phieswill bereflected intheir arguments.

Thereat |east 18 speecheson this*wisdom school onadunghill”: 10 by
Job; three by Eliphaz; three by Bildad; and, two by Zophar. Itishardto
find any proposition in the book which is not to some extent correct,
takeninisolation.

Thereisnot much meeting of themindsinthisclash of words. Jobisnot

arguing a point; he is trying to understand his experience. He is
dreadfully in earnest, and transparently honest.
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3

9]

6]

8]

Hisfriendstalk about God. Job talksto God. Thismakeshimtheonly
authentic theologianinthebook. HetellsGod exactly how hefeelsand
just what he thinks. There can hardly be better prayers than that.

NowheredoesJob bewail thel ossesof Chapter 1 or theillnessof Chapter
2. Inthisheisutterly consistent. His concern from beginningtoendis
God: not hiswealthor health, but hislifewith God. Itisbecauseheseems
to have lost God that he isin such torment.

Job4
(Eliphaz will give hisaddressesin Chapter 4 & 5, 15, and 22.)

Eliphaz’ sfirstargument breaksdowninto six mainpoints, andwhenyou
hear themyouwill get thegist of what thesethreewill besayingthrough
therest of the book. He begins by saying, “Follow your own advice.”

Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,
If we assay to communewith thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold
himself from speaking?

Hebrew: “refrain from words?’ Notice the courtesy with which he
begins.

Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened theweak hands.
Thy words have upholden him that wasfalling, and thou hast strengthened the
feebleknees.

But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art
troubled.

Isnot thisthy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways?

Eliphazissaying, “ Job, you have been acounsellor to many peopl e; you
canidentify theproblemandassistintheir dealingwithit. Nowit’ syour
turn: follow your own advice.” He then goes on to define the problem
and welearn hisbasic principle of life:

Remember, | pray thee, who ever perished, beinginnocent? or where werethe
righteous cut off?
Evenasl| haveseen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap thesame.

“Y ou reap what you sow.” Likethe Psalmist:
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10]

11]

| have been young, and now am old; yet have | not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.
Psalm37:25

But Eliphaz goestoo far; it is one thing as an abstract principle, quite
another to apply it to Job'scase. He deservestheretort: “Y ou haven't
seen much.”

By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they
consumed.

“by the breath”: that is, by his anger.

Theroaring of thelion, and thevoiceof thefiercelion, and theteeth of theyoung
lions, are broken.

Theoldlion perishethfor lack of prey, and thestout lion’ swhel psare scattered
abroad.

What Eliphaz’'s argument lacks in substance he makes up for with
rhetoric, There are no fewer than five different words for “lion” used
here!

Eliphaz usesapride (family) of lionsto describe the natural strength of
human beings: it appearsto be strong, but in God’ s judging hand, itis
broken. Hisargument isthat therighteousare never punished; only the
unrighteous suffer.

“Where did you ever see an innocent man perish? Where did you ever
see an unrighteous man succeed?’ heasks. Job’ sproblemiscaused by
hisown sin, something heishiding. “Thereissomething wrong, Job.
If youwill only admit it youwill beall right.”

“Who sinned, this man or his parents?’ (John 9:2f).

* Mosesin Midian;

e Davidinhishide-out;

e Jeremiah and Joseph in the pit;

* Danidl inthelion’sden;

e Paul in (morethan one) prison;

e Jobinthecity dump;

*  Heroesof Heb 11: all sufferers.

* And, of course, Jesus: 1sa53:3! Christ wastheinnocent to suffer...
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12]

13]
14]

Eliphaz goeson to tell Job that if hewill fear God and confess hissin,
thingswill beall right. Relying on hisown experience, he suspectsthat
hisposition isvulnerable, hefallsback on aclaim of divinerevelation
(Cf. Balaam, Numbers 24:15ff). He breaks down hismessageinto two
parts. First, herefersto anight vision that cameto him. (Spooky!)

Now athing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received alittle thereof.
“secretly”: Hebrew, “by stealth.”

In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men,
Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake.

“came...”: Hebrew, “met.” “al”: Hebrew, “themultitudeof.”

15] Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up:

16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

21]

Thewordxlir ruach, commonly feminine, hasamasculineverb: hestood,
his appearance, etc. Thus, Spirit of God seems intended, not “wind.”

Itstood still, but | could not discerntheformthereof: animagewasbeforemine
eyes, there was silence, and | heard avoice, saying,

“there...”: or, “I heard astill voice.”
Shall mortal manbemorejust than God?shall amanbemorepurethan hismaker?

Thebanality makesEliphaz sound pretentious, and quiteunfair. Jobhas
not questioned thewaysof God, | et alone claimed to be better than God.
All he hasdoneisproclaim hismisery.

Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:
“and his...”: or, “nor in hisangels, in whom he put light.”

How much lessinthem that dwell in houses of clay, whosefoundationisinthe
dust, which are crushed before the moth?

They are destroyed from morning to evening: they perish for ever without any
regardingit.

“destroyed”: Hebrew, “beaten in pieces.”

Doth not their excellency which isin them go away? they die, even without
wisdom.
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3]
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This is an argument based on the fact that infinite justice rules the
universe. Godisholy and pure; what chancewould aman haveto stand
beforehimand claimtobesinless? Thatisgoodtheology. Even Socrates
understood that when he declared, “ Perhaps Deity can forgive sin, but
| do not see how.”

Aswewill seebeforetheend of thisbook, it wasaproblemthat Jobwas,
indeed, facing: hedid not understand hisown heart, and he so confesses
at the end.

But the problem with Eliphaz’ sargument is that he sees God only asa
God of justice. He sees nothing of love, compassion, and forgiveness,
or of discipline and training from the Father’s hand. So because of
unbalanced theology, his truth becomes false in its application.

Inthisway, many people usepartial truthsandend upinerror. Charles
Spurgeon spoke about “preachers who went about with a theological
revolver in their ecclesiastical trousers.”

Eliphaz continuesto arguethat troublecomesonly fromsin. Butthegulf
between Job and his friends is opening up. Job’s position is more
audacious, more believing than Eliphaz’ sinsipid insinuations. Hewill
not be silenced by remindersthat it isnot for puny man to question the
waysof the Almighty. Hisquestions may be unanswerable, but hewill
ask them, and insist on hisright to ask them.

Job 5

Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt
thou turn?

“turn”: or, look?
For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one.

“envy”: or, indignation. “That is what is wrong: you are vexed and
jealous, that's why you have trouble.”

| have seen the foolish taking root: but suddenly | cursed his habitation.

Hischildrenarefar from safety, andthey arecrushedinthegate, neitheristhere
any to deliver them.
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What alow blow! Thisisahiddenreferenceto the calamity that befell
al Job’'schildreninasingle day (Job 1:19). Eliphaz issuggesting that
suchthingshappen only becausethereissomethingwrongin Job’ slife.

Whose harvest the hungry eateth up, and taketh it even out of the thorns, and
the robber swalloweth up their substance.

Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth troubl e spring out
of the ground;

“affliction”: or, iniquity.

Y et man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.

“trouble”: or, labour. “sparks...” : Hebrew, “thesonsof theburning coal
liftuptofly.”

“Trouble comesfrom sin; therefore, if you' vegot trouble, sin hasto be
the reason.” [Do you see the logical fallacy here?]

Inthisnext section, Eliphaz suggeststhat thereisno playing gameswith
God because He knows too much.

I would seek unto God, and unto God would | commit my cause:
Which doeth great thingsand unsearchabl e; marvell ousthingswithout number:

“unsearchable”: Hebrew, “there is no search.”
“without...”: Hebrew, “till there be no number.”

Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields:
“fields’: Hebrew: “outplaces.”

To set up on high those that be |ow; that those which mourn may be exalted to
safety.

He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform
their enterprise.

“their enterprise”: or, any thing.

He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is
carried headlong.

They meet with darkness in the daytime, and grope in the noonday as in the
night.

“meet...”: or, “runinto.”
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16]

17]

18]
19]
20]

21]
22]
23]

24]

25]

26]

But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand
of the mighty.
So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth.

Oneof themost beautiful creedal hymnsintheBible.“ Godisincontrol.
Heisso clever and wisethat you cannot deceive Him. Just give up, get
it out into the open, and God will blessyou.”

Behold, happy isthe man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the
chastening of the AImighty:

Psalm94:12; Prov 3:11; Heb 12:5. 1t will bepoint that Elihumakes(Job
36:10).

For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole.
Heshall deliver theeinsix troubles: yea, in seventhereshall no evil touchthee.
In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the
sword.

“power”: Hebrew, “hands.”

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid
of destruction when it cometh.

At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the
beasts of the earth.

For thou shalt beinleaguewiththestonesof thefield: and thebeastsof thefield
shall be at peace with thee.

And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit
thy habitation, and shalt not sin.

“thy tabernacle...”: or, “peace is thy tabernacle.”
“sin”:or, “err.”

Inview of Job’sloss of property and family, Eliphaz’ s bumbling cant
understandably infuriates Job.

Thou shalt know al sothat thy seed shall begreat, and thineoffspring asthegrass
of the earth.

“great”: or,“much.” (The promiseof numerousdescendantscan hardly
comfort a person who just been rendered childless!)

Thou shalt cometo thy gravein afull age, like as ashock of corn comethinin
his season.
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27] Lothis, we have searched it, so it is; hear it, and know thou it for thy good.

Delitzsch pointsout that “ Theskill of thepoetisproved by thedifficulty
which the expositor hasin detecting that which isfalsein the speech of
Eliphaz.”

Though that all sounds like good theology, it does not take in al the
facts. [TheLord Himself will singleElizphaz out for hiserror (42:7).]

Anyonewho haslived afew yearsat all know itispossibletofind godly
peoplewhoarenot protected, who still gothroughtimesof trial and peril
and suffering. Job hasno quarrel with statementshighlightingthepower
andjusticeof God. Thisissuedoesn’tfit Job’scase. Hehadlonglearnt
toview hisgood lifeasagift, not areward, so he hasno complaint when
itisremoved.

Job' shighest wisdomistoloveGodfor Himself alone. Eliphaz’ swords,
far frombeingacomfort, areatrap. Jobisbeingtested (asAbrahamwas
inGen22). Abraham'’s, like Job' s, wasneither punitive (for thesinner)
nor corrective (for the saint). Thisstory isgiven to us so that we might
learn to correct our theology and to understand that there are deeper
reasons for suffering than sin.

Job’ s speeches will face these realities more courageously than those
of hisfriends. Thevindication of goodness, God' sor man’s, liesbeyond
itsultimatetestingin death, when thevictory of resurrection provesthe
indestructibility of thegoodlife. Atthecrossthedarkest mystery of our
human agony will beembraced by God Himself, and betransformedfrom
moral outrageto glory. When the Victim isthewilling sinbearer, His
suffering becomes the conquest of evil and the display and proof that
Godislove...

Eliphaz’' s*comfort” raisesJob’ storment anevenhigher pitch. Job’ sloss
of certainty about God's goodness is a poverty and a pain more
desolating than all hisother troubles! Everything else may go without
lossif Godremains. Itisthethreat to hisfaith, not hisrunning sores, that
becomesthe upper hurt in hismind. The“friendship of God” (29:4) is
all that matters now!

Job’sreply comesto usin Chapters 6 and 7. In Chapter 6, Job rebukes

hisfriends—all three of them. In Chapter 7 Job addresseshiscomplaint
to God.
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* x %

Then, moreto come: More comments on the creation than any other
book of the Bible; at least 15 anticipations of scientific discoveries of
recent history... morethan any other book of the Bible. Nofallacies, or
errors...

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) What advantage to we have in analyzing Job's situation that Job
himself did not have?

2 What important restrictions did Satan have with respect to his
dealings with Job?

3 WhatdidJob'sthree” comforters’ haveincommon? How did they
eachdiffer?

4) What were Job's three questionsin his opening comments to his
counselors?

5 What was Eliphaz' s basic message to Job? In what ways was he
correct in hisview? Inwhat ways was he wrong?

6 Whatwasthelogical fallacy in5:7?

Discussion Questions:
“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”

1) Discuss the appropriateness, and the shortcomings, of Eliphaz’s
remarksto Job.

2 Howvalidwastheapparent messagethat Eliphaz received fromthe
“spirit being”? Wasthisjust arhetorical contrivance? Or a
messenger from Satan? Or what?

3 How were Job's comfortersinstruments of Satan’s agenda?

4) What isthe key lesson in the Book of Job (asit appearsthusfar)?
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5 What arethedangersof an“unbalanced” theology? Give present-
day examples.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Explorethe namesand other clues asto the likely geography and
time of the Book of Job.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read: Job’s reply, Chapters 6 & 7; and the rest of the counsel and
arguments of Job’ sthree friends Chapters 8 - 31.

Session 3: Job 6 - 14

Review:
Job’s Three Friends:

Eliphaz the Eloquent: Based on his own observation and experience.
“Job suffers because he has sinned.”

Bildad the Brutal: Rests on tradition. “Job is a hypocrite.”

Zophar the Zealous: Restson assumptionsof orthodox dogma. “ Jobis
awicked man.”

[ A fourth: Elihu, later...] Anintercessor morethan ajudge?

Session 3:
6,7 Job’s reply
8 Bildad's 1st discourse
9,10 Job’s reply
1u Zophar's 1st Discourse
12-13 Job’s sarcastic defense
14 Job’s Prayer
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Job 6

Job’s Reply to Eliphaz

1]
2]

3]
4

5]

6]

8]
9
10]
11]

12]
13]

14]

15]

In Chapter 6, Job rebukes histhreefriends. In Chapter 7, he addresses
hiscomplaint to God.

But Job answered and said,

Ohthat my grief werethoroughly weighed, and my calamity laidinthebal ances
together!

For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are
swallowed up.

For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up
my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselvesin array against me.

Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over hisfodder?

Y ou never hear an animal complain when heiswell fed and taken care
of. That'swhy I’'m complaining

Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or isthere any tastein the
whiteof anegg?

The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat.

Oh that | might have my request; and that God would grant me the thing that
I long for!

Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand,
and cut me off!

Then should | yet have comfort; yea, | would harden myself in sorrow: let him
not spare; for | have not concealed the words of the Holy One.

What is my strength, that | should hope? and what is mine end, that | should
prolong my life?

Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass?

Isnot my help in me? and is wisdom driven quite from me?

“l have no strength to handle all this.” [Have you ever been this
desperate?] But God knows us better than we know ourselves. So Job's
cry goes unanswered so far.

He then rebukes hisfriends, irritated at their lack of understanding:

Tohimthat isafflicted pity should be shewed from hisfriend; but heforsaketh
the fear of the Almighty.

My brethren have dealt deceitfully asabrook, and asthe stream of brooksthey
pass away;
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16]
17]
18]
19]
20]

21]

22]
23]

24]

25]
26]

27]
28]

29]

1
2]
3
4

9]

Which are blackish by reason of theice, and wherein the snow is hid:

What time they wax warm, they vanish: when it is hot, they are consumed out
of their place.

The paths of their way are turned aside; they go to nothing, and perish.

The troops of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them.

They were confounded because they had hoped; they came thither, and were
ashamed.

For now ye are nothing; ye see my casting down, and are afraid.

Wellswithout water; asrefreshingasadry river bed. Job' sirritatedwith
them.

Did | say, Bring unto me? or, Give areward for me of your substance?

Or, Deliver me from the enemy’ s hand? or, Redeem me from the hand of the
mighty?

Teachme, and | will hold my tongue: and causemeto understandwherein| have
erred.

How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove?
Doyeimaginetoreprovewords, and the speechesof onethat isdesperate, which
areaswind?

Y ea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend.

Now therefore be content, look upon me; for it is evident unto you if | lie.

Tell mewhat’ swrong; | don’tknow what itis. Heknowsthat thereisn’t
anything he has not already confessed.

Return, | pray you, let it not be iniquity; yea, return again, my righteousness
isinit. 30 Isthereiniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern perverse
things?

Job now turnsto God, and complains about the hardness of his present
experience.

Job 7

Isthere not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not hisdaysalso likethe
daysof an hireling?

Asaservant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the
reward of hiswork:

So am | madeto possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed
tome.

When| liedown, | say, When shall | arise, and the night be gone?and | amfull
of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day.

My fleshisclothed withwormsand clodsof dust; my skinisbroken, and become
loathsome.
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12]
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18]
19]

20]

21]

My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and are spent without hope.

We get concerned with apimpleon our face; Job iscovered with boils!

O remember that my lifeiswind: mine eye shall no more see good.
Theeyeof himthat hath seen me shall seemeno more: thineeyesare upon me,
and | am not.

Asthecloudisconsumed and vanisheth away: so hethat goethdowntothegrave
shall come up no more.

Heshall returnno moreto hishouse, neither shall hisplaceknow himany more.

Hehasgiven up. Hethinkshewill never seeany relief; hecriesoutin
honest despair:

Therefore| will not refrain my mouth; | will speak inthe anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

Am | asea, or awhale, that thou settest a watch over me?

When | say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint;
Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions:

So that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than my life.

| loatheit; | would not live alway: let me alone; for my days are vanity.
What isman, that thou shoul dest magnify him?and that thou shoul dest set thine
heart upon him?

And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and try him every moment?
How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alonetill | swallow down
my spittle?

| havesinned; what shall | do untothee, O thou preserver of men?why hast thou
set me as amark against thee, so that | am a burden to myself?

Andwhy dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away mineiniquity?
for now shall | sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but |
shall not be.

Aswereview these discussions, remember that in every trial thereare
two purposesin view:

1) Satan’s: tousethe pain of Job’'sillnessto afflict hisbody; to use
the “comfort” of hisfriendstoirritatehissoul; andtousethesilence
of God to assault his spirit and break hisfaith.

2) God’s: to teach Job some truths he never knew before; to deepen
histheology and hel phim understand God and himself much better.
God' s purpose was to answer Satan before the principalities and
powers of the whole universe and to prove him wrong in his
philosophy of life. God’ spurposewasalsoto provideademonstra-
tionfor all sufferersinthe agesto follow that God knowswhat He
is doing!
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The comforters proveto be the hardest trial of all.

Job 8

Bildad's 1st Discourse

1
2]

3
4

9]

6]

8]
9

10]

11]
12]

13]
14]
15]
16]

18]

Bildad the Brutal takes up the attack.

Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,

How long wilt thou speak these things? and how long shall the words of thy
mouth be like a strong wind?

Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice?

If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away for their
transgression;

If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the
Almighty;

If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee, and make
the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous.

Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase.

God cannot do wrong, heargues. Gold will respond to repentance; the
experience of thefathersconfirmthis:

For enquire, | pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of
their fathers:

(For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth
areashadow:)

Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart?

He continues with various common sayings of the day:

Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without water?
Whilstitisyetinhisgreenness, and not cut down, it withereth before any other
herb.

So are the paths of al that forget God; and the hypocrite’ s hope shall perish:
Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider’s web.

He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it
shall not endure.

Heis green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in his garden.

His roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the place of stones.

If hedestroy him from hisplace, thenit shall deny him, saying, | have not seen
thee.
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Behold, thisis the joy of hisway, and out of the earth shall others grow.

Man, by nature, must have God's blessing in order to prosper. God
alwayscutsoff thosewho seemto prosper because of evil intheir midst.
He closeswith acall to repentance;

Behold, Godwill not cast away aperfect man, neither will hehelptheevil doers:
Till hefill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing.

They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the
wicked shall come to nought.

What Bildad saysistrue and logical, asfar asit goes. It is supported
by plausible arguments both from the experience of the past and the
testimony of Scripture. Sowhat’ swrong?Itiswhat isleft out that makes
itwrong:

1) Theyanswer Job’ swordswithout tryingtofindour what liesbehind
them. They zero in on what he says without understanding his
agony.

2) Theirtheology isincomplete: thereisno understanding that there
were aspects of God and dimensionsto His Word which they had
not yet seen. We, too, are often guilty of judging only onthebasis
of arigid theology that focuses on some aspects of truth while
ignoring others.

3) They never pray with Job. They never ask God to opentheir minds
andilluminatetheir understanding sothat they canhelptheir friend.
Thebook isfull of prayers: but only Job’s!

Y ou cannot find much wrong with their arguments. What alesson for

each of us: we need to speak cautiously when we deal with deep hurts
and problemsof life.

Job 9

Job’s Reply

1]
2]
3]

In Chapters 9 and 10 Job repliesto Bildad.

Then Job answered and said,
I know it is so of atruth: but how should man be just with God?
If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand.
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Job also has an inadequate theology; he accepts the principle that
trouble comes only from sin. He would have analyzed another’s
problemsal ongthesamelinebeforehisowntrial shad begun. Inthelong
dark hours of searching his own heart he has not been able to identify
any sin with which he has not aready dealt.

Sohisdilemmais, “I' mnotawareof sininmyself, yet thetroubl eisthere;
therefore, theproblemmust liewithGod.” But Job hasnoway toexamine
God, which he statesin very eloquent terms. First he saysthat God's
wisdom is beyond man:

Heiswisein heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against
him, and hath prospered?

Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them
inhisanger.

Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.
Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.
Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon thewavesof thesea.
Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.

[We will discover some astonishing things about these particular
constellations when we get to Job 38:31!]

Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number.
Herecognizes God' sinvisibility in the next two verses...

Lo, he goeth by me, and | see him not: he passeth on also, but | perceive him
not.

Behold, hetaketh away, who can hinder him?whowill say unto him, What doest
thou?

...and God's sovereignty:
If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him.
[Rahab = Egypt?]

How much less shall | answer him, and choose out my words to reason with
him?

Whom, though | were righteous, yet would | not answer, but | would make
supplication to my judge.

If | had called, and he had answered me; yet would | not believe that he had
hearkened unto my voice.

For he breaketh me with atempest, and multiplieth my woundswithout cause.
He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness.
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If | speak of strength, o, heisstrong: andif of judgment, who shall set meatime
to plead?

If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if | say, | am perfect,
it shall also prove me perverse.

Though | were perfect, yet would | not know my soul: | would despisemy life.

Firstray of lightiscoming (vv.32-35): lifebecomesincomprehensible
wherethereisnounderstanding God. Weneed aframeof reference, and
Heisthe only relevant one!

Thisisonething, therefore| said it, He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked.
If the scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent.
Theearthisgivenintothehand of thewicked: hecovereththefacesof thejudges
thereof; if not, where, and who is he?

Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good.
They are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey.
If I say, | will forget my complaint, | will |eave off my heaviness, and comfort
myself:

| am afraid of all my sorrows, | know that thou wilt not hold me innocent.
If | be wicked, why then labour | in vain?

If | wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean;

Y et shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me.

Thefirst ray of light in Job’s deep gloom:

For heisnot aman, as| am, that | should answer him, and we should come
together injudgment.

Neither isthereany daysman [umpire] betwixt us, that might lay hishand upon
us both.

Let him take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me:

Then would | speak, and not fear him; but it is not so with me.

What is needed is amediator: one who understands us both, and who
canbring ustogether! Forthefirsttimeinthisbook webeginto seewhy
Godisputting Jobthroughthisprotractedtrial. Now Job beginstorealize
theterrible gulf between man and God that must be bridged by another.
(IntheNT God becomesaman: Hetakesour place, livesaswelive, feels
and we feel, and solves our problem!)

Itisgood for methat | have been afflicted; that | might learn thy statutes.
Psalm 119:71

Page 36

1
2]
3
4

9]
6]

8]
9

10]
11]

12]
13]
14]
15]
16]

17]

Job 10

Darknessagain closesinaround him, and driveshimto prayer, searching
for answers. (Answersthat every sufferer faces when going through a
particularly difficulttime!)

My soul isweary of my life; | will leavemy complaint uponmyself; | will speak
in the bitterness of my soul.

| will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou contendest
with me.

Isit good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise
the work of thine hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked?

Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth?

Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as man’s days,

That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin?

Thou knowest that | am not wicked; and there is none that can deliver out of
thine hand.

Heisaskingif God somehow limitsHimself toman’ scircumstancesand
capabilities. (Theintimations of the Incarnation, the great underlying
truth of the NT!)

Thinehandshavemademeand fashioned metogether round about; yet thou dost
destroy me.

Remember, | beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou
bring meinto dust again?

Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese?

Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and
sinews.

Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my
spirit.

And these things hast thou hid in thine heart: | know that thisis with thee.
If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit mefrom mineiniquity.
If I bewicked, woeuntome; andif | berighteous, yet will | not lift up my head.
| am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine affliction;

Foritincreaseth. Thou huntest measafiercelion: and againthou shewest thysel f
marvellous upon me.

Thou renewest thy withessesagai nst me, and increasest thineindignation upon
me; changesand war are against me.

What can| do? Wherecan| turn?Every argument that hasever occurred
to asuffering saint isbrought out in the Book of Job. All the haunting
dilemmasarefaced. Thequestionsarenot answered at thispoint. They
will be answered before we are through, but is away we could never
anticipate!
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He concludes by crying out, “Leave me aone.”

Whereforethen hast thou brought meforth out of thewomb?Ohthat | had given
up the ghost, and no eye had seen me!

| should have been asthough | had not been; | should havebeen carried fromthe
womb to the grave.

Are not my days few? cease then, and |et me alone, that | may take comfort a
little,

Beforel gowhencel shall not return, eventotheland of darknessand the shadow
of death;

A land of darkness, asdarknessitself; and of the shadow of death, without any
order, and where the light is as darkness.

Next, ascorching rebuke by Zophar.

Job 11

Zophar’s 1st Discourse

1]
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4
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Zophar’ s scorching rebuke to what he sees as Job' s sinful folly:

Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,

Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should aman full of talk
bejustified?

Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou mockest, shall no
man makethee ashamed?

For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and | am clean in thine eyes.

But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee;

Andthat hewould shew theethe secrets of wisdom, that they are doubleto that
which is! Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity
deserveth.

Y ou almost see him shaking hisfistin Job’ sface. Heisgetting lessthan
he deserves!

Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection?

It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou
know?

The measure thereof islonger than the earth, and broader than the sea.

If he cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him?

For he knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider
it?
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For vain man would be wise, though man be born like awild ass's colt.

Any manasstupidasyou, Job, will never get any help. Quiteacomforter,
this one!

If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him;

If iniquity beinthine hand, put it far away, and let not wickednessdwell in thy
tabernacles.

For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast,
and shalt not fear:

Becausethou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it aswatersthat passaway:
Andthineageshall beclearer thanthenoonday; thou shalt shineforth, thou shalt
be as the morning.

And thou shalt be secure, becausethereishope; yea, thou shalt dig about thee,
and thou shalt take thy rest in safety.

Alsothoushaltliedown, and noneshall maketheeafraid; yea, many shall make
suit unto thee.

But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope
shall be asthe giving up of the ghost.

Noidentificationwith Job. Just cold, analyticlogic. Andnointimation
of an offer to help.

Job’s Defense

1
2]

3]

4

Thefirst round of dialog endswith Job' s sarcastic defensein chapters
12& 14.

Job 12

And Job answered and said,
No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you.

They knowitall.[ They haveagreat career ahead asaradio answer man!]

But | have understanding as well as you; | am not inferior to you: yea, who
knoweth not such things as these?

Y ou haven't added anything to my knowledge!

| am asonemocked of hisneighbour, who calleth upon God, and he answereth
him: the just upright man is laughed to scorn.
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Hethat isready to slip with hisfeet isasalamp despised in the thought of him
that is at ease.

Y ou don't understand because you haven't “been there.”

Thetabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into
whose hand God bringeth abundantly.

Look around you. Idolatersprosper. Lifetestifiesthat you arewrong.
Nature also confirms that God deals as He pleases:

But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of theair, and
they shall tell thee:

Or speak totheearth, andit shall teach thee: and thefishesof theseashall declare
unto thee.

Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought this?
In whose hand isthe soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.
Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his meat?

With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding.

Job demonstrates that he understands God fully as well as they do:

With him iswisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding.
Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up aman,
and there can be no opening.

Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out,
and they overturn the earth.

With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his.

He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools.

He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loinswith agirdle.

He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty.
Heremoveth away the speech of thetrusty, and taketh away the understanding
of the aged.

He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty.
Hediscovereth deep thingsout of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow
of death.

Heincreaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and
straiteneth them again.

Hetaketh away theheart of the chief of thepeopleof theearth, and causeththem
to wander in a wilderness where there is no way.

They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a
drunken man.
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Job 13

Job continues:

Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, mine ear hath heard and understood it.
What ye know, the same do | know also: | am not inferior unto you.

Surely | would speak to the Almighty, and | desire to reason with God.
But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value.

O that ye would altogether hold your peace! and it should be your wisdom.

Their silence would have helped more than they have:

Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the pleadings of my lips.

Will ye speak wickedly for God? and talk deceitfully for him?

Will ye accept his person? will ye contend for God?

Isit good that he should search you out? or as one man mocketh another, doye
so mock him?

He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons.

Shall not his excellency make you afraid? and his dread fall upon you?

Y our remembrances are like unto ashes, your bodies to bodies of clay.

If Godjudgeshim, Hewill alsojudgethem! L eavemealonethat | might
comebeforeGod Himself!

Hold your peace, et me alone, that | may speak, and let come on mewhat will.
Wherefore do | take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand?
Though he slay me, yet will | trust in him: but | will maintain mine own ways
beforehim.

[Thisfamouspassage may not really bewhat Job said: “Behold, hewill
slay me; | have no hope; yet | will defend my waysto hisface.” rsv]

He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.
Hear diligently my speech, and my declaration with your ears.

Behold now, | have ordered my cause; | know that | shall be justified.
Whoishethat will plead with me?for now, if | hold my tongue, | shall give up
the ghost.

These “comforters’ should stop arguing and help him more by their
silencel They are sorigid in their theology, and so blind to the dimen-
sionsof God, that they are only increasing the torment of the poor man.
Weneedtolearnfromtheir exampleand beextremely careful inour own
approach to the suffering of others! We need to “weep with those who
weep, and rejoicewith thosewho rejoice (Romans12:15).”
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[Cf. 10 reasons Christianshavetrials, Hal Lindsey.]

From here on through Chapter 14 Job presents his case that he has
prepared before God:

C.S. Lewishaswell said that to arguewith God isto arguewith thevery
power that makesit possibleto argue at all. Job knowsthisand that he
must have mercy from God before he can even stand before Him.

He has two requests:

1) That God will stop the pain and anguish so that he does not have
to speak out of constant torment.

2 That Godwouldveil hispresencesothat Jobwill not beterrified by
the awesomeness of a mighty God.

Onething Job never losesis his consciousness of the character of God.
He always retains his vivid sense of the magjesty of God.

Only do not two things unto me: then will | not hide myself from thee.
Withdraw thine hand far from me: and let not thy dread make me afraid.
Then call thou, and | will answer: or let me speak, and answer thou me.

Job’ scry for knowledge: heneedsmoreinformation beforehecangoon.

How many aremineiniquitiesand sins?makemeto know my transgressionand
my sin.

In any court of law, every prisoner has the right to know the charges
placed against him.

Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and holdest me for thine enemy?

Wilt thou break aleaf driven to and fro? and wilt thou pursue the dry stubble?
For thouwritest bitter thingsagai nst me, and makest meto possesstheiniquities
of my youth.

Thou puttest my feet alsointhestocks, and lookest narrowly unto all my paths;
thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet.

And he, as arotten thing, consumeth, as a garment that is moth eaten.

Theonly thing that occursto Job arethe sins of the past, despitethefact
that he had offered sacrifices for them according to God' s program.
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Job 14

Next, Job brings out the helplessness and the hopelessness of man
before God.

Man that is born of awoman is of few days, and full of trouble.

He cometh forth like aflower, and is cut down: he fleeth al so as ashadow, and
continueth not.

And dost thou open thineeyesupon such an one, and bringest meinto judgment
with thee?

Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.

Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou
hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass;

Turnfrom him, that hemay rest, till heshall accomplish, asanhireling, hisday.
For thereis hope of atree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that
the tender branch thereof will not cease.

Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the
ground;

Y et through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant.
But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and whereis
he?

Asthe waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up:

So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not
awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.

Job’spessimistic view of life

O that thou wouldest hide mein the grave, that thou woul dest keep me secret,
until thy wrath be past, that thou woul dest appoint measet time, and remember
me!

Thelongingsof hisheart: tobefreedfromguilt, etc. Cf. Isaiah 26:20, 21!

If aman die, shall helive again? all the days of my appointed timewill | wait,
till my change come.

[Job’s astonishing insight for his resurrection will be declared in Job
19:25-27"]

Thou shalt call, and | will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of
thine hands.

For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not watch over my sin?

My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity.
And surely themountain falling cometh to nought, and therock isremoved out
of hisplace.
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19] Thewaters wear the stones: thou washest away the things which grow out of
the dust of the earth; and thou destroyest the hope of man.

20] Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth: thou changest his
countenance, and sendest him away.

21] Hissonscometo honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but
he perceiveth it not of them.

22] But hisflesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn.

Round Oneiscomplete. All threewill have at him again; but then God
Himsafwill jumpin!

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) What the response of Job to Eliphaz? Why is heirritated?
2 Whatwasthemainthrust of Bildad’ sargument? And Job’sreply?

3 What was the main thrust of Zophar’'s argument? And Job’'s
sarcastic reply?

Discussion Questions:
“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”

1) Discussthevarious purposesinview: from Satan’ s point of view;
and from God' spoint of view.

2 Discussthe changesin Job’ sevolving perspective. What specific
insights are beginning to emerge that were not evident at the very
beginning?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Analyzethe specific deficiencies and myopia of the comforter’s
theological positions.

2 List the various reasons Christians have trials.
Preparation for Next Session:
Read Chapters 15-31, finishing the three rounds of discourses.
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Session 4
Job 15 - 31 (Rounds 2 & 3)

In the previous session, we completed Round #1 of the three rounds of
discourses. All three “friends’ had a chance at Job.

Wewill survey thenext 16 chaptersto garner theflavor of theel oquence
and the continuing “logic” of their attacks.

2" Round
15 Eliphaz’ s2™ Discourse
16,17 Job’s reply
18 Bildad's 2™ Discourse
19 Job’s reply
20 Zophar's 2™ Discourse
21 Job’s reply

3 Round
2 Eliphaz’' s 3 Discourse
23,24 Job’s reply
5 Bildad's 3 Discourse

26:1-27:10  Job'sreply
[27:11-28:28 Zophar's 397
29-31 Job’sreply.

2" Round: Eliphaz's 2" Discourse

Job 15

In the first six verses of verses of this chapter, Eliphaz the Temanite
charges Job with presumptuous words:

1] Then answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said,

2]  Should awise man utter vain knowledge, and fill hisbelly with the east wind?

3] Shouldhereasonwith unprofitabletalk?or with speecheswherewith hecando
no good?

4] Yea, thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.

5]  For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the
crafty.

Page 45



6]

8]

10]
11]
12]
13]

14]
15]

16]

17]
18]
19]

Thineown mouth condemneththee, and not | : yea, thineown lipstestify against
thee.

Eliphaz started out very courteously, but now heisthrusting deeply. He
now accuses Job of pretentious claims:

Art thou the first man that was born? or wast thou made before the hills?
Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself?
What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest thou, which is not
inus?

Withusareboth thegrayheaded and very aged men, much elder thanthy father.
Aretheconsol ationsof God small withthee?isthereany secret thingwiththee?
Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at,

That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy
mouth?

“We have the same sources of knowledge asyou. Why do you put us
down and think yourself so smart?” Then hereturns, asall thefriends
do, to their narrow and worn-out theology:

What isman, that he should be clean? and he which isborn of awoman, that he
should be righteous?

Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his
sight.

How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like
water?

Who doyouthink Eliphaz hasinmind? Again, itisnot histheol ogy that
iswrong; heis pointing out the general nature of the depravity of man,
thefall, anditseffectsuponhumanlife. Nooneisrighteousbefore God.
But he failsto point out to Job, specifically, what he has done.

God never chargeshimwith fault until Job beginsto seewhat iswrong.

These men come charging Job, whoselifegivesthelietotheir charges.
Y et they, too, are guilty of these very things becausethey, too, are part
of the human race.

Eliphaz goes on—in along passage—to argue as he did before: “The
wicked are going to be punished; therefore, if you are being punished,
youmust bewicked.” Cf.Vv.34, 35.

| will shew thee, hear me; and that which | have seen | will declare;
Which wise men have told from their fathers, and have not hid it:
Unto whom alone the earth was given, and no stranger passed among them.
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The wicked man travaileth with pain all his days, and the number of yearsis
hidden to the oppressor.

A dreadful soundisinhisears: inprosperity thedestroyer shall comeuponhim.
He believeth not that he shall return out of darkness, and heiswaited for of the
sword.

He wandereth abroad for bread, saying, Where isit? he knoweth that the day
of darknessisready at his hand.

Troubleand anguish shall makehim afraid; they shall prevail against him, asa
king ready to the battle.

For he stretcheth out his hand against God, and strengtheneth himself against
the Almighty.

He runneth upon him, even on his neck, upon the thick bosses of his bucklers:
Because he covereth hisface with hisfatness, and maketh collops of fat on his
flanks.

Andhedwellethindesol atecities, andinhouseswhichno maninhabiteth, which
are ready to become heaps.

Heshall not berich, neither shall hissubstancecontinue, neither shall heprolong
the perfection thereof upon the earth.

Heshall not depart out of darkness; theflame shall dry up hisbranches, and by
the breath of his mouth shall he go away.

Let not him that isdeceived trust in vanity: for vanity shall be hisrecompence.
It shall be accomplished before histime, and his branch shall not be green.
He shall shake off hisunripe grape asthe vine, and shall cast off hisflower as
theolive.

For the congregation of hypocritesshall bedesol ate, and fireshall consumethe
tabernacles of bribery.

They conceivemischief, andbringforthvanity, andtheir belly prepareth deceit.

Job 16

Job’s Reply

1
2]

3

In Chapters 16 & 17, Job does not know how to answer, but heistrying
tobehonest: thegreat thing about Jobisthat heisno hypocrite. Henever
tries to cover over or embroider his case.

Then Job answered and said,
| have heard many such things: miserable comfortersareyeall.

Indeed, they are!
Shall vain words have an end? or what embol deneth thee that thou answerest?

| also could speak asye do: if your soul werein my soul’ s stead, | could heap
up words against you, and shake mine head at you.
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But | would strengthen you with my mouth, and the moving of my lips should
assuageyour grief.

Sarcasticwords, coming fromatortured man. Satanisusing thesefriends
for what Paul calls“fiery darts of the evil one.” We, too, need to be on
our guard lest we become a channel for Satan’s accusations against
someone who is suffering as Job is suffering here.

Job goes on to state the facts as he understands them: “All | can
concludeisthat God must hate me.”

Though | speak, my grief isnot assuaged: andthough| forbear, what am | eased?
But now he hath made me weary: thou hast made desolate all my company.
And thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is awitness against me: and my
leanness rising up in me beareth witness to my face.

Heteareth mein hiswrath, who hateth me: he gnasheth upon mewith histeeth;
mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me.

God must also be behind the widespread rejection of Job:

They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the
cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me.
God hath delivered meto theungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the
wicked.

| wasat ease, but he hath broken measunder: he hath al so taken meby my neck,
and shaken me to pieces, and set me up for his mark.

His archers compass me round about, he cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth
not spare; he poureth out my gall upon the ground.

He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he runneth upon me like a giant.

| have sewed sackcloth upon my skin, and defiled my horn in the dust.

My faceis foul with weeping, and on my eyelids is the shadow of death;
Not for any injustice in mine hands: also my prayer is pure.

Job chargesGodwithall thatiswrongin hislife; but Godiswonderfully
patient. Jobisnot the highest exampleof faithinthe Scriptures. But he
is an example of how difficult it is for our natural view of life to be
shattered. God sometimes has to translate theol ogy into painful expe-
riencebeforewereally beginto grasp what Heistrying to say (Job 16).

O earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my cry have no place.

Also now, behold, my witnessisin heaven, and my record is on high.

My friends scorn me: but mine eye poureth out tears unto God.

Othat onemight plead for amanwith God, asaman pleadeth for hisneighbour!
When afew years are come, then | shall go the way whence | shall not return.
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Job 17

Job’s Reply (Continued)
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Despite the charges Job makes against God, at this point he recognizes
that God must al so supply theanswer. God often sendstrial to wean us
from dependence on people and to find our resourcein God Himself.

Job now praysthat God will set him free; but largely from hisfriends!

My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me.

Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye continue in their
provocation?

Lay down now, put mein a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands
with me?

For thou hast hid their heart from understanding: therefore shalt thou not exalt
them.

Hethat speaketh flattery to hisfriends, even the eyesof hischildren shall fail.
He hath made me also abyword of the people; and aforetime | was asatabret.
Mineeyealsoisdim by reason of sorrow, and all my membersareasashadow.
Upright men shall be astonied at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself
against the hypocrite.

Therighteous also shall hold on hisway, and he that hath clean hands shall be
stronger and stronger.

But asfor you al, do yereturn, and come now: for | cannot find onewise man
among you.

My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart.
They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness.

If | wait, the grave ismine house: | have made my bed in the darkness.

| havesaidto corruption, Thouart my father: totheworm, Thou art my mother,
and my sister.

And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall seeit?

They shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together isin the dust.

Job 18

Bildad’s 2" Discourse

Inthischapter, Bildad goesonthedefensive, againwith hisnarrow, rigid
dogma.
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Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,

2] Howlongwill it beereyemakean end of words? mark, and afterwardswewill
speak.

3] Wherefore are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in your sight?

4] Heteareth himself in hisanger: shall the earth be forsaken for thee? and shall
the rock be removed out of his place?

5] Yea, thelight of thewicked shall be put out, and the spark of hisfire shall not
shine.

6] Thelightshall bedark inhistabernacle, and hiscandleshall be put out withhim.

7] Thestepsof hisstrength shall be straitened, and hisown counsel shall cast him
down.

8] For heiscast into anet by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare.

9] Thegin shall take himby the heel, and the robber shall prevail against him.

10] Thesnareislaid for himinthe ground, and atrap for him in the way.

11] Terrorsshall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to hisfeet.

12] Hisstrength shall be hungerbitten, and destruction shall be ready at his side.

13] It shall devour the strength of hisskin: even thefirstborn of death shall devour
his strength.

14] Hisconfidenceshall berooted out of histabernacle, andit shall bringhimtothe
king of terrors.

15] It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it is none of his: brimstone shall be
scattered upon his habitation.

16] Hisroots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off.

17] Hisremembrance shall perish fromthe earth, and he shall have no nameinthe
street.

18] Heshall be driven from light into darkness, and chased out of the world.

19] Heshall neither have son nor nephew among his people, nor any remainingin
hisdwellings.

20] They that come after himshall be astonied at his day, asthey that went before
wereaffrighted.

21] Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, and thisis the place of him that
knoweth not God.

Job 19

Job’s Reply
This chapter gives a piteous plea of Job, regarding his friends and the
mystery of what is happening to him.

1] Then Job answered and said,

2] How long will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces with words?

3] These ten times have ye reproached me: ye are not ashamed that ye make

yourselves strange to me.
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And beit indeed that | have erred, mine error remaineth with myself.

If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against me, and plead against me my
reproach:

Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath compassed mewith hisnet.
Behold, | cry out of wrong, but | am not heard: | cry aloud, but there is no
judgment.

He hath fenced up my way that | cannot pass, and he hath set darknessin my
paths.

He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head.

He hath destroyed me on every side, and | am gone: and mine hope hath he
removed like atree.

Hehath al so kindled hiswrath against me, and he counteth me unto him asone
of hisenemies.

Histroopscometogether, and rai seup their way against me, and encamp round
about my tabernacle.

Invv.13 - 19 we have avivid description of theisolation hefeels:

Hehath put my brethrenfar from me, and mineacquaintanceareverily estranged
fromme.

My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me.

They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count mefor astranger: | aman
aienintheir sight.

| called my servant, and he gaveme no answer; | intreated him with my mouth.
My breath is strange to my wife, though | intreated for the children’ s sake of
mine own body.

Y ea, young children despised me; | arose, and they spake against me.

All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom | loved are turned against
me.

My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and | am escaped with the skin
of my teeth.

Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God
hath touched me.

Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh?

Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book!
That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!

Little did he realize that these words would be literally fulfilled!

Then we encounter one of the most famous declarations in the Old
Testament:

For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth:

And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall
| see God:
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Whom | shall seefor myself, and mineeyesshall behold, and not another;
though my reins be consumed within me.

He concludes, “My heart faints within me!”

Oneof the earliest declarations of the resurrection of the body foundin
the Word of God.

Job never fail sto seethe majesty and power of God, and now comesthe
dawningrealizationthat Godisworking out agreat and mighty purpose,
andthat God Himself will bevisibly present beforemen. Andall that He
has done will be vindicated.

Lifeisamystery. Wecannot comprehenditall:itispaintedontoolarge
acanvasfor usto grasp thetotal design. But Jobislearning to trust the
God who isthere; to believe that He will supply the answers he seeks.

But ye should say, Why persecutewehim, seeing theroot of the matter isfound
inme?

Be ye afraid of the sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments of the sword,
that ye may know there is ajudgment.

Ray Stedman addsthis poem asasummary of thelesson of the Book of
Job to this point:

When God wants to drill a man,

And thrill a man,

And skill a man;

When God wants to mold a man

To play the noblest part,

When He yearnswith all His heart
To create so great and bold a man
That all the world shall be amazed,
Watch His methods, watch His ways—

How Heruthlessly perfects

Who Heroyally elects.

How He hammers him and hurts him,
And with mighty blows, converts him
Intotrial shapesof clay

Which only God under stands,

While histortured heart iscrying,

And helifts beseeching hands.
How he bends but never breaks
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When His good He undertakes.
How He uses

Whom He chooses,

And with every purpose, fuses him,
By every act, induces him

To try His splendor out.

God knows what he's about!
— Unknownt

Thisis the message of Job to us.

Job 20

Zophar’'s 2" Discourse

Asweread thediscoursesof Job' scomforters, wemay recogni ze many

of our own attitudes: Pharisaism is orthodoxy without godliness;
outward rightness with inward wrongness.

1] Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said,
2] Therefore do my thoughts cause me to answer, and for this | make haste.

3] | have heard the check of my reproach, and the spirit of my understanding

causeth me to answer.
4] Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon earth,

5] That thetriumphing of the wicked isshort, and thejoy of the hypocrite but for

amoment?

6] Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the

clouds;

7] Yetheshall perishfor ever like hisown dung: they which have seen him shall

say, Whereishe?

8] Heshall fly away asadream, and shall not befound: yea, heshall bechased away

asavision of the night.

9] Theeyealsowhich saw him shall see himno more; neither shall his place any

more behold him.

10] Hischildrenshall seek to pleasethepoor, and hishandsshall restoretheir goods.
11] Hisbonesarefull of the sin of hisyouth, which shall lie down with himin the

dust.

12] Though wickedness be sweet in hismouth, though he hideit under histongue;

13] Though he spare it, and forsake it not; but keep it still within his mouth:
14] Yet hismeat in his bowelsisturned, it isthe gall of aspswithin him.

15] Hehath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again: God shall

cast them out of his belly.
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He shall suck the poison of asps: the viper’s tongue shall slay him.

He shall not see the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter.

That which he laboured for shall he restore, and shall not swallow it down:
according to his substance shall the restitution be, and he shall not rejoice
therein.

Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken the poor; because he hath
violently taken away an house which he builded not;

Surely he shall not feel quietnessin hisbelly, he shall not save of that which
he desired.

There shall none of hismeat beleft; therefore shall no man ook for hisgoods.
Inthefulnessof hissufficiency he shall bein straits: every hand of thewicked
shall come upon him.

When heisabout tofill hisbelly, God shall cast thefury of hiswrath upon him,
and shall rain it upon him while heis eating.

Heshall fleefromtheironweapon, and thebow of steel shall strikehimthrough.
It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; yea, the glittering sword cometh out
of hisgall: terrors are upon him.

All darknessshall behidinhissecret places: afirenot blown shall consumehim;
it shall goill with him that isleft in histabernacle.

The heaven shall reveal hisiniquity; and the earth shall rise up against him.
Theincrease of hishouse shall depart, and hisgoods shall flow away intheday
of his wrath.

Thisisthe portion of awicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto
him by God.

Job 21

Job’s Reasoned Reply

1]
2]
3]
4

5]
6]

Job seems calm and dispassionate, and begins with an appeal for a
hearing.

But Job answered and said,

Hear diligently my speech, and let this be your consolations.

Suffer me that | may speak; and after that | have spoken, mock on.

Asfor me, ismy complaint to man?and if it were so, why should not my spirit
betroubled?

Mark me, and be astonished, and lay your hand upon your mouth.

Even when | remember | am afraid, and trembling taketh hold on my flesh.

Invv.7-13, heclaimsthefactscontradict what thesefriendssay. Infact,
the entire life of the wicked is often an untroubled one.

Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?
Their seedisestablishedintheir sight withthem, and their offspring beforetheir

eyes.
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Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them.

Their bull gendereth, andfaileth not; their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf.
They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their children dance.

They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ.

They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave.

They often defy God and still they prosper.

Thereforethey say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge
of thy ways.

Whatisthe Almighty, that we shoul d servehim?andwhat profit shouldwehave,
if we pray unto him?

Lo, their good is not in their hand: the counsel of the wicked isfar from me.
How oftisthecandleof thewicked put out! and how oft comeththeir destruction
upon them! God distributeth sorrows in his anger.

They are as stubble before thewind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away.

How seldomtothey get their comeuppanceinthislife? God' sjudgment
isvery infrequent:

Godlayethup hisiniquity for hischildren: herewardeth him, and heshall know
it.

Hiseyesshall seehisdestruction, and heshall drink of thewrath of the Almighty.
For what pleasurehath hein hishouseafter him, when thenumber of hismonths
is cut off in the midst?

Shall any teach God knowledge? seeing he judgeth those that are high.
Onedieth in hisfull strength, being wholly at ease and quiet.

His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened with marrow.

And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure.
They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them.

Lifeseemstobeunfair. “If thereisagood Godwhy doesHel et thiskind
of thing happen?’

He now turns on his comforters:

Behold, | know your thoughts, and the devices which ye wrongfully imagine
againstme.

Foryesay, Whereisthehouse of the prince?and where arethedwelling places
of the wicked?

Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do ye not know their tokens,
That thewickedisreservedtotheday of destruction?they shall bebrought forth
to the day of wrath.

Who shall declare hisway to hisface? and who shall repay him what he hath
done?

Y et shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb.
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Theclodsof thevalley shall be sweet unto him, and every man shall draw after
him, asthere are innumerable before him.

How then comfort ye me in vain, seeing in your answers there remaineth
falsehood?

Thewicked live abovethelaw; the system isprostituted to the favor of
thedlite...

39 Round: Job 22

Eliphaz's 3 Discourse
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Here hefinally loses hiscool entirely...

Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said,

Can aman be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto
himself?

Isit any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or isit gain to him,
that thou makest thy ways perfect?

Job never thought that at al. Although he does not understand what
God isdoing, he still sees Him as a God of justice and righteousness.

Will hereprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment?

Satan isalwaystrying to get usto blame God and accuse Him of being
unfair and unjust.

Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquitiesinfinite?

For thou hast taken apledgefromthy brother for nought, and stripped thenaked
of their clothing.

Thou hast not givenwater totheweary to drink, and thou hast withhol den bread
from the hungry.

But asfor the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in
it.

Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been
broken.

Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee;

Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee.
Isnot Godintheheight of heaven?and behold the height of the stars, how high
they are!

And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud?
Thick cloudsareacoveringtohim, that heseeth not; and hewalkethinthecircuit
of heaven.
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Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden?
Whichwerecut down out of time, whosefoundationwasoverflownwith aflood:
Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for them?
Y et hefilled their houseswith good things: but the counsel of thewickedisfar
fromme.

(HeismimickingJob, who sai d thesevery thingsinthepreviouschapter,
verse16.)

Therighteous seeit, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn.
Whereas our substance is not cut down, but the remnant of them the fire
consumeth.

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall comeunto
thee.

Receive, | pray thee, thelaw from hismouth, andlay up hiswordsinthineheart.
If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away
iniquity far from thy tabernacles.

Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir asthe stones of the
brooks.

Y ea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver.
For then shalt thou have thy delight in the AImighty, and shalt lift up thy face
unto God.

Thou shalt makethy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay
thy vows.

Thoushalt also decreeathing, andit shall beestablished untothee: andthelight
shall shine upon thy ways.

When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, Thereislifting up; and he shall
save the humble person.

He shall deliver theisland of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness
of thine hands.

Job 23

Job’s Reply

1
2]
3
4

In these next two chapters, Job doesn’t even attempt to answer argu-
mentsany more. Hesimply criesout of atroubleheart, el oquently telling
them, and God, how hefeels.

Then Job answered and said,

Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning.
Oh that | knew where | might find him! that | might come even to his seat!

I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.
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| would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he
would say unto me.

Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength
inme.

There the righteous might dispute with him; so should | be delivered for ever
from my judge.

Behold, | go forward, but heisnot there; and backward, but | cannot perceive
him:

Ontheleft hand, wherehedothwork, but | cannot behold him: hehideth himsel f
on the right hand, that | cannot see him:

But he knoweth the way that | take: when he hath tried me, | shall come forth
asgold.

Thisexpresses agreat deal of confidence that God isaGod of justice;
and he knowsthat God will explainit to him someday.

My foot hath held his steps, his way have | kept, and not declined.

Neither have | gone back from the commandment of hislips; | have esteemed
the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.

But heisin one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even
that he doeth.

For he performeth the thing that isappointed for me: and many such thingsare
with him.

Therefore am | troubled at his presence: when | consider, | am afraid of him.
For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me:

Because | was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered the
darkness from my face.

Job 24

Job’s Reply (Continued)
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Why is God silent? Why doesn’t He judge evil ?

Why, seeing times are not hidden from the Almighty, do they that know him
not see his days?

Someremovethelandmarks; they violently take away flocks, and feed ther eof.
They driveaway theassof thefatherless, they takethewidow’ sox for apledge.
They turn the needy out of the way: the poor of the earth hide themselves
together.

Behold, aswild assesin the desert, go they forth to their work; rising betimes
for aprey: the wilderness yieldeth food for them and for their children.

They reap every one his corn in the field: and they gather the vintage of the
wicked.
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They cause the naked to lodge without clothing, that they have no coveringin
the cold.

They arewet with the showersof the mountains, and embracetherock for want
of ashelter.

They pluck the fatherless from the breast, and take a pledge of the poor.
They cause himto go naked without clothing, and they takeaway the sheaf from
the hungry;

Whichmakeoil withintheir walls, andtread their winepresses, and suffer thirst.
Mengroan from out of thecity, and the soul of thewounded crieth out: yet God
layeth not folly to them.

They are of those that rebel against the light; they know not the ways thereof,
nor abide in the paths thereof.

The murderer rising with the light killeth the poor and needy, and in the night
isasathief.

The eye al so of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, saying, No eye shall see
me: and disguiseth hisface.

Inthe dark they dig through houses, which they had marked for themselvesin
the daytime: they know not the light.

For themorningisto them even asthe shadow of death: if oneknow them, they
arein the terrors of the shadow of death.

Heisswift asthe waters; their portion is cursed in the earth: he beholdeth not
the way of the vineyards.

Drought and heat consumethe snow waters: so doththegravethosewhich have
sinned.

Thewomb shall forget him; theworm shall feed sweetly on him; heshall beno
more remembered; and wickedness shall be broken asatree.

Heevil entreateth the barren that beareth not: and doeth not good to thewidow.
He draweth also the mighty with his power: he riseth up, and no man is sure
of life.

There are two great questions that seem to go unanswered in life;
Why is God absent when Heis needed? Why isHe so silent when He
should speak?

Paul and Peter seestheseevidencesof God' spatienceandlongsuffering:

Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance?

Romans 2:4

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:9
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Thoughit begiven himtobein safety, whereon heresteth; yet hiseyesareupon
their ways.

They areexaltedfor alittlewhile, but aregone and brought low; they aretaken
out of the way as all other, and cut off as the tops of the ears of corn.

Andif it be not so now, who will makemealiar, and make my speech nothing
worth?

Job 25

Bildad’'s 3 Discourse

Now Bildad replieswith two worn-out arguments...

1] Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,

2] Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh peacein his high places.

3] Isthere any number of his armies? and upon whom doth not hislight arise?

4] How then can man bejustified with God? or how can he be clean that is born
of awoman?

5] Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not purein his
sight.

6] How much less man, that isaworm? and the son of man, which isaworm?

Job 26

Job’s Reply?
[Most expositors treat the remaining chapters as Job's reply, with
Zophar remaining silent in thisfinal round. E.W. Bullinger points out
reasons that 27:11-28:28 may well be Zophar's 3 discourse, which
would provide symmetry among all three...]
Here Job seemsto hang up the phone. Hisanswer to Bildad isrichin
irony:

1] But Job answered and said,

2] How hast thou hel ped himthat iswithout power? how savest thou the arm that
hath no strength?

3] How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom? and how hast thou

plentifully declared the thing asit is?
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To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee?
Satan sent them, but God is using them.

Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof.
Hell isnaked before him, and destruction hath no covering.

He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon
nothing.

Hebindeth upthewatersin histhick clouds; and thecloudisnot rent under them.
He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it.

He hath compassed the waterswith bounds, until the day and night cometo an
end.

The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof.
Hedivideththe seawith hispower, and by hisunderstanding hesmiteth through
the proud.

By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked
serpent.

Lo, these are parts of hisways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but
the thunder of his power who can understand?

There are mysteriesin God that no man can plumb.

Job 27

Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,

AsGod liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath
vexed my soul;

All the while my breath isin me, and the spirit of God isin my nostrils;

My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.

God forbid that | should justify you: till | diel will not remove mineintegrity
fromme.

My righteousness| hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach
mesolong asl live.

Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that riseth up against me as the
unrighteous.

For what isthe hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh
away his soul ?

Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him?

Will he delight himself in the Almighty?will he always call upon God?

[27:11-28:28 - Zophar’'s3? See note at the opening of Chapter 26.]
I will teach you by the hand of God: that which iswith the Almighty will | not

conceal.
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Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; why then are ye thus altogether vain?
Thisisthe portion of awicked man with God, and the heritage of oppressors,
which they shall receive of the Almighty.

If his children be multiplied, it isfor the sword: and his offspring shall not be
satisfied with bread.

Thosethat remain of him shall beburiedindeath: and hiswidowsshall not weep.
Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay;
Hemay prepareit, but thejust shall put it on, and theinnocent shall dividethe
silver.

He buildeth his house as a moth, and as a booth that the keeper maketh.
Therich man shall liedown, but he shall not be gathered: he openeth hiseyes,
and heisnot.

Terrorstake hold on him as waters, atempest stealeth him away in the night.
The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and asastorm hurleth him
out of his place.

For God shall cast upon him, and not spare: he would fain flee out of hishand.
Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him out of his place.

Job 28

Surely thereisavein for the silver, and a place for gold where they fineit.
Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone.

He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of
darkness, and the shadow of death.

Theflood breaketh out from theinhabitant; eventhewater sforgotten of thefoot:
they are dried up, they are gone away from men.

Asfor the earth, out of it cometh bread: and under it isturned up asit werefire.
The stones of it are the place of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold.
Thereis apath which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture’'s eye hath not
seen:

The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it.

He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he overturneth the mountains by the
roots.

He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; and his eye seeth every preciousthing.
Hebindeththefloodsfrom overflowing; and thethingthat ishidbringeth heforth
to light.

But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding?
Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither isit found in theland of theliving.
The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me.

It cannot begottenfor gold, neither shall silver beweighed for thepricethereof.
It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the
sapphire.

Thegold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for
jewelsof finegold.
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Nomention shall bemadeof coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdomisabove
rubies.

Thetopaz of Ethiopiashall not equal it, neither shall it bevalued with puregold.
Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding?
Seeingitishid fromtheeyesof al living, and kept close from thefowls of the
air.

Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.
God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof.

For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven;
To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure.

(For many centuries, men did not know that wind had weight; but it is
herein Job.)

When hemade adecreefor therain, and away for thelightning of the thunder:
Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out.
Anduntomanhesaid, Behold, thefear of theL ord, that iswisdom; and to depart
fromevil isunderstanding.

There are two kinds of speakers:

Those who have something to say; and
Those who have to say something.

Job’ sthree friends are the latter kind.

The Three Compared

All werecommittedtothesamefixedtheory of life: calamity isalwaysthe
outcomeof sin; ahealth and wealth gospel. They all measurethingsby
thispresentlife. All arestatic; noadvanceinviews, exceptinexpression,
eloquence. They must justify Job at God’ s expense (or vice versal).

Eliphaz: Observation. Moralist. Apologist.
Bildad: Tradition. Legalist. Lecturer.
Zophar: Assumption. Dogmatist. Bigot.

Fortunately, they’ refinally finished.
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Now wehave Job’ sextended soliloquy ashisfinal defense. Hereviews
all that has happened to him; first, he counts his blessings:

He undoubtedly has the better of it, although he yields to rash and
reckless statements that he later regrets and acknowledges. He is
suffering too deeply to aim at mere argumentation: he seeks the truth.

Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,

Oh that | were as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me;
When hiscandl e shined upon my head, and when by hislight | walked through
darkness;

As | was in the days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my
tabernacle;

When the Almighty was yet with me, when my children were about me;
When | washed my stepswith butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil;
When | went out to the gate through the city, when | prepared my seat in the
street!

Theyoung men saw me, and hid themselves: and the aged arose, and stood up.
The princesrefrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth.
Thenoblesheldtheir peace, andtheir tonguecleaved to theroof of their mouth.
When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it gave
witness to me:

Becausel deliveredthepoor that cried, and thefatherless, and himthat had none
to help him.

The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and | caused the
widow’s heart to sing for joy.

| put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a
diadem.

| was eyesto the blind, and feet was | to the lame.

| was a father to the poor: and the cause which | knew not | searched out.
And | brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth.
Then | said, | shall diein my nest, and | shall multiply my days as the sand.
My root wasspread out by thewaters, and thedew lay all night uponmy branch.
My glory was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my hand.

Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel.

After my words they spake not again; and my speech dropped upon them.
And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as
for the latter rain.

If I laughed on them, they believed it not; and thelight of my countenancethey
cast not down.
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| chose out their way, and sat chief, and dwelt asaking in thearmy, asonethat
comforteth the mourners.

Job 30

Job’s Reply (Continued)
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Now we get the other side: the painful present. The first 15 verses
describe how heis mocked:

But now theythat areyounger than | havemeinderision, whosefathers| would
have disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock.

Y ea, whereto might the strength of their hands profit me, in whom old agewas
perished?

Forwant andfaminetheyweresolitary; fleeingintothewildernessinformertime
desolate and waste.

Who cut up mallows by the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat.

They weredrivenforthfromamong men, (they cried after them asafter athief;)
To dwell in the clefts of the valleys, in caves of the earth, and in the rocks.
Among the bushesthey brayed; under the nettlesthey were gathered together.
They werechildren of fools, yea, children of base men: they wereviler thanthe
earth.

And now am | their song, yea, | am their byword.

They abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my face.
Because he hath loosed my cord, and afflicted me, they have also | et loose the
bridle beforeme.

Upon my right hand rise the youth; they push away my feet, and they raise up
against me the ways of their destruction.

They mar my path, they set forward my calamity, they have no helper.
They came uponmeasawidebreakinginof waters: inthedesol ationthey rolled
themselves upon me.

Terrorsare turned upon me: they pursue my soul asthewind: and my welfare
passeth away as a cloud.

And now my soul ispoured out upon me; the days of affliction havetaken hold
upon me.

My bones are pierced in me in the night season: and my sinews take no rest.
By thegreat force of my diseaseismy garment changed: it bindeth me about as
the collar of my coat.

He hath cast me into the mire, and | am become like dust and ashes.

| cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me: | stand up, and thou regardest me
not.

Thouart becomecruel tome: withthy strong hand thou opposest thy self against
me.
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Thou liftest me up to the wind; thou causest meto ride upon it, and dissol vest
my substance.

For | know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for al
living.

Howbeit he will not stretch out his hand to the grave, though they cry in his
destruction.

Didnot | weepfor himthat wasintrouble?wasnot my soul grievedfor thepoor?
When | looked for good, then evil came unto me: and when | waited for light,
there came darkness.

My bowels boiled, and rested not: the days of affliction prevented me.

I went mourning without the sun: | stood up, and | cried in the congregation.
| am a brother to dragons, and a companion to owls.

My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat.

My harp also isturned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that

weep.

Job 31

Job’s Reply (Continued)
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Now Job searchesfor areason. Eveninthisearly treatise, Job haslearned
that to keep clean before God he has to be careful about what he sees.
He makes a covenant with his eyes.

I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should | think upon a maid?
For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of the
Almighty from on high?

Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of
iniquity?

Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?

If | have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit;

Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.

If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after mine eyes,
and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands;

Then let me sow, and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be rooted out.

If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if | have laid wait at my
neighbour’ sdoor;

Then let my wife grind unto another, and let others bow down upon her.
For thisisan heinous crime; yea, it isaniniquity to be punished by the judges.
For itisafirethat consumeth to destruction, and wouldroot out all mineincrease.

No adultery here. No injustice to his servants:
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If | did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, when they
contended with me;

What then shall | do when God riseth up? and when he visiteth, what shall |
answer him?

Did not he that made mein the womb make him?and did not onefashion usin
the womb?

No injustice toward the poor and defenseless:

If | have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the
widow to fail;

Or haveeatenmy morsel myself alone, and thefatherl esshath not eaten thereof;
(For frommy youth hewasbrought upwithme, aswith afather, and | haveguided
her from my mother’s womb;)

If | have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering;
If hisloins have not blessed me, and if he were not warmed with the fleece of
my sheep;

If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when | saw my help in the
gate:

Then let minearm fall from my shoulder blade, and mine arm be broken from
the bone.

For destruction from God was a terror to me, and by reason of his highness |
could not endure.

No trust in wealth:

If | have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my
confidence;

If | rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten
much;

No secretidolatry:

If | beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness;

And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand:
Thisalsowereaniniquity to be punished by thejudge: for | should havedenied
the God that is above.

No gloating over the misfortune of others:

If | rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when

evil found him:
Neither have | suffered my mouth to sin by wishing a curse to his soul.

Not stingy with hiswealth:
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If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of hisflesh! we cannot be
satisfied.
Thestranger did not lodgein the street: but | opened my doorsto thetraveller.

No hypocrisy or secrets: (vv.33, 37)

If | covered my transgressionsas Adam, by hiding mineiniquity in my bosom:
Did | fear agreat multitude, or did the contempt of familiesterrify me, that |
kept silence, and went not out of the door?

Oh that one would hear me! behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would
answer me, and that mine adversary had written a book.

Surely | would take it upon my shoulder, and bind it as a crown to me.

| would declare unto him the number of my steps; asaprincewould | go near
unto him.

If my land cry against me, or that the furrows likewise thereof complain;

If | have eaten the fruits thereof without money, or have caused the owners
thereof to losetheir life:

Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead of barley.

He has not abused the land; not caused pollution of the environment,
etc. (How relevant thisbook is!)

The words of Job are ended.

Summary

In the first round, the three are one in the contention that God always
prospers the upright and punishes the perverse. Job rebuts that from
hisown experience.

In the second round, Eliphaz emphasizes that only the wicked suffer.
Bildad insists that the wicked always suffer. Zophar insists that any
seeming prosperity of thewickedisshortlived. Jobrebutseachfromhis
ownexperience.

In the third round the previous theories are more vehemently restated,
embroideredwithevasiveplatitudes. Again, Jobrebutsfromexperience.

If youintendto arguewith Job you had better haveyour argumentswell
inhand. Heisabletoseethroughtheerror of logicintheir position. Their
theol ogy doesnot squarewithexperience. Itistheir creedthey havefaith
in,andnot GodHimself. A manwithtrueexperienceisnever atthemercy
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of a man with an argument. At this point we sit where Job sits: his
guestionsbecomeour questions. The pressures, theriddles, troubleus,
too. We, too, have learned that God is greater than any theology can
contain; yet, heisnever inconsistent, never capricious, never malicious.
Heisloving, and yet we do not always understand what is happening.

Job has had faith in the rule of God; but now, at last, he has begun to
exerciseinthe God who rules.

Anotherinsightisthat Job’ sview of himself isstill woefully inadequate.
Hehasbeen defending himself, yet we, too, havetoolittleunderstanding
of sin’s attack upon us and the depravity of our own hearts:

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it?
Jeremiah17:9

“Desperately” =incurably. Paul pointsout that therearedepthsof which
wearestill not aware:

Butwithmeitisaverysmall thingthat | should bejudged of you, or of man’s
judgment: yea, | judge not mine own self. For | know nothing by myself;
yet am| not hereby justified: but he that judgeth meisthe Lord.

1 Corinthians 4:3, 4

From here on thereisanoticeable break inthe book. A new voicewill
be heard—one that | call The Mystery Man.

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) What did all three“comforters’ havein common? How did they
differ?

2 What wasthefault in their reasoning? Or were they correct?
3 How didthethreeroundsdiffer? How werethey similar?
4) How did Job’s views evolve during the rounds?

5 How did his comforters change?
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Discussion Questions:
“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”

1) WhatwasJob’sprimary dilemmas?

2 Why do the innocent suffer?

3 Why do the wicked prosper?

4)  Where did Job miss-speak? Attack or defend his responses.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) IsBullinger’ sconjecturecorrect: 1sJob27:11-28:28possibly Zophar's
3 discourse? Why? Or Why not?

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Elihu’ sDiscourse: Chapters32-37. Whowashe? What roledidhe
fill?Why didn't God rebuke him as He did the others?

Notes:

1. Qv., Stedman, p.86.

Session 5: Job 32-37
The Mystery Man: Elihu

Now, suddenly, theash-heaptrio aresilenced, and anew voiceisheard.
Heissomewhat aman of mystery: heappearswithvery littleintroduction
and expositors are quite divided on his significance.

(There are even some that suggest that these six chapters were a later

addition, but thiscan berejected asunwarranted on structural, theol ogi-
cal, stylistic and linguistic grounds.)
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Job 32

“Program Notes” to this Cosmic Drama

1] Sothesethree men ceased to answer Job, because he wasrighteousin hisown
[LXX: “their’] eyes.

(Bullinger pointsout that theL XX iscorrect with“their” eyes; they held
their peace, yielding that they had been wrong.)

2] Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the
kindred of Ram: against Job washiswrath kindled, because hejustified himsel f
rather than God.

Who wasElihu? What washisrole? Why didn’t God criticizehim | ater
like He did the others?

“Elihu” means “My God is he.” He is also identified as the son of
Barachel, whichmeans" Godblesses.” Buzwasaland near Uzwhere Job
lived. Uz and Buz weretwo brothersof Nahor, the brother of Abraham
(Gen22:20,21). However, Barachel was" of thekindred of Ram,” which
suggeststhat Elihumay havebeen anancestor of David (Ruth4:19-22).

3] Alsoagainst histhree friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found
no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

4] Now Elihu had waited till Job had spoken, because they were elder than he.

5] When Elihu saw that there wasno answer inthe mouth of thesethreemen, then
his wrath was kindled.

Four times he indicates his anger burned.

6] And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, | am young, and
yearevery old; wherefore| was afraid, and durst not shew you mine opinion.

7] | said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom.

8] Butthereisaspirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them
understanding.

9] Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment.

10] Thereforel said, Hearken to me; | also will shew mine opinion.

The Mystery Man
Commentatorsdiffer widely astowhat tomakeof Elihu. Someregardhim
as arather brash young man, of cocksure arrogance of youth, seeking

to upstage the older menin their errors.
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Other simply see him as repeating the same arguments of the previous
three elders. However, | agree with those few that see Elihu asplaying
avery significant roleinthe drama:

1) Itisimportant to note that the rebuke that God gives Job' s three
friends at the end of this book excludes Elihu! (Why?) Heis not
rebuked, nor does he have to ask Job to pray for him, asthe three
friendsaretold to do (Job 42:7, 8).

2 Heisgivenanextremely prominent part in thisdrama: thelongest
of all the discourses (six chapters).

3 Heawaysspeakswith courtesy and sensitivity to Job, yet with strong
and assertivefeelingswhich he confesses. Hiscourtesy isin contrast
with the caugtic and sarcastic tone of the three “ comforters.”

4) Perhapsmost significantly, Elihu doesnot speak from hispersonal
experience but from revelation (cf. v.8 above).

Thisisconsistent with what we have seen previously: that wisdom and
understanding can comeonly from God, and Hecan giveit totheyoung
aswell asto the old.

Elihu comes as the answer to Job’s cry for an explanation. God often
provides an answer in amanner which we do not expect.

Elihuseemstobeakind of “ JohntheBaptist” of the Old Testament. He
giveswitnessto the Mediator who is God Himself. Elihu appearsasa
preliminary intermediary before God appears on the scene. He begins
where the friends began, and ends with words very similar to those of
God' s when He at last appears on the scene.

His patience exhausted, he first addresses the three “ comforters:”

Behold, | waited for your words; | gave ear to your reasons, whilst ye searched
out what to say.

Yea, | attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that convinced
Job, or that answered his words:

Lest ye should say, We have found out wisdom: God thrusteth him down, not
man.

Now he hath not directed hiswords against me: neither will | answer him with
your speeches.
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He then further describes the three “friends’:

They were amazed, they answered no more: they |eft off speaking.
When | had waited, (for they spakenot, but stood still, and answered no more;)

After thanintroduction, he begins he beginsto get histhoughts* off his
chest”:

| said, | will answer also my part, | al'so will shew mine opinion.

For | am full of matter, the spirit within me constraineth me.

Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new
bottles.

I will speak, that | may be refreshed: | will open my lips and answer.

Let menot, | pray you, accept any man’s person, neither let me giveflattering
titles unto man.

For | know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon take
me away.

Job 33

Elihu's Address to Job

1
2]
3

4

9]

Wherefore, Job, | pray thee, hear my speeches, and hearken to all my words.
Behold, now | have opened my mouth, my tongue hath spoken in my mouth.
My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter
knowledgeclearly.

Hiswordswill be honest, impartial, and from ahumbl e heart:

The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me
life.

If thou canst answer me, set thy words in order before me, stand up.
Behold, | am according to thy wishin God’ sstead: | also am formed out of the
clay.

Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy
upon thee.

A contrast to the way the three friends spoke to Job. He then beginsto
analyze Job’' sview of God.

Problem #1: Job sees God as capricious, acting out of Hisfeelingslike
people do, according to Hismood. [Thisishow Allahis presented, in
total contrast to the God of the Bible.]
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Surely thou hast spokeninminehearing, and | haveheardthevoiceof thy words,
saying,

| am clean without transgression, | aminnocent; neither isthereiniquity inme.
Behold, he findeth occasions against me, he counteth me for his enemy,

He putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh all my paths.

He summarizes all that Job has been saying: that God mistreats him
without ajustification, inacapriciousway. Elihu’ sanswer istothepoint:

Behold, inthisthou art not just: | will answer thee, that God isgreater than man.

Wemust awaysremember that. Thisisthecontinual argument through-
out the Bible:

O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall thething formed say
to himthat formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter
power over theclay, of the samelump to make onevessel unto honour, and
another unto dishonour? What if God, willing to shew hiswrath, and to
make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of
wrath fitted to destruction:

Romans 9:20-22

Elihu then movesto:

Problem #2: The matter of the silence of God.

Why dost thou striveagai nst him?for hegiveth not account of any of hismatters.
For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.

Weall struggle with thisone: we call it “unanswered prayer.” Wefail
to account for timing and style. Often we don’t recognize the answer
when it comes. Elihu suggests two ways: First, in dreams:

In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in
slumberings upon the bed;

Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction,

That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man.
Hekeepeth back hissoul fromthe pit, and hislifefrom perishing by the sword.

Oneof God’ sobjectivesisto stop manfromdestroying himself. Oneof
thewaysHedoesthat isthrough dreams. [ Of course, not all dreamscome
from God speaking to us. But psychologistsare quick to point our that
often dreams are a way by which suppressed reality comes into our
consciousness whether we like it or not.]
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23]

We tend to deceive ourselves. Unpleasant things are shoved into our
“hidden chambers’—some call it the subconscious—and they often
appear in our dreams. These can be warnings.

I”m not suggesting that we are building acase for interpreting dreams;
however, the Scripturesarefull of instanceswhere God did speak tomen
by means of dreams.

Jobreferredtothemearlier (Job 7:14); Daniel also(Dan 1:17); Peter even
quoted the Scripture which indicates | may have an advantage (Acts
2:17; quoting Joel 2:28) being an old man!

Othersinclude: Abimelech (Gen 20:3f); Jacob (Gen 30:10); Laban (Gen
30:24); Joseph (Gen 37) and histwo cell mates(Gen40) and Pharaoh (Gen
41); Gideon(Judg 7); Solomon (1 Kgs3); Nebuchadnezzar twice(Dan 2,
4); Joseph, Mary’s hushand thrice (Mt 1:20; 2:12, 19, 22); and even
Pilate' swife(Mt27:19).

Another way that God's speaks to us is through pain:

Heischastened al so with pain upon hisbed, and the multitude of hisboneswith
strong pain:

So that hislife abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat.
Hisfleshisconsumed away, that it cannot be seen; and hisbonesthat were not
seen stick out.

Y ea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and hislife to the destroyers.

“Job, your very sufferingsarespeakingtoyou. But not asyour so-called
friends are suggesting.”

A threat toour lifetendsto changeour entirevaluesysteminstantly. C.
S.Lewisexplains:

Wecanrest contentedlyinour sinsandinour stupidities, and everyonewho
haswatched gluttonsshoveling down themost exquisitefoodsasifthey did
not knowwhat they wer eeating, will admit that wecanignoreevenpleasure.
But pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our
pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shoutsin our pains. It ishis
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.*

Elihu goes on to bring out a second point about pain:

If therebeamessenger with him, aninterpreter, oneamong athousand, to shew
unto man his uprightness:
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25]

26]

27]

28]

29
30]
31]
32
33

Thenheisgraciousunto him, and saith, Deliver himfrom going downtothepit:
| have found aransom.
Hisflesh shall befresher than achild’ s: heshall returnto thedaysof hisyouth:

A foreview of the Gospel of grace: theselast wordseven hint of a“born
again” experienceinvolving aransom and a“Mediator.”

Thereisalight that has been growing in Job’s heart:

» InChapter 9hecriedout,“ Thereisnoumpire(“daysman™) between
usthat can lay his hand upon us both, man and God.” (9:32. 33).

* InChapter 16, he declared, “ Even now, behold my witnessisin
heaven, and he who vouchesfor meison high” (16:19).

» InChapter 19, hedeclares, “ For | know that my redeemer liveth, and
that heshall stand at thelatter day upon the earth: Andthough after
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God
(19:25,26).

» InChapter 23 herealized, “Heknowstheway that | take. WhenHe
hastried me, | shall comeforth asgold (23:10).

Elihu now explains that his Mediator will guide him, and he will be
restored:

Heshall pray unto God, and hewill befavourableunto him: and heshall seehis
face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.

Helooketh upon men, and if any say, | have sinned, and perverted that which
was right, and it profited me not;

Hewill deliver his soul from going into the pit, and hislife shall seethelight.

Pain did that, so Elihu exhorts Job:

Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man,

Tobringback hissoul fromthepit, to beenlightened with thelight of theliving.
Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and | will speak.

If thou hast any thing to say, answer me: speak, for | desire to justify thee.
If not, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and | shall teach thee wisdom.

Job'ssilenceindicatesthat Job isnow ready tolisten. Andwhen Elihu
finishes, God Himself beginsto speak aswe shall see...

Job 34

Your God Is Too Small

1
2]
3
4

9]
6]

9

Furthermore Elihu answered and said,

Hear my words, O yewise men; and give ear unto me, yethat have knowledge.
For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat.

Let us choose to us judgment: let us know among ourselves what is good.

Elihu now examines Job's view of God in some detail, inviting all
(including us) to joinin judgment:

For Job hath said, | am righteous: and God hath taken away my judgment.
Should | lie against my right? my wound is incurable without transgression.

Part of Job’ sproblemisthat heseesGod asunjust, unfair, and unwilling
to explain what is going on.

What man is like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water?

Which goethincompany withtheworkersof iniquity, andwalkethwithwicked
men.

For hehath said, It profiteth aman nothing that he should delight himself with
God.

A strange statement from the man who began with the great cry, “ The
Lord gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
LORD (1:21).” He now seemsto have adopted the same attitude asthe
ungodly: “What advantageisit to meto behave myself? | might aswell
have sinned.”

This argument will now be examined in detail. Satan declared that he
would bring Jobto aplacewherehewould curse Godto hisface. Tothat
he must first make Job distrust God and feel that he had been treated
unfairly. God intervenes by wisewordsfrom a Spirit-filled young man
tokeep Jobfromthatfinal step. Invv.10- 30, Elihutakesupthetruth about
God' scharacter:

1) God the Just Rewarder

God cannot be unjust.

10] Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding: far beit from God, that

he should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit
iniquity.
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11]

12]

For the work of aman shall he render unto him, and cause every man to find
according to hisways.

Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert
judgment.

No matter how long it may take, God will doit.

2) God the Sovereign Authority

13]

14]
15]

God is beyond accountability to man.

Who hath given him acharge over the earth? or who hath disposed the whole
world?

If he set hisheart upon man, if he gather unto himself hisspirit and his breath;
All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust.

3) God the Impartial Ruler

16]
17]

18]
19]

20]

If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken to the voice of my words.
Shall even hethat hateth right govern? and wilt thou condemn him that ismost
just?

Isit fit to say to aking, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Y e are ungodly?
How much lessto him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth
the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his hands.

In amoment shall they die, and the people shall be troubled at midnight, and
pass away: and the mighty shall be taken away without hand.

Those who prate so loudly about justice never hesitateto offer flattery
torulersfor partiality.

4) The Omniscient Judge

21]
22]

23]

24]

No investigating committee needed.

For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth al his goings.
Thereisno darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may
hidethemselves.

For hewill notlay upon man morethanright; that heshould enter intojudgment
with God.

He shall break in pieces mighty men without number, and set othersin their
stead.

Cf. Psalm 139. God knowsour thoughts even beforethey take shape...
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5) The Absolute Executor

25]

26]
27]

28]
29]
30]
31]

37]
33]

34
35]
36]

37]

Thereforeheknoweth their works, and heoverturneth themin thenight, sothat
they are destroyed.

He striketh them as wicked men in the open sight of others;

Because they turned back from him, and would not consider any of hisways:

Thisisthe root issue.

So that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and he heareth the cry
of the afflicted.

When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and when he hideth his
face, who then can behold him?whether it be done against anation, or against
aman only:

That the hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared.

Surely itismeet to besaid unto God, | havebornechastisement, | will not offend
any more:

That which | see not teach thou me: if | have doneiniquity, | will do no more.
Shouldit beaccordingtothy mind?hewill recompenseit, whether thourefuse,
or whether thou choose; and not I: therefore speak what thou knowest.

But reformisnot what God isafter: Hedesiresrepentanceand relation-
ship; the surrender of theright to run your life. Hewill accept no other
basis of relationship.

Let men of understanding tell me, and et awise man hearken unto me.

Job hath spoken without knowledge, and his words were without wisdom.
My desireisthat Job may betried untotheend because of hisanswersfor wicked
men.

For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he clappeth his hands among us, and
multiplieth his words against God.

Job isarighteous man, hisheart isright, he wantsto serve God, but he
thinks he can do it by his own efforts.

Thetoughest lesson God hastoteach usisto seetheevil inwhat wethink
is nothing but good. Our best is but filthy ragsin Hissight! Itisonly
our dependence on Hisgift of righteousnessthat will ever beacceptable
to Him. Hereisthe struggle of Romans 7 herein the OT.

Remember that it was God who initiated this contest, not Satan. Hedid
it to teach us—you and me—the ugliness of self-righteousness.
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2]

3]

4

Job 35

We can now move through the next three chapters quickly as Elihu
answers Job’sargument. First herestatesit:

Elihu spake moreover, and said,

Thinkest thou thisto be right, that thou saidst, My righteousnessis more than
God’'s?

For thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee? and, What profit shall |
have, if | be cleansed from my sin?

I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee.

You'relnconsistent

5]
6]

7]
8]

9

10]
11]

12]

13]
14]

15]

L ook unto the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds which are higher than
thou.

If thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? or if thy transgressions be
multiplied, what doest thou unto him?

If thou berighteous, what givest thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand?
Thy wickedness may hurt aman asthou art; and thy righteousness may profit
the son of man.

What you do our do not do does not change God or affect Him in any
way. God will be God no matter what you do.

By reason of themultitude of oppressionsthey makethe oppressedto cry: they
cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty.

But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth songsin the night;
Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than
the fowls of heaven?

There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil men.

Men cry for help, but God knowsthat what they arecrying forismerely
relief. They wanttobedelivered fromthepainful effectsof their selfish
ways but then be allowed to go right back to being selfish. They are
simply trying to use God. Thisisone reason for God' s silence.

Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard it.
Although thou sayest thou shalt not see him, yet judgment is before him;
therefore trust thou in him.

Thisisareferenceto Job’srequest for atrial.

But now, becauseitisnot so, he hath visited in hisanger; yet he knoweth it not

in great extremity:
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16]

Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain; he multiplieth words without
knowledge.

Elihuistrying to be gentle, to speak the truthin love.

Job 36

The Glory of God

4

Elihu also proceeded, and said,
Suffer mealittle, and | will shew theethat | haveyet to speak on God’ sbehalf.
I will fetchmy knowledgefromafar, andwill ascriberighteousnesstomy Maker.

“Fromafar”: not coming frommepersonally.

For truly my words shall not be false: he that is perfect in knowledge is with
thee.

Thisisnot abrash or arrogant, as some commentator contend. Theone
whom herefersis”onewhoisperfectin knowledge” (37:16): God. He
speaks by means of the Spirit!

God’s Mercy and Justice

9]

6]
7

8]
9

10]
11]
12]
13]

14]
15]

Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: he is mighty in strength and
wisdom.

He preserveth not the life of the wicked: but giveth right to the poor.
Hewithdraweth not hiseyesfrom therighteous: but with kingsarethey onthe
throne; yea, he doth establish them for ever, and they are exalted.

And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords of affliction;

Then he sheweth them their work, and their transgressions that they have
exceeded.

He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from
iniquity.

If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their daysin prosperity, and their
years in pleasures.

But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without
knowledge.

But the hypocritesin heart heap up wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them.
They diein youth, and their life is among the unclean.

He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their earsin oppression.
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Job’s Perilous Position

16]

17]
18]
19]

20]
21]

Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait into abroad place, where
there is no straitness; and that which should be set on thy table should be full
of fatness.

But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked: judgment and justice take
hold on thee.

Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a
great ransom cannot deliver thee.

Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor all the forces of strength.

Desire not the night, when people are cut off in their place.

Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather than affliction.

The Glory of God (36:22 - 37:24)

* God is Beyond Man’s Instruction

22]
23]
24]
25]

Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teacheth like him?

Who hath enjoined him hisway? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity?
Remember that thou magnify hiswork, which men behold.

Every man may seeit; man may behold it afar off.

* God is Beyond Man’s Understanding

26]

27]

28]

29
30]

31]
32

33

Behold, Godisgreat, and weknow him not, neither canthe number of hisyears
be searched out.

For he maketh small the drops of water: they pour down rain according to the
vapour thereof:

Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly.

(Thewater cycle. Note Solomon’ scomment, Eccl 1:7.)

Also can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, or the noise of his
tabernacle?

Behold, he spreadeth his light upon it, and covereth the bottom [roots] of the
sea.

For by them judgeth he the people; he giveth meat in abundance.

With clouds he covereth thelight; and commandeth it not to shine by the cloud
that cometh betwixt.

Thenoisethereof sheweth concerningit, the cattle al so concerning the vapour.

God' sdoingsin nature elaborated in an autumn storm (36:27-33); then
inwinter (37:1-13); finally insummer (37:17-18).
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19]

Job 37

(A dramaticel ectricstormbreaksout; youneedtoliveonaprairietofully
appreciate this passage...)

At this also my heart trembleth, and is moved out of his place.

Hear attentively thenoi seof hisvoice, and thesound that goeth out of hismouth.
He directeth it under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the
earth.

After it avoiceroareth: he thundereth with the voice of hisexcellency; and he
will not stay them when his voiceis heard.

God thundereth marvellously with hisvoice; great things doeth he, which we
cannot comprehend.

For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain, and
to the great rain of his strength.

He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know his work.
Then the beasts go into dens, and remain in their places.

Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north.

By the breath of God frost isgiven: and the breadth of the watersis straitened.
Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud: he scattereth his bright cloud:
And itisturned round about by his counsels: that they may do whatsoever he
commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth.

[Sounds like he has been watching from aweather satellite!]

He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for hisland, or for mercy.
Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider thewondrousworks of God.
Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused thelight of hiscloud to
shine?

Dost thouknow thebal ancingsof theclouds, thewondrousworksof himwhich
is perfect in knowledge?

The most complex computer models are those of the weather system;
imperfect at best.

How thy garments are warm, when he quieteth the earth by the south wind?
Hast thou with him spread out the sky, whichisstrong, and asamoltenlooking
glass?

Teach uswhat weshall say unto him; for we cannot order our speech by reason
of darkness.

Job can do none of thesethings. He cannot explain them (vv.14-16); he
cannot duplicatethem (vv.17-18); hecannot command them (vv.19-20).

Elihu closes with aglimpse of the matchless majesty of God:
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20] Shall it betold him that | speak?if aman speak, surely he shall be swallowed
up.

21] Andnow menseenotthebrightlight whichisintheclouds: but thewind passeth,
and cleanseth them.

22] Fair weather cometh out of the north: with God is terrible majesty.

23] Touching the AImighty, we cannot find him out: heisexcellent in power, and
in judgment, and in plenty of justice: he will not afflict.

24] Men do therefore fear him: he respecteth not any that are wise of heart.

Through the entire Bible, the only man or woman who ever receives
anything from God is the one who comes with a humble and contrite
heart.

Thevery next voi cewehear will bethevoice of God Himself, speaking
directly to Job.

Prayer

Father, thank you for your loving care of us.

Wethankyou for our Mediator, who found aransomfor usinHisownlife's
blood poured out on our behalf; who hasmade away to set asidethedaily
contamination of our sins and helps us to face every day fresh and vital,
forgiven, alive, without guilt, without a sense of rejection, having sent us
an adequate power by which to live, and do the things we ought to do.

Thankyoufor the peace, thejoy, thehope, and thel ovethat Hehasbrought
into our lives...

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) WhowasElihu? What made him distinctive?
2 Whydidn'tGodcriticizehimwhenrebukedthethree* comforters’?

3 What werethe problemswith Job’sview of God?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) WhatwasElihu’sroleinthedrama?
2  What lessons can we learn from him?

3 Whatarethesimilarities(and contrasts) betweenElihuand Johnthe
Baptist?

4) How did Job's views evolve through the discourses?
5 How should we react to God' s apparent silences?

6) How doesGod usepaininour lives? Examples.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Reviewtheroleof dreamsintheBible: Job(Job7:14); Daniel (Dan
1:17); Peter’ squote (Acts2:17; quoting Joel 2:28); Abimelech (Gen
20:3f); Jacob (Gen 30:10); L aban (Gen 30:24); Joseph (Gen 37) and
histwo cell mates(Gen40) and Pharaoh (Gen 41); Gideon (Judg 7);
Solomon (1 Kgs 3); Nebuchadnezzar twice (Dan 2, 4); Joseph,
Mary’ shusbandthrice(Mt1:20; 2:12, 19, 22); andeven Pilate’ swife
(Mt27:19).

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters38-41.

Notes:

1. C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain, Macmillan, New Y ork, 1943, p.93.
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1]

Session 6: Job 38 - 40
God’s Science Quiz

Enoughof the* Comforters.” God Himself now speaks! Thisistheclimax
of the Book of Job.

Inthefinal four chapters of thisbook we can count 77 questions, many
of which man cannot even answer today. Whilethepursuit of scientific
researchisthelegitimate pursuit of themandatethat God commissioned
man with the Garden of Eden (Gen 1:28), the tragedy is that man has
insi sted on pursuing rati onali zati onsindependent of acknowledging the
initiatives and nurturing of the Creator and His handiwork.

Science claims to be the pursuit of truth, but that is only propaganda:
it insists on explanations that exclude the God that has given us that
mandate. All thegreat “founding fathers” of science—Newton, Boyle,
Pascal, et al.—pursuedtheir challenges*“ totheglory of God.” However,
most of the variousfields of study have been taken over by humanists,
and Christians, by their indifference, have acquiesced in this Satanic
takeover.

Science, which should have beenthegreat testimony to themajesty and
glory of God, has, instead, become adevice for ignoring and rejecting
him, and preying on the uninformed.

Job 38

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,

For thefirsttimesincetheprologue, God’ sspecia name, Y HWH, isused.
The sufferer’ s repetitious plea that God answer him was granted (Cf.
13:22; 31:35); having bemoaned theabsenceof anadvocate(9:33; 16:19;
19:25) he now was confronted by God Himself! However, instead of
answering questions, God asked them!

“Whirlwind” or storm (like Elihu described, 37:21-24): Oftenseenwith
Hiscoming (Sinai, Ex 19:16-20, etc.). Thecloudsprotect theaudience
from being consumed by the divine holiness.

“Wind”: Jesusto Nicodemus; John 3:6-8; at Pentecost: Acts?2:2.
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Who isthis that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up now thy loinslike aman; for | will demand of thee, and answer thou
me.

Some commentators suggest that these words apply to Elihu, but at the
end of the book, Job applies these words to himself (Job 42:2-6).

God challenges Job who, by hisignorant words, has been “darkening
thelight” that could have cometo him. [How many timeshavewedone
thesamething? Wecan'tbelisteningwhenwearespeaking! (Weseem
to be half-duplex, as the communications engineers would say!)]

“Gird up...loins’: when undertaking a strenuous task such asrunning,
working, or fighting, aman would gather up hisflowing robesand tuck
itinto asash-belt (Ex 12:11; 1 Kgs 18:46). Equivaentto“bealert,” a
struggleiscoming!

Jobwantedatrial beforeGod; well, God now askshimsomequestions...

Where Were You?

Wherewast thou when | laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast
understanding.

God now subjects Job to a series of questions in three different areas:
» God'sCrestion;
» God' sProvidential Care (& balancein nature);
» HisRestraint of the Forces of Evil inthe World.

It is astonishing to fully realize how fundamental the Creation isin
Christian apologetics.

According to Genesis 1 (35 timesin that one chapter), and these four
chaptersof Job, God created each thing with itsown specific attributes,
and the powersof reproducing “ after itskind” (digitally defined!); each
with its own definite object and purpose.

God’'sfirst question is, “Were you there?’
The essence of scienceisobservation. The scientific method requires
actual measurement, experimentation, prediction, and repetition. None

of thisis possible in the process of origins, so all we are |eft with are
conjectures masguerading as conclusions.
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6]

8]
9

10]
11]

Oneof thebasicassumptionsof scienceis” uniformitarianism”: that the
present isthe key to the past. However, we are continually confronted
with tangible evidences that our solar system has been the subject of
many non-linearities, buffeting, etc.; al of which cast uniformitarian
presumptions into serious doubt.

Every naturalistic or pantheistic process contradictsthe basic scientific
laws of the present: causality, conservation, entropy, etc. There cer-
tainly islittlehumility amongour cosmologists. “ First therewasnothing;
andthenit exploded!” Wehaveinventedthemostinsulting“ god” of all:
nothing (needed).

No one has ever solved the problem of origins. They can’t explain the
origin of design becausethey cannot explain the origin of information.
If wewant to know how the world began, we must get the information
fromtheonly source available: the Designer Himself.

Who hath laid the measuresthereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the
line upon it?

Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone
thereof;

Even today we only beginning to understand the fabric of space, the
nature of matter, and spacetime, etc.

When the morning starssang together, and all the Sons of God shouted for joy?

“Sons of God": These were not “the lines of Seth!” ~jhla yB, Bene
Elohim, isalwaysused of adirect creation of God; here, angels(Cf. Job
1:6;2:1;38:7. IntheNT wefindthesameterminJn1:11,12and Lk 20:36).

Now God turns to the most prominent feature of the planet: the sea
(3/4of thesurface...).

Or who shut up the seawith doors, when it brake forth, asif it had issued out
of the womb?

When | madethecloudthegarment thereof, and thick darknessaswaddlingband
for it,

And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,

And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud
waves be stayed?

What controls the tides within bounds? The greatest geophysical
upheaval ever was the flood of Noah. The geological strataand fossil
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bedsall over theworldbear irrefutablewitnesstoit. Itwasonly through
the specificintervention by God Himself and Hisprovidential carethat
those in the ark were saved.

By another geophysical upheaval, however, He" brakeup” for theflood
waters a “ decreed place” and they were forever “shut up” in the deep
ocean beds opened up to receive them:

Thou coveredst it with the deep aswith a garment: thewater sstood above
themountains. At thy rebuketheyfled; at thevoiceof thy thunder they hasted
away. They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the
place which thou hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound that they
may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover the earth.

Psalm 104:6-9

The earth’ s isostatic balances now preclude another global deluge.

Day and Night

12]

13]

Beginning with this verse, and continuing for four chapters, God's
questions deal with present processes and do constitute the proper
domain of science and its commission to subdue the earth.

The subjectsinclude:
Therotation of the earth (v.12-15);
The springs and pathways of the sea (v.16);
The breadth of the earth (v.18);
Thetravel of light (v.19);
Thedividing of light (24);
Thesourceof rain, andice (v.28-30);
The universal nature of physical laws (v.33);
Electrical transmission of communicationsv.35).

Many of these discoveries were made by the great creationists of the
past: Newton, Maury, Faraday, Morse, etc.

Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the dayspring
to know his place;

Theprecession of theearth causesthesuntoriseinadifferent placeeach
morning according to the seasons.

That it might take hold of theends of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken
out of it?
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14]
15]
16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

21]

22]

23]

24]

It isturned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment.
Andfromthewickedtheir lightiswithholden, and thehigharm shall bebroken.
Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search
of the depth?

The secrets of the deep are till largely hidden from us...

Havethe gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of
the shadow of death?

Deathisstill amystery tous. Sciencehasnot really made adent there.
Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all.
Thisis one areawe can answer, thanks to modern science...
Whereistheway wherelight dwelleth? and asfor darkness, whereistheplace
Elt]rfgte?r&)u shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou shoul dest know

the paths to the house thereof?

Whatislight? It' snatureisstill illusive. [wave?or particle?...thenon-
locality of photons...]

Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the number of thy
daysisgreat?

And herearesomereal corkers, still:

Hast thou entered into thetreasures of the snow? or hast thou seenthetreasures
of the hail,

Crystallography?...

Which | havereserved against thetime of trouble, against the day of battleand
war?

Isthisareferenceto therole of eschatological hailstones (Josh 10:11;
Ex 9:22-26;15a30:30; Ezek 13:11, 13; 38:22; Hag 2:17; Rev 16:21) oristhis
also a hint of some physics yet to be discovered?

By what way isthelight parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth?

All meteorol ogical phenomenaarederived fromthelight from thesun:
the evaporation of water, the clouds, and photosynthesis, etc. Even our
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25]

26]

27]

28]
29]

30]

31]

32]

most elaborate computer modelsfail inthisarea.

Who hath divided awatercoursefor the overflowing of waters, or away for the
lightning of thunder;

[Fractals and Chaos Theory are topicsin advanced mathematics...]

To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, wherein
thereisno man;

To satisfy the desolate and waste ground; and to cause the bud of the tender
herb to spring forth?

Why istherebeauty inthedesert? Or inthedepthsof theseawherethere
isno light to seeit?

Why are flowers beautiful? (They serve no teleological purpose: bees
arecolor blind!)

Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew?

Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath
genderedit?

The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen.

Iceviolatesabasic physical law. Virtually all materials expand when
heated, contract when cooled. Water follows a strange exception by
expanding when it freezes. If it didn’t, life on the earth would prove
impossibleif icedidn’t float and riversfroze from the bottom up.

Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or |oose the bands of Orion?

There are only two constellations in the heavens that are actually
gravitationallylinked: the Pleiadesand Orion. Theother groupingsare
of starsthat are actually quite distant from each other and only appear
to beagrouping... How did the writer know this?

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus
with his sons?

See our briefing pack, The Signs in the Heavens, for areview of the
possible Biblical implications hidden behind what we call the Zodiac.

Ecological Frustrations

33]

Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof
in the earth?
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34]

35]
36]

37]
38]

Canst thou lift up thy voiceto the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover
thee?

Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, and say unto thee, Herewe are?
Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given understanding
to the heart?

God even challenges usto research man’ s ability to do research itself!
Where did the brain come from? Who designed the language and the
machinery of the DNA, etc.?

Who can number the cloudsin wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven,
When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together?

These next three verses belong to the next chapter:

Who Feeds the Animals?

39]

41]

God asks more questions about the biological world than with the
physical.

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the young lions,
When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to liein wait?

Who provideth for theraven hisfood?when hisyoung onescry unto God, they
wander for lack of meat.

God suppliestheir needs. God preservesthespecies; itismanwhowipes
them out.

Job 39

Obstetrical Care

1]
2]
3]

4

Knowest thou thetimewhen thewild goatsof therock bring forth?or canst thou
mark when the hinds do calve?

Canst thou number the monthsthat they fulfil ? or knowest thou thetime when
they bring forth?

They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast out their
SOrrows.

Their young onesarein good liking, they grow up with corn; they goforth, and
return not unto them.

God delightsin their diversity:
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9]

6]

8]

9

10]
11]

12]

13]

14]
15]

16]
17]

18]

Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands of the wild
ass?

Whose house | have made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings.
He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crying of the
driver.

The range of the mountainsis his pasture, and he searcheth after every green
thing.

Who gave them this diversity? Who gave them these instincts? God
did; for His own pleasure.

Will thewild ox [“unicorn”] be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib?

~arrm, the aurochs, or wild ox (Bos primigenius), which inhabited the
Middle East and other regions, but has been extinct since 1625.

Canst thou bind him with hisband in the furrow? or will he harrow thevalleys
after thee?

Wilt thou trust him, because his strengthisgreat? or wilt thou leave thy labour
to him?

Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy
barn?

Theuntameabl enatureof certainanimal sisgiventothemby God, aman
can neither explainit nor changeit.

Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and feathers unto
the ostrich?

God addresses the stupidity of the ostrich, and takes the blame for it.
This has to be one of the most humorous passages in Scripture.

Which leaveth her eggsin the earth, and warmeth them in dust,

And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may break
them.

Sheishardened against her young ones, asthough they werenot hers: her labour
isin vain without fear;

Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to her
understanding.

What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the horse and hisrider.

She can outrun ahorse, yet leaves its eggs exposed out in the open. It
will not take care of itsyoung. But God seemsto likeit that way ...

Therearemany animal sthat seemto point to God’ ssense of humor: the
camel, theduck-billed platypus(whichlookslikeit wasassembled from
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19]
20]
21]

22]
23]
24]

25]

26]

27]
28]

29
30]

1]
2]

leftover parts), etc. [The camel hasbeen called “ahorse designed by a
committee.” The elephant has been described as that horse built to
military specifications!]

Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder?
Canst thou makehim afraid asagrasshopper?theglory of hisnostrilsisterrible.
He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on to meet the
armed men.

Hemocketh at fear, andisnot affrighted; neither turneth heback fromthesword.
The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield.
Heswalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth hethat it
is the sound of the trumpet.

He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the
thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

The horse has aunique character, loving conflict and competition. He
then addresses the hawk and the eagle:

Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south?
Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high?

She dwelleth and abideth on therock, upon the crag of therock, and the strong
place.

From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off.

Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she.

A great deal of emphasison God' sprovisionfortheanimals. Remember
that Jesus highlighted,

Arenot two sparrowssold for afarthing? and one of themshall not fall on
the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all

numbered. Fear yenot ther efor e, yeareof moreval uethan many sparrows.

Matthew 10:29

Job 40

Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said,
Shall hethat contendethwiththe Almighty instruct him?hethat reproveth God,
let him answer it.
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3
4
9]

6]

8]

9
10]

11]

12]

13]
14]

Weéll, Job, areyou abletoarguewith God?How haveyou have donewith
this examination? How many questions could you answer?

Then Job answered the LORD, and said,

Behold, | amvile; what shall | answer thee?1 will lay minehand upon my mouth.
Once have | spoken; but | will not answer: yea, twice; but | will proceed no
further.

“Yes, I'mnotinyour league; I'm out of my depth.” Jobissilenced, but
God isnot finished: God has much to reveal yet.

Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,

Gird up thy loinsnow likeaman: | will demand of thee, and declare thou unto
me.

Wilt thou al so disannul my judgment?wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest
berighteous?

God now bringsmoral judgmentintothediscussion...and Heinvites Job
tomount the Throneof God, asit were, to seewhat hewould dowiththe
problemsthat God faces.

Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?
Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself withglory and
beauty.

Cast abroad therageof thy wrath: and behold every onethatisproud, and abase
him.

God now puts Hisfinger on the problem that isin Job’ sheart: Can he
handle the proud?

Look onevery onethat isproud, and bring himlow; and tread down thewicked
intheir place.

Hide them in the dust together; and bind their facesin secret.

Then will | also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee.

If you can handle these, then you will be able to handle your own
problems and give yourself the victory as you previously claimed.

Next Time: Dinosaurs and Dragons

Arethe fire-breathing dragons of Chinese and other legends myths or
an ancient reality? What are the spiritual implications of the “behe-
moth” in Chapter 40 and the “leviathan” in Chapter 41? They have 44
verses devoted to them, more than the other 12 representative animals
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combined; yet they correspond to no known living animals. Why are
they so prominent in this climactic passage?

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

D

5

How istheissueof creation related to prophecy (2 Peter 3:4)? Why
thereferenceto “willful ignorance” in 3:5?

What are some of the most impressive evidences for creation?
Explorethereferencesto the meteorological cycleintheBible.

Listexamplesof scientificenigmasalludedtointheBook of Jobthat
are unresolved to this day.

List animalsthat reveal God’ s sense of humor.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

D

3

What are the most conspicuous fallacies relating to the theory of
evolution as opposed to creation?

Why was the creation emphasized by God in Hisresponseto Job?

How did God' sfocus on moral judgments by the proud relate to
Job’ s predicament?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

D

Explorethe numerousfactorsthat haveto bein perfect balancefor
lifeto exist: what scientistscall the“ Anthropic Principle.”

Study the lives of the great God-fearing scientists whose discov-

eries set the stage for modern science: Newton, Boyle, Pascal,
Maury, Faraday, Morse, etc.
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Preparation for Next Session:

Study Chapters40& 41. Review any availableinformation ondinosaurs,
and legends of dragons, etc.

Session 7: Job 40

Strange Creatures

When were the dinosaurs on the earth? What is the basis for the many
mythsandlegendsof dragonsintheancient historiesof man? What ever
happened to them?

Dinosaurs did not become extinct “millions” of yearsago. They are
mentionedintheBible. Someof themwerealiveafter theFlood of Noah;
they are mentioned in the Book of Job.

Review: Job 40

Life hasaway of overturning some of our convictions of our youth.
Carl Jung, the famous Austrian psychologist, put it thisway:

Inthe second half of lifethe necessity isimposed of recognizing no longer
the validity of our former idealsbut of their contraries; of perceiving the
error inwhat waspreviously our conviction; of sensing theuntruthinwhat
was our truth, and of weighing the degree of opposition, and even of
hostility, in what we took to be love.

That is what God is teaching Job now, helping him to see that his
righteousnesswasan external matter only, andthat internally therewas
adeep and serious problem.

God began by revealing hiscreativewisdominall that Hehad made, in

the manifold forces of nature, and he subjected Job to a penetrating
examination on natural subjects.
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1]
2]

3]
4
5]

6]

8]

9
10]

Job 40

Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said,

Shall hethat contendethwiththe Almighty instruct him?hethat reproveth God,
let him answer it.

Then Job answered the LORD, and said,

Behold, | amvile; what shall | answer thee?l will lay minehand upon my mouth.
Once have | spoken; but | will not answer: yea, twice; but | will proceed no
further.

Job came to the end of the first session with his hand on his mouth:
silenced, but not convinced. Now God takes up the argument again and
brings up another matter with Job:

Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
Gird up thy loinsnow likeaman: | will demand of thee, and declare thou unto
me.

Again, prepare yourself for a confrontation!

Wilt thou al so disannul my judgment?wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest
berighteous?

Can you handle the moral government of the earth? Job has already
admitted that heisnot in God’ s league when it cometo understanding
theworldof natureor caringfor theanimals. What about themoral realm?
That iswhere he had been charging God with afault.

In this next session, God invites Job to mount the Throne of God—
rhetorically speaking—and seewhat hewould dowiththeproblemsGod
has to face.

Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?
Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself withglory and
beauty.

Pride Is the Real Issue

11]
12]

13]
14]

Cast abroad therage of thy wrath: and behold every onethat isproud, and abase
him.

L ook on every onethat isproud, and bring him low; and tread down thewicked
intheir place.

Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret.

Then will | also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee.
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(Prideitself may be, thus, morethefocusof the forthcoming subject than
simply the strange specific animalswhich follow!)

God brings before us two amazing creatures: aland animal and a sea
creature.

Background

This oldest book of the Bible records the existence of several large,
unusual creatures. In a passage describing a dozen representative
animals, wefind more space, 44 versesin fact, devoted to two animals
that apparently are now extinct. Why?

Oneof thesewasahugeland animal calleda“ behemoth”?! that wasalso
extremely powerful, thelargest of all theland animals,? and impossible
to capture. Thus, they both, ashighly feared creatures, may have been
chosento exemplify untameableevil, and perhapsmore... Butthey are
real: God described their diet, their physical strength, their habitat, and
their fierceness.

The Behemoth

15]

16]
17]

18]
19]

Behold now behemoth, which | made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox.

Somethink that the Behemothiseither the hippopotamus, an el ephant,
or a rhinoceros, even though these naive conjectures can be easily
refuted fromthetext. Butfanciful attemptstoidentify himwithexisting
animalsareludicrous. Noknown living animalsconformtothecharac-
teristicsenumerated. But thismyopiaconfined to thefamiliar doesnot
really fitthetext. Furthermore, hecan’t beamythical creature: God made
him. (A Brachiosaurus?)

Lo now, hisstrength isin hisloins, and hisforceisin the navel of hisbelly.
Hemoveth histail like acedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together.

Have you ever examined thetail of the elephant or the hippopotamus?
Itissmall stringy thing, hardly “like acedar.”

His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron.
He isthe chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to
approach unto him.
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20]
21]

22]

23]

24]

“Chief of thewaysof God” ? Thiscertainly fitsthemighty dinosaur (yet
thismay beintendedtogofar beyond areferencetoany normal animal).

Surely themountainsbring himforthfood, whereall thebeastsof thefield play.
He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and fens.

“Fens’ = swamps. They arestill seenin such areas! See below.
Theshady treescover himwiththeir shadow; thewillowsof thebrook compass
him about.

Behold, hedrinketh up ariver, and hasteth not: he trusteth that he can draw up
[a] Jordan into his mouth.

Hebrew: “aJordan”: used as an illustration of aswift running current.

He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares.

As a“super-serpent,” he may well have been a grim reminder of the
Nachash of Genesis3...

Job 41

The Leviathan

Having spoken of the greatest terrestrial animal, now God also de-
scribes atype of sea dragon which istranslated “leviathan.®”

Somethink that thisreferstoacrocodileor awhale. (Or perhapsa‘“ croco-
whale’?) Again, thishardly fitsthetext.

And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth,
which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every
winged fowl after hiskind: and God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:21

The Hebrew tanniynistranslated “whales,” but in 20 other placesitis
translated “dragons,” “sea monster,” or “serpent.”*

While the text is ostensibly referring to a creature now extinct, many
contemporary reports continue. There are numerous documented re-
ports of contemporary sightings of dinosaur-like creaturesall over the
world, particularly insuchlarge scale swampssuch asthe 55,000 sg. mi.
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3
4
9]
6]

8]
9

10]
11]

12]
13]

14]
15]
16]
17]

18]

LikoualaswampinCongoand Zaireand similar locales. Infact,in1977
Japanese fishermen pulled up, from 900 ft down, theremainsof alarge
plesiosaur-like creature, 32 ft long, weighing 900 | bs.

[For numerous photographs and other background materials, contact
KentHovind at Creation Science Evangelismin Pensacol a, Florida, (850)
479-3466 or hiswebsite, www.drdino.com.]

Let’ssimply allow thetext itself to layout thefull picture...

Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which
thou lettest down?

Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn?
Will hemakemany supplicationsuntothee?will he speak soft wordsuntothee?
Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for aservant for ever?
Wilt thou play with him aswith abird? or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens?
Shall the companions make a banquet of him? shall they part him among the
merchants?

Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons? or his head with fish spears?

Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more.

Behold, the hope of himisin vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight
of him?

Noneis so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me?

Who hath prevented me, that | should repay him?whatsoever isunder thewhole
heavenismine.

I will not conceal his parts, hor his power, nor his comely proportion.

Who candiscover thefaceof hisgarment?or who cancometohimwithhisdouble
bridle?

Who can open the doors of his face? his teeth are terrible round about.

His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal.

One is so near to another, that no air can come between them.

They are joined one to another, they stick together, that they cannot be
sundered.

By hisneesingsalight doth shine, and hiseyesareliketheeyelidsof themorning.

It’ sclear that theleviathan wasimpregnabl e to human effortsto slay or
capturehim. (Zoosarefull of crocodiles; infact, they have been hunted
so successfully that they are considered an endangered species! The
same appliesto whales.)

Fire Breathing?

He apparently was afire-breathing monster with a hide that could not
be pierced with sword, spears, or hooks.
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19] Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out.
20] Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron.
21] Hisbreath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.

It is interesting that some dinosaur fossils have been excavated that
show a strange protuberance with an internal cavity on the top of the
head. It has been suggested that this might have served as a mixing
chamber for combustibl e gasesthat would ignitewhen exhaled into the
outside oxygen.

The Bombardier Beetle

Thereisaground beetle, (BrachinusinNorth America, and Pherosophus
in Africa, Asia, and the East), of the Family Carabidae, that has an
internal cavity in which they secrete a defensive fluid which, when
expelled fromthe posterior end of theabdomen, volatilizesexplosively
into agas at high temperature when it comesinto contact with the air,
surprising its predators, and the smoke cloud blindsthem, providing an
opportunity for escape from its enemies.®

Itisextremely rel evant that themany dragon legendsthroughout history
also aludetothis“fire-breathing” characteristic.

Dragons Throughout History

The term “dragon” comes from the Greek drakon, which was used
originaly for any largeserpent. (Theterm*dinosaur” isderivedfromthe
Greek meaning “terriblelizard,” aludingtoitsgiganticsize.)

The notion that dinosaurs were extinct “millions of yearsago” doesn’t
seem to explain the prevalence of the “dragons’ so prevalent through-
out early history.

Thedragon of mythology, despitewhatever shapeit later assumed, was
essentially a serpent.

In the Middle East, the serpent or dragon was symbolic of evil. The
Egyptian god Apepi was the great serpent of the world of darkness.

The Greeks and the Romans also at times conceived the drakontes as
beneficent powers dwelling in the inner parts of the Earth. Their
protectiveandterror-inspiring qualitiesledtotheir adaptationaswarlike
emblems on shields, prows of ships, etc.
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22]
23]

24]
25]

26]

27]
28]
29]
30]
31]
32]
33]

The Chaldean dragon tiamat had four legs, a scaly body and wings.

TheChinesedragon, lung, wasamajestic mythol ogical beast that dwelt
in rivers, lakes, oceans, and roamed the skies. They were generally
depicted as four-legged animals with scales, snakelike body, horns,
claws, and large, demonic eyes. They were regarded as the source of
power and commonly adopted asimperial emblems.

Ancient Chinese cosmogonists defined four types:

e TenlLung,"Celestial Dragon,” whoguardstheheavenly dwellings
of the gods;

e FuTsang Lung, “Dragon of Hidden Treasure”;

e Ti Lung, “Earth Dragon,” who controls the waterways; and

e Shenlung,the" Spiritual Dragon,” who control sthewindsandrain.

Both Chineseand Japanesedragonsare usually wingless, but werealso
regarded as being able to change their size at will, even to the point of
becominginvisible. Itisremarkablethatthey werea soreferredtoasthe
“power of theair,” which isalso aprovocative Biblical reference.®

Infact, some of the referencesto theleviathan could not apply literally
toany animal, eventhisone. They seemtoapply ultimately to Satan, and
tohimalone.

Y et, the leviathan was areal animal, and not amythical creature, asis
clearly asserted in Psalm 104:25 in addition to this passage in Job.

In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned into joy before him.
The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they
cannot be moved.

Hisheart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone.
When heraiseth up himself, themighty are afraid: by reason of breakingsthey
purify themselves.

The sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor the
habergeon.

He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood.

Thearrow cannot make him flee: slingstones are turned with himinto stubble.
Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the shaking of a spear.

Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire.
Hemaketh the deep to boil like apot: he maketh the sealike apot of ointment.
He maketh a path to shine after him; one would think the deep to be hoary.
Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear.

34] He beholdeth al high things: heisaking over all the children of pride.
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Whoops! All alongit seemsthat God wasinterweaving thedescriptions
of agiant seacreatureand Satan himself. Heretherecertainly seemsto
bemoreinview thansimply an earthly creature. Istherealsoaspiritual
application here?

Review from Another Dimension

Somethink that these creatures are mythical, legendary creatures, like
theunicornor thedragon. Butwhileitismorelikely that thesemay well
have been actual creatures, they may also symbolized that which is
invisible and supernatural.

Scripturehasmany examplesof suchrhetorical devices: | saiah, Daniel,
Zechariah, and Revelation arefull of examplesof beaststhat rise up out
of thesea, or out of theearth, that signify far morethanany natural animal ;
movements, leaders, invisible and supernatural powers.

Anexampleoccursinlsaiah 27:

Inthat day theLORD with hissoreand great and strong sword shall punish
leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and
he shall slay the dragon that isin the sea.

Isaiah27:1

Itisinteresting that the literal Hebrew names are significant:
timhB Behemoth, is the plural for “beasts’: perhaps suggesting many
of theland beasts|umpedtogether. Or, denotatively, thebrachiosaurus,

or some early member of what we commonly call dinosaurs.

Ity leviathan, the “folded one”; asthat twisted, folded serpent called
“the dragon that isin the sea” in Isaiah.

The Beasts of Revelation 13

Therearetwo“ beasts’” which emergein Revelation 13: 1% fromthe sea;
2" from the earth. Behind each of these is the great Red Dragon of
Revelation 12:

...that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth thewhole
world: hewascast outintotheearth, and hisangel swerecast out withhim.
Revelation12:9
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Satan is, indeed:
...theaccuser of our brethreniscast down, which accused thembeforeour
God day and night.
Revelation12:10

Satan accuses us as he did Job, and God may allow himto test usashe
did Job. Christ allowed him to test Peter:

AndtheLord said, Smon, Smon, behold, Satan hath desired to haveyou,
that hemay sift you aswheat: But | have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

Luke22:31, 32

Noticethat it wasthat “thy faith fail not” that Jesus prayed for. But the
Lordisour Defense Counsel. Cf. Heb 7:25; 1 John 2:1-2.

TheNachash, or“ ShiningOne” of Genesis3is, of course, well known.”
Here we encounter the “anointed cherub” that was rendered a serpent
as aresult of the curse.

Personal Application

19]

19]

TheBehemothistotally self-sufficient (Cf. vv.15-18). Notev.19:

(KJV) Heisthechief of thewaysof God: hethat made him can makehissword
to approach unto him.

TheHebrew isdifficult. The New English Biblerendersit:

(NEB) Heisthe chief of God's works, made to be atyrant over his peers.
Hereisananimal that seemsto stand for thedesiretoruleover everyone
else; a tyranny over all: self confidence, self-sufficiency, self-

centeredness.

What better description of that enemy withinus, our geneticinheritance
from Adam: thefleshitself.

Leviathan Re-examined

The passage describing the “leviathan” in Job also goes beyond his
denotativezool ogical characteristicsand alludesmetaphorically tohim
asamalevolent evil spirit.® Infact, “Hebeholdeth all highthings: heis
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kingover al thechildren of pride.”® This secondary allusion technique
is repeatedly employed to describe the background and career of
Satan.® He, indeed, isthe father of the children of pride.

IntheBook of Revelation, Satanisal sopresented asthe” Red Dragon.” 1t
Thisidentification with the“ dragon” seemsto be also picked upinthe
propheciesin Isaiah:'?

In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish
leviathan thepiercing ser pent, evenleviathanthat crooked serpent; and heshall
slay the dragon that isin the sea.

Inthe Book of Revelation, we also view Satan’ s doom:

And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the
bottomlesspitandagreat chaininhishand. Andhelaid holdonthedragon,
that old serpent, which isthe Devil, and Satan, and bound himathousand
years, And cast himinto the bottomless pit, and shut himup, and set a seal
uponhim, that heshoul d deceivethenationsnomore, till thethousand years
should befulfilled: and after that he must beloosed a little season... And
the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
wherethebeast and thefal se prophet are, and shall betormented day and
night for ever and ever.

Revelation 20:1-3, 10

The Reality

Sotherereally existsareal “dragon” far morefearful than any “cloned
dinosaur” of Jurassic Park fame. Hisdestiny, fortunately, is sealed as
result of theempty tombthat wecel ebrateeach Easter morning. Thenext
time someone brings up “dinosaurs,” then why not really get into it.
(After all, hebrought it up.) It can be agreat witnessing opportunity if
you do your homework.

InChapter 41 weencounter theL eviathan, awater animal that someinfer
may al sorefer tothe untameableworld system. Cf. Job41:1-6. Cf. The
Whorethat “ sitsonmany waters’ (Rev 17:1), whichareidentifiedas“ are
peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues’ (17:15). How
unconquerableitis(Job41:7-9). Godinterjectsaparenthetical challenge
(vv.10, 11), analogousto Jeremiah’ squip:

Ifthou hast runwiththefootmen, and they havewearied thee, then how canst

thou contend with horses?
Jeremiah12:5
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God dealswith him all the time; how is Job going to handle him? God
emphasizes the Leviathan's ability to defend himself (vv.12-17). It
obviously portrays a deeply entrenched, well-defended system that
cannot be overthrown. And of awesome fierceness and frightening
power (vv.18-25)...invulnerableandirresistible(vv.26-32).

Hiskey attributeispride (vv.33, 34). Thisiswhat Job isup against: the
“king over all the sons of pride.”

At last God has brought Job to an awareness that these are the very
things Job hasin his own heart and life, and they describe forces over
which he has no control.

At thispoint God hasmadeclear to Job what wewereinformed of at the
very beginning of this book: behind his sickness and his protracted
agony likesan intense struggle with Satanic power. Weknow that, but
hedoesnot. Now, atlast, heisgivenastrong hint that thereason behind
hisillnessisnot hisownfailureor hisownwillful misdeeds, but aserious
problem so embedded in his nature that he is not even aware that it
exists—yet it isdestroying him.

Thisiswhat God hasto deal with, and thisiswhat he dealswith in us.
Job’ sfirst reactionisanew view of God Himself.
That will be our concluding topic next time.

* * *

For more comprehensive information on dinosaurs, etc., contact: Kent
Hovind, Creation Science Evangelism, 29 CummingsRoad, Pensacola
FL,32503(859) 479-3466, www.drdino.com. And, Institutefor Creation
Research, 10946 N. Woodside Avenue, Santee, CA 92071.

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) List the various theories concerning the identities of the
“behemoth” and contrast them with Scripture. Likewise, the
“leviathan.”
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Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Why dothesetwo creatureshave moreversesdevotedtothemthan
the previous ten?

2 How might they both be allusions to more than the animals them
selves?

3 What arethepossible spiritual applications of these two animals?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Exploretherole of dragon legends throughout history.

Preparation for Next Session:

Study Chapters38-42for thefinal climacticreview.

Notes:

1. TheHebrew term literally implies “beasts.” Job 40:15-24.

2. Job40:15, 19.

3. Job41:1-34. Also, Psalm 74:14; 104:26.

4, 1sa34:13; Micah 1:8; Malachi 1:3.

5. Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol 5, p.516; Vol 21, p. 656.

6. Eph2:2

7. Gen3:1?

8. Job41:3-4,9, 25, 33.

9. Job41:34.

10. Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:11-19. In each of these passages, the scope
clearly goes beyond the King of Babylon and the King of Tyre, respectively,
to the power that lies behind them.

11. Rev12:7-9

12. Isa27:1
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Session 8: Job 42
“The End of the Lord”

Y HWH hastreated Job to atour of the moral problems of the universe.
Using the symbolism of thetwo great beasts, Behemoth and L eviathan,
God hasgiven him aglimpse of thedepth of evil in humanity: what the
NT calls“the mystery of lawlessness.”

We make no advance from century to century; from generation to
generationwestrugglewith thesamemoral problemssincethe dawn of
human history.

AsJoblearnstheproblemsinhisownheart, problemsthat God must deal
with continually, he bows his head before this breathtaking vision of
God’s power, wisdom, and glory, and repents in dust and ashes.

Job 42

Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden
from thee.

Noticethenew view of God: “ | know Hecandoeverything...” Hisview
isexpanded tremendously; he seestheabsol ute sovereignty of God. All
that Hedoesisright; alwaysacting consistent with Hischaracter of love.
He also hasanew view of himself.

Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge?

[Heisquoting God' sfirst addresstohim“...thereforehavel utteredthat
| understood not; things too wonderful for me, which | knew not.”]

Hear, | beseech thee, and | will speak: | will question [demand of] thee, and
declare thou unto me.

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore | abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

Theinner eyeof Job’ sheart seesthenature of God. Theresult? “ | abhor
myself...” Now that isrepentance!
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Headmitsthat heisignorant. Y ouwereright about me. | do not know
enough to challenge the wisdom of the Almighty. | speak without
knowing what | am talking about.

Headmitsthat heisarrogant. Somethingwithinmehasbeenproud, lifted
up, self-righteous, confident that | wasright. | havebeenwrongall along.
| despise myself.

Job has finally given up trying to defend and justify himself, so God
beginsto heal him and to pour into hislife blessing he never dreamed
of.

Thisisthewholestory of Scripture: “ Blessed arethepoor inspirit [those
who are bankrupt in themselves] for theirsisthe kingdom of heaven.”

Godwill now begintoheal alifethat repentsbeforeHimandwill fill itwith
blessing and honor and glory and power. Nothing can comparewiththe
glory and joy of discovering arelationship with God Himself.

That iswhat wewill seeinthisclosing section of the Book of Job. Here
heis, confessing his sin and discovering the gift of forgiveness.

Judgment of the Ash-heap Trio

7] Anditwasso, that after theL ORD had spoken thesewordsunto Job, theL ORD

saidto Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath iskindled against thee, and against thy
two friends: for ye have not spoken of methething that isright, asmy servant
Job hath.

This must have been a stunning shock to Eliphaz and his two friends!
They must have been confident that they had been defending the
righteousness of God, zeal ousof Hishonor, upholding Hissovereignty
among men, and scathing intheir denunciation of human prideand evil.
Now, to hear that they are being charged by god Himself with defaming
Him! Thismust have been ablow to their pride.

What was it that offended God so? They had formulated a theory of
suffering in which God was nothing but an arbitrator of justice, agreat
cosmic judge who visited punishment upon those who did wrong,
without exception and instantly.

He rewarded those who did right with prosperity and blessing, also
instantly. A judgelittle concerned with compassion, love, mercy, and

Page 110

patience. Their view of Godwasvery distant and distorted fromreality.
Many Christiansarelike this. They see God as stern and harsh. Job’s
three friends said nothing about His mercy, His compassion, His
patience, Hiswillingnessto reach out to men and yearning for them to
repent.

God sendstherain upon thejust and the unjust alike. Hisblessingsare
not withheld from those who arewrong and rebellious. “ The goodness
of God isdesigned to lead to repentance” (Rom 2:4).

The*“ash-heap trio” charged Job with hypocrisy, and outright wicked-
ness, without any basisin fact whatsoever. They charged this man—
whom God Himself sai d wasuprightin hisconduct—with somedeepand
terrible sin in his heart. In doing so, they represented themselves as
being agentsof God. God takesoffenseat that becausein doing sothey
were actually doing the devil’swork. Thedevil is*“the accuser of the
brethren.” They unwittingly had becomehisinstrumentstotorment Job.

Eliphaz the Eloquent: Based on his own observation and experience,
“Job suffers because he has sinnned.”

Bildad the Brutal: Restson tradition, “ Job isahypocrite.”

Zophar theZealous. Restson assumptionsof orthodox dogma, “ Jobis
awicked man.”

[Then a4 Elihu...] Anintercessor morethan ajudge...

Throughout we never have seen any recognition that Job had said
anything right. However, twicein thisaccount God says that Job said
what wasright about Him.

1) Themoment that God showed him the sin deeply embeddedin his
heart, heimmediately repented. No hesitation, noargument, noself-
defense.

2 Jobwasawaystruetothefactsashesaw them. Hedid not seethem
very clearly, andtherearethingsabout himsel f and about God’ srule
in the universe he never understood, but he was always honest
about what he could see. No distorting or twisting of factstofitan
inadeguate theology.
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9

3 Hetook hisproblemtoGod, eventhough Godwashisproblem. His
three friends never pray for Job.

4)  When Job doesrepent, he declareswithout reservation that Godis
truly God, that Heis holy and wise and just and good, even when
heseemsto beotherwise. Ultimately that isthe highest expression
of faith: wedo not trust our human observationastowhat isreality.
Wedo not assumewe haveall thefactsby whichwe canjudgeand
condemn God.

Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my
servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job
shall pray for you: for him will | accept: lest | deal with you after your folly,
in that ye have not spoken of methething which isright, like my servant Job.

How humiliating. However, there is no resisting, no argument, no
hesitation.

Sevenisthenumber of completeness. Thebull isthepictureof service,
even unto death. Theram, of energy. Job isto pray for them (they had
never prayed for Job!)

Noticetheinsistenceonintercessory prayer. No pardonwithout prayer
onyour behalf. Prayerisnotaway toget Godtodowhat wewant. Prayer
istheway God enlistsusin what Heisdoing. Without prayer He will
not do anything. Without Him, we can’t. Without us, Hewon't.

Jamesreminds us, “Y ou have not because ye ask not.” How impover-
ished our livesare, and thelivesof our friendsand family, becausewe
underpray.

Herealsoisabeautiful pictureof forgiveness. Job probably prayed: “O
Lord, herearethesethreefriendsof mine. Thehavebeen stubborn, hard-
headed, foolish, ignorant—justlikel was. Y ouforgavemeand now | ask
youtoforgivethemaswell.” Cf. Ephesians4:32; Col 3:13.

So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite
went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also
accepted Job.

Job Restored

10] AndtheLORD turned the captivity of Job, when heprayed for hisfriends: also

the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.
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11]

12]

13]

14]

15]

Jamescallsthis“theendof theLord” (James5:11). ThiswasHispurpose
from the beginning. God isunchanging, compassionate and merciful.
He wantsto revea His heart to Job—and to us.

For the Lord will not cast off for ever: But though he cause grief, yet will
he have compassionaccordingtothe multitudeof hismercies. For hedoth
not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.

Lamentations 3:31-33

God does not willingly afflict or grieve the sons of men. Hewill do it
because He loves us and we need it

Then came there unto him all hisbrethren, and all hissisters, and all they that
had been of hisacquaintancebefore, and did eat bread with himin hishouse: and
they bemoaned him, and comforted him over al the evil that the LORD had
brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one
an earring of gold.

So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than hisbeginning: for he had

(vs. 1:3)
14,000 sheep, and 7,000
6,000 camels, and a 3,000
1,000 yoke of oxen, and a 500
1,000 she asses. 500

He had also seven sons and three daughters.

Why weren’t these“ doubled” also? They were: hehadn’treally lost the
previousones! They will bewith himinheaven (Cf. 2 Samuel 12:23).

And hecalled thenameof thefirst, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia;
and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch.

hmymy Yemimah, dove. Peace.
h[ycq Qetsiy'ah, cassia, arareperfume. Cf. Ex 30:24; Ps45:8; Ezek 27:19.
%IPh!rq Qeren Hap-puwk, “Horn of adornment.”

Paul saysthat suffering has this effect on those who learn to take it as
evidence of God'slove:

...but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh

patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
Romans5:3, 4

Andin all theland were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and
their father gave them inheritance among their brethren.
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16]

17]

After thislived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw hissons, and hissons’
sons, even four generations.
So Job died, being old and full of days.

Job was probably about 70 when the book opened, so heisnow areally
old man. God hasreally blessed him.

And Godinvitesusasotoforget thedistrust, thefears, the anxieties of
the past, and resentments of the present—the grudges, the criticisms,
the hurts from others. Put them al at the Cross and begin again.

The question this book puts before usis, “ On what basisam | going to
live my life? Will it be on the old basis of self-sufficiency and do-it-
yourself goodnesshbefore God, trying my best to be pleasing to God, but
never realizing thedepthsof evil withwhich | havetodeal ?Or will itbe
to accept that gift of God which iswaiting for meevery day, freshfrom
Hishand: thegift of forgiveness, of righteousness, and of arelationship
inwhich Heismy dear father and | am His cherished, beloved son?’

If so, my life can also be characterized by peace, fragrance, and beauty
as hiswas. And so can yours.

The Lessons from Job

TheBook of Jobisfar too complex for a“onceover lightly” treatment.
To probe some of its deeper lessons, we really must review the entire
account again.

As the oldest book of the Bible, Job was probably a contemporary of
Abraham, althoughhedidnot liveinthePromised Land; helivedinaland
called Uz, of whichweknow relatively little. Y et hisfaith and insights
reflects a heritage which had been handed down from Adam and Eve,
through Noah and hissons. And it is surprisingly consistent with the
greater revelation of Scripture as we find it in the Old and New
Testaments.

One of the many lessons of this book iswhat we find in every book of
the Bible: it strips away our illusions and presents life asit really is.

[Nothing is more valuable than a valid perspective. One of the most

painful—but essential—blessings is the stripping away of our delu-
sions and erroneous presuppositions! That iswhy it isso important to
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let the Spirit of God set us straight by the Word of God, correcting our
thinking and “renewing our minds’ (Rom 12:2).]

The first surprise to confront usin the Book of Job is the behind-the-
scenespeek at what promptedtheentiredrama. Wediscover that alarger
cosmicdramaishbeing played out behind our ownfrustrations, suddenly
adverse circumstances, perverse people, and other troubles.

Life Is Not a Spectator Sport!

We begin to get a glimpse of the powerful team of evil which is also
directed at us and we discover that we, too, are the focus of his attack.
We are no longer sitting in the bleachers: we, too, are in the middl e of
the game.

Andwe make atragic mistaketo seethesituation only intermsof what
isvisibletous. We must never forget what we were shownin thefirst
chapter asweface the problemsin our own lives. We tend to presume
that we deserveto haveagood timeand enjoy ourselves; that lifeyields
to us what we have earned. But nothing could be further from the
Christian position.

Wearenot hereto haveagoodtime. God givesussomegood times, but
every oneof themcomesasa gift of Hisloveand grace! They arenever
something we really deserve.

Weare hereto fight against the powers of darkness (Eph 6:10-12). We
areheretobeengagedin continual combat with powerful forcesseeking
to control human history. That continually frustrates our attempts to
planour careers, our lives, our retirement... That iswhy God hastaught
uswhat isreally going on behind the scenesright at the very beginning
of this book.

Something Deeper

The primary lesson of Job iswhat the book reveal s about the nature of
humanevil.

Aswehavegonethroughthemany discoursesof Job's“friends’ wesee
them view wicked peoplein termsof murderers, thieves, rapists, forni-
cators, cruel tyrants, etc.—unjust, wretched people. “These” are the
wicked, as Job’'s counselors see them.
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But as we begin to understand more clearly, the things they point out
aswickedarereally only thefruit of something deeper in human nature:
they emerge from a deep-seated root of pride that expresses itself as
independence, self-sufficiency: “I canrunmy ownlife; I’ vegot what it
takes; | don’t need help from anybody.”

Jesus summarized it thisway:

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thefts, fal se witness, blasphemies...
Matthew 15:19

All evil comesfromtheroot of pride(Isaiah 14:12-16), whichisevil inits
purest form. What weal solearnfromthisbook isthat prideisexpressed,
not only intermsof murder, thievery, and robbery, but al so—aswehave
seen in Job's three friends—as bigotry; pompousness; self-righteous
legalism; critical judgmental attitudes; condemnation of others; harsh,
sarcastic wordsand vengeful, vindictive actions against someone el se.
Human evil is not confined to the criminals of theland: itis presentin
every heart, without exception (Jeremiah 17:9). Prideistheroot of al sin
and it can expressitself in many various ways.

The Nature of Faith

Job thought he was exercising faith when he obeyed God and id what
wasright, whenitwasclearly inhisbest intereststodo so. Many people
today think they areexercising great faithwhenthey simply believeGod
isthere; when they livetheir lives day by day with the recognition that
God iswatching and is present in their affairs. They do right because
they know that if they do not they will betintotrouble. Thisis, of course,
aformof faith, butitisaweak faith. They liveat alevel of serving God
only when it isin their best interests to do so.

This is the very accusation that Satan hurled at God when Job was
discussed. “ Job only servesyou becauseyoutake careof him. Remove
your hand of blessingand he' Il curseyoutoyour face.” Cf.Job 1:9-11.
Many are like that: the moment blessing ceases, or difficulty or trial
comes along, they want to quit. (The lack of a persistent, enduring
witness by visible leaders is among the greatest discouragements
among the Body.)

Thekind of faith that makestheworld sit up and take noticeisrevealed
aswe serve God when itisdifficult to do so—when serving Himisthe

Page 116

hardest thing we can do. Thisis what the Book of Job is all about.
Remember Gethsemane. “Not my will, but thinebedone.” Thisiswhat
we seein Job. Though he trembles, though hefalters, though hefails,
the last thing he does is cling in helplessness to God. Job ultimately
becomesan exampleof faith.

Great faithisexercisedwhenwefeel wearebeingtheleast faithful! When
we are so weak that we cannot do anything but cling. Inthat moment
al heavenislooking and rejoicing at the greatness of our faith.

The Nature of Fallen Man

All thisrevealsthetrue nature of fallen man: man, intheflesh, appears
at his best in the person of Job.Asthe book opens we have a beautiful
pictureof ahighly respected and greatly honored man: asincere, moral,
devoted, selfless, godly man who spends his time doing good deeds,
hel ping many people, obviously intent upon doing what God wants. A
deserving man. Many arelikethat, who are not even Christian, and yet
live on those terms.

But thisbook isdesigned to strip away outward appearances and show
Jobasheredlyis. Hefinally cameto see himself asself-deceived. He
imagined hehadtheresourcesin himself tohandlelifeanditsproblems.
We too imagine we have the power to stand and be true to what we
believe. Weareboastful, like Peter, who said to Jesus, “ | will never deny
you. | will lay downmy lifefor you.” Hemeant every word of it. Yet,
when the hour of temptation came, he folded.

Thisbook reveal sthat Job, too, discovered hewasalover of statusand
prestige. Helonged for “thegood old days” asthey werestripped away
fromhim. Whenall that wasstri pped away hewasquerulous, angry, and
upset because he had been denied what he thought was his right.

Wediscover that Job’ sself-vindication and sel f-j ustificationmakesGod
look lessthanHeis. Thisistheterribleevil of that attitude. It robsGod
of Hisglory. Paul remindsus, “Noflesh shall glory in Hispresence” (1
Cor 1:29). [Every sin, every error, derives from a false view of the
character of God.]

The Cause(s) of Suffering

One(of theseveral) great themesof thisbook isthereason for suffering
inthe Christian life. None of us protest when we aretold that suffering
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issent by Godto punishwrongdoers. Weview that asappropriate. (We
have somewewould liketo add to Hislist.) That satisfiesour sense of
justice—except when we happen to be on the receiving end: thenitis
manifestly unfair.

We can even handle it when the Bible teaches that suffering is sent to
awaken us when we tend to go astray. “Pain is God’s megaphone to
rouseadeaf world,” quipsour friend, C. S. Lewis. But thatisnot all that
theBook of Jobteachesusabout suffering; thereissomethingfar greater
than that.

The book reveals something that should have been obviousto usfrom
the Gospels: the fact that Jesus suffered. Hedid not suffer because He
was a wrongdoer. He did not suffer because He needed to have His
attention captured by God. Y et Hislife wasfilled with suffering from
beginning to end: rejection, misunderstanding, disappointment, cru-
elty, harshwords, unjust treatment—all theway through. AstheOT also
emphasized, He was “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”
(Isaiah53:3).

Why did He suffer? He suffered because suffering is also a way of
allowing God to demonstrate that Satan isa liar and a cheat. Satan’'s
premise, that wasthe underlying challengeinthisbook: that men serve
God only because God blessesthem. “If you removetheblessing, men
will curseGodtoHisface.” Mandoesnot seeany intrinsicvaluein God
Himself. Only man’ sself-interest makeshim serve.

Far too many believer have confirmed that God-demeaning perspective
of Satan. Suffering is sent to prove that Satan is wrong: God will be
served even when Hedoesnot blessany longer: becauseHeisGod, and
Heisworthy of the praise, and the honor, and the service of mankind.
That is why Jesus suffered. He suffered as a demonstration to all
mankind that God was still God and was worthy no matter what
happened.

Job teaches usthat suffering is ameans by which evil isanswered and
God isvindicated. It leadsto ahigh and holy and glorious privilege to
granted to some of us to uphold the glory of God in the midst of the
accusations of the devil in thisworld.

Some of ussuffer becausewe eminently deserveit. Sometimesit come

to awaken us. But sometimes it is granted to us as a high and holy
privilegeto be part of what Paul calls sharing the sufferings of Christ,
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“fillingupthat whichislackinginthesufferingsof Christ, for Hisbody’'s
sake, whichisthechurch (Col 1:24).”

But There’'s More

TheBook of Job alsoteachesus, through the symbolism of thetwo great
beasts, Behemoth and L eviathan, how God handlesevil. Theworld, the
flesh, aswell asthe devil.

But the greatest theme of all: the revealing of the character of God
Himself. Many see God as a cold, impersonal Being, distant from us,
uncaring; often ruthlessand vindictive, powerful, but without compas-
sion. “The God of the Old Testament,” in contrast to that of the New
Testament.

But thisbook teaches usthat God is always exactly the same: compas-
sionately aware of our problems, deeply concerned about us, carefully
controlling everything that touches us; patient, forgiving, and ulti-
mately responsible for everything that happens.

TheBook of Job openswiththreemain characters: God, Satan, and Job.
It closeswith Satan faded intothebackground, compl etely disappeared.
Job is kneeling as God declares, “OK, Job, I'm responsible. Any
questions?” And as Job beginsto glimpsethat God isworking out His
vast, cosmic purposes, he has no questions to ask whatsoever.

“The End of the Lord”

Thefinal view of Godinthisbook isof aBeing of incrediblewisdomand
power that isweaving atapestry far beyond thedreamsandimaginations
of mereman; andthat Heisworking out magnificent purposesof infinite
joy that Hewill givetousifwewait for Hisendsto befully accomplished.

Thebook alludesto atimewhen “the sons of God shouted with joy” at
the creation of the world.

But the NT looks to the time when “the sons of God will be revealed”
(Rom 8:19), and all creation will shout in agreater glory than wasever
hailed at creation. It will be anew creation and how “the sufferings of
thispresent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that will
berevealedinus’ (Rom 8:18).Thereis no higher honor than these:
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Blessed areye, whenmen shall revileyou, and per secuteyou, and shall say
all manner of evil against youfal sely, for my sake. Rejoice, and beexceeding
glad: for greatisyour rewardinheaven: for so per secuted they the prophets
which wer e before you.

Matthew 5:11, 12

WeneedtoseelifeasGod seesit. Never againinall eternity will weever
again havethe privilege of bearing suffering for Hisname' ssakeinthe
day of reproach. What an honor if it be extended to any of us!

InHisName, indeed!

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Whatarethemostimportant|essonsfromtheBook of Job?Inwhat
way istheissue of suffering not the primary focus of this book?

2 Listatleast ten reasonswhy Christians have trials, and give
examples.

3 Listthe other major occasionsin which Satan was specifically
defeated by the faith of one of God’s chosen.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Why dothemanifestly innocent suffer? How doesthe Book of Job
deal with that ostensible paradox?

2 Discuss the lessons of Job in terms of the changes it suggestsin
your life—inpractical, daily, terms.

3 Why does God so hate pride?
4) If Satan’s defeat was settled at the Cross, why is he still so

vigorously “still atit?” What’ shisagendacurrently? Why? (2 Cor
2:11; Eph6:11)
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For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) WhendidSatan“fall”? Hewascreated perfect, and yet wefindhim
asthesourceof evil andrebellionin Genesis3. Cf. Isaiah 14:12-17;
Ezek 28:13-19.
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